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Calling all home
do-it-yourselfers

Send us a
photo of a recent
home improve-
ment project
done by you per-
sonally in your
home or yard and
the Observer will
publish your
material in two upcoming special
sections. Include information on
cost of material, where you bought
it and how long the job took. Send
to Special Projects Editor Raiph R.
Echtinaw, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia, M| 48150. Include a stamped,
self-addressed envelope if you want
the photos back. Submissions for
work on your house or garage must
be received by March 24, Submis-
sions for work in your yard must be
received by April 14. Questions?
Cali Ralph at (734) 953-2054.
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AT HOME

Bloomin’ Motown: You
might think you've found
heaven on Earth after vis-
iting “Detroit ABloom,”
the theme of this year’s
flower show, at the 82nd
annual GMC Builders
Home and Garden Show
next weekend. /D8

ENTERTAiNMENT

Thoator' “Cactus Flower
opening Friday, March
24, in the Liberal Arts
Theatre at Schoolcraft
College in Livonia, takes
the audience back to the
1960s. The cast includes
Christopher Curd of Can-
ton and Brian Taylor of
Plymouth. /E1

Music: On Saturday, the
Plymouth Symphony
Orchestra presents
“Scenes and Landscapes,”
‘a concert featuring guest
accordionist Peter
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Thinking about a new car
or a good second car?
You'll find a huge selection
of auto ads in today’s
HomeTown Classifieds

3 teens
busted
In crime
spree

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Three Canton teenagers believed to
be involved in a Virginia armed rob-
bery led township police on a chase
that ended in Monroe County Friday.

Two of the teens are 16-year-olds
while the third is 19. The names of all
three are being withheld by police due
to age and the pending arraignment of
the 19-year-old.

He's currently being held in the
Wayne County Jail, Canton police Sgt.
Charles. Raycraft said. The two
younger suspects are currently in a
Wayne County youth home, he added.

" All three are facing extradition to
Virginia on armed robbery charges.
“It's possible all three could be tried

Please see SPREE, Ab

Birchler
resigns

following

criticism
- ]

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

SCHOOLS

The news release says the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education has accept-
ed the resignation of John Birchler,
executive director for business and
operations.

In reality, several trustees during
regular meetings have been openly
critical of Birchler’s work, and an exec-

Please see MOVE, AS

Detroit Kennel Club
with owners Elizabeth

Canton, Michigan

First dip: Kelyndra
Vieira and daughier
Emdza, 1 7 months,

right, Ryan Shaw,
17 months, getsa |
quick dunk in the
pool from his moth-
er; Lori.The six-week
. class for parents
and infants (6 to 18
months) meets Mon- .
day mornings, and.
there is another
class Saturday
mornings.

Making waves at the Summit

STAFY PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Golng for the gold: Pulis Tarka (left) and Shegi will return to the

show at Cobo Hall this weekend, along
ller and Marge Wulf of Canton.

©2000 HomeTown Communications Network™

Builder
avoids
jail term

B Roy Mason will have to
repay thousands of dollars
to Canton residents for
decks and other home
improvements the builder
promised but never com-
pleted. Judge David Ker-
win also placed Mason on
probation for five years.

A Livonia man convicted of defraud-
ing more than a half-dozen metropoli-

tan Detroit residents will not go to jail. -

Builder Roy B. Mason, 43, was sen-
tenced to five years probation and was
ordered to repay thousands of dollars
to victims by Wayne County Circuit
Court Judge David Kerwin Tuesday.

“What you owe them,” the judge told
Mason sternly, “is the bare minimum
of what you took from them. If there
are any violations of the conditions of
your probation, I will put you in jail.”

Mason pled guilty to eight counts of
obtaining money under false pretenses
over $100. He could have received up
to 10 years in jail, a $5,000 fine or both
on each count.

“I would've like to see him do some
jail time,” said Canton resident Adon-
na Wright, whom Mason swindled out
of more than $12,000. “But I am glad
for the restitution.”

Bruce Conroy, a Canton resident
who claims that Mason took $2,860
from him, agreed. He was skeptical of

& : ever getting his money back.

*It's hard to believe that he would

- ever do the right thing,” Conroy said.

Mason was also convicted of defraud-
ing Plymouth and Northville township
residents. Canton Police Detective
Steve Miller said Mason is facing simi-
lar charges in Oakland and Livingston
counties

Mason was scheduled for trial on
the Wayne County charges a year ago,
but failed to appear. Police finally
caught up with him in Livenia on Dec.
22. He has been held in the Wayne
County jail since.

The list of Mason’s victims is
lengthy.

He told Wright he'd build decks and
ramps for her house and her mother's.
Wright told Kerwin she paid Mason

Please see BUILDER, A6

Show time

Owners hope shaggy dog
story has happy ending

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFY WRITER
hneedham@oe homecomm.net

Elizabeth Keller of Canton will be
among dog owners with an eye on the
prize at the Detroit Kennel Club dog
show - only her dogs’ shaggy manes
may prevent them from seeing the
prize as well as she does

She and friend Marge Wulf will be
showing male pulis Tarka, 10 and
Shegi, 3, in the “best of breed” category
at the dog show at Cobo Hall Satarday
and Sunday. The dogs, both former
“best of breed” winners, will be among
2,000 dogs encompassing 150 different
breeds expected to compete in the 84th
annual show

The medium-sized herding dog is
best known for its characteristic shag

gy coat that, when developed naturally,
forms cords that slightly resemble

dreadlocks. In older dogs, these cords

typically reach the floor

“1 like the coat and it does attract
attention,” Keller said

As striking as the coat may look

however, it still creates some grooming
problems for owners.

“My job is to see that the cords don't
get twisted,” Keller added

Pulis may be shown either corded or
brushed, according to information in
the American Kennel Club Web site
www . akc.org

Keller, a retired Redford Union
teacher, has been showing pulis for 30
years and has on occasion bred them

Her home contains dozens of puli fig

Please see DOG SHOW, A4

Board follows planners, rejects charter school

BY SCOTT DANTEL
STAF? WRITER

A charter glementary school will not
be built at the corner of Warren and
Ridge roads.

Canton's Board of Trustees Tuesday
denied a special land use request for

National Heritage Academies. It's the
second time this year the board has
said thanks but no thanks to the
Grand Rapids-based company.
The denial was recommended last
month by the Canton Planning Com-
“1 think the concept of a charter

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

school is excellent,” said Trustee Phil
LaJoy. “But I think because of the size
of the site, it’s not a good fit.”

An overflow crowd in the board's
chambers cheered the decision, which
was unanimous

“This i® a horrible site for any
school,” said Eric Krupp, who repre-

Northwest Canton Home
owners Association. “We're against it.”

Parcel size and potential impact on
the beauty road status of Ridge were
among the reasons cited by the board
in making its decision

Please see CHARTER, A8
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A Sﬁ-ym-dd Canton woman
was the victim of ethnic intimi-

Canton Police

She discovered the letters
“KKK” written in freshly fallen
snow on her car shortly before 8
p-m. The Canterbury Street resi-
dent, an African-American, told

before.

Canton Police have no sus-
pects.
Warrant arrest

A 25-year-old Belleville man
was arrested by township police
after being pulled over on Ford
Road near Morton Taylor Sun-
day.

Reports said an officer spotted

_the man, who was driving a
1988 Ford Bronco, not wearing a
seat belt. The officer then made
a traffic stop at about 2 a.m.

A background check revealed
four autstanding warrants. for
the Belleville man. Two were for
driving with. a suspended
license, one for driving under the
influence and a fourth for inde-
cent exposure, reports said.

BY TEDD SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER - .
tschn

About four dozen people, most-
ly party faithful, showed up Sat-
urday to cast their ballots at the

13th Congressional District

Democratic caucus site in the
Plymouth Cultural Center.

“Telated colamn, Paga KT

Dennig Galbraith of Canton
voted for Vice President Al'Gore,
as did most of those attending
the closed presidential nominat-
ing session. “I like his stand on
the issues, particularly health
care and education,” Galbraith
said before depositing his yellow
declaration into a labeled card-
board ‘box at the front of the
small auditorium.

Mary Montgomery of
Northville said she was support-
ing Bill Bradley, the former New
Jersey senator who officially
withdrew from the race Thurs-
day. Bradley hasn't released the
delegates he's won so far and
Michigan caucus-goers were
allowed to write in any candi-
date, although Gore and Bradley
were the only printed names on
the ballot.

Montgomery said she was
determineéd to vote Saturday
even though her candidate won't
be the Democratic nominee. “I'm
proud of my veting record. I
haven’t missed many elections,”
she said.

“'Iliketogetoutand talk with

dation Sunday, nccotdinl to

. police she had not been bothered °

e

- »

. The man was arrested and
transported to Canton’s police
department without incident.
Bike stolen

A bicycle valued at more than

$200 was stolen from a Geddes
Road home Friday, reports said.

Someone broke into a storage

shed and took the bike. Police

Domestic violence

A 39-year-old Canton woman -

was the victim of domestic vio-
lence March 6, according to

_police reports.

The Aberdeen Stroet resident
asked her 17-year-old daughter
to turn her stereo down. Reports
said the teen responded by turn-
ing the stereo up.

The 39-year-old then attempt-
ed to turn the volume down her-
gelf. Reports said the teen
pushed her mother away and
then threatened to kill her.

Police responded to the home
and took teenager into custody,

community thing, a
good chance to get out
and talk to people
about the issues.’

—~Jennifer Granholm

Michigau Attorney General

people; that's why I don’t vote
absentee.”

Locally, Gore pulled 40 votes
and Bradley 7. Saturday’s count
didn't include absentee voters
from the district, who mailed
their ballots directly to the state
Democratic Party.

Statewide caucus results
showed Gore winning by 12,450
to 3,100votes.

Becky Tavarozzi of Canton,
president of the Plymouth-Can-

ton-Northville Democratic Club

and chairwoman of Saturday’s
local caucus, said she was
pleased with the turnout.

“It’s more than I expected,”
she said. “Considering the
results from Super Tuesday, 1
thought perhaps people wouldn't
bother (to turn out).”

Still, Saturday’s caucuses pale
when compared to the Feb. 22
open primary, which was domi-
nated by Republican preésiden-
tial candidates and drew 1.3 mil-
lion voters statewide, including
23,169 in the five caucus com-
munities (Plymouth, Canton and
Northville townships and the

= :-.;f‘*:";&t‘ ) ‘4.':

CALLS
t stolen

‘More than $1,000 worth of
equipment and damage was
done to a Westland man’s car
March 7 at Skatin’ Station on
Joy Road in Canton.

A cell phone, stereo speakers

~‘done to the 1991 Ford Escort’s

moon roof, reports said. The
‘vehicle was parked in the lot of

" the business from approximately

9:45 p.m. to 11:40 p.m.
Retail fraud

. A 27-year-old Fowlerville man
was arrested March 6 for retail
fraud in Canton.

Reports said he attempted to
leave Meijer on Ford Road with-

-out paying for an organizer.

Store officers stopped the man
‘and detained him.

The Fowlerville man was able

to escape and climbed on a lad-
der onto a catwalk above the

No surprise — area Dems go

B ‘I see the caucus as a

Jennifer

cities  of  Plymouth and
Northville).

Michigan ‘Attorney General
Jennifer Granholm arrived min-
utes ahead of the 11 a.m. regis-
tration cutoff time to cast her
ballot for Gore. “The suspense
{over who would win) isn’t
killing me,” she quipped:

“I see the caucus as a commu-
nity thing, a good chance to get
out and talk to people about the
issues,” said Granholm, a
Northville resident and the
state’s highest ranking Demo-
crat holding elected office.

Earl Harrington, a retired
Central Middle School teacher
and Gore supporter, said the
caucus was “a democratic way to
vote.”

“Anyone coming here can sup-
port the candidate of their
choice. We have three boxes —
one for Gore, one for Bradley
and one nmrked ‘others,”™ Har-
rington said. “I don’t feel it (the

‘Woman reports racial slur

'ctonﬂoor.rewmwd A short

time later the man lost his bal-

. ance and fell from the catwalk

floor near the store’s entrance.
About $600 worth of damage
was done to the store’s ceiling.

Reports said he was appre-
hended and turned over to Can-
ton Police without farther inei-
dent. :

Numbers

Canton Police report the fol-
lowing crime statistics for the
weekend of March 10-12. There
were 235 total calls for service,

8 21 traffic crashes, 2 crashes
with injuries

W 20 false alarms

B 8 civil/family troubles

M 6 larcenies

B 6 MDOP (destruction of
property)

W 2 UDAA (stolen cars)

B 1 breaking and entering

@ 1 assault and battery.

There were no homicides,
armed robberies or fatal acci-
dents reported.

for Gore

closed caucus) is really a deter-
rent.”

The declaration form filled in
by participants includes spaces
for name, address, Social Securi-
ty number and candidate prefer-
ence. It also asked participants
to declare that they were of vot-
ing age.

The voting took place at 11
a.m. and was followed by brief
comments, including a plea from
Paul Stevenson, co-chair of the
Justice Caucus, a group whose
declared mission is to “help the
fight to restore fairness to the
Michigan Supreme Court.”

A flier distributed at the ses-
sion urged voters to defeat
incumbent judges Cliff Taylor,
Robert Young and Stephen
Markman, all appointed by Gov.
John Engler, at the polls in
November.

The state elects Supreme
Court judges on & non-partisan
ballot, although most judges
either appointed or elected in
recent years have been Republi-
cans, Stevenson said.

There were no speeches from
representatives for presidential
candidates.

Other Democrats on the
November ballot < including
U.S. Rep. Lyn Rivers, D-Ann
Arbor, and U.S. Senate candi-
date Debbie Stabenow — had rep-
resentatives distributing
bumper stickers and materials
at Saturday’s caucus,

Most participants left the
auditorium by 11:15 a.m.

Artists sought for Liberty Fest

Canton Township would like to
extend an invitation to all artists
to be involved in the ninth Annu-
al Fine Art and Fine Craft Show
at the Liberty Fest 2000. The

- dates of the show are June 24-

25. The hours are from 10 a.m.
until 9 p.m. Saturday and 11
a.m, until 5 p.m. Sunday.
Artists can choose to display
their work under “the big tenets”

~ or can bring their own tent.
~ The art show is a juried show

and each participant will be

The 1988

have now open a new GYM.

Evro Stars Gymnastics
Boys & Gﬁh‘ﬂiw"ﬁw

mOWI

required to submit slides or pic-
tures of their work from the
approved categories: Painting,
prints, sculpture, ceramics, jew-
elry, drawing, pastel and select-
ed fine crafts. No commercially
produced merchandise will be
allowed.

Deadline for application sub-
mission is April 15. For more
information, call Sharon Dillen-
beck of D & M Studio’s at (734)
453-3710.

Stars

) Elite

o st Ao

e
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BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER .
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Canton’s Historical Museum
recently received a face-lift.

Ceiling restoration, floor
refinishing and a new sign
were among projects carried
out. Canton Historical Society
Trustee Ronni Curtis said the
museum should reopen within
the next few weeks.

“It required everything in
the museum be removed,” she
said of the work, which was
completed near the end of
February. “All of the antiques
had to be taken out not to be
damaged. We packed up every
display case.”

The building, which is at the
corner of Canton Center Road
and Heritage Drive, was first
constructed in 1849. It served
as a school, amazingly enough,
until the 1950s.

Originally built with woed,
the building burned to the
ground in the 1870s. It had
been rebuilt with brick™by
1884.

In 1977, the Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools: dis-

On display: Bonnie Berg unpacks items for display at the Canton Historical
Museum. The museum’s usual early-March opening has been delayed a few
weeks for repairs to the building.

Museum ready for season
following minor repairs

trict donated it to the histori-
cal society to be used as a
museum.

Extensive renovations were
completed by 1982.

Last summer, the museum
received a new cedar roof and
cupola. Curtis said the ceiling

to be done every year,”

STAFY PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

was damaged during the pro-
cess, however.

“The wet plaster got wet and
there was peeling and blister-
ing,” she added.

Besides ceiling repairs,
wooden floors were refinished
and minor repairs made. The
rmuseum also received a fresh
coat of paint.

“It's sparkling clean and
fresh,” Curtis said of the
museum. “We're very pleased
with how it loeks.”

Repairs cost just less than
$6,000 and were paid for out
of the historic district commis-
sion’s budget, Resource Devel-
opment Manager Mike Ager
said.

Work on the museum will
continue this summer.

-Mortar holding the brick
structure together will be
“touched up,” said Ager. In all,
about $20,000 will be spent on
museum repairs and improve-
ments, he added

“We look and see what needs
said
Ager. “It's part of what we go
through with the budget.”

T SR SR g e v

Canton hosts Project Healthy Living

Project Healthy Living (For-
merly Project Health O-Rama)
will be held from 9 a.m. until 1
p.m. Saturday, April 1 at the
Saint Joseph Mercy Canton
Health Building.

. Project Healthy Living offers
free/low cost health
screening/testing for individuals
ages 18 and over. The Canton
site will offer blood 'pressure,
height and weight, vision, and
glaucoma screening. In addition

Did you know?

@ St. Patrick was actually
born in Scotland and did not
make it to Irish shores until he
was kidnapped and sold there as
a slave?

@ The first electric razor was
marketed by Schick. Inc. on
March 18, 1931?

8 Corned beef is not a tradi
tional Irish food? The beef was
borrowed from Jewish-Ameri
cans by Irish-American immi-
grants to use as a substitute for
the more expensive and tradi-
tional Irish bacon.

@ The first patent for a laser
was grantad on March 22, 19607

8 The Detroit Institute of Arts
is the fifth largest art museum
in the country?

Books on tape and CD

Here are some audio books on
tape or compuact disc available
from the library

B “Reason for Hope™
Goodall and Phillip Berman

by Jane

the following blood panels will be
available at low cost: Blood
panel 23 profile-$25; PSA
(Prostate Cancer Test)-$25; CA-
125 (OVarian Cancer Test)-$§25;
H. Pylori (Ulcer Test)-$15; and
Colorectal Test-$8.

Project Healthy Living is
staffed by volunteers from the
community as well as hospitals,
clinies, and medical or nursing
schools. Additional testing may
be offered is resources are avail-

B “The Sands of Sakkara™ by
Glenn Meade

B “The Soldier Spies” by
W.E.B. Griffin

B “A Thousand Acres”
Smiley

8 “The Water Is Wide” by Pat
Conroy

by Jane

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites
B www secretsoftheice org
B www talkinghistory.org
B www.alltheweb.com

B www.metmuseum.org

Q&A

Q: What is Ostara”

A: Ostara, also called Alban
Eilir, is one of the “Lesser Sab
bats” during the Wiccan year
Ostara is a fire and fertility fes
tival that marks the beginning of
spring. It's held each year on the
spring equinox.

The source for this information
is “Chase's 2000 Calendar of
Events.”

Tasteful mysteries

Here are some whodunnits in
which food plays a central role

B “Chile Death” by Susan Wit
tig Albert

8 “A Dash of Death” by Clan-
dia Bishop

M “The Convivial Codfish™ by
Charlotte Macleod

B “Devils Food”
Weber

8 “Bitter Sweets”

by Janice

by G A

able

Project Healthy Living is spon-
sored by WXYZ-TV Channel 7 in
Detroit, and the United Health
Organization A United Way
Community Service Agency
Saint Joseph Mercy Health Sys-
tem will host the event in Can-
ton.
, For more information, call The
Project Hotline at (248} 424-8600

fro 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., Monday
through Friday
McKevett

Good reads

Here are some books that are
bound to make you feel better

B8 “The Road to Wellville” by T
( umghc ssan Boyle

B “Song of Solomon” by Toni
Morrson

8 “A Tale of the W) by Kay
N. Smith

B “Winona's Web" by Pniscilla
Cogan

B “Therapy” by David Lodge

Hot topic of the week

B Van Gogh Face to Face
the first comprehensive museun
exhibition devoted exclusively t4
Vincent Van Gogh's achievs
ments in portrait The show
s at the Detroit Institute of Arts
through June 4, 2000 The ext
bition 18 divided equ illy betweer
drawings dating from his early
career to the most renowned otl
portraits of his later career The
DIA is open 10 a.m. to 6 y
Sunday-Thursday and 10 am. &
10 p.m. Fridays and Saturday

For ticket information, call the
Van Gogh Hot Line at (313} 833
8499 or any TicketMaster outlet
"htfl‘nflf:"w;" n
piled by Laura Do of the
library staff. The lib
1200 S, Canton Center. For r

informat t Ll

rary 18 at

n abo
K'a ]! wI N
(0999

.
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Hanganddlm Table manners aren’t a big concern when you're a squirrel and
you've spotted lunch, as this one did while scalmga tree in a Canton back .
yardMonday

i R LR o T R

You're 60 seconds from a home equity

loan approval. Which means you're

——
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SPRING IS NEAR, IF YOU RESERVE EARLY
YOU CAN GET UP TO 10% OFF!!

SO DON’T WAIT!
WE CARRY:

ROTOTILLERS
POST AUGERS

CEMENT MIXERS CALL
NOW!

POWER RAKES
BOBCATS
CHAIN SAWS
TRAILERS
MAN LIFTS
COMPACTORS

PARTY SUPPLIES
. POWER WASHERS
FLOOR SANDERS

14" Diamond
Biade

only Sggl]ﬂ

WE SELL NEW & USED EQUIPMENT
WE FILL & SELL PROPANE TANKS

29035 Five Mile Rd. * Livonia
734 » 422-4800

510 W. Ann Arbor Rd. * Plymouth
734 « 455-2100
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Dog show ......... Superintendent gets high marks from trustees
e s S 240 T WAVNEWESTLAND SCHOOLS 7 oiartrt Sl iyt e Yooy o

about five are registered in
Michigan. The Hungarian dog
breed was traditionally used for
herding sheep. Statues of pulis
dating back to ancient times
have been found in the “fertile
crescent” area of Mesopotamia,
now called Iraq.

Tests conducted on dogs in the
1930s showed .that pulis could
recognize up to 75 different
words, while most dogs only rec-
ognize beétween 12 and 25,
according to Wulf. )

“They’re extremely intelli-
gent,” Keller said. “I know every-
body thinks their dog is smart,
but this breed as - a whole is
intelligent.”

The intelligence comes in
handy when teaching obedience,
a cinch for puli owners — unless
the dog is strong-willed.

“I enjoy the ocbedience more
than anything,” Keller said. “It's
you and your dog doing some-
thing together.”

Her older dog, Tarka, though
obedient énough, isn't much into
proving that in front of dog show
judges. That’s part of the reason
he will compete in the “best of
breed” rather than an obedience
competition.

“He decided that that was a
bunch of nonsense,” Keller said.
“He does not like to go to shows
and does not like to do obedi-
ence.”

The. 2000 Detroit Kennel Club
Dog Shows run from 8:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. Saturday, March 18,
and Sunday, March 19. Ticket
prices are $9 for adults and $6
for children and senior citizens
They are available at the door
and through Ticketmaster. For
more information, call (248) 352-
7469.

STAFY PROTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

Smart dogs: Pulis are an extremely intelligent breed,

Shegi.

MILITARY NEWS

.says Elizabeth Keller, pictured here with Tarka and

PHYSICAL FITNESS ASSESSMENT
Cadet John I. Faunce, son of
William Faunce of Plymouth,
finished 10th in the Physical Fit-
ness Assessment at the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy. By placing 10th,

Faunce has earned a chance to
attend the U.S. Special Forces
Underwater Demolition and
Combat Diver Operations.

He was also selected as Best
Barracks Counseling Unit Com-

.‘ o : S
Can you spot the difference?
Great Lakes Bank has a proud new name.. TCF BANK. Nothing else changes. TCF BANK
is the home of Totally Free Checking and Free Small Business Checking. Same great people.

Same great free products. Same great service. TCF BANK. Call us at the same number:
1-800-452-1890 or visit www.tcfbank.com.

S
¥ »

mander in charge of the counsel-
ing and mental welfare of the
1,200 new cadets of the class of
2004. Faunce graduated from
Detroit Catholic Central High
School in 1997.

If Greg Baracy were still in
school and getting his report
card, he'd be on the honor roll.
Wayne-Westland
ool superintendent, received
he highest possible marking,
excellent or a five, on his recent-
ly completed annual review.

“I have never seen anyone who
has worked with such a passion
for our students,” Robin Moore,

Move
from page A1

utive session was recently held
about his performance.

Others say Birchler wasn’t
given the resources to perform
his job effectively.

So, the district and Birchler
mutually parted ways this week.

“This is a mutually agreed-to
arrangement, and at the same
time it does signal John is look-
ing at other opportunities,” said
Superintendent Kathleen
Booher, “We will be looking to
fill the position soon.”

Birchler, who also managed
the district’s finance, trans-
portation, maintenance, food
service and construction opera-
tions, will be replaced on an
interim basis for the next three
months by Dan White, a former
Plymouth-Canton finance
employee. White recently retired
from.Bloomfield Hills Schools as
assistant superintendent of
business services..

“It’s time for me to move on
and look at something different
to do,” said Birchler. “The job
has been very demanding.

“Financially the district is in
great shape, Discovery Middle
School will open on time and
within budget, and the district
is in a financial position to open
the new elementary and high
schools. I feel good about that.”

Spree
from page Al

:':dulu down there,” Raycraﬁ‘

The teens are also suspects in
armed robberies in Kentucky
and Tenriessee, he added.

The teenagers were driving a
2000 Chevy Cavalier when state
police caught up with them near
Milan. The vehicle, Raycraft
said, belonged to one of the
teens’ parents.

Stolen car or any other
charges from his department
have yet to be determined, he
added. 3

According to police reports,
the Cavalier was stolen Feb. 22.
Police believe the two juveniles
went to the Kentucky-Tennessee
area after taking the car,
returned to Michigan March 1
and then headed back south
after picking up the 19-year-old.

On March 9, the three sus-
pects were allegedly involved in
robbing a convenience store in
Dickinson County, Va., reports
said. A victim and witness
reported that a shotgun was
used during the robbery and
gave descriptions matching the
three Canton teens.

Police believe the teens head-
ed north after the hold-up.

Friday's chase with the trio
began about 9:30 p.m. in a sub-
division north of Warren Road
and west of Canton Center.

It proceeded from the subdivi-
sion south to Warren and then
west out of the township
Reports said the teens headed to
Gottfredson Road and then went
south to Cherry Hill.

Township officers terminated
their pursuit near 1-94 and US-
23, Raycraft said 2 )

Michigan State Police then
picked up the chase and appre-
hended the teens in Monroe
County near Milan, reports said
Raycraft said the Cavalier
crashed into a state police patrol
car. One of the suspects was
slightly injured in the crash; he
added

Two loaded riffles were recov
ered from the Cavalier. One of
the riffledEHad been reported

* stolen in a London, Ky
shop burglary, reports said

Planners meet

The Canton Township Plan
ning Commission meets on the
first and third Monday of each
month in the administration
building, 1150 8. Canton Center
Road

Meetings begin at 7 p.m. and
are open to the public

Agendas are available from
* the township clerk's office

gun

read a statement praising Bara-
cy.
Baracy was evaluated in eight

areas: professional leadership
and personal qualities; curricu-
lum and instruction; community
relations; business and finance;
employee relations; board rela-
tions; intergovernmental rela-
tions; and student relations.

The board, in voting unani-
mously to accept the evaluation,

echoed Moore’s comments. “I
would just like to say it's my
pleasure to work with Greg,"”
said Secretary Martha Pitsen-
barger.

Trustee Richard Eisiminger
added that it's good to have a
product of the Wayne-Westland
schools in charge.

“He’s a pleasure to work with,
takes nagging well,” said Vice

President Mathew McCusker.
“He's everything 1 want to be
when I grow up.”

Treasurer Lorne “Skip” Monit
cited working on the bond com-
mittee with Baracy as a positive
experience,

Baracy thanked the board and
administrators. *Without that
whole team effort, we couldn’t
accomplish the things we are

dent.

In accomplishments, the
superintendent cited more than
200 students qualified for Merit
Schalarships on the Michigan
Educational Assessment Pro-
gram test. Baracy will receive a
2.5 percent raise July 1, follow-
ing a pay freeze this past year.
His cabinet of administrators
will receive the same raise, he
said after the meeting. :

B Expelied a female student
for bringing a knife to schobl.
Such expulsion is required under
state law, Bdard members noted.
McCusker expressed concern
about what happens to expelled
students.

8 Honored Brett Tavana of
Vandenberg Elementary, this
year’s winner of the Earle
Chorbagian District Spelling

30
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(It's Savings Time. Don’t forget to set your clocks.)
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Right-now styles that won't set you back.

Women's Sportswear ® Dresses e Clairewood e Petites
Collection Sportswear ® Ms. J ® Accessories ® Men's Sportswear
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Jacobson's

Birmingham + (248) 644-6900 Livonia * (734) 591-7606 Rochester * (248) 651-8000
SHOPPING HOURS *« MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON

www. jacobsons.com
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