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Business Person of the Year.

The chamber is accepting
nominations for its Business
Person of the Year and Athena
chrd& The respective awards

given annually to a top

perﬁ)murmtbcbumm
community who is involved in
making Canton a better place to
live and work; and someone :
who is instrumental in
furthering the achievements and
goals of women in the.

workplace.

This year’s honorees will be
saluted during the chamber’s
May 3 luncheon.at the Summit. .
Carmen Harlan, WDIV-TV
news anchor, will be the heynote

. speaker.

The Observer Newspapers
sponsors the Business Person of
the Year Award.

The nomination deadline for
both dwards is the close of
business on Tuesday, April 18.
For more information or to
receive a nomination form by
fax, call the chamber at (734)
453-4040. 2

THE WEEK

AHEA

WEDNESDAY

Playoff hockey: The Ply-
mouth Whalers host the
Guelph Storm in Game 3
of an opening round
Ontario Hockey League
playoff series. Game time
is 7 p.m. at Compuware
Arena, Beck Road north .
of M-14, Plymouth Town-
ship. For ticket informa-
tion call the arena box
office, (734) 453-8400.
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Be sure to ask about this
money-saving card
when you
renew your
subscription to your
Hometown Newspaper!

1 classified ad:

Sunday Marc,h 26 2000

734-591-0900

Your hometown newspaper serving Canton for 25 years

Canton, Michigan

Paving the way

Canton drivers will see
major upgrades in 2000 |,

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
daniel@oe.hom net

Progress is coming at a price for
Bruce Mathison.

The longtime hardware store co-
owner is excited about improvements
scheduled for Canton Center Road this
year. But he knows it will negatively
impact his bottom line in the short
term.

“When they did the southern part of
Canton Center it did affect my busi-
ness,” said Mathison, whose family has
run the hardware store between Ford
and Hanford since 1970. “Our sales
dropped by about 25 percent. A lot of
my customers come from south Canton.’
I'm just starting to recoup some of my
losses.”

One of the township’s main arteries,
Canton Center will be closed between
Ford and Warren starting late this fall.
Bridges over the lower Rouge River
will be reconstructed. The road will
also be rebuilt and widened starting in
May. of 2001.

It’s just one of 14 road projécts
Wayne County has planned for the
township in 2000. Most will start and
finish this year while others, like Can-
ton Center, will overlap into 2091.

“A lot of these projects have been in
the works for a long time,” said Wayne
County roads spokesman John Roach.
“It’s not that we had forgot the town-

ship. It’s just that a lot happen to be
hitting at the same time.”

Whatever the reason, Canton Super-
visor Tom Yack is happy the work is
going to be done. He thinks it will help
the township's traffic gridlock.

“When Canton Center finighes in
2001 and all the other projects are
done,” he said, “there will be relief for
some time.”

Mathison Hardware began in Gar-
den City in 1953: It has expanded into
Canton and Livonia since.

For many years, the hardware busi-
ness was one of the few retail estab-
lishments on Canton Center. Mathison
has survived the arrival of larger
stores by promoting personal relation-
ships with its customers and serving
their needs.

“We're a convenience store,” said
Barry Mathison. “We have good service
and people can get in and out quickly.”

Road work makes getting to the
hardware store less convenient, howev-
er. Mathison worries that patrons will
go elsewhere when Canton Center
shuts down.

“They go somewhere else and form
different shopping habits,” he added.

Mathison is counting on the Garden
City and Livonia stores to pick up some
of the slack.

“I have a lot of diehard customers
that will continue to come to me,” he
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Resurfacings/Repairs
W Joy Road (#1) will be resurfaced from

start July 1 and conclude Nov. 1. Traffic
‘will be reduced to one lane in each
direction.

@ The intersection of Cherry Hill and Lilley
(#2) will be rebuiit and lanes added. Work |
will begin May 15 and conclude July 30,

most of the construction period.

Denton to Beck starting in June and
finishing in August. There will be
temporary lane closures during
construction,

W Geddes Road (#4) will be resurfaced from
Beck to Sheldon starting in May.

by June.

B Befleville Road qn) mn be resurfaced
from Van Born to Michigan. Work began
last year and will conclude in June.
Temporary lane closures are expected.

@ Canton Center Road (#6) will be
reconstructed and widened to five lanes
from Ford to nearty Warren. Rights of way

Work will likely begin in Dec. 2000
continue through 2001.

Paving/New road
@ Morton Taylor Road (#7) will be extended
from Ford Road north 1o Warren. Work is
currently under way and should be
compiete by July 30,

1 B Lotz Road (#8) will be paved from Ford to
Canton Center to Morton Taylor. Work will | ‘

: B Beck Road (#9) will be paved from Cherry

The intersection will remain open during. |

B Geddes Road (#3) will be resurfaced from
| @ Beck Road (#11) will be paved from

Temporary lane closures will occur during |
construction, which should be completed |

| W Maggerty Road (#12) will be widened to

are currently being acquired by the county. |

Warren. Work is set to start in October.
The road will be closed to traffic durin‘
construction.

Hill to Ford. The project is schedufed to
start July 1 and finish by Oct, 30.

| 1 Denton Road (#10) will be paved from
Cherry Hill to Geddes. The project is
currently under design. The township is
finalizing rights-of-way acquisitions. A July
1 start date is anticipated.

Michigan to Geddes. The project should -
start in July and be done by October. The
road will be closed to traffic during
construction.

Widenings

five lanes from Ford 1o Warren. The project
will start April 15. No completion date
has been set.

Bridge work
& The bridge over the lower Rouge River on
Canton Center (#13) north of Ford will be
rebuilt starting late this year. Work will
be completed by October, 2001. Canton
Center will be closed during construction.

@ The bridge over Fowler Creek on Geddes
Road (#14) will be rebuilt starting in
August. Work will conclude in November.
The road will be closed during
construction.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

.0 matter where he goes

while walking the halls

of Gallimore Elemen-

tary, former principal

George Dodson gets
waves and hugs from students and
teachers.

“He's awesome, we want him
back,” said Katie Brock, 10, of Can-
ton. “He's cool and he’s nice. He
doesn’t yell at us.”

“He's second, only behind God,”
smiles Jan Woodford, third grade
teacher. “He always had the right
thing to say to you at the right time,
whether it be a crisis or celebration.
He really had an impact on so many
people’s lives.”

After nearly 40 years as a coun-
selor, teacher, principal and interim
transportation director, Dodson, 74,
will be honored Tuesday afternoon at
the groundbreaking of George Dod-
son Elementary Tuesday at 5 p.m.
The ceremony, at Cherry Hill and
Beck roads, will be followed by a
reception at Hoben Elementary.

“1 feel honored. I think it's the
ultimate accolade for a person who
has worked with children for about
40 years,” said Dodson. “I'm proud
my (eight) grandchildren will know

worthwhile.”

It's fitting that an elementary
school be named after Dodson, con-
sidering all of his teaching and prin-
cipal positions were at élementary
schools.

“The young kids are so special
They hunger for knowledge,” he said
“I think it's their energy, spontane-
ity, inquisitiveness,
They're 8o beautiful.
help keep me young.”

remembers Dodson

their papa has done something

creativity.
I think they

Dodson began his teaching career
in the Geer School annex, where he
had 13 fifth-graders and 12 sixth-

“It was a year of magic to me,”
“I learned 1

New school honors retired prlnmpal
George Dodson’s dedication to kids

STAFY PROTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

What's in a name: George Dodson is greeted with smiles as he
visits the Media Center at Gallimore Elementary School in
Canton last week. Dodson, who was principal at the school,

will help the district break ground for a new elementa

school named in his honor Tuesday. In the photo above, Dod-
son talks with media specialist Marsha Payne (center) and
first-grade teacher Joy Michalson.

could teach and get students to
learn.”

His secret?

“I think you start out by just hking
them, and being around them,” he

said. “Just wanting to help them by
saying ‘Hey, let's learn something
today.”

Dodson was so adamant about
being around children, he-once
turned down a chance to become part
of the Plymouth-Canton administra-

East team
knows its
numbers

e e e e
E_ MATH COMPETITION

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe.homecomm.net

The four members of the East Middle
School math team swear they're not
geeks. They just like math.

That interest in numbers helped
them finish second in the Math Counts
state competition of 48 schools at West-
ern Michigan University this month
The squad missed first place by just
three guarters of a point.

“I like math as a tool, especially
when it’s tied to the sciences,” said
Yuyin Chen of Canton. “I'm not sure
I'm really good at it.”

Chen is obviously being modest. He
had the fourth highest score among
159 participants in the state finals. He
and three others will represent Michi-
gan in the national finals May 11-14 in
Washington, D.C

“Math comes easy 1o me,

and it's

Please see MATH, A3

Canton man
1s 1instant
millionaire

A production assembler from Canton
is $1 million richer with the help of the
state lottery

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

The township man, who requested
inonymity from state lottery officials
scratched off a Michigan Lottery “Cas
no Nights” instant ticket last week to

ton find he won the top prize of $1 million

“The administration tried to talk “The luck of the Irish came through
me into it,” he said. “I told them yes for me'" he joked during his recent
if 1 could bring my kindergartners visit to Michigan Lottery headquar
with me. That put an end to that” ters. “I was still at the store when |

His first stint as Gallimore princi discovered T won, and 1 simply couldn't
pal almost didn’t come to fruition believe it. [ told my wife and then took
because of Dodson the day off work to collect my prize.”

“I refused the principal’s job The winning ticket was purchased at
because | was a counselor and | loved Grapevine Wine and Deli, 44285 Ford
it," he said. “About a month later Road. in Canton

Please see DODSON, A2 Now that he's Michigan's newest
Tease see MILLIONAIRE, A3
Home Delivery: 734-591-0500
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to wanted man

A!&y«mld'l‘q!ormwu ‘

arrested Tuesday for two out-
standing warrants from Canton.
According to police reports,
township officers picked the man
{ip’ from the Romulus Poljce
_Department. A pair of bench
‘warrants had been issued
‘against him by the 35th District
‘Court on charges of contributing
to the delinquency of a minor
“and driving with a suspended

.- Petty thief

“ A Canton juvenile was arrest-
éd Monday for attempting to
steal a host of items valued at
léss than $100 from Meijer on
A loss prevention officer
stopped the juvenile girl after
she tried to leave the store with-
.ottt paying. Reports said mer-
thandise ranging from socks to

“eye shadow and jewelry was .

-
|
|

Lets Talk,

_-To fully understand laser hair removal,
you must realize that there are three
stages of hair growth: anogen (the growth
stage), catagen (the regression stage), and
telogen (the resting stage). At any point in
-} . time, there is bair in all three stages. And,
because the laser must be applied to the

I~ kuir follicle during the anogen (growth) "

. stage-to attain losig-term hair reduction, a
' series of laser treatments will likely be
required. Having said all that, studies
E reviewing the results of various laser hair-
removal 3 indicate that a 40%-

90% reduction of hair can be expected

| ",
" Total Purchase With C
BﬂWamn OWesﬂa’nd,MIo:giJg;‘
— “In The Hunter Park Plaza” — g
734-422-7799
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-7; Sat. 9-6; Sun. 11-4
Not valid with-any other coupon or discou

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

VP.S,hashirranonlwwks&mu(htheémihmoflboumofu@tmtc@vmw
heat and is absorbed into the hair shaft, thereby altering the follicle’s ability to grow hair.

emptied from her pockets after
she was apprehended.

The girl will now have to
appear at the 35th District Court
in Plymouth on retail fraud
charges. She was released by
police to her parents, reports

Supplements stolen -

2 of bodybuilding supple-
ments valued at $53.97 was
stolen from GNC Nutrition on
Ford Road recently.

Police are looking for a suspect
described as a white male, late
20s or early 30s, 5-foot 6-inches
tall and about 130 pounds,
reports said. A GNC clerk saw
the man run out of the store
with the pack and jump into a
black Ford Escort driven by a
white female, according to
reports,

& SAVE! ___

Sarafee.
%

nt ® Expires 4/15/00
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three months after a single treatment.
Results vary according to hair color
{because laser light is attracted to the
pigment in hair) and laser type. My
practice takes pride in caring for patients’
petial needs, including skin reju i
with Powerpeel 2080 microdermabrasion,
Light Sheer Laser hair removal, treatment
of skin cancers, psoriasis, fungal nail and
hajr loss. For additional information
about dermatology ¢are or to make an
appaintment, phone my office at 734-591-
7931; we're conveniently located at 37605
Pembroke in Livonia.
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King of the courts

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Elected: The chief judge of 35th District Court in
Plymouth, John E. MacDonald, has been elected
chairperson of the Chief Judges Association of
Wayne County. The association includes the chief
Jjudge of Wayne County Circuit Court, the probate
court of Wayne County, as well as the 33 Wayne
County distric¢t courts. “I think it’s a nice honor,
especially since I was elected by my peers,” said
MaecDonald, who is in his 16th year as a judge at
35th District Court. “Our group looks at current
legislation and how each of the courts handles
various issues.”

| DOdson from page Al
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(former Superintendent) Mike
Hoben called me to lunch, and
when it was over | was principal
at Gallimore, and I didn't even

“Gallimore is really special,
it's here that I found my niche in
life,” Dodson said while sitting

“in the Media Center at Gal-

limore, which was named for
him in 1997. “I enjoy the admin-
istrative role as a principal, and
teaching prepared me forit." -

Dodson can’t wait for Tues-

day’s groundbreaking so it will -

be finally etched in stone. _
“Sometimes [ think my past
will catch up to me and they’ll

take the name away,” he said

with a smile. “Or, maybe I'll do
something before it gets built
and theyll take it away.”

The ultimate for Dodson
would be to become principal at
the school being named after
him.

“If they called me, I'd go back,”
said Dodson. *“T'd like to be the
principal of George Dodson Ele-
mentary for two years.

* “I wonder if I could arrange
that with the Board of Educa-

B Dodson still likes to
go back to Gallimore,
and Smith Elementary
where he also served
as principal, to read
and tell stories to
dents. G

tion?” he pondered. “That would
give them time to find an appro-
priate, quality person.”

Dodson still likes to go back to
Gallimore, and Smith Elemen-

tary where he also served as.

principal, to read and tell stories
to students.

“I used to have a rule ... if a
kid runs in the hallway, stop
him and tell him not tp do it,”
said Dodson. “If the child is
skipping, then let him go
because he’s happy.” : ;

Asked what she was remem-
bers about Mr. Dodson, Gal-
limore student Jessica Zomer-
maand, 10, of Canton, said, “He
would let us skip in the halls.”

Road work from page Al
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added.

Improvements to Canton Cen-
ter will help him eventually,
Mathison said.- !

“I'm looking forward to it,” he

~:said. “Right now, traffic gets
backed up from Ford to Hanford.

Traffic will have a lot better
flow. It'll be better for business.”

In all, Wayne County plans to
spend $16.25 million on Canton
roads this year. That represents
29.6 percent of the county’s
entire roads’ budget, according
to Roach.

The county pays for road
improvements through gas taxes
and bonds, he said. Dollars also
come from the state Transporta-
tion Economic Development
Fund.

The township gets involved,
too.

It's securing rights-of-way

If you're eligible for Medicare, you could be hearing this a lot...

You pay ;

Introducing Cafe Choices Senior HMO

Complete Coverage

Enhance your Medicare coverage with Care Choices Senior HMO and you will be fully
covered. for preventive, routiné and emergency healthcare services.

Plus...
*»You will have less paperwork because there are virtually no claim forms to fill out.
* You will have no deductibles to pay when you use our plan doctors. Your doctor may be

in our network.

» Our prescription coverage has a low $7 copayment for generic drugs, with
coverage up to $1,000 to $1,500 per year, depending on the plan you select.

= And, vision benefits are available with minimal copayments depending on the plan

chosen.

-Receive all of these extra benefits at little or no additional cost by joining Care Choices

Senior HMO.

FGR THOSE WITH SPECIAL HEARING NEEDS OUR YDD LINE IS: 248-489-5033

Care Choices

SENIOR

Maercy Hedalth Plons

A Member of Mercy Health Services
s Breaking down the barriers to good health

M ‘Right now, traffic
gets backed up from
Ford to Hanford. Traffic
will have a lot better
flow. It’ll be better for
business.’

—~Bruce Mathison,

hardware store owner

from land owners along Beck
Road, which will be paved from
Cherry Hill to Ford. Yack said
the township is also assisting in
the extension of Morton Taylor
by paying about $350,000 for
sidewalks and landscaping.

“We spend about a $1 million
a year on roads,” said Yack.

Traffic mast arms are another
item on the township's road list
this year. The stylish pieces
make traffic lights and signs
more visible and improve the
appearance of intersections, said
Yack.

Cherry Hill/Canton Center,
Saltz/Canton Center and
Ford/Canton Center are just a
few of the intersections that will
get mast arms over the next
month, he commented. )

“They’'re about $125,000 per
intersection,” he added.

According to Roach, the coun-
ty will publish “construction
guides” starting in mid-April.

It will list all road projects in
Canton, Plymouth and
Northville for 2000. The guide
will be available at township
halls and libraries, Roach said.

CLARIFICATION

A summary paragraph and
photo caption in Thursday’'s
Observer story about the Can-
ton couple upset with a patio
contractor should have identi-
fied the woman as Lina Patel.

MOWVIE GQUIDE

SPRING MATINEES!

TURDAY & SUNDAY 1AM
DUDLEY DO RIGHT (PQ)

MUPPETS FROM SPACE (0] "#
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Laying

around:
Members of
the Smith
Elementary
team (left)
show off
their skills
during the
“Destination
Imagination”
regional com-
petition at
Grosse Pointe
North High
School. The
Smith team
took first for
its “living
baby book”
that told the
story of a do-
do bird’s
adoptive life
with a moose
family.

‘Destination

script, props and scenery.

dents.

its story.

Local students show

. tudents from Bird, Farrand and Smith elementary
¥ schools, as well as West Middle School, took a host of
. honors at the “Destination Imagination” regional com-
A, petition of the Michigan Creativity ‘Association held
earlier this month in Grosse Pointe.

The fourth-and-fifth grade team from Farrand won first
place for its six-minute presentation of student-written music,

A 5-foot tall living baby book that told the story of a do-do
bird’s adoptive life with a moose family was the creative con-
cept that won first place for a team of Smith Elementary stu-

The seven students from Smith also captured the tourna-
ment’s top prize, the DaVinci Award, for originality in telling

Students from Smith and Farrand will compete in the state
finals April 15 in Mt. Pleasant. They are looking for sponsors
to help defray travel and entry costs.

The elementary team from Bird won second place, and will
also attend the state competition.

The West Middle School team took third place in the inter-
mediate division. The team also received The Spirit of Discov-
ery and Imagination Award for being superior role models in
spirit, sportsmanship and volunteerism. Only two of the 85
teams in attendance were given the award.

Imagination’

Big winners: This Farrand Elementary team won
with its six-minute presentation of student-writ-
ten music, scripts, props and scenery.

Area women voice
views on policing
the Internet

BY LARRY O"CONNOR
STAFY WRITER
i or@oe.h mm.net

The Internet is either:

1) A vast resource of informa-
tion and insight, or 2) a forebod-
ing, dangerous place where chil-
dren, in particular, should tread

carefully.
Livonia librarian Barbara
Lewis and legislative

spokeswoman Sylvia Warner
will likely agree to both descrip-
tions. Where they differ is on
how to police the Net.

On Thursday, Lewis and
Warner shared their views before

Suburban Republican Women's *

Club members at the Pick-A-
Bone Rib House in Livonia.

Warner, who is press secretary
to state Sen. Mike Rogers, R-
Brighton, outlined legislative
measures to curb cyber porn and
on-line predators. Rogers, a for-
mer FBI agent, is sponsoring
bills — two that have already
become laws - dealing with
Internet crime.

“He believes the Internet is a
wonderful tool, but this is a new
frontier,” said Warner about her
boss, who is the Senate Majority
Floor Leader. “It's also like the
Wild West. Criminals are finding
it a great place to do their dirty
deeds.”

Predators arrested

Those deeds have been well-
publicized, including one involv-
ing a Westland man who is
charged with sexually assaulting
a 14-year-old Livonia boy.

He met the victim through the
Internet.

In a recent demonstration for
state capital media, a police offi-
cer posed as a 13-year-old girl in
a teen chat room.

Within two minutes, several
adults replied with messages,
“which immediately went down a
sexually suggestive road,” Warn-
er said.

“No one realizes how aggres-
sive these predators are. They
are coming after our kids.

They're not waiting for our kids
to come to them.” )

Law enforcement agencies,”
like the Wayne County Internet
Crime Task Force, are helping,
Warner said. The task force has
made 15 arrests in the past year. -

-Library employees need to be
aware of the Internet’s dangers,
Warner said. - .

They are, Lewis said, but they
must contend with First Amend-
ment and access issues.

Livonia publie libraries have.
an Internet policy in place,
which Warner lauded and said is
in line with a pending Senate
bill.

Senate Bill 936 would man-
date libraries restrict minors’
Internet access. Libraries, their
boards and employees would
subsequently- be shielded from
potential lawsuits in the pro-
posed legislation.

That bill also requires
libraries to ask for proof of age.
Such a measure could have a
“chilling e¢ffect on patroms,”
Lewis said, X

Under Livonia’s policy, anyone
seen accessing sexually inappro-
priate material can lose their
Internet privileges.

Computer terminals are avail-
able for children with software
that filters objectionable materi-
al. The library also provides
computers with unrestricted
access

However, filtering software is
not a catch-all, Lewis said.

“Filtering software companies
are shooting at a moving target,”
she said

“We don’t want parents to

have a false sense of security °

that filtering software will pro-
tect their children from all
things offensive.”

Library officials find them-
gelves put in the middle on such
Internet debates, Lewis said

While understanding the need
to protect children, libraries also
face First Amendment issues., ‘

“The Net is more like a set df
encyclopedias,” Lewis said

Math from page Al

really helpful in the things I' do,
like science,” added Neil Boch-
enek of Canton. “And besides,
you need to know math to get
any job nowadays.”

The four East team members,
all eighth graders, are part of an
integrated math program which
is equivalent to the curriculum
of a high school sophomore. The
three-year program includes
algebra, geometry, statistics and
trigonometry.

“It's really important in this
day and age that we help all kids
understand and succeed in math
because all jobs require math,™
said East math teacher Jenny
Melkvik. “In reality, math is
made up of patterns, and if a lot
more people were taught that
way ... like a game or puzzle ..
they would do well in math.”

The East Middle School team
was the only one to get eight of
10 answers right on the team
portion of the state competition,
despite the fact that schools like
Detroit Country Day, Cranbrook
and Roper School for the Gifted
all have private tutors helping
their teams

“We practiced a lot after
luneh,” said Ramie Abu-Zahra of
Canton. “The state competition
is mostly about prior knowledge
in math.”

Laurel Gnagey of Canton has
been named communications
director for Lutheran Social Ser-
vices of Michigan

Gnagey combines profe ssional

experience in broadcast journal-

ism, public relations and higher

education

She returned to Michigan
recently frem Indiana where she
taught journaiism and public

relations at Taylor University, a
Christian liberal arts coliege
She also served as publications
coordinator for Indiana Wes

|
|
|
|
|

STAFF PHOTO BY BRYAN MITCHELL
Top students: Members of the East Middle School team
that finished a close second in the recent Math Counts
competition are (from left) Neil Bochenek, Ramie Abu-
Zahra, Yuyin Chen and Logan Bitter.

“We came in for lunch every approaches teaching her class i
day and practiced,” said Logan “When you get into real life |
Bitter of Canton. “A lot of the situations at a job, you don’t “
problems in the state tests fit work individually, you collabo
right in with what we're working rate with vour co-workers,~ she
on now. The team really helps said. “My class works together
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{ 2.9% APR: 48 months

22.11/month per $1,000

fimanced. 4.9% APR: 60 months
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