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Tell us what you think 
To Keep In touch with our readers, 

the Canton Observer is forming a 
citizen advisory panel. 

The panel will consist of eight-12 
residents and others from the Can- • 
ton community and will meet sever-
al times throughout the year with 
the editorial staff. Our meetings will 
focus on the content of the paper, 
what readers would like to see. 
what we're doing right and what 
we're doing wrong. 

What kind of panelists are we 
looking for? Anyone with an interest 
in what goes on in their community 
and how it's reported in the media. 

We hope to have the first meeting 
by the end of February and will meet 
quarterly after that. 

To volunt—r lor our panel: 

• Call Canton community editor 
Tedd Schneider. (734) 459-2700 

• Or e-mail him at: 
tschnetderGoe.homecomm.net 

T H E W E E K 

AHEAD 
Meetings: Canton's Board 
of Trustees and Planning 
Commission will not meet 
this week due to the state 
primary. Trustees will 
meet in a study session 
Feb. 29 and in regular 
session March 14. The 
planning commission will 
meet Monday, Feb. 28. 
Each of the meetings will 
be held at the township 
administration building; 
1150 S. Canton Center ' 
Road starting at 7 p.m. 

TUESDAY 
Primary: Tuesday marks 
this year's presidential 
primary in Michigan and 
Canton. Polls open at 7 
a.m. and close at 8p.m. 
John McCain, George W. 
Bush and Alan Keyes 
highlight choices among . 
Republicans. Democrats 
will hold their state cau-
cus on March 11. 
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Bush visit set for primary Tuesday 
Texas Gov. G e o r g e W. Bush will s t o p i n Can-
ton T u e s d a y to m e e t w i t h t o w n s h i p o f f i c i a l s 
a n d vo te r s . T h e e v e n t , s p o n s o r e d b y C a n t o n ' s 
C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e , will s t a r t a t n o o n a t 
S u m m i t on t h e P a r k . 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
Bdaniel@oe.homecomm.net 

A last-minute get-out-the-vote effort 
could boost the number of ballots cast 
in Tuesday's presidential primary. 

R e p u b l i c a n p a r t y of f ic ia l s h a v e 
waged a recent te lephone campaign 
desiffced to bring voters to the polls, 
Canton Clerk Terry Bennett said. But 
she still expects a turnout of less than 

15 percent of registered township vot-
ers. 

"There doesn't seem to be a lot of 
enthusiasm generated for the prima-
ry," said Bennett. 

Polls open at 7 a.m. and will close at 
8 p.m. It's an open primary, meaning 
anyone may vote for candidates from 
any party. 

Tuesday's ballot will include: 
• Republicans Gary Bauer , George 

W. Bush, Steve Forbes, Orrin Hatch, 
Alan Keyes and Jqhn McCain. 

• Democrat Lyndon H. LaRouche Jr. 
• R e f o r m c a n d i d a t e Donald J . 

Trump. 
D e s p i t e a p p e a r i n g on t h e bal lo t , 

B a u e r , F o r b e s , a n d H a t c h have 
dropped out of the race. T r u m p has 
also backed out. 

Voters will be able to cast an "uncom-
mitted" vote in each par ty if none of 
the candidates captures their fancy. 

As of press time Friday, no write-in 
candidates had filed paperwork with 
the s t a t e . Benne t t said an aff idavit 
must be filed in order for a write-in 
vote to count. 

Jus t 12. .percent of registered voters 

Future firefighters? 

8T tJt PHOTOS IT PMJL HlSSClOfAM 

Wow: Michael Farrere, 2, 
looks up in awe at one of the 
Canton fire engines during a 

tour of Fire Station One 
Thursday morning. Michael, 
his mom Emma (standing at 

right) and a group of other 
mothers and their preschool-

age children from the Canton 
Newcomers Club took part in 
a "Moms and Tots" outing to 
the station. Other interested 

groups included the "Book 
Club," Chick Flick Night," 

Couples Social" and "Wally• 
ball." Canton Newcomers is 

an organization for area 
women interested in partici-

pating in civic, social or char-
itable activities. For more 

information call (734) 451-
5426, or visit them on the 

Web at: http7/www.canton 
newcomers.com 

Out of the way: Ryan Toth, 18 months, gets a chance to sit in 
the drivers seat of one of the Canton Fire Department's 
engines during a tour of Fire Station One Thursday morn-
ing. Firefighter Chris Stoecklein, who led the tour, is at right. 

participated in the 1996 presidential 
p r imary . More than half came from 
absentee ballots. Bennett wouldn't be 
surprised if that happens again. 

"We mailed out 4,300 absentee bal-
lots," she added "We've received 3,100 
back so far." 

Older township r e s i d e n t s t e n d to 
vote absentee, Bennett said. 

"A lot of our voters who are over 60 
years of age choose to vote the absentee 
ballot option," she commented. 

Except in cases of emergency, absen-
tee ba l lo ts must be t u r n e d into t h e 
Canton clerk's office by 4 p.m. Monday. 
Others may be dropped off Tuesday. 

Please see PRIMARY, A2 

Bandit 
strikes 
Canton 
shop 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
sdan ieMtoe .h o m e c o m m . n 

A Sheldon Center Road business was 
the scene of a strong-armed robbery 
early Thursday morning. • • 

A suspect described as a white male, 
age 35 -40 , with a smal l bu i ld and 
glasses robbed Hyatt Cleaners shortly 
before • a .m. , according to C a n t o n 
Police. Less than $1,000 in cash was 
stolen. 

Police believe the robber was driving 
an o l d e r model J e e p C h e r o k e e . 
Employees of nearby' Calvary Baptist 
Church saw the man drive away in the 
vehicle southbound on Sheldon Road, 
reports said. 

Police used a K-9 track to confirm 
witnesses statements. 

"We followed his footprints from the 
cleaners to the church." Township Offi-
cer Leonard Schemans>ke added. "The 
dog followed t racks where ihe J eep 

Please see PANDIT, A3 

Michigan, 
1-275 grant 
sought 

BY KURT KUBAN 
STAFF WRITER 

Canton recently submit ted a g ran t 
applicat ion to the Michigan Depart-
ment of T ranspo r t a t i on (MDOT) to 
receive $300,000 in federal and s ta te 
funding to landscape and enhance the 
a r e a a r o u n d the I - 2 7 5 / M i c h i g a n 
Avenue interchange 

In 1997, the township received a sim-
ilar g ran t from the Michigan Trans-
portation Enhancement Fund, which it 
used to landscape the 1-275/Ford n t e r -

P l e a s e see GRANT: A3 

Abraham: Tax reform 
needed at federal level 
BY KURT KUBAN 
STAFF WRITER 

Welcomed to town by a winter storm, 
U.S. Sen. Spencer Abraham was the 
guest speaker at the Canton Chamber 
of Commerce*s monthly meeting held 
a t the Summit Friday. 

With the Senate on a winter recess, 
Abraham has returned home to Michi-
gan and is traveling across the state in 
an effort to stay in touch with his con-
stituency. 

"I t ry to get a round to our m a j o r 
c o m m u n i t i e s in t h e s t a t e t o g ive 
• u p d a t e s and r e p o r t s of w h a t .I 'm 
doing," Abraham said 

1 view visits like this as part of my 
job. I think it is the duty of a public 
servant to give a regular accounting of 

what is going on and get a sense from 
the group of what is important." 

Abraham, who is up for re-election in 
November, addressed a host of issues 
during his speech, including his con-
cerns about national security and the 
budget surplus. 

He also d i s cus s ed s e v e r a l of h is 
accomplishments since being elected in 
1994, such as his work on the Congres-
sional Accountabilityfl\ct. 

"1 think he addressed sorhe impor-
tant issues He is a very capable man, 
and I'm confident with him being our 
senator," said 35th District Judge John 
McDonald.-

Although many members were miss-

PT ease see A3 

To p lace a c lass i f i ed ad: 734-591-0900 Newsroom: 734-459-2700 

. s r « r Fm HI *» «*»«.> 
Breaking bread: United States Sen. Spence Abraham iR Michi-
gan, right) listens to Canton busmen* owner Mike Zeleji follow-
ing the Canton Chamber of Commerce luncheon at the Summit 
on the Park Friday afternoon. 
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Primary from page A1 

Bennett said. 
C a n t o n has four new 

precincts. Bennett said it's likely 
two more will be added after the 
2000 elections. 

New precincts include: 
• 27 - Bounded by Canton 

Center on the east, the township 
limit in the west, Cherry Hill on 
the nor th and the Plymouth-. 
Canton School District line in 
the south. Voters will cast bal-
lots a t Summit on the P a r k , 
46000 Summit Parkway. 

• 28 - Boundaries include 
Beck in the west. Canton Center 
on the east, the township limit 
on the south and, roughly, New-
ton Road in the north. Voters 
should report to Agape Christian 
Center, 45081 Geddes Road. 

• 29 - A small portion of the 

precinct is bordered by Lilley in 
the west while the majority is 
bordered by Haggerty, the town-
ship limit in the east, the Ply-
mouth-Canton School District 
line'in the south and Ford in the 
nor th . Votes will be cas t at 
Eriksson Elementary, 1275 N. 
Haggerty Road. 

• 30 - Borders include War-
ren Road in the north, Cherry 
Hill in the south, 1-275 on the 
west and the township limit in 
the east. Votes will be cast at 
Canton-Plymouth Mettetal Air-
port, 8550 N. Lilley Road. 

More than 120 election work-
ers will operate the township's 
30 precincts. Bennett said she 
has a solid staff 

"We're in better shape than we 
have been in years," she added. 

Here's s Hat of Canton Township', voting precincts tor Tuesday« 
wimary: 

Nol 1 A 28 - First Baptist Church. 44500 Cherry Hill Road 
No. 3 - Human Services Center, 44237 Michigan Ave. 
No. 8,10 A 21 - St. John Neumann Church, 44800 Warren Road 
No. 4 * 18 - Miller Elementary School. 43721 Hanford Road 
No. 8 Jk 18 - Field Elementary School, 1000 S. Haggerty Road. 
No. 8 - Royal Holiday clubhouse. 39500 Warren Road. . 
No. 7 - Plymouth Salem High School. 46181 Joy Road. 
No. 8 — Resurrection Catholic Church, 48755 Warren Road. • 
No. 8 A 29 - Eriksson Elementary School, 1275 N. Haggerty 

No. 11 A 1 9 - Tonda Elementary School, 46501 Warren Road. 
No. 12 it 14 - Hulsing Elementary School, 8055 Fleet Street. -
No. 15 - Walker Elementary School, 39932 Michigan Ave. 
No. 18 A 17 - Bentley Elementary School, 1100 S. Sheldon Roadl 
No. 20 St 28 - Township Administration Building, 1150 S. Canton 

Center Road. 
No. 82 - Hoben Elementary School, 44680 Saltz Road. 
No. 24 A 85 - Plymouth Canton High School, 8415 N. Canton 

Center Road. 
No. 27 - Summit on the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway. 
No. 28 - Agape Christian Center, 45081 Geddes Road. 
No. SO - Canton-Plymouth Mettetal Airport. 8550 Lilley Road. | 

Democrats to hold caucus in March 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
Bdanie l@oe.homecomm.net 

Tuesday's primary won't be voters' only 
chance to pick a candidate for president. 

Michigan's Democratic Party will hold its 
caucus March 11. Vice President A1 Gore 
and former U.S. Senator Bill Bradley will be 
on the ballot. 

"The whole process should take about two 
hours," MDP spokesman Dennis Denno said. 
"It depends on each site. There's a lot of local 
control." 

Canton residents wishing to participate 

must be at the caucus site by 11 a.m. 
Plymouth's Cultural Cpnter, 525 Farmer, 

will host the caucus locally. The facility is 
located just north of Main Street and west of 
Mill (Lilley Road). 

Voters must meet several criteria to take 
part in the caucus: 

• Each must be willing to sign a piece of 
paper declaring Democratic Party affiliation. 

• Canton residents must be registered to 
vote in the November general election. 

Casting a ballot in Tuesday's primary 
doesn't preclude voters from participating in 
the March 11 caucus. 

"We're discouraging Democrats from doing 
that," said Denno. "We only want them to 
take part in the caucus." 

Lyndon LaRouche will be on the primary 
ballot as a Democrat. He isn't recognized by 
the national or state Democratic parties, 
however. 

As for the caucus, it works a bit differently 
than the primary. 

Voters will first declare they are a Demo-
crat in writing. Each will then be divided up 
into Gore or Bradley "preference groups." 

Local Democrats will then speak to each 
group. Ballots will then be cast, said Denno. 

Housing grant helps those with disabilities 
People with disabilities will 

have housing oppor tun i t i e s 
avai lable , thanks to two new 
grants totaling up to $772,000 

awarded to Springhill Housing 
Corp., a local non-profit organi-
zation located in Birmingham. 

The first grant of $672,000 is 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CANTON 
NOTICE TO PUBLIC 

BOARD OF REVIEW APPOINTMENTS 
Notice is hereby given by the undersigned. Terry G. Bennet t , Clerk of t he 
Cha r t e r Township of Canton. County of Wayne, State of Michigan to all 
res idents of the Charter I W n s h i p of Canton: that all persons protesting 
the i r assessment must complete petitions prior to appearing before the 
Board. A personal appearance is not required. All petitions must b e received 
in the Assessor's office by March 15,2000. 

The Board , of Review will be held in Canton Township Hall in the lower 
level, a t 1150 S. Canton Center Road. Please come prepared, as an eight <8) 
m i n u t e t ime limit before the Board will be strictly adhered to. 
Saturday, March 11,2000 9:00 a .m. - !:00 p.m. fWalk-in Schedule) 
Monday. March 13, 2000 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Appointments Only) 
Tuesday. March 14. 200 9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. A 14)0 p.m. - 5:00 p m . 

(Appointments Only) 
For answers to questions, call Emily Pixzo, Secretary to the Board of Review 
(734)397-6831. 

TERRY G. BENNETT. Clerk 
Charter Township of Canton 

PUBLA»CF»»MN'A0.1«.27.1P00. ' • 

from the U.S. Depar tmen t of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to acquire and renovate 
two houses for people with dis-
abilities and provide rent subsi-
dies. . 

"Each home will provide long-
t e rm suppor ted hous ing for 
three people," said Marc Craig, 
Springhill executive director. 

The second grant is a "chal-
lenge grant." Donors Joseph and 
Bet ty Erwin of Milford have 
offered to match other donations 
to Springhill, dollar to dollar, up 
to a maximum of $100,000. 

"We are hoping that both peo-
ple and businesses will respond 
to the challenge grant ," Craig 
added. "Our goal, depending on 
the money coming in, is to pro-
vide eight houses a year for peo-
ple with disabilities for the next 
five years." 

Springhill was formed in 1990 
to create desirable housing for 
people with disabilities and to 
assure long-term availabil i ty 
and afTordability of homes. Cur-
rent ly , Spr inghi l l owns and 
manages 16 locations, providing 
homes to about 100 people. 
Springhill has no paid staff, and 
money raised goes directly into 
housing. 

Springhil l is con t inu ing to 
accept donations of cash, real 
estate, and vehicles to match the 
funds under the challenge grant 
For more in format ion "about 
Springhill or to help in raising 
funds for the challenge grant , 
call Marc Craig at (248) 276-
8011 or mail dona t ions to 
Springhill Housing Corp., P.O. 
Box 1661, B i rmingham, MI 
48009. All donations are tax-
exempt, as allowed bylaw. . 

Do you need 

Vision Coverage? 
Prescription Drug Coverage? 
If you are entitled to Medicare Part A and enrolled in Part B and 
live in Oakland, Macomb, Livingston, Genesee, Washtenaw or 
parts of Wayne county, then you owe it to yourself to find out 
more about Care Choices Senior and how we can take care of 
your healthcare needs with low or no out-of-pocket costs! 

Call Care Choices Senior today toll-free at 1 -888-333*3207 or 

the TDD line at 248-489-5033 

Care Choice^ 
S I N I O R 

^ Mercy Hedth Plant 
A Member of Mercy Heaitf> Service* 

Breaking down the barriers to f o o d health 

i HMO aa men i nam OB 
(HO* * oflw Car. 

IIVIM : art* 

In my family, learning is everything. 
BOOKS aon t fusi eniignten. 

They empower. Our children 
are growing up knowing this. 
A good education is one of the 
most important things we can 
give them. And we will, with 
the help of U.S. Savings Bonds. 

Through the Payroll Savings 
Plan, we put aside something 
with every payday. And little 
by little, it will add up to 
college for our children. 

BOOKS aon t fusi eniignten. 
They empower. Our children 
are growing up knowing this. 
A good education is one of the 
most important things we can 
give them. And we will, with 
the help of U.S. Savings Bonds. 

Through the Payroll Savings 
Plan, we put aside something 
with every payday. And little 
by little, it will add up to 
college for our children. 

Askyour employer or banker about ~ 

is VOIR CHILD 
HAVING TROUBLE 

MAKING THE GRADE? 
Club Z! offers affordable one-on-one 
tutoring in the comfort of your home! 

Kindergarten -
> 12th. Grade 

• Qualified Teachers • All Subjects 
• Remedial and Enrichment Programs 

• Complimentary Evaluation 
Call For More Information: 

734-844-0078 
www.club2tutoring.com 
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Abraham 
from page A1 

ing because of the weather con-
di t ions , the gather ing did 
include local and state politi-
c ians including Townahip 
Trustee Melissa McLaughlin, 
State Sen. Loren Bennett and 
State Rep. Bruce Patterson. 

"I was worried with the way 
the weather was that the sena-
tor wouldn't be able to make it," 
said Tom Gerou, a Canton resi- ' 
dent and chiropractor who is 
also on the chamber's board of 
directors. 

"I t hough t his speech was 
real ly good. I learned a few 
things today. It sounds like he is 
working hard for us in Washing-
ton 

After his speech and a short 
ques t ion and answer period, 
Abraham ventured back out into 
the snowstorm on his way to 
s imi la r stops in Detroit and 
Monroe. 

However, before leaving, he 
acknowledged the fact that his 
work as a public official is only 
an extension of the people who 
elected him. 

"Those of us in public office 
like to take the credit for some 
of the important accomplish-
ments." he told the gathering, 
"but at the end of the day, it is 
people like you in this room, and 
people like you around the state, 
that make it all work." , 

Community leader Hulsing 
leaves mark on P-C schools 

8TAJT PB0TO S* PATX HTTUTCHMANN 

Guest speaker: United States Senator Spence Abra-
ham (R-Michigan) addresses the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon at the Summit on the Park Friday 
afternoon. 

Bandit from page A1 

left" 
A 42-year-old female employee 

of Hyatt Cleaners wasn't hurt in 
the incident, reports said. She 
told police that the robber came 
into the shop alone at 8:48 a.m. 

The man. who she said was 
wearing a brown leather jacket, 
jeans, a cream colored scarf and 
a gray hooded swea t sh i r t , 
grabbed her by the arm and 
ordered her to open the cash reg-
ister. 

"He covered his face with the 
scarf and had a gray hood on." 
said the employee, who wished 
pot to.be identified. "I could just 

barely see his eyes." 
The suspect kept one hand in 

his coat and implied that he had 
a weapon. Reports said the 
employee never saw a gun, how-
ever. 

"He was very calm and said he 
wouldn't hurt me as long as I 
gave him the money," the 42-
year-old woman said. 

The man then took the money 
and fled southbound toward the 
church on Joy Road, reports said. 

"There's nothing you can do to 
prevent this kind of thing." said 
the woman, who manages the 
shop. "There's nothing that I 

could've done differently (to stop 
it)." 

She's just hoping police catch 
the bandit. 

"If I saw him again I would 
know him even though he was 
covered up." the woman added. 

Hyatt, located in the Sheldon 
Center Plaza, has been in busi-
ness for about 18 mon ths . It 
serves as a drop-off service with 
cleaning done off site. 

The business has never been 
robbed before, the employee said 

It was the first such robbery in 
Canton this year , said Sche-
manske. 

BY K I R T KUBAN 

STAlT WRITKK 

Former Plymouth School Board president and 
longtime community leader Kenneth L. Hulsing. 
who was instrumental in several school reforms 
during the late 1940a and 1950s, died Feb. 14 in 
Newton, Mass., of complications from his battle 
with Parkinson's Disease The day also marked his 
88th birthday. 

First elected to the school board in June, 1947, 
Hulsing oversaw dramatic changes in the district 
during his six year tenure, which included a stint 
as president from 1949-50. 

Under Hulsing's leadership, the district built its 
first two schools — Smith and Bird elementanea 
— in 24 years, and began the practice of naming 
its schools after outstanding teachers, administra-
tors or board members. 

In later years, Hulsing also served on the board 
of trustees of the Educational Excellence Founda-
tion. 

Born in Renville, Minn., Hulsing moved to Ply-
mouth in 1942 after graduating from the Universi-
ty of Michigan- He worked for 37 years in the 
Detroit Diesel Engine Division of General Motors 
where he rose to director of engineering. 

HulBing's active role in the community went 
beyond his work with the gchools. He leant his 
time and energy to many local causes, from the 
Boy Scouts and Rotary Club, to the Plymouth Sym-
phony Orchestra. 

Hulsing's wife. Esther, was also a fixture in the 
Plymouth community. In addition to serving on the 
school board for 18 years from 1954-72, four as 
president, she was also active in many local orga-
nizations. She also served as the township's clerk 
between 1978 and 1992. 

In 1976, the newly named Plymouth-Canton 
Community School District honored the Hulsings' 
many years of service by putting their name on its 
eleventh elementary school, located at 8055 Fleet 
St. in Canton. 

Mpny community leaders mourned the news of 
Hulsing's death, including former school board 
president E J. McClendon, who was a longtime 
friend. 

"Ken was one of the most dedicated leaders I 
have ever known. He had an incredibly creative 
mind," he said, 

Both Rotary members, McClendon recalls the 
friendly competition he and Hulsing had in trying 
to sell the most tickets for the group's annual 
chicken barbecue fundraiser. 

• 'Ha meant everything to this 
community. Ken and Esther lived la 
Plymouth during a time when people 
did things for their community. They 
lived their own lives, but they would 
help others who needed I t They 
never made excuses.' 

Nan Coo, 
—Friend of Ke 

Cooper 
n HuUing 

"No matter how hard 1 tried, I could never beat 
him," McClendon said. 

According to friends, the Hulsings moved from 
the Plymouth area late last year, so they could be 
near thei r daughter . Ann. who lives close to 
Boston. 

Before leaving, the couple attended an Auguat 
party given in their honor at the home of Plymouth 
residents Bob and Nan Cooper, who were close 
friends. 

"He meant everything to this community. Ken 
and Esther lived in Plymouth during a time when 
people did things for their community. They lived 
their own lives, but they would help others who 
needed it. They never made excuses." Nan Cooper 
said. 

Becky Moore, the principal at Hulsing Elemen-
tary, recalls several visits the. Hulsings made to 
the school over the years, including one last March 
when they participated in the Character Counts, 
program Moore said most of the students were 
able to meet and shake hands with the couple dur-
ing that visit. 

"The Hulsings have set such high standards for 
us all They were pillars in this community for so 
long We are very proud that the school was named 
for them." said Moore, who has been at Hulsing for 
nine years. 

Moore said someone from Character Counts will 
go to each classroom and discuss Hulsing's death 
with students In addition, students will be given 
class time to make cards, which wall be presented 
to the family at a memorial service to take place 
sometime during May at St John s Church in Ply-
mouth. 

Hulsing is survived by his wife, as well as 
daughters. Ann (William Coney) Hulsing of Maa-
sachusetts. Susan (David) Brownlee of Pittsburgh. 
Pa., and Mary (Delmerl Fehrs of Eugene. Ore . six 
grandchildren and one great-grandson 

Grant from page A1 

change. 
The fund receives most of its revenue from the 

Federal Highway Administration. Each year since 
the program's inception in 1992 MDOT has award-
ed $20 million to various roadway beautification 
projects around the state. 

Township officials believe they have submitted a 
solid application and should get favorable consid-
eration from the state. 

"The state is looking for a high visibility area, as 
well as a good design. I think we have demonstrat-
ed both with our proposal," said Mike Ager. the 
manager of Canton's resource development 

"We have a good t rack record with the 1-
275/Ford Road interchange, and this project w;ill 
have a very positive impact on the area " 

Ager believes enhancing the Miehigan/I-275 
interchange is just as important as the Ford pro-
ject. which was completed during the 1998-99 con-
struction seasons. 

"These are areas where a high volume of people 
come into Canton We are making an efTort to 
enhance the image of our community, so it makes 
sense that we should beautify these two entry 
ways," Ager said. 

All the enhancements will be constructed within 
the clover-shaped area of the interchange 

Funding for plants and o ther construction 
expenses will be provided by MDOT. The township 
will be responsible for covering the cost of the 
design, which is being done by Beckett and Raeder 
of Ann Arbor, as well as maintaining the area 
after its completion. 

Normally the local community would have to 

provide 20 percent in matching funds to receive 
the grant, but in this case MDQT would provide 
the $60,000. 

"MDOT is taking on more of an active role in the 
enhancement of our state's roadsides." said Paul 
McAllister, the manager of MDOT's Enhancement 
Program. "When you enhance roadsides, you are 
really affecting a third" of your community. These 
are areas of the community that are in very high 
use, and most people are going to see them 

Ager said t h e township has learned a few 
lessons from the Ford project. 

"With this project, we are going to try some dif-
ferent things than we did at the I-275/Ford inter-
change. like spreading out the plants a little more 
We are also hoping to use some brick pavers to 
make the area a little more attractive." he said 

In addition to the aesthetic benefits. local busi-
ness owners feel there may be an economic impact 
as well 

"It should help us." said Bob Patel, owner of the 
Fellows Creek Lodge, which sits just east of the 
interchange on Michigan Avenue "There isn't a lot 
happening out there right now This project could 
attract something like a nice restaurant to the 
area, as well as draw in people from outside of the 
community." 

The application process normally takes about six 
months . MDOT officials expect to m»ke «n 
announcement sometime in the >pnng 

"We're hoping to find out as soon as possible, so 
we can get the project done during this construc-
tion Season." Ager said 
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Student Academy Awards 
competition applications set 

Applicat ions for the 2 < th 
Annual Student Academy 
Awards competition, presented 
by the Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts and Sciences, are now 
available Entries must be sub-
mitted by Apnl 3 in order to be 
considered for this years prizes. 

For the program, the country 
ia divided into three regions and 
students submitting films must 
first compete in the appropriate 
regional competition Winni*g 
films from each of the t h r e e 
regions will then compete as 
national finalists. These films 
will be screened at the Acade-
my's headquarters in Beverly 
Hills. Calif, and voted upon by 
the Academy membership - the 
same film artists and craftspeo-
ple who vote to select Oscar-win-
ning films 

The regional coordinators are 
Dan Ladely at the Mary Riepma 
Ross Film Theater at the I 'm 
versity of Nebraska Lincoln and 

Barbara Scharres at the Film 
Center of the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago 

Films may be entered in one of 
four categories: Alternative, ani-
mation. documentary or narra-
tive To be eligible, f i lms of 
16mm or larger must be pro-
duced within the curriculum of 
an accredited college or universi-
ty. in a student-teacher relation-
ship. and must have been com 
pleted a f te r April 1999. All 
Region Two en t r i e s must be 
received at the regional center 
by 5 p.m. April 3 

Students ultimately selected 
as national winners will be flown 
to Los Angeles to participate in a 
week of industry-related activi 
ties and social events that will 
cu lmina te J u n e 11 with the 
awards presentation ceremony 
at the Academy's Samuel Oold-
wyn Theater Along with their 
trophies. Gold# Medal winners in 
each of the four ca tegor ies 

receive $2,000. SilverMedal win-
ners take home $1,500. and 
Bronze Medal rec ip ients a re 
awarded $1,000. An Honorary 
Foreign Student Award also will 
be presented at the June ceremo 
ny. as will the Directors Guild ol 
America Student Film Award 

S t u d e n t s i n t e r e s t e d in e n t e r -
ing the competi t ion m a y down 
load an application from the 
Academy's websi te at 
h t t p / /www o s c a r s o r g / s a a o r 
send their application request, 
a long w ith a se l f - addressed , 
stamped business-size envelope 
to: Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences. 8949 Wilshire 
Boulevard. Beverly Hills. C alif 
90211, Attn Student Academy 
Awards 

Regional Two Coordinator Dan 
Ladely can be reached at «402i 
472 5353 He will accept all 
Region Two entries 
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Islam to stand trial for murder 
BY TONY BHUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

A P lymouth m a n accused of 
ki l l ing a n d d i smember ing h i s 
e s t r a n g e d wife t h e n d u m p i n g 
her body parts in Dearborn and 
Ohio will s t and trial in Wayne 
County Circuit Court. 

Following seven witnesses and 
e i g h t h o u r s of t e s t i m o n y 
Wednesday afternoon during the 
conclusion of a two-day prelimi-
nary examination, 35ui District 
Court Judge Ron Lowe ordered 
Azizul Islam, 50 of Plymouth, to 
s tand t r ia l for the murder and 

d i s m e m b e r m e n t of h i s wife , 
Tracy, 35. 

"The cou r t is sa t i s f i ed they 
(prosecutors) presented a proba-
ble vers ion of the events t h a t 
transpired," Lowe said in his rul-
i ng , w h i c h m e a n s I s l am will 
s tand trial for murder. 

Tracy Islam, who left her Ply-
mouth family in August because 
of mar i ta l problems and moved 
to England to live with her sis-
ter, returned Dec. 16 to be with 
h e r c h i l d r e n and f i n a l i z e a 
divorce. She was scheduled to 
re turn to England on Christmas 
Eve. 

However, a f te r an a r g u m e n t 
on Dec. 19 when Azizul over-
heard Tracy talking on the tele-
phone to a male friend in Lon-
don, Tracy went to bed abou t 
m idn igh t and was never seen 
a g a i n . T e s t i m o n y i n d i c a t e d 
Azizul and the i r two t e e n a g e 
children believed Tracy left once 
again without notice. 

The prosecution pulled out all 
the stops in presenting its case, 
inc luding tes t imony by Tracy 
Islam's sister, Anita Ross, who 
was flown in from London to tes-
tify. 

"She ca l led me on a d a i l y 

Cherrv Mill Internal Medicine Associates 
Specializing in Adult & Adolescent Medicine • Certified by the American Medical Board 

A c c e p t i n g i j U o s t $nsu/tcmce ^ a n s 
Providing same day/next day, evening and weekend appointments.To schedule call ( 7 3 4 ) 9 8 1 - 1 0 8 6 
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Tuesday & Thursday 8 am - 7 pm 

Friday 7 am - 5 pm 
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J 

C h e r r y Hill Internal 
Medicine Associates 
42287 Cherry Hill 
Suite D 
Canton. Michigan 
(734) 981-1086 

An Affiliate of Oakwood Healthcare System 
David Margoib, MD Michael Seharffer, MD 

basis," testified Rosa. "She waA 
trying to get her flight changed 
and come back (to London) earli-
er." 

After the Dec. 16 a rgument , 
Roes testified Tracy became fear-
ful for her life. 

"The last call she actually said 
she was very, very frightened," 
said Ross. "She said Azizul was 
going to pu t someth ing in her 
tea. I told her to be very careful." 

Ross testified tha t during sev-
e r a l cal ls to t h e I s l a m home, 
Azizul assured Ross t h a t Tracy 
was at a girlfriend's house and 
would f ly back to London a s 
scheduled on Christmas Eve. 

" I . to ld h im I d i d n ' t be l ieve 
him, and he said, 'Do you think 
I've done something to Tracy?" 
she said. "And I said 'yes.™ 

When Tracy didn ' t a r r ive in 
London C h r i s t m a s Day , R O B S 

called Plymouth police to file a 
miasing person report. 

Lt. Wayne Carroll, Plymouth 
police detective, said his missing 
person inquiry quickly tu rned 
i n t o a m u r d e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
Arms and legs were found in a 
Dumps te r a t an A&W Restau-
r a n t in D e a r b o r n Dec. 22. A 
torso was found in a field south-
east of Toledo Dec. 31. And, dur-
ing a consent search of Islam's 
h o m e J a n . 7, a c a d a v e r dog 
picked up a scent. 

It was then that a search war-
rant was obtained and Plymouth 
police, Dearborn authorities and 
Michigan State Police crime lab 
t e chn i c i ans converged on t h e 
house, taking evidence. 

A warrant was also issued for 
Islam's arrest. While locked up, 
Islam wanted to talk to Carroll 
in private. 

"He said he needed protection 
... from bad people," said Car-
roll . "If he got out on bond he 
would need protection. I asked if 
he hired someone to hur t Tracy 
and he said 'yes.' I asked if they 
were supposed to kill Tracy and 
he said 'no." He said they were 
very bad people ... gangs." 

The next day Car ro l l found 
Azizul crying in his cell. 

"He cried out, 'don ' t look at 
me, I'm a criminal. I disgraced 
my family. I did a bad thing,'" 
testified Carroll. 

During Wednesday's proceed-
ings, Carroll gave some back-
ground into the couple, who had 

* 
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STAFF PHOTO BT PAUL RUKSTHMANN 
Emotional: Defendant Azizul Islam wipes a tear from 
his eye during testimony from Plymouth police Detec-
tive Lt. Wayne Carroll in the second day of his prelim-
inary hearing in the murder trial of Tracy Islam. 
Islam began openly weeping when Carroll read his 
report regarding the statements Islam allegedly made 
following his arrest in the case. 

been m a r r i e d 17 y e a r s before 
a l l eged ly b r e a k i n g u p l a s t 
August over credit card bills run 
up by Tracy. 

"Azizul told us he met Tracy 
while going to school in Eng-
l a n d , " sa id Ca r ro l l . " (Azizul) 
Islam said that upon her return 
to the United S ta tes (Dec. 16), 
he was sure she had returned to 
the street life. He was surprised 
by hfer a p p e a r a n c e , t h a t s h e 
wore short skirts, had her hai r 
bleached out and wore a nose 
stud." 

Much of Wednesday's testimo-
ny centered on DNA evidence, 
which proved tha t the body parts 
found in a Dearborn Dumps te r 
belonged to the torso found in 
Ohio. 

Heather Spillane, a Michigan 
State Police crime lab scientist, 
t e s t i f i e d DNA f r o m t h e body 
parts matched a sample of blood 
found on the Is lams ' basement 
floor, as well as residue from a 
toothbrush left behind by Tracy 

DNA tes t s of t h e body p a r t s 
also concluded the body was that 
of Tracy Islam because the DNA 

matched the DNA profiles of her 
two c h i l d r e n , J o s e p h , 16 and 
Anna, 14. 

However, it couldn't be deter-
mined if a hacksaw with blood 
found in the basement had been 
used on the body. The DNA was 
from a female, but not necessari-
ly Tracy Islam. 

Wayne County Medical Exam-
iner Cheryl Loewe testified the 
finger t ips of t h e victim "were 
obl i te ra ted wi th some kind of 
saw" * . 

She c o n c l u d e d w h a t many , 
except the defense, believe they 
already knew. 

T h e cause of death is violence 
... the manner of death is homi-' 
cide," said Loewe. 

During final arguments, prose-
cutor Mike Lehto admitted that 
it's t aken a long s t r ing of evi-
dence to show a crime has been 
committed, esrpecially without a 
cause of death. 

"We can't show the exact cause 
of death because of the cunning 
of the d e f e n d a n t , " said Lehto. 
"His p l ann ing was meticulous 
and almost successful." 
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Tuesday's Republican primary turns into a showdown 
BY MIKE MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 

m n u d o t t a f a o i a e c o n u n . n e t 

I t ' s showdown t ime in t h e 
president ia l pr imary in Michi-
gan. On Tuesday, Feb. 22, voters 
head to the polls in an open pri-
mary to help select their prefer-
ence among potential nominees 
to face off in November against 
the Democratic contender. 

Tuesday , vo te r s will choose 
between George W. Bush, John 
McCain and Alan Keyes for the 
Republican nomination. 

Fo r Ar i zona Sen . McCain , 
Michigan is critical, according to 
state Sen. John Schwarz (R-Bat-
tle Creek) his campaign coordi-
na to r here. He said the candi-
date is "running state to state," 
depending on victories to supply 
him with the volunteers and con-
t r ibut ions needed to mount an 
offensive in the next state presi-
d e n t i a l p r i m a r y . He needs a 
strong showing here as he heads 
in to Super Tuesday, March 7. 
Between now and March 8, some 
17 states will cast ballots. 

Learning 
Center takes 
applications 

The L e a r n i n g C e n t e r a t 
Madonna University in Livonia 
is current ly accepting applica-
tions for its summer term, which 
begins in June. Since enrollment 
is limited, it is important t h a t 
a p p l i c a t i o n s be completed as 
soon as possible. Early applica-
tions will allow, sufficient t ime 
for an assessment of each stu-
dent before classes begin. 

The t u t o r i a l s e s s ions a r e 
designed for s tudents from the 
first through 12th grade who are 
experiencing difficulty in reading 
a n d i t s r e l a t e d sk i l l s . 
Pa ren t s /gua rd ians may choose 
one session in Block I: 9-10:30 
a.m., June 10 to July 14; Block 
II: 9-10:15 a.m. or 10:30-11:45 
a.m., June 19-30; Block III: 8:30-
10:15 a.m. or 10:30 to 12:15 p.m. 
July 5-14; Block IV: 8:30-10 a.m. 
or 10:15-11:45 a.m. July 17-28. 
Individual or group instruction 
(two students) is available. 

C e r t i f i e d t e a c h e r s who a r e 
gradua te s tuden t s in Madonna 
Universi ty 's l i teracy education 
and lea rn ing disabil i t ies mas-
ter 's degree programs will offer 
tutoring sessions in Blocks I and 

II 
Prior to admission, each stu-

dent will be informally assessed, 
and a tailored remedial plan will 
be d e s i g n e d . I n s t r u c t i o n is 
designed to enable the student to 
be a more successful and inde-
pendent reader and will include 
strategies for reading fiction and 
non-fiction text, process writing 
and study skills. Students will 
develop a portfolio of their work 
during the session. 

With more t h a n 48 years of 
providing service to children who 
a r e exper ienc ing diff icul ty in 
reading and writ ing. Madonna 
Un ive r s i t y ' s Learn ing C e n t e r 
has assisted thousands of chil-
dren, f rom public and p r iva te 
schools representing some 20 dif-
ferent school districts. 

For jnore information, please 
call (734)432-5586 or Sister M 
Duane, (734)432-5585. 

EKG workshop 
set for nurses 

A w o r k s h o p . "Basic EK(J 
Interpretation and Dysrhythmia 
Recognition." will he presented 
at Madonna University in Livo-
nia 4:30-7 p.m. Friday. March 
31, and will conclude 8 30 to 4 
p.m Saturday. April 1 

The w o r k s h o p will d i s c u s s 
"Sinus and Atr ial . Junc t iona l 
and Ventricular Dysrhythmias" 
as well as "Heart Block, Pulse 
lesa E lec t r i ca l Activi ty" a n d 
more. 

Attendees can earn up to 9 5 
contact hour*. Madonna Univer-
sity i t an approved provider of 
continuing education in nuraing 
by the Michigan Nurses Associa-
tion Registrations received by 
March 24 are $60 per person for 
n u r s e s and o ther heal th enre 
providers and $35 per person for 
students ' 

To register or for information, 
ca l l (7341432-5731 or fax 

a (734)432-5364 

For Texas Gov. Bush, Michi-
gan is "a firewall," according to 
Gov. John Engler, who is head-
ing up Bush's effort in the state. 
A victory here could finish off the 
McCain insurgency early, before 
the long string of primaries over 
the next few weeks. 

And Bush is favored here, at 
least among Republicans. When 
independents and Democrats are 
c o u n t e d , polls show t h e race 
becomes a dead heat.. 

T h a t ' s s i g n i f i c a n t b e c a u s e 
Michigan's vote will be an "open 
primary," meaning anyone can 
enter the polls to pull the lever. 
It is not restricted to just Repub-

licans even though th i s is the 
GOP primary. 

Still, the biggest challenge of 
Michigan's election Tuesday may 
be for voters aa they attempt to 
decipher the ballot. The state's 
split pr imary has become very 
confusing for a good many vot-
ers. 

F i r s t , t h e p r i m a r y e lect ion 
Tuesday will be conducted like 
any other election. To cast bal-
lots, voters must go to their reg-
ular precincts, as listed on their 
voter registration cards. It won't 
be until the March 11 Democrat-
ic caucuses t h a t voters will be 
asked to go to different locations 

selected by the party. 
Secondly, voters on Tuesday 

will see names on the ballot of 
con tende r s who have a l ready 
dropped out. Only Keyes, the for-
mer p r e s i d e n t of C i t i zens 
Against Government Waste and 
founder of Na t iona l Taxpayer 
Action Day, is still in the race. 
Steve Forbes, Gary Bauer and 
Orrin Hatch have already tossed 
in the towel. 

So has Donald Trump, whose 
name will Still appear on the bal-
lot on the Reform Party ticket. 
Even t h o u g h T r u m p and t h e 
Reform Party appear on the bal-
lot; t h a t p a r t y never had any 

intention of counting the results 
from Tuesday's polling. 

By state law, the secretary of 
state's office had to liBt all poten-
t ia l c o n t e n d e r s on t h e ba l lo t 
back in December. Trump didn't 
withdraw unti l recently, so hia 
name appears even though the 
Reform Par ty will host its own 
national pr imary election later 
this y A r . 

Likewise, Lyndon LaRouche 
will appear aa the only candidate 
on the Democrat ic side of t h e 
t i cke t in T u e s d a y ' s p r i m a r y 
Democrats won't count the vote. 
Instead, they'll rely on their own 
"Iowa s ty le" caucus mee t ings 

T u e s d a y , March 11, to se lec t 
between Vice President A) Gore 
and former New Jersey Sen Bill 
B r a d l e y fo r t h e D e m o c r a t i c 
Party's nomination. 

W h e n t h o s e c a u c u s e s ro l l 
around, voters will again be able 
to fcast t h e i r b a l l o t s . All t h e 
Democratic Party will require of 
voters is that they declare them-
s e l v e s to be D e m o c r a t s . B u t 
according to the Michigan secre-
tary of state's office, there will be 
no crosschecking be tween t h e 
Democratic caucus and the pri-
mary election to determine if any 
voters showed up for both. 
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