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Tell us what you think

To keep in touch with our readers,
the Canton Observer is forming a
citizen advisory panel.

The panel will consist of eight-12
residents and others from the Can-
ton community and will meet sever-
al times throughout the year with
the editorial staff. Our meetings wikl
focus on the content of the paper,
what readers would like to see,
what we're doing right and what
| we're doing wrong.

What kind of panelists are we
looking for? Anyone with an interest
in what goes on in their community
and how it's reported in the media.

We hope to-have the first meeting
by The end of February and will meet
quarterly after that.

To volunteer for our panel:-

* Call Canton community editor
Tedd Schnelder, (734) 4592700
« Or e‘mail him at;. i

THE WEEK

AHEA

WEDNESDAY

Meet the new boss: A
public reception for new
Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools Superin-
tendent Kathleen Booher
is scheduled for 2:30-5:30
p.m. at the Plymouth
Canton High School

media center.

tschneider®oe.homecomm.net

FRIDAY

Dads and daughters: Cele-
brate Valentine’s Day by
attending the Canton
Knights of Columbus
ninth annual Daddy-
Daughter Valentines
Dance, 7-9 p.m. at the St.
Thomas a’Becket Family
Life Center, 555 Lilley.
Call (248) 344-1956.
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A former Plymouth-Canton high school securi-

ty guard has been charged wit

third-degree

criminal sexual conduct for a 1998 incident
involving a then 15-year-old student. The dis-
trict employee has been fired.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER B
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

A former Plymouth-Canton high
school security guard has been charged
by police in the alleged rape of a 15-

__year-old Canton High School student.

Terry Lee Barnhart, 31 of Ypsilanti,
was arraigned Thursday morning on a
charge of third-degree criminal sexual
conduct in 35th District Court. Barn-
hart's attorney, Dale Smith of Adrian,
told Judge Ron Lewe his client would
waive the reading of the charges and
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Ex-school guard faces rape charge

plead not guilty. Lowe then set a Feb.
14 preliminary exam date and ordered
Barphart held on $15,000 cash bond at
the Wayne County jail.

The youth, now 17 and a senior, told
police Barnhart had non-consensual
sex with her on July 2, 1998.

The teen told police she was going to
try to forget the incident, but decided
to tell her mother and police when
rumors started spreading around
school and the high school liaison
police officer began looking to question

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thmmlo.oe.h;omacomm.nat

athleen Booher’s first week on
the job as Plymouth-Canton
chools superintendent was

somewhat of a rude awakening,
There was the death of basketball

high school security guard in a rape
case, then the discipline of students

First bell: New sc
has a hectic opening week

player Mark Bolger, the arrest of a-

for drinking during a trip to Chicagé.

Morning water cooler talk around
the administration building each day
jokingly centered on whether Booher
would continue to show up for work.

Booher just smilés and reiterates
she’s here to stay.

“I wouldn’t say I'm shocked by any-
thing, but I've certainly been busy
my first week,” said Booher. “There
haven’t been any challenges I didn't
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hool chief

expect would come along sooner or
later, because every school district

New job:
Plymouth
Canton
Commu-
nity
Schools
Superin-
tendent
. Kathleen
Booher
discusses
her first
week and ~
future
plans
| during an
interview
with the
Observer
Thursday
at the
school
board

offices.

has them. It's a large district, much
like a small town, and many things
go on in any given-day. .

“Happily, most of what goes on in
the school district is good stuff ...
kids having a good time at school,
kids being safe at school, lots of good
learning going on,” she added.

Please see BOOHER, A4

Hunters losing last

township

territory

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdsniel@oe. homecomm.net

Hunting enthusiasts will have to
look elsewhere to practice their sport

Many sections of the township from
Canton Center Road west to Napier

are in the process of being closed
According to Canton Public Safety
Director John Santomauro, it's a mat-

ter of putting residents first
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her.

Barnhart denies the charge.

“My client denies all allegations,” is
all Smith would say about the case.

According to the police report, a lot of
the girls at the high school had a crush
on Barnhart, and he talked to the 15-
year-old student frequently during
school hours.

The student and & friend went to
Barnhart’s home on Geddes Road in

Please see RAPE, A2

Auto
supplier
moving
to Canton

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFY WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecomm.net

Canton’s industrial base will soon be
expanding. .

Spring Engineering is planning a
mid-to-late-spring opening of its new
township plant. Currently based in
Livonia, the move will allow the auto-
motive industry supplier to consolidate
factlities

“We wanted to build a plant large
enough to combine both facilities,” said
Spring Engineering President Tim
Tindall. “The used building market is
very tight <o we decided to do new con-
struction.”
ximity to highways and
the car compantes influenced the. com-
pany’s decision, he added

“We wanted to stay in the area,” Tin
dall said. “We looked throughout the
area. There's no land left in Livonia
Canton had the appropriate amount of
land for our needs.”

Spring Engineering originated in
northwest Detroit in the early 1950s
The business was started by Tindall's
father and remains a family enter-
prise.

The firm moved to Livorna in 1979
and eventually opened two plants
Besides consolidation, Tindall said tl
new township facility will allow Spring
to expand

Please see AUTO SUPPLIER, A2
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Looking for a new job?
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District hopes j

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFY WRITER
thr to@oe. b net

Kristen Brannan was teaching in the
Wayne-Westland school district last
year when she began -testing the
waters for a new job.

Her present employer wanted to
keep her, Pinckney schools offered her
a job, as did Plymouth-Canton, An
enviable position for a job applicant

Brannan, like many teachers, substi
tutes and college graduates, are find
ing out they have more choices these
days because the pool of available

“It can potentially «
issues, he said. "we d
have to react to a bad situat

want to be proactive

almost a yéaT Ir

ing season
Canton Trustees recently approved
a ‘motion to closé tions of the

Huantin
been banned east of Canton Center

Sever
changes go into effect

township vd previously

al steps will take place before

Please see HUNTING, A2

Used book sale: Meaghan Haling of Whitmore Lake, 2, reads
a children's book on the floor while her mom, Katie (kneeling
left), looks through the racks of books for sale during the
annual Canton Township Library Book Sale. The sale contin
ues through February during regular library hours
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“1 was looking for a larger school dis S50-100 teachers next vear as many

trict which would. allow me to grow as
a teacher.,” added Brannan, 26 |
think Plvmouth-Canton

that professional development opportu
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Charged: Former Plymouth-Canton Edu-

. cation Park security guard Terry Lee

Barnhart, 31 of Ypsilanti (right), stands

.before Judge Ron Lowe in 35th District
_Court Thursday morning.

Rape from page Al

28 prior to the
nlleged mcldent The girls became
friefids.with Barnhart, who they say told
them where it was safe to smoke at the
high school and allowed them to luvo
LIC cione

‘On those visits to Barnhart's home.
the student reported to police that Barn-
hart had penetrated her with his finger
on almost all occasions. She also stated
that Barnhart “touched her ... and
kissed her on every visit.”

On. the night of the alleged rape, the
student told police she was hymg on her
stomach and Barnhart was giving her a
back massage. had
sexual relations with the girl, despite
her objections. According to the report,
she stated, “No, Terry, we can't do this.”
She told police it was painful and that
she cried.

The student and her friend said they
continued going to Barnhart’s home and
would occasionally drink alcohol and
smoke marijuana with him. The report
indicates that sometimes the girls would
visit Barnhart during late-hour shifts at
the high school and smoke marijuana.

While the incident allegedly occurred
in July 1998, the girl didn’t report it
until Jan. 10 of this year.

“She was afraid to come forward,” said
Detective Steve Miller of the Canton
Police Department. “She decided to come
forward when word got out around
school and that police officers wanted to
talk to her, She said she is willing to
prosecute.”

Authorities don't need the student’s

0 THINPUS U TUnciT I

Auto suppller o g i

consent to press charges because the
alleged sexual acts occurred while the
girl was a minor. Miller said even if
force wasn't used, police would pursue
charges of having sex with an underage

The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2000

(C)A3

Bradley takes
volunteer reins

.Miller said no other students appear
to be invqlved at this time. If convicted,
Barnhart could be sentenced to up to 15
years in prison.

Canton police say Barnhart's criminal
history dates back to 1994 with an
assault and battery charge in Adrian.
He also reportedly was on probation
from a recent prowling incident in
Northville.

Plymouth-Canton school officials say
they became aware of the allegations on
Jan. 10, conducted a thorough investiga-
tion and terminated Barnhart on Jan.
21. Barnhart was employed by the dis-
trict for four years and schoal officials
say they knew about his backgrou,nd

“We knew about the 1994 misde-
meanor,” said Superintendent Kathleen
Booher, who began her job only this
week. “We discussed the issue with the
employee and investigated it and
learned it was a scuffle between two
men. His record showed no previous con-
victions.

“T've already asked for a review of the
hiring procedure,” said Booher. “Any-
time something like this happens we
should look at our procedures and see if
there's anything we can do to make sure
this never happens again.”

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.homecomm.net

High school students needing
to perform community service
for class credit or retirees look-
ing for something to do might
want to give Debby Bradley a
call.

Bradley, a 19-year Canton res-
ident, was named Canton’s
newest volunteer coordinator
earlier this month. She is
responsible for recruiting and
placing volunteers for a variety
of community events, such as
the upcoming National Archery
Tournament in July for which
200 volunteers are needed. She
also serves as a liaison for Can-
ton Project Arts, the organiza-
tion that hosts an annual art
exhibition in the Summit and
other cultural activities.

“People call me, I see what
special talents they have and 1
try and match them up with
someone in need,” Bradley said.

One woman, a native of India
who speaks three different Indi-
an languages, volunteered her
services as an interpreter for the
tournament, Bradley said.

The woman's interpretive ser-
vices will come in handy.

“People come from all over the
world for this thing,” she said.

Before taking the reins as vol-
unteer coordinator, Bradley
most recently worked four years
as Kid’s Corner coordinator at
the Summit. Before that, she
taught at Plymouth Children’s
Nursery in Canton. She holds
two teaching certificates from
Hillsdale College. She lives with
Ron, her husband of 25 years,
and daughter, Mandy, a Ply-
mouth Salem High School stu-
dent. Her other children, Adam
and Justin, both attend the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

Working with children and
parents at the Summit and Ply-
mouth Children's Nursery
helped groom her for her volun-
teer coordinator job, she said.

“Actually, it really sharpened
my people skills,” Bradley said of
the experience. “I really enjoyed
helping people there so I really
enjoy helping people here.”

Paid volunteer coordinators
are. a rarity for municipalities,
she said. Canton’s volunteer
coordinator position began as a
part-time- job in 1994. Bradley’s
annual salary is $27,300 and she
reports to Mike Ager, resource
development director.
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Volunteer coordinator: Debby Bradley says she likes to

help people.

Bradley is seeking volunteers
for ‘the following upcoming
events:

B Youth Variety series, a
youth-oriented entertainment
series with events on Feb. 26,
March 18 and April 18.

B Opera Encore!, a concert
with favorite opera highlights

Feb. 27 at the Summit on the
Park.

B National Archery Tourna-
ment, July 31 through Aug. 4 at
Heritage Park.

Anyone interested in volun-
teering for these or other com-
munity events can call Bradley
at (734) 397-6450

Kiwanis Breakfast

Club starts drive

The ‘Kiwanis Breakfast Club
of Plymouth-Canton ig pleased.
to announce the kickoff of its
annual Sweat Suit Drive.

This is the third year of the
event, which supports First
Step, the Western Wayne Coun-
ty Project on Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault.

The drive collects new sweat
suits that are used by the staff
of First Step. The staff
responds to the needs of anyone
who becomes a victim to domes-
tic violence or sexual assault.
They may be called to a hospital
to assist a victim. If a criminal
act is involved, the clothing may
be confiscated for evidence and
that individual may be dis-
charged wearing only a hospital
gown. The sweat suit provides
the victim with some sense of
dignity.

The club collects new sweat
suits of all sizes and colors since
other members of a family may
be affected by the assauit.

The sweat suit drive will take
place during the entire month of
February and drop off boxes will
be available at the following
locations:

Canton Public Library, 1200

“We plan to continue to grow,”
he added. “In the next two to
four years I'm confident we'll be
growing by 10to 15 percent.”

Spring Engineering is a Tier 1
and II supplier,

It works directly with Ford,
GM, Delphi and other large
automotive companies, Spring,
which boasts sales of Sll to $12

mxlhon, also ships to Mexico and
Europe.

“We primarily make stamp-
ings,” said Tindall.

Stampings include clips and
clamps for air induction systems.
As its name implies, the firm
makes a variety of springs.
Small assemblies, such as latch-
es, are also built.

IS YOUR CHILD
HAVING TROUBLE

Spring currently employees
about 95 non-union workers.
Tindall said pay varies depend-
ing on skill level, but his average
employee makes about $13 an
hour. .*

“We have pmﬁt sharing, too,”
he said. “We really try to focus
on our employees.”

All workers will make the
move to Canton.

Spring owns 11 acres directly
south of Mettetal Airport on Lil-

ley Road. The plant will occupy
7.5 acres and be approximately
75,000 square feet in size.
Spring will be near several
residential developments, includ-
ing apartment and condominium
complexes. Tindall said the com-

pany’s neighbors needn't worry,

however.
“We're a very clean manufac-
turing facility,” he said.

Hunting from page Al

B The club collects new
sweatsuits of all sizes
and colors since other
members of a family
may be affected by the
assault.

8. Canton Center Road; Canton;
Papa Romano's Pizza, 555 W.
Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth;
Dunkin’ Donuts/Amoco, 39600
Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth;
Help-U-Sell Real Estate, 7242
N. Haggerty Road, Canton; U.S.
Post Office, 860 Penniman, Ply-
mouth; Plymouth Public
Library, 223 S. Main Street, Ply-
mouth; LaDe's Haircutting,
42013 Ford Road, Canton; Ply-
mouth Township Clerk’s Office,
42350 E. Ann Arbor Road, Ply-
mouth; Plymouth Cultural Cen-
ter, 525 Farmer, Plymouth;
Cherry Hill United Methodist
Church, 321 S. Ridge, Canton;
Keller & Stein, Inc., 42158
Michigan Ave., Canton; Word-
house Financial Legacy Plan-
ning, 42680 Ford Road, Canton;

D & M Art Studios, 8691 Lilley,

Canton

Township woman found dead at Ford Road motel

A 40-year-old Canton woman was
found dead in her Ford Road motel
room Thursday afternoon, police reports
said.

Canton Fire and Rescue as well as
police officers responded to Motel 6 west
of 1-275 at 1:41 p.m. The woman was
found dead lying in bed, reports said.

She was transported to the Wayne
County Medical Examiner’s office for an
autopsy. A final determination on cause
of death will be made by the examiner,
police said

#® COP CALLS

“Foul play” doesn’t appear to be
involved in the woman's death, reports
said.

Officer injured

A Canton Police officer suffered a
sprained ankle Tuesday while assisting
other officers.

They were attempting to take a 20-

year-old Canton man into custody for
mental commitment, reports said. The
Trails Court resident refused to be
handcuffed and was subsequently taken
to the ground by officers.

The 20-year-old landed on the Canton
cop's ankle, reports said. The officer
went to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in
Ypsilanti for treatment

Truck damaged

About $300 worth of damage was
done to a 22-year-old Canton man's

truck Tuesday, according to pelice.

He told officers he heard three sets of
four gunshots at about 2:30 a.m. near
his Claremont Street home. He looked
outside and saw his driver’s side win-
dow broken, reports said. cut

A neighbor’s vehicle was also dam-
aged, according to police.. Damages
weren't specified

Assault
A 20-year-old Taylor man suffered
two cuts to his forearm Tuesday after

an altercation in Canton

Reports said he got into an argument
with a 51-year-old man. The older man
had yelled at his wife. reports said
After a brief fight, the 20-vear-old was

Reports said the 51-year-old, who was
identified by name but not residence.
was taken into custody and charged
with felonious assault.

The incident occurred
block of Honey Tree.

in the 8000
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The State Hunting Area Con-
trol Committee, which is com-
prised of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources,
State Police, Canton’s supervisor
and the Wayne County Sheriff's
Department, will hold a public
hearing.

The committee will then make
a recommendation to Canton’s
board. Changes are finally voted
on by Trustees.

The township and DNR review
open hunting areas within Can-
ton each year, said Santomauro.

Residential development in
Canton’s western end forced the
changes, he added. Santomauro
believes the closure will affect
very few hunters.

“I don't think it's a big issue,”

,he said. “Most deer hunters
aren’t going to be deer hunting
in Canton.”

There has been no substantial
hunting in the township for 10 to
15 years, Santomauro added.

The largest remaining open
hunting area will be bounded by

Tax assistance

A Feb. 12 session designed to
help income taxpayers hosted by
U.S. Rep. Lyn Rivers (D-Ann
Arbor) and the IRS has been
canceled, said a spokeswoman

B ‘As we build out more
of the wildlife popuia-
tion is starting to
migrate back into (resi-
dential) areas.’

—John Santomauro
Canton Public Safety Director

Cherry Hill Road in the south,
Warren in north, Ridge in the
east and Napier on the west
Don't expect it to last long, how-
ever.

Santomauro said all hunting
in Canton will Srobably be elimi-
nated within “10 years.”

While most animal popula-
tions move away from develop-
ment, others, such as raccoons
and skunks, don't, he explained.

- “As we build out,” said San-
tomauro, “more of the wildlife
population is starting to migrate
back into (residential) areas,” he
said.

class canceled

for Rivers.

The session, scheduled to take
place in the Canton administra-
tion building, hasn't- been
rescheduled.

Police say 18-year-

old driver |

in fatal crash legally drunk

BY DARRELL CLEM 'Donnel O'Donnell, McIntosh said, but
STAFE ev.’m.a N Brian 0 I, a the autopsy didn’t indicate
e ST it John Glenn mﬂl School  whether he had marijuana in his
QIA “:St]a(r‘f lee';?%’r;{{?:;"lng 'tlldm, had a blood 5)’;‘;’“ Peter Brokas offered
91 mph on Cherry Hi ad was ‘ s

drunk when he lost control of the alcoho':‘l‘v.' 016111”1 advi 1cde he hopes »nll help other
-ar and slammed into a tree, when crash a teen drivers.

(l;:llmg himself and a Canton “My first advice is don’t drink
Township passenger, police said. Ford Escort my Jan. if you're underage, period,” he

Brian O'Donnell, an 18-year- i50on c.‘."'y Hill near ‘38101 .

old John Glenn High School stu- son er tips:

dent, had a blood alcohol level of Carl ! m. 'th::nt;l '.'ﬁ:“%ldph;\.::m;;_irfﬁ;.
11 when he crashed a 1997 Ford ent wi eir ents that i
Escort early Jan. 15 on Cherry Wednesday, 20-year-old Timothy they make a mistake and drink

Hill near Carlson, police Officer
Jack Meclntosh confirmed Thurs-
(iil)'

Michigan drivers are consid-
ered legally drunk at .10 or high-
er

O'Donnell’s blood alcohol level
became known last week in an
autopsy report from the Wayne
County Medical Examiner’s
Office.

The teen's urine showed an
even higher alcohol level of .15,
McIntosh said

The one-car crash occurred at
3:07 a.m. Jan. 15 in front of Kirk
of Our Savior Presbyterian

Edwin Twardokus of Canton
became the last of three injured
passengers to be released from
hospitals. However, a University
of Michigan Hospital
spokeswoman indicated that
Twardokus didn’t go home

“It does appear that he was
taken to another place, possibly
for rehabilitation,” she said

Twardokus had been placed on
life support following the acci-
dent, and policé have said he
may never fully recover from
closed-head injuries. The other
two victims of the accident were
released to their homes

too much, they will be picked up
so they won't drive

B Ask a scber friend to drive
although this option is risky

“When you're drunk you're not
in any condition to determine
who's sober and who's not.”
Brokas said

Brokas advised teens — and all
drivers for that matter - to think
ahout possible consequences
before drinking and driving

Otherwise, he said, “it's like
getting pregnant and then ask-
ing what kind of precautions you
could've taken, or committing an
armed robbery and then asking
what you should do to get out of

g
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. between men and women when

of exercise should you do 10—
improve your heart health?
Come and learn the benefits
and types of exercise for your
heart and discover the differences

It COMes Lo EXCrcIse

Also learn simple strategies to
build exercise into your already

church kit O BormeHand
20-year-oid -backseat passenger
Scott Velasquez of Canton

"In another development
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risk of driving drunk, particular-
ly at high speeds, pelice said

Police also tound marjuana on

jarl

The deaths of O'Donnel and
Velasquez marked Westland's
first traffic fatalities of 2000

CANTON CONNECTION

for questions

busy schedule, keep it going,
and stay motivated

Join Cardiologist Barbara A
Kong, MD, and Exercise
Physiologist Amy Stoakes
for this informative session
There will be plenty of time
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