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Glass action: Members of
the Michigan Depression
Glass Society, which
meets in Livonia, sparkle
with pleasure over the
beauty of the pieces and

- the memories the items
evoke. /DB

ENTERTAINMENT

Moody Blues: “We’ve never
been arrested for any-
thing and we’ve always
sung in tune,” jokes
drummer Graeme Edge,
who talks about the
band'’s successful journey
through rock history./E1
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Worker dies
at home site

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

A construction accident killed a 33-
year-old White Lake Township man
Tuesday in Canton.

Jeffrey Scott Mock was crushed after
a portion of a roof from a home under
construction fell on top of him shortly
after 1 p.m

The accident occurred at the Fellows

Beck. Mock was pronounced dead at the
scene and later transported to Annapo-
lis Hospital in Wayne, according to
Canton Police

Please see WORKER DIES, A12
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money-saving card
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STAFY PROTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Coming topthen More than 200 Plymouth Salem and Plymouth Canton High School athletes and students came out Monday for a
candlelight vigil to celebrate the life of Mark Bolger. Bolger; 16, died Friday at halftime of a Salem basketball game. Pictured be'uu.
the rock in front of Salem High School has been repainted as a memorial to Bolger.

‘Missed, but never forgotten’

Family, classmates mourn Salem junior

nounced dead a
short time later
at St. Mary Hos-
pital in Livonia.
“He will be
missed, but never
forgotten.,” said
Pastor Brad Pow-

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER.
tbruscnto&):‘;!gomecomm.nct

More than a thousand people, half of
them Plymeuth-Canton high school
students, paid their final respects to
Mark Bolger during funeral services at
NorthRidge Church in Plymouth
Township Tuesday morning, ell. “Every one of
you who have
been touched by
his life, and now tragically torn by his
death, will always be better for having
known him. His life made an impact
and will go on beyond his years.”

Several of Mark's classmates paid
tribute by telling stories about him on
the stage where his basketball warm-

-Bolger death makes no sense, Al5

The hour-long memorial was a cele-
bration of the life of Bolger, 16, of Ply-
mouth Township, who collapsed last
Friday evening during halftime of a
Salem basketball game in which he
had just competed. He was pro-

Charter school back
with revised plans

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@oe.h

m.net

A Grand Rapids company wishing to
build: & charter school at Warren and
Ridge roads has asked for an opportu-
nity to present a revised plan to the
same board that voted against its pro-
posal in January,

Jason Pater of Charter Development
Company, a Grand Rapids develop
meni company, wrote a letter dated

Jan. 28 to Canton Community Planner ‘y Charter SC"OO| Plan
Jeff Goulet. The company is working [} ational Heritage Ac 25 of Gran
in conjunction with National Heritage : Oove
Academies, a charter school manage > s H
ment company. .

“..We wish to reiterate our strong —
desire to work closely with the town-
\llL})YH address the CONCcerns expressed schoo ]\1(1;\.‘:1@"‘:1. 1‘.‘;:“:”““;;H“,.h
by the planning commission relative to  mission meeting. They cited concerns
our pr"P“‘é‘t school development at about traffic, wetlands, property values
Ridge and Warren roads,” Pater’s letter gand the project's 10 acre size, which

stated
Residents

development

Y most said was too.small for a building
living near the proposed
adamantly

)
opposed the

Please scc CHARTER SCHOOL, A12

Fatal fire points to need
for home smoke detectors

BY SCOTT DANIEL “There's no substitute for early dete
STAFF WRITER tion of a re R wcher aded i
sdaniel@oe homecomm.net
E (S i § ( el up and il
No Canton home should be without the home
several smoke detectors William Romone Heope, 66, died from
That's the message township Fire smoke inhalation Jan. 25 after his

Chief Mike Rorabacher is spreading Roval Holiday Estatés mobile residence
ﬂn[ln\\x])g a fatal mobile home fire last caught on fire. Qfficials determined
week. It can literally be a maner of tife >

Please sce SMOKE DETECTORS, A12

and death, he aaid

ups and school
jacket represented
No. 30.

“I had him help
me with my per-
sonal wardrobe
because he
always the best
dressed kid 1 ever
met,” said John
Little, a 1999 ]"'1.\
mouth-Salem graduate and former
cross country classmate. “Before I left
for college, Mark and | went to the
mall to do some shopping

“When we had team spaghett: din-
ners at Mark's

always volunteer to hold

was

house he would
onto the

bread sticks for us.
H'L'AI t}l"”] kbl‘t“\”‘l‘ we v”"

“Mark was admire
mates, ﬂlli. we ail tr

confidence.” said Little “He was a

He would alwavys

total team plaver, and would always
include gveryone and make sure they

felt welcome. N

an unkind word : lum' nyone.”
Much of

ers who spake
“When you thini

character, his kindne

the same was echoed by oth

tiveness, are
describe him.”
mouth Salem v:
country coach

Please see FUNERAL, A3
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A relaxing workout

Ad in today's Obser

STAFY PROTO BY PA1 HURSCRMANN
Learning Tal Chi: Instructor Eileen San 7 up of
seniors through a Tai Chi class at Sur Park Mo
day. For a story and more photos on the Wease
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- STARF PROTOS BY RANDY JAC0BS

W

Cherry Hill Village wins

Plans to build Cherry Hill Vil-
lage were pushed forward anoth-
er step Jan. 24 with preliminary

4 mte lan approval from the Can-

ing Commission.

The commission voted 6-0 with
commissigner Sue Dodson
absent to dpprove the prelimi-
nary plan, which includes 468
detached site condominiums.

They will range in size from
smaller “cottage” lots in the
development's interior to larger
“village” and “estate” lots toward
thé perimeter.

staff phot s. Pledse providé publication date, page number

and description of the picture, which must have been published

_within the past six months. Printg are $20 for the first print, $7.50
for each addmmtl prlnt P
card).

is h mmco (chock or credit

quality

home
advantage of terrific clearance prices
and immediate availability!

After-lnventory
Clearance

Right now we're overstocked on first

Take

furnishings.

Bedrooms, Dining Rooms, Sofas. . .
“Complete Furnishin
our BEST SAVINGS is NOW!

With This Ad, We'll Pay Your SALES TAX
On Any In-Stock Purchase!

Walker/ Buzenberg

fine furniture

240 NORTH MAIN smriwr « PLYMOUTH « (734) 459-1300
IR Thurs,, Fri. 10-9 ¢ Tues., Wed., Sat, 10-6 * Sun. 1-5
‘ ’M‘Cndit Apptovd * Sale Ends 2-13-00 * Offers exclude prior sales

for Your Home.

preliminary OK

Nineteen of the 46?*\ lots will be
set aside for “manor” and “town
house” buildings. No residents or
other members of the public
addressed the commission with
any concerns about the project.

Cherry Hill, the area sur-
rounding Cherry Hill and Ridge
Roads, i8 the site of a former
crossroads village and many his-
toric buildings, including one-
room Cherry Hill School.

The development includes a
163-acre area bounded by Cher-
ry Hill Road to the north, Den-
ton Road to the east and Ridge
Road to the west. Predominant
home styles will be Victorian
and Italianate.

The developer, Biltmore Prop
erties of Troy, expects to break
ground by spring and have the
first units constructed by fall
2001. Costs are expected to
range from $130,000 to
$500,000.

The planning commission’s
approval was conditioned upon
the developer providing fence
and light details, street names,
final landscaping details and
details for park structures,
among other things

A village square type park
with a foyntain and walkways is
planned for a spot south of C ‘her-
ry Hill School, jgst across Cherry
Hill at North Ridge. Another
interior park is planned toward
the development’s center, com
plete with play equipment

6 MONTHS

No Interest
or Payment*

CANTON 6
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Baker also told the gathermg
that Mark “will live on” because
his organs have been donated to
others who need them.

Steve Bernacki, friend and one
of eight pallbearers, said finding
out about Mark’s death was the
worst day of his life, but one in
which he learned to remember the
good times.

“His mom was so comforting ...
and I began to look at the old
times as the best times, and my
emotions became happiness and
joy,” said Bernacki. “He was
always so quiet, But he would
break up the silence by telling a
joke to make us laugh.”

The service also featured a
video presentation of Mark’s life,
and a song written for Mark
which was performed by three
students.

Mourners were able to view the
casket, which had notes of good-
bye and farewell written all over
it, one last time at the end of the
service.

The funeral was the last piece
of an emotional week for high
school students. After Mark's
death, many paid their respects
at the Vermeulen Funeral Home,
signing the casket and talking
with the Bolger family. A good
number spent time at the Bolger
home, where they were comforted
by the family who had just lost
their son.

Nearly 300 students, teachers
and parents braved windchill
temperatures below zero Monday

- friend

night to attend a candlelight vigil

at “The Rock” in front of Ply- |

mouth Salem High School. . For
nearly 90 minutes many told sto-
ries, read poems, prayed and
cried.

“I moved to Plymouth in second
grade and Mark became my best
,” said Brian Hull of Ply-
mouth Township. “He was a per-
fect kid in every way, never made
fun of anyone when everyone else
did. He just had a great charac-
ter about him that made you
want to be the best person you
could be.”

The Bolger family attended the
vigil, overwhelmed by the show of
support for their family and son.

“This is beyond what we ever
expected,” said Jeff Bolger,
Mark’s father. “We loved our son
and thought he was special, but
we didn’t know just what he
meant to other people. It's just
amazing to see how many people
came to see us.”

Bolger said representatives of
Seaborn Handy, a 16-year-old
Detroit teen who collapsed and
died at the Wolverine Recreation-
al Center in Detroit on the same
night Mark died, brought flowers
and a basketball during their visit
to the funeral home to express
their sorrow.

Mark's cremains will be
interred on the Magsachusetts
beach near his grandparents
home, where his family visits
every summer.

Name calling

District seeks input
for new high school

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
thr to@oe.h net

The Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education has received seven
suggestions for naming the dis-
trict’s third high school.

Board members are taking rec-
ommendations through Wednes-
day, March 1. Trustees want to
have a name in place before
groundbreaking this summer. The
school is scheduled to open in time
for the 2002-2003 school.year.

Suggested names for the new
high school include Kent and
Lolly Buikema, Beck, Harmony,
Plymouth, Plymouth Centurion,
Plymouth-Superior, and Ply-
mouth-Western

In the past, the district has
adhered to previous standards in
naming buildings. Elementary
schools are named for people who
have made significant contribu-
tions to the distriet. The middle
schools were named for direc-

"tions, until Pioneer and Discovery
came along. The high schools are
named for the communities the
district encompasses.

School board President Susan
Davis said she’s received recom-
mendations from several people
that the word “Plymouth” be
dropped from the names of the
present high schools.

“It's not a bad suggestion con-
sidering most students say they
go to Canton or Salem,” said
Davis. “Then we would have to
determine if the old schoel or the
new one should be called Ply-
mouth.” . «

Davis said the board awill select
several of the suggéssed names
for a short list and eventually
choose one.

Community members can submit
names to the Board of Education by
mail to: Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools, Community Rela-
tions Department, 454 S. Harvey
Street, Plymouth, MI'48170.

Did you know?

8 Friday, Feb. 4, marks the
halfway point of winter?

W Mackinaw City, Mich., is
host to the largest mush sled dog
race in the continental U.S8.?
This year’s race is gpt for Feb. 5-
6.

B Pay-A-Compliment Day is
Sunday, Feb. 67

B Wednesday, Feb. 9, s
National DAV Day? DAV stands
for Develop Alternative Vices
It's a day to change your habits,
improve yourself and become
your own person so that things
you do today will affect you posi-
tively tomorrow

Multi-media

Here are someée books on CD
available from the library

@ “Sunset Limited” by James
Lee Burke

B “The Hundred Days” by
Patrick O'Brien

@ “Pulse” by Edna Buchanan

M “Patty Jane's Hou
by Lorna Landvik

- "’J;;o' for the

Janet Evanovich

ge of Curl”

.\1‘ ney ” h\

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites
B www getwallpaper.com
B www oceanfutures. com
B www mobiusawards.com
B www. HumorProject.com

Farm life fiction

Here are some selections that
have a rural setting
B “Rosewood Casket by

Sharon McCrumb
B “California Time
Finney

by Ernest

B “Reaper’s Song” by Lauraine
Snelling

B “Mystery Ride”
Boswell

B “Feather Crowns” by Bobbie
Ann Mason

by Robert

Q& A

Q: What was the coldest
recorded temperature in North
America?

A: On Feb. 3, 1947, at Snag, in
Canada's Yukon Territory, a
temperature of 81 degrees below
zero (Fahrenheit) was recorded
This was a record low for all of
North America

The source for this information
18 “Chase’s 2000 Calendar of
Events.”

Librarians’ choice

Here are some top nonfiction
picks by librarians

B “A Little More About Me” by
Pam Houston

B “The
Genevieve Jurgenson

B “Isaac’s Storm” by Enk Lar
son

B “The Orchid Thief”

Orean

B “Golf and the Spirit’
Scott Peck

B “How the Mind Works™ by
Stephen Pinker

Disappearance”™ by

by Susan

by M

Hot topic of the week
B Chinese New Year! The tra

ditional! Chinese lunar year
begins at sunset on the dayv of
the second New Moon following
he winter solstice. The New

Year can begin any time from

Jan. 10 through Feb. 19. This
year, Feb. 5 begins year 4698 of
the ancient Chinese calendar,

designated as Year of the Drag
on. Most festivities last for 15
days and end with a lantern pro
cession

@ the Canton Library is com
pited by Laura Dorogi of the
library staff. The library is at
1200 8. Canton Center. Por more
out library pro

raill 397

information abd
gramsy and yervicex

0999
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STAFF PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Solemn moment: Pallbearers guide the casket of Mark Bolger to the awaiti ng hearse following funeral services-at
NorthRidge Church in Plymouth Township Tuesday.
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(The word is out!)

Semi-Annual Clearance
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selected merchandise throughout the store.

Hurry in. Bargains like this don’t last forever!
Starts Thursday, February 3.
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- Tai Chi

eniors find eastern exercise

enlightening,

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Not long ago, Betty Chappel couldn’t raise her
arms above her head.
Now just a few years after taking up Tai Chi,

Working together: Conrad Dowel (left) helps Betty Chappel with her

Tai Chi movements during the class.

invigorating

she can de much more. The 78-year-ald has
improved her strength, flexibility, range of motion
and overall health with the ancient Chinese exer-
cise.

“I couldn't even stand up straight,” added Chap-
pel, a Canton resident. “I can do it now. 1 feel so
much better than
1 did. Tai Chi
makes me feel

good.”

She's not alone.
More than a
dozen township
and area resi-
dents joined

Chappel in a
seniors beginners
course at Summit
on the Park Mon-
day.

“It really does
relax you,” said
Grace Hutcheson,
also of Canton.
“It puts me in a
trance-like state.
I'm ready for a
nap when I go
home.”

The class
meets weekly for
an hour with the
idea of exercising
both mind and
body, said Instructor -Eileen
Sands.

“We emphasize the health bene-
fits of Tai Chi,” she said. “It helps

Eosinoy

effective

treatmenu that will keep your pet happy and healthy. Our kno
prescribed for Jour pet. Visit eit
'mouth, t ;

. We're open six days a week for your convenience,

OPHILIC GRANULOMA COMPLEX
ilic granuloma complex (EGC) is a comynon disorder in cats. The result of 2
skin reaction to various stimuli, EGC is characterized by a group of lesions that typically
develops on the cat’s skin, lips, and in the mouth. The lesions often seen in cats wit

flea-bite hypersensitivity, inhalant allergy, and food hypersensitivity. In most cases, EGC
does not seem to be contagious, Three different lesions are common “in EGC - the
indolent or rodent ulcer, eosinophilic plaque, and the linear granuloma. EGC is typically
treated with early, aggressive doses of glucolorticoids. some cats have no recurring
lesions, while others require maintenance therapy. In case of solitary, unresponsive
lesions, surgical excisions, cryotherapy (freezing), antibiotics, or radiation can be

When &1 r cat needs medical attention, bring it to PARKWAY VETERINARY
fe provide complete veterinary care, including emei ncy and routine

take the time to comp e! g’am the diagnosis and recommended treatments

er of our two locations at 41395 Wilcox Rd. in
734-453-2577, or 5750 Lilley Rd. in Canton, tel. 734-981- ; free taxpayer assistance fo.resi-

PS. Indolent or rodent ulcers can progress into skin cancer or connective tissue cancer.

with relaxation. It lowers blood
pressure. There's no impact and
it's very gentle on the body.”

Sands is affiliated with the
Taoist Tai Chi Society

The nonprofit organization was
founded in 1970 by Moy Lin-Shin,
a Taoist Monk who emigrated to
Canada from Hong Kong. The
society, whose Michigan chapter is
based in Bloomfield Hills, now
boasts more than 400 chapters in
North America.

According to society literature,
Tai Chi originated in 11th century

taff will
. ey b U.S. Rep. Lynn Rivers, D-Ann

Arbor, and the IRS are offering

dents of the 13th Congressional
District from 10 a.m: until 1 p.m.

&

& Does your
< Loved One have

Alzheimer’s?

ASSISTED LIVING®

AT ANN ARBOR NORTH

Vz‘,sito'rcaztnday'

734—741-9500

unrise provides a unique
approach to caring for
those with Alzbeimer’s
or other forms of dementia.
Having Alzheimer’s disease

doesn't necessarily mean that a

person will ulumately require
nursing home care.

Sunrise has created an innov-

ative Reminiscence program that

focuses on creating pleasant days
and memories. This unique
approach helps each resident live -
as full and active a life as possible
in a home-like environment.
To find out more about our
state-of-the industry Reminiscence
; pmm visit opcall wdzy
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STAFY PHDT‘% BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Practice makes perfect: Conrad Dowel of Westland practices some of the Tai Chi

movements during a class at the Summit.

China. The exercise consists of up to 108 slow and
graceful movements which emphasizes circulation
of “Chi,” or life force, in the body.

It also works muscles, tendons, ligaments and
joints by stretching and relaxing them, the society
states. Tai Chi is also said to improve digestion,
respiration and immunity, among other bodily
functions.

‘Conrad Dowel might be living proof of all those
claims.

The 68-year-old Westland resident is a veteran
of the Korean War. He suffered injuries te his
back, neck and leg as a soldier.

While he has been physically active since the
war, nothing has helped his aches and pains like
Tai Chi, Dowel said.

It has also helped him control his weight and
drop his cholesterol level from 270 to 180.

“I'm happier, more alert and more active,” Dowel
said. “I enjoy what I do.”

While not an instructor, he was a bit more
advanced than most other seniors at the Summit.
Dowel ¢ said Tai Chi is a (hnlleng no matter what
level you're at

“It’s very demanding,” he added. “It’s like the
martial arts in slow motion. It takes a lot of
strength.”

Monday's class started slowly but picked up
intensity as it went along.

Students began by getting in a simple bent-knee

Saturday, Feb. 12 at the Canton
Township administration build-
ing, Lower Level Room 3, 1150
S. Canton Center Road, Canton.
The IRS will give a brief pre-

tance.

sentation on changes’ in the tax
law, followed by opportunities
for one-on-one taxpayer’s assis-

Tax forms and publications

stance and rotating upper arms. Sands then
worked them through palm and torso rotations

Each successive movement built upon the one
before it. By the time class ended an hour later,
students were gracefully executing a dozen moves

Throughout the session, Sands emphasized bal-
ance and for seniors to go at their own pace.

“You never go beyond your shoelace,” she told
séniors during a forward lunge-style movement
“You don’t want your body to go too far because
you don’t want to be off balance.

“Do what your body allows. Don't push it.”

Sands also shared her thoughts about the men-
tal aspect of Tai Chi

“It's like meditation in motion,” she said. “You
¢lean your mind. That's why vou feel more
relaxed.”

Her message seemed to sink in with students.

“I find it relaxing in mind and body,” said Can
ton resident Jacgueline Reubee. “I can see where it
fits in with a healthy lifestyle.”

A newcomer to Tai Chi, she said she hopes it will
help her reach her fitness goals. Reubee plaris to
lose weight.

“This helps me get in the right mindset to do
that,” she said.

Besides the Summit class, the Taoist Tai Chi
Society holds both day and evening classes in Livo-
nia and Farmington Hills. Call (248) 332-1281 for
more information

Taxpayer assistance available Feb. 12 in Canton

will be available

For more information or to
schedule an appointment, call
Lynn River's Office at {(734)
c485-3741

Students to benefit from Yazaki gift to foundation

BY LAURIE HUMPHREY
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton students
will have one more scholarship
opportunity epen to them thanks
to Yazaki North America Inc. of
Canton Township,

“The contribution was just
made this week,” said Tom
Moore, vice president of finance
and information technology at
Yagaki. The $33,00Q endowment
given to the Canton Community
Foundation (CCF) will enable
two local high school seniors to
receive $3,000 each for up to
four years. The scholarship,
which is renewable each year
depending on grades, will be
awarded fos the first time this
year.

This scholarship is the second
of its kind by Yazaki.

“We have two Canton resi-
dents in the program already,”
said Moore. “Last year was the
first time we've offered scholar-
ships and each student got
$5,000 for up to four years.”
Again, the scholarship is renew-
able based on grades.

“Students need to have at
least a B average,” Moore
stressed. “And we'd prefer if the

ntudents lived in Canton and
attended a Michigan college or
university.”

Scholarship applications are
submitted to CCF, which actual-
ly receives the funds from Yaza-
ki. To date, Yazaki contributes
$63,000 annually to the non-
profit organization, which was
established to enhance education
and other quality of life issues
for Canton residents.

CCF President Joan Noricks
said: “We are very excited to be
able to start this endowment
fund with Yazaki. They have
been there for us for the last 10
years now and we truly appreci-
ate their continued support.”

The company's generosity
came about because of two fac-
tors.

“The community has been nice
to Yazaki in past years and we
are pleased to be here,” said
Moore.

The second reason involves the
recent move to their new head-
quarters built across the street
from their original location on
Haggerty Road.

“As part of the deal we have

with Canton Township, we got a
tax abatement for the new head-
quarters, but we have to give a

Woman reports
domestic abuse

A 31-year-old Canton woman
was the victim of domestic vio-
lence Jan. 27, according to police
reports. The weman told police
she was assaulted by her hus-
band. Reports said the couple
had been arguing for a week
prior to the incident

The woman accused her hus-
band of infidelity. She slapped
him and moments later he
kicked her and threw her to the
ground, reports said

When the woman threatened
to leave her husband, he threat-
ened her with physical harm,
reperts said

When police interviewed the
man, he admitted to throwing
his wife to the ground but
denied kicking or hitting her

The man wasn't arrested at

the time the police report was
written. Canton Police said,
however, a warrant was sought

and approved on Jan. 31 for
domestic violence

Police said notice of the war-
rant would be sent to the man
by mail and that he would have
to appear at 35th District Court
in Plymouth to answer to the
charge

Stereo stolen

More than $400 worth of
stereo equipment was stolen
from a 17-year-old Canton man's
vehicle Sunday
took his AM/FM
compact disc player as well as a
subwoofer. Reports said.entry to
was gained through

\{

Someone

the, vehicle

\

FEBS
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a side window, which was val-
ued at $200.

The vehicle was parked on
Applewood Street north of
Berwick at the time of the inci-
dent

Retail fraud

A 45-year-old Farmington
Hills man was arrested for first-
degree retail fraud Friday in
connection with an incident in
Canton.

The man attempted to steal
more than $130 worth of batter-
ies from Super Kmart on Ford,
reports said. Store loss-preven-
tion people said they say the
man hiding the batteries, which
were taken from two depart-
ments, in his pants and coat

Canton Police later took him
into custody., The man had out-
standing warrants from
Macomb County, also for retail
fraud, and Detroit on a drug
charge

Larceny

More than $200 worth of tools
were stolen from a 45-year-old
Canton man's home recently.

Reports said a router ($100),
power painter ($70) and orbital
sander ($40) were removed from
his home in the 40000 block of
Glengary between Dec. 22 and
Jan. 15. All of the items were
stolen from the home's garage.

Family

Attractions

THE GRATITUDE
- STEEL BAND

Live Caribbean Music and Entertainment.
On Stage in the Food Court, 6 pm - 9 pm.

A

FEB 12-13

HEIKEN PUPPETS PRESENTS
| FATHER MILLENNIUM'S
ZERO SHOW

Showtimes: Sat, Feb 12, Noon, Zpm & hpm.
Sun, Feb 13, lpm & 3pm.
On Stage in the Food Court.

SWING
THE NIGHT AWAY

Free Swing Dance Lessons.
S5pm - 9pm in the Food (ourt.

'y

percentage of that money we
save in the tax abatement back
to the community.”

Tax abatements are routinely
granted to businesses from local
governments as an incentive to
invest in that community
Approvals are usually based on
the number of jobs which would
be created for the area, the
amount of money that would
potentially be pumped back into
the community and the quality
of jobs involved in the business.

Moore was quick to peint out,
however, that Yazaki is only
required to contribute $33,000
annually. They will continue to
contribute $63,000 annually to
CCF.

“We at Yazaki are appreciative
of the continuing goodwill shown
to us by the community of Can-
ton,” he said. “And as a good
neighbor, we want to express
that appreciation.”

When asked about the
response of the two students
who have already received the
scholarships he replied, “they
are good kids who were happy
about the scholarship, but 1
think their parents were more
thrilled.”

Aside from grades, the win-

ning students are involved with _parallel job nd

community activities and suc-
cessfully write a short para-
graph or two about their future
endeavors,

Their futures do not need to

developer and manufacturet of
in-vehicle networks, electrical
distribution systems, instrumen-
tation, junction blocks, connector
systems, eleéctronics and

pany employs 1,400 at its Nonh
American corporate headquar-
ters and research center in Can

ton.

Yazaki North America is looking toteam. up with
local universities to bring coliege courses closer
to home, :

“It could happen this year,” said Tom Moore,
vice president of finance and information technol-
ogy for the Canton Township company. ;

Classes would be held in the company's new

site, previously used for office space, had its
grand opening last Thursday. The event drew
about 150 people, mostly Yazaki managers and
some invited guests - including longtime TV per-
sonality Mort Crim, a guest speaker,

“All associates will also get a chance to tour
the facility,” he said. Tours are scheduled during a
two to three hour period over the next couple of
days.

The primary purpose of the facility is to develop
the skills of Yazaki associates.

“Classes will be offered in supervisory skills
training, managerial skills, and other things need-
ed for their professional development.” he said,
adding “the executives here believe that the asso
Ciates are the key to being successful.”

Learning Center open to area colleges

Learning Center located on Haggerty Road. The-

‘many as 40 computers in a given location. “We

To that end, the company is offering growth
opportunities to its associates. Classes are
designed to heip associates gain the knowledge
necessary for their jobs and/o: professional -
advancement.

*We'll run similar classes for our suppliers, but
we won't be doing much with the facility in the
evening,” he said, -

Company officials felt this was ancther good
opportunity to support the community and began
looking into the idea of offering coliege classes
when the facility was not scheduled for use. 4

The 30,000-square-foot facility boasts muitiple
classrooms, two main conference rooms with the
newest in technological advancements and as

can offer specific training in computers to @ large
group of people,” Moore explained.

iawrence Technological Institute and School-
craft College are possible candidates to run the
night classes. Plans, however, are stifi in the pre-
liminary stage.

~-Laurie Humphrey







