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someone the business -~ as in
Business Person of the Year.
The chamber is accepting -
.Person of the Year and Athena
are given annually to a top.
performer in the business
oomzzmunizy who is involved in
irgLanton g better place to
live kr’cgd someone
who is instrumental in
furthering the achievements and
goals of women in the

This year’s honorees will be
saluted during the chamber’s
May 3 luncheon at the Summit,
Carmen Harlan, WDIV-TV
news anchor, will be the keynote
speaker. 33

The Observer Newspapers
sponsors the Business Person of
the Year Award.

The nomination deadline for
both awards is the close of
business on Tuesday, April 18.
For more information or to
receive a nomination form by
fax, call the chamber at (734)
453-4040.
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Popular music: Paradime
can hold its own among
the best hip-hop artists.
The Livonia rapper was
nominated for two Detroit
Music Awards. /E1

It matters: Go with your
feelings when you hire

someone to sell your
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The first place to visit
when you're looking for a
d . new place to live?
The Real Estate ads
_in today’s
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Home project is mired

Canton residents

net

When Dax and Lina Patel contracted
Pearce Exterior Services to build a
patio, they viewed it as the final piece
to their dream home in Canton’s posh
Fairways West subdivision. N

Nine months later, the couple is out
more than $6,000 and the patio is far
from complete. Worse yet, reputable
contractors are reluctant to finish the
job left by Pearce Exterior,

“He left me with a big mess that
nobody will touch unless they can rip
us off, too,” said Lina Patel. “Big com-
panies won't do the work. Small com-
panies want to rip you off.”

Pearce Exterior Services is based in
Holland, Mich. The Observer attempt-

hometownnewspapers.net

Dax and Linda Patel are

caught between concrete and a hard place -
| and out $6,000 for a incomplete patio. Their

first contractor has a :
job and others are reluctant to pick it up.

parently abandoned the

ed to contact the firm’s owner, Michael
Pearce, for this story but was unsuc-
cessful. The phone number of the busi-
ness was listed as disconnected late
Tuesday afternoon.

The Patels were not new. to Canton
when they moved into their 3,300-
square-foot home just west of Beck
Road in November 1998.

The family lived in the Glengarry
subdivision for five years, in fact, after
moving from Pennsylvania. They decid-
ed to stay in the township for a number
of reasons.

“We were very happy with Canton,”
said Lina Patel. “It's in the center of
everything. We liked the library and
the Summit. We had a great neighbor-

Please see PATIO, Ad

nton@bserver
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Unfinished: Linda Patel shows off the mound of dirt that was
supposed to be the patio at her new home.

Getting a sneak peak at prom night

pemrer——

the annual prom fashion show

last week in the Plymouth Canton High

School cafeteria. Pictured at left, Michelle Bernard (from left) Puja Amin,
and Lauren Devine sashay onto the runway. For a story and more photos
from this year’s show, please turn to page A9 in today’s Observer. g

" B STAFF PEOTOS BY PAUL. HURSCHMANN
Dressing to the nines: Dan Souphis (right) adjusts his bow tie while chang-
ing tuxedos with Drew Owens (center) and Bryon Kindernay backstage at

Police: Shoplifter, 11, assaults store manager

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
Y !...L

net

An 11l-year-old Canton boy was
arrested March 16 after assaulting a
convenience store manager.

The middle school student, whose
name is being withheld by the Observ-
er, will face charges of assault and

retail fraud in juvenile court or at 35th
District Court in Plymouth, Canton
Police Sgt. Charles Raycraft said.

“We will make a determination later
this week,” he said as to who would
hear the case.

The incident occurred at a 7-Eleven
convenience store on Canton Center
Road near Warren March 16 at approx-

Supply wars
Office Depot is second
retailer to hit town

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM

AFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.h mm.net

Metro Detroit's 16th Office Depot
store is scheduled to open Saturday
along Canton’s Ford Road business cor-
ridor - making it Canton’s second large
office supply store to open in the town-
ship within six months.

Office Depot joins competitor Office
Mazx, located on 43195 Ford near Mor-
ton Taylor. Office Max opened in
September 1999,

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack said
the competition would be a good thing.

“Here we've gone from having no
office supply stores a year ago to twe,”
Yack said, -adding “It's nice to see the
last portion of the Super Kmart site

developed.”

Yack said Canton residents had to go
to Westland to shop for office supplies
before Office Max and Office Depot
opened.

*It was always kind of inconvenient
to go to Westland - now we'll have a
choice of two” office supply stores, he
said.

A public grand opening and ribbon
cutting ceremony is planned for noon
Saturday at the store, at 41690 Ford
Road, Office Depot is located next to
Super Kmart at the corner of Haggerty

The 30,000-square-foot store will sell
office and school supplies, business
machines and computer hardware and
supplies. Services provided at Office
Depot include printing, copying, faxing
personalized checks and business

Please sce OFFICE DEPOT, A3
Newsroom: 734-459-2700

imately 4 p.m., according to township
police reports.

The boy walked into the store, took
two boxes of cookies and concealed
them in his jacket, reports said. The
11-year-old then left the store

Ruhit Patel, a 51-year-old manager,
stopped the boy in the parking lot
Reports said he told the 11-year-old to

return the cookies

The boy gave back one of the boxes,
reports said. Patel, who declined te
comment on the incident, then took
him back in the store and told him he
was going to call his parents.

The boy refused to give his parents

Please see ASSAULT, A8

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFY WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.aet

Yeeeeehaw, partner, it's time to
saddle up and get ready for the Can
ton Chamber of Commerce’s Dinner
Auction

“Diamonds and Denim” is the
theme for the 12th annual event,
which will be held March 31 at Lau
rel Manor in Livonia. Festivities
begin at 7 p.m

“We want everyone to have a good
time.” said auction chairman Tony
Kwilos, “and come dressed in cos-
tume. Ten gallon hats are welcome
The closer vou look to Garth Brooks
the better.”

About 140 items will be auctioned
either live or silently. From trips to
jewelry, it'll be a virtual bonanza

Canton Chamber kicks
up its spurs for auction

B ‘Ten gallon hats are wel
come. The closer you look
to Garth Brooks, the bet-
ter.’

~Tony Kwtlos,

auction chairman

according to Kwilos

“We'll be auctioning two Red
Wings' playoff tickets along with a
signed Steve Yzerman hockey stick,”
he added

The auction i1s the chamber's
largest fund-raising event each year
A golf outing is also held each
August, but it raises substantially
ie‘ﬁx

“Please soe AUCTION, A6
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A pair of Detroit Red Wings

tickets were stolen from a 31-
year-old Brighton man in Can-

'unmtly.mﬁnctoM-

% reports. :
tickets, valued at 8180 %
wmltolenﬁnmthom'lpek

et on March 14. Reports said the
jacket was in an office trailer at
a home construction site at Ford
and Beck roads. -

Police have no suspects.

Damaged vehicle
* A 28-year-old Ypsilanti man’s
2000 Ford pickup truck was

deliberately damaged Friday in °

Canton, reports said.

The vehicle was pnrked at a pried

Lotz Road motel between 1: :30

,e.m.endimhmﬁinidm
unknown person scratched the
paint on the driver’s door and

flattened a tire.
Damage was estimated at
$300, reports said. Police have
no suspects,

: Equipment stolen

More than $600 worth of
equipment was stolen from a
Canton man's storage shed
recently. .

- Reports said the shed was
open. A tool box ($90) and
heater ($525) were stolen. :

The incident occurred between
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Mune mayhem

Canton police arrested an

unidentified woman Friday for
attempting to steal a compact
disc from Dearborn Mui.e on
Ford Road. :

The woman, who repone dxd-'.

n't identify, set off an alarm

when she tried to leave thé

store, reports said. A CD valued
at $13.99 was discovered. She
was subsequently arrested and
taken to the Canton Police
Department.

The incident occurred at
approximately 3:30 p.m.

Busted : SEA
A 20-year-old Plymouth man
was arrested in Canton Friday

mhoe discovered mnruua—

Re orts said the man, who
a 1993 Buick:
over néar the inter-

"mtmn of Lilley Road md

- .~ Barchester Street, which is-

south of Warren, at about 6 p.m.

. The 20-year-old wasn't wearing

a seat belt, reports said.

Canton police arrested him
when he was unable to produce
a driver’s license. An officer sub-
sequently searched his vehicle
and found a small amount of
mruunnn, reports said.

Domestic violence

A 19-year-old Canton woman
was the victim of domestic vio-
lence Friday, according to

re §
: %l’m woman's ex-boyfriend

came to hér home on Stacey
Street at about 4 p.m. An argu-
ment about their child ensued
and resulted in the 20-year-old
man punching and kicking her,

- reports said.

The man, whose residence
wasn't given in reports, left after

* assaulting the woman,

_ mrmm

Timothy Paul Finch, 13, has
been named Carrier of the
Month for March by the Canton
Observer :

'hmotﬁy delivers the Canton

Observer in the McIntyre Manor
subdivision. He has been deliv-
Observer since

The Eut Middle School sev-
enth-grader’s favorite subjects
are Physical Education and
Social Studies,  His hobbies are
playing baseball, coin collecting,
and playing Ping-Pong. He was

accepted into the TAG Program

(Talented and Gifted) four years

ago. ‘

Timothy wants to go to Flori-
da Tech University to become an
Aeronautical/Aerospace Engi-
neer.

Earning money and the spe-
cial friendships that he estab-
lishes with customers are some
of the things he likes about his
route.

Commumcatlon with people is

Timothy Paul Finch

one skill that he has developed.
Timothy is the son of Frank
and Kathy Finch.

nnmmtoblcmmm.phmedl
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Officials see gains with post office move

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe. homecomm.net

‘Township officials say they
hope the United States Postal

CANTON 6

Wi WIME YARDS (R)

1:00, 3:10, 5:10, 7:20, 9:20

© ERIN BROCKOVICH (R)

11:48, 1.50,.2:15, 4:20, 4:45, 6:50,

12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:25
© NINTH GATE (R)
11:30, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 8:30

Right now, we are displaying an up-to-the-minute collection of .
bedroom and dining room home furnishings that's clean, simple

and fresh in style. Handcrafted of solid cherry, this easy to live
with collection is built to last a lifetime. Come se¢ today!

Now Sprmg Sale Pnced at 40% off Reta.d!

f/Buzmbcrg
~ fine Surniture

muuu&monmm-aﬁuw-lm
uw Thuss., Fri. M-MM mio—éo&m 1-3
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Service's recent moving of mail
sorting operations to the Canton
post office will bring improved
customer service.

Elizabeth Najduch, USPS
communications specialist, said
on-gite mail processing has

‘ begun at the Canton post office,

involving about 20 to 23 employ-

; - ees. Cunton mail sorting was

done at the Westland
post office.

“Everything we do le to
improve customer service,” Naj-
duch said.’

Service has been an issue with

. customers since before the post

‘office opened in 1998. Many cus-
tomers have reported problems
with mail delivery, some com-

Plymouth-Canton Community

* Schools Driver Education Pro-
gram will take place at 8 a.m.

Saturday, March 25 at the Can-
ton High School Cafeteria.
' 'This will be the only registra-
tion day.
If the student/parent cannot

plaining about receiving mail as
late as 7:30 p.m.

Canton Clerk Terry Bennett
has said that at times, she has
gone to the post office to pick up
mail herself so that the township
can process it in a timely man-
ner..

“If (bringing sorting to Canton)
will improve service to our resi-
dents, then I think it's a good
idea,” Bennett said. “I'm for it if
it means mail gets delivered in a

_timely mannet.”

In other post office news, the
USPS is still moving ahead with
plans to purchase nearly one
acre of township land to build an
additional parking lot, according
to Canton Supervisor Tom Yack.

register on this date, someone
else may register for that per-
son. Registration is scheduled
on a birth date basis. Any stu-
dents who will be at least 14
years and 8 months old prior to
the first day of class (a birth
date before Nov. 21, 1985) will
be eligible for this summer’s

Postal officials have said the
parking lot will be used by
employees.

“They're going to make an
appraisal,” Yack said, adding
that the process could take seven
to 12 weeks.

The post office purchased 4.6
acres from the township for
$474,720 in 1996. The land pur-
chased was part of Griffin Park.

Yack said there should be no
trouble approving the land sale
to the USPS at the township
board level,

“If (building the parking lot)
improves customer service in
any fashion, I'm sure our board
will support it. It doesn’t mean
we:l give (the land) away,” Yack
said.

- Driver education registration is Saturday

" Registrition' for. this surniers

driver education program.

Registration forms can be
picked up in either the Canton
or Salem High School general
offices. This year there is a
charge of $166 for this program
payable upon registration. This
includes a workbook.

Specializing in Gifts
and Furnishings in
the Country Tradition

% Anniversary”
a Sale!

i ' Handerafted Furniture ¢
3 G,&s * Collectables * Antiques

-

* Door Pnzes *
* Refreshments *

5206 Plymouth Road
1% miles east of US-23
Just outside of Ann Arbor
(734) 663-5558

Menday thru Saturday 10-6
Friday until 8, Sunday 11-5

~

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2000

(C)A3

l-w e S

& _ifjj”-‘;:’ P@T

STAry PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Grand opening: Office Depot on Ford Road opens for business Saturday. The store

will add 40 jobs to Canton’s employment base.

-

Office Depot ;... ...«

forms, computer installation and
rentals, as well as delivery and
credit.

Store hours are 7 a.m. to 9
p.m. Monday through Friday, 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday.

“I think it's going to be a nice -
addition to the community,” said
David Griffin, president of the
Canton Chamber cf Commerce.
“We're certainly delighted to
have another business opening
in town - it shows how vibrant

Man tries

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

Proper training may have paid
off for a 10-year-old Plymouth
girl Thursday.

The girl was approached
around 5 p.m. by a man driving
a van in the area of Harvey and
Carol in the city of Plymouth.
The driver demanded the girl get
into the van, and the girl
promptly ran home to tell her
mother.

“The little girl did exactly the

the community is.”

Eileen Dunn, vice president of
investor relations and public
relations for Office Depot, said
about 40 employees are expected
to be employed at tho;éﬁn;on
store. :

Canton was chosen as.g Office
Depot site because of its high
number of small businesses —
Office: Depot’s target customers.

“This particular location met
the criteria for our target mar-

ket,” Dunn said. “It had a signifi-
cant amount of small business
counts.”

To celebrate the opening,
Office Depot will donate $1,000
in gift certificates to the Detroit

“ Urban League. Additionally, a

donation of $500 will be made to
the Livonia Churchill.Chorala-
tions of Churchill High School,
according to-a press release. The
Choralations are also scheduled
to perform.

to lure girl into van

right thing,” Plymouth police
Sgt. Steve Hundersmarck said.
*She went home and reported
the event to her mother, who
immediately called the police.”

The driver is described as a
dark-skinned white male around
40 years old with short black
hair, a beard and mustache.
According to Hundersmarck, he
was driving an “older, rusted,
faded red van with no windows
in the back.”

“We went out there, but there
was no sign of the vehicle or the

person,” Hundersmarck said.
“We're asking anyone who might
have seen the van or the person
to report it.”

More importantly, he said,
parents should advise their chil-
dren to avoid any vehicle or per-
son matching the descriptions.

“Actually, they should avoid
anyone or anything suspicious
looking,” Hundersmarck said.

Anyone with any information
about this incident can call the
police department at (734) 453-
8600.

Putting

Hulsing

into a recent project.

on the prize as she attempts to sink a bas-
ket during the Hoops for Heart marathon.

Waiting their turn: Stephame Lacasse, 9, (from leﬁ’) Amber Nickell, 9, Briana

’}‘ -

Beyer, 8, Beth Sample, 8, and Eileen Hail, 8

relay.

8, watch their teammates during a

their heart
into it at

tudents in the third, fourth and
fifth grade at Hulsing Elementary -
School in Canton put their hearts

As part of the school's Hoops for Heart
Marathon, the students participated in
relays during a week’s worth of Physical
Education classes and collected pledges
from family and friends for the fund-rais-
er, which will benefit the American Heart

Physical Education instructors Dave
STAYY PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCEMANY - Pedewa and Mark Copp led the program
Ready, alm... Nicole Martin, 9, has her eyes - gnd coordinated collecting funds.

Cheap reads

gain prices

The Canton Public Library,
and noon-5 p.m. Sunday
priced items as well.

Sale in February.

Good shot

This weekend you can fill your bookcase at bar-

1200 S. Canton
Center, will hold a used book sale Saturday and
Sunday. Hours are 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Saturday
Hardcovers are $1. and
paperbacks 50 cents. There will be some specially

The library raised $14,000 at its Big Used Book

Canton resident Bradley Harbison won in his
age division at the recent district and regional
Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest.

Bradley, a fourth-grader at St. Raphael School
in Garden City, went on to compete this month in
the statewide competition near Grand Rapids.

He is the son of Linda and Gordon Harbison

CANTON CONNECTION

Republicans elect officers

The Canton Republican Club elected officers
for 2000 at its annual meeting this month.

State Rep. Bruce Patterson, R-Canton, was re-
elected president. Herb Scott was re-elected vice
president. Serving as treasurer will be Steve
Conley; Robert Bovitz was elected secretary.

Melissa McLaughlin, Canton Township trdstee
and a member of the township planning commis-
sion, was named recording secretary.

Following the election of officers, committee
members were appointed.

from Bank One.

Commitment to excellence

Catherine Brozek of Canton Township recently
received a Commitment to Excellence Award

Brozek is a manager at the Orchard Lake-
Maple branch of Bank One in West Bloomfield

Did you know?

® The library will be (i(w-d on
Friday, March 24, to tie in the
water service and move the fire
hydrant that would otherwise be

in the middle of the youth
department?

® Sunday, March 26, is “Make
Up Your Own Holiday Day? It's

a t’ill\ you may name whatever

- holiday you want

W For quicker postal service
processing, you should print
your addresses in capital letters
and use at least 12-point type

Construction update

The library expansion is well
under way with the first phase
involving the youth department
on the west gide of the building
Visit the proposed floor plan and

our photo album of the expan-
sion at our Web
www . metronet. lib.mi.us/can-
ton/updates/index.html

Web Watch
Check out these Web sites:
B www.mamma.com
B www.chatdictionary.com
B www . webinfosearch.com
2

www_lycos.com/roadmap html
B www.pewebopaedia.com

Q&A

Q: What was “Near Miss
Day?"

A: On March 23, 1989, a

mountain-sized asteroid passed
within 50,000 miles of earth, a
very close call, according to
NASA. Impact would have
equaled the strength of 40,000
hydrogen bombs, created a
crater the size of the District of
Columbia and devastated every-
thing for 100 miles in all direc-
uons

The source for this information
is “Chase’s 2000 Calendar of
Events.”

Tasteful mysteries
Here are some whodunnits in

site”

which food plays a central role.

B “Thyme of Death” by Susan
Wittig Albert

8 “The Blue Corn Murders” by
Nancy Pickard

B “Prime Cut”
Davidson

8 “A Taste for Murder™ by
Claudia Bishop

B “Funeral Food” by Kathleen
Taylor

by Diane Mott

Good reads

Here are some books that are
bound to make you feel better

8 ‘Rum Punch” by Elmore
Leonard

@ “A Superior Death” by Neva
da Barr

B “Slaughterhouse Five” by
Kurt Vonnegut

B “A Town Like Alice” by
Nevil Shute

8 “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn”
by Betty Smith

@ the Cantor Library 1s com
piled by Laura Dorog: of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 S. Canton Center. For more
information about library pro
grams and services, call 397

0999

Domestic violence shelter seeks yolunteers

First Step project on domestic
violence and sexual assault
seeks volunteers. Become a vol-
unteer and help other people
while putting an end to domestic

violence and sexual assault in
your commuanity.

First Step has been active in

the effort to-end violence in
Western Wayne County and

Downriver communities for more
than 20 years, Volunteer oppor-
tunities are available for women
and men. For more information,
call (734) 416-1111, ext. 223

Yeah, you look cool.
Everyone will want to be seen in embroidery from Monkeywear

Made in the USA and imported. Girls’ sizes 7

7.18

Black capri pants, cotton/rayon/spandex. $94

Pink

dress,cotton

nylon/spandex, $102

\ Girls

Bumingham ¢ (248) 644-6900 “0'”.“ Rochestar + (248) 651-8000

SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON
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