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FRIDAY'S h l l d 

The Community Life staff of the 
Observer Newspapers wants your 
suggestions for a new feature to 
begin Thursday, March 2, called 
Friday's Child. 

The old verse "Friday's child is 
loving and giving" is the basis for 
an ongoing profile we plan to run 
to recognize the contributions of 
children who measu re up to the 
childhood adage. 

If you know of a s tuden t who 
volunteers a t a nurs ing home, 
collects pennies for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association, gives toys 
to a shelter or acts unselfishly in 
some way for the benefit of others, 
we wan t to hea r about them. 

The profiles will run on the first 
Thursday of the month in the 
Community Life section. Please 
share with us the ways in which 
the nominee is l o v i n g and giving" 
ei ther by calling, faxing or e-
mailing us the information. 

Include the child's name and 
age; how you feel h e or she lives 
up to being a "Friday's Child;" and 
your phone n u m b e r or e-mail 
address where we can reach you 

. for information. One child will be 
profiled each month from the pool 
of nominees we receive. The child 
must reside in Westland, 
Plymouth, P lymouth Township, 
Canton, Redford, Livonia or 
Garden City in order to be eligible 
and should be 18 years old or 
younger. 

CaH Kimberly Mortson, 
Community Life editor, (734) 953-
2131; write Observer Newspapers, 
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 
48150; fax (734) 591-7279; e-mail 
kmortson@oe.homecomm.net 

T H E W E E K 

AHEAD 
MONDAY 

Charter school returns: 
National Heritage 
Academies takes a revised 
plan for a Canton charter 
school to the township 
planning commission. The 
7 p.m. meeting at the 
administration building, 
1150 S. Canton Center 
Road, is open to the public. 
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Justice sought in toddler's death 
Sixteen months in jail would be a fair sentence 
for the woman responsible for the death of her 
16-month-old son following a car accident on 
Haggerty Road last November, says the 
infant's mother, Jennifer Rose. 

ket and a wreath." 
The Ford Escort station wagon driv-

en by the toddler's grandmother, Vicky 
Moss, was broadsided Nov. 18 at 9:40 
p.m., township police reports said. 

Heading south on Hagge r ty Road, 
the Escort was pass ing th rough the 
intersection of Michigan Avenue. Jus t 
then, according to witness statements, 
a 1999 GMC Safari driven by Carol Lee 
Derrick sped through a red light head-
ing east and smashed into Moss, her 
daughter De'Anne and little Michael. 

T h r e e days l a t e r , t h e Van B u r e n 
Township boy succumbed to massive 
internal injuries. 

"I feel like she stole him from us," 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
s d a n i e l @ o e . h o m e c o n u n . n e t 

One second is but a whisper of time. 
For Michael and Jennifer Rose, how-

ever, one split second was enough to 
change their lives - forever. On a clear 
and mild mid-November n igh t l a s t 
year, Michael Rose II, a bright, ener-
getic and happy 16-month-old, was 
fatally injured in an automobile acci-
dent in Canton. 

"We h a d all of his Chr i s tmas pre-
s e n t s bough t , " said his 22-year-old 
mother, Jennifer. "But they were never 
touched. For Christmas, the only thing 
I could give Michael was a grave blan-

said Jennifer Rose. "Everything we did 
revolved a r o u n d h im. I feel l ike I 
buried partt if myself. 

"He was my life." 
Attempts to contact Derrick by the 

Observer were unsuccessful Friday. 

Sentencing Tuesday 
The 65-year-old Livonia r e s i d e n t 

faces sentencing on a charge of negli-
gent h o m i c i d e T u e s d a y in W a y n e 
County Circuit Court. The offense, a 
misdemeanor, is punishable by up to 
two years in prison and/or a $2,000 
fine. ; 

It's likely that Derrick, who pled no 
contest to the charge and has no previ-
ous criminal record, will receive only 
probation, said Catherine O'Connell, a 
Rose family attorney. 

"The only t h i n g Mike and I have 
asked for is 16 months in jail," Jen-

P J e a s e s e e TOOOLER'S DEATH, A2 Michael Row II 
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Going 'round in circles: The Plymouth Gems On Ice Novice team skates its precision routine 
during a practice session Thursday at Compuware Arena, the site of this week's national 
tournament for precision skaters. Pictured below, Gems On Ice coach Carrie Brown gestures 
during practice. 

In synch 
Three teams from local club 

compete for title at Compuware 
BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 
b k a d r i c h # o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

When the Detroit Metro Skat-
ing Council hosts the 2000 
Chevro l e t S y n c h r o n i z e d 

Team Championships in Plymouth 
Townsh ip this week, young Tricia 
French doesn't plan on let t ing any-
t h i n g get in the way of her team's 
success. 

Not even a broken arm. 
T r i c i a wiU be pa r t of t h e t h r e e 

t eams the Plymouth Figure Skat ing 
Club will put on the ice for the com-

peti t ion, which r u n s March 1-4 at 
Compuware Arena, the club's home 
ice. Three of Plymouth 's six teams 

qua l i f i ed for t h e compe t i t i on by 
medaling in sectional competition. 

While o t h e r c lubs have s e v e r a l 
t eams compet ing, Plymouth is the 
only club that had three teams actu-
ally earn their way into this week's 
fray. The other clubs were invitees 

"At s e c t i o n a l compe t i t i on , our 
teams placed really well, including 
b e a t i n g t e a m s we h a d n ' t b e a t e n 
before ," P l y m o u t h coach C a r r i e r 
Brown said. "It was really a very good 
experience for our club. For all of 
them to get a medal and improve on 

Please see SKATERS, \ 

Group 
pushing 
arts to 
schools 
• A R T I S T S - I N - R E S I D E N C E 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 
b k a d r i c h O o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

A model program to bring ar ts into 
the elementary schools worked so well, 
organizers are tryirffc to find par tners 
who can make it a permanent happen-
ing 

Artists-i'n-Residence. a program tha t 
had second graders at four elementary 
schools working directly with actors 
from the Purple Rose Theater Compa-
ny. is being conducted in all 14 elemen-
tary schools in the Plymouth-Canton 
district this year. It's the creation, and 
continuing effort, of a group including 

P lease see ARTISTS. A4 

Vehicles 
damaged 
in spree 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
s d a n i e l @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Windows-in nearly 50 cars have been 
sho t ou t in C a n t o n and P l y m o u t h 
townships since Feb. 18. 

All of the vehicles were parked either 
along roadside curbs near homes or in 
driveways, according to police reports 
Authorities believe a BB-gun and pos-
sibly a sling shot were used 

P lease see SHOOTING SMEE, A 4 

Super marketer: Shoppers will miss Delores Fissuk 
B Y H E A T H E R NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
h n e e d h i u n # o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

When Dolores Fissuk began working 
as a cashier at Farmer Jack she was 
22, all the prices had to be entered by 
hand on pre-computer-age cash regis-
ters, Dwight D. Eisenhower was presi-
dent and she made $1.41 per hour. 

That was in 1958. On Feb. 15, Fissuk 
retired from the Farmer Jack store at 
Morton Taylor and Joy in Canton after . 
41 year* with the company. She began 
her career a t a Detroit Fa rmer Jack 
and worked at the Can ton s t o r e at 
Morton Taylor and Joy since 1987. She 
has lived in Canton since 1985. 

Fiaauk was nominated as a Canton 
O b s e r v e r "Everyday Hero" by an 
anonymous caller.. 

She plans to spend her re t i rement 
years "just taking it easy" with activi-
ties like ceramics and maybe some tugs 
at "one-armed bandits" <slot machines) 
at casinos. 

"I can go out with the girls and have 

lunch," she added. 
W o r k i n g 41 

y e a r s a t a cus-
tomer serv ice job 
r e q u i r e s a l ion ' s 
s h a r e of pa t ience 
and a th ick skin . 
I m p a t i e n t cus-
tomers wai t ing in 
long l ines , confu-
s ion over adver -

tised prices and conflicts over check 
cashing policies are jus t a few of the 
reasons customers and cashiers clash. 

"It's really hard," Fissuk said "You 
just have to let things go - you just got 
to Jund of let (people) say what they 
want to say " 

The worst kind of customer. Fissuk 
said, is the one who "thinks they know 
it all. 

"Sometimes it bothers you but you've 
got to try to let it go." she said 

One of her most memorable expen-

P lease nee MtWO > 

To place a classif ied ad: 734-591-0900 Newsroom: 734-459-2700 

STArr Psow n Fait HI** wwaw. 

Quitting time: Delores Fissuk celebrates with shoppers and co-
workers during her last day at the Farmer Jack supermarket on 
Morton Taylor Road. 

Home Delivery: 734-591 -0500 
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Toddler's death 
nifer Rose said, "because he was 
10-months-old. My son's life is 
worth more than probation. 

"He was like my best fr iend. 
He was my little man." 

Witness s ta tements laid blame 
for the accident squarely on Der-
rick's shoulders. 

?I Iras dr iv ing eastbound on 
Michigan Avenue at Haggerty 
R^ad beside (Derrick)," Canton 
resident Deborah Schuet t , 29, 
wrote in a s t a t e m e n t to police. 
"The l igh t f o r H a g g e r t y was 
turning yellow. The van sped up 
and 'Qrent through the red light 
and struck the Escort." 

She wrote tha t Derrick's vehi-
cle was traveling between 50-55 
miles'per hour when it hit Moss' 
Ford.. 

Five other witness statements 
didn't mention Derrick's speed. 
Bat each stated tha t she ran the 
red light. 

H f w a a complete ly to ta led ," 
grandmother Vicky Moss said of 
her Escort station wagon. "All of 
the windows j u s t sha t te red on 
intpa(t. Glass flew in at us * 

H e r c a r w a s h i t so h a r d i t 
spun ̂ around and faced north on 
Haggferty. Moss' initial reaction 
w i s to check on her daughter , 
De'Anne, and Michael. 

'I thought he was dead' 
' W h e n I looked in t h e back 

seat ," she sa id , "his head was 
- and his eyes were closed. I 
k't tell if he was breathing. 

I thought he was dead." 
Impact of t h e collision knocked 

a paci f ier f rom t h e 16-month-
old's m o u t h a n d a w in t e r cap 
from his head. 

Moss s t r u g g l e d to push her 
dabr open and tried to get out of 
the Escort, but couldn't. 

I s c r e a m e d fo r he lp , " sa id 
Mosa. "I j u s t kep t screaming I 
had a baby in my car." 

from page A1 

Crash aftermath: The impact spun the Escort, driven by Vicky Moss, completely 
around. 

C a n t o n pa ramed ic s a r r ived 
within minutes, she said. It took 
some t ime to get Michael and 
De'Anne out of the car. Workers 
finally got the driver's side rear 
pa s senge r door off and pulled 
Michael from the station wagon. 

"I was calling his name trying 
to get a response," said Moss. 
"The paramedics felt h is neck 
and said there was a pulse but 
he wasn't responsive." 

Michae l was r u s h e d to 
Annapolis Hospital. After being 
stabilized, he was airlifted to the 
Univers i ty of Michigan's chil-
d r e n ' s h o s p i t a l . The i n j u r i e s 
Moss and De'Anne incurred were 
not life threatening. 

RUNNING 101 
CLASS FOR THE 

B E G I N N I N G 
R U N N E R 

; 6-WEEK INFORMATIVE 
SESSIONS ON TRAINING, 

INJURY PREVENTION, SHOES, 
CtOtMNG, STRETCHING, FORM 

- AND SO MUCH MOREJ 

Classes Star t the 
W e e k of M a r c h 6 

Tuesdays - km Arbor 
Wed. - West Bloom 

Ttwrsdays - North*®* 

c a l l 

R U M N i y M G M F I T s f e , 

runnirtgfit.com 

Am Arbor 734-769-5016 
Nortfivffie 243-360-3338 

West Bloom 248-626-5451 
. . When I think back to that first class an<i how I never thought that I 
could go 3 miles, no one could be mora surprised than I am, that I am 
now looking forward to my first race- Barbara C (Agm SO} Am1 Arbor 

Thanks to 101, I look over 6 minutes off my 5K time Don ft Age AO 

.. Running 101 changed my life. --U— Q.(Age 31) Ann Arbor 

...I love meeting people to run with each week, it keeps me motivated 
• Habacca H. Ag» 26 Uvonio 
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"I wanted to go with my baby 
but I wasn' t able to," said Jen-
nifer Rose, who did see her son 
before he left Annapolis. "I got to 
talk to him. His little eyes were 
open. There were tubes every-
where. But he did look at me. He 
had a tear run down his face." 

After arriving at U-M. doctors 
restabilized the child. They soon 
began giving him medication to 
reduce brain swelling. A shun t 
was also added to relieve pres-
sure. 

Remained at his side 
J e n n i f e r a n d Michael Rose 

didn't see their boy for five hours 
after he arrived at U-M on Nov. 
18. He was in a coma and on life 
support when they finally did. 

Excep t f o r a few brief t r i p s 
home , t h e couple s tayed w i t h 
him every minute. By Nov. 20, 
the boy's condition was worsen-
ing. 

The medication helping reduce 
b r a i n swe l l ing began c a u s i n g 
severe blood pressure problems. 
Doctors were forced to stop giv-
ing him the drug. 

Subsequent ly , the 16-month-
old's b r a i n swelled. The pres-
su re , J e n n i f e r said, kil led h i s 
b r a i n s t e m . O t h e r p r o b l e m s , 

such as thickening of the blood, 
arose as well. 

In the eaTly morning hours of 
Nov. 21, 1999, the couple made 
the hardest decision they'll ever 
have to make by taking their son 
off life support. 

"I put my hand on his ches t / 
said Jenni fer . "I felt his hear t 
beat, but he didn't breathe. His 
h e a r t stopped and the doctors 
pronounced him dead." 

The mother held her son after 
he passed. 

"Even holding him," she said, 
"I thought he'd wake up, tha t he 
wasn't dead." 

As one might expect, life has-
n ' t re turned to normal for the 
couple. 

J e n n i f e r , who loved to cook 
and take care of her family, has-
n't touched a pot or pan since. A 
home tha t was once br imming 
with life and dreams of days to 
come now often sits empty. 

And Jennifer Rose blames her 
herself. 

"Our house was childproof, 
she said. "We tried to do every-
thing right. 1 never let anyone 
baby-sit for him except my mom, 
De'Anne or Mike's family. 

"I feel like I let my guard down 
for one night and he died." 

Sports-. 
Health and 

tfyouYeage II to IB and are active 
in a sport—or if you Ye a parent or 
coach of girts in sports—don't miss 
tMs opportunity Co learn and 
practice how you can: 

Boost performance 

Improve health and fitness 

Avoid sports injuries and 
problems common to girls 

Enjoy specW oiks PMtmrm'md Otympk paid medaAlst 
Annette Saimeen and her parancs. Also hear from some of the 
ares'! top sports madtdne spedaftsts. Learn wtft to redxe tbe 
rfck of Injuries and other *ora<relM*d problems. Leam about 
nutrtOon to achieve peak performance tnd heafeh. And more' 
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Driver hits deer 
on Cherry Hill 

A Can ton Police officer was 
forced to shoot a deer near the 
intersection of Ridge and Cherry 
Hill roads late Thursday, accord-
ing to township police reports. 

A 46-year-old Westland man 
told police tha t he hit the deer 
while driving along Cherry Hill 
a t about 10 p.m. Reports said 
the deer ran out in front of the 
man's 1983 Mercury Marquee. 

Af te r ar r iv ing on the scene, 
the officer noted tha t the deer 
had broken legs and h i p s and 
was bleeding, reports said. The 
o f f i ce r des t royed t h e a n i m a l 
with a single shot to the head. 

No damage was repor ted to 
the Westland man's vehicle. 

Warrant arrest 
A 45-year -o ld Monroe m a n 

was arres ted by Canton Police 
T h u r s d a y on an o u t s t a n d i n g 
warrant. 

Reports said the man and his 
wife were sitting in their 1988 
Ford Thunderbird in the parking 
lot of a Michigan Avenue bar in 
C a n t o n at about 9 p.m. After 
observing the vehicle for a short 
t i m e , a t o w n s h i p o f f i ce r 
a p p r o a c h e d the coup le and 
asked for identification. 

A backg round check of t h e 
m a n r evea l ed t h e w a r r a n t , 
which had been issued on a pro-
ba t ion violation in Dea rborn , 
reports said. The man was then 
t a k e n into custody by Canton 
Police. 

D W L S 
A 19-year-old Canton woman 

was a r r e s t e d for dr iv ing on a 
suspended license Thursday. 

Reports said the woman, who 
was driving a 2000 Ford pickup. 

• C O P C A L L S 

was stopped by police for speed-
ing at t h e i n t e r s ec t i on of Joy 
Road and Green lawn at 10:15 
p.m. She was t r ave l i ng a t 40 
miles per hour in a 25 mph rone, 
reports said. 

A s u b s e q u e n t b a c k g r o u n d 
check revealed tha t her license 
had been s u s p e n d e d since 
November of 1998. Reports said 
the C a n t o n w o m a n was then 
taken into custody and eventual-
ly released af ter posting a $300 
bond. 

The 19-year-old will face a 
driving while license suspended 
charge at 35th District Court in 
Plymouth on March 23. 

Marijuana possession 
An 18-year-old Plymouth man 

was ar res ted for possession of 
marijuana Friday in Canton. 

Reports said a township officer 
spotted the man, who was driv-
ing a 1995 Ford F-150 pickup, 
avoiding a t raff ic signal at the 
intersection of Ford and Lilley 
roads at about 1 a .m. Reports 
said the man cut th rough the 
parking lot of a par ty store to 
avoid the light. 

The officer then made a traffic 
stop and subsequently searched 
the vehicle. Reports said a pipe 
with "mar i j uana residue" was 
discovered. A bag with 15 grams 
of marijuana was also recovered 
from the truck, reports said. 

The Plymouth man was then 
arrested for mar i juana posses-
sion and avoiding a traffic sig-
nal, reports said. 

C L A R I F I C A T I O N 

A story in Thursday's Observ-
er a b o u j t h e board of review 
hear ings on local property tax 
assessments should have listed 
the hearing schedule as follows: 
March 11, 9 a .m.- l p .m. on a 
f i r s t come-f i rs t se rved bas i s ; 

March 13, 1-5 p.m. by appoint-
ment only: a n d March 14. 9 

a m.-noon and 1 p.m.-5 p.m. by 
a p p o i n t m e n t only . The te le-
phone number for the assessor's 
office is (734) 397-6830. 

Township board meets Tuesdays 
The Canton Township Board 

of Trustees meets on the second 
and f o u r t h T u e s d a y of each 
m o n t h a t t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
building, 1150 S. Canton Center 
Road. 

Meetings begin at 7 p.m. and 
are open to the public. 

An agenda is available by call-
ing the township clerk's office, 
(734) 397-5367 t h e day of the 
meeting. 

SAT. MARCH 18 CANTON 
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B o r e d w i t h y o u r l o o k ? 

D*nteH t 
-joins the Salon International Team, 

specializing in 
Design. Shape and Movement in Hair. 

Allow Danielle to create 
an individual style for you. 

W lor limited time, we're oitrring 
»(! on .ill unites on vow fir-.l v*it to our 

696 N. Mill Street 
Old Village • Plymouth 
(734) 451-0855 

IS YOUR CHILD 
HAVING TROUBLE 

MAKING THE GRADE? 
Club Z! offers affordable one-on-one 
tutoring in the comfort of your home! 

Kindergar ten •. 
12 th . G r a d e 

• Qualified Teachers • AJI Subjects 
• Remedial and Enrichment Programs 

• Complimentary Evaluation 
Call For More Information 

734-844-0078 
www.club/tutoring com 

Car guys 
Area residents show off their life's passion at Autorama 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 

got to see it when I was over-

T e r r y Sachse ' s love a f f a i r 
with cars began in the 1960s as 
a high school student. 

A s t i n t in t h e m i l i t a r y , a 
career and family put tha t love 
on t h e b a c k b u r n e r - u n t i l 
recently. Now;the retired Can-
ton man is spending lots of time 
and money restoring a classic 
automobile. 

"I'm going through t h e 
middle-aged crazies," said 
S a c h s e , 55, who. haB 
worked on a 1966 F o r d 
Fa i r l ane for the pas t six 
months. "I've gone through 
numerous junkyards look-
ing for p a r t s . I 've s p e n t 
t h o u s a n d s of do l l a r s on 
phone calls and hours on 
t h e I n t e r n e t looking for 
parts. 

"My wife has been very 
understanding through the 
whole thing* 

Sachse's Fairlane is one 
of dozens of v intage cars 
d i sp l ayed at D e t r o i t ' s 
Au to rama th i s weekend . 
T h e 48 th a n n u a l show 
r u n s t h r o u g h t o d a y a t 
Cobo Center. 

Like Sachse, P lymouth 
resident Frank Pavla is an 
old car buff. His 1968 Ply-
m o u t h Road R u n n e r , 
which f e a t u r e s a r a r e 
"Hemi" engine , made i ts 
Autorama debut this weekend 
aB well. 

"For five years I was looking 
for t h i s car , " sa id P a v l a . "I 
always said someday Til have a 
yellow Hemi car." 

Sachse grew up in Wayne. He 
Said he often flew out of school 
to go drag racing on a deserted 
road. 

That stopped when he joined 
the military. Sachse's passion 
for cars, "muscle" cars in partic-
ular, never waned, however. 

He f i r s t s p o t t e d t h e Ford 
Fairlane as a soldier. 

"They only made the car for 
two years, 1966-67, when I was 
in the service," Sachse said. "I 

"It'« the car I've always want-
ed." 

The r e t i r e d F o r d w o r k e r 
found it about a year ago on the 
I n t e r n e t . Or ig ina l ly bu i l t in 
Kansas City, the vehicle was in 
t h e posses s ion of a S e a t t l e 
junkyard. Sachse finally had it 
shipped to him. 

Since then, his aim has been 

Hot rod: Frank Pavla poses with 
his 1968 Road Runner. 

to restore the 375-horsepower 
Fairlane. 

Transmission and electrical 
work has been done. That 's not 
even to mention t h e par t s for 
which Sachse has had to search 
high and low. 

"It's about 90 percent done," 
he commented. "It's all original 
down to the plate." 

Despite all the hours, Sachse 
has found restor ing the Fair-
lane a joy . He d o e s n ' t even 
mind the $20,000 he has invest-
ed in the car. 

"It has been a blast," he said. 
"I think I'd like to do it again. 
I've enjoyed the whole project." 

As for Pavla, he didn't intend 

to fully res tore his Plymouth 
Road Runner at first . But one 
thing led to another. 

"When I started," said the 34-
year-old, "I just wanted to clean 
it up and get it nice. It became 
a mission. Now every nut and 
bolt has been replaced. 

"But it ha s been a labor of 
love." 

The car was in decent shape 
for its age when he bought it. 

Pavla said, 
"Bu t i t n e e d e d to be 

r e s t o r e d , " he added . "I t 
wasn't driveable." 

The Canton High teach-
er d e s c r i b e d h imse l f a s 
b e i n g m e c h a n i c a l l y 
i n c l i n e d . P a v l a said he 
found the restoration work 
challenging. 

"I don't do it as a job," he 
said. "It's strictly a hobby." 

P u r c h a s i n g t h e Road 
Runner was a bit of self-
indulgence, Pavla admits. 

"I t 's a toy," he said. "I 
would never drive it every 
day. I t ' s a secondary car 
for fun." 

P a v l a is a l so a self-
described gearhead. 

"I 've a lways been into 
c a r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
C h r y s l e r s , " he sa id . "I 
grew up at the wrong time 
because I missed the mus-
cle-car era." 

Pavla's '68 Road Runner 
has literally been rebuilt 

from the ground up. He spent 
more than 18 months fine-tun-
ing every detail. 

"The car, I felt, was worth it." 
sa id P a v l a . "It was a decent 
enough piece to res tore" 

J u s t 46 Road Runners with 
Hemi engines, automatic trans-
missions and yellow paint jobs 
were made, he added. 

P a v l a d i d n ' t m i n d t a k i n g 
trips to California, Florida and 
Illinois to find j u s t the r ight 
p a r t s . S t i l l , t h e r e s t o r a t i o n 
work was somet imes a roller 
coaster ride. 

"At times I would get discour-
aged." said Pavla. "But 1 kept 
on going towards my goal." 

Man charged after chase 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 

STAFF WRITER - ^ 
s d a n i e l @ o t . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

A 40-year-old Warren man is 
facing three felony charges after 
leading Canton and other police 
d e p a r t m e n t s on a wild c h a s e 
early Tuesday. 

Randy Jackson Phi l l ips was 
arraigned Wednesday for fleeing 
a police o f f i ce r , m a l i c i o u s 
destruction of property and as a 
habi tua l offender at 35th Dis-
trict Court in Plymouth. 

If convic ted , Ph i l l i p s could 
spend up to 14 years in jail on 
the charges. He's being held on a 
$100 ,000 bond at t h e W a y n e 
County jail. 

He is being charged as a habit-
ual offender because "he has a 
long criminal case history," said 
Township Officer Leonard Sche-
manske. "Basically, he has been 
in trouble his whole life.™ 

Canton police became involved 
at 2:03 a.m. A patrol officer spot-
ted a 1984 Chevy Blazer with a 
dang l i ng l icense p la t e , Sche-

manske said. The officer ran a 
_check of the car and discovered 
that it had been reported stolen 
out of Hazel Park. 

The Blazer belonged to a man 
who had stopped to help Phillips 
on the side t>f t h e road , Sche-
manske said. The two men even-
tua l ly drove to a H a z e l Pa rk 
drug store and walked in. 

Phillips ran out of t h e store 
and took the car, according to 
police reports. The Blazer was 
then repor ted s tolen to Hazel 
Park police. 

C a n t o n Police s p o t t e d t h e 
Btezer, driven by Phillips, head-
ing west on Ford near Lilley. 

After finding out the car had 
been stolen, the township officer 
attempted to stop Phillips. 

Phillips ducked into the Meyer 
gas station at the corner of Can-
ton Center and Ford, did a U-
tura and began driving east on 
Ford, reports said. 

Phillips then ran several red 
lights and drove to 1-275. He lost 
cont ro l of t h e B l a z e r and 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Jail time 

It's time to get out of jail, but definitely not for 
free. . . 

Summitx>n the Park will host Cantons third 
annual Muscular Dystrophy "Lock-up event 10 
a m.-4 p.m. Wednesday, March 1. Canton busi-
nesses, schools, churches and community leaders 
are asked to give an hour of their time for a good 
cause, 

-Jailbirds" will be "arrested" at their place of 
business and transported (via limousine) to the 
Summit, where they can call friends and associ-
ates to bail them out with pledges to MDA _ 

Proceeds from the event will go to local patient 
programs and worldwide research efforts aimed 
at providing treatments and cures for muscle dis-

Nighthawk Limousine and Airtouch I ellular 
are helping out with Wednesday's event. 

If you would like to participate or have a sug 
gestion on where the MDA can find a "felon* in 
your company or o rgan iza t ion , call the MDA 
Canton office 1734) 416- 7076 

New hire 
Canton Township haw hired Nicole Thomas as 

its new Geographic Information Systems Map-
ping Specialist. 

Thomas' responsibilities include creating and 
maintaining electronic maps linked to township 
property and entering data for wetlands, wood 
lands, utilities and planning features 

Thomas was previously CIS project manager a 
Orchard, Hiltz and McCliment 

Chosen Junior Miss 
Lisa Cooley of Canton has been awarded the 

title of Mis* .Junior Canton 
Cooley, 18, was scheduled to compete this 

weekend in the Miss Junior Michigan Pageant 
She a t t ends Schoolcraft College and is the 

daughter of Mr, and Mrs David Cooley of < an 
ton. 

On t h e job 
Chiropractor Darren L Schmidt has joint the 

offices of Canton Chiropractic Center 
Schmidt holds a BS Degrees in Human Biology 

and received h i t chi ropract ic t ra in ing at the 
National College of Chiropractic located in Lorn 
bard, 111. 

•Mvr Photo* i t t u x I 

Behind the wheel: Canton resident Terry Sachse sits in the driver's seat of his 
1966 Ford Fairlane (pictured below), which is on display this weekend at Autora-
ma at Cobo Center in downtown Detroit. 

c r a s h e d i n to a g u a r d ra i l , 
reports said. 

Officers sur rounded the car, 
but Phillips banged his way out 
and headed south on the north-
bound lanes of 1-275. He eventu-
ally crossed the median onto the 
southbound lanes as Canton offi-
cers pursued, Schemanske said 

Phil l ips then picked up 1-94 
and headed west, reports said. 
Canton officers stopped pursu 
ing him at Belleville Road. 

M i n u t e s l a t e r , W a s h t e n a w 
County Sher i f f and Michigan 
Sta te Police officers picked up 
the chase . It f ina l ly ended in 
Jackson County where Phillips 
crashed at 1-94 and Mt Hope 
Road, reports said. 

"He wasn't hurt a t all." Sche-
m a n s k e sa id "The guy was 
lucky-

No injuries were reported from 
the incident. One Canton Police 
car was damaged 

"There wasn ' t much damage 
done to ou r p a t r o l car ." said 
Schemanske. 

You're 6o seconds from a home equity 

loan approval. Wh ich means you're 
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Hero from page A1 

encea was catching a guy trying 
to take a bottle of wine. She said 
she sized up t h e cus tomer the 
first time she saw him. 

"I knew (the wine) was wha t 
he was coming in for," Fissuk 
said, because he was wearing a 
long coat in t h e s u m m e r . "He 
stuck it right in his sleeve and 
you could see it." 

She confronted t h e customer 

and he handed over the goods, 
she added. 

The b igges t change she saw 
d u r i n g h e r c a r e e r was an 
increased amount of ready-to-eat 
foods, a t r e n d s temming f rom 
busier lifestyleB. 

"A lot of (customers) don't like 
to cook anymore," she said. 

F i s s u k is a m e m b e r of t h e 
U n i t e d Food and Commerc ia l 

Workers union, which represents 
1.4 mi l l ion r e t a i l food, m e a t 
packing, poultry and food pro-
c e s s i n g e m p l o y e e s in N o r t h 
America. The union incentives 
were the reason she stayed with 
the company so long, she said. 

"I built up some seniority," she 
said, adding that she will receive 
a pension. 

Longtime co-worker Jim Lau-

r a i n , who works in t h e m e a t 
depar tment , will himself re t i re 
in April after 40 years of service. 
He said he wanted to keep hig 
comments brief. 

"I'm going to miss her;*~Lau-
rain said. 

Co-worker Debbie Knipp, who 
works in the deli d e p a r t m e n t , 
a g r e e d t h a t F i s s u k would be 
missed. 

"People like Dolores have kept 
things running smoothly," Knipp 
said, add ing t h a t some of the 
newer employees don't have the 
same dedication to the job, most-
ly because of changes in newer 
employees' contracts. 

"(It used to be) you came to 
work because you didn't want to 
let anybody down," Knipp said. 
"It's not like that anymore." 

Store manager Pat Crowe said, 
"She's been an excellent employ-
ee. She ' s very o b s e r v a n t and 
very loyal. 1 can ' t s a y enough 
good things about her." 

Upon being asked w h a t she 
would miss most about her job, 
Fissuk kept her answer simple. 

"The people," she said. "That's 
it - not the work." 

"Is It Time To Have a Baby?" 
Planning to start a family 

or just found out you're 

pregnant? Join us for this fun 

and informative pregnancy 

planning seminar in Ann Arbor. 

You'll get lots of practical 

information on the physical, 

. emotional and financial 

aspects of having children. 

Saturday. March 18 

9 a.n. to 12:30 p.n.* 

St Joseph Mercy Hospital 

Ann Arbor 

SAINT ' ^ 

JOSEPH w 
MERCY 

HEALTH SYSTEM 
A Member of Mercy Heafth S«vices 

Presentations on: 

• Physical aspects of 
pregnancy, from 
preconception to labor 
and delivery 

• Pregnancy after 35. 
medical concerns 

• Childbirth education and 
birthing options/trends 

• Professionals Q&A panel, 
(including obstetricians, a 
certified nurse rwMe 
and obstetrics nurses) 

Phis: 
A resource manual covenng 

the above topics and more 
•Optional tours of the Family 

Birth Center before and after 
the program 

Light snacks and beverages 

- Registration: 

Fee is $ / 0 per person or J / 5 
per couple (lunch available for 
purchase). Credit cards occepted 
To register or for more information, 
please call (734) 7/2-5400 
or(»00) 231-2211 

Artists 
school officials and local a r t s 
enthusiasts. 

Kid Purple, the theater's out-
reach workshop, is scheduling 
two half-day workshops at each 
e l e m e n t a r y school. The first 
session is designed to teach; the 
second, to put what the kids are 
learning into action. 

"We w a n t to p u t ( a r t s ) a t 
every grade level," said J a n e 
VanSteenis , principal a t Bird 
Elementary, which was one of 
the model schools l as t yea r . 
"The idea is to have the kids 
get direct experience." 

The idea is that offering stu-
dents and teachers a chance to 
participate with regional art ists 
in varied experiences results in 
exposure to information tha t , 
when combined with other cur-

from page A1 

r iculum s t ra teg ies , ge t s k ids 
thinking differently. Teachers 
are asked to connect the ar ts to 
other content areas. 

Other programs being consid-
ered include dance for four th 
g r a d e r s and m u s i c a l 
theater/vocals for first graders. 

"Our idea is for them not to 
j u s t see ( a r t s ) , " V a n S t e e n i s 
said, "but to be it." 

The program's objectives are 
clear: to get s tudents involved 
in ar ts at an early age, and to 
p romote f u t u r e i n v o l v e m e n t 
with the arts a f te r their early 
exposure to the arts. 

A f t e r mode l ing a t B i r d , 
Hoben, Smith and Tonda, the 
artist-in-residence program is 
being expanded this year to all 
14 e l e m e n t a r i e s , r e a c h i n g 

approximate ly 1,200 second-
grade students. 

"We had to p rove th i s was 
w o r t h w h i l e , a n d I c e r t a i n l y 
think we've proven that ," said 
Jennifer Tobin, executive direc-
tor of the Plymouth Arta Coun-
cil and a member of the com-
mit tee . "I t 's s t i l a wonder fu l 
opportunity." 

The p rob lem; fund ing . The 
Artist-in-Residence committee 
is look ing to s u b s i d i z e t h e 
a p p r o x i m a t e $18 ,000 cost 
t h rough g r a n t s and p a r t n e r -
sh ips wi th local b u s i n e s s e s . 
Long- t ime a r t s s u p p o r t e r s 
George and Mary Smith have 
approved a $3,000 grant. Addi-
tional grants have been sought 
from both the Plymouth Rotary 
F o u n d a t i o n a n d t h e C a n t o n 

Rotary. 
Add i t i ona l ly , t h e C a n t o n 

C o m m u n i t y F o u n d a t i o n and 
the Education Excellence Foun-
d a t i o n h a v e been a s k e d for 
$2,500 grants . The committee 
and the Purple Rose Thea te r 
combined to seek a grant from 
Blue Cross-Blue Shield, but it 
was denied. 

"We're looking for sustained 
financial support," VanSteenis 
said. "This is a worthwhile edu-
cational experience in support 
of the curriculum for our kids." 

Businesses who would like to 
get involved in the program can 
con tac t Pa t V a n D u s e n , Ply-
mouth-Canton Schools Commu-
ni ty Educa t ion D e p a r t m e n t . 
550 N. Holbrook. V a n D u s e n 
can be reached at 416-4927. 

Shooting spree from page A1 

"We t h i n k t h e y ' r e r e l a t ed , " 
Plymouth Township Police Com-
munity Resource Officer Jamie 
S e n k b e i l sa id . "Most of t h e m 
occurred on the same date." 

A major i ty of the shoot ings . 
30, occurred in Canton between 
Feb. 18 and 23, CantonTown-
ship Police Officer Leonard Sche-
manske said. Incidents were con-
centrated in the Sunflower sub-
division, which is located north 
of W a r r e n Road and sou th of 
Joy. 

"The average damage to each 
car was $250," Schemanske said. 

The incidents have taken place 
d u r i n g l a t e n i g h t , a n d e a r l y 

• 'It seems like we get a rash of these and then 
It will stop for six months.' 

-Officer Leonard Schemanske, 
Canton Police 

morning hours, he added. 
"It seems like we get a rash of 

these and then it will stop for six 
months," said Schemanske. 

The same pattern emerged in 
P l y m o u t h T o w n s h i p , s a i d 
Senkbeil. A total of 18 vehicles 
w e r e d a m a g e d b e t w e e n l a t e 
Tuesday and early Wednesday. 

"They were all s p o r a d i c 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e t o w n s h i p , " 

.i* 

Senkbeil explained. "It wasn ' t 
concentrated in any one area It 
shows us t h a t t he re ' s a grea t 
possibility the suspects were in a 
vehicle, not on foot." 

Door windows as well as front 
and rear windshields were shot 
out, she added. 

"There was $6,200 in damages 
total," Senkbeil said. "This isn't 
j u s t a p r a n k . T h i s is $ 6 , 2 0 $ 

wor th of d a m a g e be ing done 
We're going to concen t ra te on 
this and try to solve it." 

BB-gun pellets were recovered 
as was a ball-bearing. Senkbeil 
said the la ter was likely fired 
from a sling shot. 

"We don't have any leads at 
this time," she added. 

The department did compile a 
profile, however. Reports said the 

»suspects are likely high school 
boys with access to a vehicle. 

Anyone wi th i n f o r m a t i o n 
about any of the incidents should 
c o n t a c t P l y m o u t h T o w n s h i p 
police at (734) 354-3243 or Can 
ton Police at (734) 397-5344. 
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S'craft gets 
30% more 
grant money 
BY RICHARD PEARL 

STAFF WRITER 

rpearl®oe.homecon>n». ,net 

Two grants totaling $31,000 -
one for a faculty research/com-
puter test-lab area and the other 
for three emergency-care simula-
tion stations for nurses' training 
— were announced this week by 
Schoolcraft College. 

T h e g r a n t s for 1999-2000 , 
awarded by a committee repre-
sent ing the Schoolcraft College 
Foundation Board of Governors 
and school administrators, were 
a m o n g more t h a n $52 ,100 in 
g r a n t s a n n o u n c e d d u r i n g 
Wednesday night's college board 
of t rustees meeting. 

The 10 grants were made pos-
sible by the more than $200,000 
raised last year through the col-
lege's annual golf outing and its 
Culinary Extravaganza. 

The bulk of the funds raised 
goes for s tuden t scholarships , 
sa id Noreen Thomas , t h e col-
lege's marke t ing and develop-
ment director. 

But the $52,000 awarded for 
the grants was 30 percent more 
than was awarded for 1998-99, 
Thomas said. 

"I t was one of t h e mos t 
rewarding projects I've worked 
on since I've been here because I 
received so m a n y t h a n k - y o u s 
from faculty." she noted. 

Some $20,000 was awarded 
under computer information sys-
tems for the lab project that will 
enable faculty members to evalu-
a t e s o f t w a r e and h a r d w a r e 
before integrating them into the 
system. 

The college will make up the 
balance of the $37,000 needed to 
fund the project, Thomas said. 

The $11,000 awarded the col-
lege's nursing program will cre-
a te three completely equipped, 
s imula ted emergency-care sta-
tions in the nursing skills labo-
ratory. 

The critical-care stations will 
p e r m i t n u r s i n g s t u d e n t s to 
"make judgments in a hospital 
setting" while using state-of-the-
art technology, Thomas said. 

The total amount awarded cov-
ered 75 percent of t h e g r a n t s 
sough t , she said The ba lance 
w e r e funded t h r o u g h o t h e r 
avenues. 

Other areas of s tudy earning 
grants were in business market-
ing. continuing education/physi-
cal fitness, culinary arts, mathe-
matics, music, community choir, 
physics and human resources. 

Engler rejects 
federal tax on 
e-commerce 

While Congress should not tax 
the Internet, it also should not 
interfere with the ability of s tate 
g o v e r n m e n t s to collect s a l e s 
taxes on the Internet, even when 
such purchases are made across 
s t a t e l ines , s a y s Gov. J o h n 
Engler. 

Engler is opposing federal leg-
i s la t ion to p reempt s t a t e a n d 
local sales taxes, proposed by U. 
S. Sen John McCain and Rep. 
John Kasich. R-Ohio. 

T h e central issue between the 
s ta tes and federal governments 
as it relates to e-commerce is not 
about taxing the Internet. I am 
opposed to taxing the Internet 
Rather the question is how. in 
t h e f u t u r e , will s t a t e s collect 
taxes already on the hooks, and 
even more f u n d a m e n t a l l y , 
w h e t h e r s t a t e s will r e m a i n 
sovereign in their right to collect 
those taxps This legislation is 
an unprecedented intrusion into 
the rights of s tates to set their 
own tax policy and collect taxes 
already on the books 

Engler said the proposal would 
hurt small businesses and Main 
Street retailers by giving a com-
pet i t ive advantage to Internet 
competitors in other states 

"It is. in e s s e n c e , a d o u b l e 
standard good for clicks, bad for 
bricks." Engler *a>d 

Engler carried his position to 
Washington this month testify 
ing on hehalf of the Na t iona l 
Governors Association before the 
U.S. Senate Budget Committee, 

Congress is in the midst of a 
th ree year moratorium against 
taxes on the Internet. 

Michigan, on the other hand, 
t h i s year has added a l ine to 
a t a t e income tax forms, asking 
rea iden t s to voluntar i ly claim 
and pay sales taxem on i t ems 
bought on the Internet. 

Gates grant buys computers for county library 
BY RICHARD PEARL 
8TAFF WRITER 
rpea r l 'Ooe .bomecomm.ne t 

Thanks to a grant f rom the 
wor ld ' s w e a l t h i e s t c o m p u t e r 
software manufacturer and his 
wife, Wayne County's L ibrary 
for t h e Blind and Phys i ca l l y 
Handicapped in Westland will 
have new computers, sof tware 
and a p r i n t e r in p l ace for 
patrons by June 1 at the latest. 

Four high-powered Pen t ium 
III c o m p u t e r s , s p e c i a l l y 
equ ipped wi th l a r g e - s c r e e n 
monitors and fea tur ing large-

print , touch-screen and voice-
recognition software and a new 
printer, are being purchased for 
the facility with i ts sha re of a 
$73,850 grant from the Bill and 
Mel inda G a t e s F o u n d a t i o n 
Library Initiative, according to 
County Librarian Pat Klemans. 

The g ran t is e a r m a r k e d for 
expanding Internet services for 
patrons and is one of only two 
a w a r d e d in M i c h i g a n . The 
Detroit Public Library system 
got the other grant. 

Gates, chairman of Microsoft 
Inc. of Redmond, Wash., and his 

wife created the foundation to 
promote philanthropic work in 
global health and learning and 
to lessen the computer "digital 
divide." 

" T h e s e c o m p u t e r s will be 
installed in communities where 
the need is greatest," Klemans 
said. "I am delighted tha t the 
Gates Foundation has helped to 
satisfy this need." 

The Library for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped, which 
serves the entire county from its 
location on Michigan Avenue, 
joins the Inkster, Ecorse. Romu-
lus, Lincoln Park, Melvindale 

and River Rouge branches as 
g ran t recipients , according to 
Klemans. 

The computers will be for pub-
lic use only and all connections 
will be completed by June 1 - a 
condition of the grant, she said: 
"I see no reason why we can't 
have it implemented" by then. 

The designated libraries will 
offer Internet-access t raining, 
with class schedules posted once 
equipment is installed. 

Klemans said t h e blind and 
handicapped branch already has 
a Braille pr in ter and her staff 
hopes to link it to the new com-

puters, which will replace equip-
ment tha t she called "virtually 
obsolete." 

Fur thermore , "There are not 
enough computers in the other 
branches to meet demand:" Kle-
mans said. 

S h e added she hopes t h e r e 
will be funds left over to install 
t h e s p e c i a l s o f t w a r e for t h e 
b l i n d a n d phys i ca l ly h a n d i -
capped on at leant one terminal 
in each branch, thereby expand 
ing the special library's reach 

For i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e 
libraries, call Klemans at / 734J 
727-7300. 

ONE DAY SALE 
HELDOVER! 

GREAT SAVINGS ON NEW ARRIVALS! 

THE BEST NAMES AT THE BEST PRICES AND 
UNBEATABLE PARISIAN SERVICE! 

Save on great names like: 

Liz Claiborne accessories, 

Olga Vanity Fair, Enzo. 

Esprit shoes & handbags, 

Anne Klein jewelry, 

ladies • juniors Nine Wesl Nina Timbef1and shoes • accessorii 
l a u i c a JUI I IUIO Johnston & Murphy, Rockport. 

p e t i t e s * P a r i s i a n w o m a n Bostonian, Stride Rite, Napier, m e n u l l i C H B n 

i n t i m a t e a p p a r e l n** ***-
PK Clothing, Parisian Kids, 

Parisian Bebe, Richelieu, 

Hathaway, Woods & Gray, 

IZ0D. Perry Bis Portfolio. 

Savane, Ocean Pacific, 

Hydraulics, Preswick & Moore, 

Finity Naturals, Rnity Studio. 

August Slk Maggy London, 

Parisian Signature, Kasper, 

Jeanne Pierre and Joseph A 

shoes'accessories 
men • children 

ALL BRANDS NOT AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES. EXCLUDES LADIES" BEBE SHOES 

Sunday, 
February 27 ,2000 

159 
any single clearance 
item of your choice 
You must present this coupon at the register to receive your 
discount. Valid Sunday, February 27.2000. 
'10% off small electrics, cookware. fine jewelry and shoes. 
fxr.msfw *.vsak Mirxs v m r * H 1 H I C I 
q n w u w - A MV-/VAU, v K ' I I ' k ' I * V r 
WVWJST-'(W--«0 H*. I n l\ I J I 

Take an extra 50% off selected red-lined items 
already-reduced 25-50% for total savings of 70-80% 

15% oft your tirst oay s 
purchases when you open 

a Parisian credit card 

See an associate 
for details 

S o r r y «• cart T*k» pnc* to pra^oualy merchendto* 
CALL 1 -#00-414-41M TO 0*DS* HtcmtSS STC** I*** ^ar* P<aca oc*r Mon S* 104 

POft MFOmtATION cM 953 ?50G CHAMOC IT Pwwan OkM Cart t*a Arr*ncsan E*c*a«aft Cart o> Charow* 
LOCATTO AT UWINCL M M PUkCM «IIVOMU. ON T>« COMMtft Of MSW»U«OM »OAO 4*0 SiX ML* MOAD (TAKI T>® StX MLft ROAD SXTT Off WT1WUT1 279k 


