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Good news' A local com-
petitor will change hands,

but remain in busi-
ness. /A12

R ._._EW

Music: The Chieftains
will play traditional Irish
music, including some .
songs from their newest
CD, during a concert at
Hill Auditorium in Ann
Arbor on March 8./E1

. Dining: Find out why

David’s New York Deli in
Livonia is one of the
Take-out Guy’s favorite
lunch stops./E8

A good job: If you like to
work with your hands,
these guys will pay you
until you can earn even
more./FA
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Observer
snags SNA
awards -

The Canton Observer has been recog-
nized for its journalistic efforts with a
pair of awards in the 1999 Suburban
Newspapers of America Editorial Con-
test.

The Observer won awards in editorial
writing and for its local coverage of the-
1998 state elections. The awards were

.among 21 won by Observer & Eccentric

newspapers in the ¢ontest, sponsored
annually by the SNA, a 2,000-member
non-profit, professional trade associa-

Please see AWARDS, A7
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No jail
time for
driver

B TODDLER DEATH

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
odmielﬂqe.homeoommﬂ

A 65-year-old Livonia woman
received two years probation Tuesday
in connection with a fatal automobile
accident in Canton last year.

Carol Lee Derrick was also ordered
to pay restitution, spend three months
on a tether and perform 200 hours of
community service, among other penal-
ties, in the Nov. 21 death of Van Buren
Township 16-month-old Michael Rose
IL.

Tudge's decision questioned, A13

Wayne County Circuit Court Judge
Carole F. Youngblood said the maxi-

mum sentence — nine months in jail —

wasn't warranted because of Derrick’s
lack of criminal history and previously
clean driving record.

“She killed him and got away with .’ E

it,” mother Jennifer Rose screamed
after Youngblood’s decision. “It's not
fair,”

Vicky Moss, the toddler’s grand-

- mother, agreed.

“] feel the judge had made heér deci-
sion beﬁ)re we even walked into the
courtroom,
didn't get the justice he deserved.”

On Nov, 18, Moss was driving a Ford
Escort statlon wagon south on Hagger-

Avenue, according to Canton pohce
reports and witness statements.

Please see SENTENCING, A6

" gshe said. “My grandson.
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Heart defect

led to death
of Salem
student

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WIITER
thruscato@oe homecomm.net

A heart defect known as myocarditis

" is being listed as the cause of death for

Plymouth Salem junior Mark Bolger,
whe collapsed and died during halftime
of a high school baskethall game Jan,
28. -

“At one time, Mark probably had &
viral infection that affected his heart
muscle,” said Cheryl Loewe, a Wayne
County medical examiner who per-
formed the autopsy on Bolger. -“The
body hedled and replaced the muscle
with scar tissue.

“He probably had an abnormal heart
rhythm,”  she said. “The scar’ tissue

Please sce BOLGER, A7

) STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Two's company: Dina Brophy decided that if she had to stay
hooked up to an oxygen tube constantly, then her stuffed lion
would do the same. She fashioned a similar tube for the furry

constant companionship.

©2000 Momo‘l’ovm Com Network ™

Charter
school
nixed
again

8 For the third time, the
Canton Planning Commis-
sion has turned down a
special land use approval
recommendation for a
National Heritage
Academies charter school.

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe. homecomm.net

Sometimes abiding by the adage “if
at first you don’t succeed, try; try
again” pays off.

That wasn't the case Monday when a

charter school company’s bid to build
in Canton was turned down a third
time by the planning commission. Pre-
vipus denial recommendations were
passed down in March 1999 and Jan
10. The first site was at Hanford and
Beck.
_ The vote was 5-0 for a recommenda-
tion to deny special land use approval,
with commissioners Bob Wade and
Karl Zarbo absent. The proposed Can-
ton Charter Academy site is located -on 1
the northwest corner of Ridge and |
Warren. ;

The next tentative step is the town-
ship board, which could vote on the !
request March 14. ’

Votes of the planning commission
are advisory only, and the township
board has the official say on all
requests

Concerns about the 10-acre lot size

Please see CHARTER SCHOOL, A2

Waiting game

Canton res

ident fights

back, hopes for transplant

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

Dina Brophy is ﬁghllng an uphill
battle to stay alive.-

For more than a year, the Canton
resident has been waiting for a heart-
lung transplant. Until the call comes
saying a donor has been found, her
days are spent hooked to an oxygen
machine and taking a multitude of
medications.

“My whole life is in transition right
now,” said Brophy, 40. “But I
there’s never any guarantees for any
body. I'd just like to get well again and
get back to a normal life.”

guess

The native New Yorker has suffered

from “primary pulmonary hyperten-
sion” since birth

The diagnosis refers to high blood
pressure within the lung arteries with-
out underlying heart or lung diseases,
according to MedicineNet.com, a
health information Web site. The con
dition is most commonly found in
young females

Brophy led an active, "normai™ life

despite the problem untii. 1992

That's when she began noticing a
loss of energy and hfmrmng short of
breath. Concerned, she went to a doc

Please see WAITING, A3

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe homecomm.net
Continued growth, increased use

of technology and additional recre-

ational oppertunities were among

the topics covered Wednesday by
Canton Supervisor Tom Yack in his

annual State of the Township
address

About 200 community and ®usi-
ness leaders attended the event,
hosted by Canton's Chamber of
Commerce at Summit on the Park
The township, he éxplained, contin-
ues to bask in a strong economy

“Canton has done very well,” said
Yack, who'll be seeking his fourth
term in the November general elec-
tion, “Everyone knows things are
great. Some of that can be traced to
a strong regional and national econ-
omy, but I think it also traces back
to the fact that Canton is seen as a
desirable place to be.”

Please see SPEECH, AS

|

Yack looks to future in speech

at the podium but wound up wa

ing Wednesday’s annual State of the Township Address

STAFY PHOTO 8Y PAUL FIURSCHMANK
Relaxed presentation: Canton Supervisor Tom Yack started out

ndering through the room dur- |
|
1
|
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Street residents

‘ ‘MK-%!D»:” of a ]Jlll' of

' cAus

at Burger King on Ford Road
arrived to open the restaurant

Saturday merning and found its
office in disarray. Reports said a

safe had been opened and cash
registers emptied.

Reports said there was no sign
of forced entry into the building.
Police currently have no sus-
pects but believe the incident
occurred between 2:30 and 4:565
a.m. Saturday. :

Hot equivmnt

About $300 worth of stereo
equipment was stolen from a 23-
year-old Canton man’s car
recently.

taken from his 1992 Plymouth
Duster between Feb. 15 and Sat-
urday, according to policé
reports. The thief gained entry
into the vehicle through a rear
window, reports said.

A 24-year-old neighbor told
the Canton man he had pur-

er schwl from page Al

A stereéo and equalizer were

chaséd the eqmpmolt M a
teenager for $25. Reports said
the Canton man idantkﬂod the
equipment as his. o

The neighbor -
teen as being 17- to- 18-

5-foot 10-inches tall &
300 pounds, reportllli&.

A 31-year~old Cﬂ)tﬁ
van was stolen ﬁ\wn ’

urday. ‘
The 1989 Chm ﬁ
on the north side of his.

too lmnll mcreuod traf-
ﬁc, building the school ona
mdwcnated Natural Bo.uty

based National Heritage

: mﬂumhdgekond.let&e
2 plmtfartbcrbwkandaddoda

Commlsnoneu said  the
changu weren’t enough and
- reiterated objections to the pro-

& poq.d vinyl ujiiing and split-

| room, in terms of both
- colorful petals and graceful
' foliage. While their fragrance
may be barely noticeable
outdoors, their scent may be -

such & strong statement on
their own that they require
little fussing from us. Simply
place. a monochromatic
- collection of tuplips of your

gorgeous
. -Cut tulips ‘can ‘open
E “a three- or four-day
»peﬂodmdxamh!rm up to
{ an additional seven days.
_Tulip blossoms ' also bend
: mardﬂgh: m'cesmd may
'§ expand in' size up to 50
] | percent
~F Swing into  Spring with.
“ -} swirls of tulips placed around
4 your house, You'll find a
~magnificent selection oftuirps
‘as_ well as man

—&-

i service, call
899, |

- GIFTS has been dedicated to
-providing qualny and service
\owcommmlly
HINT:  Tulip stems may
elongate while sitting in a

7 LBUE

“m*mh

commission. .
~dn mmme Gund Rapxda- ,
Academies’ new plans removed -

mammmmm

ﬁlmdouhudn-dumvﬁ..
sommm.r * Novi
in the Pheasant Run Plaza)

of Haggedy
477-'600 FAX: 24'-477-9306

block b\nldmg materials.

“I think in my mind you met
‘the requirements” for speclal
land use approval, said commis-
sioner Sue Dodson. After voting
with the majority, she said, “I
still think the site is too tight.”

Commission chairman Vic
Gustafson said the problems
were with the site, not the
school.:

“I personally look at a charter
school as a welcome develop-
ment at any site in Canton —
providing the site is right for
the plan,” Gustafson said.

“I don'’t feel enough changes
- have been made,” commissioner
Cathy Johnson said. “I can’t
think of any neighborhood in

- Canton that (the building mate-

rials) would complement.”
Commissioner Melissa

McLaughlin described the build-

ing facade materials as “incon-

“gruent” with the building code.

She also said the potential traf-
fic would strain overly burdened
roads and that the school’s lot-
tery-style enroliment would not
dn'ec'ﬂy bemﬁt Canton.
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dinser with

Jeff Poole

Timothy Stoepker, a Detroit
attorney representing NHA, said
his client’s: request was not any
different from many requests
approved in other communities,
such as a recently approved site
in Romulus.

“We comply with each and
every requirement of special
land use standards,” Stoepker
said after listening to comments
in the public hearing, which
lasted nearly three hours. “Our
(charter school) sites are typical-
ly this size.”

Emotions ran high on both

"sides of the issue. Opponents
waved bright green fliers read-
ing, “I simply don’t want a
National Heritage Academy
school on this site” after each
opponent spoke. Those fliers
were later signed and handed to
Connie Roessler, planning com-
mi¥sion sefretary. She said 140
were given to her by the end of
the meeting.

. Gustafson asked that the
audierice refrain from applaud-
ing.~

“There is no applause meter
here,” Gustafson said.

Chuck Suppnick, president of
the Nerthweést Canton Home-
owners Association, said the
revised plans failed to alleviate
his and other homeowners’ con-
cerns about Rxdge R.oad’s natu-

ral beauty road status, which
prevents it and-its roadsides
from being adversely im,paci-ed
by development. ST

“To us this is a clear qnﬂ pre—
sent danger,” SupM

Napier Road resident
Gillig said, “I really mpmtﬁm
school and the people here fight-
ing so hard-to get this school.
But I don’t think this site's
going to be one that's welcoming
for them.” She cited the wet-
lands along Fellows Creek and
the hilly elevation as two rea-
sons it was not appropriate.

On the other side, 160 sup-
porters signed petitions in favor
of the plan. They also offered
emotional pleas about the desire
for education choice in Canton.

“I find the statement that this
location is wrong totally offen-
sive,” said Stuart Drive resident
Kimberly Gouwens. “This is a
pnme location to teach stu-
dents,” she added, referring to
using the wetlands setting to
teach about ecology. s

Resident  Rose Lang, who
spearheaded the petition drive,
said a charter school would give
parents an alternative to expen-
sive private schools.

“Please look at the facts and
not the emotions,” Lang said.
“Having a charter school there
will not affect the natural beau-
ty road status.

“Did National Heritage
Academies meet the require-
ments set forth by the townnhip"
The answer is yes,” Lang added.

Jeff Poole, vice president of
NHA, said the recently approved
NHA school in Romulus is proof
that building in wstern wa"ne
County isn't impossible,

“I think clearly we met the
requirements of special land
use,” he said. “Really, we're very
disappointed with this decision
Lomght
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON
INVITATION TO BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed bids will be accepted at the Oﬂbe
of the clerk until 10:00 a.m,, March 16, 2000 for the following:
ADULT LEAGUE AWARDS B

Bid specifications are available in the Finance and Budget D'pt. N! lndl
must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the bid name,
company name, address and telephone number and date and time of hid
opening. The Township reserves the right to reject any or all bids.  The
Township does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, rehpon age or dnnb:hty in employment or the provision of services:

TERRY BENNETT, Clerk

LA

8-years-old,
wm;

e el B

Padleah: Pebroary 24,77 snd March I 00

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON -
PROPOSALS FOR
PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES
in preparing the
STORMWATER DETENTION BASIN
VEGETATION BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE
Sealed propésals for PROFESSIONAL

preparing the STORMWATER DETENTION BASIN JEGRTATION BEST
| MANAGEMENT PRACTICE will be received

Canton, Engilicering Services, 2nd Floor, 1150 § (‘M(mm
Canton, Ml 48188 until §:00 p.m. March 8, 3000.
Whhmdnnumnumayhpﬂdupu IR
; Public Works

2nd Floor

Canton Township Administration Building
1150 South Canton Center Road
Canton, MI 48188
The Township does not diseriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of
services.

The Township reserves the right to reject any or all praposals:

CONSULTING mmla
Charter Township of
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Brophy. “Because I wasn’t symp-
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Dancing in the streets just
may be what teens are looking to
do this summer. At least the
Plymouth Youth Forum hopes
80.

In a meeting scheduled for
later this month, the group
hopes to develop plans for a
number of teen dances to be held
at the end of the school year.

The Youth Forum is composed
of teens and adults who want to
develop alternative activities for
youth, to avoid preblems
between teens and adults. The
group came into existence after
last summer’s so-called sidewalk
ticket cases in downtown Ply-
mouth, in which four teens were
ticketed for sitting on and block-
ing sidewalks.

“Dances at schools usually
have really big turnouts,” said
Katie Welch, 13, of Plymouth
Township and a Youth Forum
member. “They’re.easy activities
to put on. And, there are lots of
places we could have them ...
indoors in a gym or outdoers,
like in Kellogg Park or a parkmg
lot.”

Welch said the thought was to
have dances every Friday, alter-
nating between the middle
school and high school age
groups.

“It’s not a good idea to mix the
age groups,” said Welch. “We'd
like to begin the dances as soon
as school lets out in June.”

Welch said the Youth Forum
would like to put on-additional
activities, and eventually have a
building of its own for area
youths to call home.

“I feel it's up to the three com-
munities (Plymouth, Plymouth
Township and Canton Town-
ship) to reassess their stand of
safe, fun and inexpensive activi-
ties for teens 12 to 18 years old,”
said Sally Welch, Katie’s moth-
er. “They should have a place to
continue the same activities they
have in school, like physical

” V

Did you know?

B A banana is really an herb?

8 The Michigan Home and
Garden Show is March 2-5 at the
Pontiac Silverdome?

®@ On March 3, 1931, the bill
_designating “The Star Spangled
Banner” as the U.S. national
anthem was adopted by the Sen-
ate and signed by President Her-
bert Hoover

® Hug a GI Day is March 47
This is the only date on the cal-
endar which is a command
~ March Fourth!

B Switzerland consumes the
most soft drinks in the world?

Books on tape

Here are some books on audio
tape available from the library:

® “In Pursuit of the Proper
Sinner” by Elizabeth George

M “Jewels of the Sun” by Nora
Roberts

B “The Maze” by Will Hobbs

B “Midwives” by Chris Boh
jalian

® “Mother of Pearl” by Melin-

"lems.

activities, dances and guiet
areas to study and interact w:th
other teens.”

A large percentage of results
from a survey taken at the mid-
dle and high schools indicates
that teens want a place with
music, food and activities during
the summer and school vaca-
tions.

“We would like to see some
kind of youth center in Ply-
mouth or. Canton,” said Mary
Novrocki of Plymouth, another
member of the Youth Forum.
“We want something where
teens will feel welcome, not be
bored and stay out of trouble.”

Downtown Plymouth attracts
students to Kellogg Park and
cruisers up and down Main
Street, and there appears to be a
generation gap creating prob-

Novrocki is hoping to get some
support from area government
officials. She’s been to Plymouth
city commission meetings and
believes “city officials haven’t
been too supportive.”

Mayor Dave McDonald said
he’s more than willing to look at
any proposals put forth by the
Youth Forum. However, he
doesn’t foresee the city taking
the lead in finding activities for
teens.

“I think there are enough par-
ents looking for things for kids
to do,” said McDonald. “I have
two teenagers and I'm interested .
in youth issues. But I think
there are enough people out
there working on initiatives that
the city could probably dovetail
in. I’'m not interested in rein-
venting the wheel.”

The Plymouth Youth Forum
will be discussing teen dances at
its next meeting, which is sched-
uled for Thursday, March 16, 7
p.m. at the Salem High School
Cafeteria. Anyone with ques-
tions or ideas can e-mail Sally

Welch-at Sally70775@aol.com.

da Haynes

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites:

8 www.aahom.org

B www.exhibits.lsa. umich. edu
B www.hot-dog.org

B www artsjournal.com

Q&A

Q: What is the world’s best
selling candy?

A: Life Savers were first made
in the early years of the nine-
teenth century by Clarence A.
Crane of Cleveland, Ohio, who
named them after theéir resem-
blance to a life ring and regis-
tered the trademark. He sold his
business in 1913 to Edward
John Noble. After changing the
packaging and by ingenious
marketing, Noble relaunched the
product to become the world’s
best-selling candy. Polo Mints,
the “mint with the hole,” -were
taunched in the UK in 1948, and
are today Britain's best-selling
mint. They are the British ver-

« sion of Life Savers.

The source for this information
is “The Top Ten of Everything
1998"

Fairy tales for teens

Here are some selections that
borrow on tradition

B “Kissing the
Emma Donoghue

B “Once Upon a More Enlight-
ened Time? by James Fmr’;-(}ar»

Witch” by

tomatic.”

Since having a surgery teo
repair a hole in her heart at age
5, she had always had more get-
up-and-go than anyone in her
family.

“] was always flying around,”
said Brophy. “I was very ener-
getic.”

Her health has declined
steadily since being diagnosed in
1992.

Dina had te quit her job as a
waitress a year later. Her level
of activity has continue to drop
since.

“My personality has really
changed,” Brophy added. “I used
to be very outgoing and social’
Now I'm tired most of the time
and don’t want to go out.”

Moving slong

She and her mother, Mar-
grette Long, moved to Canton
last April.

Brophy lived near Rochester,
N.Y., and Long in Arizona until
then. But Dina’s insurance com-
pany required that she be within
two hours of the medical facility
that would perform the trans-
plant.

She'll have the procedure done
at the University of Michigan
Hospital in Ann Arbor. Long
said the move has been tough on
both of them.

“We've left the familiar,”
commented.

Dina said she relies on her
mom.

“She has really taken the brunt
of everything,” Brophy said. “She
has fought for me a lot.”

Daily life isn't easy for her.

First there's the medications.
One dilates her vessels to help
her body utilize oxygen. Diuret-
ics help her get rid of excess
fluid, but also make her con-
stantly thirsty.

“I drink a lot of water,” she
said. “Club Soda with lemon is

she

-

ner-

@ “Spinners”
Napoli

8 “The Door in the Hedge” by
Robin McKinley

B “Ella Enchanted” by Gail
Carson-Levine

by Donna Jo-

An auther’s take

Here are some memoirs avail-
able at the library:

B “Rocket Boys”
Hickham

B “The Play Goes On" by Peter

by Homer

* Mayle

B “Colored People” by Henry
Louis Gates

B “Our Tribe” by Terry Plato

8 “Borrowed Time” by Paul
Menette

Hot topic of the week

@ Youth program' Have some
fun reading and sharing good
books with others. This book
club is geared towards fourth-,
fifth- or sixth-graders and their
parents. It meets once a month
in the evening. Call the Youth
Reference Desk for more infor-
mation at {734) 397-0999 ext.
129. The next meeting 18 7:45-
8:45 p.m. Wednesday, March 15,
in the Youth Activity Room

@ the Canton Library is com
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 S. Canton Center. For more

information about library pro
grams and services, call 397
0999

Federal guidebook lists dozens
of available college scholarships

College costs for a full-time
student could be as little as
$10,000-$30,000; high-cost col
leges can run from $40,000
$100,000, according to the U.S
Commission for Scholastic Assis
tance. Mary parents and stu
dents think scholarships are
only for the students with excel
lent grades, low-income families
or the athletically able

A small example of the numer-
ous scholarships available to stu-
dents includes Handicapped Stu-
dent Scholarships, Members of a
Church Scholarships, Scholar-
ships for “C” Students, Veteran
Children’s Scholarships, Scholar
ships for Minorities and much,
much more

Though the majority of schol

arships are from the federal gov
and are merit and/or
billioris of dollars
are students from
private scholarships. Much of
private sector financial aid goes
unused because the parents and
students do not know how or
where to apply

There sire organizations that
have spent hundreds of hours in
research locating scholarship
sources. The U.8. Commission
for Scholastic Assistance-College
Bound'is such an
and supplies informatic
more than 700 private scholar
ships sources

The scholarship list incl
the scholarship names, add

ernment
need-based,
available to

prganization
n about

udes

ress

es, application deadlines, sum
maries about the scholarships
and the amount the scholarship
will pay your child

Many schol
entire tuition
applied towards tu
expenses anda/«
Most whll‘arsh.w
junior colleges, carcer and voea
tional schools, four year colleges
graduate schools

arsh ps pay the
thers can be
hving
other fees

"
ition

an be used at

law schools

For informati
these scholarship
self-addressed, stamped, bus)
ness-size éenvelope to: The 1/ S
Commission for Scholastic As
P.O. Box 668, OFall :r

lists, sen

tance
62269

medical and

n on obtaining
aa

my treat.”

Brophy is on liquid oxygen 24
hours a day. Several large tanks
sit in her living room.

She supposed to eat a low-sodi-
um diet as well: But Dina does-
n’t always do as well as she'd
like.

“I haven’t been a very good
patient,” she said. “Food and
drink are my love.”

Requirements

It's no accident that Brophy
has been waiting for her trans-
plant for more than a year.

Finding a proper donor is diffi-
cult. Blood and tissue types must
match and size of thé donor
must be close.

National transplant numbers
speak to the difficulty of making
a match.

Just 22 heart-lung transplants
were done last year. From 1989
to 1998, an average of 56.5
transplants were done yearly,
according to the United Network
for Organ Sharing (UNOS).

Brophy has mixed feelings
about a potential donor.

“I don't know if I'll feel guilty,”
she said. “The person isn’t dying
for me.”

Still, she thinks it will be odd
having someone else’'s heart
beating in her chest.
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“] think it will be a weird feel-
ing knowing somebody else’s
organs will be inside of me,” said
Brophy. “Eventually, I think I'li
want to know my donor’s fami-

ly.”
Helping hand

Even with a successful trans-
plant, the battle will not be over
for Brophy.

Survival rates, according to
UNOS, are about 50 percent
after three years and 43.4 per-
cent for five years.

She'll likely need several
months of rehabilitation. Brophy
will also need medication to stop
her body from rejecting her
transplanted organs - for the
rest of her life.

The cost of those medications
is high, as much as $1,500 a
month, said Brophy.

The Children’s Organ Trans-

plant Association is helping

raise funds for her care before
and after surgery. The cam-
paign’s goal is $100,000.

Local events are planned to
help meet the goal. Max &
Erma’s Restaurant, for example,
will hold a raffle on April 9. Area

merchants are donating various

items for the raffle.
“People have been vary gener-
ous,” said Long. “Restaurants
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have been great.”

Anyone wishing to make §
donation to help Brophy cag
mail ehecks to: COTA for Dina;
COTA, 2501 COTA Drivey
Bloomington, Indiana, 47403.

Collecting: The two
women have fashioned
collection jars for dona- -~
tions from paper drink
cups and a flyer explain- :
ing Dina’s plight. .

Cream of the crop

Bright red €
Bright re cnerry
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