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Ex-guard 
faces trial 
for rape 

SCHOOLS 

BY TONY BRI SCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
Cbruscato@oe.hom ecomm.ne t 

A f o r m e r P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n high 
school security guard has decided to 
face charges and standi t r i a l in t h e 
alleged rape of a 15-year-old Canton 
High School student; 

Terry Lee Barnhart. 31 of Ypsilanti, 
waived his preliminary exam Monday 
morning in 35th District Court . The 
case will now be moved from the court-
room of Judge Ron Lowe to Wayne 
County Circuit Court. 

"Terry will take the opportunity to 
talk with police," said Dale Smith, the 
Adrian a t torney represen t ing Barn-
hart. "He has yet to talk with them." 

According to the police report, the 
s t u d e n t and a f r iend went to Barn-
hart 's home on Geddes Road in Canton 
about 25 times prior to the alleged inci-
dent. The girl told police that Barnhart 
"touched (her) ... rfnd kissed (her» on 
every visit." 

On the night of the reported rape, 
the student told police Barnhar t was 
giving her a back massage when he 
allegedly forced himself on her. 

"My client denies the al legations." 
said Smith. "He doesn't deny the girls 
were at his home, but he has a young 
son and they were baby-sitting. There 
was no physical contact." 

Smi th said the re have been other 
g i r l s a t B a r n h a r t ' s home who have 
cared for the boy, whom .Smith said is 5 
or 6 years old. 

According to the police report. Barn-, 
h a r t t o l d t h e g i r l s t o s a y t h e y -were 
baby-sitting if any questions arose a$ 
to why they were at his home. 

"There appears to be a lack of evi-
dence in this case," added Smith. "It 
appears to be a 'he said, she said* mat-
ter. The jury will have to decide who is 

P lease see TRIAL, A2 

Dads and daughters celebrate Valentine's Day 

9urr PHOTOS I T PAUL H U M C W U K S 

Let's twist again: 
Jennifer Mathi-
son, 12, and her 

dad Billy get 
down in the 

"Twist" contest 
during Friday's 

ninth annual 
Daddy -Da ughter 
Dance sponsored 
by the Knights of 

Columbus. At 
right, Jessica 

Kramer, 7, (from 
left) Samantha 
Kramer, 4, and 

Zoe Lauer, 4, wait 
with their fathers 
for their pictures 

to be taken. For 
more photos from 

the event at St. 
TJutftuu- a' Beckett 

'Church, please 
turn to Page A3 in 

today's Observer. 
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Chamber 
ups ante 
in chief 
search 
• The next director of the 
Canton Chamber of Com-
merce could sign on for a 
$40,000 salary, an increase 
of about 17 percent over 
previous director Ryan 
Ambrozaitis. 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net 

When the Canton Chamber of Com-
merce names its new executive direc-
tor. it will be the third person to hold 
the top seat in less than four years. 

Tha t t rend could be coming to an 
end. however. President David Griffin 
said the chamber will do what 's finan-
cially necessary to a t i ract - and keep — 
its new director 

"We're looking for t h e best candi-
date," he said. "We want the best per-
son for the position and we want to 
make sure that person will be comfort-
able (with their salary). We're looking 
for some stability.*" 

Ryan Ambrozaitis resigned late last 
month. He served as executive director 
for just 18 mont hs. 

Af te r Ambrozait is ' d e p a r t u r e , the 
chamber formed a search committee 
and began work to find his replace-
ment. Extensive advertising has been 
done in newspape r s , b u s i n e s s and 
national chamber t r ade publications 
The chamber expects to receive more 
than 100 resumes, said Griffin. 

TVe crimmittw. will screen applicants 
down to the top two or three. An Ann 
Arbor consulting firm will then help 
the chamber pirk a new lender, said 
Griffin.. 

"They've been used extensively by 
the township;" he said of the firm. "We 

Please see CHAMBER. A4 

Bush campaign rolls into Canton Township 
o A n A 
JlitiH KJ \ J 

T M € C * N T O M 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net 

Education, family and a solid track 
record were themes pushed by poten-
tial First Lady Laura Bush Monday 
in Canton. 

Speaking at a Rotary and Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon, the wife of 
GOP front-runner George W. Bush 
said her husband should be the next 
U.S. president. 

"George is a man of firm convic-
t ions and beliefs." she-t«14 « 4 » 
gathering at Roman Forum restau-
r a n t . "As governor , my h u s b a n d 
d e t e r m i n e s a goal a n d fo l lows 
through with it. 

P lease see CAMPAIGN, A3 

Stumping: 
Michigan first 
lady Michelle 
Engler (left) 
laughs Monday 
as Texas first 
lady Laura 
Bush receives a 
corsage from 
Canton Rotari-
an Mary Beards -
ley at the Roman 
Forum restau-
rant. Bush was 
visiting the area 
stumping for her 
husband. Texas 

over nor and 
Republican pres-
idential candi-
date George IV 
Bush. 

St aft P»m> rr Pak HiramLue. 

Grant will promote school-library partnership 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedham#oe Jiomecomm. net 

Checking homework assignments on-
l ine will be one of mtany a c t i v i t i e s 
Tonda E lementa ry s t u d e n t s will be 
able to do thanks to a grant recently 
awarded to the Canton Public Library 

C a n t o n Publ ic L ib r a ry rece ived 
$104,843 in federal grants through the 
Library Services and Technology Act 
F u n d i n g will be used t o w a r d a 
schools/library program called "Part-
nership Unit ing Libraries & Schools 
Electronically," or PULSE. The pro-
g ram will c r e a t e a v i r t u a l l i b r a ry -
school partnership. 

Canton's Tonda Elementary School, 
Wayne-Westland's Walker-Winter Ele-
mentary School and Van Buren's Tyler 

Elementary School will participate in 
the program 

The school/library par tnership will 
enable school students to access library 
resources, such as educational materi-
a l s and hooks on- l ine , said George 
Belvitch, Tonda principal 

"They'll be able to use I the technolo-
gy-t-as a h o m e w o r k l ink . " he sa id , 
adding tha t homework ass ignments 
could be checked either from home or 
from the library 

The pa r tne r sh ip is nothing new to 
Tonda 

'S ince Tonda opened as a school, 
we've tried to main ta in as close of a 
relationship as possible with the Can-
ton (Public* Library," he said 

Making a u r | s t u d e n t s get l ibrary 
cards and learn how to use libraries 

are important priorities, he added, 
The grant money will fund six new 

laptop computers » large monitor to bo-
used as a " f loa t ing s t a t i on" w h e r e 
teachers can set up personalized Web 
sites for their classrooms Teachers w ill 
.ilso be able to post their homework 
assignments on line 

"It jusf makes another good, positive 
connection in a community trying to 
get kids to be good, effective learners." 
Belvitch saul "I think rt's pretty neat -
the staff is excited about it " 

Canton Public Library Ihrector Jean 
Tabor said special conference software 
called "Book Talk" will enable school 
s tudents to post book reviews on the 
Web and ta lk back and for th about 
books they read They'll also be able to 
request that the library stock particu-

lar bonks 
"It 's a good way to promote using 

technology alid make positive use of 
the Internet." Tabor said 

The library's youth site is one way 
the library is a t tempt ing to lure stu 
dents to the library's resources 

"Our goal is to bave so much good, 
well-organized i n f o r m a t i o n 'on the 
Web si te ' that s t u d e n t s will use the 
site." Tabor said 

If this pilot program is successful. 
Tabor said she hopes it will serve as a 
model for other school d is t r ic ts and 
libraries 

A n o t h e r Wayne C o u n t y l i b r a ry 
receiving grants was the River Rouge 
Branch of the Wayne County Library, 
which received $23,975, 

I^leane . e e tftAMT, K2 
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Police question Detroit 
officer in local assault 

B r SCOTT DANIEL 
ST AIT WRITES 

A Detroit police officer could 
be f a c i n g d o m e s t i c v io lence 
charges in connection with a 
recent township incident. 

The narcotics officer, who is 
no t being iden t i f i ed pend ing 
c h a r g e s a n d a r r a i g n m e n t , 
a t t a c k e d h i s wi fe J a n . 30, 
a c c o r d i n g to C a n t o n police 
reports.® 

"The case is currently under 
invest igat ion," said Township 
Police Sgt. Charles Raycraft. 

T h e i n c i d e n t occu r r ed a t 
about 10:30 p.m., reports said. 
He came to the door of 'his 32-
y e a r - o l d w i f e ' s home in t h e 
8000 block of Honeycomb ask-

ing to u s e t h e b a t h r o o m , 
reports said. 

After a brief argument , the 
man allegedly pushed her up 
against a wall and finally to the 
f loor . R e p o r t s s a id he t h e n 
pulled out a hand gun and laid 
it next to the woman's head. 

They cont inued to s t ruggle 
for some time. Reports said the 
o f f i ce r p u l l e d h e r h a i r and 
choked her during the fight. 

At one point , he picked t h e 
Canton woman up and took her 
to a bedroom. The officer then 
got on top of her and began 
pulling her pants down, reports 
said. 

Moments la te r , t h e woman 
was ab le to g r ab a cord less 
phone base and hi t him over 

the head. Reports said she was 
then able to get away and the 
man finally left her home at 4 
a.m. 

Reports said she was threat-
e n e d by h e r h u s b a n d not to 
notify authorities. 

She finally did Feb 4. The 
woman suspected that her hus-
band s lashed her car t i re on 
tha t date, reports said. 

Acco rd ing to R a y c r a f t , 
domest ic violence is a misde-
meanor offense. The gun's role 
in the incident could bump i t 
u p to a more s e r i o u s felony 
assault charge, however. 

The Wayne County Prosecu-
to r ' s Off ice would make t h a t 
determination, said Raycraft. 

Woman reports mailbox 
theft and check fraud 

A 42-year-old Canton woman 
was the recent victim of fraud. 

According to township police 
reports, checks were stolen from 
the Geddes Road resident's mail-
bo* in mid-January. Since then, 
several checks have been written 
at area businesses totaling hun-
dreds of dollars, reports said. 

Canton Police are investigat-
ing the case. 

Retail fraud 
A 21-year-old Romulus woman 

was arrested Sunday after trying 
to s t e a l a p iece of e l ec t ron i c 
equipment from Super Kmart on 
Ford Road. 

Loss prevention officers saw 
the woman place a DVD player 
in the bottom of her shopping 
cart, reports said. She then went 

® I e (1 I H E R" G (1 L I E R V ® 

FROM TRADITIONAL TO CONTEMPORARY 
Top grain leather sofas starting at $999 

Now thru February 22, No payments, No interest for 6 months on all leather furnishings.' 
SAMipcMiMwmMcnk 

• available in ivory top grain 
all leather (only) 

msrp S1542 sale $999 

msrp $4043 sale $2199 

Easton 
High Leg Lounger 
Leather-Match 

msrp $1491 tale $799 

rmrp $3285 sale $1969 
• 3-way lounger 
rmrp $2070 sale $1199 

During our WinterSale Event enjoy savings of 

25% to 50% throughout our 40,000 square foot showroom.' 
BEDROOMS, DINING ROOMS, ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS, HOME OFFICE, CUSTOM 

. UPHOLSTERY, LIGHTING, FLOOR COVERINGS, AREA RUGS AND MORE. 

Whether you are furnishing an entire home, one 
room , or you're in search of that one unusual 
accent piece that will add a dramatic flair to your 
home, McLaughlin's is confident you will find 

exactly what you're looking for at rheir beautiful 
Southgate Showroom featuring over 40,000 
square feet of furniture treasures in hundreds of 
groupings that will invite and inspire you. 

COP CALLS 

th rough a check-out l ine, but 
failed to pay for the player. 

The woman was s t o p p e d by 
store officers before should could 
leave , r e p o r t s s a i d . C a n t o n 
Police later arrested the 21-year-
old. 

Domestic violence 
A 39-year-old Canton woman 

was the victim of domestic vio-
lence S a t u r d a y , a c c o r d i n g to 
police reports. 

The woman ' s e x - h u s b a n d 
stopped by her home to pick up 
their children for a visit. Reports 
said the man asked h e r about 
us ing the k ids as t a x exemp-
tions. 

She said he wouldn't be able to 
do that . Reports sa id t h e man 
became "very angry" and raised 
his arm as if to hit the woman. 

No blows w e r e e x c h a n g e d , 
however . The m a n t h e n lef t 
w i thou t his c h i l d r e n , r epo r t s 
said." 

Canton Police sent a warrant 
reques t to the Wayne County 

P r o s e c u t o r ' s off ice . I t w a s 
unclear a t press time if officers 
followed up on t h e w a r r a n t by 
arresting the man. 

Larceny 
A $300 car computer compo-

nent was stolen from a Plymouth 
woman's vehicle in Canton Sat-
urday, reports said. 

The 1989 Jeep Comanche was 
parked at a Lotz Road home at 
about 7 a.m. when a fuel injector 
was stolen. The woman suspects 
a former boyfriend, according to 
reports. 

Township Police are investi-
gating. 

Numbers 
The number of traffic crashes 

topped the list of calls for service 
to Canton Police for the weekend 
of Feb. 11-13. 

A total of 14 were recorded. No 
injuries were reported from any 
of the accidents, however. 

Two reports of stolen cars were 
made and six thefts occurred. 

Trial from page A1 

telling the truth." 
Smith didn't rule out the possi-

b i l i ty of a p lea b a r g a i n wi th 
prosecutors, 

"No plea bargains have been 
o f fe red . B u t , a n y t i m e you ' r e 
looking at a cr iminal case you 
look at the pleas being offered," 
he said. • t 

Barnhart is currently free on 
$15,000 cash bond. 

Canton police Detective Steve 
Mil ler sa id h is d e p a r t m e n t 
would pursue charges aga ins t 
Barnhar t , even if force wasn ' t 
used, because the alleged inci-
dent involved an underage girl. 
Barnhart was 29 at the time, the 
teen was 15. 

Miller said no other students 
a p p e a r to be involved at th is 
t ime- If convic ted , B a r n h a r t 

Charged: 
Mark 
Barnhart 
(right) at 
an earlier 
court 
hearing. 

could be sentenced to up to 15 
yeare in prison. 

Plymouth-Canton school offi-
cials say they became aware of 
the allegations Jan. 10, when the 
girl came forward, conducted a 
thorough investigation and ter-
minated Barnhart on Jan. 21. 

Grant from page A1 

"Both of these l ibrar ies have 
worked extremely hard creating 
exciting technology programs for 
students," said State Sen. Loren 
Bennet t . "These p rog rams not 

only help students learn to read, 
but they open up a whole new 
world to kids through books and 
o t h e r w o n d e r f u l l i b r a ry 
resources." 
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Campaign from page A1 

"He h a s clear goaU for ou r 
country." 

Michigan could be a key state 
in determining whether Bush or 
Arizona Sen. John McCain cap-
tu res t h e Republican nomina-
tion. 

After early primary victories, 
the Texas governor has faltered 
recently in states such as New 
Hampshire. According to politi-
cal observers. Bush needs victo-
ries in South Carolina Saturday 
and Michigan Tuesday to regain 
momentum. 

Laura Bush's Michigan j a u n t 
was des igned to help do t h a t . 
Bes ide s Can ton , she a l s o 
appeared in Westland and Tra-
verse City. She went on to Alpe-
n a , B a t t l e Creek a n d 
S t e v e n s v i l l e Tuesday be fo re 
heading back home to Texas. 

Michigan f irs t lady Michelle 
Engler and Secretary of S t a t e 
Candice Miller joined Bush for 
her township visit. 

"He really is the only candi-
date, Democratic or Republican, 
who has executive experience," 
said Miller. "His experience will 
help move a positive agenda for 
change forward." 

Bush spoke for about 16 min-
utes Monday. 

She said there's never a dull 
m o m e n t wi th the 53-year-old 
Texan . But, then, it has been 
that way most of his life, Laura 
Bush explained. 

" W h e n George was a C u b 
Scout h i s m o t h e r was a d e n 
leader,1* she joked. "She told me 
t h a t ' s w h e n h e r h a i r t u r n e d 

STATT PHOTO BT PAUL Bmacaum 
Primary speech: Laura Bush speaks to Rotary Club 
members Monday. 

gray. 
B u s h said she en joys cam-

paigning for her husband, but it 
can be a grind. 

"People talk about the rigors 
of campaigning," she said. "It 
can be tough, t ha t ' s t rue . The 
hardest part is being away from 
the ones that you love." 

Laura Bush spoke at length 
about education. She s t ressed 
that school districts should have 
local control and emphasized the 
importance of reading. 

"We know that when children 
succeed in reading they can suc-
ceed in history, math and other 
subjects," she said. "Our No. 1 
goal is that every child will learn 

to read" 
Local leaders were impressed 

with Bush. 
"I t h o u g h t she w a s a v e r y 

warm lady," said Plymouth-Can-
ton Community Schools' Board 
Trustee Mark Slavens. "It was 
nice to hear her talk about the 
importance of education in this 
country." 

Canton Clerk Terry Bennett, a 
f o r m e r t e a c h e r , a g r e e d . She 
thinks the Texas governor is the 
best Republican candidate. 

"George W, B u s h is a 
reformer," Bennett said. "1 think 
he has a strong record to stand 
on." 

Booking time with students 
on the Bush campaign trail 
BY JULIE BROWN-
STAFF WRITES 
j b r o w n ® o e . b o m e c o m m . n e t 

T u e s d a y morning, e d u c a t o r 
Michael Holuta was still bask-
ing in t h e glow of a v i s i t by 
Laura Welch Bush. 

Holuta. principal of Jefferson-
Barns Elementary, was pleased 

.w i th t h e vifeit Monday of t h e 
Texas governor's wife. 

"It was a real privilege to host 
Mrs. Bush. It was a great expe-
rience for our children," Holuta 
s a id . "They took home w i t h 
them t h e importance of r ead -
ing" 

The visi t of the pres ident ia l 
candida te ' s wife took p repara -
tion, but with the support of the 
Wayne-Westland school superin-
t enden t all came off smoothly, 
he said. T h e feedback has been 
really, really positive." Pa ren t s 
are pleased, he said-

Laura Bush, who has degrees 
in education and library science, 
read to about 30 Jefferson-Barns 
s tuden t s in first through th i rd 
grades . During her 40-minute 
visit, she read "Officer Buckle 
and G l o r i a " by Peggy R a t h -
mann. 

The s tory highl ights va lues 

• 'tt was a real privilege to host Mrs. Bush. It 
was a great experience for our children.They 
took home with them the importance of reading.' 

-Michael Holuta, 
Jefferson Barns Elementary principal 

and safety, "and was an exciting 
story for the students." the prin-
cipal said. 

The school h a s a L i t e r a c y 
Corps whose senior citizen mem-
b e r s work w i t h s t u d e n t s on 
reading. Bush visited the pro-
gram. and was able to observe 
seniors reading to students. 

Many of the s t o n e s Monday 
r e l a t e d to V a l e n t i n e ' s Day. 
H o l u t a noted t h a t M o n d a y ' s 
effort spanned three generations 
on the importance of reading. 

At J e f f e r s o n - B a r n s , B u s h 
focused on reading , with less 
po l i t i ca l t a lk t h a n a t o t h e r 
s t o p s . P re s s q u e s t i o n s she 
answered did focus on politics. 
Holuta said. 

Michelle Engler, wife of Michi-
gan Gov. John Engler. was also 
at Jefferson-Barns Monday. 

Children interacted with Bush 

Monday, giggling during funny 
pa r t s of the story and ask ing 
and answering questions. Holu-
ta said. 

A s i m i l a r view c a m e f rom 
Char lo t te S h e r m a n , a s s i s t a n t 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t fo r g e n e r a l 
administration for Wayne-'West-
l and S h e r m a n no ted t h a t 
Bush's background in education 
was evident as she in terac ted 
with students. 

"It was excis ing for the 
school." Sherman said. "She was 
very comfortable with the kids. 
It was just a nice experience for 
the schoolchildren. 

The local district is emphasiz-
ing literacy, including for young 
c h i l d r e n , and B u s h ' s v i s i t 
worked well with that . Sherman 
said. "It was nice tha t she high-
l ighted t h a t a spec t of educa-
tion." 

Q 

Did you know? 
• You can become an o rgan 

donor by enrolling online at the 
S e c r e t a r y of State's Web site at 
www sos.state.mi us9 

• Dorothy Dandndge was the 
first black woman nominated for 
an Oscar0 

• The average number of peo-
ple airborne over the U.S. in any 
given hour is 61.000° 

• U S Rep John Conyers. D 
Detroi t , is the longeat serving 
black congressman to date 

• The average tart cherry tree 
yields approximately 7.000 cher-
ries per year - enough for about 
28 pies'' 

• The first black female as t ro 
naut was Mae Jemison'' 

Books on t a p e 
Here are some books on audio 

tape available from the library 
• "The Bohemian Murders by 

Dianne Day 
• "Cuba" by Stephen Coonta 
• " D a r k Lady" by1 R i c h a r d 

North Patterson 
• "Deadfall" by Sue Henry 
• "Death at the Crossroads" 

by Dale Furufani 

Web Watch 
Check out these Web sites 
• www buaycooks com 

executnet com 

• www lancesnacks.com 
• www totallyabsurd.com 

Q & A 
Q: Who was E m m a H a r t 

Willard? 
A: Born in 1787. Emma Hart 

Willard was a pioneer in higher 
education for women She was 
intent on improving educational 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s for women and 
sen t her "Plan for Improv ing 
Female Education" to the gover-
nor of New York . In it s h e 
described her ideal fof a girls 
school, including the instruction 
usually offered for girls of her 
day (music, drawing, paint ing, 
p e n m a n s h i p and d a n c i n g ' as 
well as add ing re l ig ious a n d 
moral instruction, na tura l phi-
losophy and domestic science. 
The legis la ture g r an t ed her a 
charter for the Waterford Acade-
my for Young Ladies and la ter 
the Emma Willard School She 
a s s i s t ed in t h e f o u n d i n g of a 
teachers training school for girls 
in Athens. Greece, in 1832 and 
authored several textbooks on 
geography, history and astrono-. 
my 

The source for this information 
is "Chase ' s 2000 C a l e n d a r of 
Events " 

Fa i ry tale* fo r t e e n s 
Here are some selections that 

borrow on tradition 
• "At Midnight" by Jenn i f e r 

Baker 
• "Teller of Tales" by William 

Brooke 
• "The Magic Circle" by Donna 

Jo Napoli 
• "Truly G n m Tales" by Patri-

cia Galloway 
• "Cinderella 2000" by Mavis 

Jukes 

An a u t h o r ' s t a k e 
Here a r e some m e m o i r s by 

well-known authors: 
• "This Boy's Life" by Tobia 

Wolff 
• "Angela's Ashes ' by Frank 

McCourt 
• "All Over But the Shoutin' " 

by Rick Bragg 
• "Wars and Peace" by Rory 

Quirk 
• "A Monk S w i m m i n g " by 

Malachi McCourt 

Hot topic of t h e w e e k 
• February is National Cherry 

Month' Peter Dougherty, a Pres-
byterian missionary, is credited 
with p lant ing the first cherry 
orchard and in getting the cher-
ry industry started as a commer-
cial enterprise in the Midwest 
D o u g h e r t y p l a n t e d a c h e r r y 
orchard in 1852 on the Old Mis-
sion Peninsula n e a r T r a v e r s e 
city. His cherry trees flourished 
and the area proved to be ideal 
because Grand T r a v e r s e Bay 
and nearby Lake Michigan help 
to temper Arctic winds in winter 
and cool the orchards in sum-
mer Today , t h e r e a r e about 
36.000 acres of cherry trees in 
Michigan and about 40 percent 
of the cherry orchards are in the 
Grand Traverse region Michi-
gan lead* the nation in the pro-
duction of tart cherries, harvest 
ing about th ree - four ths of the 
U S crop 

<(* the Canton Library is com 
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 
library staff The library i* at 
1200 S Canton Center For more 
information about library pro 
grama and »ervice*. rail .197 
0999 

Dance is tribute to late co-founder 

staff Puma ar Pmi HaarauK* 
Funny valentine: Hannah Giaier, 2\ lets out a laugh while dad Tom holds her 
in the picture line during Friday's Daddy-Daughter Dance at St. Thomas 
a'Beckett Church in Canton. Ralph Difazio, one of the co-founders of the event, 
dedicated the evening to the memory of his partner and co-founder Marv 
Schultz, 51, who died recently after a battle with cancer. About 340 people 
bought tickets to this year's event. 

On the floor: Breanne Kenney of Redford 
(above), 2, dances with dad Tom. At left. 
Bethany Swanderg, 7. gets a Itft from her 
dad Mel son. 

These feathers 
belong together. 
Striking style by Tempesta 

makes it happen. 

Sleeveless sweater with nbbon mm. 

Black cotton/pofyester. Imported. 

Sizes P. S. M. L. $100. 

Stretch pants with feather print. 

Red cotton/Elastm Made in the USA. 

Sizes 2-12. $160 

Red handbag with feathef print $120 

In Advanced Sportswear 

Jacobson's 
Birmingham « {2*6) 64* 6900 LrvooMi • (734) 7696 Roch««t«c • (24« S51-600C 
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Police department targets new gun range 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
8TAFF WRITER 
a d a n i e l 9 o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Canton's police department is 
in t h e p r o c e s s of u p g r a d i n g 
training facilities. 

An outdoor gun range is being 
planned for Lilley Road aorth of 
Van Born. Public Safety Director 
J o h n S a n t o m a u r o sa id t h e 
department has simply outgrown 
its current facility. 

"It 's very d i s rup t ive to resi-
dents in the area," he said of the 
range, which is located adjacent 
to t h e D e p a r t m e n t of Pub l i c 
Works b u i l d i n g on She ldon 
Road. "The new si te is zoned 

Chamber 

solidly industrial and it's near a 
landfill. Our impact on the sur-
round ing neighborhood should 
be insignificant." 

Officers have been practicing 
at the Sheldon Road range since 
1988. 

Construction on the new site 
will likely begin th is summer , 
said Santomauro. It should take 
a b o u t a y e a r to comple te , he 
added. 

Cost was a primary considera-
t ion in choos ing an ou tdoor 
i n s t e a d of indoor r a n g e . The 
d e p a r t m e n t will spend about 
$400,000 to build the outdoor 
range. 

"We'd be looking at $1 million 
to $1 .5 mil l ion for an indoor 
facility," Santomauro said. 

An o u t d o o r r ange will a l so 
offer more flexibility, he added. 

Officers will be able to practice 
pistol , sho tgun and long r i f l e 
shoot ing. A classroom Will be 
included on the site as well. 

"Officers will be able to t ake 
w h a t t hey ' ve l e a rned in t h e 
classroom and apply it immedi-
a t e ly on the prac t ice r a n g e , " 
Santomauro said. 

Special operations teams will 
use the range for training, too. A 
rappelling tower will be among 
other amenities a t the site, San-

tomauro said. 
While f ac i l i t i e s a r e be ing 

upgraded, so too will education 
in the department. 

San tomauro and Cap t . Alex 
Wilson will a t tend a Michigan 
Sta te University seminar later 
this month focusing on commu-
nity policing. 

The d e p a r t m e n t w e n t to a 
community policing s tyle four 
years ago. The township is divid-
ed into four sections with specific 

officers assigned to each section. 
" I t a l lows us to be more 

accountable and in t u n e wi th 
communi ty needs ," sa id San -
tomauro. "The whole focus is to 
be proactive instead of reactive." 

While the director feels com-
munity policing has been effec-
tive, the MSU seminar will give 
him t h e tools to m e a s u r e and 
quantify its successes and fail-
ures. 

"We really want to see wha t 

the s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t is a t the 
national level," Santomauro said 
in regards to evaluation. 

The m e e t i n g will a l so be a 
good t ime j u s t to s w a p notes 
with other police chiefs, he said. 

"ft allows depar tmen t s to sit 
down in an academic environ-
ment and brainstorm about what 
we do in communi ty policing," 
said S a n t o m a u r o . " I t ' s an 
exchange of ideas." 

K e e p up with what's happening in your neighborhood 
— Read the Canton Observer Thursdays and Sundays 

from page A1 

"Mom, I can't find my socks!" 
feel it will be money well spent." 

Griffin w a n t s the ent i re pro-
cess wrapped up by spring. *• 

"We would l ike to have our 
new director in place by April 1," 
he commented. 

The c h a m b e r p l a n s to pay 
$38,000 to $40,000 for the job. 
Griffin said the chamber may be 
willing to go a bit above t h a t 
range. 

"If it's needed," he added. "We 
know the job market is tight." 

Acco rd ing to a Mich igan 
Chamber of Commerce executive 
1999 compensation survey, Can-
ton ' s c h a m b e r m a y h a v e no 
choice but to show its top appli-
cant the money. 

The survey polled 14 southeast 
Michigan chambers about salary 
and fr inge benef i t s . Chambers 
with similar revenues were com-
pared. 

On average, directors in posi-
t ions s i m i l a r to Canton m a d e 
$45,069 l a s t y e a r , the survey 
s a id . A h i g h of $65 ,000 w a s 
reported while a low of $30,500 
was noted. 

Farmington/Farmington Hills 
C h a m b e r P r e s i d e n t C a r l e i g h 
Flaharty said the industry stan-
dard for director's pay represents 
9 to 15 percen t of a chamber 's 
overall revenue. 

C a n t o n ' s c h a m b e r had rev-
enues of j u s t over $200,000 last 
year, officials said. rThat number 
should r i s e a s t h e . c h a m b e r 
increases i t s membersh ip and 
fund-raising activities. 

"We're at 490 right now." Grif-
fin said in terms of membership. 

Auctions set 
The s t a t e ' s d e p a r t m e n t of 

management and budget (DMB) 
bas announced the 2000 s t a t e 
surplus auction schedule. Items 
for sale are as wide - ranging as 
automobiles and lawnmowers to 
file cabinets and desks. 

Auction s t a r t i n g times are a t 
10 a.m. with an inspection period 
the day before the sale and the 
morning of t h e sale. The first 
auctions are as follows: 
; F e b . 2 6 - m i s c e l l a n e o u s 
i tems; M a r c h 28 - miscella-
neous i t ems ; A p r i l 1 - au to ; 
April 22 - miscellaneous items; 
May 13 - t ruck and equipment; 
Way 23 - miscellaneous items. 
• For location information and 
more d e t a i l s , v i s i t the DMB's 
State Surplus Property Web site 
at www.state.mi.us/dmb/, dir/auc-
tion/htm or call (517) 335-8444. 

CANTON 6 

• On average, directors in positions similar to 
Canton made $45,069 last year, the Michigan 
Chamber of Commerce survey said. A high of 
$65,000 was reported while a low of $30,500 was 
noted. 

"We'd like to be at 550 to 600. I 
don't see any reason it can't be 
hit within a year." 1 

Ambrozaitis replaced Flaharty 
as Canton ' s director. She said 
she made $34,000 a year during 
her tenure. 

The Seattle native received a 
s i zab l e r a i s e a f t e r moving to 
Farmington. 

"It was an opportunity to work 
at a larger chamber with a big-
ger staff," Flaharty added. 

She described Canton ' s as a 
"mid-sized" chamber. 

Livonia C h a m b e r P res iden t 
Rod Cr ider said d i rec tors hop 
from smal ler to larger insti tu-
t ions frequently. Bigger cham-
bers; m e a n bigger sa la r ies , he 
explained. 

In C r i d e r ' s 20 y e a r s in the 
field, for example, he ha s had 
stops in Saginaw, Mt. Clemens 
and Bristol, Tenn. 

"It's fairly common but not the 
rule," he said of such moves. "In 
order for one to progress in their 
ca reer , you have to move to a 
larger chamber." 

Nevertheless, Flaharty thinks 
Canton should be able to get an 
excellent director. 

" I t ' s a very s t ab l e chamber" 
that has successful fund-raisers," 

she commented. "But they may 
have to elevate their salary and 
benefits package to be competi-
tive." 

Novi Chamber Director Lisa 
Willard agreed. But she thinks it 
will take more than money to get 
the right person. 

"I th ink they have to have a 
clear idea of what they want ," 
said Willard. 

D i r e c t o r s , she noted , m u s t 
w e a r m a n y h a t s . P r o m o t i n g 
m e m b e r b u s i n e s s e s , h e l p i n g 
i m p r o v e t h e communi ty a n d 
overal l economic development 
are among them. 

"It's a very demanding job and 
can be very long hours ," sa id 
Willard, adding that nights and 
weekends are "not unusual. Usu-
ally people in chamber positions 
thrive on it, though." 

Griffin said Canton's chamber 
is looking for all of the qualities 
Willard mentioned. But it a lso 
wants someone who knows how 
to pu t the chamber'^ best foot 
forward. 

"The executive director has to 
be able to perform many func-
tions," Griffin said, "and be able 
to act "as an ambassador for the 
chamber." \ 

Help your child stay organized. 
Stanley Furn i tu re has storage furnishings tha t make it easy for your ch i ld to 
pick up and pu t away while helping develop organizational skills t ha t last a 
l ifetime. For more ideas on creating a safe, s t imula t ing bedroom for your 
child, s top in to see our Resource .Center, which is full of FREE helpfu l 
informat ion. Br ing your child along, too! 

N o w S a v e 3 5 % D u r i n g O u r W i n t e r Sale . 

Sl*C9l933 

Walker/ftuzenberg 
fine furniture 

240 North Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 
Mon., Thurs., Fn. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

6 Months Same As Cash, with credit approval • Salfends 2-29-00 • 

2 7 'Month 
Certificate 

6.80% APY* 

Need we say moret 
Serving those living or working in the Plymouth, 

Canton, Northville and Novi communities. 

STOP BY TODAY. 
Plymouth 

500 S. Harvey 
C a n t o n 

6355 N . C a n t o n C e n t e r 
Northville 

400 E. Main 

Plymouth Office — (734) 453-1200 

Canton Office — (734) 455-04001 

Northville Office — (248) 348-2920 
w w w . c f c u . o r g - ! 

O immunity 
Federal 

C R E D I T U N I O N 

Gift of life 
Kidney donation deepens 

bond between brothers 
By Tony Bruscatd 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruacato9oe.homecomm.net 

"It's the most beautiful gift 
I've ever received." 

That was the reaction of Ed 
Schulz, 53, of Plymouth Town-
ship only days after receiving a 
kidney t ransplant on Wednes-
day, Jan. 12, at the University 
of Michigan Hospitals. 

What made it even more spe-
cial for Schulz is that his broth-
e r , Lynn, 65, of Livonia was 
the donor. 

"I t ' s a pe r f ec t fit. It feels 
pretty good," chuckled Schulz. 

But, then in a more serious 
tone, Schulz said of his brother, 
"Sometimes you don't realize 
how close you a re because of 
distance, but mentally we a r e " 

Both brothers were recuper-
ating at the Ann Arbor hospital 
only hours after surgery. 

" I t was a l r e a d y work ing 
before they p u t it in. And, 
when I got back to the room 
af ter surgery, I could tell the 
difference." said Ed Schulz. "I 
felt invigorated. I still felt a bit 
t i r ed , but it was a d i f fe ren t 
kind of tiredness." 

.But not too t i red to take a 
walk down t h e h a l l w a y the 
next day, tied to monitors and 
IVs, to visit Lynn. 

It was a fu l l day for the 
Schulz f ami ly , a to ta l of 12 
hours from the beginning of 
Lynn ' s s u r g e r y to remove a 
kidney to the end of the recu-
perating period for Ed. 

"I feel a bit c loser to Ed 
because of the surgery." admit-
ted Lynn. "I never once doubt-
ed my decision The hospital 
put my h e a l t h above his, so 
they wouldn't have done it if I 

• 'They faced a real 
risk to their own 
health to provide life 
to another person. 
That's the most impor-
tant gift of an.' 

-Diane Schulz, 
wife of recipient Ed Schulz 

wasn't healthy." 
It was last March when Ed 

found out both his kidneys had 
s h r u n k to n o t h i n g . H i s 
lifestyle changed immediately 
as he wen t to dialysis a t St . 
M a r y ' s H o s p i t a l in L ivonia 
th ree days a week for t h r e e 
hours at a t ime day. leaving 
him exhausted. 

Along with Lynn, Ed's wife 
for 31 years, Diane, and their 
son, Paul, all were tested and 
found to be sui table donors . 
Lynn was found to be the per-
fect match. 

"We hadn ' t considered ask-
ing anyone about a transplant, 
but they (Lynn and his wife 
Delores l w e r e t h e r e a s k i n g 
when t h e y could be t e s t ed . " 
remembers Diane. "They faced 
a real risk to their own health 
to provide life to another per-
son. That 's the most important 
gift of all." 

Ed. an active Rotarian and a 
sailboat enthusiast before the 
exhaust ing hours on dialysis, 
said hell be glad to get back to 
a more normal lifestyle . 

"I'm looking forward to the 
f reedom of not having to be 
subservient to a machine." said 
Ed "It will be nice to be able 
to t r a v e l , or w h a t e v e r you 

w a n t , w i t h o u t p l a n n i n g 
months in advance." 

While Ed expects to be back 
to work in about six weeks, 
he's not out of the woods yet. 

"Your body never completely 
accepts an organ, so well con-
t i n u e to moni to r h im." said 
Maureen Fox. transplant coor-
dinator a t U-M. "However, the 
chances are better because he 
received the kidney from a liv-
ing donor, who is also a blood 
relation. Because of the genet-
ic match, we hope it will pro-
long the k idney for a long 
t ime" ' 

Ed said the real izat ion his 
life would take a tu rn for the 
better came the day before the 
operation, his last day at dialy-
sis. 

"When you s t a r t hugg ing 
people, knowing you wouldn't 
be back ... " said Ed. "I had a 
bond with pat ients and their 
siblings, and the caregivers. 
Over 10 months you develop 
lo ts of r e l a t i o n s h i p s . They 
become like family. 

"It 's a b i t tersweet moment 
because you know some others 
won't have the same opportuni-
ty." he said. "You have some 
happ ines s , but you also feel 
some gu i l t b e c a u s e you ' re 
w a l k i n g "away f rom people 
you 've go t ten to know who 
don't have the same opportuni-
ty " , 

Ed sat back in his hospital 
bed and reflected 

"You a lways feel like th is 
could never happen to you." he 
said. "And then you realize 
tha t without close family you 
might not even exist It makes 
you understand that life is pre-
cious." 

• Rate valid 2/9/00 - 2/29/00 Subject to change out nooct 
A minimum opening deposit (tf $10,000 U required 
You must Juit* or open a Community Federal checking account to qualify Additional rates and terms available 

N C U A I .Accounts are federally insured to $100,000 by the NCUA, on agency of the U S . government 

Edison offers tree planting grants 
Detroit Edison, in cooperation 

wi th the s t a t e " D e p a r t m e n t of 
Na tura l Resources, has estab-
lished a tree planting grant pro-

gram for southeastern Michigan. 
Detroit Edison, the principle 

o p e r a t i n g s u b s i d i a r y of DTE 
Energy Co is providing up to 
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A I R T O U C H ™ N A T I O N A L C A L L I N G P L A N S 

The AirTouch National Calling Plan gives you one simple 

rate. It comes with free long distance and free roaming. 

And right now, you can get $ 10 off all our National Calling 

Plans through 2000. Plans start as low as $19.99 a month 

for 100 minutes. CaH or visit us today. 
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See how eff icient shopping 
can be when the sales 

staff actually know what 
they ' re ta lk ing about . 

What does this do?... 

What does this do? 

What does this do? 

What does this do? 
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Get connected. 
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www.celbnor.com 
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44011 Ford Road 
(just east of Sheldon) 

(734) 981-7440 
Or visit us at any of our other locations: 
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\ Offer ends February 29, 2000 
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NEXTEL 
How business gets done. 

grai 
which are administered by the 
DNH Forest Management Divi-
sion U r b a n and C o m m u n i t y 
Forestry Program 

G r a n t appl ica t ions must be 
p o s t m a r k e d by Feb 25 t<» he 
given f u n d i n g cons idnra t ion 
Projects must be completed by 
Dec 31. al funds 

For a grant application and 
more information, contact the 
DNR Forest Management Divi-
s ion U r b a n and C o m m u n i t y 
Forestry Program. Box 30452, 
Lansing. MI 48909-7952. 517 
373-1275 
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NO SMALL CONSIDERATION 
When eti casing flcufrs Tot 

children in * siding parties 
consider a necklace of datMv 
blossoms thai leaves a girf s hands 
free for scattering rose petals 
Blooms ma> .aisc &e *orn as "air 
vk-eaths headbands a; bracelets 
\$ for nng bearers the> mav ruck 
pocket posies into Jheir .3cnet 
pockets. Ih« rr.tm <n -at 

wedding nosegay have pa<-te' 
colors smart blossoms ano 
beautiful ribbon streamers Olhi»-
choices include a "oiai ba or 
pomander to loop arountl a hitd s 
arm and tanofu' flower.ho.^ps yr 
garlands of greenetv and flowers 
Garlands also be finished arth 
prenv t>e»s that form atr\n<; 
handles These may be used to 
hang garlands at the attar as 
decorations durmg the redding. 
ceremony 

Have you f̂uMfed the perfect 
»e td»ng gown1 Wha* ab-r>ut the 
ideal bndal bouquet5 There are 
thousand oI ojrtmns when planning 
a weddinc and »nat vo.. need -s 
someone tc heip Tiafce < Tfam thai 
you don l miss a 'hmci Whether 
von re planmnq a wedding or |usl 
planning on bngWentng someone s 
das with a special booqu^: visit or 
caU HEIDF S ROWERS L CIFTS. 
995 Vr Ann Arbor Trail Ptymouth 
(453-5l40t February s ^at.onaJ 
Weddings *%jnth 

HINT .Mindful of '.he fart thai 
flowers speak the language of 
romance through fwdden meaning*, 
bndes-to be should ask the fkjmt fo 
formulate a subtt* rTv»*s<»ge to the 
groom m her bouquet _ 

http://www.state.mi.us/dmb/
http://www.celbnor.com
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House bills aimed at reforming unresponsive HMOs Trade mission to India opens doors for investment t 
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While Andrea Kideckel of 
Berkley waged what would be a 
five-year losing ba t t l e with 
inflammatory breast cancer, her 
huaband, Alan, skirmished with 
their managed health care insur-
ance company over payment for 
the treatments. 

Insurance companies say the 
source of such disagreements 
with customers is often traceable 
to expenses the policy is not 
intended to cover. 

"You get what you pay for," 
Eugene Farnum, executive direc-
tor of the Michigan Association 
of Health Plans, said. "It's like 
auto insurance. You can choose 
to take just PLPD. If you don't 
take collision and you get in an 
accident, then you are not owed 
that." 

But t ha t was not the case, 
according to Alan Kideckel. 

"Everything was covered, 
eventually," he said. "But not 
without a lot of f ight ing, not 
without a lot of pain, not without 
agony. When you are fighting for 
your life, you should not have to 
fight with the insurance compa-
ny, too. Many people don't know 
how to fight the insurance com-
pany. Many won't have the ener-
gy to fight when they're already 
seriously ill." 

Among the run-ins, Kideckel 
said his i n su rance company 
attempted to provide only partial 
re imbursement for expensive 
drugs even though they'd been 
approved for use to treat breast 
cancer, rejected payment of some 
MRI images taken in the same 
session with others it deemed 
covered, and disputed the dosage 

• 'There has to be 
accountability. If they 
are making decisions 
that affect the quality 
of care, they are in 
essence practicing 
medicine. They should 
be subject to the same 
liability.' 

Rep. Marc Shulman 
R-West Bloom fie Id 

of drugs given to his wife at the 
hospital. 

After his wife died in October 
1998, the hospital attempted to 
put him on a payment play for 
$1,000 worth of expenses that 
should have been covered by 
insurance. 

He was so angry thaU 6e 
formed Fighting for Victory Inc., 
a patient advocacy organization 
now pushing for reform of man-
aged health care regulations at 
the state level. 

And he'll soon get a response 
from lawmakers. House Republi-
cans are putting the final touch-
es on a new package of bills, 
which they plan to unveil short-
ly, aimed at reforming Michi-
gan's managed health care net-
works. 

Rep. Marc Shulman (R-West 
Bloomfield) has been working on 
a bill he says will "put the medi-
cal decisions back in the hands 
of the doctors instead of the med-
ical directors at the HMOs." 

His bill is aimed at improving 

Rep. Marc Shulman 

the existing state Patient Bill of 
Rights by providing an "expedit-
ed external review" for all insur-
ance companies , including 
heal th maintenance organiza-
t ions (HMOs) and prefer red 
provider organizations (PPOa). 
At present, Michigan's Patient 
Bill of Rights does allow for an 
outside appeal of coverage deci-
sions, hu t not for all insurance 
companies. Appeals regarding 
care t h a t are filed with the 
D e p a r t m e n t of Community 
Health can take up to 90 days to 
reach a decision under the cur-
rent system. 

S h u l m a n says Michigan's 
Patient Bill of Rights was not 
well publicized af ter it was 
adopted in 1997, and there has 
to be a public education cam-
paign as well to let state resi-
dents know it is available. 

His bill will also allow patients 
to sue managed hea l th care 
plans when they make decisions 

that have a detrimental effect on 
the patient. 

"There has to be accountabili-
ty ,* he said. "If they are making 
decisions that affect the quality 
of care, they are in essence prac-
ticing medicine. They should be 
subject to the same liability." 
Shulman's bill would place caps 
on awards, against insurance 
companies comparable to the 
caps placed on medical malprac-
tice awards. 

But Shulman said he believes 
the appeals process is the moBt 
important aspect, since it will 
allow a patient to receive a quick 
judgment on decisions issued by 
the insurance company. After-
the-fact lawsuits, he said, won't 
do the patient any good. 

Still, he discounted concerns 
raised by health insurance com-
panies-that liability could raise 
costs and therefore premiums. 
Similar reforms in Texas have 
not produced many additional 
lawsuits, he said. And studies 
have shown the overall effect on 
premiums of such reforms would 
be no more than 2 percent. 

Lorri Rishar, aide to House 
Speaker Chuck Perricone (R-
Kalamazoo Township), sa id 
S h u l m a n ' s proposals will be 
incorporated into a multi-bill 
package addressing managed 
care reform that is expected to 
be unveiled in the next week or 
so. Other than Shulman, which 
lawmakers will sponsor portions 
of the package is not yet clear, 
she said. But the goals will be to 
s t r e a m l i n e and improve the 
appeals process under the exist-
ing Patients Bill of Rights, have 
a consistent appeals process for 
all health plans, provide for an 
external review under one state 

agency, and conduct a public 
awareness campaign. 

The appeals process now 
under the Department of Com-
munity Heal th will be t r ans -
ferred to the Michigan Office of 
Financial and Insurance Ser-
vices. 

The package will also serve as 
the vehicle for managed care 
reforms called for by Gov. John 
Engler in his State of the State 
address . At the t ime, Engler 
called for s t r eng then ing the 
Patient Bill of Rights through a 
single external appeals process. 
He also urged adoption of finan-
cial reforms regarding managed 
care companies to assure their 
solvency over the next 20 years. 
He proposed improving the pow-
ers of the state insurance com-
missioner to identify troubled 
HMOs and t ake correct ive 
actions early. Finally, Engler 
proposed a s t a t e sponsored 
"Heal th Plan Report Card , " 
which would be issued to the 
public to assist consumers in 
selecting the best health plans. 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield has 
taken a position favoring the 
governor's solvency recommen-
dations, according to Helen Sto-
jik, director of media relations, 
but it is reserving comment on 
the remainder of the package 
unt i l the actual ly wording is 
unveiled. 

Farnum, of the Association of 
Health Plans, said his members 
favor passage of the package. 
Members in his organization are 
already subject to an external 
review of health care decisions, 

.although he admits not all insur-
ance companies in Michigan are. 

Farnum said health insurance 
companies in Michigan can 

Test Drive 
A Monte Carlo 
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already be sued under the law, 
so he sees little impact from the 
legislation. He agrees there does 
need to be accountability. He 
said he sees the largest impact 
on PPOs, which are not at pre-
sent subject to the appeals pro-
cess, and insurance programs at 
the federal level. 

Shulman noted that insurance 
companies can indeed be sued at 
present, but they can only be 
sued for the cost of the medical 
procedure denied. His bill would 
allow for suits seeking damages 
as a result of denied treatment. 

State Democrats have suggest-
ed similar proposals, but there is 
still likely to be some partisan 
wrangling over the issue. Rep. 
Laura Baird (D-Okemos), who 
sponsored House Bill 4127 to 
allow for lawsuits aga in* man-
aged care companies wi thout 
caps, accuses Shulman of steal-
ing her bill outright. 

But Shulman is cr i t ica l of 
Baird's plan. He argues that lia-
bility does little after the fact. 
Without an improved appeals 
process, liability would do little 
for the patient, he said. 

Baird said that although she 
does not favor the caps Shulman 
has proposed, some liability for 
insurance companies would be 
better than none. Still, she does-
n't expect Republicans will seek 
a compromise. 

"They don't need my vote. I 
have nothing they need," she 
said. 

Rep. David Woodward (D-
Madison Heights) has also pro-
posed a shorter appeals process 
for disputing care decisions by 
HMOs. His proposal would be to 
shor ten the c u r r e n t 90-day 
review process to 15 days. 

"I haven't been able to get it 
drafted," he said. T h e Republi-
cans are keeping them (the Leg-
islative Service Bureau) busy. 
It's not suppose to be like that, 
but it is in Lansing these days." 

Plan ahead, 
airport will 
be busy 

With dozens of area school dis-
tricts taking mid-winter breaks 
during the next several weeks, 
Detroit Metro Airport is advising 
both business and recreational 
travelers to call ahead for park-
ing conditions and give them-
selves plenty of extra time. The 
tri-county break period, which 
began Feb. 14 and runs through 
early March, makes Metro more 
crowded because the level of 
business travel stays the same, 
according to Wayne County Air-
ports Director David Katz. 

"During the past several years, 
we've noticed more travelers tak-
ing advan tage of t h e school 
breaks in February and this year 
will be no exception," he said. 

"We'll see ano ther surge in 
t ra f f ic volume dur ing spring 
break in April," Katz added. "So 
we're advising our customers to 
call the 24-hour parking hotline 
(1-800-642-1978) and give them-
selves plenty of extra time." 

The hotline, staffed by APCOA 
employees with the latest infor-
mation on parking conditions at 
Metro, will direct travelers to off-
airport lots when all on-airport 
lots get full. 

Parking conditions at the air-
port - plus a l t e rna te parking 
options - also are displayed on 
the new 30-foot-tall electronic 
Sign at Metro's entrance. 
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"Hyderabad is the Silicon Val-
ley of India," said S ta te Sen. 
Gary Peters, D-Bloomfield. 

A city with a population of 4.7 
mil l ion, it ranks as the f if th 
l a rges t in tha t country and 
se rves a s the capital of the 
region of Andhra Pradesh. Locat-
ed in C e n t r a l India , Andhra 
Pradesh is a little smaller than 
Michigan but is home to an esti-
mated 90 million residents, 10 
t imes a s many as Michigan, 
Peters noted. 

It is also the center of India's 
information technology industry. 
That fact spurred a delegation of 
Michigan lawmaker* to travel 
a round the world on an 
exp lo ra to ry t rade mission. 
Peters, along with Rep. Andrew 
Raczkowski, R-Farmington Hills, 
Paul DeWeese, R-Williamston, 
and Clarke Hansen, D-Detroit, 
visited the region last month. 
They took with them representa-
tives of the Detroit Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as officials 
from Central Michigan Universi-
ty, Eastern Michigan University, 
Oakland University and Wayne 
State University. 

Dog fees 
waived for 
volunteers 
B T M I K E MALOTT 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 

mnudott0faomecomm.net 

Volunteers who take on the 
task of raising leader dogs for 
the disabled will no longer have 
to take on the burden of license 
fees as well. 

S t a t e lawmakers voted last 
week to exempt those who raise 
and train service dogs from pay-
ing local dog license fees. They'll 
stil l have to have the dogs 
licensed, legislative aide Andy 
Schor explained, but local town-
ship and city clerks will waive 
those fees in the future under 
Senate Bill 456, sponsored by 
Sen. Gary Peters (D-Bloomfield). 

The waiver applies to dog own-
ers who raise puppies which will 
later be turned over for training 
at institutions like Leader Dogs 
for the Blind in Rochester. The 
fees may be only $5 per dog, 
Schor said, but the costs can run 
into the hundreds of dollars for 
those who raise numerous dogs. 

"We have almost 400 raisers in 
seven states," William Hansen, 
president of Leader Dogs for the 
Blind, said. "The majority is in 
Michigan. Our liigh time' raiser, 
a Lapeer resident, is now on her 
44th puppy. When raisers accept 
the obligation of raising a Leader 
Dog puppy, they also accept a 
number of financial responsibili-
ties." 

"These families give a tremen-
dous amount of thei r time to 
raising and hosting these dogs 
and also contribute many of the 
expenses incurred for the dogs' 
care. The exemption from licens-
ing would be one way for all of 
us to support the efforts of these 
dedicated individuals," Michael 
Sapp, chief operating officers of 
PawB With a Cause, said-

S t a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

The purpose was to spur trade 
between t h e two countr ies , 
Pe ters and Raczkowski 
explained. And although actual 
deals may be in the future, both 
said the trip achieved impressive 
results. 

For one, William Bassitt, vice 
president of development for the 
Detroit Chamber, signed a mem-
orandum of understanding with 
his counterpart in Hyderabad 
that will lay the groundwork for 
a sister city relationship between 
the two cities. That will facilitate 
an exchange of information and 
visitors. 

Officials from India a re 

already scheduled to come to the 
Detroit area in the next few 
months. 

Additionally, university offi-
cials were able to lay the ground-
work for distance learning and 
s tuden t exchange p rograms , 
Raczkowski said. Members of 
the delegation also include high-
ranking Indian government offi-
cials, including the Chief Minis-
ter of the region and members of 
Parliament- in Delhi. 

He even heard interest from 
an Indian firm, which already 
has a small office located in Troy 
and which would like to expand 
here, to consider the old Com-

puware building in Farmington 
Hills, once tha t company com-
pletes its move to downtown 
Detroit. 

Southeast Michigan has one of 
the la rges t concentrat ions of 
Indian immigrants in the coun-
try, Peters and Raczkowski said. 
Their interest in the tr ip was 
sphrred by constituents in their 
district who expressed interest 
in expanding trade with India. 

Victor Naidu, president and 
CEO of the Michigan-based 
Ramsoft Sys tems company, 
helped organize the t r ip and 
traveled to India with the law-
makers. 

Such international trade mis-
sions are not uncommon. Michi-
gan has an office in Hong Kong 
aimed at increasing business 
between t h e s t a t e and Asia. 
State lawmakers took a similar 
trip last year to Israel. But the 
legislators paid for the cost of 
their pwn travel, they said. No 
state money was used for the 
trip, they said. 

Peters said t h a t one of the 
highlights of the trip was that, 
following a speech he gave to 
government officials in Delhi, he 
was approached by a representa-
tive of another region, who asked 
that next time the lawmakers 

visit his area of India. 
Raczkowski said he learned of ' 

a technique the Indian govern-
ment is using to spur new busi- 5 

The government established: ^ 
incubators, or industrial build-. * 
ings where businesses can begin ** 
operations with significant tax „ 
b reaks for up to two years , . . . 
before they are required to move 
out on their own. 

As many as two thirds of new -
small businesses in the U.S. fail, 
he noted. But the Indian govern-
ment's use of incubators is hav-
ing success at creating stable . 4 
new small businesses 

approved the bill 108-0 Feb. 8. 
Senators had earlier approved 
tK» hill 37.fi AD LFWAL lawmakers 
supported the bill. The*proposal 
now awaits the governor's signa 
ture. 

Madonna sets 
Open House 

Madonns University in Livo-
nia is holding an Open House for 
prospective s tudents 1-4 p m 
Saturday. March 25. in the Take 
5 Lounge on campus 

Those attending will tour the 
campus, meet with faculty, staff 
and students, and learn about 
the more than 50 career-onented 
programs offered during the day. 
evenings and weekends. Infor-
ma t ion on f inancia l aid and 
scholarships will be available, 
and t r a n s f e r s t uden t s are 
encouraged to bnng their tran-
scripts Complimentary refresh 
menu Will be served 

For information, call Madon-
na Univers i ty ' s Admissions 
Office a t 1734*432-5339 or •-
mail: muinfoGsmtp munet edu 

Madonna University is st I 96 
and Lev an Road 

Presidents' Dav Sale 
going on now! 
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sale 29.99 
Ladies' elbow-sleeve horseshoe neck top from 

August Silk. Reg. 44 00 

sale 24.99-29.99 
Ladies' separates from relativity Reg 34 00-40 00 

SELECTION VARIES BY STOW 

30% off 
Casual dresses for ladies and petit es from 

Sweet Jessie Reg 98 00 sale 60.60. 

£ 

sale 15.99 
Bras from Olga". Vanity Fair* and Warner's* 

Reg 24.00-28 00 

25% off 
Handbags from Nine West* and Esprit* 
Reg 28 00-89 00. sals 21.00-66 75. 

sale 39.99-59.99 
Selected women's shoes and sandals Reg 49 00-79 00 

f 1 

save 150.00 
Oft the original pnee of men s regular pnead suits 

Reg 425 00-625 00 sals 275 00-475 00 
StlKTHJ* VAMS 8" STOW 

sale 24.99-29.99 
Selected men's dress shirts and neckwear 

Reg 32 00-45 00 stifcnonvwwsr. sro* 

25-30% off 
Kids apparel Reg :2 00-38 00 sale 8 40 28 50 

take an extra i 
15% off" ! 

any single sale Of ; 
clearance item 

' * , ' 1 

*10% o(1 small eleSrics and cookwsre 

good Ihursday. tobruafy 17,2000 orty 

plus, take an exlra 50% off 
selected red-lined merchandise 
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