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_ | Proposal
bashed

y local
| leaders

B Elected officials representing
Canton say a constitutional
amendment forcing a super major-
ity to pass state laws affecting
municipalities is a bad idea.

_Tell us what you think

To keep in touch with our readers,
the Canton Observer is forming a
citizen advisory panel.

The panel will consist of eight-12
residents and others from the Can-
ton community and will meet sever-
al times throughout the year with
the editorial staff. Our meetings will
focus on the content of the paper,
what readers would like 10 see,
what we're doing right and what
we're doing wrong.

What kind of panelists are we
looking for? Anyone with an interest
in what goes on in their community
and how it’s reported in the media,

We hope to have the first meeting
by the end of February and will meet
quarterly after that,

To volunteer for our panei:
« Call Canton community editor
Tedd Schneider, (734) 459-2700
* Og e-mail him at:
tschnelder@oe.homecomm.net

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

THE WEER

L : . A state constitutional amendment mandating

é o e R ; STAYY PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN a two-thirds vote of the Legislature to pass laws

Honest Abe: Abraham Lincoln made a rare appearance at Allen Elementary.in Ply- f:i‘o;é’:r’\: gy Iff\"[“,:lvikf,,‘f”ff‘tj,,b”fiej‘“ it
mouth Township Thursday, in the person of 35th District Judge Ron Lowe. Lowe, . ) o S gl

who is visiting five schools in the Plymouth-Canton district and two in Northville
this year, again shaved his moustache to more closely resemble the 16th president.
For more photos from Thursday’s appearance, please turn to Page A4 in today’s
Observer. ' :

Water
main fix
in works

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

The Michigan Municipal League is spearhead
ing a drive to put the question before voters this
November. It must collect 303,000 sig
through petitions by mid-July to get the question

Please see PROPOSAL, A6

| Hot time .
Training exercise offers life-like
experience for local firefighters |

STAFF WRITER ®
. sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

natures

WEDNESDAY

Going caucusing: The
Community Democratic
Club of Plymouth, Can-
ton, Northville and Livo-
nia will hold an informa-
tional meeting to let peo-
ple know how to partici-
pdte in the state’s March
11 Democratic presiden-
tial caycus. The meeting is
T fw‘g’:BO m. al the

‘ Plymouth Coffee Bean Co.,
884 Penniman, downtown
Plymouth. For informa-
tion call Becky Tavarozzi,
(734) 398-5845.

The air was thick with smoke
fighters Bill Wisler and Cle
struggled to pull a 165-pound vi
a pitch black, burned-out office in Canton
Thursday

Warning sirens went off just as they got
the victim out of the building. The loud
screeching noise signaled that each man
was about to run out of oxyvgen

“It was fairly diff)
rookie in the township departmen
was hot and you couldn’t see anjy
was confusing ¢ dark.”

" Fortunately, the “victim™ in thi
was a dummy. The smoke was actua
and the pitch black office a convert
maze at Zap Zone on Ford R
‘isler and Gersky were |

Canton will spend about $300,000 to
repair aging water mains along Michi-
gan Avenue and other roads this year

Numerous breaks have occurred this
winter along Lotz, Sheldon and Michi-
gan, township engineer Tom Casari
said. Replacing worn out mains
instead of just fixing them will save
money in the long run, he added.

“We get more breaks in the winter
for some reason,” Casari said. “We
have a very acid soil in the Michigan
Avenue area, too. That tends to cor-

" rode the pipes and cause breaks.”

Canton trustees recently approved
Ayers, Lewis, Norris & May Inc. to
design the replacement project. Work
will be started and completed this
summer or early fall, Casari said.

The largest section of pipe, which
carries drinking water, will be

~ SPECIAL SECTION

_Holy matrimony, Batman:
How do you marry three
daughters in four months?
Find out in the Observer’s
“Wedding Magic” supple-
ment inside this issue.

jeult,” said W r. a

sfighters to take part

ulation wa

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

replaced along Michigan Avenue Heavy duty: Canton Firefighters Steve Borgelt and Bill \,.;;t,-lgl_“.,\. R il
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= == | Top of the class: Fair Politics, performance

nets 3,000 hopefuls

top senator’s agenda

A e AT SR T SIS L S
g . B ‘This really showed what | CANTON ECONOMIC CLUB PREVIEW
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net \

kind of interest people have

trict,” said Przygodski. “There certainly ' “We're going to start looking at applica- #ppearance
It’s time to find a bargain is a good perception that we have a lot tions now to get a jump start.” ( 1-\=t' hf‘n’ heon
. , to offer potential employees Typically, according to Przygodski braham'’s speech, s g drafted
- '8 / f i ki ik : Ranoy
in t(}da,} s “We do a lot of good with students schoal districts don't start looking for Al A Report
HomeTown Classifieds! and the community, and I think & lot of applicants until the spring or early 0 Michigan ( Davis
people want to be part of it.” summer. However, with a dwindling ‘1“"’*'\“@ n 1on he s¢
Plymouth-Canton is looking to hire number of teachers available, districts ator. “We expect he'll talk about hing

“They were coming in droves.”

That wag the reaction of George
Przygodski, Plymouth-Canton Schools
director of personnel, to-Wednesday
night's job fair at Salem High Schvol,
which drew nearly 3,000 educators
interested in teaching throughout the
district

“This really showed what kind of

interest people have in our school dis-

80-100 teachers for next year, gpnainly
because of a buyout package which is
enticing many experienced educators

in our school district. There
certainly is a good percep-
tion that we have a lot to
offer potential employees.’
George Przygodski,

Plymouth-Canton' Community Schools

are competing heavily for the same tal
ent. In fact, Przygodski said Farming
ton school officials visited Wednesday's

BY TEDD SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER
tschneider@oe. homecomm.net

Critical issues fating Mich
ness, the state’s suddenly he:
Republican presidential primary and
his own tough re election campaign are
topics U.S. Sen, Spencer Abraham, R
Michigan

he has been able te ac
Michigan in several areas
product liability reform

Friday's

hish for

including

{

high technolo

> f ¥ \
into retirement. With area school dis-  job fair to pick up a few hints gy and imwr.'m,r the tax I»:‘H‘Afl"u 'l‘ : %
tricts fighting over the same pool of After finalizing transfers of teachers The noon luncheon at Canton’s Sum 1 .« ‘ Lo st L T
applicants, Plymouth-Canton was hop within the district sometime in April mit on the Park ‘-A‘i:l.!u- hosted by the : | “vl‘uu ’ i % ! I !
ing its early job fair weuld stand out Przygodski said he'll start looking Canton Chamber of ( e and '5‘ : q H 1 o
“It was a great success, quite an  through applications from teachers sponsored .t«\ Rudolph/Libbe and 1';.‘ braha:
evening for us,” said Przygodski. outside the district Observer Newspapers. Tickets are $15 — Please sce ECONOMIC CLUB, A4
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Michael Savoni has beén

named the Canton Observer .
Carrier of the Month- for Febru-

ary.

Michael's route includes the
Fairways of Pheasant Run sub-
division in Canton. He has had

the route since July 1998. He is’

the son of Tony and Carol and
has one brother, Kevin, 17, who
has a route in the same subdivi-

sion and is a former Carrier of
- the Month.

Michael, 14, is an eighth-grad-
er at Lowell Middle School,
where he maintains an “A” aver-
age. His favorite school subjects
are math and science. Favorite
bobbxes are soccer, basketball

and collecting sports cards. He
was named Student of the
Month for seventh-graders in
February 1999 and won first
place on the Plymouth-Canton
Junior Basketball Association
Bulls team. He hopes to one day
become a physician working in

‘i you want to be a Canton

Observer carrier, please call

Michael Savoni
sports medicine. - -
Michael said he most enjoys
the exercise and spending-
money his paper route provides.
His job has also taught lnm how
tomemmeyfortheﬁnmre and
how to budget money.

* “It helps kids matur,e and
learn work skills for later work,”
Michael said of paper routes.

Library board seeks

to fill vacant seat

Canton’s Public Library is
looking for one good person.

Its Board of Trustees is cur-
rently down a member with the
recent departure of Greg Stachu-
ra. According to Library Director
Jean Tabor, applications for the
position will be taken until
March 10.

“It's a totally autonomous
bosard from the township,” she
explained. “Our trustees set poli-

"¢y and make all of the important

decisions for the library.”
Stachura was in his second

term with the board. His

replacement will be interim

. until the November election.

Board members serve four-
year terms, The board is com-
prised of six Canton residents.

Applicants must be township
residents and U.8. citizens.

“It helps if they're interested
in the library,” added Tabor.

“But there are no real qualifica-
tions. We've had everyone from
teachers to business people and
homemakers.”

The library board meets on the
third Wednesday of each month.
Tabor said there are special
meetings occasionally.

Meetings generally last two to
three hours. Besides policy,
trustees also set library tax
rates, approve budgets and a
host of other duties.

“It's an exciting time to be on
the board,” Tabor said.

Potential trustees will be
interviewed by the board. Tabor
said five or six applicants were
interviewed for the last opening.

“So far,” she added, “we’ve
received one letter and had an
inquiry at our front desk.”

Anyone wishing to be consid-
ered for the board seat should
send a letter of interest to Chair-
man Ed Zelmanski, care of the
Canton Public Library, 1200 S.
Canton Center Road, Canton
MI, 48188.

Thief strikes
homes under
construction

More than $1,000 worth of
equipment was stolen and dam-
ages were done to several homes

under construction early
Wednesday, according to Canton
Pohee reports.

A pair of dishwashers valued
at $500 were stolen and garage
entry doors to four homes were
-damaged, reports said. The
doors were valued at more than

Thehomesmpartofa Pulte
Homes’ development in the
40000 block of Fairlawn. Police
have no suspect in the incident.

Assault

A 56-year-old White Lake man
was assaulted while on the job
in Canton Wednesday.

Police reports said the man got
into an argument with a 33-
year-old- co-worker from
Belleville. The men exchanged
words then went outside of the
Michigan Avenue business.

Reports said the two continued
to argue. The Belleville man
then struck the 56-year-old in
the face, reports said.

Police investigated and issued
the 33-year-old an appearance
ticket for March 10 at 35th Dis-

B COPCALLS

trict Court in Plymouth for
assault and battery.

Tools taken

A 47-year-old Madison
Heights man was the victim of
an auto larceny Tuesday, accord-
ing to police reports.

His 1986 van was parked in
the lot of Home Depot on Ford
Road when someone took a cord-
less screwgun and circular saw
from it. The tools were valued at
$360, reports said.

A cell phone ($40) was also
stolen. About $300 worth of
damage was done to the vehicle’s
passenger side door, reports
said.

Numbers

Traffic crashes topped the list
for Canton Police service calls
for the weekend of Feb. 4-6.

A total of 21 were reported,
but only one with injuries.
Eleven larcenies occurred and
nine malicious destruction of
property incidents were reported
as well

Court wants volunteers
for foster care board

The State Court Administra-
tive Office of the Michigan
Supreme Court is seeking volun-
teers to serve on the Wayne
County Foster Care Review
Board.

The Michigan Legislature
established the Foster Care
Review Board Program in 1984
in an effort to improve children’s
foster care programs through
the state utilizing citizen re'new
boards.

The five member board meets
one day each month to review a
representative sample of cases
of children who have been
rempved from their homes and
placed in foster care due to
abuse or neglect. At these
reviews, board members inter-
view parents, foster parents,
caseworke.rs, attorneys, and

other interested parties who
may be involved in planning for
the ward.

Advisory recommendations
are formulated and mailed to
the court, child welfare agency,
prosecuting attorney, parents
and other interested parties.
The purpose of the review is to
insure that all agencies, includ-
ing the court, have established a
plan for the ward and progress
is being made toward achieving
permanency.

Citizens interested in volun-
teering for the Wayne County
Foster Care Review Board
should call (517) 373-1956 for an
application. The deadline for
receiving applications is Jan. 31
and interviews with prospective
candidates will take place in
February.
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High steppin’: The Plymouth Salem Rockettea went down to the nationals In Orlan-
do, Fla., and came home with the third-place trophy.

Kickin’ it

Rockettes roll at Disney World

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe. homecomm.net

Coach Aileen Balatico knew
last May that her Plymouth
Salem Rockettes dance team was
something special

“After tryouts I.knew this
team had the talent, it was only
a question of whether or not the
girls had the dedication to be
good,” said Balatico. “Well, they
proved it.”

The Rockettes finished third in
the nation in the high kick divi-
sion during the Universal Dance
Association National Champi-
onships at Disney World in
Orlando, Fla

“] had a really good feeling,
but T didn't expect third place,”
said smiling senior Jessica San-
doval of Plymouth Township,
who also competed in the nation-

als as a freshman. *I thought
our routine was really original
and we really worked well
together. It was a lot of hard
work and d( dication, hut we all
wanted it.”

The Rockettes have qualified
for the nationals every year since
they last performed in 1997. But
Balatico said she'll only take
those squads that have a chance
of doing well against national
competition. And this year's
téam fit the bill

“It’s a big expense, so [ want to
make sure I have the right team
that’s going to be dedicated
enough to work six days a week
and has the talent to compete at
the national level,” said Balatico
“This vear we certai 1\
name for ourselves.”

The Rockettes started the trek
to Orlando last July when they

made a

~

" FurCaravan

v Dance

became Grand Champions and
collected a first place trophy at
the UDA dance camp at Michi-
gan State University.

The Salem team then chore-
ographed the kick line routine

st August, consisting of 50
high kicks within a two-minute-
15-second routine

The Rockettes also competed
in the pompon category, finish-
ing 13th nationally

“Winning third was really
awesome,” said Laura Novkov,
17, of Canton. “Once you make
the final round you know you're
going to place, but you don’t
want 10th. Finishing third was
really exciting.”

The Rockettes ro

of the U

utine

een as part
Association National
Championships on ESPN Fri
April 28, from 1-2 p.m.

day,

- he explained. “There’s

Training exercise ;.. ..

with the layout of the floor plan.

“This is an ideal situation
because we can (closely) simu-
late a rescue.”

Zap Zone is a laser tag and
gaming business between Hag-
gerty and Lilley roads. With a
little adjustment of maze walls
and barrels, Barrett said it
resembled an office building.

“We set up two courses so that
two teams can go in at a time,”
a victim
on each side deep in the maze.
It's similar to an office building
with lots of cubicles. I think it's a
real challenge for them to get
the victim out.”

Mission accomplished. accord-
ing to the firefighters

“Just trying to get the dumm\
out through those narrow walls
was tough,” Gersky said

Tom Battistone, a 23-year vet-
eran, agreed.

“It was good training,” he said
“l haven’t been in a fire in a
while so it was good to go
through it and hone your skills.”

Finding such training opportu-
nities is rare, Barrett said.

“It’s tough for us to find facili-
ties,” he added. “It’s difficult to
find a situation like this. We try
to make it as realistic of a sce-
nario as possible.”

Zap Zone co-owner Kelly Nel-
son let the department use his
business for three days — free of

charge
“We said ‘sure' when they
asked,” he commented. “Any-

thing we can do to help the com-
munity and help the firefighters
stay in tip-top shape.”

“We'd really like to do this
again,” Barrett said. “It's an
ideal training facility for us."

Training sessions lasted for
about 90 minutes

Firefighters paired up for their
trip into the maze. Each was
wearing full “turnout™ gear, said
Barrett

That included fire-protective
suits, which he described as feel
ing like a heavy winter coat, and
45-pound oxygen tanks. Fire
fighters were not allowed to uss
flashlights to help find their vic-
tim

“That would make it too easy,”

STAPY PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN

All done: Canton Firefighter Claude Gersky disasserin-.
bles his breathing apparatus following a training exer-
cise at the Zap Zone on Ford Road in Canton.

Barrett said

Firefighters crawled through
the maze. Keeping physical con-
tact with their partners and a
“guide wall” is paramount in a
search, said Barrett

In a dark, unfamiliar struc-

ture, firefighters pick a wall to

help guide them through a build-
ing and get back out safely. Ger
sky said communication is key
as well

“You always talk a lot,” he
said, adding that it helps extend
oxygen supply. “If vou talk you
use less air.”

Keeping close contact with the
wall’and a partner helps fire-

fighters know where they're at,

Lt. Steve Berger said

“If you get more than a couple
of feet apart,” he added, “It
would be very easy to get sepa-
rated.”

It took most teams between
five and 10 minutes to get the .
“victim” out of the maze. Gersky
said that was a realistic amount
of time for a search

Berger said the simulation
was good. practice. But real life,
he added, is much more difficult
because of heat and other condi-
tions within a building

“Always with a fire there's
more debris in the way.,” said
B(r'r" “Wires hang from the

.1;, or are coming out of the
v.nl

“:a‘W“g-isg_fr;,,f?‘ v,
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Reorganization plan could

include sale of newspaper

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

The Community Crier newspa-
per is scheduled next Friday to
present a financial reorganiza-
tion plan in federal court; and
reports circulated that part of
the strategy may come in the
form of a sale to a Wayne busi-
nessman.

Dave Willett, the owner of Wil-
lett Communications, confirmed
he's had discussions with pub-
lisher W. Edward Wendover
about buying the Crier.

“There have been discussions
[ can't say it's going to happen,”
said Willett. “It’s something
we've been weighing. Stay
tuned.”

Willett Communications pro-
vides services such as Web site
development, computer consult-

ing, graphics and typesetting.

A closed hearing was held last
Wednesday and there were indi-
cations that Wendover might sell
his newspaper and become a
contract employee to run the
daily operations.

But when asked if next week's
reorganization announcement
would include the sale of his
newspaper, Wendover said, “No,
it will not.”

Last Oct. 21, The Community
Crier filed to reorganize busi-
ness operations as allowed by
state law under Chapter 11.
Under the bankruptcy proceed-
ings, Wendover is required to
come up with a plan to pay his
creditors. The bankruptcy court
filing doesn't erase the newspa-

C|u b from page Al

COMMUNITY CRIER

per’s debt, but allows Wendover
to come up with a reorganization
plan which can either be accept-
ed or rejected by the court.

Last fall, Wendover declined te
list the legal issues and debts
facing him. However, Carl
Berry, former Plymouth Town-
ship palice chief who then was
assisting Wendover, said the
reorganization helped ward off a
number of debts.

Those debts include the costs
associated with the $100 million
harassment lawsuit filed by Dr.
Tom Prose of Plymouth against
the Crier and the city of Ply-
mouth, and a $76,000 debt owed
to Michigan Web Press for print-
ing the hewspaper.

Economic

merce and judiciary committees.
The latter has been criticized in
recent months for holding up
fedéral court appointments by
Pregident Bill Clinton.

Abraham is also co-chair of the
Senate’s high-tech task force,
which has been dealing with fall-
out! from last week’s hacker
attacks on high-profile Web sites
like'Amazon.com and E-trade.

“We're working on putting
together legislation to address
that problem and others,” Davis
said Thursday: “It's a fascinating
area where things change very
quickly.”

While the focu« of the speech
will be Abraham’s accomplish-
ments since winning election to
the Senate in 1994 and how that
has benefited Michigan business,
Davis said the election and other
issues are bound to come up,
either in prepared remarks or in
answering questions from the

B Tickets for Friday's
luncheon and speech
are $15 and $20. Call
(734) 453-4040.

floor

The state’s presidential prima-
ry is Tuesday, Feb. 22. Abraham,
like most of the state’s Republi-
can establishment, is backing
Texas Gov. George W. Bush.
Bush, son of the former presi-
dent, is facing a stiff challenge
from Abraham’s Senate col-
league, John McCain, R-Arizona.

The Michigan senator also has
a tight race of his own to pro-
mote. Polls show Abraham in a
closely-contested battle with
U.S. Rep. Debbie Stabenow, D-
Lansing. Aside from the Hillary
Clinton-Rudolph Giuliani Senate
race in New York, experts expect
the Michigan Senate campaign

to be one of the more closely
watched races on a national level
this fall.

Abraham had raised $4.6 mil-
lion as of Dec. 31 and has previ-
ously said he expects to spend
about $9 million in his re-elec-
tion effort. Stabenow raised $2.3
million through 1999 and has an
additional $1.7 million in the
fund-raising bank to date.

Asked if the senator’s Canton
appearance was part of an effort
to boost his profile for local vot-
ers, Davis said Abraham spends
as much time in the state as pos-
sible when the Senate is on
break.

“Obviously,
year,” he added.

On recent statewide
which show Abraham

it’s an election

polls
and

Stabenow in a virtual dead heat _

he said: “Any time you run in
Michigan you're going to have a
tough fight.”

if you're eligible for Medicare, you could be hearing this a lot...

STAPY PEOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Spellbound: Corwzn Stout of
Plymouth, 10, (from left)
Ashley Heard of Plymouth,
10, and Nicole Gambrell of : - e

Canton, 11, listen intently § : 52 S
to Judge Ron Lowe as he | 3 « ‘
plays Abraham Lincoln
Thursday at Allen School.
At right, Lowe talks to stu-
dents at the start of the pre-
sentation, which he said
hasn't changed much from
his debut of a year ago. -
This year Lowe emp ;
“respect, responsibility and
caring.” The same princi-
ples of the Character
Counts program that the
schools employ.

asiZed

Cheerleaders finish 12th in nation

The Plymouthk Salem varsity The past four years the Ply- the nationals

cheerleaders competed in the
National High School Cheer-
leading Championship last
weekend in Orlando, Fla., fin-
ishing 12th natignally.

mouth Salem cheerleaders have
finished 10th, 11th, 12th and
12th in national competition.
It's the eighth consecutive
year the varsity has competed in

Preliminary competition was
held on

12 teams advancing to the finals

Saturday, with the top

on Sunday
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Metro denies traffic problem report

BY RICHARD PEARL
STAFF WRITER
rpeari@oe.homecomm.net

Spokesmen for both Metro Air-
port and the Wayne County
Roads Department said Friday
that, contrary to a published
report, there should be few traf-
fic problems for passengers get-
ting to and from the new Mid-
field Terminal.

In a related issue, a Wayne
County judge ruled in favor of
the airport in a dispute with a
contractor over Metro's decision
to re-bid a-runway project adja-
cent to the new terminal

A Detroit daily said Friday
that, because widening of a por-
tion of Euréka Road on the south
side of the airport won’t be done
until after the new terminal
opens in Décember 2001, there
will be major traffic congestion.

But both Michael Conway, air-
port director of public informa-
tion, and John Roach of the
roads department said access to

Engler panel releases education report

BY MIKE MALOTT
HOMETOWN NEWS SERVICE
mmalott@homecomm.net

Low- and middle-income fami-
lies would get additional help
putting their youngsters through
college if the recommendations
of the Michigan Commission on
Financing Postsecondary Educa-
tion are adopted.

The commission’s final report,
released last week; outlirted four
recommendations for considera-
tion by the Legislature

B Create a Postsecondary
Access Student Scholarship
PASS would cover all tuition and
fees for students from low-
income families needed to get an
associate's degree

B Create an education savings
plan. Although Michigan already
has the Michigan Education
Trust, the commission found it is
mainly used by these in the
higher-income levéls. Combining
a savings plan with tax deduc-
tions would help those in the
middle-income brackets.

B Provide incentives to institu-
tions that keep their tuition
hikes below the rate of inflation

8 Create a “one-stop shopping”

the new terminal from the south
already is assured because most
of it will come from 1-275 and
Eureka, and that Eureka has
already been widened to four
lanes from the interstate east to
the new south entrance to the
airport.

“We don’t see where the con-
troversy is here,” said Conway.
“This (I-275/Eureka access) is
going to alleviate thé traffic con-
gestion.”

He said the road leading
directly to the terminal — known
as the south access road - is
already completed from Eureka
to beneath the crosswind runway
and that the next stretch, to the
front of the terminal, has been
financed and is under construc-
tion.

All that remains, Conway said,
is the section running from there

north to Rogell Drive and the.

existing terminals. That linkup,
expected to be at the Green
Parking Lot next to the L.C.
Smith Terminal, is under design.

Administration at Walsh Col-
lege; Deloitte and Touche Vice
Chairman Richard Gabrys;
Lansing Community College
President Dr. James Anderton;
and Grand Valley State Univer-
sity Financial Aid Director Ken-
neth Fridsma.

The commission concluded
that while there.is an increased
need for higher education in
today’s more technologically-ori-
ented workplace, significant
obstacles still stand in the way
of students from lower-income
families who are trying to get a
degree.

“Students from some low-
income families lack necessary
social and economic incentives to
pursue postsecondary educa-
tion,” the report concluded. “For
now, the commission hopes to
make postsecondary education
as affordable for as many stu-
dénts as possible. The commis-
sion understands this step, in
and of itself, will not address all
barriers facing low-income stu-
dents.”

Despite the fact that Michigan
has a program in place to help
low-income students, many are

not aware of the program

Eventually, when the south
access links to Rogell, passen-
gers will be able to entér the air-
port for any of the terminals
from either 1-94 or 1-275, Con-
way said. “I don’t know of any
other airport that you can enter
either end of off two different
freeways,” he added.

No funding problems are
expected, Conway said: “The
state clearly recognizes the
importance” of the project.

Traffic from 1-94 heading for
the new terminal, which will be
exclusively for Northwest Air-
lines, is expected to head west to
1-275 and south to Eureka,
Roach said.

Although Eureka is only two
lanes from Middlebelt west to
the south access road, recon-
structing it — planned for 2002 —
“should not be such a big deal
because the overwhelming
majority of traffic is coming from
the west,” Roach said.

Nevertheless, he said, “I think
our engineering staff is trying to

Under the PASS program,
scholarships would cover tuition
while students pursue associate
degrees. Students would have to
take and pass the Michigan Edu-
cation Assessment Program test
to qualify. The program would be
targeted to families making less
than $40,000 per year.

The commission found that
middle-income families, those

making over $40,000, are ireligi-
ble for current grants and must
rely on student loans to finance
education. The result is that
many students leave college hav-
ing accumulated enormous

ntle
Caring
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look at ways to move it up to
next year if possible,” possibly by
finding a way for the county to
pay for it and then be reim-
bursed by the state later.

“But that's something we'd
have to see if we could do,”
Roach added.

Regarding the controversy
over the new north-south run-
way servicing the new terminal,
Conway said Wayne County Cir-
cuit Judge Kathleen Macdonald
upheld on Friday morning the
county’s right to reject all bids

-“She said we were doing the
right thing because the project
had changed enough” from the
initial design to warrant its
being re-bid, Conway sdid.

The original $66 million bid
accepted from John Carlo Inc. of
Clinton Township 1n November
was rejected because Northwest
Airlines said the design was not
what it had agreed to, Conway
said.

New bids will be opened on
Tuesday

debts

For those middle-income fami-
lies, the commission proposed
combining an educational sav-
ings plan with tax deductions
and matching grants. Families
that make less than $80,000
could put money away tax
deferred until the students begin
college. When withdrawn, it
would be taxed at the student's
income tax rate

The report that
tuition rates have increased on
average 52 percent at colleges
throughout the state in the last
10 years

also notes
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PLANS ACCEPTED
» EMERGENCIES &
NEW PATIENTS
WELCOMED

" plete course assign- |
ments without being |tdhassiiabe
independently

Schoolcraﬂ oﬂ'ers
ﬂexzble class option

Persons = wishing to
unnde tluu conpnttr

accommodate regular ch.n-

3 room instruction have a new

option ~ Open Entrlepen
Exit clagses at Scheolcraft
College. The cluul are
aimed at individoals -
who can work inde-
pendently and com-

in -a traditional’
classroom setting.

Computer Orien-
tation, . CIS 105,

and
Microsoft Office ‘97, CIS 120,
are self-paced and designed
so students ¢can learn at
home, at alternate locations
or in the college's computer

through March 17 and can
complete them anytime
through April 27 )
Although the instructors
offer no traditional classroom

-meetings, they will meet
.with each student who regis--

- labus, discuss course expec-

Aimed at
individuals

- at Radeliff.

- 4400 ext. 5112. Schoolcraft
- Road, between Six and Seven

louum or scheduled class

ters to present the course syl-

tations, identify assignment

drop-off and pick-up loca-

ﬁonl and explain testing pro-

" cedures.

They will monitor

| progress through

~ course assignments,

project completions

and tests. Instrue-

- tors will be available
in the Applied Sci-

ence Computer Lab on Fri-

days to help students and at”

the Radcliff Center Comput-

er L.ab Wednesday after-

noons. In addition, there will

be tutors on hand Saturdays

For more information, call
Cheri Holman at (734) 462-

College is at 18600 Haggerty
Mile roads, just west of 1-275,
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For The 21st Century
by Herbert M. Gardner, D.D.S
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e

s Internet site to provide students
with easy access’to information
about colleges and careers. The
site would include college appli-
cations and information on
financial assistance and plan-

: su : |
SLIGHTLY USED PIANO SALE ALL - NIGHT SKATE

Saturday, Feb. 19,2000 7:30-7:00 a.m.

Nt 3 nnvs 0“lv"'
N - — CONTESTS » PRIZES » DANCING
with 1€ AB o reviewin

Admission: $20.00
Includes: Admission, Hungry Howies Pizza
Donuts, Juice & 11 12 hours of skating
Skate Rental: $2.00

29 Yamaha, Baldwin and Wurlitzer
digital and acoustic pianos were
used in the Solo and Ensemble
Music Festival at Livonia Franklin
High School. All pianos include a
new warranty, bench, delivery and
in-home tuning at used piano prices.

Slightly Used Digitals nm’199 <
Slightly Used Verticals »w®2,999 = > - “'?:'l:::;lﬂﬂ -, e g v
Used Pianos mon 69D o @ L i L ' B

financing of higher education by

n . Gov. John Engler last Septem-

’ 0 ber. Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus
served as the chair. The five-

member panel also included

Keith Pretty, president of

accountancy and . business
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