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Calling all home 
do-it-yourselfers 

Send u s a 
photo of a recent 
home improve-
ment p r o j e c t 
done by you per 
sonally in your 
home of yard and 
the Observer will 
publish your 

material in two upcoming special 
sect ions. Include information on 
cost of material, where you bought 
it and how long the job took. Send 
to Special Projects Editor Ralph R. 
Echtinaw, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia, Ml 48150. Include a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope if you want 
the photos back. Submissions for 
work on your house or garage must 
be received by March 24. Submis-
sions for work in your yard must be 
received by April 14. Quest ions? 
Call Ralph at (734) 953-2054. 

IN T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
AT HOME 

Bloomln' Motown: You 
might think you've found 
heaven on Earth after vis-
iting "Detroit A'Bloom," 
the theme of this year's 
flower show; at the 82nd 
annual GMC Builders 
Home and Garden Show 
next weekend. /D6 

E N T E R T A I N M E N T 

Theater: "Cactus Flower" 
opening Friday, March 
24, in the Liberal Arts 
Theatre at Schoolcraft 
College in Livonia, takes 
the audience back to the 
1960s The cast includes 
Christopher Curd of Can-
ton and Brian Taylor of 
Plymouth. / E l 

Music: On Saturday, the 
Plymouth Symphony 
Orchestra presents 
"Scenes and Landscapes," 
a concert featuring guest 
accordionist Peter 
Soave. / El 
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Thinking about a new car 

or a good second car ? 
Youll find a huge selection 

of auto ads in today's 
HomeTown Classifieds 

Canton. Michigan 

3 teens 
busted 
in crime 
spree 
BY SCOTT DAMKL 
STAFF WRITES 
•danieWo«.hoaNcoauBJiet 

Three Canton teenagers believed to 
be involved in a Virginia armed rob-
bery led township police on a chase 
that ended in Monroe County Friday. 

Two of the t e e n s a re 16-year-olds 
while the third is 19. The names of all 
three are being withheld by police due 
to age and the pending arraignment of 
the 19-year-old. 

He 's c u r r e n t l y be ing held in t h e 
Wayne County Jai l , Canton police Sgt. 
C h a r l e s R a y c r a f t sa id . The t w o 
younger suspec ts a re current ly in a 
Wayne County youth home, he added. 
° All three a r e fac ing extradition to 
Virginia on armed robbery charges. 

I t ' s possible all three could be tried 

Please see SPREE, A5 

Birchler 
resigns 
following 
criticism 
B SCHOOLS 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

The news release says the Plymouth-
Canton Board of Education has accept-
ed the res ignat ion of John Birchler, 
ezecntive d i rec to r for business and 
operations. 

In reali ty, severa l t rus tees dur ing 
regular mee t ings have been openly 
critical of Birchler's work, and an exec-

Pi MOVE, AS 

Making waves at the Summit 

STAJT FBOTOS BT PAUL I 

First dip: Kelyndra 
Vieira and daughter 
Emilia, 17 months, 
enjoy themselves in 
•. the Parent I Infant 

Water Exploration 
*class with instruc-
tor Jessica Byrne at 

* the Summit on the 
Park Aquatics Cen-

ter last week. At 
right, Ryan Shaw, 

17 months, gets a 
quick dunk in the 

pool from his moth-
er, Lori.The six-week 

. class for parents 
and infants (6 to 18 
months) meets Mon-

day mornings, and 
there is another 
class Saturday 

mornings 
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Builder 
avoids 
jail term 
• Roy Mason will h a v e to 
r e p a y t h o u s a n d s of dol lars 
to Can ton r e s iden t s fo r 
decks a n d o t h e r home 
improvemen t s t h e bu i lder 
p romised b u t neve r com-
ple ted . J u d g e David Ker-
win also placed Mason on 
p roba t ion f o r f ive years . 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 

A Livonia maun convicted of defraud-
ing more than a half-dozen metropoli-
tan Detroit residents will not go to jail. 

Builder Roy B. Mason, 43, was sen-
tenced to five years probation and was 
ordered to repay thousands of dollars 
to victims by Wayne County Circuit 
Court Judge David Kerwin Tuesday. 

"What you owe them," the judge told 
Mason sternly, "is the bare minimum 
of what you took from them. If there 
are any violations of the conditions of 
your probation, I will put you in jail." 

Mason pled guilty to eight counts of 
obtaining money under false pretenses 
over $100. He could have received up 
to 10 years in jail, a $5,000 fine or both 
on each count. 

"I would've like to see him do some 
jail time," said Canton resident Adon-
na Wright, whom Mason swindled out 
of more than $12,000. "But I am glad 
for the restitution." 

Bruce Conroy, a C a n t o n r e s iden t 
who c la ims t h a t Mason took $2,860 
from him, agreed. He was skeptical of 
ever getting his money back. 

"It's hard to believe t h a t he would 
ever do the right thing," Conroy said. 

Mason was also convicted of defraud-
ing Plymouth and Northville township 
r e s i d e n t s . Can ton Police Detect ive 
Steve Miller said Mason is facing simi-
lar charges in Oakland and Livingston 
counties. 

Mason was scheduled for trial on 
the Wayne County charges a year ago. 
bu t fa i l ed to a p p e a r Police f ina l ly 
caught up with him in Livonia on Dec. 
22. He has been held in the Wayne 
County jail since. 

The l is t of Mason ' s v ic t ims is 
lengthy. 

He told Wright he'd build decks ar>d 
ramps for her house and her mothers. 
Wright told Kerwin she paid Mason 

P lease see BUILDER, A6 

Show time 
Owners hope shaggy dog 
story has happy ending 

HURT PHOTO N PAUL L 

Going for the gold: Pulis Tarka (left) and Shegi will return to the 
Detroit Kennel Club dog show at Cobo Hall this weekend, along 
with owners Elizabeth Keller and Marge Wulfof Canton. 

BY H E A T H E R N F.ED HAM 
STAFF WRITER 
k n c e d K a m e o e . h o m e c o m i n . n e t 

Elizabeth Keller of Canton will be 
among dog owners with an eye on the 
prize at the Detroit Kennel Club dog 
show - only her dogs' shaggy manes 
may p reven t them f rom seeing the 
prize as well as she does. 

She and friend Marge Wulf will be 
showing male pu l i s T a r k a , 10 and 
Shegi, 3. in the "best of breed" category 
at the dog show at Cobo Hall Saturday 
and Sunday . The dogs, both former 
"best of breed" winners, will be among 
2,000 dogs encompassing 150 different 
breeds expected to compete in the 84th 
annual show. 

The medium-sized he rd ing dog is 
best known for its characteristic shag 

gy coat that , when developed naturally, 
fo rms cords t h a t s l ight ly r e semble 
dreadlocks In older dogs, these cords 
typically reach the floor 

"1 like the coat and it does a t t rac t 
attention." Keller said. 

As s t r ik ing as the coat may look, 
however, it still creates some grooming 
problems for owners. 

"My job is to see that the cords don't 
get twisted." Keller added 

Pulis may be shown either corded or 
brushed, according to information in 
the American Kennel Club Web site, 
www.akc.org. 

Ke l l e r , a r e t i r e d Redford Union 
teacher, has been showing pulis for 30 
years and has on occasion bn-d them 
Her home contains dozens of pull fig-

bo* SHOW. A4 

Board follows planners, rejects charter school 
BY 9 0 0 T T DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 

A charter elementary school will not 
be built a t the corner of Warren and 
Ridge roada. 

Canton's Board of Trustees Tuesday 
denied a special land use request for 

National Heritage Academies. It 's the 
second t ime this year the board has 
s a i d t h a n k a b u t no t h a n k s to t h e 
Grand Rapids-based company 

The denial was recommended las t 
month by the Canton Planning Com-

"1 t h i n k the concept of a c h a r t e r 

school is excellent." said Trustee Phil 
LaJoy. "But I think because of the size 
of the site, it's not a good fit." 

An overflow crowd in the board 's 
chambers cheered the decision, which 
was unanimous 

"This is a h o r r i b l e a i t e for any 
school," aaid Eric Krupp. who repre-

sented the Northwest Canton Home-
owners Association. "We're against it." 

Parcel size and potential impact on 
the beauty road status of Ridge were 
among the reason* cited by the board 
in making its decision 

Please see CHARTER. AS 
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Woman reports racial slur 
A 35-year-old Canton woman 

was the victim of ethnic intimi-
d a t i o n S u n d a y , a c c o r d i n g to 
Canton Police reports. 

S h e d i scove red t h e l e t t e r s 
"KKK" written in freshly fallen 
snow on her car shortly before 8 
p.m. The Canterbury Street resi-
dent, an African-American, told 
police she had not been bothered 
before. 

C a n t o n Police h a v e no sus-
pects. 

Warrant arrest 
A 25-year-old Belleville man 

was arrested by township police 
af ter being pulled over on Ford 
Road near Morton Taylor Sun-
day. 

Reports said an officer spotted 
t h e m a n , who w a s d r i v i n g a 
1988 Ford Bronco, not wearing a 
seat belt. The officer then made 
a traffic stop at about 2 a.m. 

A background check revealed 
four ou t s t and ing war ran t s , for 
the Belleville man. Two were for 
d r i v i n g wi th a s u s p e n d e d 
license, one for driving under the 
influence and a fourth for inde-
cent exposure, reports said. 

COP CALLS 

v The m a n w a s a r r e s t e d a n d 
t ranspor ted to Canton 's police 
department without incident. 

Bike stolen 
A bicycle valued at more than 

$200 was stolen from a Geddea 
Road home Friday, reports said. 

Someone broke into a storage 
shed and took the bike. Police 
have no suspects. 

Domestic violence 
A 39-year-old Canton woman 

was the victim of domestic vio-
l ence M a r c h 6, acco rd ing to 
police reports. 

Hie Aberdeen Street resident 
asked her 17-year-old daughter 
to turn her stereo down. Reports 
said the teen responded by turn-
ing the stereo up. 

The 39-year-old then attempt-
ed to turn the volume down her-
se l f . R e p o r t s s a id t h e t een 
pushed h e r m o t h e r away and 
then threatened to kill her. 

Police responded to the home 
and took teenager into custody, 

reports said. 

Equipment stolen 
More t h a n $1,000 w o r t h of 

e q u i p m e n t . and d a m a g e was 
done to a West land man ' s car 
March 7 a t Ska t in ' S ta t ion on 
Joy Road in Canton. 

A cell phone, stereo speakers 
and ampl i f ie r were stolen and 
about $800 worth erf damage was 
done to the 1991 Ford Escort's 
moon roof , r e p o r t s s a id . The 
vehicle was parked in the lot of 
the business from approximately 
9:45 p.m. to 11:40 p.m. 

Retail fraud 
A 27-year-old Fowlerville man 

was arrested March 6 for retail 
fraud in Canton. 

Reports said he at tempted to 
leave Meyer on Ford Road with-
o u t p a y i n g f o r a n o r g a n i z e r . 
Store officers stopped the man 
and detained him. 

The Fowlerville man was able 
to escape and climbed on a lad-
d e r on to a ca twa lk above the 

store floor, reports said. A short 
t ime later the man lost his bal-
ance and fell from the catwalk 
through ceiling tile and onto the 
floor nea r the store's entrance. 
Abou t $600 wor th of d a m a g e 
was done to the store's ceiling. 

Repo r t s sa id he was a p p r e -
h e n d s ! and turned over to Can-
ton Police without fur ther inci-
dent. 

Numbers 
Canton Police report the fol-

lowing crime stat is t ics for t h e 
weekend of March 10-12. There 
were 235 total calls for Bervice, 
including: 

• 21 traffic crashes, 2 crashes 
with injuries 

• 20 false alarms 
• 8 civil/family troubles 
• 6 larcenies 
• 6 M D O P ( d e s t r u c t i o n of 

property) 
• 2 UDAA (stolen cars) 
• 1 breaking and entering 
• 1 assault and battery. 
T h e r e w e r e no h o m i c i d e s , 

a r m e d robber ies or f a t a l acci-
dents reported. 

No surprise - area Dems go for Gore 
BY TEDD SCHNEIDER 
ST ATT WRITER 
tachneidei4oeJiamecomm.net 

About four dozen people, most-
ly party faithful, showed up Sat-
urday to cast their ballots a t the 
13th C o n g r e s s i o n a l D i s t r i c t 
Democratic caucus s i t e in the 
Plymouth Cultural Center. 

Related column, Page A17 

Denni s Ga lb ra i th of Canton 
voted for Vice President Al^Gore, 
as did most of those a t tending 
the closed presidential nominat-
ing session. "I like his s tand on 
the issues, par t icular ly heal th 
care and education," Galbrai th 
said before depositing his yellow 
declaration into a labeled card-
board bo* at t h e f r o n t of the 
small auditorium. 

M a r y M o n t g o m e r y of 
Northville said she was support-
ing Bill Bradley, the former New 
J e r s e y s e n a t o r who off ic ia l ly 
withdrew from the race Thurs-
day. Bradley hasn't released the 
de lega tes he's won so f a r and 
M i c h i g a n c a u c u s - g o e r s were 
allowed to write in any candi-
date, although Gore and Bradley 
were the only printed names on 
the ballot. 

M o n t g o m e r y s a id s h e was 
d e t e r m i n e d to vo te S a t u r d a y 
even though her candidate won't 
be the Democratic nominee. T m 
p roud of my v o t i n g r eco rd . I 
haven't missed many elections," 
she said. 

*T like to get out and talk with 

• 1 see the caucus as a 
community thing, a 
good chance to get out 
and talk to people 
about the Issues.' 

-Jennifer Granholm 
MichiganAttorne^General 

people; t h a t ' s why 1 don't vote 
absentee." 

Locally, Gore pulled 40 votes 
and Bradley 7. Saturday's count 
d idn ' t inc lude absentee voters 
f rom the d i s t r i c t , who mailed 
their ballots directly to the state 
Democratic Party. 

S t a t e w i d e c a u c u s r e s u l t s 
showed Gore winning by 12,450 
to 3,100votes. 

Becky T a v a r o z z i of Canton , 
president of the Plymouth-Can-
ton-Northville Democratic Club 
and cha i rwoman of Saturday 's 
local c a u c u s , s a id she was 
pleased with the turnout. 

" I t ' s more t h a n I expected," 
she sa id . " C o n s i d e r i n g t h e 
resu l t s f rom Supe r Tuesday, I 
thought perhaps people wouldn't 
bother (to t u r n out)." 

Still, Saturday's caucuses pale 
when compared to the Feb. 22 
open primary, which was domi-
nated by Republ ican presiden-
tial candidates and drew 1.3 mil-
lion voters s tatewide, including 
23,169 in t h e five caucus com-
munities (Plymouth, Canton and 
Nor thvi l le t ownsh ips and t h e 
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enroumg 
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through 5th J * 
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SPRING«™. ACTION 
IN STORF CIRCULAR NOW IN PROGRESS 

Scott's 4-STEP 
LAWN FtSTnJZtR PROGRAM 
Step 1 Crabpass Prewnter ̂ Fertiter 
Step 2 Weed Controi/Fertfiier 
Step 3 taKct Control/Lara Food 
Step 4 Lawn Fertlforr 
5,000 sq.ft. $ 5 4 9 9 

2 8 % SAVINGS 
when you buy all 4 
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SEEDS & 
ACCESSORIES 

33% Off 

20% OFF 
BODFTBEDERS 
BIRD HOUSES 
BIRDSEED 

Mrtewrbuft 
edand Lurfc 
srt-rf in ba^s all 
drdkHfe. 

WE WENT CUCKOO 
FOR THE BIRDS/ 

POTTING SOIL 
u d t h F V r f t a e r 

$a.99 

c i t i e s of P l y m o u t h and 
Northville). 

Mich igan A t t o r n e y Genera l 
Jennifer Granholm arrived min-
utes ahead of the 11 a.m. regis-
t ra t ion cutoff t ime to cas t her 
ballot for Gore. "The suspense 
(ove r who would win) i s n ' t 
killing me," she quipped. 

"I see the caucus as a commu-
nity thing, a good chance to get 
out and talk to people about the 
i s s u e s , " s a id G r a n h o l m , a 
N o r t h v i l l e r e s i d e n t and the 
s t a t e ' s h ighes t ranking Demo-
crat holding elected office. 

E a r l H a r r i n g t o n , a r e t i r e d 
Cent ra l Middle School teacher 
and Gore s u p p o r t e r , sa id the 
caucus was "a democratic way to 
vote." 

"Anyone coming here can sup-
p o r t t h e c a n d i d a t e of t h e i r 
choice. We have th ree boxes -
one for Gore, one for Bradley 
and one marked 'others,*" Har-
rington Baid. "I don't feel it (the 

closed caucus) is really a deter-
rent." 

The declaration form filled in 
by part icipants includes spaces 
for name, address, Social Securi-
ty number and candidate prefer-
ence. I t also asked participants 
to declare that they were erf vot-
ing age. 

The vot ing took place a t 11 
a.m. and was followed by brief 
comments, including a plea from 
Pau l Stevenson, co-chair of the 
Jus t i ce Caucus, a group whose 
declared mission is to "help the 
fight to restore fairness to the 
Michigan Supreme Court." 

A flier distributed at the ses-
s ion u r g e d v o t e r s to d e f e a t 
incumbent judges Cliff Taylor, 
R o b e r t Young and S t e p h e n 
Markman, all appointed by Gov. 
J o h n E n g l e r , a t t h e pol ls in 
November. 

T h e s t a t e e l ec t s S u p r e m e 
Court judges on a non-partisan 
b a l l o t , a l t h o u g h most j u d g e s 
e i t he r appointed or elected in 
recent years have been Republi-
cans, Stevenson said. 

There were no speeches from 
representat ives for presidential 
candidates. 

O t h e r D e m o c r a t s on t h e 
N o v e m b e r ba l lo t «- i n c l u d i n g 
U.S . Rep. Lyn Rivers, D-Ann 
Arbor, and U.S. Sena te candi-
date Debbie Stabenow - had rep-
r e s e n t a t i v e s d i s t r i b u t i n g 
bumper stickers and mater ia ls 
at Saturday's caucus. 

Mos t p a r t i c i p a n t s l e f t t h e 
auditorium by 11:15 a.m. 

Artists sought for Liberty Fest 
Canton Township would like to 

extend an invitation to all artists 
to be involved in the ninth Annu-
a l Fine Art and Fine Craft Show 
a t the Liber ty Fest 2000. The 
da tes of the show are J u n e 24-
25. The hours are from 10 a.m. 
un t i l 9 p .m. S a t u r d a y and 11 
a . m . u n t i l 5 p .m . S u n d a y . 
A r t i s t s c an choose to d i sp lay 
their work under "the big tenets" 
or can bring their own tent. 

The ar t show is a juried show 
a n d e a c h p a r t i c i p a n t wil l be 

required to submit slides or pic-
t u r e s of t h e i r work f rom t h e 
approved categories: Pa in t ing , 
prints, sculpture, ceramics, jew-
elry, drawing, pastel and select-
ed fine crafts. No commercially 
produced merchandise will be 
allowed. 

Deadline for application sub-
miss ion is April 15. For more 
information, call Sharon Dillen-
beck of D St M Studio's a t (734) 
453-3710. 

ffc# 1988 Bulgarian Olympic Stan 
havm mow opan a n e w GYM. 

Soys A Girls, Age 21/2 - High School 
Preschool, Beginner, Advanced A Development*! Clones 
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Persons! Trainlng/Privste lessonsAumbilng dosses 

Now dosooe tor poront i tots 
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Call Now 
(734) 737-9500 

9229 General Drive 
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On display: Bonnie Berg unpacks items for display at the Canton Historical 
Museum. The museum's usual early-March opening has been delayed a few 
weeks for repairs to the building. 

Museum ready for season 
following minor repairs 

B Y SCOTT D A N I E L 
STAFF Warm 
a d a n i e i e o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Canton'8 Historical Museum 
recently received a face-lift. 

Cei l ing r e s t o r a t i o n , f loor 
r e f i n i s h i n g a n d a new sign 
were among projects carried 
out. Canton Historical Society 
Trustee Ronni Curtis said the 
museum should reopen within 
the next few weeks. 

"It required every th ing in 
the museum be removed." she 
said of tlie work, which was 
comple t ed n e a r t h e end of 
February. "All of the antiques 
had to be taken out not to be 
damaged. We packed up every 
display case." 

The building, which is at the 
corner of Canton Center Road 
and Heritage Drive, was first 
constructed in 1849. It served 
as a school, amazingly enough, 
until the 1950s. 

Originally built with wood, 
t h e b u i l d i n g b u r n e d to t h e 
ground in t h e 1870s. It had 
been r e b u i l t w i t h brick~by 
1884. 

In 1977, the Plymouth-Can-
ton Communi ty Schools dis-

trict donated it to the histori-
cal soc ie ty to be u sed a s a 
museum. 

Extensive renovations were 
completed by 1982. 

Last summer , the museum 
received a new cedar roof and 
cupola. Curt is said the ceiling 

was damaged during the pro-
cess, however. 

T h e wet plaster got wet and 
there was peeling and blister-
ing," she added. 

B e s i d e s ce i l ing r e p a i r s , 
wooden floors were refinished 
and minor repairs made. The 
museum also received a fresh 
coat of paint. 

" I t ' s s p a r k l i n g clean a n d 
f r e s h . " C u r t i s said of t h e 
museum. "We're very pleased 
with how it looks." 

Repai rs cost just less than 
$6,000 and were paid for out 
of the historic district commis-
sion's budget. Resource Devel-
opmen t Manager Mike Ager 
said. 

Work on the museum will 
continue this summer. 

- M o r t a r ho ld ing t h e b r ick 
s t r u c t u r e t o g e t h e r wi l l be 
"touched up," said Ager. In all, 
about $20,000 will be spent on 
museum repairs and improve-
ments. he added. 

"We look and see what needs 
to be dpne every year ." sa id 
Ager. "It 's part of what we go 
through with the budget." 

Canton hosts Project Healthy Living 
Project Hea l thy Living (For-

merly Project Heal th O-Rama) 
will be held from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m. S a t u r d a y , April 1 at the 
S a i n t J o s e p h Mercy C a n t o n 
Health Building. 
. Project Heal thy Living offers 
f ree / low cost h e a l t h 
screening/testing for individuals 
ages 18 and over. The Canton 
s i te will offer b lood 'p res su re , 
height and weight, vision, and 
glaucoma screening. In addition 

the following blood panels will be 
a v a i l a b l e a t low c o s t r B I o o d 
pane l 23 p r o f i l e - $ 2 5 ; PSA 
(Prostate Cancer Test)-$25; CA-
125 (OVarian Cancer Test)-$25; 
H. Pylori (Ulcer Test)-$15; and 
Colorectal Test-$8. 

P ro j ec t H e a l t h y Living is 
staffed by vo lun teers from the 
community as well as hospitals, 
clinics, and medical or nursing 
schools. Additional testing may 
be offered is resources are avail-

able. 
Project Healthy Living is spon-

sored by WXYZ-TV Channel 7 in 
Detroit, and the United Health 
O r g a n i z a t i o n A U n i t e d Way 
C o m m u n i t y Serv ice Agency. 
Saint Joseph Mercy Health Sys-
tem will host the event in Can-
ton. 
, For more information, call The 
Project Hotline at (248 ' 424-8600 
fro 10 a.m. until 3 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. 

Did you k n o w ? 
B S t . P a t r i c k was a c t u a l l y 

born in Sco t l and and did not 
make it to Irish shores until he 
was kidnapped and sold there as 
a slave? 

• The first electric razor was 
m a r k e t e d by Sch ick . Inc. on 
March 18, 1931? 

B Corned beef is not a tradi-
tional Irish food"7 The beef was 
borrowed f rom Jewiah-Ameri -
cans by I r ish-American immi-
grants to uae as a substitute for 
the more expensive and t radi-
tional Irish bacon 

• The first patent for a laser 
waa granted on March 22. 1960° 

a The Detroit Institute of Arts 
i« the fifth largest ar t museum 
in the country? 

Books on t a p e and C D 
Here are some audio books on 

tape or compact disc available 
from the library 

• "Reason for Hope" by J ane 
Goodall and Phillip Berman 

• "The SandB of Sakkara" by 
Glenn Meade 

S "The S o l d i e r Sp ies" by 
W.E.B. Griffin 

• "A Thousand Acres" by Jane 
Smiley 

• T h e Water Is Wide" by Pat 
Conroy 

Web Watch 
Check out these Web sites; 
• www.secretsoftheice.org 
• www talkinghistory.org 
• www.alltheweb.com 
• www metmuseum.org 

QAA 
Q: What is Ostara' ' 
A: O s t a r a , a lso called Alban 

Eilir, is one of the "Lesser Sab-
bats" du r ing the Wiccan year 
Ostara is a fire and fertility fes-
tival that marks the beginning of 
spring. It's held each year on the 
spring equinox. 

The source for this information 
is " C h a s e ' s 2 0 0 0 C a l e n d a r of 
Events " 

T a s t e f u l m y s t e r i e s 
Here are some whodunnits in 

which food plays a central role. 
B "Chile Death" by Susan Wit-

tig Albert 
B "A Dash of Death* by Clau-

dia Bishop 
B T h e Convivial Codfish" by 

Charlotte MacLeod 
B "Devi l s Food" by J a n i c e 

Weber 
B " B i t t e r S w e e t s " by G A 

McKevett 

Good r e a d s 
Here are some books that are 

bound to make you feel better 
B "The Road to Wellville" by T 

Coraghessan Boyle 
B "Song of Solomon" by Tom 

Morrison 
B "A Tale of the Wind" by Kay 

N. Smith 
B "Winona's Web" by Priscilla 

Cogan 
B "Therapy" by David Lodge 

Hot t op i c of the week 
B Van Gogh Face to Face 

the first comprehensive museum 
exhibition devoted exclusively to 
V i n c e n t Van Gogh 's ach ieve-
ments in portraiture The show 
is at the Detroit Institute of Arts 
through June 4. 2000 The exhi 
bition is divided equally between 
drawings dating from his early-
career to the most renowned oil 
portraits of his laU>r career The 
DIA is open 10 a.m. to 6 p m 
Sunday-TTiursday and 10 a m to 
10 p.m Fridays and Saturdays 
For ticket information, call the 
Van Gogh Hot Line at (313) 833-
8499 or any TicketMaster outlet. 

© the Canton Library is com-
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library staff The library is at 
1200 S. Canton Center For more 
information about library pro 
grams and services, call 397 
0999 

A mealtime tale 
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Hang and dine: Table manners aren't a big concern when you're a squirrel and 
you've spotted lunch, as this one did while scaling a tree in a Canton back 
yard Monday. 

You're 6 0 seconds from a home equity 

loan approval. Wh ich means you ' re 

61 seconds f rom p u t t i n g on a pair of 

safety goggles. Oh yeah! 

K' 
•̂5 k. • 

BANKS ONE 

1 8 0 0 8 0 0 - L O A N 
www hankonehomeeaut tv 

£ 

http://www.observw-eccentnc.com
http://www.ob9ervef-eccemhc.com
http://www.secretsoftheice.org
http://www.alltheweb.com
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Protect Solution*, d 

M m 
SPRING IS NEAR, IF YOU RESERVE EARLY 

YOU CAN GET UP TO 10% OFF!! 
SO DON'T WAIT! 

WE CARRY: 

ROTOTILLERS 
POST AUGERS 
CEMENT MIXERS 
PARTY SUPPLIES 
POWER WASHERS 
FLOOR SANDERS' 

CALL 
NOW! 

POWER RAKES 
BOBCATS 
CHAIN SAWS 
TRAILERS 
MAN LIFTS 
COMPACTORS 

WE SELL NEW & USED EQUIPMENT 

WE FILL & SELL PROPANE TANKS 

urines, which she usually picks 
up at dog shows. 

Pul i is a r a r e breed - only 
about five a r e reg i s te red in 
Michigan. The Hungarian dog 
breed was traditionally used for 
herding sheep. Statues of pulis 
dat ing back to ancient t imes 
have been found in the "fertile 
crescent" area of Mesopotamia, 
now called Iraq. 

Tests conducted on dogs in the 
1930s showed tha t pulia could 
recognize up to 75 d i f f e ren t 
words, while most dogs only rec-
ognize between 12 and 25, 
according to Wulf. • 

"They're ex t remely intel l i -
gent," Keller said. "I know every-
body thinks their dog is smart, 
but thia breed as a whole is 
intelligent." 

The in te l l igence comes in 
handy when teaching obedience, 
a cinch for puli owners - unless 
the dog is strong-willed. 

"I enjoy the Obedience more 
than anything," Keller said. "It's 
you and your dog doing some-
thing together." 

Her older dog, Tarka, though 
obedient enough, isn't much into 
proving that in front of dog show 
judges. That's part of the reason 
he will compete in the "best of 
breed" rather than an obedience 
competition. 

"He decided that tha t was a 
bunch of nonsense," Keller said. 
"He does not like to go to shows 
and does not like to do obedi-
ence." 

The 2000 Detroit Kennel Club 
Dog Shows run from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Saturday, March 18, 
and Sunday, March 19. Ticket 
prices are $9 for adults and $6 
for children and senior citizens 
They are available at the door 
and through Ticketmaster. For 
more information, call (248) 352-
7469. 
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STAT? PHOTO BT PAUL RUUCXMAN* 

Smart dogs: Pulis are an extremely intelligent breed, 
says Elizabeth Keller, pictured here with Tarka and 
Shegi. 

MILITARY NEWS 
29035 Five Mile Rd..* Livonia 

734 • 422-4800 
510 W. Ann Arbor Rd. • Plymouth 

734 • 455-2100 

PHYSICAL FITNESS ASSESSMENT 
Cadet John I. Faunce, son of 

William Faunce of Plymouth, 
finished 10th in the Physical Fit-
ness Assessment at the U.S. Mil-
itary Academy. By placing 10th, 

Faunce has earned a chance to 
attend the U.S. Special Forces 
U n d e r w a t e r Demolition and 
Combat Diver Operations. 

He was also selected as Best 
Barracks Counseling Unit Com-, 

mander in charge of the counsel-
ing and mental welfare of the 
1.2Q0 new cadets of the class of 
2004. Faunce graduated from 
Detroit Catholic Central High 
School in 1997. 

I 

© 

Can you spot the difference? 
Great Lakes Bank has a proud new name...TCF BANK. Nothing else changes. TCF BANK 
is the home of Totally Free Checking and Free Small Business Checking. Same great people 
Same great free products. Same great service. TCF BANK. Call us at the same number: 
1-800-452-1890 or visit www.tcfbank.com. 
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Superintendent gets high marks from trustees 
BY J u u a BBOW* 
STAFF WUTO 

If Greg Baracy were still in 
school and get t ing his report 
card, he'd be on the honor roll, 

laracy, Wayne-Westland 
j1 superintendent, received 

the highest possible marking, 
excellent or a five, on his recent-
ly completed annual review. 

"I have never seen anyone who 
has worked with such a passion 
for our students," Robin Moore, 

Move 
from page A1 

utive session was recently held 
about his performance. 

Others say Birchler wasn't 
given the resources to perform 
his job effectively. 

So, the district and Birchler 
mutually parted ways this week. 

"This is a mutually agreed-to 
arrangement, and at the same 
time it does signal John is look-
ing at other opportunities," said 
Super in tenden t Kathleen 
Booher. "We will be looking to 
fill the position soon." 

Birchler, who also managed 
the district 's f inance , t rans-
portation, maintenance , food 
service and construction Opera-
tions, will be replaced on an 
interim basis for the next three 
months by Dan White, a former 
Plymouth-Canton f inance 
employee. White recently retired 
from-Bloomfield Hills Schools as 
ass i s t an t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of 
business services. 

"It's time for me to move on 
and look at something different 
to do," said Birchler. "The job 
has been very demanding. 

"Financially the district is in 
great shape. Discovery Middle 
School will open on t ime and 
within budget, and the district 
is in a financial position to open 
the new elementary and high 
schools. I feel good about that." 

Spree 
from page A1 

as adults dowp there," Raycraft 

school board president, said dur-
ing Monday's meeting. She then 
read a statement praising Bara-
cy. 

Baracy was evaluated in eight 
areas: professional leadership 
and personal qualities; curricu-
lum and instruction; community 
relations; business and finance; 
employee relations; board rela-
tions; intergovernmental rela-
tions; and student relations. 

The board, in voting unani-
mously to accept the evaluation, 

WAYNE-WESTLAND SCHOOLS 

echoed Moore's comments. "I 
would jus t like to say it 's my 
pleasure to work with Greg," 
said Secretary Martha Pitsen-
barger. 

Trustee Richard Eisiminger 
added that it's good to have a 
product of the Wayne-Westland 
schools in chaise. 

"He's a pleasure to work with, 
takes nagging well," said Vice 

President Mathew McCusker. 
"He's everything I want to be 
when I grow up." 

Treasurer Lome "Skip" Monit 
cited working on the bond com-
mittee with Baracy as a positive 
experience. 

Baracy thanked the board and 
administrators. "Without that 
whole team effort, we couldn't 
accomplish the things we are 

accomplishing." This is Baracy's 
third school year as superinten-
dent. 

In accomplishments , the 
superintendent cited more than 
200 students qualified for Merit 
Scholarships on the Michigan 
Educational Assessment Pro-
gram test. Baracy will receive a 
2.5 percent raise July 1, follow-
ing a pay freeze this past year. 
His cabinet of adminis trators 
will receive the same raise, he 
said after the meeting. 

In other action Monday, the 
board: 

• Expelled a female student 
for bringing a knife to school. 
Such expulsion is required under 
state law, Bfcard members noted. 
McCusker expressed concern 
about what happens to expelled 
students. 

• Honored Brett Tavana of 
Vandenberg Elementary, th is 
year ' s winner of t h e Ea r l e 
Chorbagian Distr ict Spel l ing 
Bee. 

The teens are also suspects in 
armed robberies in Kentucky 
and Tennessee, he added. 

The teenagers were driving a 
2000 Chevy Cavalier when state 
police caught up with them near 
Milan. The vehicle, Raycraft 
said, belonged to one of the 
teens' parents. 

Stolen car or any other 
charges from his department 
have yet to be determined, he 
added. 

According to police reports, 
the Cavalier was stolen Feb. 22. 
Police believe the two juveniles 
went to the Kentucky-Tennessee 
area af ter t ak ing the car, 
returned to Michigan March 1 
and then headed back south 
after picking up the 19-year-old. 

On March 9, the three sus-
pects were allegedly involved in 
robbing a convenience store in 
Dickinson County, Va., reports 
said. A victim and witness 
reported tha t a shotgun was 
used during the robbery and 
gave descriptions matching the 
three Canton teens. 

Police believe the teens head-
ed north after the hold-up. 

Friday's chase with the trio 
began about 9:30 p.m. in a sub-
division north of Warren Road 
and west of Canton Center. 

It proceeded from the subdivi-
sion south to Warren and then 
west out of the township. 
Reports said the teens headed to 
Gottfredson Road and then went 
south to Cherry Hill. 

Township officers terminated 
their pursuit near 1-94 and US-
23, Raycraft said. 

Michigan S ta te Police then 
picked up the chase and appre-
hended the t eens in Monroe 
County near Milan, reports said. 
Raycraft said the Caval ier 
crashed into a state police patrol 
car. One of the suspects was 
Blightly injured in the crash,- he 
added 

Two loaded riffles were recov-
ered from the Cavalier One of 
the rifTleif??ad been reported 

' stolen in a London. Ky , gun 
shop burglary, reports said 

Planners meet 
The Canton Township Plan-

ning Commission meets on the 
first snd third Monday of each 
month in the adminis t ra t ion 
building, 1150 S Canton Center 
Road 

Meetings begin at 7 p.m. and 
are open to the public 

Agendas are available from 
• the township clerk's office 

(It's Savings Time. Don't forget to set your clocks.) 
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Early Spring Clearance 

30 % 
off 

Right-now styles that won't set you back. 

Women's Sportswear • Dresses • Clairewood • Petites 

Collection Sportswear • Ms. J • Accessories • Men's Sportswear 

'Savings off original prices of selected merchandise, as identified by signs. 

Jacobsons 
Birmingham • (248) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591 -7696 Rochester • (246) 651 -6000 

S H O P P I N G HOURS • M O N - S A T 1 0 - 9 • OPEN S U N AT N O O N 
www. jacobsons. c o m 

http://www.tcfbank.com
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Builder from page A1 

$12,313 for work that he never 
completed. 

"He was our neighbor," she 
added. "We could see his house 
from our window. I thought, lie's 
ndt going to stiff me, he 's my 
neighbor * But it was lies from 
day one." 

Conroy told a similar story. He 
contracted Mason in 1998. 

"I gave him every opportunity 
to finish the job through out the 

imer," Conroy Baid. "Mr. 
deceived a lot of people." 
ra took between $1,400 to 

$5,600 to build decks for other 
a rea r e s iden t s , according to 
police records. 

• 'If a strong message 
isn't sent, there will be 
more victims.' 

-John Bowler 

Plymouth Township residents 
Tom Jarvis, Ron Merlino and Joe 
Molloy say they were swindled 
out of $5,600, $5,110 and $3,600, 
respectively. 

Northville Township residents 
John Bolwer and Jeffrey Allman 
say Mason took $2,400 and 

$1,460 from them, respectively, 
and never completed work. 

Bowler described Mason as a 
con man's con man. He said the 
builder told numerous stories 
about his family designed to elic-
it sympathy. 

"He did everything he could to 
ensure we'd sign a contract with 
him," Bowler said. 

He urged Kerwin to throw the 
book at Mason. 

"If a strong message isn ' t 
sent ," he said, " there will be 
more victims." 

Wayne County Assistant Pros-
ecutor Danton Wilson echoed 
Bowler's thoughts in his remarks 

Beer-Braised Lamb Shanks 
Flavorful lamb shank, braised in our own hand-

crafted beer and served over a lentil ragout. $14.95 
Corned Beef & Cabbage 
Lean corned beef and tender cabbage 

with carrots, celery and red potatoes. $13.95 
Available 4 - close all weekend! 

to Kerwin. 
"You almost want to feel sorry 

for Mr. Mason," he said, noting 
the endless sob stories he told 
victims. "That's what makes him 
so dangerous." 

In giving Mason probation, the 
judge told him he must pay each 
victim back in full. Otherwise, 
Kerwin said, he would spend the 
final year of probation in a work-
release program. 

"If you don't fulfill your obliga-
tion," Kerwin sa id , "you will 
spend that year in a (correction-
al) facility." 

The judge said he wanted to 
see Mason's vict im's repaid , 
which is why he didn't assign jail 
time, Kerwin said. 

For his part , Mason said he 
was sorry to vict ims tha t 
appeared in court. 

"I would like apologize to 
everyone," he said'. "I intend to 
pay restitution." 

Kerwin said Mason needed to 
show his v ic t ims the money, 
however. 

"They've got to see Mr. Green," 
he commented, "before they 
believe your sincerity. So do I." 

In court: Roy 
Mason at an 
earlier court 
appearance 
in Ply-
mouth. The 
builder 
avoided jail 
time but 
must pay 
restitution 
to local resi-
dents. 

RILT PHOTO 

Try a pint or two of our 

" J 

For a limited time only ! 

"Bonfire B i s t r o & B r e w e r y 
7 Mile & Baggerty • Northvi ie 

(248)735-4570 

Kacee's 
119 North Center Street • Northville, Ml 

GOING OUT OF 
BUSINESS 

25% OFF 
Prior Sales Excluded • No Coupons Accepted • No Checks 

Sale Begins Friday, March 17* 10am 
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6 

248-348-0290 

GRAND OPENING of 
NEW LOCATION! 

by Steve Mansfield 

KAFIR ULY 
Anyone wanting So enjoy a 

sir king-looking flowering 
houseplant at home wouGd do 
weB to select a Kafir fity. This 
native of South Africa as a rhi-
zome that develops heads of 6 
to 10 Pretty, orange. beU-
shaped Rowers, which emerge 
from thick stalks surrounded 
by glossy leaves. In its subtro-
pical home, the Kafir IMy 
grows among rocks and cre-
vices in damp and shaded 
conditions. It can reach 
upwards of 1-1/2 feet in 
height and wid flower regular-
ly in early spring as long as 
certain rules are obeyed. It 
needs space, as welJ as winter 
rest. And, it does not Like to be 
repotted unless it is root-
bound Thr plant also benefits 
from a spell outdoors during 
the summer months. 

Houseplamts are attractive, 
easy to maintain, and are nat-
ural air filters. What more 
could one ask for in an addi-
tion to your home decor? 
Whether you want to decorate, 
say "Thank You' or "Get Weill 
Soon," say it with a plant or 
flowers f rom HHDfTS 
FLOWERS 6 QFTS, 995 W. 
Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth 
(453-5140). Since 1899. 
HEDE S FLOWERS & GIFTS 
has been dedicated to provid-
ing quality and service to our 
community. 

HINT: With proper care, the 
Kafir tily can be expected to 
live lor many years. ^ 

Charter from page A1 

"I'm concerned about traffic at 
this particular site," Treasurer 
Flares Kirchgatter added. "1 will 
be voting to deny." 

NHA first proposed a charter 
school for Beck and Hanford. 
Similar coocerns led to a board 
denial lass March. 

Plans for the Warren/Ridge 
site emerged late Last year. Can-
ton ' s P l ann ing Commission, 
however, denied NHA Jan . 10 
and again Peb. 28 even af ter 
major plan revisions. 

Tim Stoepker. an attorney for 
Nat ional He r i t age , out l ined 
thaw revisions Tuesday. 

"We went back and looked at 
our proposal from many differ-
ent perspectives," he told the 
board. 

The first change was to make 
the school, which was to serve 
up to 650 students. two stories. 
Stoepker said it allowed the 
school's entrance to be moved 
from Ridge to Warren, thereby 
saving Ridge's natural beauty 
road status. 

Making a two-story school 
would also c rea te more open 
space - some 240.000 square 
feet - for playgrounds, Stoepker 

said. 
The attorney argued that the 

school met all of the special land 
use criteria and was a compati-
ble use in the growing residen-
tial area. 

"There's a real demand and 
desire to have this school at this 
Bocataon," Stoepker said. 

Area res idents vehemently 
disagreed. 

"There is no overriding or com-
pelling need for this school,* said 
Krupp. "The cramped location 
would shortchange parents and 
students that would attend the 
school." 

Nancy Wiggle, a Gyde Road 
resident, agreed. 

T a t not aga ins t c h a r t e r 
schools," she said. T i n for you. 
But Fm not for this site." 

A few residents spoke in favor 
of the development. 

"1 would like to see it up and 
running." said Rose Lang, who 
spearheaded a supporting peti-
t ion drive. "1 gave the public 
school a fair chance. It failed me 
and my children." 

Husband Ted Lang agreed. 
1 think it's a responsible use 

of the land," he said. 

Three named to Dean's List 
Three Plymouth-Canton grad-

uates have been named to the 
Dean's List at Albion College for 
the Fall 1999 semester. 

They are Michael J . Kowalski. 
Dana E. Lobe lie and Daniel B. 
Holland. 

Kowalski is a senior majoring 
in German and women's studies. 
He is the son of John D. and 
Susan C. Kowalski of Canton 
and a g r a d u a t e of Plymouth 
Salem High School. 

LobelSe is a first-year student 
at Album. She is the daughter of 
Donald E. and Joan C. LobeDe of 
Hudsonvilie and a graduate of 
Canton High School. 

Holland is a sophomore. He is 
She son of Brian P. and Carol L 
Holland at 

Canton and a graduate of Can-
ton High School-

Students to tlw Dean's 
List must achieve a grade point 
average of at least 3.0. 
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Bill would protect privacy of genetic testing 
B Y M I K E MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE: 
• n m a l o t t 9 f a o m e c o m m . n e t 

Health insurers won't be able 
to view genetic in format ion 
about prospective policyholders 
before deciding whether to sign 
them up, under a bill approved 
by the Michigan House and Sen-
ate and now awai t ing f inal 
approval by the governor. 

We don't want people to avoid . 
getting the medical tests they 
need out of fear that the DNA 
informat ion could be used 
against them later. They should 
not be afraid to have the genetic 
tests they need done so that they 
can start getting the treatment 
they need, if there is a treatment 
that would be helpful to them," 
Rep. Gerald Law, R-Plymouth, 
explained. 

Fear tha t genetic tes ts con-
ducted to identify future health 
problems might later be used as 
grounds for denial of health care 
coverage had Michigan residents 
concerned, according to the Gov-
ernor's Commission on Genetic 
Privacy. When the commission, 
created in 1997, reported back to 
the legislature last year that the 
fear could cause res iden t s to 
begin avoiding getting genetic 
tests, i t also recommended the 
pending legislation. 

The commission also heard 
from researchers who said that 
fears DNA information might 
fall into the hands of hea l th 
insurance companies was 
already having a "chilling effect" 
on state residents signing up to 
participate in genetic research 
projects. 

The four bill package, spon-
sored chiefly by Sen. John 
Schwarz, R-Battle Creek, would 
prohibit Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
health insurance companies and 
health maintenance organiza-
tions from reviewing genetic 
information prior to issuing poli-
cies and from select ing cus-
tomers based on genetic informa-
tion. 

Federal legislation has already 
been enacted barring the use of 
genetic information for group 
health care providers, but the 
law does not apply to insurance 
companies when customers are 
seeking insurance individually. 
President Clinton has called for 
the extension of the rule to all 
health insurance companies. But 
Schwarz's package would take 
care of the issue here in Michi-
gan. 

Weeding out prospective poli-
cyholders based on a predisposi-
tion to certain genetic diseases 
would defy the purpose of health 
insurance, says Schwarz. 

"That ' s wha t i n su rance is 
about - shared risk." he said-

Law, who shepherded the 
package th rough the s t a t e 
House, agrees. Insurance premi-
ums might be lower for some but 
prohibitively expensive for those 
who have DNA mal-kers for some 
genetic diseases, whether they 
actually develop the malady or 
not. 

The bills have seen little oppo-
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• 'We don't want people to avoid getting the 
medical teete they need out of fear that the DNA 
Information could be used against them later.' 

Hep. Gerald Law 

sition. Blue Cross supports the 
package, as does the Michigan 
State Medical Society. 

They received strong support 
in the Legislature. The main bill. 
Senate Bill 591, passed in a 37-0 
vote in the Senate and a 106-0 

vote in the House. 
Some think the bills don't go 

far enough. The Michigan Jew-
ish Conference has argued the 
rules Bhould be extended to bar 
insurance companies from con-
sidering all aspects of family 

medical history. The American 
Civil Liber t ies Union argues 
genetic information contained in 
patient's medical records could 
still fall lftto the hands of the 
insurance companies. 

Other pieces of the package 
also address the storage and dis-
posal of genetic samples. When 
genetic tests are taken in a crim-
inal investigation, in paternity 
cases, or in blood testing of new-
borns, the law currently is not 
clear how or for how long the 
samples will be retained. The 
bills give the Depar tment of 
Community Health orders to cre-
ate rules regarding how long 

. such records are to be retained 
and when they will be destroyed. 

While the bills address health 
insurance, they do not prohibit 
life insurance companies from 
considering DNA information. 

"That's a whole 'nother issue," 
Law said. "Life insurance compa-
nies do look at a number of fac-
tors that affect how long you will 
live. They look at medical history 
and whether or not you smoke. 
That's different. Medical insur-
ance is seen as a necessity. Life 
i n su rance is not seen as the 
same thing." 
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