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Smoke alert: A mobile
home fire is a tragic, time-

ly reminder that smoke
detectors save lives./A12

Back to the future: A day
at the Plymouth-Canton
Educational Park proves

you just can’t go home
again./A13

Artistic arrangement: A
Westland woman turned
one room of her senior
apartment into three com-
fortable areas./D6

Theater: The cast of “Oliv-
er!” has been working
hard to get ready for
opening night on Friday.
You won’t want to miss
this musical extravagan-
za presented by the Ply-
mouth Theatre Guild, /E1

Dining: La Shish Livonia
is open and delighting
customers who have been
fans since Talal K.
Chahine opened his first
La Shish restaurant in
Dearborn 11 years
ago./E8

Open up: Is holding an

open house worth the
effort?/F1

Ex-guard
faces trial
for rape

= SCHOOLS

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

A former Plymouth-Canton high
school security guard has decided to
face charges and stand trial in the
alleged rape of a 15-year-old Canton
High School student,

Terry Lee Barnhart, 31 of Ypsilanti,
waived his preliminary exam Monday
morning in 35th District Court. The
case will now be moved from the court-
room of Judge Ron Lowe to Wayne
County Circuit Court.

“Terry will take the opportunity to
talk with police,” said Dale Smith, the
Adrian attorney representing Barn-
hart. “He has yet to talk with them.”

According to the police report, the
student and a friend went to Barn-
hart's home on Geddes Rpad in Canton
about 25 times prior to the alleged inci-
dent. The girl told police that Barnhart
“touched (her) ... dnd kissed (her) on
every visit,”

On the night of the reported rape,
the student told police Barnhart was
giving her a back massage when he
allegedly forced himself on her

“My client denies the allegations,”
said Smith. “He doesn’t deny the girls
were at his home, but he has a young
son and they were baby-sitting. There
was no physical contact,”

Smith said there have been other
girls at Barnhart’s home who have
cared for the boy, whom Smith said is 5
or 6 years old. oy <

According to the police report, Barn-
hart told the girls to say they were
baby-sitting if any questions arose ag
to why they were at his home.

“There appears to be a lack of evi-
dence in this case,” added Smith. “It
appears to be a ‘he said, she said’ mat-
ter. The jury will have to decide who is

Please see TRIAL, A2
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Let’s twist again:
Jennifer Mathi-
son,

dad Billy get

“Twist” contest
during Friday’s
ninth annual
Daddy-Daughter
Dance sponsored
by the Knights of
Columbus. At
right, Jessica
Kramer, 7, (from
left) Samantha
Kramer, 4, and
Zoe Lauer, 4, wait

for their pictures
to be taken. For
more photos from
the event at St.
0

turn to Page A3 in
today’s Observer.
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Chamber
ups ante
in chief
search

B The next director of the
Canton Chamber of Com-
merce could sign on for a
$40,000 salary, an increase
of about 17 percent over
previous director Ryan
Ambrozaitis. ‘

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe homecomm.net

When the Canton Chamber of Com-
merce names its new executive direc
tor, it will be the third person to hold
the top seat in less than four years

That trend could be coming to an
end, however. President David Griffin
said the chamber will do what's finan
cially necessary to attract - and keep
its new director

“We're looking for the best candi
date,” he said. “We want the best per-
son for the position and we want to
make sure that person will be con ifort
able (with their salary). We're looking
for some stability.”

Ryan Ambroz
month. He served as executive director
for just 18 months

;\flvr ‘\l"il"‘ll.‘x."j'- departure

i1

LIS resigned

rmed a search committee
and Yu gan work to find his re
ment, Extensive advertising has |
done in newspapers, business an
national chambér trade publications
The chamber expects to receive more
than 100 resumes, said Griffin

The eAmwittes will screen applicants
down to the Tup two or three. An Apn
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the ch

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Education, family and a solid track
record were themes pushed by poten-
tial First Lady Laura Bugsh Monday
in Canton.

Speaking at a Rotary and Chamber

GOP front-runner George W. Bush
said her husband should be the pext
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US. president

“George is a man of firm convie-
tions-and behefs " she told a larg
gathering at Roman Forum restau-

determines a goal and follows
through with it

Please see CAMPAIGN, A3
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STAFF WRITER

A Detroit police officer could
be facing domestic violence
charges in connection with a
recent township incident.

The narcotics officer, who is
not being identified pending
charges and arraignment,
attacked his wife Jan. 30,
according to Canton police
reports.

“The case is currently under
investigation,” said Township
Police Sgt. Charles Raycraft.
| - The incident occurred at

about 10:30 p.m., reports said.
He came to the door of his 32-
year-old wife's home in the
8000 block of Honeycomb ask-

ing to use the bathroom,
reports said.

After a brief argument, the
man allegedly pushed her up
against a wall and finally to the
floor. Reports said he then

pulled out a hand gun and laid

it next to the woman’s head.

They continued to struggle '

for some time. Reports said the
officer pulled her hair and
choked her during the fight.

At one point, he picked the
Canton woman up and took her
to a bedroom. The officer then
got on top of her and began
pulling her pants down, reports
said.

Moments later, the woman
was able to grab a cordless
phone base and hit him over

Police question Detrmt
officer in local assault

the head. Reports said she was
then able to get away and the
man finally left her home at 4
am.

Reports said she was threat-
ened by her husband not to
notify authorities.

She finally did Feb. 4. The
woman suspected that her hus-
band slashed her car tire on
that date, reports said.

According to - Raycraft,
domestic violence is a misde-
meanor offense. The gun's role
in the incident could bump it
up to a more serious felony
assault charge, however.

The Wayne County Prosecu~
tor's Office would make that
detérmination, said Raycraft.
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Whether you are furnishing an entire home, one
toom , or you're in search of that one unusual
ucmxpim&mwiﬂaddadmnﬁcﬂﬂrtom

home, McLaughlin's is confident you will find
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FROM TRADITIONAL 1o CONTEMPORARY
Top grain leather sofas starting at $999

Now thru February 22, No payments, No lmerest for 6 months on all leather furnishings.”

msrp $3285 sale $1969

During our WinterSale Event enjoy savings of
25% to 50% throughout our 40,000 square foot showroom.

BEDROOMS, DINING ROOMS, ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS, HOME OFFICE, CUSTOM
- UPHOLSTERY, LIGHTING, FLOOR COVERINGS, AREA RUGS AND MORE.

‘Woman reports mailbox

theft and check fraud

A 42-year-old Canton woman

was the recent victim of fraud.
According to township ‘police
reports, checks were stolen from
the Geddes Road resident’s mail-
box in mjd-January. Since then,
several checks have been written
at area businesses totaling hun-
dreds of dollars, reports said.
Canton Police are investigat-

- ing the case.

Retail fraud

A 21-year-old Romulus woman
was arrested Sunday after trying
to steal a piece of electronic
equipment from Super Kmart on
Ford Road.

Loss prevention officers saw
the woman place a DVD player
in the bottom of her shopping
cart, reports said. She then went

GALLERY®
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* High Leg Lounger

« Leather-Match
msrp $1491 sale §799

exactly what you're looking for at their beautiful
Southgate Showroom featuring over 40,000
_ square feet of furniture treasures in hundreds of
. groupings that will invite and inspire you.
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through a check-out line, but
failed to pay for the player.

The woman was stopped by
store officers before should could
leave, reports said. Canton
Police later arrested the 21-year-
old.

Domestic violence

A 39-year-old Canton woman
was the victim of domestic vio-
lence Saturday, according:to
police reports.

The woman's ex-husband
stopped by her home to pick up
their children for a visit. Reports
said the man asked her about
using the kids as tax exemp-
tions.

She said he wouldn't be able to
do that. Reports said the man
became “very angry” and raised
his arm as if to hit the woman.

No blows were exchanged,
however. The man then left
without his children, reports
said.

Canton Police sent a warrant

" request to the Wayne County

Trial from page Al

Prosecutor’s office. It was
unclear at press time if officers
followed up on the warrant by
arresting the man.

Larceny :

A $300 car computer compo-
nent was stolen from a Plymouth
woman’s vehicle in Canton Sat-
urday, reports said. .

The 1989 Jeep Comanche was
parked at a Lotz Road home at
about 7 a.m. when a fuel injector
was stolen. The woman suspects
a former boyfriend, according to
reports.

Township Police are investi-
gating.

Numbers

The number of traffic crashes
topped the list 'of calls for service
to Canton Police for the weekend
of Feb. 11-13.

A total of 14 were recorded. No
injuries were reported from any
of the accidents, however.

Two reports of stolen cars were
made and six thefts occurred.

telling the truth.”

Smith didn’t rule out the possi-
bility of a plea bargain with
prosecutors. '

“No plea bargaing have been
offered. But, anytime you're
looking at a criminal case you
look at the pleas being offered,”
he said.

Barnhart is currently free on
$15,000 cash bond.

Canton police Detective Steve
Miller said his department
would pursue charges against
Barnhart, even if force wasn't
used, because the alleged inci-
dent involved an underage girl.
Barnhart was 29 at the time, the
teen was 15.

Miller said no other students
appear to be involved at this
time. If convicted, Barnhart

Charged:
Mark
Barnhart
(right) at
an earlier
court
hearing.

could be sentenced to up to 15
years in prison.
Plymouth-Canton school offi-
cials say they became aware of
the allegations Jan. 10, when the
girl came forward, conducted a
thorough investigation and ter-
minated Barnhart on Jan. 21.

Grant ;...

“Both of these libraries have
worked extremely hard creating
exciting technology programs for
students,” said State Sen. Loren
Bennett. “These programs not

, other

only help students learn to read,
but they open up a whole new
world to kids through books and
wonderful library
resources.”
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“He hqs clear goals for our
country.”

Michigan could be a key state
in determining whether Bush or
Arizona Sen. John McCain eap-
tures the Republican nomina-
tion.

After early primary victories,
the Texas governor has faltered
recently in states such as New
Hampshire. According to politi-
cal observers, Bush needs victo-
ries in South Carolina Saturday
and Michigan Tuesday to regain
momentum. »

Laura Bush’s Michigan jaunt
was designed to help do that.
Besides Canton, she also
appeared in Westland and Tra-
verse City. She went on to Alpe-
na, Battle Creek and
Stevensville Tuesday before
heading back home to Texas.

Michigan first lady Michelle
Engler and Secretary of State
Candice Miller joined Bush for
her township visit.

“He really is the only candi-
date, Democratic or Republican,
who has executive experience,”
said Miller. “His experience will
help move a positive agenda for
change forward.”

Bush spoke for about 15 min-
utes Monday.

She said there’s never a dull
moment with the 53-year-old
Texan. But, then, it has been
that way most of his life, Laura
Bush explained.

“When George was a Cub
Scout his mother was a den
leader,” she joked. “She told me
that’s when her hair turned

y.

Bush said she enjoys cam-
paigning for her husband, but it
can be a grind.

“People talk about the rigors
of campaigning,” she said. “It
can be tough, that's true. The
hardest part is being away from
the ones that you love.”

Laura Bush spoke at length
about education, She stressed
that school districts should have
local control and emphasized the
importance of reading.

“We know that when children
succeed in reading they can suc-
ceed in history, math and other
subjects,” she said. “Our No. 1
goal is that every child will learn

STAFY PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
Primary speech: Laura Bush speaks to Rotary Club
members Monday.

to read.”

Local leaders were impressed
with Bush.

“I thought she was a very
warm lady,” said Plymouth-Can-
ton. Community Schools’ Board
Trustee ‘Mark Slavens. “It was
nice to hear her talk about the
importance of education in this
country.”

Canton Clerk Terry Bennett, a
former teacher, agreed. She
thinks the Texas governor is the
best Republican candidate.

“George W. Bush is a
reformer,” Bennett said. “I think
he has a strong record to stand
on.

Booking time with students
on the Bush campaign trail

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER
jbrown@oe.homecomm.net

Tuesday morning, educator
Michael Holuta was still bask-
ing in the glow of a visit by
Laura Welch Bush.

Holuta, principal of Jefferson-
Barns Elementary, was pleased

_with the visit Monday of the
Texas governor's wife.

“It was a real privilege to host
Mrs. Bush. It was a great expe-
rience for our children,” Holuta
said. “They took home with
them the importanae of read-
ing.”

The visit of the presidential
candidate’s wife took prepara-
tion, but with the support of the
Wayne-Westland school superin-
tendent all came off smoothly,
he said. “The feedback has been
really, really positive.” Parents
are pleased, he said.

Laura Bush, who has degrees
in education and library science,
read to about 30 Jefferson-Barns
students in first through third
grades. During her 40-minute
visit, she read “Officer Buckle
and Gloria” by Peggy Rath-
mann.

The story highlights values

B ‘it was a real privilege to host Mrs. Bush. it
was a great experience for our children.They
took home with them the importance of reading.’

~Michael Holuta,

Jefferson Barns Elementary principal

and safety, “and was an exciting
story for the students,” the prin-
cipal said,

The school has a Literacy
Corps whose senior citizen mem-
bers work with students on
reading. Bush visited the pro-
gram, and was able to observe
seniors reading to students.

Many of the staries Monday
related to Valentine's Day
Holuta noted that Monday's
effort spanned three generations
on the importance of reading

At Jefferson-Barns, Bush
focused on reading, with less
political talk than at other
stops. Press questions she
answered did focus on politics,
Holuta said.

Michelle Engler, wife of Michi-
gan Gov. John Engler, was alsa
at Jefferson-Barns Monday

Children interacted with Bush

Monday, giggling dur\mg funny
parts of the story and asking
and answering questions, Holu-
ta said

A similar view came from
Charlotte Sherman, assistant
superintendent for general
administration for Wayne-West-
land. Sherman neted that
Bush's background in education
was evident as she interacted
with students

“It was exciting for the
school,” Sherman said. “She was
very comfortable with the kids
It was just a nice experience for
the schoolchildren

The local district is emphasiz-
ing literacy, including for young
children, and Bush's wvisit
worked well with that, Sherman
said. “It was nice that she high-
lighted that aspect of educa-
tion.”

Did you know?
8@ You can become an organ

donor by enrolling online at the
Secrétar} of State's Web site at
www s08.state mi us?

B Dorothy Dandridge was the
first black woman nominated for
an Oscar”?

8 The average number of peo
ple airborne over the U.S. in any
given hour is 61,0007

® US. Rep. dohn Conyers, D
Detroit, is the longest serving
black congressman to date

B The average tart cherry tree
yields approximately 7,000 cher
ries per year - enough for about
28 pres?

B The first black female astro
naut was Mae Jemison’

Books on tape

Here are some hooks on audio
tape available from the hibrary

B “The Bohemian Murders™ by
Dianne Day

8 “Cuba” by Stephe \1 Coonts

@ “Dark Lady” by Richard
North Patterson

B “Deadfall” by Sue Henry

@ “Death at the ( rossroads”
by Dale Furufan

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites
B www busycooks com

B www executnet com

B www lancesnacks.com
B www totallyabsurd.com
Q&A

Q: Who was
Willard?

A: Born in 1787, Emma Hart
Willard was a pioneer in higher
education for women. She was
intent on improving educational
opportunities for women and
sent her “Plan for Improving
Female Education™ to the gover-
nor of New York. In it she

described her ideal for a girls

Emma Hart

school, including the instruction
usually offered for girts of her
day (music, drawing. painting
penmanship and dancing) as
well as adding religious and
moral instruction, natural phi
losophy and domestic science

The legislature granted her a
charter for the Waterford Acade
my for Young Ladies and later
the Emma Willard School. She
assisted in the founding of a
teachers training school for girls

n Athens, Greege, 1n 1832 and

authored several textbooks on
geography, history and astrono
my

The source h forma n
18 “Chase 000 Calenda 1
}‘_1.1 ts "

Fairy tales for teens

Here are some selections that
borrow on traditron

B “At Midnight” by Jennifer
Baker

B “Teller of Tales™ by William
Brooke

B “The Magic Circle” by Donna
Jo Napoh

@ “Truly Grim Tales™ by Patr
cia Galloway

8 “Cinderella 2000" by Mavis
Jukes

An author’s take

Here are some memoirs by
well-known authors

B “This Boy's Life” by Tobia
Wolff

@ “Angela’s Ashes™ by Frank
McCourt

B “All Over But the Shoutin™ "
by Rick Bragg

B “Wars and Peace”
Quirk

B “A Monk Swimming™ by
Malachi McCourt

by Rory

Hot topic of the week

B February 18 National Cherry
Month! Peter Dougherty
bytenan

a Pres
missionary, 18 credited
g the first cherry
orchard and 1n getting the cher
rv industry

with plant:

started as a commer
cial enterprise in the Midwest
Dougherty planted a cherry
orchard in 1852 on the Old Mis
sion Peninsula near Travers:
city. His cherry trees flounshed

and the area proved to be ideal

because Grand Traverse Bay
and nearby Lake \1. higan helj
to temper Arctic winds in winter
and cool the orchards 1n sum
mer Today, there are ahout
36,000 acres of cherry trees in
Michigan and about 40 perc
of the cherry orchards are in the
Grand Traverse region Michi
gan leads the nation in the pro
duction of tart cherries, harvest
ing about three-fourths
LS. erop

@ the Canton Library 1s

iled by Laura Dorogi of the
";‘L"HJ’\ stall ,‘ ‘lt' Lithrar s
1200 8. Canton (e r F
information about hbrary p
grams and services, ra 19
99y

Dance is tribute to late co-founder

STAFY PROTOS BY PAUL BIGRSCHMANN

Funny valentine: Hannah Giaier, 2 lets out a laugh while dad Tom holds her
in the picture line during Friday’s Daddy-Daughter Dance at St. Thomas
a’Beckett Church in Canton. Ralph Difazio, one of the co-founders of the event,
dedicated the evening to the memory of his partner and co-founder Maruv
Schultz, 51, who died recentlv after a battle with cancer. About 340 people
bought tickets to this year’s event.

On the floor: Breanne Kenney of Redford

(above), 2, dances w zth dad Tom.
Bethany Swanderg, 7
dad Nelson

At left,

, gets a 1{“’ ‘rum her

These feathers
belong together.

Striking style by Tempesta
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Police department targets new gun range

net

Canton’s police department is
in the process of upgrading
training facilities.

An outdoor gun range is being
planned for Lilley Road north of
Van Born. Public Safety Director
John Santomauro said the
department has simply outgrown
its current facility.

“It's very disruptive to resi-
dents in the area,” he said of the
range, which is located adjacent
to the Department of Public
Works building on Sheldon
Road. “The new site is zoned

solidly industrial and it's near a
landfill. Our impact on the sur-
rounding neighborhood should
be insignificant.”

Officers have been practicing
at the Sheldon Road range since
1988. )

Construction on the new site
will likely begin this summer,
said Santomauro. It should take
about a year to complete, he
added.

Cost was a primary considera-

tion in choosing an outdoor

instead of indoor range. The
department will spend about
$400,000 to build the outdoor
range.

Chamber from page Al

“We'd be looking at $1 million
to $1.5 million for an indoor
facility,” Santomaury said.

An outdoor range will also
offer more flexibility, he added.

Officers will be able to practice
pistol, shotgun and long rifle
shooting. A classroom will be
included on the site as well.

“Officers will be able to take
what they've learned in the
classroom and apply it immedi-
ately on the practice range,”
Santomauro said.

Special operations teams will
usé the range for training, too. A
rappelling tower will be among
other amenities at the site, San-

feel it will be money well spent.”

Griffin wants the entire pro-
cess wrapped up by spring. -

“We would like to have our
new director in place by April 1,”
he commented.

The chamber plans to pay
$38,000 to $40,000 for the job.
Griffin said the chamber may be
willing to go a bit above that
range.

“If it’s neéded,” he added. “We
know the job market is tight.”

According to a Michigan
Chamber of Commerce executive
1999 compensation survey, Can-
ton’s chamber may have no
choice but to show its top appli-
cant the money.

The suryey polled 14 southeast
Michigan chambers about salary
and fringe benefits. Chambers
with similar revenues were com-
pared.

On average, directors in posi-
tions similar to Canton made
$45,069 last year, the survey
said. A high of $65,000 was
reported while a low of $30,500
was noted.

Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber President Carleigh
Flaharty said the industry stan-
dard for director’s pay represents
9 to 15 percent of a chamber's
overall revenue.

Canton’s chamber had rev-
enues of just over $200,000 last
year, officials said.-That number
should rise as the.chamber
inereases its membership and
fund-raising activities.

“We're at 490 right now,” Grif-
fin said in terms of membership.

“Auctions set

The state’s department of
management and budget (DMB)
has announced the 2000 state
surplus auction schedule. Items
for sale are as wide — ranging as
automobiles and lawnmowers to
file cabinets and desks.

Auction starting times are at
10 a.m. with an inspection period
the day before the sale and the
morning of the sale. The first
auctions are as follows:

-Feb. 26 — miscellaneous
miscella-
neous items; April 1 - auto;
April 22 — miscellaneous items;
May 13 — truck and equipment;
May 23 — miscellaneous items.

- For location information and
more details, visit the DMB's
State Surplus Property Web site
at www.state.mi, us/dmb/ dir/aue-
tion/htm or call (517) 335-8444,
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M On average, directors in positions similar to
Canton made $45,069 last year, the Michigan
Chamber of Commerce survey said. A high of
$65,000 was reported while a low of $30,500 was

noted.

“We'd like to be at 550 to 600. I
don’t see any reason it can't be
hit within a year.” ¥

Ambrozaitis replaced Flaharty
as Canton's director. She said
she made $34,000 a year during
her tenure.

The Seattle native received a
sizable raise after moving to
Farmington.

“It was an opportunity to work
at a larger chamber with a big-
ger staff,” Flaharty added.

She described Canton's as a
“mid-sized” chamber,

Livonia Chamber President
Rod Crider said directors hop
from smaller to larger institu-
tions frequently. Bigger cham-
bers mean bigger salaries, he
explained.

In Crider's 20 years in the
field, for example, he has had
stops in Saginaw, Mt. Clemens
and Bristol, Tenn. ;

“It’s fairly common but not the
rule,” he said of such moves. “In
order for one to progress in their
career, you have to move to a
larger chamber.”

Nevertheless, Flaharty thinks
Canton should be able to get an
excellent director.

“It’s a very stable chamber”
that has successful fund-raisers,”

£\

AiaToucu“

she commented. “But they may
have to elevate their salary and
benefits package to be competi-
tive.”

Novi Chamber Director Lisa
Willard agreed. But she thinks it
will take more than money to get
the right person.

“I think they have to have a
clear idea of what they want,”
said Willard.

Directors, she noted, must
wear many hats. Promoting
member businesses, helping
improve the community and
overall economic development
are among them.

“It's a very demanding job and
can be very long hours,” said
Willard, adding that nights and
weekends are “not unusual. Usu-
ally people in chamber positions
thrive on it, though.”

Griffin said Canton’s chamber
is looking for all of the qualities
Willard mentioned. But it also
wants someone who knows how
to put the chamber’s best foot
forward.

“The executive director has to
be ‘able to perform many func-
tions,” Griffin said, “and be able
to act'as an ambassador for the
chamber.”

tomauro said.

While facilities are being
upgraded, so too will education
in the department. a3

Santomauro and Capt. Alex
Wilson will attend.a Michigan
State University seminar later
this month focusing on commu-
nity policing.

The department went to a
community policing style four
years ago. The township is divid-
ed into four sections with specific

officers assigned to each section.

“It allows us to be more
accountable and in tune with
community needs,” said San-
tomaure. “The whole focus is to
be proactive instead of reactive.”

While the director feels com-
munity policing has been effec-
tive, the MSU seminar will give
him the tools to measure and
quantify its successes and fail-

ures.
“We really want to see what

the étate-of-the-art is at the
pational level,” Santomauro said
in regards to evaluation.

The meeting will also be a
good time just to swap notes
with other police chiefs, he said.

“It allows departments to sit
down in an academie environ-
ment and brainstorm about what
we do in community policing,”
said Santomauro. “It’s
exchange of ideas.”
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“Mom, [ can't find my socks!” \
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| Help your child stay organized.

Stanley Furniture has storage furnishings thac make it easy for your child to
pick up and put away while helping develop organizational skills that last a
lifetime. For more ideas on creating a safe, stimulating bedroom for your
child, stop in to see our Resource Center, which is full of FREE helpful
information. Bring your child along, too!

Now Save 35% During Our Winter Sale.

alker/ Buzenberg
fine furniture

e 240 North Main Screet « PLYMOUTH  (734) 459-1300
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rate. It comes with free long distance and free roaming,
And right now, you can get $10 off all our National Calling
Plans through 2000. Plans start as low as $19.99 a month
for 100 minutes. Cal or visit us today.

*19%1°29%1°69"|*99™

a month -
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agreemeni required. After 1271100, monthly sccess increases $10. National
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CANTON
44011 Ford Road

(just east of Sheldon)

(734) 981-7440
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BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thruscato@oe. homecomm.net

27-Month

“It’s the most beautiful gift
I've ever received.”

That was the reaction of Ed
Schulz, 58, of Plymouth Town-
ship only days after receiving a
kidney transplant on Wednes-
day, Jan. 12, at the University
of Michigan Hospitals.

What made it even more spe-
cial for Schulz is that his broth-
er, Lynn, 65, of Livonia was
the donor

“It's a perfect fit. It feels
pretty good,” chuckled Schulz

But, then in a more serious
tone, Schulz said of his brother,
“Sometimes you don't realize
how close you are because of
distance, but mentally we are”

Both brothers were recuper-
ating at the Ann Arbor hospital
only hours after surgery. ;

“It was already working
before they put it in. And,
when 1 gat back to the room
after surgery, I could tell the
difference,” said Ed Schulz. “I
felt invigorated. I still felt a bit
tired, but it was a different
kind of tiredness.”

.But not too tired to take a
walk down the hallway the
next day, tied to monitors and
IV’s, to visit Lynn

It was a full day for the
Schulz family, a total of 12
hours from the beginning of
Lynn's surgery to remove a
kidney to the end of the recu-
perating period for Ed

“I feel a bit closer to Ed
because of the surgery,” admit-
ted Lynn. “I never once doubt-
ed my decision. The hospital
put my health above his, so
they wouldn't have done it if |
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Need we say more

Serving those living or working in the Plymouth,
Canton, Northville and Novi communities.

STOP BY TODAY.

Canton
6355 N. Canton Center

Northville

Plymouth
400 E. Main

500 S. Harvey

Plymouth Office — (734) 453-1200 JFEA P
Canton Office — (134) 455-0400 (,’“”)m“mr\.‘
Northuille Office — (248) 348-2920 (gmes [*gdcr; ) l

www.cfcu.org
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B ‘They faced a real
risk to their own
health to provide life
to another person.
That's the most impor-
tant gift of all.’

—-Diane Schulz,
wife of recipient Ed Schulz

wasn't healthy.”

It was last March when Ed
found out both his kidneys had
shrunk to nothing. His
lifestyle changed immediately
as he went to dialysis at St.
Mary's Hospital in Livonia
three days a week for three
hours at a time day, leaving
him exhausted.

Along with Lynn, Ed’s wife
for 31 years, Diane, and their
son, Paul, all were tested and
found to be suitable donors.
Lynn was found to be the per-
fect match.

“We hadn’t considered ask-
ing anyone about a transplant,
but they (Lynn and his wife
Delores) were there asking
when they could be tested,”
remembers Diane. “They faced
a real nsk to their own health
to provide life to another per-
son. That's the most important
gift of all.”

Ed, an active Rotarian and a
sailboat enthusiast before the
exhausting hours on dialysis,
said he'l be glad to get back to
a more normal lifestyle

“I'm looking forward to the
freedom of not having to be
subservient to a machine,” said
Ed. “It will be nice to be able
to travel, or whatever you

Kidney donation deepens
bond between brothers

want, without planning
months in advance.”

While Ed expects to be back
to work in about six weeks,
he's not out of the woods yet

“Your body never completely
accepts an organ, so we'll con-
tinue to monitor him,” said
Maureen Fox, transplant coor-
dinator at U-M. “However, the
chances are better because he
received the kidney from a hiv-
ing donor, who is also a hlood
relation. Because of the genet-
ic match, we hope it will pro-
long the kidney for a long
time.”

Ed said the realization his
life would take a turn for the
better came the day before the
operation, his last day at dialy-
8i8.

“When you start hugging
people, knowing you wouldn't
be back ... “said Ed. “I had a
bond with patients and their
siblings, and the caregivers
Over 10 months you develop
lots of relationships. They
become like family

“It's a bittersweet moment
because you know some others
won't have the same opportuni-
ty,” he said. “You have some
happiness, but you also feel
some guilt because you're

walking away from people
you've gotten to know who
don’t have the same opportuni
ty."

Ed sat back in his hospital
bed and reflected

*You always feel like t
could never happen to you,” he
said. “And then you realize
that without close
might not even
you understand
cious.”

* Rate valid 2/9/00 - 2/29/00. Subject to change withowt notice

A miramum opening deposit of $10,000 is requared

You must have or open a Community Federal checking account to qualify. Additional rates and terms available )
. Detroit Edison, in cooperation

with the staté Department of
Natural Resources, has estab-

lished a tree planting grant pro-

XTIV Accounts are federally insured to $100,000 by the NCUA, an agency of the U'S. government.

gram for southeastern Michigan.
Detroit Edison, the principle
operating subsidiary of DTE

Energy Co
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$60,000 for tree planting grants,
which are administered by the
DNR Forest Management Divi

sion Urbar

Edison offers tree planting grants
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