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gnck it or ticket

. Michigan's new seat beit making not
- wearing a seat belt a primary offense
goes into effect tomorrow. Previously,
police could only issue seat beit cita-
tions if the driver had been stopped for
another infraction, Tickets for not wear:
ing a seat belt carry a $50 fine.

The law also allows officers to stop
vehicles if children aren't properly 3
restrained. The current state law
‘requires that all children under 4 ride in

_car eats and kids 4-15 wear seat beits
no matter where they ride in the car.
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Salute to mom: A son pays
tribute as his mother .
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munity Schools./A15

ENTERTAINMENT

Music: Local musicians,
including Mick Gavin of
Redford and the popular
Celtic group Blackthorn,
are getting ready to cele-
brate St. Patrick’s Day.
Gavin’is hosting the 15th
annual St. Patrick’s Day

. Irish Fest at the Hellenic
Cultural Center in West-
land./E1
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Fair and mild

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Out for a roll: Rania Haddad (left) and her cousin Mera Haddad, both of Canton, in-line skate
along the pond in Heritage Park Monday evening as the sun sets. The sign they are about to
skate past reads, DANGER Thin Ice No Skating.”

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe homecomm.net

overwhelming attitude this week
when unseasonably warm tempera-
tures sent people flocking to Canton's
golf courses, parks and other outdoor
recreation places.

Temperatures reached the 60s
Monday and were expected to remain
warm throughout most of the week,
according to forecasts.

Fellows Creek Golf Club, 2936 S.
Lotz; opened Saturday and drew
huge crowds all weekend, said Jimmy

e Latin phrase “carpe diem,” or
“seize the day,” seemed to be the

Weather puts a spring in every step

Bradley, pro shop manager:

“The phone's been ringing off the
wall” Bradley said, as he reached for
the phone. On the other line was a
golfer wondering if the course was
open, he said.

On Sunday alone, 240 golfers hit
‘the ‘hirwayn. creating waits as Tong '
as 45 minutes.

“Sunday was just a madhouse,”
Bradley said.

Golfers, including Dave Bartnik
and Tim Probin, both of Livonia, con-
tinued taking advantage of sunny
skies during the week.

“This warm weather is very unusu-
al,” said Probin, who owns Cincinnati

Bell in Livonia. “That's why you've
got to take advantage of it.”

Probin said his swing was a little
rusty after several months of inac-
tion. But his friend, Bartnik, was
able to practice in Florida. When they
first set out, they said they were,
‘unsure whether they mld play nine
or 18 holes. :

“It depends on how we play,” sard
Bartnik, who owns Mom's Plumbing
in Livonia

So how long will Fellows Creek
remain open?

“Right now it's basically wait and

Please see WEATHER, A4
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Sale
paves
way for
project

B The Canton Township
board has approved the
sale of 6.85 acres along
Michigan Avenue. The
vacant land alongside a
planned Home Depot could
eventually become a gro-
cery store.

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

A second sizable development could
be on its way to Michigan Avenue

Trustees approved the sale of 6.85
township acres at Old Canton Center
and Michigan to Florida-based Regen-
¢y Realty Group Tuesday. Canton will
receive $1.26 million for the parcel.

“They typically do a grocery store
and two smaller -uses,” Township
Supervisor Tom Yack said. “We've
been negotiating with them for quite
some time. The board likes the idea of
providing options for people in the
south end instead of going up to Ford
Road.”

A regional shopping eenter of more
than 300,000 square feet of retail
space is planned for the northwest cor-
ner of Michigan Avenue and Canton
Center..

Home Depot, which plans to break
ground this spring, will anchor the
center. An ele¢tronics shop and drug
store are other possible tenants.

No timetable currently exists for the
center's full development, Canton
Community Planner Jeff Goulet said
Home Depot will oeccupy more than
100,000 square feet of the center

“Michigan Avenue is emerging now,"
.\.,!iij \';‘,u‘l\
Degpite Tuesday's land sale, develop-

ment ofthe 6.86-acre parcel, 1f it hap-
Please see LAND SALE, A4

Critics: Saturday’s vote to have little impact

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe. homecomm.net

“We were doomed to failure from the
beginning.”

Democrat Bill Joyner of Plymouth
Township laments the fact that Michi-
gan’s Democratic caucuses are being
held this Saturday, days after the
Super Tuesday primaries, and with no
chance of -having an impact on the
national political scene.

“Michigan Senator Carl Levin tried
to move the date of the Michigan. cau-
cuses up to have an impact on the

Canton pilot
dies in crash
of light plane

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFY WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net
A plane crash took the life of a 56-
year-old Canton man Monday shortly

after his singlée-engine ultralight ll%

off from New Haven-Macomb Airpo
in Ray Township

The crash occurred at approximately
10:12 a.m., according to Macomb Coun-
ty Shexiff Sgt. Brian Barlog. While an
investigation is currently under way,
police say a sudden gust of wind may
have caused the crash

“Wind took him right into a tree
said Macomb County Sheriff's Inspec-
tor Mark Havkel. “He went into the
trunk of the tree near the base.”

The Canton man’s identity is being
withheld by police. Hackel said the
man was 80 badly injured that positive
identification wasn’t possible without
an autopsy.

Witnesses said the plane spun out of

Please see PLANE CRASH, AS

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUSES

national elections,” said Joyner. “How-
ever, the national party wouldn’t
change it.”

So, in campaign years such as this
one in which Vice President Al Gore
holds a commanding lead over former
Sen. Bill Bradley for the Déemocratic
party’s. presidéntial nomination, the
Michigan caucus on Saturday has little
meaning.

“The decision is pretty well made,”

said Joyner. *“We'll be lucky to get
50,000 delegatés statewide to show up
Saturday, while the Republicans had
more than a million vote in their pri-
mary, which made a difference. On
this the Democrats have not
been far-sighted.”

Joyner, who is prepared to cast his
vote for Bradley Saturday, is hoping
for a decent turnout in the local cau-

<us

iIssue,

\nd so is Becky
Canton, the president of the Plymouth-
Canton-Northville l)'-mm ratic Club.

“1 think it's still ir ;anihl for

Tavarozzi, 75, of

Demeocr 1'~ to come out and show their
support for their w..\Anhl{.-ﬂu " said
Tavarozzi, who has been a part of local

polities for 55 years

The caucus for residents of Ply
Northwville and the pan
of Livenia which votes in the 13th Con-
gressional district is Saturday, at 11
a.m., at the Plymouth Cultural Center

mouth, Canton,

Please see CAUCUSES, A4

Skaters dazzle at Compuware

Icing: The Miami
University Colle-
giate Team wraps
up its perfor-
mance Saturday
in the 2000
Chevrolet United
States Synchro-
nized Team Skat-
ing Champi
onships at Com-
puwpare Arena in
Plymouth Toun-
ship. The event
wrapped up Sat-
urday. The special
effect in the pho
tograph at left |
was achieved |
using a slow shut-
ter speed during
the exposure. For
more on the event,
please turn to
Page A3 in today's |
Observer.” 5
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Three teenagers were arrested
Saturday for breaking into Gal-
limore Elementary School m

; Canton.

- Agcording to township ‘police
. reports, the teens ~ beys ranging
in age from 14 to 15 ~ broke in
shortly before 3 p.m. Officers
responded to an alarm at the
school.

“Upon arriving, officers found
. the building’s west door open;

> 'Reports said they then saw a’

pair of teens in ‘a hallway.
. A chase énsued. Officers final-
1y caught up with the teens on

nearby Forest Trails Drive,

" reports said.
The third boy was picked up

by police at his home a short "

time later. All three teens were

charged with trespassing and -

released to their parents, reports

‘eens arrested for break-m

COP cALI.S

said. e :
- Domestic violence

A 39-year-old Canton woman
was the victim of domestic vio-
lence Friday.

Police reports said the woman
got info an argument with her
ex-husband after he arrived at
her home. The 41-year-old West-
land man dropped by to pick up
his children for a visit, reports
said.

The argument began outside

. ‘and continued into the house.

" Reports said the woman was
punched three times by her ex-
husband and pushed to the
ground. -

Reports said she didn’t wish to
press charges against the man,

but wanted the rcport filed for a
g:lluhle penonal protactmn
er

Police vehicle damaged

A 27-year-old Belleville man
was arrested by Canton police

Snturdny cvemng after allegedly
ad car. -
Raports a township officer

was stopped b a pair of women
at a Joy Romg shopping plaza.

They told police the Belleville

man h:dguﬂ harassed them.
The officer then talked to the

man, got his name and ran a
‘eriminal background check.
Reports said the Belleville man
had an outstanding warrant
against him for telephone
harassment.

_Reports said the Belleville
resisted being placed into the
squad ear. On the way M“h_ ‘

The officer then nrulud Nm.
man

man repnnedly kicked a
aged a rear window."
 Reports said officers: tmod the

man’s feet and hands behind

him. He was then taken to the
police station without farther
1nc1dent reports said.

Property destruction

A 40-year-old Canton man’s
car sustained $1, 500 damage
Friday.-

Reports said an
son damaged the front feng
driver’s door quarter panel. a
wheel and front windshield.
Reports didn't specify the Mott
Road man’s type of car. Police
have no suspects.

Canton business wins bond for expansion

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
P - 3 - ) m"a | 9

m.net

A Canton business is getting a
~helping hand in ifs quest to
expand.

1. NSS Technologies was recent-
ly awarded a $6 million tax-
exempt bond by the Michigan
Economic Development Corpora-
tion. State Sen. Loren Bennett,
R- Canton said it's a posntxve

“move. . :

“For Michigan to remain com-
petitive,” he added, “this is part of
what’s offered. It’s a program in
place that many states don’t do.”
" Bonds will be issued on the
company’s behalf by MEDC to
allow for plant expansion. Ben-
nett-said NSS.will be exempt
from local, state and federal
taxes in repaying the debt.

“It’s good for the eommunity,”
he added.

State Rep. Bruce Patterson, R-

Canton, agreed.

“Michigan Economi¢ Develop-
ment bonds have helped keep
Michigan’s economy healthy and
our citizens employed,” he said.
“This is a great way to reinvest
taxpayer dollars.”

NSS8 Technologies, located on
Rhonda Drive in Canton, will
use funds from the bonds to
expand its facility. Néw machin-
ery and equipment will also be
added, said Bennett.

More than two dozen new jobs
will be created said Bennett,
who helped push the bonds’ hx
exempt status along.. =

The company will mah'h@ly
specialized cold-formed steel
components for the automotive,
truck and waste water indus-
tries, among others, he added:

Representatives of NSS Tech-
nologies didn’t return Observer
phone calls for further explana-
tion by press time Wednesday.
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Lesson in hate

West Middle School students
hear Holocaust survivor’s tale

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER

thr net

A few tears could be seen at
West Middle School Tuesday
afternoon as T2-year-old Martin
Lowenberg, a Holocaust sur-
vivor, told of his experiences in a
concentration camp and of see-
ing his father for the last time.

Lowenberg was only 13 years
old when he said goodbye to his
father, who was eventually sent
to Auschwitz.

“Before he left for work that
morning he woke me, hugged
me, kissed me and wouldn’t let
go of me,” said Lowenberg in a
soft voice, “He knew we would
never, ever see each other again.
He was right."

Lowenberg visited West Mid-
dle School and its eighth grade
class, which had just finished
reading an excerpt from “The
Diary of Anne Frank.”

“What happened to Anne
Frank happened to many, many
of us,” Lowenberg told the gath-
ering of nearly 250 students and
teachers.
the Jewish population was taken
to concentration camps and per-
ished.

“I want to show you what hate

s ... jealousy, anger,” Lowenberg
pressed on. “When people hate,
people suffer.”

Lowenberg told of the days
when Hitler came to power in
1933, of being hated only
because he was Jewish, of not
being allowed to go to the park
because it was only for Aryans,
forced from his home because
Jews weren't allowed to own
property, and of living in concen-
tration camps “with no toilets,
no running water, where the
rooms were infested with cock-
roaches and rats were as big as
small kittens.”

Lowenberg was graphic when
he told the group about his twin
bothers being met by the Angel
of Death, Dr. Josef Mengele, who
“took them to the lab and did
experiments on them without

“Over 80 percent of.

STAFY PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Learning experience: Holocaust survivor Martin
Lowenberg answers questions from students following
his presentation during an assembly at West Middle

School Tuesday.

sedation or anesthetics ...
cut them into pieces:”

At the end, Lowenberg asked
all in the cafeteria to “let’s be
friends and love each other the

and

Attention-getter: Mary
Magnusson of Plymouth,
14,(from left) Jessica Wil-
son of Plymouth, 13, and
Lindsay Dew of Canton,
14, listen during the
assembly.

way we should. The way the
Bible says.”

The message wasn’t lost on

these who left the assembly.
“I thought his talk was really

moving and made us understand.

what went on during the Holo-
caust,” said Amanda Strong, 13,
of Canton. “It made me feel that
1 should try a little harder to be
less prejudiced against people,
be more accepting, and made we
want to be a better person.”

“It puts life in perspective,”
added Dan Wludyka, 14, of Ply-
mouth Township. “You should-
n't think about materialistic
things and be lucky for what you
have.” .

“The part that really got to me
is when his dad came in and
hugged him and wouldn’t let
him go;” said Julia Fabiszewski,
14, of Canton. “I started to cry.”

The reactions were what lan-
guage arts teachers, who
arranged for Lowenberg’s visit,
were hoping for.

“It’s so important at their age
for them to learn compassion,
tolerance, making good choices,”
said Mary Parviainen, chairper-
son of the language arts depart-
ment at West.

Getting ready: Members of the Gems on Ice Juvenile team prepare themselves
for a team picture following their performance Friday at Compuware Arena.
Coach Carrie Brown is at left. Below, Chris Pacini of Farmington awaits her
daughter Marie’s performance with the Gems Novice team. She’s wearing
antennae to promote the team’s motto, “BE’E lieve.”

Gems take home a medal

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

oing into last week’'s 200th Chevrolet Syn-
chronized Team skating championships,
Plymouth coach Carrie Brown figured her
novice team might have the best shot at a medatl,

Turns out she was right.

The novice team picked up the pewter medal,
finishing fourth of 13 teams and leading the
Gems on Ice triumvirate to three solid showings
at the national competition. held at Compuware
Arena in Plymouth Township

“They had a real good program.” Brown said
“We didn’t think of winning or getting a medal
They just wanted to skate a nice, clean skate, and
that's what they did.”

There was even a measure of revenge for the
novice team. The only team in the competition the
Plymouth team hadn’t beaten, from Dearborn,
finished fifth.

Plymouth's intermediate team finished seventh
of 12 teams, while the juvenile team finished fifth
in a 13-team field

“We haq a couple of bobbles, but there was a lot
of pressure on the kids because it was the nation-
als,” Brown said. “ 1 think all three of the teams
did really well. They did the best they could.”

STAY PROTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
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Wanted: Festival talent

erty Fest needs you.

Can you sing, dance or juggle? Then the Lib-

CANTON CONNECTION

Students cited -

Three students from Plymouth Christian
Academy in Canton have been named local win-

The township parks and recreation division 1s
looking for local entertainers to perform at this
year's festival, which runs June 22-25 in Her-
itage Park.

Needed performers include strolling musi-
cians, clowns, jugglers, balloon animal makers
and others. For information cal Bob Dates,
township recreation supervisor, (734) 397-5110

Testing for PSSO

Canton Township will be conducting written,
typing and physical agility tests for the position
of Public Safety Service Officer on Tuesday,
March 14.

A PSSO has duties similar to that of a dis
patcher, with added responsibilities. Service
officers receive and dispatch calls for both
police and fire; handle jail operations and
respond to certain limited calls for service

After three years of service, they are eligible
to advance into police or fire careers

For information, call the public safety depart

ment at (7341 397-3000

" ners in the 31st annual America and Me Essay

Contest, sponsored by Farm Bureau Insurance.

Emily Bloom was awarded first place; Dean-
na Zylka, second; and Lindsay Pew, third for
the school

All three received award certificates for tm ir
achievement.

Emily Bloom’s first-place essay now advances
to the state level competition from which the
top 10 essays in Michigan will be selected. The
top 10 statewide winners, who will be
announced in April, will receive plaques, cash,
and U.8. Savings Bonds valued from $500 to
$1.000

Open house

Canton-based CIM Solutions and Networking
will hold an open house at its corporate head-
quarters, 2200 N. Canton Center, Suite 210. 1-5
p.m. today-and Friday.

The networking and hardware staff will
hand to answer questions

be on
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by Morrre Hot topic of the week

B Attentfon all fourth-, fifth
and sixth-graders: The Canton
Kids Club meets to share fun
ind good thoughts on books. In
addition to books, there are

crafts, games and food Come to

the library and make

new
friends and bring vour weas tor
fun ways to promote reading
When: 2-3 p.m. Saturday, March
18, in the Youth Activity Room

more information, contact Kris

no registration necessary! For

B No two lions have the same Q&A
pattern of whiskers” Q: What are the “ldes of
B March 14 is set aside to March?”

organize your home office? This
ia a day to find files, purge
papers and tackle to do lists

8@ The words “facetipus and

ain all the

vowels in the correct order?

“abatemious” cont

Books on CD

Hare DOOKS

Are sOme on com

A: In the Roman calendar, the
days of the month were not
numbered sequentially. Instead
each month had three division

kalends, nones and ides
Days were numbered for these
divisions: e.g !‘v \Wr:u'\ or i“
Ides. The ldes occurred on the
15th of the month or an the 13th

days

ten at the Youth Reference Desk
at 397-0999

@ the Canton Library 1s com
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff
1200 8. Canton Center. For more
about library pro
grams and services, call 397
099G

information

The library 1s at
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ear's golf merchandise at
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