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Ted us what you think 
To keep in touch with our readers, 

the Canton Observer is forming a 
citizen advisory panel. 

The panel will consist of eight-12 
residents and others from the Can-
ton community and will meet sever-
al times throughout the year with 
the editorial staff. Our meetings will 
focus on the content of the paper, 
what readers would like to see, 
what we're doing right and what 
we're doing wrong. 

What kind of panelists are we 
looking for? Anyone with an interest 
in what goes on in their community 
and how it's reported in the media. 

We hope to have the first meeting 
by the end of February and will meet 
quarterly after that. 

To volunteer for our panel: 

• Call Canton community editor 
Tedd Schneider, (734) 459-2700 

• e-mail him at: 
tachnefderGoe. homecomm. net 

T H E W E E K 

AHEAD 
WEDNESDAY 

Going caucusing: The 
Community Democratic 
Club of Plymouth, Can-
ton, Northville and Livo-
nia will hold an informa-
tional meeting to let peo-
ple know how to partici-
pate in the state's March 
11 Democratic presiden-
tial caucus. The meeting is 
setfari:30p.m. at the 
Plymouth Coffee Bean Co., 
884 Penniman, downtown 
Plymouth. For informa-
tion call Becky Tavarozzi, 
(734) 398-5845. 

SPECIAL SECTION 

Holy matrimony, Batman: 
How do you marry three 
daughters in four months? 
Find out in the Observer's 
"Wedding Magic" supple-
ment inside this issue. 
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It's time to find a bargain 
in today's 

HomeTown Classifieds! 
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A different kind of campaign trail 

8TA/T PHOTO B1 PAIX HnSCHNANK 

Honest Abe: Abraham Lincoln made a rare appearance at Allen Elementary jn Ply-
mouth Township Thursday, in the person of 35th District Judge Ron Lowe. Lowe, 
who is visiting five schools in the Plymouth-Canton district and two in Northville 
this year, again shaved his moustache to more closely resemble the 16th president. 
For more photos from Thursday's appearance, please turn to Page A4 in today's 
Observer. 
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Proposal 
bashed 
by local 
leaders 

• Elected officials represent ing 
Canton say a consti tutional 
amendment forcing a super major-
ity to pass state laws affect ing 
municipalit ies is a bad idea. 

BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
B d a n i e K t o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

A state constitutional amendment mandating 
a two-thirds vote of the Legislature to pass laws 
a f fec t ing "local control" would, be a mistake, 
according to state lawmakers representing Can-
ton. 

The Michigan Municipal League is spearhead-
ing a drive to put the question before voters thi-
November It must collect 303,000 signatures 
through petitions by mid-July to get the question 

P lease see PROPOSAL, A6 

Water 
main fix 
in works 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
s d a n i e l @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Canton will spend about $300,000 to 
repair aging water mains along Michi-
gan Avenue and other roads this year. 

Numerous breaks have occurred this 
winter along Lotz, Sheldon and Michi-
gan, township engineer Tom Casari 
s a i d . Rep lac ing worn o u t m a i n s 
ins tead of jus t fixing them will save 
money in the long run, he added. 

"We get more breaks in the winter 
for some reason," Casa r i said. "We 
have a very acid soil in the Michigan 
Avenue area, too. That t ends to cor-
rode the pipes and cause breaks." 

Canton t rustees recently approved 
Ayers, Lewis, Norris & May Inc. to 
design the replacement project. Work 
will be s t a r t e d and comple ted th i s 
summer or early fall, Casari said. 

The largest section of pipe, which 
c a r r i e s d r i n k i n g w a t e r , will be 
r e p l a c e d a long M i c h i g a n Avenue . 
About a 1 1/2 mile section be tween 
M >rton Taylor and Sheldon roads will 

P lease see WATER MAINS, A7 

Hot time 
Training exercise offers life-like 
experience for local firefighters 

STAFF PHOTO «T PAH. HNSNOTANN 
Heavy duty: Canton Firefighters Steve Borgelt and Bill 
Wisler rescue a "victim" during a training exercise at the 
Zap Zone on Ford Road in Canton. 

BY Scorr DANIEL 
STAFF WHITER 
s d a n i e l @ o c . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

The air was thick with smoke as fire-
f ighters Bill Wisler and Claude Gersky 
struggled to pull a 165-pound victim from 
a pitch black, burned-out office in Canton 
Thursday 

Warning sirens went off just as they got 
the victim out of the building The loud 
screeching noise signaled that each man 
was about to run out of oxygen. 

"It was fairly difficult," said VV»o'u-r. a 
rookie in the township d e p a r t n u n i . "It 
was hot and you couldn't see anything. It 
was confusing and dark." 
" Fortunately, the ""victim" in th is cast-

was a dummy The smoke was actually fog 
and the pitch black office a conver ted 
maze at Zap Zone on Ford Road 

Wisler and Gersky were among a dozen 
f irefighters to take part in an elaborate 
training drill Thursday. According to Can-
ton Fire Inspector Frank Barrett, the sun 
ulation was meant to test firefighters. 

"A lot of t imes when we go in for a 
s e a r c h we're l i t e ra l ly b l ind ." he said 
"Nine t imes nut of 10 we're unfami l ia r 

P lease see TRAINING EXERCISE, A3 

Top of the class: Fair Politics, performance 
nets 3,000 hopefuls top senator's agenda 

BY TONY BKUSCATO 1 

STAFF WRiTER 
t b r u s c a t o @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t • 

"They were coming in droves." 
T h a t was the r eac t ion of George 

Przygodski, Plymouth-Canton Schools 
d i rec tor of personnel, to Wednesday 
night 's job fair at Salem High School, 
which drew nearly 3 ,000 educa to r s 
interested in teaching throughout the 
district. 

"This really showed w h a t k ind of 
interest people have in our school dis-
trict," said Przygodski. "There certainly 
is a good perception that we have a lot 
to offer potential employees. 

"We do a lot of good with s tudents 
and the community, and I think a lot of 
people want to be part of it." 

Plymouth-Canton is looking to hire 
80-100 teachers for next year, mainly 
because of a buyout package which is 
enticing many experienced educators 
into retirement. With area school dis-
t r ic t s f ighting over the s a m e pool of 
applicants, Plymouth-Canton was hop-
ing its early job fair would stand out. 

" I t was a grea t success , q u i t e an 
e v e n i n g fo r us ," sa id P r z y g o d s k i . 

• 'This really showed what 
kind of interest people have 
in our school district. There 
certainly Is a good percep-
tion that we have a lot to 
offer potential employees/ 

George Przygodski, 
Plymouth-Canton' Community Schools 

"We're going to start looking at applica-
tions now to get a jump start " 

Typically, according to Przygodski. 
school districts don't start looking for 
app l i can t s unt i l the spring or early 
summer. However, with a dwindling 
number of teachers available, districts 
are competing heavily for the same tal-
ent. In fact, Przygodski said Farming-
ton school officials visited Wednesday's 
job fair to pick up a few hints. 

After finalizing transfers of teachers 
within the district sometime in April. 
P rzygodsk i sa id he' l l s t a r t looking 
th rough app l i ca t ions from teachers 
outside the district. 

CANTON ECONOMIC CLUB PREVIEW 

BY T E D D S C H N E I D E R 
STAFF WRITER 
U c h n e i d e r @ o e . b o m e c o m m . n e t 

Critical issues facing Michigan busi-
n e s s , t h e s t a t e ' s s u d d e n l y h e a t e d 
Republican presidential primary and 
his own tough re-election campaign are 
topics U.S. Sen. Spencer Abraham, R-
Michigan, expects to cover in Friday's 
appearance at the Canton Economic 
Club luncheon. 

Abraham s speech, still btung drafted 
late last week, will he titled "A Report 
to Michigan Citizens," said Joe Davis, 
director of communications for the sen-
ator "We expect he'll talk about things 
he h a s been able to accomplish for 
Michigan in several areas , including 
product liability reform, high technolo-
gy and lowering the tax burden " 

The noon luncheon at Canton's Sum-
mit on the Park will be hosted by the 
Canton Chamber of Commerce and co 
sponsored by Rudolph/Libbe and the 
Observer Newspapers. Tickets are $15 

U.S. San. Spencer Abraham 

for chamber members and $'20 for non 
members Reservations can be made b> 
calling the chamber at 453-4040 
by Wednesday 

Abraham si ls on the S e n a t e com 

Please ECONOMIC CLU1. A4 
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CARRIER OF THE MONTH: CANTON 

- Michae l Savon i h a s been 
n a m e d t h e C a n t o n O b s e r v e r 
Carrier of the Month for Febru-
ary. 

Michael 's route includes the 
Fairways of Pheasant Run sub-
diviaion in Canton. He has had 
the route since July 1998. He is 
t h e son of Tony and Carol and 
has one brother, Kevin, 17, who 
has a route in the same subdivi-
sion and is a former Carr ier of 
the Month. 

Michael, 14, is an eighth-grad-
e r a t Lowell Middle School , 
where he maintains an "A" aver-
age. His favorite school subjects 
are math and science. Favorite 
hobbies a re soccer, baske tba l l 
and collecting sports cards. He 
w a s named S t u d e n t of t h e 
Month for s even th -g rade r s in 
F e b r u a r y 1999 and won f i r s t 
place on the Plymouth-Canton 
J u n i o r Basketbal l Associat ion 
Bulls team. He hopes to one day 
become a physician working in 

If you want to.be a Canton 
Observer carrier, please call 
591-OSOO 

Michael Savoni 
sports medicine. 

Michael said he most enjoys 
t h e exerc ise a n d s p e n d i n g -
money his paper route provides. 
His job has also taught him how 
to save money for the future and 
how to budget money. 

" I t he lps k i d s m a t u r e and 
learn work skills for later work," 
Michael said of paper routes. 

Library board seeks 
to fill vacant seat 
BY Scorr DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
eduiiel0oe .honiecomm.net 

C a n t o n ' s Publ ic L i b r a r y is 
looking for one good person. 

I ts Board of Trustees is cur-
rently down a member with the 
recent departure of Greg Stachu-
ra. According to Library Director 
Jean Tabor, applications for the 
pos i t ion will be t a k e n u n t i l 
March 10. 

" I t ' s a to t a l ly a u t o n o m o u s 
board from the township," she 
explained. "Our trustees set poli-
cy and make all of the important 
decisions for the library." 

S t a c h u r a was in his second 
t e r m w i t h t h e boa rd . H i s 
r e p l a c e m e n t will be i n t e r i m 
until the November election. 

Board m e m b e r s se rve four -
year terms. The board is com-
prised of six Canton residents. 

Applicants must be township 
residents and U.S. citizens. 

"It helps if they're interested 
in t h e l ib ra ry ," added Tabor . 

"But there are no real qualifica-
tions. We've had everyone from 
teachers to business people and 
homemakers." 

The library board meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
T a b o r said t h e r e a r e spec ia l 
meetings occasionally. 

Meetings generally last two to 
t h r e e h o u r s . B e s i d e s policy, 
t r u s t e e s a l so s e t l i b r a r y t ax 
r a t e s , approve b u d g e t s and a 
host of other duties. 

"It's an exciting time to be on 
the board," Tabor said. 

P o t e n t i a l t r u s t e e s wi l l be 
interviewed by the board. Tabor 
said five or six applicants were 
interviewed for the last opening. 

"So f a r , " she a d d e d , "we've 
received one let ter and had an 
inquiry at our front de&k." 

Anyone wishing to be consid-
ered for the board seat should 
send a letter of interest to Chair-
man Ed Zelmanski, care of the 
Canton Public Library, 1200 S. 
Canton C e n t e r Road, Canton , 
MI, 48188. 

IS Y ( M CHILD 
HAVING TROUBLE 

MAKING THE GRADE? 
Club Z! offers affordable one-on-one 
tutoring in the comfort of your home! 

Kindergar ten -
12th. G r a d e 

• Qualified Teachers • All Subjects 
• Remedial and Enrichment Programs 

• Complimentary Evaluation 
Call For More Information: 

734-844-0078 
www.clubztutoring.com 
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• free Design Service 
• Free Estimates 
• licensed, Insured Builder 
• Numerous References 

i Superior Brick Paving 
i O u r R e p u t a t i o n I s B u i l d i n g * / 

[Specializing in: \ 
i Paver Patios, Walkways & Driveways, 
rete Removal. Replacement, or New Installation 

|Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE: 

(734) 216-4081 

Thief strikes 
homes under 
construction 

The Observer & Eccentric! SUNDAY, FEBRL'ABY 13, 2000 (C)A» 

More t h a n $1 ,000 wor th of 
equipment was stolen and dam-
ages were done to several homes 
u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n ea r ly 
Wednesday, according to Canton 
Police reports. 

A pair of dishwashers valued 
at $500 were stolen and garage 
entry doors to four homes were 
d a m a g e d , r e p o r t s s a id . The 
doors were valued a t more than 
$500. 

The homes are part of a Pulte 
H o m e s ' d e v e l o p m e n t in the 
40000 block of Fairlawn. Police 
have no suspect in the incident. 

Assault 
A 56-year-old White Lake man 

was assaul ted while on the job 
in Canton Wednesday. 

Police reports said the man got 
in to a n a r g u m e n t wi th a 33-
yea r -o ld co -worke r f rom 
Belleville. The men exchanged 
words then went outside of the 
Michigan Avenue business. 

Reports said the two continued 
to a r g u e . T h e Bel levi l le man 
then s t ruck the 56-year-old in 
the face, reports said. 

Police investigated and issued 
the 33-year-old an appearance 
ticket for March 10 at 35th Dis-

COP CALLS 

t r i c t C o u r t i n P l y m o u t h for 
assault and battery. 

Tools taken 
A 47-yea r -o ld Madison 

Heights man was the victim of 
an auto larceny Tuesday, accord-
ing to police reports. 

His 1986 van was parked in 
the lot of Home Depot on Ford 
Road when someone took a cord-
less screwgun and circular saw 
from it. The tools were valued at 
$360, reports said. 

A cell phone ($40) was also 
s to l en . Abou t $300 wor th of 
damage was done to the vehicle's 
p a s s e n g e r s i d e door, r epo r t s 
said. 

Numbers 
Traffic crashes topped the list 

for Canton Police service calls 
for the weekend of Feb. 4-6. 

A total of 21 were reported, 
b u t only one w i t h i n j u r i e s . 
Eleven larcenies occurred and 
n ine mal ic ious des t ruc t ion of 
property incidents were reported 
as well. 

Court wants volunteers 
for foster care board 

The Sta te Coui£ Administra-
t ive Off ice of t h e Mich igan 
Supreme Court is seeking volun-
t e e r s to s e r v e on t h e Wayne 
C o u n t y F o s t e r C a r e Review 
Board. 

The M i c h i g a n L e g i s l a t u r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d t h e F o s t e r C a r e 
Review Board Program in 1984 
in an effort to improve children's 
foster care p rograms through 
the state utilizing citizen review 
boards. 

The five member board meets 
one day each month to review a 
representat ive sample of cases 
of c h i l d r e n who h a v e been 
renyived from their homes and 
placed in f o s t e r c a r e due to 
a b u s e or n e g l e c t . At t h e s e 
reviews, board members inter-
view p a r e n t s , fos te r pa r en t s , 
c a s e w o r k e r s , a t t o r n e y s , and 

o the r i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s who 
may be involved in planning for 
the ward. 

Advisory r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
a re formula ted and mailed to 
the court, child welfare agency, 
prosecut ing a t to rney , paren ts 
and o ther i n t e r e s t e d par t ies . 
The purpose of the review is to 
insure tha t all agencies, includ-
ing the court, have established a 
plan for the ward and progress 
is being made toward achieving 
permanency. 

Citizens interested in volun-
teer ing for the Wayne County 

» F o s t e r C a r e Review Board 
shourd call (517) 373-1956 for an 
appl ica t ion . T h e dead l ine (or 
receiving applications is Jan. 31 
and interviews with prospective 
c a n d i d a t e s will t a k e place in 
February. 
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Affordable 
In dependent Living 

b y 
American House 

Open House 
Sunday, Feb. 1 I 

1 -4 p.m. 

One Bedroom Apartmente 
* Meals * Housekeeping * Laundry 

it Activities Transportation 
S e c u r i t y & C o m p a n i o n s h i p 

Livonia NnrthutlU 
14265 MUMlehelt fU. Come VMt U» 
Livonia, Mi 43154 At Livonia 
(734) 261-2334 (243) 449-1430 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www. American-house .com 

1 : 0 0 p.m. - 8 : 0 0 
You can enjoy a great lunch or dinner every day of the week 

— i to mmmmi 
Sandwiches • Burgers 

Steaks & Chops * Chidcen and Fish 

• C H E F S S P E C I A L T I E S * 

Dunleavy's Origina[Fish & Chips 
Chef Stan's Award-wnning Baby Back Ribs 

340 N. Main 
Plymouth 

7S4.455.S700 
O P F N 7 D A Y S 

JACK 

DUNLEAVYS 
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Training exercise from page A1 

: " 

High stepptn': The Plymouth Salem Rockettes went down to the nationals In Orlan-
do, Fla., and came home with the third-place trophy. 

Kickin' it 
Rockettes roll at Disney World 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net 

Coach Aileen Balatico knew 
las t May t h a t h e r P l y m o u t h 
Salem Rockettes dance team was 
something special. 

"Af ter t r y o u t s I - k n e w t h i s 
team had the talent, it was only 
a question of whether or not the 
girls had the dedicat ion to be 
good." said Balatico. "Well, they 
proved it." 

The Rockettes finished third in 
the nation in the high kick divi-
sion during the Universal Dance 
Association Nat ional Champi -
onsh ips at Disney World in 
Orlando. Fla 

"I had a really good feeling, 
but I didn't expect third place." 
said smiling senior Jessica San-
doval of P lymouth Township , 
who also competed in. the nation-

als as a f reshman. "1 thought 
oar routine was really original 
and we rea l ly w o r k e d well 
together . It was a lot of hard 
work and dedication, but we all 
wanted it." 

The Rockettes have qualified 
for the nationals every year since 
they last performed in 1997. But 
Bala t ico said she ' l l only take 
those squads that have a chance 
of doing well aga ins t na t iona l 
compet i t ion . And t h i s yea r ' s 
team fit the bill. 

"It's a big expense, so I want to 
make sure I have the right team 
t h a t ' s going to be d e d i c a t e d 
enough to work six days a week 
and has the talent to compete at 
the national level." said Balatico. 
"This year we certainly made a 
name for ourselves." 

The Rockettes started the trek 
to Orlando last July when they 

became Grand Champions and 
collected a first place trophy at 
the UDA dance camp at Michi-
gan State University. 

The Salem t eam then chore-
ographed t h e kick line routine 
l a s t A u g u s t , cons i s t i ng of 50 
high kicks within a two-minute-
15-second routine. 

The Rockettes also competed 
in the pompon category, finish-
ing 13th nationally. 

" W i n n i n g t h i r d was really-
awesome." said Laura Novkov, 
17. of Canton. "Once you make 
the final round you know you're 
going to p l ace , but you don ' t 
want 10th. Finishing third was 
really exciting." 

The Rocket tea routine ran he 
seen as part of the Universal 
Dance Association National 
Championships on ESPN 'Fri-
day. April 28, from 12 p.m. 

with the layout of the floor plan. 
"This is an ideal s i t u a t i o n 

because we can (closely) simu-
late a rescue" 

Zap Zone is a laser t ag and 
gaming business between Hag-
gerty and.Lil ley roads. With a 
little adjustment of maze walls 
a n d b a r r e l s , B a r r e t t sa id it 
resembled an office building. 

"We set up two courses so that 
two teams can go in at a time," 
he explained. "There's a victim 
on each side deep in the maze. 
It 's similar to an office building 
with lots of cubicles. I think it's a 
real challenge for them to get 
the victim out." 

Mission accomplished, accord-
ing to the firefighters. 

"Just trying to get the dummy 
out through those narrow walls 
was tough." Gersky said. 

Tom Battistone. a 23-year vet-
eran, agreed. 

"It was good training," he said. 
"I h a v e n ' t been in a f i re in a 
wh i l e so it w a s good to go 
through it and hone your skills." 

Finding such training opportu-
nities is rare, Barrett said. 

"It's tough for us to find facili-
ties," he added. "It's difficult to 
find a situation like this. We try 
to make it as realistic of a sce-
nario as possible." 

Zap Zone co-owner Kelly Nel-
son let the depar tment use his 
business for three days - free of 
charge. 

"We said ' s u r e ' when they 
asked . " he commented . "Any-
thing we can do to help the com-
munity and help the firefighters 
stay in tip-top shape " 

"We'd rea l ly like to do th i s 
aga in . " B a r r e t t sa id . "I t ' s an 
ideal training facility for us." 

Tra in ing sessions lasted for 
about 90 minutes. 

Firefighters paired up for their 
t r i p into the maze. Each was 
wearing full "turnout" gear, said 
Barrett. 

That included fire-protective 
suits, which he described as feel-
ing like a heavy winter coat, and 
45-pound oxygen t anks . Fire-
fighters were not allowed to use 
flashlights to help find their vic-
tim. 

"That would make it too easy." 

STA/T PWTO rr PALI I 
All done: Canton Firefighter Claude Gersky disasserii 
hies his breathing apparatus following a training exer-
cise at the Zap Zone on Ford Road in Canton. 

Barrett said. 
Firef ighters crawled through 

the maze Keeping physical con-
tact with their par tners and a 
"guide wall" is paramount in a 
search, said Barrett 

In a da rk , unfamil iar s t ruc-
ture. firefighters pick a wall to 
help guide them through a build-
ing and get back out safely. Ger-
sky said communication is key-
as well. 

"You a lways ta lk a lot." he 
said, adding that it helps extend 
oxygen supply. "If you talk you 
use less air " 

Keeping close contact with the 
wall* and a par tner helps fire-
fighters know where they're a t . 
Lt. Steve Berger said. 

"If you get more than a couple 
pt feet a p a r t . " he a d d e d . "It 
would be very easy to get sepa-
rated." 

It took most t eams be tween 
five and 10 minutes to get the 
"victim" out of the maze Gersky 
said that was a realistic amount 
of time for a search 

Berger said the s i m u l a t i o n 
was good practice But real life, 
he added, is much more difficult 
because of heat and other condi-
tions within a building. 

"Always wi th a f i r e t h e r e ' s 
more debris in the way." said 
Berger. "Wires hang from the 
ceiling or are coming out of the 
wall* 
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Reorganization plan could 
include sale of newspaper 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
t b r u 8 c a t o @ o e . h o m e c o m m . n e t 

The Community Crier newspa-
per is scheduled next Friday to 
present a financial reorganiza-
tion plan in federal court, and 
reports circulated that part of 
the s t ra tegy may come in the 
form of a sale to a Wayne busi-
nessman. 

Dave Willett, the owner of Wil-
lett Communications, confirmed 
he's had discussions With pub-
l isher W. Edward Wendover 
about buying the Crier. 

"There have been discussions. 
I can't say it's going to happen," 
said Wil le t t . "I t ' s something 
we've been weighing. Stay 
tuned." 

Willett Communications pro-
vides services such as Web site 
development, computer consult-

COMMUNITY CRIER 
ing, graphics and typesetting. 

A closed hearing was held last 
Wednesday and there were indi-
cations that Wendover might sell 
his newspaper and become a 
contract employee to run the 
daily operations. 

But when asked if next week's 
reorganization announcement 
would include the sale of his 
newspaper, Wendover said, "No, 
it will not." 

Last Oct. 21. The Community 
Crier filed to reorganize busi-
ness operations as allowed by 
s t a t e law under Chapter 11. 
Under the bankruptcy proceed-
ings, Wendover is required to 
come up with a plan to pay his 
creditors. The bankruptcy court 
filing doesn't erase the newspa-

per's debt, but allows Wendover 
to come up with a reorganization 
plan which can either be accept-
ed or rejected by the court. 

Last fall, Wendover declined to 
list the legal issues and debts 
facing him. However, Carl 
Berry, former Plymouth Town-
ship police chief who then was 
assis t ing Wendover, said the 
reorganization helped ward off a 
number of debts. 

Those debts include the costs 
associated with the $100 million 
harassment lawsuit filed by Dr. 
Tom Prose of Plymouth against 
the Crier and the city of Ply-
mouth, and a $76,000 debt owed 
to Michigan Web Press for print-
ing the newspaper. 

Economic club from page A1 

merce and judiciary committees. 
The latter has been criticized in 
recent months for holding up 
federal court appointments by 
President Bill Clinton. 

Abraham is also co-chair of the 
Senate 's high-tech task force, 
which has been dealing with fall-
out ' f rom last week's hacker 
attacks on high-profile Web sites 
like Amazon.com and E-trade. 

"We're working on pu t t i ng 
together legislation to address 
that problem and others," Davis 
said Thursday. "It's a fascinating 
area where things change very 
quickly." > - , 

While the focus of the speech 
will be Abraham's accomplish-
ments since winning election to 
the Senate in 1994 and how that 
has benefited Michigan business, 
Davis said the election and other 
issues a re bound to come up. 
either in prepared remarks or in 
answering questions from the 

• Tickets for Friday's 
luncheon and speech 
are $15 and $20. Call 
(734) 453-4040. 

floor. 
The state's presidential prima-

ry is Tuesday, Feb. 22. Abraham, 
like most of the state's Republi-
can establishment, is backing 
Texas Gov. George W. Bush. 
Bush, son of the former presi-
dent. is facing a stiff challenge 
from Abraham's Senate col-
league, John McCain, R-Arizona. 

The Michigan senator also has 
a tight race of his own to pro-
mote. Polls show Abraham in a 
closely-contested batt le with 
U.S. Rep. Debbie Stabenow. D-
Lansing. Aside from the Hillary 
Clinton-Rudolph Giuliani Senate 
race in New York, experts expect 
the Michigan Senate campaign 

to be one of the more closely 
watched races on a national level 
this fall. 

Abraham had raised $4.6 mil-
lion as of Dec. 31 and has previ-
ously said he expects to spend 
about $9 million in his re-elec-
tion effort. Stabenow raised $2.3 
million through 1999 and has kn 
additional $1.7 million in the 
fund-raising bank to date. 

Asked if the senator's Canton 
appearance was part of an effort 
to boost his profile for local vot-
ers, Davis said Abraham spends 
as much time in the state as pos-
sible when the Sena te is on 
break. 

"Obviously, it 's an election 
year," he added. 

On recent s ta tewide polls 
which show Abraham and 
Stabenow in a virtual dead heat 
he said: "Any time you run in 
Michigan you're going to have a 
tough fight." 
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History comes alive at Allen 

STAFF PHOTOS BY PALT HLTOCHMAV. 

Spellbound: Corwin Stout of 
Plymouth, 10, (from left) 

Ashley Heard of Plymouth, 
10, and Nicole Gambrell of 
Canton, 11, listen intently 

to Judge Ron Lowe as he 
plays Abraham Lincoln 

Thursday at Allen School. 
At right, Lowe talks to stu-

dents at the start of the pre-
sentation, which he said 

hasn't changed:much from 
his debut of a year ago. 

This year Lowe emp 
"respect, responsibility and 

caring." The same princi-
ples of the Character 

Counts program that the 
schools employ. 

Cheerleaders finish 12th in nation 
The Plymouth .Salem varsity 

cheerleaders competed iri the 
National High School Cheer-
leading Championsh ip l a s t 
weekend in Orlando, Fla., fin-
ishing 12th natipnaily. 

The past four years the Ply-
mouth Salem cheerleaders have 
finished 10th, 11th, 12th and 
12th in national competition. 

It's the e ighth consecutive 
year the varsity has competed in 

the nationals. 
Preliminary competition was 

held on Saturday, with the top 
12 teams advancing to the finals 
on Sunday. 
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Metro denies traffic problem report 
BY RICHARD PEAKL 
STAFF WRITKR 
rpearlGoe.hoinecomfn.net 

Spokesmen for both Metro Air-
port and the Wayne County 
Roads Department said Friday 
tha t , contrary to a published 
report, there should be few traf-
fic problems for passengers get-
ting to and from the new Mid-
field Terminal. 

In a related issue. a Wayne 
County judge ruled in favor of 
the airport in a dispute with a 
contractor over Metro's decision 
to re-bid a-runway project adja-
cent to the new terminal. 

A Detroit daily said Friday 
that, because widening of a por-
tion of Eureka Road on the south 
side of the airport won't be done 
unt i l a f t e r the new t e rmina l 
opens in December 2001, there 
will be major traffic congestion. 

But both Michael Conway, air-
port director of public informa-
t ion, and John Roach of t h e 
roads department said ,access to 

the new terminal from the south 
already is assured because most 
of it will come from 1-275 and 
Eureka, and tha t Eureka has 
already been widened to four 
lanes from the interstate east to 
the new south entrance to the 
airport. 

"We don't see where the con-
troversy is here," said Conway. 
"This (I-275/Eureka access) is 
going to alleviate the traffic con-
gestion." 

He said the road leading 
directly to the terminal - known 
as the south access road - is 
already completed from Eureka 
to beneath the crosswind runway 
and that the next stretch, to the 
front of the terminal, has been 
financed and is under construc-
tion. 

All that remains, Conway said, 
is the section running from there 
north to Rogell Drive and the. 
existing terminals. That linkup, 
expected to be at the Green 
Parking Lot next to the L.C. 
Spiith Terminal, is under design. 

Eventually, when the south 
access links to Rogell, passen-
gers will be able to enter the air-
port for any of the te rmina ls 
from either 1-94 or 1-275, Con-
way said. "I don't know of any 
other airport that you can enter 
e i ther end of off two different 
freeways," he added. 

No funding problems are 
expected, Conway said: "The 
s t a t e clearly recognizes the 
importance" of the project. 

Traffic from 1-94 heading for 
the new terminal, which will be 
exclusively for Northwest Air-
lines, is expected to head west to 
1-275 and south to Eureka , 
Roach said. 

Although Eureka is only two 
lanes from Middlebelt west to 
the south access road, recon-
structing it - planned for 2002 -
"should not be such a big deal 
because the overwhelming 
majority of traffic is coming from 
the west," Roach said. 

Nevertheless, he said, "1 think 
our engineering staff is trying to 

look at ways to move it up to 
next year if possible," possibly by 
finding a way for the county to 
pay for it and then be reim-
bursed by the state later. 

"But t ha t ' s something we'd 
have to see if we could do," 
Roach added. 

Regarding the controversy 
over the new north-south run-
way servicing the new terminal, 
Conway said Wayne County Cir-
cuit Judge Kathleen Macdonald 
upheld on Friday morning the 
county's right to reject all bids. 

"She said we were doing the 
right thing because the project 
had changed enough" from the 
ini t ia l design to war ran t its 
being re-bid, Conway said. 

The original $66 million bid 
accepted from John Carlo Inc. of 
Clinton Township in November 
was rejected because Northwest 
Airlines said the design was not 
what it had agreed to. Conway 
said. 

New bids will be opened on 
Tuesday. 

Engler panel releases education report 
B Y M I K E M A L O T T 
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE 
m m a l o t t @ h o m e c o m m . n e t 

Low- and middle-income fami-
lies would get additional help 
putting their youngsters through 
college if the recommendations 
of the Michigan Commission on 
Financing Postsecondary Educa-
tion are adopted. 

The commission's final report, 
released last week, outlined four 
recommendations for considera-
tion by the Legislature. 

• Crea te a Postsecondary 
Access Student Scholarsh ip . 
PASS would cover all tuition and 
fees for s tudents from low-
income families needed to get an 
associate's degree. 

• Create an education savings 
plan. Although Michigan already 
has the Michigan Educa t ion 
Trust, the commission found it is 
mainly used by those in the 
higher-income levels. Combining 
a savings plan with tax deduc-
tions would help those in the 
middle-income brackets. 

• Provide incentives to institu-
t ions t h a t keep thei r t u i t ion 
hikes below the rate of inflation. 

• Create a "one-stop shopping-
Internet site to provide students 
with easy access'to information 
about colleges and careers. The 
site would include college appli-
ca t ions and informat ion on 
financial assistance and plan-
ning. 

The commission was charged 
with the task of reviewing 
financing of higher education by 
(Vv. John Engler last Septem-
ber. Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus 
served as the chair. The five-
member panel also included 
Keith Pret ty , pres ident of 
accountancy and bus iness 
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Administration at Walsh Col-
lege; Deloitte and Touche Vice 
Chairman Richard Gabrys; 
Lansing Communi ty College 
President Dr. James Anderton; 
and Grand Valley State Univer-
sity Financial Aid Director Ken-
neth Fridsma. 

The commission concluded 
that while there, is an increased 
need for higher educat ion in 
today's more technologically-ori-
ented workplace, s ign i f ican t 
obstacles still stand in the way 
of students from lower-income 
families who are trying to get a 
degree. 

"Students from some low-
income families lack necessary 
social and economic incentives to 
pursue postsecondary educa-
tion." the report concluded. "For 
now. the commission hopes to 
make postsecondary education 
as affordable for as many stu-
dents as possible. The commis-
sion understands this step, in 
and of itself, will not address all 
barriers facing low-income stu-
dents." 

Despite the fact that Michigan 
has a program in place to help 
low-income students, many are 
not aware of the program. 

Under the PASS program, 
scholarships would cover tuition 
while students pursue associate 
degrees. Students would have to 
take and pass the Michigan Edu-
cation Assessment Program test 
to qualify. The program would be 
targeted to families making less 
than $40,000 per year. 

The commission found that 
middle-income families, those 
making over $40,000, are ineligi-
ble for current grants and must 
rely on student loans to finance 
education. The resul t is tha t 
many students leave college hav-
ing accumulated enormous 

debts 
For those middle-income fami-

lies, the commission proposed 
combining an educational sav-
ings plan with tax deductions 
and matching grants. Families 
t ha t make less than $80,000 
could put money away tax 
deferred until the students begin 
college When wi thdrawn, it 
would be taxed at the student's 
income tax rate. 

The report also notes that 
tuition rates have increased on 
average 52 percent at colleges 
throughout the state in the last 
10 years. 
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Schoolcraft offers 
flexible class option 

Persona wishing to 
upgrade thei r computer 
skills whoae schedules won't 
accommodate regular class-
room instruction have a new 
option - Open Entry/Open 
Exit classes at Schoolcraft 
College. The classes are 
aimed at individuals 
who can work inde-
pendently and com-
plete course assign-
ments without being 
in a t r ad i t i ona l 
classroom setting. 
• Computer Orien-
ta t ion , - CIS 105, and 
Microsoft Office -97, CIS 120. 
are self-paced and designed 
so s t u d e n t s can learn at 
home, at alternate locations 
or in the college's computer 
labs. Students may register 
for these credit cour«es now 
through March 17 and can 
complete them any t ime 
thrpugh April 27. 

Although the instructors 
offer no traditional classroom 

Aimed at 
individuals 

who can work 
independently 

lectures or scheduled class 
mee t ings , they will meet 
with each student who regis-
ter* to present the course syl-
labus, discuss course expec-
tations. identify assignment 
d r o p o f f and pick-up loca-
tions and explain testing pro-

- cedures. 
They will monitor 

progress through 
course assignments, 
project completions 
and tests Instruc-
tors will be available 
in the Applied Sci-

ence Computer Lab on Fri-
days to help students and at 
the Radcliff Center Comput-
er Lab Wednesday a f t e r -
noons In addition, there will 
be tutors on hand Saturdays 
at Radcliff. 

For more information, call 
Cheri Holman at <7341 462-
4400 ext. 5ll '2. Schoolcraft 
College is at 18600 Haggerty 
Road, between Six and Seven 
Mile roads, just west of 1-275. 

For The 21st Century by Herbert M. Gardner. D.D.S 
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after the> ncru r W e r e located at 19471 
M e r n m a n Ho ad w h e r r we r f a lways 
h a p p v t o discuss i m p r o v i n g your smile, 
a n d thus, y o u r totai loe.-ng o» sel l-esteem 
We re cu r rency accep t ' - a new patw-r.ft 
c a l l 4 78 2 1 1 0 l o K h e d u i e a n 
appo in t ment Smiles are our 

L I V O N I A V I L L A G E D E N T A L 
1 9 1 7 1 M E R R I M A N • L A / O N I A 

(248) 478-2110 
PS ' V u * * of bondmg material n " t x t J TOiTOteaprrfa match-v*!-- t*>r pf-e--' i w 

ALL • NIGHT SKATE 
Saturday, Feb. 19, 2000 7:30-7:00 a.m. 

CONTESTS • PRIZES • DANCING 
Admission: $ 2 0 . 0 0 

Includes: Admission. Hungrv Howies Pizza. Pop. 
Donuts. Juice & 11 12 hours of skating 

Skate Renta!: $ 2 . 0 0 
^Blade Rental: $5 .< 

8611 RONDA 
CANTON 

734-459-* 

$ 5 0 OFF 
AIR 

DUCT 
CLEANING 

Valid t h r u 
V I S - O O 

7 s e " " = l v * 

COMMUNITY 
< • COMFORT 

SERVICE 

734-453-2230 
A B'ugDcv Sprvre Co 

H E A T I N G • P L U M B I N G • C O O L I N G 

(734) 522-f350 

mailto:tbru8cato@oe.homecomm.net
mailto:mmalott@homecomm.net
http://www.evola.com
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Proposal from page A1 

on the ballot. 
"The p roposa l is abso lu te ly 

illegal a n d uncons t i tu t iona l ,* 
said S t a t e Senator Loren Ben-
nett, R-Canton. "It can't possibly 
stand." 

State Rep. Bruce Patterson, R-
Canton, agrees. 

"The (proposal) language I saw 
is an overreach," he said, "and 
totally inappropriate." 

Currently, a simple majority is 
all that 's required to pass legis-
lation. 

Michigan Municipal League 
seeks to ra i se the s t anda rd to 
t w o - t h i r d s for any law t h a t 
"intervenes in the municipal con-
cerns, property or government of 
a city, village, county, township 
or any municipal authority." 

Municipal League leaders say 
the amendment ' s purpose is to 
s top issue-by- issue erosion of 
local control. School reform and 
municipal employee residency 
r e q u i r e m e n t s a r e i s sues t h a t 
have fueled the "local control" 
debate. 

"There has been a lot of rum-
bling about it over the last five 
or six years," Canton Supervisor 
Tom Yack said. "1 think the Leg-
i s l a t u r e h a s b r o u g h t on the 
movement." 

Cit ies , he added, have been 
the biggest supporters of a two-
thirds vote. 

Detroit Mayor Dennis Archer, 
for example, strongly supports 
the amendment. State lawmak-
ers drew his ire by striking down 

residency laws last December. 
For his part , Yack sees both 

sides of the argument. 
He thinks the Legislature has 

gone too far in certain instances. 
Regulat ion of 18-wheel t rucks 
provides an illustration. 

The township" currently hands 
out t ickets to trucks exceeding 
we igh t l imits and others wi th 
safety violations. It means about 
$200,000 in revenue each year 
for Canton. 

L a w m a k e r s , acco rd ing to 
Yack, are considering changing 
how ticket revenue is distribut-
ed. The end result would leave 
the township out in the cold, he 
said. 

Such a move would force Can-
ton to stop t ruck enforcement 

s imply because it would lose 
money, Yack said. He thinks it 
would lead to less safe roads. 

"The r e a l i t y is t h a t ho one 
would pick up the (enforcement) 
slack," Yack commented. 

Despite such frustrations, he's 
not ready to fully back Michigan 
Municipal League's proposal. 

"I need some more information 
before I'd s ign on to it ," sa id 
Yack. "I understand what they're 
doing. But I'm not sure it's the 
right way to do it." 

Patterson is more definite. He 
thinks the proposed amendment 
is plain wrong. 

While he was elected by the 
people of Canton and others in 
the 21st House District, Pat ter-
son says he and his colleagues 

have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to all 
Michigan residents. Legislation, 
in other words, can't be done on 
a town-by-town basis. 

Pa t te r son cited residency as 
an example. 

"It's an issue of morality," he 
commented. "I don't t h ink any 
municipality has a right to tell 
people where to Uve." 

Bennett doesn't think the pro-
posal will fly. The amendmen t 
would retroactively go into effect 
March 1 if it were approved by 
vo te r s in N o v e m b e r , he 
explained. 
i T h a t ' s i l legal , a cco rd ing to 
B e n n e t t . All l e g i s l a t i o n 
approved between March and 
November would be affected, he 
added. 

"You simply can't retroactively 
make someth ing illegal," Ben-
nett said. ' 

Whi le h e ' s no t in favor of 
amending Michigan's Constitu-
tion, he is in favor of staying out 
of local government's business as 
much as poss ib le . Somet imes 
he's asked to help, however. 

"We're f r e q u e n t l y asked to 
i n t e r v e n e , " B e n n e t t s a i d , 
"because ( town leaders ) don ' t 
want the local heat." 

In short, he doesn't think the 
system needs fixing with a con-: 
stitutional amendment. 

"We can' t win every bat t le ," 
Bennett said. "But I I believe we 
have a f ine s y s t e m now wi th 
home rule. Lots of decisions are 
made locally." 

OBITUARIES 

LEGAL NOTICE 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 

P U B L I C TEST O F T H E UNILECT PATRIOT 
ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM 

FOR T H E FEBRUARY 22, 2000, GENERAL ELECTION 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE: A public teat of the Patriot Electronic Voting System 
will t ake place a t 9:00 a.m., on Thursday. February 17. 2000, in the Clerk's 
Office at Plymouth Township Hall. 42350 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth. 
Michigan 48170. for the Presidential Primary Election scheduled for 
February 22. 2000 Phone » 354-3224. 

The public is invited and encouraged to attend. 

MARILYN MASSENGILL. CMC 

Clefk. Charter Township of Plymouth 

Publ»h February 13.2000 

CITY O F PLYMOUTH 

VOTING MACHINE ACCURACY TESTING 

"hie City of Plymouth will be conducting an accuracy test on their optical 
scan voting equipment for the upcoming Pr imary Election to be held 
Tuesday, February 22.2000 
Any person interested in attending this testing procedure is invited to do so 
The scheduled da te is Wednesday, February 16. 2000 a t 2:00 p.m. at 
Plymouth City Hall, 201 S Main Street , Plymouth. MI 48170. 
If there are any quesUns. plese feel free to contact the Clerk's Office at 453-
1234 x 234 or 225 

LINDA J. LANGMESSER. CMC/AAE 

City Clerk 

Pubinh Frbruary 13, 2000 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
LEGAL NOTICE 

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION ON TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 22 ,2000 

Notice is hereby given tha t a Presidential primary election will be held in 
the Char te r Township of Plymouth. Wayne County, Michigan, on Tuesday, 

^Februa ry 22. 2000, from 7:00 a m until 8:00 p.m 
^ i m p l i c a t i o n s for absentee ballots for Charter Township of Plymouth 
a J J I g i s t e r e d voters, may be requested from the Clerk's Office at 42350 Ann 

Arbor Road. Building No. 3, Plymouth. Phone number 354-3224 or 354-
3228. Absentee ballots will be delivered to qualified absentee voters in 
person a t the Clerk's Office from 8:00 a m., to 2:00 p.m., on Saturday. 
February 19. On Monday. February 21, absentee voters may receive their 
ballots and vote them in the Clerk's Office until 4:00 p.m. 
All polling places in the Township of Plymouth are accessible to the elderly 
and the handicapped 

Polling places are as follows: < Please note tha i the Township precinct 
locations or precinct numbers may not coincide with your school district 
precinct location or number*. 
PHABTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH 
Precinct 1 Farrand School 

Precincts 2 & 8 Friendship Station 
Allen School 
Tbwnship Clerk's Office 
Bird School 
West Middle School 

Precinct 3 
Precinct 4 
Precinct 5 
Precinct 6 
Precinct7 
Precinct 9 
Precinct 10 
Precinct 11 
Precinct 12 
Precincts 13 & 16 
Precinct 14 
Precinct 15 
Precinct 17 

41400 Greenbriar 
42375 Schoolcraft 
11100 Haggerty Road 
42350 Ann Arbor Road 
220 N. Sheldon Road 
44401 Ann Arbor Trail 

United Assembly of God Church 46500 N Temtcnal Road 
Church of the Nazarene , 45801 Ann Arbor Road 
Fiegel School 39750 Joy Road 
First Baptist Church 45000 N. Territorial 
Pioneer Middle School 46081 Ann Arbor Road 
Liihaan C h i d i of the Risen Chnst 46250AnnAito- Read 
Isbister School 9300 Canton Center Road 
First United Methodist Church 45201K Territorial Road 
North Ridge Church 49555 N. Territorial Road 

MARILYN MASSENGILL, CMC 
Clerk, Charter Township of Plymouth 

Publish Pebruery 10 and U . 2000 

Q U A N T A R N D T 

Private services were held for 
Grant Arndt, 92, of Canton. 

He was born Sept. 25, 1907, in 
Holly, Mich. He died Feb. 4 in 
Taylor. He was an accounting 
manager at Petroleum. 

S u r v i v o r s include his wife , 
Ruth Arndt of Canton; one son, 
Alan (Gloria) Arndt of Canton; 
four grandchildren. 

Memorials may be made to the 
donor's choice. 
RUTH L URTON 

Services for Ruth L. Urton, 78, 
of Cherokee Village, Ark., (for-
merly of Plymouth) were Feb. 10 
at the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home , P lymouth wi th p a s t o r 
J a m e s Hoff officiating. Burial 
was in Wash tenaw Memor ia l 
Park, Ann Arbor. 

She was born Jan. 5, 1922, in 
"T ivon la . 15he died Feb . 5 in 
C h e r o k e e Vil lage, Ark . S h e 
worked as an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
officer for the government. She 
came to the Plymouth communi-
ty in 1926 from Livonia. She 
w a s a m e m b e r of S t . P a u l ' s 
Evangel ical Lu theran Chur ch 
and Peace Lutheran Church in 
Arkansas. She was treasurer of 
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 ' 

"What You Ought to Know About Living Trusts" 
(What you don't knou could cost your family thousands of dollars!) 

f you own * h o m e . . .or you have assets worth at leatt 
•100 ,000 . . -you owe it to yourse l f -and your fami l j r - to get 
the facts on l iving trusts If you th ink you're protected 
with a s imple Wi l l . , think again. . . A Wil l imsranutr that 
your esrate will go rhrough probate, which means that your 
family may not be able to take possession of your estate for 
many months , o t even years! 

Plus, if your estate a over "675,000. your family may owe 
estate raxes which could amount to 3 7 - 5 5 ® . 

This means that your family may have to sell some 
assets just to pay the estate taaes! 

A living trust avoids all this by avoiding probate and 
minimizing estate raxes Plus, a living trust will protect 
your estate if you become incapacitated during your lifetime 
by avoiding a conservatorship This means that your estare 
will be managed as you see fit. not as a coun-appointed 
guardian tees fit. 

To find out more about the benefits of living trusts, 
at tend one of these free seminars . . . 
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Superior Township from 1971 to 
1984. She was active in several 
c lubs and o r g a n i z a t i o n s in 
Cherokee, Ark. 

She was preceded in death by 
her two sons, Thomas Clifford 
Ur ton and D o n a l d C h a r l e s 
Urton. Survivors include her 
husband. Alber t of A r k a n s a s ; 
one step-son, J a m e s (Barbara) 
Urton of Marblehead, Ohio; two 
sisters, Esther Merryfield of Ply-
mouth. Evelyn LeFever of Ply-
mouth; two brothers, Edwin Ash 
of Plymouth, Russell (Virginia,) 
Ash of Plymouth; th ree grand-
children; five grea t -grandchi l -
dren. 

Memorials may be made to St. 
Pau l ' s Evange l i ca l L u t h e r a n 
Church, Livonia. 

J O H N R. M A C D I A R M I D 

Services for J o h n R. MacDi-
armid, 74, of Canton were Feb. 
12 at L.J. Griffin Funeral Home, 
Canton with the Rev. Larry Betz 
officiating. 

He was born J a n . 4, 1926, in 
Wyandotte. He died Feb. 9. He 
worked in s e r v i c e r e p a i r for 
Detroit Edison. 

He was preceded in death by 
his son, Brian; and one grand-

ch i ld . S u r v i v o r s i n c l u d e his 
wife, La Verne; one d a u g h t e r , 
Pamela (Terry) Campbel l ; one 
son, John ; one s i s t e r , Majorie 
Millar; and five grandchildren. 
C A R M E L A ( N E L L I E ) P A N Z I C A 

Services for Carmela (Nellie) 
Panzica, 95, of Plymouth were 
Feb. 12 at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church with t h e Rev. 
Doc Ortman officiating. 

She was born May 19, 1904 in 
Pi t ts ton, Pa. She died Feb. 9. 
She was a homemaker. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Phillip. Survivors 
include three daughters, Mary J. 
(Albert) Kopack, Rose (Loren) 
McDonald, Josephine A. (Leo) 
Karczewski; two sons. Samuel 
M. and Raymond P. (Marilyn); 
four sisters; 16 grandchi ldren; 
and 13 great-grandchildren. 
F L O R E N C E ELIZA W I L L I S P L A N T 

Serv ices for F lo rence El iza 
Willis P l an t , 92, of Yps i l an t i 
were Feb. 10 a t t h e Doug la s 
Memorial Chapel of t h e Fi rs t 
Congrega t iona l C h u r c h , Ann 
Arbor, Burial will be in Wood-
slee, Ontario, Canada at a later 
time. 

She was born J u n e 12, 1907. 

NOTICE TO THE CITIZEN OF 
T H E CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 

A D O P T E D PROGRAM FOR U S E O F * 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FOR 2000 -

The citizens of the City of Plymouth. Michigan are hereby advised tha t 'the 
Plymouth City Commission held a public hearing at the regular meeting on 
February 7, 2000. to h e a r public comments on t h e ' u s e of t he 2000 
Community Development Block Grant funds, in accordance wi th Federal 
regulations. On February 7. 2000. afler consideration of t he information 
presented dur ing the hearing, the City Commission adopted the following 
programs for the use of these funds 

1. Senior Programs: 
a. Senior Citizen Van Driver $24,000 
b. Senior Citizen Van Dispatcher $4,000 
c. Senior CiUzen Chore Service $4,000 
d. Senior Citizen Newsletter $2 000 

$34,000 
2. Old Village Improvements $19,000 
3. ADA Public Building Compliance $8,000 
4. Administration $3.Q0Q 

TOTAL $62,000 

LINDA LANGMESSER. CMC/AAE 
City Clerk 

Puhtuh February 13. 2000 

She died Feb. 7. She was pre : 

ceded in death by her daughter. 
E l la M a r g a r e t P l a n t Hawes : 
Survivors include his daughter? 
Shirley Ann (Robert) Southgate 
of Ann Arbor ; five grandchi l -
dren, Ruth Anne Southgate Otto 
(Charles), J ane Elizabeth South -
gate Held (Richard), Sara Mar-
g a r e t S o u t h g a t e McCormick 
( P a t r i c k ) , W i l l i a m K e n n e t h 
Hawes III (Lisa), Robert Ernest 
Hawes; six great-grandchildren; 
Stephanie Held, William Held, 
Rober t H e l d , H e a t h e r Held . 
Ryan McCormick , A lexande r 
McCormick. 

M e m o r i a l s m a y be made to 
Arbor Hospice, 2366 Oak Valley 
Drive, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103. 

J O H N M . Y O U N O 

Services for John M. Young. 
72, of South Lyon (formerly of 
P lymouth) w e r e Feb. 9 at St . 
P a t r i c k C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . 
Brighton wi th the Rev. Dan J 
McKean officiating. Burial was 
in Holy S e p u l c h r e Cemete ry . 
Southfield. 

He was born J a n . 17, 1928. 
He died Feb. 6 a t St. J o s e p h 
Mercy H o s p i t a l . He was an 
act ive m e m b e r of St . Pa t r i ck 
Ca tho l i c C h u r c h and t h e 
Knights of Columbus Brighton 
Council. He enjoyed golf, play-
ing with his grandchildren and 
v o l u n t e e r i n g a t St . Vincent 
DePaul, Houghton Lake. Prior 
to his retirement in 1990 he had 
been employed by the Burroughs 
Corp. for 33 years. 

He was preceded in death by 
his son, Mark Young; and one 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r , Er ica Young. 
Survivors include his wife, Ruth; 
10 c h i l d r e n , D i a n e (Dan ie l ) 
Gav in , L i n d a Ca lo ia , Ma>cia 
(Doug) Mer i thew, Mary (Joel) 
Posuniak, Karen (Bruce) Turner, 
Joseph (Susan) Young, Gretchen 
(Jay) Lawton, Craig, Paul and 
Cynthia Young; 23 grandchil-
d r e n ; and m a n y nieces and 
nephews. 

Memor ia l s may be made in 
Mr. Young's name to St. Vincent 
DePaul or t h e American Heart 
Association. 

You can help make a dream 
come true for 65 young 

musicians! 
Thurston High School's 1999-2000 Honors 

Band has received an invitation to play In 

Carnegie HaU! 

The National Band Festival has invited the 65-

member Thurston Honors 

Band to travel to New 

York City by charter bus 

with their band director, 

Edward J. Lucius, for a 

scheduled performance 

on Friday, April 21,2000. 

The invitation to Carnegie Hall and the 

performance by these talented young musicians 

(one of 9 bands from 77 bands nationwide) reflects 

a positive image for our school system, our 
community, our county and our state. 

—Our goal o£ S6S,QQ0, when read" 

once-in-a-lifetime experience a reality. 
We read so much 

these days about what 
is wrong with our 
schools and our young 
people. Here is 
something very right! 

Please show your support with a contribution to 
make sure our Thurston Honors Band has a 
wonderful Carnegie Hall experience. 

DONATION CARD 

MA/ to 

T H U R S T O N H I G H B A N D B O O S T E R S 

P.O. BOX 40S32 
REDFORD, Ml 4B239 

A N N P P S S 7 I P 

D A Y T I M E T E L E P H O N E 

P U t A M ACCEPT MY IAX OCDUCTlBL£ DONATION OF: 

$10 $20 $30 $ 5 0 . $ Other 
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Students experience learning in a 'rain forest 
B Y S U E M A S O N 
8TAFT WfUTXR 
gmMon#oeJ)oaiecomm.net 

Brandon King didn't know he 
needed help from a shaman who 
determined the Memorial Ele-
men ta ry School s tuden t had a 
scratchy throat. 

"Maybe I should mix you a 
s p e c i a l d r ink?" t h e s h a m a n 
asked. 

Brandon shook his head no, so 
the shaman asked him to hold 
his stick, lift his right foot and 
right arm and waved his hands 
over him before reaching in h is 
sack and pulling out what both-
ered him. 

The smoking pit in the center 
of the room flashed and popped 
as the shaman tossed another 
student's problem into the fire. 

It was a bit of the magic that 
the s h a m a n - actually Nelson 
Pea r son of Wildlife Sa fa r i s in 
C a n t o n - used to cap tu re the 
attention of students during his 
hou r - l ong p rogram about t h e 
rain forest and the animals tha t 
live there. 
. "My goal isn't to be a circus 
act, but to give them a message," 
Pearson said. "I try to put infor-
mation in my presentations." 
* For J u s t i n "J.R.* Goins, t h e 
experience included an experi-

ment with the medicine bag of 
bravery. Jus t in followed Pear -
son 's instruction to t ap on t h e 
bo t tom of the bag a f t e r t h e 
shaman had placed a fake cock-
roach in it. 

When the bag grew heavy, he 
was instructed to turn it inside 
o u t . T h e fake cockroach h a d 
turned into the live, extra-large 
var ie ty from Madagasca r and 
sent students scurrying. 

"The shaman first puts on a 
big show, then goes to a tree and 
uses the bark to scrap off some 
s a p t h a t he s p r e a d s on t h e 
tongue," Pearson said. "The sap 
d r i v e s worms f rom t h e 
intestines. It seems like magic, 
b u t i t ' s t h e knowledge t h e 
s h a m a n has learned f rom t h e 
rain forest." 

Learning time 
The magic show over, Pearson 

set about showing and l e t t i n g 
the students touch a variety of 
d e n i z e n s from ra in f o r e s t s 
around the world. 

Tropical rain fores ts can be 
found between t h e Trop ics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, an imagi-
n a r y b a n d in t h e e q u a t o r i a l 
region of the world where, when 
intersecting with a continent, an 
area that gets 100 or more inch-

es of rain a year - a rain forest -
could exist. 

With the average tree stand-
ing 200 feet high, the rain forest 
ha s four levels: t h e floor, the 
under story where t h e largest 
concentration of an ima l s lives, 
the canopy and t h e e m e r g e n t 
growth a t t h e very top of t h e 
trees. 

As Pearson ta lked about the 
loss of the rain forests to slash-
and-burn farming, eco-prospect-
ing (drilling for oil) and mining 
for d i a m o n d s , e m e r a l d s and 
gold), students were either cring-
ing or enthra l led wi th African 
millipeds as thick and long as 
hot dogs, the palm-sized ridge 
back frog and brilliantly colored 
starburst conure. 

"The r idge back i s n ' t t h e 
biggest frog for a ra in forest ," 
said Pearson. "The biggest is an 
Af r i can G o l i a t h f r o g t h a t is 
about three feet long. Usually, 
when they get tha t big, they're 
carnivorous." 

He introduced his red tail boa 
constrictor and an albino python 
with a dash of s h o w m a n s h i p , 
shooting snakes from a can at 
his audience and squirting them 
with a plastic t a r an tu l a before 
producing the real thing. 

Star attraction 

3 u t the show stopper was l V 
year-old Sabertooth, a Siberian 
lynx. He overshadowed the dos-
ing act, an armadillo. 

While not native to a tropical 
rain forest, the lynx can be found 
in t e m p e r a t e r a in fo res t s like 
Olympic N a t i o n a l F o r e s t in 
Wash ing ton s t a t e , which ge ts 
100 inches of r a in and snow a 
year. 

" C a t s wi th a s h o r t t a i l a re 
jumpers, cats with a long tail are 
runners," said Pearson trying to 
get Nie cat to jump. "He's differ-
ent." 

Weighing a b o u t 70 pounds , 

Pearson hefted the lynx onto his 
s h o u l d e r , g i v i n g s t u d e n t s m 
chance to touch his hind quar-
ters. 

"I liked the lynx," said Brent 
Zapczynski af ter the program. "I 
like big an ima l s , not the li t t le 
ones, and I like ferocious ones." 

Classmate David Hilbert also 
liked the lynx -A dog enthusiast, 
he also found t h e cat 's brown 
and white coat colorful. 
" "Yeah, the lynx is the star of 
the show," said Pearson, who has 
50-60 a n i m a l s he uses in h i s 
shows. "I've had him here before. 
He ' s a f a v o r i t e t h a t I a lways 

bring back." 
P e a r s o n s t a r t e d Wildl i fe 

Safaris in 1992 after working for 
another company. He also does 
sea shows, featuring morey eels 
and giant crabs. His goal is to 
one day have his own private zoo 

"I l ike do ing t h e s e because 
anyone can keep an exotic ani-
mal, but w h a t people forget is 
t h a t in Michigan we live in a 
temperate zone," he said. 

People interested in Pearson's 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s can call h im a t 
(734)454-1833. 

Water mains from page A1 

he replaced. 
"Those pipes are 30 years old 

plus," Casari said. 
The engineer said it's not easy 

.work. Casari said there's a risk 
of causing further damage to the 
s y s t e m or c o n t a m i n a t i n g t h e 
water supply. 

"A lot of factors go into it," he 
added. 

Water mains can last up to 60 
years. Soil conditions can short-
en that time, said Casari. 

Despi te the b reaks . C a n t o n 
residents and businesses haven't 
experienced ex tended p e r i o d s 
without water. 

"We usually get breaks fixed 
in a couple of hours , " C a s a r i 
said. 

The township 's las t replace-
ment p rogram took place two 
yearB ago. Work again focused 
on Mich igan A v e n u e . C a s a r i 
thinks this latest round of work 
should solve the problem - for 
awhile. 

"That will reduce the amount 
of repairs we have to do in that 
area greatly." he commented. 

Friends of Eloise meet on third Tuesday 
- At one time. Eloise was a self-
c o n t a i n e d vi l lage in N a n k i n 
Township Behind its gates lived 
t h o u s a n d s of Wayne County 's 
mentally ill, tubercular an'd indi-
gent residents. It was a humani-
t a r i a n effort to serve those in 
need. 
I Most of its buildings have been 
demolished. While much is gone. 

Eloise still lives in the rttinds of 
those who lived or worked there. 
A group called the F r i e n d s of 
Eloise is now forming to pre -
serve these memories for fu ture 
generations. 

T h e F r i ends of Elo ise wi l l 
meet 7 p.m. the third Tuesday of 
every month at the Rowe House. 
37025 Marquette, west of Wayne 

Road in Weatland.For informa-
tion, including additional direc-
t ions. call Jo J o h n s o n , cha i r -
woman of the Westland Histori-
cal Commission, a t (7341 522-
3918. 

Anyone wishing more informa--
tion on the E lo i se m u s e u m 
should call Frank Rembisz. fc734) 
727-7373. 
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