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Saluting the 

The Canton Chamber of 
Commerce wants to give 
someone the business - as in 
Business Person of the Year. 

The chamber is accepting 
nominations for its Business 
Person of the Year and Athena 
Awards. The respective awards 
are given annually to a top 
performer in the business 
community who is involved in 
making, Cpnton 9 better place to 
live aniworkrand someone 
who is instrumental in 
furthering the achievements and 
goals of women in the 
workplace. 

This year's honorees will be 
saluted during the chamber's 
May 3 luncheon at the Summit. 
Carmen Harlan, WDIV-TV 
news anchor, will be the keynote 
speaker. 

The Observer Newspapers 
sponsors the Business Person of 
the Year Award. 

The nomination deadline for 
both awards is the close of 
business on Tuesday, April 18. 
For more information or to 
receive a nomination form by 
fax, call the chamber at (734) 
453-4040. 
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Popular music: Paradime 
can hold its own among 
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when you're looking for a 
_ new place to live? 

The Real Estate ads 
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Home project is mired in mud 
Canton residents Da* and Linda Patel are 
caught between concrete and a hard place -
and out $6,000 for a incomplete patio. Their 
first contractor has apparently abandoned the 
job and others are reluctant to pick it up. 

K ~ l 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WROTB 
• d a n i e W o e J i o m e c o m i x i . n e t 

When Dax and Lina Patel contracted 
Pearce Exterior Services to build a 
patio, they viewed it as the final piece 
to their dream home in Canton's posh 
Fairways West subdivision. 

Nine months later, the couple is out 
more than $6,000 and the patio is far 
from complete. Worse yet, reputable 
contractors are reluctant to finish the 
job left by Pearce Exterior. 

"He lef t me with a big mess t h a t 
nobody will touch unless they can rip 
us off, too," said Lina Patel. "Big com-
panies won't do the work. Small com-
panies want to rip you off." 

Pearce Exterior Services is based in 
Holland, Mich. The Observer attempt-

ed to contact the firm's owner, Michael 
Pearce, for this story but was unsuc-
cessful. The phone number of the busi-
ness was listed as disconnected late 
Tuesday afternoon. 

The Patels were not new to Canton 
when they moved in to t he i r 3,300-
square-foot home j u s t west of Beck 
Road in November 1998. 

The family lived in the Glengarry 
subdivision for five years, in fact, after 
moving from Pennsylvania. They decid-
ed to stay in the township for a number 
of reasons. 

"We were very happy with Canton," 
said Lina Patel. "It's in the center of 
everything. We liked the library and 
the Summit. We had a great neighbor-

" P l e a s e s e e PATIO, A4 

staff Paoro «t Paul Hiwhman* 
Unfinished: Linda Patel shows off the mound of dirt that was 
supposed to be the patio at her new home. 

Getting a sneak peak at prom night 

Staff photo* it Pait Humcbmawx 
Dressing to the nines: Dan Souphis (right) adjusts his bow tie while chang-
ing tuxedos with Drew Owens (center) and Bryon Kindernay backstage at 
the annual prom fashion show last week in the Plymouth Canton High 
School cafeteria. Pictured at left, Michelle Bernard (from left) Puja Amin, 
and Lauren Devine sashay onto the runway. For a story and more photos 
from this year's show, please turn to page A9 in today's Observer. 

Police: Shoplifter, 11, assaults store manager 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WROTH 
M U n i e t e o e J M M R e c o m m . n e t 

An 11-year-old Can ton boy w a s 
arrested March 16 after assaulting a 
convenience store manager. 

The middle school s tudent , whose 
name is being withheld by the Observ-
er , will face charges of assau l t and 

retail fraud in juvenile court or at 35th 
District Court in Plymouth, Canton 
Police Sgt. Charles Raycraft said. 

"We will make a determination later 
this week," he said as to who would 
hear the case. 

The incident occurred at a 7-Eleven 
convenience store on Canton Center 
Road near Warren March 16 at approx-

imately 4 p.m., according to township 
police reports. ' 

The boy walked into the store, took 
two boxes of cookies and concealed 
them in his jacket, reports said. The 
11-year-old then left the store. 

Ruhit Patel. a 51-year-old manager, 
stopped the boy in the parking lot. 
Reports said he told the 11-year-old to 

return the cookies 
The boy gave back one of the boxes, 

reports said. Patel . who declined to 
comment on the incident, then took 
him back in the store and told him he 
was going to call his parents. 

The boy refused to give his parents 

Please see ASSAUTT, A6 

Supply wars 
Office Depot is second 

retailer to hit town 
B Y H E A T H E R NEEDHAM 
STAFF W U T B 
h n e e d h a m O o e . b o m r e o m m . n e t 

Metro Detroit 's 16th Office Depot 
• tore is scheduled to open Sa tu rday 
along Canton's Ford Road business cor-
ridor - making it Canton's second large 
office supply store to open in the town-
ship within six months. 

Office Depot joins competitor Office 
Msx. located on 43195 Ford near Mor-
ton Taylor . Office Msx opened in 
September 1999. 

Csnton Supervisor Tom Yack said 
the competition would be a good thing 

"Here we've gone from hav ing no 
office supply stores s year ago to two." 
Yack Mid, adding "It's nice to see the 
last portion of the Super Kmart s i te 
developed " 

Yack said Canton residents had to go 
to Westland to shop for office supplies 
before Office Max and Office Depot 
opened. 

"It was always kind of inconvenient 
to go to Westland - now well have a 
choice of two" office supply stores, he 
said. 

A public grand opening and nbbon 
cutting ceremony is planned for noon 
Saturday a t the store, at 41690 Ford 
Road. Office Depot is Iocs ted next to 
Super Kmart at the corner of Haggerty 

The 30,000-square-foot store will sell 
office and school supplies, business 
machines and computer hardware and 
supplies. Services provided s t Office 
Depot include printing, copying, faxing, 
persona l i sed checks and bus iness 

Canton Chamber kicks 
up its spurs for auction 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WROTH 
• d n n i e i e o e J i o m e c o m m . n e t 

Yeeeeehaw, partner, it's time to 
saddle up and get ready for the Can-
ton Chamber of Commerce's Dinner 
Auction. 

"D iamonds and Denim" is t he 
theme for the 12th annual event, 
which will be held March 31 at Lau-
rel Manor in Livonia. Fest ivi t ies 
begin at 7 p m 

"We want everyone to have a good 
time," said auction chsirman Tony 
Kwilos, "and come dressed in cos-
tume Ten gallon hats are welcome. 
The closer you look to Garth Brooks, 
the better " 

About 140 items will be auctioned 
either live or silently. From tnps to 
jewelry, it'll be a virtual bonsnxa. 

• 'Ten gallon hats are wel-
come. The closer you look 
to Garth Brooks, the bet-
ter.' 

-Tony Kwilos, 
auction chairman 

a c c o r d i n g t o K w i l o s 

•We'll be auc t ion ing two Red 
Wings' playoff tickets along with a 
signed Steve Yserman hockey stick.' 
he added 

The auct ion is t he chamber ' s 
largest fund raising event each year 
A golf ou t ing is a lso he ld each 
August, but it rsises substantially 
less 

Mease see AUCfkm, A« 
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Thief strikes in Hockeytown 
A pair of Detroi t Red Wings 

t ickets were stolen from a 31-
year-old Brighton man in Can-
ton recently, according to town-
ship police reports. 

f-' The t ickets , valued at $150, 
were stolen from the man's jack-
et on March 14. Reports said the 
jacket was in an office trailer a t 
a home construction site at Ford 
and Beck roads. 

Police have no suspects. 

Damaged vehicle 
A 23-year-old Ypsilanti man's 

2000 F o r d p i c k u p t r u c k w a s 
deliberately damaged Friday in 
Canton, reports said. 

The vehicle was parked at a 
Lotz'Road motel between 1:30 

COP CALLS 

a.m. and 2 p.m. Reports said an 
unknown person scratched the 
paint on t h e driver 's door and 
flattened a tire. 

D a m a g e was e s t i m a t e d a t 
$300, repor t s said. Police have 
no suspects. 

Equipment stolen 
More t h a n $600 w o r t h of 

e q u i p m e n t was s to len f rom a 
C a n t o n m a n ' s s t o r a g e shed 
recently. -

R e p o r t s s a id the shed w a s 
pried open. A tool box ($90) and 
heater ($525) were stolen. 

The incident occurred between 
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M a r c h 4 and F r i d a y , r epo r t s 
aa id . The 32-year-otd Can ton 
man is a resident of the Sher-
wood Mobile home park n e a r 
Michigan Avenue and Haggerty 
Road. 

Music mayhem 
C a n t o n police a r r e s t e d an 

unidentif ied woman Friday for 
a t t e m p t i n g to steal a compact 
disc f rom Dearborn MuBic on 
Ford Road. 

The woman, who reports did-
n ' t i d e n t i f y , se t off an a l a r m 
w h e n s h e t r i ed to l eave t h e 
store, reports said. A CD valued 
a t $13.99 was discovered. She 
was subsequently arrested and 
t a k e n to t h e C a n t o n Pol ice 
Department. 

T h e i n c i d e n t occur red a t 
approximately 3:30 p.m. 

Busted 
A 20-year-old Plymouth man 

was arrested in Canton Friday 

af ter police discovered marijua-
na in his car. 

Repor t s sa id t h e m a n . who 
was driving a 1993 Buick Regal, 
was pulled over near the inter-
s e c t i o n of Lil ley Road a n d 
B a r c h e s t e r S t r e e t , w h i c h is 
south of Warren, at about 6 p.m. 
The 20-year-old wasn't wearing 
a seat belt, reports said. 

Can ton police a r r e s t e d h i m 
when he was unabla to produce 
a driver's license. An officer sub-
sequently searched his vehicle 
a n d found a smal l a m o u n t of 
marijuana, reports said. 

Domestic violence 
A 19-year-old Canton woman 

was the victim of domestic vio-
l e n c e F r i d a y , a c c o r d i n g to 
reports. 

T h e woman ' s e x - b o y f r i e n d 
c a m e to h e r home on S t a c e y 
Street at about 4 p.m. An argu-
ment about the i r child ensued 
and resulted in the 20-year-old 
man punching and kicking her , 
reports said. 

T h e man , whose r e s i d e n c e 
wasn't given in reports,, left af ter 
assaulting the woman. 

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: CANTON 

1M0TMY PAUL RNCM 
Timothy Paul Finch, 13, has 

been n a m e d C a r r i e r of t h e 
Month for March by the Canton 
Observer. 

Timothy delivers the Canton 
Observer in the Mclntyre Manor 
subdivision. He has been deliv-
e r ing t h e O b s e r v e r s ince 
September, 1998. 

The East Middle School sev-
enth-grader 's favori te-subjects 
a r e Phys i ca l E d u c a t i o n and 
Social Studies. His hobbies are 
playing baseball, coin collecting, -
and playing Ping-Pong. He was 
accepted into the TAG Program 
(Talented and Gifted) four years 
ago. 

Timothy wantB to go to Flori-
da Tech University to become an 
Aeronaut ical /Aerospace Engi-
neer. 

Earning money and the spe-
cial fr iendships t h a t he estab-
lishes with customers are some 
of the things he likes about his 
route. 

Communication with people is 
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Timothy Paul Finch 

one skill that he has developed. 
Timothy is t h e son of Frank 

and Kathy Finch. 

n if you want to be a Canton Observer carrier, please call 
S91-0C00 

Officials see gains with post office move 
B Y H E A T H E R N E E D H A M 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedhanj@oe.honwcoimn.net 

Townsh ip officials say t h e y 
hope t h e United S ta tes Postal 
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Service's recent moving of mail 
sorting operations to the Canton 
post office will bring improved 
customer service. 

E l i z a b e t h N a j d u c h , U S P S 
communications specialist, said 
on - s i t e mail p r o c e s s i n g h a s 
begun at the Canton post office, 
involving about 20 to 23 employ-
ees . Canton mail s o r t i n g was 
previously done at the Westland 
post office. 

" E v e r y t h i n g we do i s to 
improve customer service," Naj-
duch said. 

Service has been an issue with 
customers since before the post 
office opened in 1998. Many cus-
tomers have reported problems 
wi th mail delivery, some com-

plaining about receiving mail as 
late as 7:30 p.m. 

Canton Clerk Ter ry Bennet t 
has said tha t at times, she has 
gone to the post office to pick up 
mail herself so that the township 
can process it in a timely man-
ner. 

"If (bringing sorting to Canton) 
will improve service to our resi-
dents , then I th ink i t 's a good 
idea," Bennett said. "I'm for it if 
it means mail gets delivered in a 
timely manner." 

In other poet office newB, the 
USPS is still moving ahead with 
p l ans to p u r c h a s e n e a r l y one 
acre of township land to build an 
additional parking lot, according 
to Canton Supervisor Tom Yack. 

Pos ta l off ic ia ls h a v e s a id t h e 
p a r k i n g lot wi l l be u sed by 
employees. 

"They ' r e go ing to m a k e an 
appra i sa l , " Yack said , add ing 
that the process could take seven 
to 12 weeks. 

The post office purchased 4.6 
a c r e s from t h e t o w n s h i p for 
$474,720 in 1996. The land pur-
chased was part of Griffin Park. 

Yack said there should be no 
trouble approving the land sale 
to t h e USPS a t t h e t o w n s h i p 
board level. 

"If (building the parking lot) 
improves c u s t o m e r service in 
any fashion, f m sure our board 
will support it. It doesn't mean 
well give (the land) away," Yack 
said. 

Driver education registration is Saturday 
Registration for this summer 's 

P lymouth-Canton Communi ty 
Schools Driver Educat ion Pro-
gram will take place at 8 a .m. 
Saturday, March 25 at the Can-
ton High School Cafeteria. 

This will be the only registra-
tion day. 

If the student/parent cannot 

register on this da te , someone 
else may regis ter for tha t per-
son. Registration is scheduled 
on a birth date basis. Any stu-
dents who will be a t l eas t 14 
years and 8 months old prior to 
the first day of c lass (a b i r th 
date before Nov. 21, 1985) will 
be e l igible for t h i s s u m m e r ' s 

driver education program. 
R e g i s t r a t i o n f o r m s c a n be 

picked up in e i ther the Canton 
or Salem High School general 
off ices . Th i s y e a r t h e r e is a 
charge of $166 for this program 
payable upon registration. This 
includes a workbook. 

This Can Be Your Stylish Retreat 

Right now, we are displaying an up-to-the-minute collection of 
bedroom and dining room home furnishings that's clean, simple 
and fresh in style. Handcrafted of solid cherry, this easy to live 
with collection is built to last a lifetime. Come see today! 

Now Spring Sale Priced at 40% off Retail! 

Walker/Muzenberg 
fine furniture 

240 North Mam Street • PLYMOUTH •<734) 459-1300 
Moo., Thurv. Fri 10-9 • Tues , Wed , Sat..10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

6 Months Same As Cash, wi th credit approval • Sale ends 4-2-00 

m 

Now thro March 31"! 

anniversary 
m Sale! a® 

Specializing in Gifts 
and Furnishings in 

the Country Tradition 

Tremendous Storewide Savings! 

• Handcrafted Furniture • 

Gifts • Collectables • Antiques 

* Door Prizes * 
* Refreshments * 

5206 Plymouth Road 
1 Yi miles east of US-23 

Just outside of Ann Arbor 
(734) 663.5558 

Monday thru Saturday 10-4 
Friday until ft, Sunday 11-5 

COMING SOON 
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G r a n d o p e n i n g : Office De_pot on Ford Road opens for business Saturday. The store 
will add 40 jobs to Canton's employment base. 

Office Depot from page A1 

forms, computer installation and 
rentals , as well as delivery and 
credit. 

S t o r e hours a r e 7 a .m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday and 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. 

"I think it's going to be a nice 
addition to the community," said 
David Griffin, president of the 
Canton Chamber cf Commerce. 
"We ' re ce r ta in ly de l igh ted to 
have another business opening 
in town - it shows how vibrant 

the community is." 
Eileen Dunn, vice president of 

i n v e s t o r r e l a t i ons and publ ic 
relat ions for Office Depot, said 
about 40 employees are expected 
to be employed at t h a £ & n $ o n 
store. 

Canton was chosen as $ Office 
Depot s i te because of i t s high 
n u m b e r of small bus ines ses -
Office Depot's target customers. 

"This particular location met 
the criteria for our target mar-

ket," Dunn said. "It had a signifi-
cant amount of smal l business 
counts." 

To c e l e b r a t e t h e open ing . 
Office Depot will donate $1,000 
in gift certificates to the Detroit 
Urban League. Additionally, a 
donation of $500 will be made to 
the Livonia Churchil l-Chorala-
tions of Churchill High School, 
according to a press release. The 
Choralations are also scheduled 
to perform. 

Man tries to lure girl into van 
B Y B R A D K A D R I C H 

STAFF WRITER 
bkadrich@o«'.homecomm.net 

Proper training may have paid 
off for a 10-year-old Plymouth 
girl Thursday. 

T h e girl was a p p r o a c h e d 
around 5 p.m. by a man driving 
a van in the area of Harv ey and 
Carol in the city of Plymouth. 
The driver demanded the girl get 
i n t o t h e v a n , and t h e gir l 
promptly ran home to tell her 
mother. 

"The little girl did exactly the 

r igh t th ing ," P lymouth police 
Sgt. Steve Hundersmarck said. 
"She wen t home and repor ted 
t h e even t to her m o t h e r , who 
immediately called the police." 

The dr iver is descr ibed as a 
dark-skinned white male around 
40 y e a r s old with shor t black 
h a i r , a b e a r d and m u s t a c h e . 
According to Hundersmarck, he 
was driving an "older, rus t ed , 
faded red van with no windows 
in the back." 

"We went out there, but there 
was no sign of the vehicle or the 

person," H u n d e r s m a r c k said. 
"We're asking anyone who might 
have seen the van or the person 
to report it." 

More i m p o r t a n t l y , he sa id , 
parents should advise their chil-
dren to avoid any vehicle or per-
son matching the descriptions. 

"Actually, t hey should avoid 
anyone or a n y t h i n g suspicious 
looking," Hundersmarck said. 

Anyone with any information 
about this incident can call the 
police depar tment at (734* 453-
8600. 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Cheap reads 

This weekend you can fill your bookcase at bar-
gain prices. 

The Canton Public Library, 1200 S. Canton 
Center, will hold a used book sale Saturday and 
Sunday. Hours are 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p jn . Saturday 
and noon-5 p.m. Sunday. Hardcovers are $1 and 
paperbacks 50 cents There will be some specially 
priced items as well. 

The library raised $14,000 at its Big Used Book 
Sale in February. 

Good shot 
Canton resident Bradley Harbison won in his 

age division at the recent district and regional 
Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest 

Bradley, a fourth-grader at St. Raphael School 
in Garden City, went on to compete this month in 
the statewide competition near Grand Rapids. 

He is the son of Linda and Gordon Harbison. 

Republicans elect officers 
The Canton Republican Club elected officers 

for 2000 at its annual meeting this month. 
State Rep. Bruce Patterson. R-Canton. was re-

elected president. Herb Scott was re-elected vice 
pres ident . Serving as t r e a s u r e r will be Steve 
Conley; Robert Bovitz was elected secretary 

Melissa McLaughlin. Canton Township trdstee 
and a member of the township planning commis-
sion. was named recording secretary. 

Following the election of officers, committee 
members were appointed. 

Commitment to excellence 
Catherine Brozek of Canton Township recently 

received a Commitment to Excellence Award 
from Bank One. 

Brozek is a manager at the O r c h a r d Lake-
Maple branch of Bank One in West Bloomfield. 

P 

Q 

Did you know? 
• The library will be closed on 

Friday. March 24. to tie in the 
water service and move the fire 
hydrant that would otherwise be 
in t h e middle of t h e you th 
department? 

• Sunday, March 26, is "Make 
Up Your Own Holiday Day?" It's 
a day you may name whatever 
holiday you want. 

• For quicker postal service 
p rocess ing , you shou ld p r i n t 
your addresses in capital letters 
and use at least 12-point type 

Construction update 
The library expansion is well 

under way with the first phase 
involving the youth department 
on the west side of the building 
Visit the proposed floor plan and 

our photo album of the expan-
s ion a t our W e b s i te* 
www.met rone t . l ib .mi .u8 /can-
ton/upda tesAndex.html 

Web Watch 
Check out these Web sites: 
• www mamma.com 
• www.chatdictionary com 
• www.webinfosearch.com 
• 

www. lycos com/road map. html 
• www.pewebopaedia.com 

Q & A 

Q: What was " N e a r Miss 
Day?" 

A: On March 23 , 1989. a 
mountain-sized asteroid passed 
within 50,000 miles of ear th , a 
v e r y close cal l , a c c o r d i n g to 
NASA. Impac t wou ld h a v e 
equaled the s t rength of 40,000 
h y d r o g e n bombs, c r e a t e d a 
crater the size of the District of 
Columbia and devastated every-
thing for 100 miles in all direc-
tions 

The source for this information 
is "Chase ' s 2000 C a l e n d a r of 
Events " 

Tas t e fu l mys t e r i e s 
Here are some whodunnits in 

which food plays a central role. 
• "Thyme of Death" by Susan 

Wittig Albert 
• T h e Blue Corn Murders* by 

Nancy Pickard 
• "Prime Cut" by Diane Mott 

Davidson 
• "A T a s t e fo r Murde r " by 

Claudia Bishop 
• "Funeral Food" by Kathleen 

Taylor 

Good r e a d s 
Here are some books that are 

bound to make you feel better 
• ' R u m P u n c h * by Elmore 

Leonard 
• "A Superior Deatfi" by Neva-

da Barr 
• " S l a u g h t e r h o u s e Five" by 

Kurt Vonnegut 
• "A Town L ike Alice" by 

Nevil Shute 
• "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn" 

by Betty Smith 

0 the Canton Library is com 
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library s t a f f . The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center For more 
information about library pro-
grams and services, call 397-
0999 

Domestic violence shelter seeks volunteers 
First Step project on domestic 

v io lence and s e x u a l a s s a u l t 
seeks volunteers Become s vol-
un t ee r and he lp o the r people 
while putting an end to domestic 

violence and sexual a s s a u l t in 
your community. 

Firs t Step has been active in 
t h e e f f o r t to e n d v io l ence in 
W e s t e r n Wayne C o u n t y a n d 

sun PHOTOS n PAUL Hunrsjuxs 
Ready, aim... Nicole Martin, 9, has her eyes 
on the prize as she attempts to sink a bas-
ket during the Hoops for Heart marathon. 

Putting 
their heart 
into it at 
Hulsing 

St u d e n t s in t h e th i rd , f ou r th and 
fifth grade a t Hulsing Elementary 
School in Canton put their hea r t s 

into a recent project* 
As part of the school's Hoops for Heart 

Marathon, the s tuden t s part icipated in 
relays during a week's worth of Physical 
Education classes and collected pledges 
from family and friends for the fund-rais-
er, which will benefit the American Heart 

Physical Educat ion ins t ruc tors Dave 
Fedewa and Mark Copp led the program 
and coordinated collecting funds. 

Downriver communities for more 
than 20 years Volunteer oppor-
tunities are available for women 
and men. For more information, 
call (734) 416-111 J, ext. 223. 

* 

Waiting their turn: Stephanie Lacasse, 9, (from left) Amber Nickell, 9. Briana 
Beyer, 8, Beth Sample, 8, and Eileen Hail. 8, watch their teammates during a 
relay. 

Yeah, you look cool. 
Everyone will want to b e seen in embroidery from Monkeywear 

Made in the USA and imported. Girls' sizes 7-16 
Black tank top. cot ton/ rayon/spandex. S56 

Black capri pants, cot ton/rayon/spandex. S94 

Pink dress.cot ton/ny lon/spandex. $102. 

In Girls. 

Jacobsons 
e*irtn*wp4*«4-«eoo LMMla*<n«tt1-TM Ftoc*wwp<* w-aooo 

SHOPPING HOURS • MON-SAT 10-9 • OPEN SUN AT NOON 

http://www.observer-eccenthc.com
http://www.observer-eccentric.com
mailto:hneedhanj@oe.honwcoimn.net
http://www.metronet.lib.mi.u8/can-
http://www.chatdictionary
http://www.webinfosearch.com
http://www.pewebopaedia.com
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Sneak Preview 
Tours Available! 

WiliiMii'B ttiWl - m a..m 
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P R O V I D I N G Q U A L I T Y C A R E F O R S E N I O R S S I N C E 1 9 8 1 

TAKE A SNEAK PEEK 
A T O U R NEWLY 

COMPLETED H O M E ! 
Saturday, March 25 and Sunday March 26, 2000 

10:00am-2:00pm 
M e e t our staff and learn more about 

S u n r i s e Ass is ted Living, the senior care industry leader! 

SUNRISE 
ASSISTED LIVING* 
AT AN N ARBOR NORTH A -

1901 Plymouth Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105 

7 3 4 - 7 4 1 - 9 5 0 0 
(website: vnew jvnriseassistaUrving.com) 

A home-like quality care a l ternat ive for seniors and a special 
Reminiscence Neighborhood for t hose with memory impai rment . 
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hood." 
They found their home just a 

bit too small , however, and 
derided to upgrade in brand new 
Fairways West. Patel »«id it 
was very exciting to oversee con-
s t ruc t ion of t he i r new home 
despite a difficult builder. 

"He was hard to work with," 
she commented. "But he builds 
good homes." 

Afler a few minor disagree-
ments, the Patels closed on the 
$325,000 home and moved in 
la te fall of 1998. It was t h e 
fourth time the couple had been 
through the process of building 
a new home. 

"My husband told me, 'this is 
your final dream house,™ Patel 
said. 

The couple began focusing on 
the home's exter ior in ear ly 
1999. 

Landscaping, sod, a sprinkler 
system and a patio were among 
the projects they planned to 
have done last spring and sum-
mer. Problems soon arose. 

The Patels hired a firm to do 
all of the work. But the land-
scaping wasn't completed with-
out a lot of headaches and until 
the end of June. 

They then decided to go else-
where for sod, sprinkler and 
patio work. That's where Pearce 
Exterior comes in. 

Dax and Lina hired the Hol-
land-based firm last July based 
on the recommendation of sever-
al neighbors. 

"They were very happy with 
him," said Lina Patel . "I 
watched him work. He seemed 
like he was working very hard." 

Asse Suthar said Pearce land-
scaped and built a patio for their 
home. She said she and her hus-
band contracted him in May 
1999. Pearce completed work in 
August. 

"He did a very good job," said 
Suthar, who added that Pearce's 
work schedule was sporadic. 
"Whenever he worked, he was 
good." 

Kathy Woellecke, ano ther 
neighbor of Patel, also had land-
scaping and a pat io done by 
Pearce Exterior. She said they 
hired Pearce in early spring last 
year and he finished in August. 

"His work is very good," Woel-
lecke said. "He just took a long 
time." . 

Plied up: 
A stack 
of 
unused 
building 
materi-
als sits 
outside 
the 
PaUVs 
home in 
Fairways 
West. 

STAFF PBOTO IT PAH. RITOCHHAXN 

The Patels, unfortunately, tell 
a different story. 

The couple sat down with 
Michael Pearce on July 2 and 
signed a contract. It called for a 
patio with wall, walkways and 
benches. A price of $8,200 was 
quoted. 

Lina Patel said they gave 
Pearce 45 percent, or $3,690, as 
a down payment at the initial 
meeting. Work was to begin by 
late July. Pearce didn' t show 
until Oct. 13. 

"We never hounded him," said 
Patel. "We never called him. We 
knew he was finishing other jobs 
in the neighborhood." 

Pearce and his crew worked 
Oct. 13-15 and Oct. 20. The wall 
was built and dirt dumped in 
where the patio was supposed to 
go-

Pearce never re turned af ter 
Oct. 20. It wasn' t unt i l early 
winter that the couple became 
suspicious. Meanwhile, Pearce 
had collected a second install* 
merit of $2,870 on Oct. 12. : 

Patel said Pearce promised 
numerous times after Oct. 20 to 
complete the job, but didn't. She 
said he made excuses about why 
he couldn't come. 

"My van broke down. My wife 
is sick. My dad passed away,'" 
said Patel. "All the time we were 
very patient with him and very 
understanding." 

In early January, the couple 
went so far as to send Pearce a 
certified let ter urging him to 
complete the work. It fell on deaf 
ears, though. 

Despite dozens of phone calls 
and the letter, the Patels haven't 
heard from Pearce since last fall. 

Calls to the Better Business 
Bureau and state of Michigan 
haven't helped. So now the Can-
ton couple is considering litiga-
tion. 

"It's my way of saying I did all 
that r could," said Patel. "It's too 
many times I've been (ripped 
off)." 

L L . G 

SAVE 40% AND MORE! 
F R O M T R A D I T I O N A L to'CONTEMPORARY 

All the top manufactures in one showroom 
BARCA\PUNGER TlOmOSViBe ° BRADINGTONoYOUNG ° more! 

longhom. leader plus 
msrp. $1995 Sale $1197 
cash price $1077 

Your choice on all 
BARCA\OUNGER 

N o Payments , N o Interest 
t i l M a r c h 2 0 0 1 ! 

Pay cash anu save 
an additional 10 \>! 

oxford, leather plus 
msrp. $1965 Sale $1179 
cash price $1061 

UP To A $500 REBATE 
fSZSZl E? 0"°"*? Horn, W " r u * 0 f K l * your total o d d s up to 

Wl«wwe«» SU.00I mmm pounj 

available m ivory top gram all leather icmty) 
msrp $1542 Sale $999 

No Payments, No Interest 
for 6 months on all 7JtOtTUlSVlUe-

o Detum fount lies lor Over / 

msrp $3285 Sale $1969 W 

OBITUARIES 
L C I O U O H 

Services for Christopher E. 
Clough, 23, of Farmington Hills 
were March 14 at the Vermeulen 
Funeral Home, Plymouth with 
the Rev. Keith Moyers officiat-
ing. 

He was born Dec. 1, 1976 in 
Southfield. He died March 10 in 
Farmington Hills. He was a 
cook. 

Survivors include his parents. 
Earl H. of Farmington, Mary K 
Clough of Plymouth; brother, 
Daniel (Joan) Eaton of Romulus; 
many uncles, cousins, aunts; 
and one niece and nephew. 

Memorials may be made to the 
charity of your choice. 

Q E R A L 0 O . FUEUJHO 

Services for Gerald O. 
Fuelling, 74, of Plymouth were 
March 18 at the Schrader-How-
ell Fune ra l Home, Plymouth 
with the Rev. Dean Klump offici-
ating. Burial was in Glen Eden 
Cemetery, Livonia. 

He was born April 30, 1925 in 
Detroit. He died March 15 in 
Grand Rapids. He was an auto-
motive engineer for Ford Motor 
Co. for 44 years. 

He came to the Plymouth 
community in 1955 from Wayne. 
He was a member of the United 
Methodist church of Plymouth. 
He was a Mason at the Wayne 
Masonic Lodge. He had a sum-
mer residence in Black Lake, 
Mich. He loved golfing, bowling, 
and baseball. 

He graduated from Wayne 
Memorial High School. 

Survivors include his wife, Flo-
rence of Plymouth; three chil-
dren, Gary (Gretchen) of Grand 
Rapids , Kathy (Patr ick) 
Dougherty of Sault Ste. Marie, 
Keith (Debbie) of Westminister, 
Colo.; two brothers, Richard ( 
Dorothy) of Fairf ield Glade, 
Tenn., Melvin (CeUa) of Ocquec, 
Mich, twin s i s te r , Geraldine 
(Jim) Keon of Westland; Bister-

• in-law, Carol Wootton and Mary 
Wootton; 11 grandchi ldren , 
J o h n , Will iam, Andrew, 
Kathryn, Shannon, Kelly, Tara, 
Brigette, Ryan, Brandon, Karli; 
and three great-grandchildren, 
Madison, Megan and Jordan. 

Memorials may be made to the 
American Cancer Society. 

THOMAS H. WARD 

Services for Thomas H. Ward, 
60, of Plymouth Township will 
be March 20 at the L.J. Griffin 
Funeral Home, Westland, with 
Rev. Drexel E. Morton of St. 
Michael Lutheran Church offici-
ating. 

He was born July 31, 1939 in 
Detroit. He died March 15 in 
the V A Hospital of Detroit. He 
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was in the armed forces. 
Survivors include his mother. 

Alberta McLean; two s is ters . 
Dona Ladach, Kathy Sajdak; and 
three brothers, Robert Ward, 
Stephen McLean, and Kenneth' 
McLean. 

THOMAS A. CHRISTOFF 

Services for Thomas A. 
Christoff, 47, of Plymouth were 
Marcfc 17 at St. Mary Catholic 
Chureh, Wayne with the Rev. 
Jack H. Baker officiating. 

He Was born Dec. 12, 1952 in 
Detroit. He died March 14 in 
Livonia. He was a design engi-
neer for Ford Motor Co./Vi8teon 
and was a member of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers. 

He was a graduate, of John 
Glenn High School in Westland, 
and received his bachelor ' s 
degree from the University of 
Michigan in 1974. He had lived 
in Plymouth since 1986 and pre-
viously in Livonia. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Judith Ann 'Mireles) Christoff of 
Plymouth; parents , Alan and 
Mary ChriBtoff of West land; 
three daughters, Diana Christoff 
of Ypsilanti, Maria Christoff of 
Plymouth, Alicia Jean Christoff 
of Plymouth; two sisters, Debra 
Chr is toff of Ind iana , S u s a n 
Christoff of Dearborn; and one 
brother. Glen (Mary) Christoff of 
Livonia. 

Memorials may be made to the 
American Heart Association, 
Midwest Affiliate, Dept. 77-3968, 
Chicago, 111. 60678-3968. 

MAROARET L CUUNSMIH 
Services for Margaret J. Cli-

nansmith. 90. of Ypsilanti (for-
merly of Salem Township) will 
be 4 p.m. Saturday, March 25 at 
the Fi rs t United Methodis t 
Church of South Lyon. 

She was born March 14, 1909 
in Onaway, Mich. She died 
March 12. She was a member of 
the Sunshine Club. 

She was preceded in death by 
two brothers. Survivors include 
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her huBband, Walter Clinan-
smith of Ypsilanti; four children, 
Bruce (Sally) Presley of Ypsilan-
ti, Walter (Birdie) Clinansmith 
of Plymouth, Joanne (Norman) 
Ladd of Coldwater , Beverly 
(Robert) Coe of Coldwater; sis-
ter-in-law, Doris Avis; 28 grand-
children; 27 great-grandchildren; 
and four nephews. 

Memorials may be made to 
Arbor Hospice, 2366 Oak Valley 
Drive, Ann Arbor, Midi. 48103-
8944. 

Local a r r a n g e m e n t s were 
made by the Phillips Funeral 
Home, South Lyon. 

ELEANOR OLIVER 

Services for Eleanor Oliver, 
67, of Plymouth Township were 
held March 22 at the Schrader-
Howell Funera l Home, Ply-
mouth, with Pastor Norman D. 
Long officiating. Burial was in 
Riverside Cemetery, Plymouth. 

She was born July 10, 1932, in 
Plymouth and died March 18 in 
Plymouth. She was a cafeteria 
manager for the Plymouth-Can-

"ton Schools for 20 years. She 
came to the Plymouth communi-
ty in 1959 from Livonia. She 
loved bingo, crossword puzzles 
and reading books. She was also 
an excellent cook and baker. 

She was preceded in death by 
her daughter, Hope Oliver. Sur-
vivors include her husband , 
Harold of Plymouth; three sons, 
Char les Oliver of Plymouth , 
William Oliver of Plymouth and 
Gary (Debbie) Oliver of Livonia; 
two bro thers , Robert (Terr i ) 
Cramb of F rase r , Mich., and 
Richard (Joan) Cramb of West 
Branch, Mich.; her mother, Inez 
Cramb of Plymouth; and six 
grandchildren. 

Memorials may be made to the 
American Lung Association or 
Angela Hospice. 

GLORIA JANE TERR1EN 
Services for Gloria Jane Ter-

rien, 55, of Westland were held 
March 23 at the Schrader-How-

ell Funeral Home, Plymouth, 
with the Rev. Tom Kirwan offici-
ating. Burial was in Riverside 
Cemetery, Plymouth. 

She was born April 24, 1944, 
in White Ea r th Township, 
Minn., and died March 19 in 
Wayne. She was a homemaker. 
She came to the Westland com-
munity in 1922 from Plymouth 
and was a member of St. 
Raphael Catholic Church in Gar-
den City. She loved to collect 
Beanie Babies with her grand-
children. She also enjoyed col-
lecting Native American memo-
rabilia. 

She was preceded in death by 
her two b ro the r s . Ear l and 
Leonard Bellanger. Survivors 
include her husband, Michael of 
Westland; two Sons, Dave (Bar-

bara! Booth of Lavonia and Dale 
Michael (Leeann) Booth of Ply-
mouth; th ree s i s te rs , Gladys 
Shroff of Ft. Wayne, Ind., Flo-
rence Parks of Ky., and De lores 
Campbell of Ft. Wayne, Ind.; 
three brothers , Kenneth Bel-
langer of Westland, Peter Bel-
langer of Livonia and Edward 
Bellanger of Ft. Wayne; and four 
grandchildren. 

THELMA L FERQUSON 

Services for Thelma L. Fergu-
son, 85, of Plymouth were held 
March 18 in Northrop-Sassman 
Funeral Home, Northville, with 
the Rev. Louise R. Ott of Novi 
United Methodist Church offici-
ating. Burial was in Rural Hill 
Cemetery. 

She was born Aug. 23, 1914, in 
Farina, 111., and died March 16 

in Plymouth. She was a 70-year 
resident of Northville. Prior t#^ 
her retirement she was a salei-; 
clerk in a dime store. She was 
member of Novi Un i t e^^ 
Methodist Church and was ir< 
very active member of the Aaso^ 
ciation for Retarded Children. V 

She was preceded in death bj£; 
her parents, Esly Nirider 
Anne Dixon; and her hush 
Clyde K. Ferguson on Oct. 1< 
1990- Surv ivors include he*-, 
three children. Dennis FergusoQ^; 
of Plymouth, Jo lene Jacobs^-
Ph.D., of Northville and Willian^ 
Ferguson of Plymouth; one-I 
brother , Cecil Nirider o£; 
Brighton; three grandchildren^; 
and one great-grandchild. I< 

Memorials may be made t i -
Novi Methodist Church 

W A N T E D : 

C l a s s r o o m S p a c e 

Were a nonprofit agency looking for 
classroom space in western Wayne County 

for an expanding Head Start program. 

\ 
Please call Dean Kowalski at 734-727-3133 

NOW AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE! 

FREE L O N G D I S T A N C E 

FREE R O A M I N G * 

P A G E R 

4- T A X 
NOTICE: 

To AIK Current 
Ameritech 

Digital Customers: 
Come ii^and trade 

your current 
digital ^hone for 
the new TDMA 

i Digital 
Absolutely FREE1. 

ONE YEAR OF 
AIRTIME INCLUDED 

SOUTHFIELD 
3 6 0 6 4 W. TWELVE MILE 

248-827-3000 

C A N T O N 
45200 FORD ROAD 
734-455-5100 

NOKIA 
CELL PHONE 
•LOCAL CALLING* 

M o n t h 

Includes 100 Minutes a Month Includes 300 Minutes a Month 

•Certain Phones 

NO ROAMING FEE! 
NO LONG DISTANCE FEE! 

M I D W E S T 
P L A N 

M o n t h 

PAGING 
AIRTIME 

as $ £ 9 5 
As' A Month 

See Store for Details! 

Out-the-Door Special 

PRE-PAY PHONES 
$ 4 Q 9 5 

* Tax 
includes 30 Minutes FREE 

eritec 
Authorizes Cellular Deafer 

C A T 
DETROIT 

CORNER GRAND RIVER A TELEGR APH 

313-794-8000 

I O N 
GARDEN CITY 

31335 FORD ROAD 

734-421-8000 

WALLED LAKE 
CORNER P0NTIAC TRAIL 

103 E. WALLED LAKE 

248-960-4446 

FARI •TON 

22181 Middlemen 

248-888-8300 

WESTLAND 
CORNER FORD A WAYNE 

734-641-8888 
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