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suggestions for a new feature to
begin Thursday, March 2, called
Friday’s Child. L

The old verse “Friday’s child is

-loving and giving” is the basis for

an ongoing profile we plan to run
to recognize the contributions of
children who measure up to the’
childhood adage. :

If you khow of a student who
volunteers at a nursing home,
collects pennies for the Muscular

' Dystrophy Association, gives-toys
to a shelter or acts unselfishly in
some way for the benefit of others,
we want to hear about them.

The profiles will run on the first
Thursday of the month in the

- Community Life section. Please
share with us the ways in which
the nominee is “loving and giving”
either by calling, faxing or e-
mailing us the information.

Include the child’s name and
age; how you feel he or she lives
up to being a “Friday’s Child;” and
your phone number or e-mail
address where we can reach you

for information. One child will be
profiled each month from the pool
of nominees we receive. The child
must reside in Westland,
Plymouth, Plymouth Township, |
Canton, Redford, Livonia or
Garden City in order to be eligible
and should be 18 years old or
younger. .

Call Kimberly Mortson,
Community Life editor, (734) 953
2131; write Observer Newspapers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia, MI
48150; fax (734) 591-7279; e-mail
kmortson@oe homecomm.net

THE

WEEK

AHEAD

Charter school returns:
National Heritage
Academies takes a revised
plan for a Canton charter
“school to the township

- planning commission. The
7 p.m. meeting at the
administration building,
1150 8. Canton Center

" Road, is open to the public.
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Thir®ng about a new car
or a good second car?
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STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

One second is but a whisper of time.

For Michael and Jennifer Rose, how-
ever, one split second was enough to
change their lives — forever. On a clear
and mild mid-November night last
year, Michael Rose II, a bright, ener-
getic and happy 16-month-old, was
fatally injured in an automobile acci-
dent in Canton.

“We had all of his Christmas pre-
sents bought,” said his 22-year-old
mother, Jennifer. “But they were never
touched. For Christmas, the only thing
I could give Michael was a grave blan-

Haggerty Road last November, says the
' infant’s mother, Jennifer Rose.

ket and a wreath,”

The Ford Escort station wagon driv-
en by the toddler's grandmother, Vicky
Moss, was broadsided Nov. 18 at 9:40
p.m., township police reports said.

Heading south on Haggerty Road,
the Escort was passing through the
intersection of Michigan Avenue. Just
then, according to witness statements,
a 1999 GMC Safari driven by Carol Lee
Derrick sped through a red light head-
ing east and smashed into Moss, her
daughter De’Anne and little Michael.

Three days later, the Van:Buren
Township boy succumbed to massive
internal injuries.

“I feel like she stole him from us,”

Attempts to contact Derrick by the
Observer were unsuccessful Friday.

Sentencing Tuesday

The 65-year-old Livonia resident
faces sentencing on a charge of negli-
gent homicide Tuesday in Wayne
County Circuit Court. The offense, a
misdemeanor, is punishable by up to
two years in prison and/or a $2,000
fine.

It’s likely that Derrick, who pled no
contest to the charge and has no previ-
ous c¢riminal record, will receive only
probation, said Catherine O’Connell, a
Rose family attorney. ‘

“The only thing Mike and I have
asked for is 16 months in jail,” Jen-

" Please see TODDLER'S DEATH, A2
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during practice.

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net

en the Detroit Metro Skat-
ing Council hosts the 2000
’ Chevrolet Synchronized

Team Championships in Plymouth
Township this week, young Tricia
French doesn’t plan on letting any-
thing get in the way of her team's
success.

Not even a broken arm.

Tricia will be part of the three
teams the Plymouth Figure Skating
Club will put on the ice for the com-

Golng 'round in circles: The Plymouth Gems On Ice Novice team skates its precision routine IL
during a practice session Thursday at Compuware Arena, the site of this week’s national .,
tournament for precision skaters. Pictured below, Gems On Ice coach Carrie Brown gestures }

In synch
Three teams from local club |
compete for title at Compuware

petition, which runs March 1-4 at
Compuware Arena, the club’s home
ice. Three of Plymouth’s six teams

STAFF PROTOS 8Y PAUL HURSCHMANN

qualified for the competition by
medaling in sectional competition.,
While other clubs have several
teams competing, Plymouth is the
only club that had three teams actu-
ally earn their way into this week’s
fray. The other clubs were invitees. |
“At sectional competition, our |
teams placed really well, including |
beating teams.we hadn’t beaten
before,” Plymouth coach Carrier
Brown said. “It was really a very good |
experience for our club. For all of |
them to get a medal and improve on |

Please see SKATERS, A6
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Group

pushing
arts to
schools

B ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER &
bkadrich@oe. homecomm.net

A model program to bring arts into
the elementary schools worked so well,
organizers are trying to find partners
who can make it a permanent happen-
ing. ;

Artists-in-Residence, a program that
had second graders at four elementary
schools working directly with actors
from the Purple Rose Theater Compa-
ny, is being conducted in all 14 elémen-
tary schools in the Plymouth-Canton
district this year. It’s the creation, and
continuing effort, of a group including

Vehicles
damaged
in spree

STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

Windows in nearly 50 cars have been
shot out in Canten and Plymouth
townships since Feb, 18.

Al of the vehicles were parked either
along roadside curbs near hanies or in
driveways, according to police reports
Authorities believe a BB-gun and pos-
sibly a sling shot were used.

Please see SHOOTING SPREE, A4

Super marketer: Shoppers will miss Delores Fissuk

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@®oe.h

m.net

When Dolores Fissuk began working
as a cashier at Farmer Jack she was
22, all the prices had to be entered by
hand on pre-computer-age cash regis-
ters, Dwight D. Eisenhower was presi-
dent and she made $1.41 per hour.

That was in 1958, On Feb. 15, Fissuk
retired from the Farmer Jack store at
Morton Taylor and Joy in Canton after
41 years with the company. She began
her career at a Detroit Farmer Jack
and worked at the Canton store at
Morton Taylor and Joy since 1987. She
Jhas lived in Canton since 1985,

Fissuk was nominated as a Canton
Observer “Everyday Hero” by an
anonymous caller.

She plans to spend her retirement
years “just taking it easy” with activi
ties like ceramics and maybe some tugs
at “one-armed bandits” (slot machines)
at casinos.

“I can go out with the girls and have

Newsroom: 734-459-2700

lunch,” she added.

Working 41

f HEROES years at B cus-
| >\ tomer service job
i / requires a lion's
|+ {:‘ share of patience
e ) and a thick skin.

, —d Impatient cus-
L o | tomers waiting in

long lines, confu

sion over adver-
tised prices and conflicts over check
cashing policies are just a few of the
reasons customers and cashiers clash

“It's really hard,” Fissuk said. “You
just have to let things go - you just got
to kind of let (people) say what they
want to say.”

The worst kind of gustomer, Fissuk
said, is the one who “thinks they know
it all

“Sometimes it bothers you but you've
got to try to let it go,” she said

One of her most memorable experi-

Please see HEROD, Ad

STAFY PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANNY

Quitting time: Delores Fissuk celebrates with shoppers and co-
workers during her last day at the Farmer Jack supermarket on

Morton Taylor Road.

Home Delivery: 734-591-0500
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Toddler's death ........

ni‘ﬁel' Rose said, “because he was:

16-months-old. My son’s life is
worth more than probation.

fHe was like my best friend.
He was my little man.”

Witness statements laid blame

for the accident squarely on Der-
riek’s shoulders. !
* ¥ was driving eastbound on
Mijchigan Avenue at Haggerty
Rgad beside (Derrick),” Canton
resident Deborah Schuett, 29,
wroté in a -statement to police.
“The light for Haggerty was
tuining yellow. The van sped up
and Went through the red light
and . the Escort.”

She wrote that Derrick’s vehi-
cle was traveling between 50-55
milesper hour when it hit Moss’
Fard,

Five other witness statements

difn’é mention Derrick’s speed.
Bit dach stated that she ran the
red light. ‘

“It'was completely totaled,”
o ‘Vicky Moss said of
her Escort station wagon. “All of
the windows just shattered on
inpaigt. Glass flew in at us.”

Her car was hit so hard it
spunsaround and faced north on
Haggerty. Moss’ initial reaction
was to check on her daughter,
Dé¢’Anne, and Michael.

‘Ithought he was dead’

*When I looked in the back
seat,” she said, “his head was
d and his eyes were closed. [

't tell if he was breathing.
I t he was dead.” .

{mpact of the collision knocked
a pacifier from the 16-month-
old’s mouth and a winter cap
from his head.

Moss struggled to push her
door open and tried to get out of
the Escort, but couldn’t.

“I screamed for help,” said
Mosgs. “I just kept screaming I
had a baby in my car.”

Crash aftermath: The impact spun the Escort, driven by Vicky VM'oss, completely

around. :

Canton paramedics arrived

within minutes, she said. It took .

some time to get Michael and
De’Anne out of the car. Workers
finally got the driver’s side rear
passenger door off and pulled
Michael from the station wagon.

“] was calling His name trying
to get a response,” said Moss.
“The paramedics felt his neck
and said there was a pulse but
he wasn't responsive.”

Michael was rushed to
Annapolis Hospital. After being
stabilized, he was airlifted to the
University of Michigan’s chil-
dren’s hospital. The injuries
Moss and De’Anne incurred were
not life threatening.
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“] wanted to go with. my baby
but I wasn’t able to,” said Jen-
nifer Rose, who did see -her son
before he left Annapolis. “I got to
talk to him. His little eyes were
open. There were tubes every-
where. But he did look at me. He
had a tear run down his face.”

After arriving at U-M, doctors
restabilized the child. They soon
began giving him medication to
reduce brain swelling. A shunt
was also added to relieve pres-
sure, )

Remained at his side

Jennifer and Michael Rose
didn’t see their boy for five hours
after he arrived at U-M on Nov.
18. He was in a coma and on life
support when they finally did.

Except for a few brief trips
home, the couple stayed with
him every minute. By Nov. 20,
the boy’s condition was worsen-
ing.

The medication helping reduce
brain swelling began causing
severe blood pressure problems.
‘Doctors were forced to stop giv-
ing him the drug.

Subsequently, the 16-month-
old’s brain swelled. The pres-

sure, Jennifer said, killed his -

brain stem. Other problems,

such as thickening of the blood,
arose as well,

In the early morning hours of
Nov. 21, 1999, the couple made
the hardest decision they'll ever
have to make by taking their son
off life support.

“I put my hand on his chest,”
said Jennifer. “I felt his heart
beat, but he didn't breathe. His
heart stopped and the doctors
promounced him dead.”

The mother held her son after
he passed.

“Even holding him,” she said,
“I thought he'd wake up, that he
wasn't dead.”

As one might expect, life has-
n’t returned to normal for the
couple. ' ;

Jennifer, who loved to coo
and take care of her family, has-
n’t touched a pot or pan since. A
home that was once brimming
with life and dreams of days-to
come now often sits empty.

And Jennifer Rose blames her

. herself.

“Our house was childproof,”
she said. “We tried to do every-
thing right. I never let anyone
baby-sit for him except my mom,
De’Anne or Mike's family.

“I feel like I let my guard down
for one night and he died.”

Driver hits deer

A Canton Police officer was

forced to shoot a deer near the’

intersection of Ridge and Cherry
Hill roads late Thursday, accord-
ing to township police reports.

A 46-year-old Westland man
told police that he hit the deer
while driving along Cherry Hill
at about 10 p.m. Reports said

- the deer ran out in front of the

man’s 1983 Mercury Marquee.

After arriving on the scene,
the officer noted that the deer
had broken legs and hips and
was bleeding, reports said. The
officer destroyed the animal
with a single shot to the head.

No damage was reported to
the Westland man's vehicle.

Warrant arrest

A 45-year-old Monroe man
was arrested by Canton Police

. Thursday on an outstanding

warrant.

Reports said the man and his
wife were sitting in their 1988
Ford Thunderbird in the parking
lot of a Michigan Avenue bar in
Canton at about 9 p.m. After
observing the vehicle for a short
time, a township officer
approached the couple and
asked for identification,

A background check of the
man revealed the warrant,
which had been issued on a pro-
bation violation in Dearborn,
reports said. The man was then
taken into castody by Canton
Police,

DWLS

A 19.year-old Canton woman
was arrested for driving on a
suspended license Thursday.

Reports said the woman, who
was driving a 2000 Ford pickup,

g

on Cherry Hill

”‘
B COP CALLS

was stopped by police for speed-
ing at the intersection of Joy
Road and Greenlawn at 10:15
p.m. She was traveling at 40
miles per hour in a 256 mph zone,
reports said. :

A subsequent background
check revealed ‘that her license
had been suspended since
November of 1998. Reports said
the Canton woman was then
taken into custody and eventual-
1y released after posting a $300
bond.

The 19-year-old will face a
driving while license suspended
¢harge at 35th District Court in
Plymouth on March 23.

Marijuana possession

An 18-year-old Plymouth man
was arrested for possession of
marijuana Friday in Canton.

Reports said a township officer
spotted the man, who was driv-
ing a 1995 Ford F-150 pickup,
avoiding a traffic signal at the
intersection of Ford and Lilley
roads at about 1 a.m. Reports
said the man cut through the
parking lot of a party store to
avoid the light.

The officer then made a traffic
stop and subsequently searched
the vehicle. Reports said a pipe
with “marijuana residue” was
discovered. A bag with 15 grams
of marijuana was also recovered
from the truck, reports said.

The Plymouth man was then
arrested for marijuana posses-
sion and avoiding a traffic sig-
nal, reports said.

CLARIFICATION

A story in Thursday's Observ-
er about the board of review
hearings on local property tax
assessments should have listed
the hearing schedule as follows:
March 11,9 a.m.-1 p.m. on a
first come-first served basis;

. Township board

The Canton Township Board
of Trustees meets on the second
and fourth Tuesday of each
month at the administration
building, 1150 S. Canton Center
Road.

' Tony & Maria's
\\HII“II:

SAT. MARCH 18

44>

March 13, 1-5 p.m. by appoint-
ment only; and March 14, 9
am.-noon and 1 p.m.-5 p.m. by
appointment only. The tele-
phone number for the agsessor’s
office is (734) 397-6830.

meets Tuesdays

Meetings begin at 7 p.m. and
are open to the public.

An agenda is available by call-
ing the township clerk’s office,
(734) 897-5367 the day of the
meeting.
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MAKING THE GRADE?

Club Z! offers affordable one-on-one
tutoring in the comfort of your home!

* Qualified Teachers « AJl Subjects
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BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
.met

Terry Sachse’s love affair
with cars began in the 1960s as
a high school student.

A stint in the military, a
career and family put that love
on the backburner — until
recently. Nowithe retired Can-
ton man is spending lots of time
and money restoring a classic
automobile,

“I'm going through the
middle-aged crazies,” said
Sachse, 55, who has
worked on a 1966 Ford
Fairlane for the past six
months. “T've gone through
numerous junkyards look-
ing for parts: I've spent
thousands of dollars on
phone calls and hours on
the Internet looking for

“My wife has been very
understanding through the
whole thing.”

Sachse’s Fairlane is one
of dozens of vintage cars
displayed at Detroit’s
Autorama this weekend.
The 48th annual show
runs through today at
Cobo Center.

Like Sachse, Plymouth
resident Frank Pavla is an
old car buff. His 1968 Ply-
mouth Road Runner,
which features a rare
“Hemi” engine, made its

Autorama debut this weekend .

as well.
“For five years I was looking
for this car,” said Pavla. “I
always said someday I'll have a
yellow Hemi car.”
Sachse grew up in Wayne. He
gaid he often flew out of school
. to go drag racing on a deserted
road. .
‘That stopped when he joined
the military. Sachse's passion
for cars, “muscle” cars in partic-
ular, never waned, however.
He first spotted the Ford
Fairlane as a soldier.
“They orly made the car for
two years, 1966-67, when I was
in the service,” Sachse said. “I

got to see it when I was over-
Beas.

“It’s the car I've always want-
ed.”

The retired Ford worker
found it about a year ago on the
Internet. Originally built in
Kansas City, the vehicle was in
the possession of a Seattle
junkyard. Sachse finally had it
shipped to him.

Since then, his aim has been

Hot rod: Frank Pavla poses with
his 1968 Road Runner.

to restore the 375-horsepower
Fairlane.

Transmission and electrical
work has been done. That's not
even to mention the parts for
which Sachse has had to search
high and low.

“It’s about 90 percent done,”
he commented. “It’s all original
down to the plate.”

Despite all the hours, Sachse
has found restoring the Fair-
lane a joy. He doesn’t even
mind the $20,000 he has invest-
ed in the car.,

“It has been a blast,” he said.
“I think I'd like to do it again.
I've enjoyed the wholé project.”

As for Pavla, he didn’t intend

Car guys

to fully restore his Plymouth
Road Runner at first. But one
thing led to another.

“When I started,” said the 34-
year-old, “I just wanted to clean
it up and get it nice. It became
a mission. Now every nut and
bolt has been replaced.

“But it has been a labor of
love.” '

The car was in decent shape
for its age when he bought it,
Pavla said.

“But it needed to be
restored,” he added. “It
wasn’t driveable.”,

The Canton High teach-
er described himself as
being mechanically
inclined. Pavla said he
found the restoration work
challenging.

“I don’t do it as a job,” he
said. “It’s strictly a hobby.”

Purchasing the Road
Runner was a bit of self-
indulgence, Pavla admits.

“It’s a toy,” he said. “I
would never drive it every
day. It’s a secondary car
for fun.”

Pavla is also a self-
described gearhead.

“I've always been into
cars, particularly
Chryslers,” he said. “I
grew up at the wrong time

cle-car era.”

Pavla’'s '68 Road Runner
has literally been rebuilt
from the ground up. He spent
more than 18 months fine-tun-
ing every detail.

“The car, I felt, was worth it,”
said Pavla. “It was a decent
enough piece to restore.”

Just 46 Road Runners with
Hemi engines, automatic trans-
missions and yellow paint jobs
were made, he added.

Pavla didn't mind taking
trips to California, Florida and
Iilinois to find just the right
parts. Still, the restoration
work was sometimes a roller
coaster ride.

“At times I would get discour-

aged,” said Pavla. “But I kept
on going towards my goal.”

Behind the wheel: Canton resident Terry Sachse sits'in the

1966 Ford Fairlane (pictured below), which is on display this weekend at Autora-
ma at Cobo Center in downtown Detroit. :

because I missed the mus- - &

Area residents show off their life’s passion at Autorama

STAFF PEOTOS BY PAUL HURSCEMANN.

driver’s seat of his

Man charged after chase

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER

manske said. The officer ran a
check of the car and discovered

odunie’@oe.homecomm.net

A 40-year-old Warren man is
facing three felony charges after
leading Canton and other police
departments on a wild chase
early Tuesday.

Randy Jackson Phillips was
arraigned Wednesday for fleeing
a police officer, malicious
destruction of property and as &
habitual offender at 85th Dis-
trict Court in Plymouth.

If convicted, Phillips could
spend up to 14 years in jail on
the charges. He’s being held on a
$100,000 bond at the Wayne
County jail.

He is being charged as a habit-
ual offender because “he has a
long criminal case history,” said
Township Officer Leonard Sche-
manske. “Basically, he has been
in trouble his whole life.”

Canton police became involved
at 2:03 a.m. A patrol officer spot-
ted a 1984 Chevy Blazer with a
dangling license plate, Sche-

that it had been reported stolen
out of Hazel Park.

The Blazer belonged to a man
who had stopped to help Phillips
on the side of the road, Sche-
manske said. The two men even-
tually drove to a Hazel Park
drug store and walked in.

Phillips ran out of the store
and took the car, according to
police reports. The Blazer was
then reported stolen to Hazel
Park police.

Canton Police spotted the
Blezer, driven by Phillips, head-
ing west on Ford near Lilley.

After finding out the car had
been stolen, the township officer
attempted to stop Phillips

Phillips ducked into the Meijer
gas station at the corner of Can-
ton Center and Ford, did a U-
turn and began driving east on
Ford, reports said.

Phillips then ran several red
lights and drove to I-275. He lost
control of the Blazer and

crashed into a guard rail,
reports said.

Officers surrounded the car,
but Phillips banged his way out
and headed south on the north-
bound lanes of 1-275. He eventu-
ally crossed the median onto the
southbound lanes as Canton offi-
cers pursued, Schemanske said.

Phillips then picked up 1-94
and headed west, reports said
Canton officers stopped pursu
ing him at Belleville Road.

Minutes later, Washtenaw
County Sheriff and Michigan
State Police officers picked up
the chase. It finally ended in
Jackson County where Phillips
crashed at 1-94 and Mt. Hope
Road, reports said.

“He wasn’t hurt at all,” Sche
manske said. “The guy was
Tucky.”

No injuries were reported from
the incident. One Canton Police
car was damaged

“There wasn't much damage
done to our patrol car,” said
Schemanske

Jall time

free.

cause

cases,

Canton office (784) 416-7076

It’s time to get out of jail, but definitely not for

Summit .on the Park will host Canton’s third
annual Muscular Dystrophy “Lock-up” event 10
a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday, March 1. Canton busi-
nesses, schools, churches and community leaders
are asked to give an hour of their time for a good

“Jailbirds® will be “arrested” at their place of
business and transported (via limousine) to the
| Summit, where they can call friends and associ
ates to bail them out with pledges to MDA

Proceeds from the event will go to local patient
programs and worldwide research efforts aimed
at providing treatments and cures for muscle dis-

Nighthawk Limousine and Airtouch Cellular
are helping out with Wednesday's event

if you would like to participate or have a sug
gestion on where the MDA can find a “felon™ in
your company or organization, call the MDA

ping Specialist

ton

On the job

Thomas’ responsibilities include
maintaining electronic maps linked to township
property and entering data for wetlands, wood
lands, utilities and planning features

Thomas was previously GIS project manager a
Orchard, Hiltz and McCliment

CANTON CONNECTION

its new Geographic Information Systems Map-

creating and

Chosen Junior Miss

Lisa Cooley of Canton has been
title of Miss Junior Canton

Cooley, 18, was schedubed to
weekend in the Miss Junior Michigan Pageant

She attends Schoolcraft College and 18 the
daughter of Mr, and Mrs. David Cooley of Can

ywarded the

compete this

Chirepractor Darren L. Schmidt has jeint the
offices of Canton Chirepractic Center |
Schmidt holds a BS Degrees in Human Biology |

and received his chiropractic training at the
New hire National College,of Chiropractic located 1n Lom
Canton Township has hired Nicole Thomas as | bard, 11l

-

You're 60 seconds from a home equity

loan approval, Which means you're

61 seconds from putting on a pair of

safety go

oG

~

E_’\g‘lt'\ Oh yeah!



http://www.observer-eccentnc.com
http://www.observer-eccentric.com
http://www.club/tutoring
mailto:sdaniel@ot.homecomm.net




