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Newcomers: The Canton
Newcomers will hold
their monthly meeting 7
p.m. at the Sunflower
Clubhouse, 45800 Han-
ford. The organization is
designed for women liv-
ing in or near Canton
who are interested in
civie, social and charita-
ble activities. For infor-
mation call (734) 451-
5426 or visit the Web site
at: www.cantonnewcom-

ers.com
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Wanted:

New chief
for chamber

BY TEDD SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

S_—

Ryan Ambrozaitis has resigned after
18 months as executive director of the
Canton Chamber of Commerce,

Ambrozaitis, 30, stepped down to pur-
sue other opportunities this week in a
mutual agreement with the chamber’s
board of directors. His last day at work
was Monday.

“I am proud of the major accomplish-
ments the Canton chamber achieved
over the last year and a half,”
Ambrozaitis said Thursday. We have a
fabulous board of directors, great com-
mittees and a good staff.”

A one-paragraph statement from the
board Thursday praised Ambrozaitis for
his many “successful accomplishments
over the past one-and-a-half-years” and
wished him “continued success.”

Bargain hur

rs head for Canton Library, A3
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Deadly decislon: Mazin Naim Khomy, the front-seat passenger in this 1989 Mercury
Marquis, was killed when the car was struck by a train on Warren Road. Mazin’s broth-
er Ziad, who was driving, was injured in the crash.

1 killed, 1 hurt in wreck
at Canton rail crossing

sdaniel@oe homeécomm.net *

A 32-year-old Canton man was
killed and his brother badly
injured Thursday when a train
smashed into their car on Warren
Road.

Mazin Naim Khoury was pro-
nounced déad on the scene at
approximately 5:45 p.m.-His
brother, Ziad Naim Khoury, 35,

- also of Cantdn, is listed in fair con-

dition at the University of Michi-
gan-Hospital in Ann Arbor.
According to township police

<

reports, the elder brother was
driving at the time of the accident
Khoury, police said, went around
warning gates just east of Lotz
Road and was struck broadside by
a northbound train.

“It’s clearly a situation where
they made a fatal mistake by
going around the gates,” Canton
Police  Officer Leonard Sche-
manske said. “Because of the mas-
sive size of the train, it's hard to
judge its speed.”

A train was parked just north of
the rdilroad crossing facing south-
bound, said-Schemanske. A second
train, which’ police estimate was

traveling at 40 miles per hour,
came through the crossing head-
ing northbound.

“Witnesses said they kept look-
ing left (or north),” Schemanske
said, “and never looked right.”

The car was struck on the pas-
senger side door. Force of the
impact knocked the brothers’ vehi-
cle into a nearby ravine just north
of Warren Road.

Mazin Khoury was trapped
inside the 1989 Mercury Marquis
while his brother was éjected into
the ravine. Neither was wearing a

See WRECK, A2
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Player
collapses
at game,
dies

| ® Mark Bolger wasn't a star but

loved to play basketball as Salem
High School’s ‘12th man’ off the
beneh, said his father, Jeff. Family
and friends were still struggling
Saturday with the teen’s sudden
halftime collapse during Friday’s
game with Livonia Stevenson.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAF¥ WRITER

Plymouth Salem
junior Mark Bolger
loved being part of
the Rocks basketball
team. He was far
from being the star
player, but he loved
the camaraderie
with his teammates.

“He was the 12th
man, but he loved
being a part of the
fight and the strate-
gy.” said his father,
Jeff. “He'd only play
about 30 seconds or
a minute, and that
was generally if the
team was in a position that allowed for him to
get in. But he knew and accepted his role.”

Today, Bolger's' family of Plymouth Township
is struggling to understand why their son col-
lapsed during halftime of Friday night's home -
game with Livonia Stevenson, before being pro-
nounced dead at St. Mary Hospital in Livonia.

“He was one of my best friends, one of the best
people I know,” said Jeff Bolger. “He was very
smart, anll while not the best athlete, loved to
compete.”

Jeff Bolger was called by the public address

Mark Bolger

See PLAYER DIES, A3

BY SCOTT DANIEL
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Pit stop: A Cessna four-seater is backed
into the maintenance hangar.

done what we said we would do.”

Airport activity takes off with changes

STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

To borrow a phrase, Canton-Ply-
mouth Mettetal Airport has come a
long way, baby.

Since being purchased by the
Michigan Bureau of Aeronautics in
1993, the 63-acre facility at the cor-
ner of Joy and Lilley roads has
undergone dranatic changes.

From improved maintenance and
runway lighting to state-of-the-art
weather tracking and a new plane

The first place to visit
vhen you're looking for a
new place to live?
The Real Estate ads
in today’s ‘
HomeTown Classifieds!
TETESSRIESEE

taxi : &
much more than a cosmetic face-lift,
according to state and local officials

“A great deal of positive things
have happened since the state pur-
chased it,” said Al
Bosonetto, president
of Experimental Air-
craft Association
chapter 113. “Man-
agement is more sta-
ble. Maintenance of
the grounds is better,
I don't think anybody
s¢es long grass or
things in disarray
anymore. It has
become a first-class
organization.”

One of the people
most responsible for
Metut:‘l't turnaround
is Randy Coller. The ®
bureau of aeronautics S,
licensing. and enforcement manager
acts as supervisor of the airport.

He recently made a state-of-the-
airport presentation to Canton’s
Board of Trustees. Coller outlined
work done at Mettetal since 19983,

“I'm pleased with the progress
wé've made,” he said. “1 think we've

The bureau, which is a division of
Michigan's Department of Trans-
portation, has completed more than
50 projects at Mettetal since taking
over.

Improvements

“It was in pretty bad shape when
we bought it,” said Coller. “There was
a lot of deferred maintenance. Many
of the hangars were in bad shape as
well.”

Enclosed counterweights for doors,

have been done to the airport’s
hangars. A 14-unit “I~hangar,” which
cost $450,000, was also installed.
Mettetal currently has 126
hangars. Coller said
more will be added as
soon as funding allows
“I'd like to see¢ more
new hangars,” added
Fixed Base Operator
Doug Kitze. “We have
a waiting list of 200

plus.”
Mettetal's runway
was rebuilt and

widened. Coller said
drainage was improved
and the runway
enlarged from a width
of 45 to 75 feet for safe
ty

*Forty five feet is
very narrow,” he

added. “If there were significant,

crosswinds, it was difficult fo land.”
The taxiway adjacent to the run-
way was also redone. Pilots previous
Iy had to steer through several turns
before taking off
“It's a straight shot now
said.

* Coller

FILE PHOTO

Historical view: The Mettetal Airport office building as it
appeared in 1954. Recent improvements have updated the
facility, thanks to an influx of funds from the state

The runway’s lighting system was
modernized, too. Precision Approach
Path Indicator lights were installed
to, again, enhance safety, Coller said

Beyond the runway, a 20,000-gal
lon fuel farm was installed. It allows
pilots to fuel planes themselves

Mettetal's terminal building was
spruced up with new carpeting and
painting. Coller said a key move was
paving the parking adjacent to the
building

“That was the first thing we did
he said. “That went a long way to
improving the airport’s appearance 4

Jack-of-all-trades
Kitze wears many hats at Mette
tal, including maintenance man
When it snows he's the one who
clears the runway. He'll also be the
one who cuts the grass and does the
landscaping this sunmymer

As fixed base operator, Kitze is
responsible for collecting hangar

rents and repairing lnrpirll;c'\ when

needed. In short, if it needs to be

done at Mettetal, see Doug

“I'm generallv here seven days a
week,” he said

Kitze, who became Mettetal's FBO
in 1994, also runs a |
His aviation schaol
working with about 100 st

Would-be pilots range

teens to late 70

§ currentiy
uadents

from earl

Lessons are conducted

the airport

Kitze believes in getting students
off the gro in a hurry
“Many of our first lessons are In
the air,” he comumented. “If you can
drive to the airport, vyou can fly a
| Ne .
Please sec AIRPORT, A3
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Drlver, 63, killed after

carsmas

S e

A 83-year-old Ypsilanti man
died Wednesday after his car
slammed into a tree on Ford
Road :

Charles Frederick Carlton was
pronounced dead at Annapolis

- Hospital in Wayne. The accident

occurred at about 3:15 p.m.
“It was the first’fatal crashin
Canton this year,” said Town-

ship Police Officer Leonard

Schemanské. “We had nine last

year.
Carlton was heading north out
of the parking lot behind

Crash victim’s condition better

A critically injured Canton
Township man is improving fol-
lowing & Westland car crash that
killed two people, a University of
chl'ugun Hospital spokeswoman
said

’leothy Edwin Twardokus’
condition has improved from
critical to serious following a 91
mph, one-car accident that
occurred at 3:07 a.m. Jan. 15 on
westbound Cherry Hill near
Carlson. :

nger‘n nocory store towards
Ford Road and weét of Canton
Center when he lost control of
his 1988 Plymouth Voyager
minivan, police reports said.

The vehicle went down an
embankment, across a frozen

retention pond and back up the

other side, reports said. The
minivan then crossed both lanes
of traffic on Ford and hit a tree.
Police and Canton Fire Rescue
responded just mmutes after the
accident.
Carlton appeared to have a
“medical problem just prior to
the crash,” reports said. It's
unclear if he had expired prior to

Twardokus, 20, suffered
closed-head injuries in the acci-
dent that killed 18-year-old driv-
er Brian O’Donnell of Westland
and 20-year-old backseat passen-

- ger Scott Velasquez of Canton.

Two others in the car have
been released from hospitals,
including Twardokus’ 27-year-
old uncle, Timothy Andrew of
Detroit, and 23-year-old Donald
Raymond Woodruff of Westland,

O’Donnell lost control of a
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The property to be id

_, CITY OF PLYMOUTH

=.4% PLANNING COMMISSION NOTICE

sl CITY OF PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2000
7:00 PM

A n‘uhr of the Ph.nnmg Commission will be held on Wednesday,
February 9 2000 at 7:00 PM, in the Commission Chambers of the City Hall
to consider the following:
PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed resoning from B-3 General Business
to B-2 Central Business
Lepl D.-cripﬁon

ituated in the block bounded

Address

789 W. Ann Arbor Thradl
777 W. Ao Arbor Trail
747 W.Ann Arbor Trail
729 W. Ann Arbor Trail
711'W Ann Arbor Trail
471 S Main Street -

477 8. Main Street

536 8. Main Street

505 8. Main Street

by Main Street on the west, AmnArborTrnlontbenonh Deer Street on
memdemgSMMmemmMmmaduiydmbedu

Lot Numbes/Legal Description
Lot 703 Assessaors Plymouth Plat No. 20
Lot 704 Assessors Plymouth Plat No. 20
Lot 705 Assessars Plymouth Plat No. 20
Lot 706 Aasessors Plymouth Plat No. 20
Lot 707 Assessors Plymouth Plat No. 20
Lots 736 and 737 Also Ely % of Lot 738
. Also Nly % of Adj Vac Street
Assessors Plymouth Plat Ne. 20
Wiy % of Lot 738 Also Lot 739
Also Nly % OF Adj Vaac Street
Assessors Plymouth Plat No. 20
Part of Lots 740 TO 748
Incl and Part of Lot 750
Desc as Beg At SE Cor of
Lot 748 TH NSDEG 31M 00S E
136FT TH N77DEG 04M 158 W
302:9 FTTH S5DEG 51M 245W
189.92FTTH S 78DEG 5IM 348 E
148 24FT TH NSDEG 34M 00S E
484IFTTH ST7TDEG 2IM S E
151.73FT to the POB Also Lot 749
Assessors Plymouth Plat No. 20
T1S RSE L68 P&2WCR
Part of Lots 740 743 AND 744
- Also Sly ¥ Adj Vac Street
Desc as Beg NSDEG 51M 248 E
8.7FT from SW Corof Lot 740 = -
TH NSDEG 51M 248 E 83.06FT TH
S77DEG 51M 408 E 167.67FT TH
SEDEG 02M 068 W 856.33 FT'TH
N77DEG 04M 158 W 18567FTTO
The POB Assessors Plymouth Plat Ne: 20
TISREELSS PA2WCR - -
Part of Lots 744 745 AND 746
Also Sly % Adj Vac Street
Desc As Beg NSDEG 31M E 4625
FT From SE Cor of Lot 746 TH .,

'SSDEG $1M E 87.32FT to the POB
T1S REE L68 P42 WCR

S18PT of Lot 750 Also Lot 751
Assessors Plymouth Plat No. 20

Lot 753 Assessors Plymouth plat No. 20
Lot 754 Assessors Plymouth plat No. 20

PUBLIC HEARING ,
Proposed rezoning from B-1 General Business and RM-I Multiple

TaxID Number
006-10-0703-000

006-10-0704-000
006- 100705000
006-10-0706-000
008-10-0707-000
006-100736-000

006-10-0738-002

006-10-0740-302

006-100740-303

006-10-0744-304

008-10-0750-002
006-100752-000
008-100753-000
006- 1007544000 .

hés into tree

»tbacruh

-were

' traffic fatality since Dec. 22.

" Ford just east of Napier Road.

A final determination will be |
made by the Wayne County
Medical Examiner’s office, said

Drugs and “alcohol don’t
appear to be involved in the acci- -
dent, he added. No other injuries

Carlton’s death is the first

Jyothi Eadara, a 48-year-old :
Ann Arbor woman; was killed on

She lost control of her car after
trying to pass a school bus and
was hit broadside.

1997 Ford Escort and slammed
broadside into a tree in front of
Kirk of Our Savior Presbyterian |
Church. The driver’s side hit the
tree. :

srmmmnmmm

Mtormath Police and rescue vehicles block off the train crossing on ‘Warren Thurs-

wrGCK from page A1

Westland police said the young
men had left a party. Police are
awaiting autopsy results to
determine whether alcohol or
marijuana played a role in the
crash.

seatbelt, Schemanske said.

Canton Fire and Rescue work-
ers were on the scene in less
than four minutes, he added.
Ziad Khoury was taken teo
Annapolis Hospital and later

(JustEostofMalnSt.)
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flown to U-M for treatment. He
had multiple head and body
injuries, Schemanske said.
Police said alcohol was not
involved in the accident.
It was the second fatal acci-
dent in Canton in as many days.

Charles Frederick, 63, Carlton
was killed Wednesday after his
car struck a tree near Ford Road.
Police believe the Ypsilanti man
may have had “medical problem
just prior to the crash.”
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SHURGARD STORAGE CENTER

Notice is hereby given that the following unit(s) will be sold to the highest
bidder by open auction on February 25, 2000 at approximately 9:30 am at
Shurgard Storage located at 2101 Haggerty Rd., Canton, MI 48187

Unit #3032 - Steven Hewer - Bookshelf, Baby Furniture, Misc. Toys, Curio

(313)

I

St. Raphael Catholic School

31500 Beechwood.» One block north of Ford Road, off Merriman
Garden City

St, ‘Raphael's -
A School With
Something Extra:

CALL
425-9771

OPEN HOUSE
7 pm-8:30 pm Wed., Feb. 2

¢ Religious Education
¢ Academic Excellence
* Work Ethic-
* Community Minded
* Art, Gym,
Music, Computers
¢ Field Trips
* Average Class Size -
25 Students
¢ Full and % day kindergarten

1:‘{; Cw‘"‘"“‘: * Bus Service Available
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES
BIBLE STUDY v
FOR ORDINARY PEOPLE
WOMEN ONL

Each week we will explore down-
to-earth answers for problems
related to

Making things right with others;
Forgiving those who have hurt
you,

Conquering impure thoughts;
Winning the battie with pride and
selfish ambition,

Learning 1o be totally honest and
transparent;

Living as a peacemaker in a
world of broken relationships,
And living up to.all you know to

Commencing
35" E. 44.48 feet along the

To B-1 General
Legal Description
The v to be ed for rezoning is the southeast corner of Ann |}
Arbor Trail and Mill Street, also known as 138 E. Ann Arbor Trail asd
vacant property. More described as:
Part of Lots 890, 894, 895, and 8§96 of "ASSESSOR'S PLYMOUTH PLAT

of way line of Ann Arber Trail (86
wide) to the POINT OF BIOINNING G
NOSAIDW mﬂm&ommﬂ}mnﬂ

,vnvn $7.50
for oach additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit
oy :

| B
,@antnn(‘l)hsewer

A mme commumeutim Network™ mmtlon
South Main, Mi 48170

: (Bﬂvm Ann Arbor Rd. and Ann rbor Tr., acrpss from March Tire)

mm i

cAmm mm
- One p-....,. AT RN
: Oncm T8¢, Citizen) ... ,sal.oo m aﬁ»
m........,‘...)u per copy -

Ootn«(ndm Moo

ng mnmwmmummn
: 96 M{mm ‘
m«mm

be-right 8o lips and life may
agree

TO REGISTER CALL:

(734) 453-1525

God has a plan for changing us from what
we used 10 be into what we've become and
finally into everything we could be. Find out
how by attending our
Women's Bibjé Study
on “Spiritual
Discipiines for
Orchinary Peopie ”
This is a Bible Study
for women who want
1o live holy lives and
are always on the
lookout for help to
spiritual maturity

The study will be held on Wednesday
evenings for 10 weeks from %df}a‘ m
Jinning Wedn: ¢ F I 0
The cost of the book is SSJC

Plymouth Church of the Nazarene
45801 Ann Arbor Road, Plymouth
{1/4 Mile West of Sheldon Road) l

\\”'!
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. HAVING TROUBLE
MAKING THE GRADE?

Club Z! offers affordable one-onbne
tutoring in the comfort of your home!

IS YOUR CHILD

12th.

* Qualified Teachers * All Subjects
¢ Remedial and Enrichment Programs
* Complimentary Evaluation

Call For More Information

734-844-0078

www.clubztutoring.com
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STAFY PEOTO BY PAUL HURSCEMANN
Planes sit on the runway outside the main hangar at Mettetal Wednesday.

Airport from page Al

Helping hands

If Coller and Kitze are Mette-
tal's glue, the citizens advisory
board is the backbone.

The seven-person board was
formed shortly after the state
took over. Chairman Mark Mer-
lanti says ‘the board’s most
important function is to provide
a forum for frank discussion
about the airport.

“When airport issues come
up,” he said, “they can be heard
in a public forum where anyene
can attend.”

The board consists of four
state-appointed representatives,
two Canton residents and one
from Plymouth Township. Mer-
lanti said the board is a “proce-
dural animal” that has no bind-
ing authority.

The board meets monthly.
Merlanti said his job is to run a
smooth meeting and make sure
the right federal, state or local
officials are on hand to answer
questions.

“We have the appropriate peo-
ple at the meetings at the appro-
priate times,” Merlanti said.

Numbers up

From all indications, improve-
ment and administrative efforts
have paid off for Mettetal.

Since its takeover, “move-
ments,” which encompass take-
offs and landings, have doubled.
Mettetal registered about 30,000
movements in 1993,

That number jumped to about -

85,000 by 1998, according to
Coller. He said that's more than
most similar-sized airports and
nearly 20,000 movements more
than Jackson's airport-which has
two runways.

Mettetal's activity level could
go even higher in years to come.,
While no plans are on the board,
Coller said the possibility of
adding a restaurant to the air-
port exists.

It would provide revenue and
exposure for Mettetal, he
explained. Bosonetto said its not
uncommon for a group of pilots
to fly to specific airports for
breakfast or lunch just for the
fun of it.

“We call it the $500 burger,”
he joked.

Aviation junkies

Bosonetto's Experimental Air-
craft Association chapter has
called Mettetal home for nearly
four decades.

“Our organization is for people
that love airplanes,” he said.
“We love to talk about them and
work on them.”

Besides pursuing their hobby,
EAA members take an active
role at the airport. Bosonetto
said they help with maintenance
and even don a paint-cap when
needed.

In addition, Chapter 113 con-
ducts safety seminars and
awards scholarships to aspiring
pilots. Then there’s the Father's
Day Fly-In/pancake breakfast.

“We've been doing it for 15
yvears now,” said Bosonetto
“Part of the proceeds goes to the
scholarship fund.”

EAA is just happy that it can
continue at Mettetal. Bosonetto
thinks the state did the right
thing in buying the airport.

“As an airport user in the com-
munity,” he said, “if it had gone
away it would've been a dagger
in our hearts. We would've had
no place to go."

Big deals
Canton Library kicks off
annual used book sale

BY LAURIE HUMPHREY
STAFF WRITER

Book aficionados and bargain
hunters alike should mark Tues-
day on their calendars

Friends of Canton Public
Library will start hosting its
11th annual Big Used Book Sale
on that day during regular
library hours. The sale continues
through the end of the month

“This is the usually the great
big sale in May,” said Marcia
Barker, Friends and Volunteer
Coordinator for Canton Public
Library, “but with the new con-
struction going on, the Meeting
Room (where the sale is held’
will not be available in May.”

This event should not be con
fused with other sales held by
Friends of the Canton Public
Library, There are three smaller
sales each vear as well, but
th
items, such as con pe act discs

B H’kt' IS eéXCit «\h A yoat
vear's Big [ sed Book Sale say

this

ing, “We probably have more
books than ever before. ™ Shw
attributes the overflow of books
to more people donating than
ever before

“Normally, the books are

dropped off in the back, but with
the construction, all donations
had to be accepted right in the
library. The donation boxes were
put in the front of the library
them

and more people saw

e sales focus only on speci f ¢

B The Big Used Book

Sale begins Tuesday

and continues through-
out February during
library hours.

Some people didn’t even know
we accepted donations before
they saw the boxes.”

As a result, the 225-member
Friends group has hundreds of
boxes of donated books

“We have a wide variety to
sell: mystery, non-fiction, biogra-
phy, technical, romance, chil-
dren’s books also have
compact discs, audio tapes

- and we

and videos,” i

books on tape said
Barker
“We run the gamut and sell

just about everything that isn't
nailed down,” she quipped

WMt rf thetems sl sell dor

50 cents to $1, but there are
some specialty items which will
sell far as much as $10 “But
that is rare.” Barker admitted
Money from the sale 18 used by
Friends of the Canton Public
Library to support special pro
grams run in the library. Money
1s also allocated to support spe

cial enhancements which are not

in the library budget, sach as

the two large giraffes in the

youth section of the hibrary
While nobody has ever kept

track of how many people attend
the Big Used Book Sale, Barker
did say the event usually nets
$12,000 to $15,000. “That's a
week's worth of sales,” she said
“This is the first time we've done
it for a month.”

The two most popular sellers
at the book sale are children’s
books and mysteries according to
Barker. However, the sales also
draw book dealers who will buy
all types of books

’lanning for this event is a
huge undertaking, and it takes a
vear-round commitment from
volunteers. Books need
sorted; transported from the
drop-off point at the library.to
the storage facility, which is a
tool shed behind the historical
Travis-Bartlett House;
portation back to the library for
the sale; and workers are
needed at the sale

“We have a wonderful crew of
about 20-25 people,” Barker
S ud

Admission

to be

trans

also

to the event 1s free
open to everyone. Regular
hours of the Canton Public
Library, at 1200 S. Canton Cen
ter Road, are
p.m., Monday-Thursday; 9:30
a.m. to,5 pm. Friday and Satur-

and

9:30 am. to 9

day; and noon to 5 p.m. on Sun
day. Questions regarding the Big
Used Book Sale should be direct
ed to (734) 397-0999

Photo exhibit captures soccer players

Action photographs of local
high school socéer players are on
display through Feb. 29 at the
Plymouth District Library, 223
S. Main St., Ply

Bill Dean,

ymouth
a professional pho

F

tographer from Plymouth, shot
the pictures of Plymouth-Salem
High School “Rocks”™ and Ply
mouth Christian Academy
*Eagles ‘}\1.«1'\«‘1’\ during their
1999 seasons ks were

The Ro«

CLARIFICATION

state finalists 1in 1999 with a 23
2.2 record under head coach Ed
McCart h\ I.“.- Fagles were
regional finalists with a 15-4-4
record under head coach Rick
Erickson

BY C.J. RISAK
STAFF WRITER

Quiet. Unassuming. And
competitive.

Mark Bolger was all of these
things. A highly motivated ath-
lete, Mark would run almost
every day. In the fall, he ran
cross country. In the winter, he
played basketball. In the
spring, he ran track.

In all of these, he was a var-

~ gity-level competitor. Only nat-
ural for Mark. He was alsp a
top-notch student.

“He was at the top of his
class,” said Rick Wilson, Bol-
ger’s junior varsity basketball
coach and assistant to varsity
coach Bob Brodie. Wilson was
also Bolger’s counselor.

“He took the most challeng-
ing classes we offered,” Wilson
added. “The kid could run like

the wind.

“That's what's so puzzling
about this.”

The shock surrounding Bol-
ger’s death was palpable Sat-
urday. “I've known him since
third grade,” said friend Ryan
Haydon. “So did Jeff (Haar}.”

Confirmation of his friend’s
death didn’t come until after
the game, when the team gath-
ered at Nick Tochman’s house,
Brodie, Wilson and the rest of
the Salem coaching staff
brought the tragic news.

“I just started ¢rying uncon-
trollably,” Haydon said.

The team spent the night at
Tochman’s home. What else
they might do to honor their
‘friend and teammate was still
being considered. A wristband
bearing his jersey number — 30
- was one alternative.

His health was not in ques-

Player dies from page A1

‘Everybody wanted to be
Mark Bolger’s friend’

tion. All athletes, from fresh-
men level to warsity, are
required to have a physical
examination on file, according
to Salem athletic administrator
John Robinsen. “They don’t
even get to tryout unless they
have a physieal on file in our
office,” Robinson said.

That physical must be signed
by a physcian; it must include
the athlete’s history and cur-
rent condition, and it must be
done annually. Bolger had no
previous physical problems, .
Robinson said. ;

Bolger's ¢ross country and
track coach, Geeff Baker, was
out of town Saturday. His wife, -
Sue, knew Mark. ,

“Everybody wanted to be
Mark Bolger's friend,” she said.
“He was just a wonderful boy.
What happened is just a
shame. It's awful.”

announcer to the boys locker-
room at halftime. When he
arrived, he saw coaches
attempting CPR on Mark.

“He was grasping for a
breath, and then stopped
breathing,” said Bolger, who
assisted in trying to resusci-
tate his son. “I tried as hard as
I could, everybody did.”

Canton Township EMS
arrived and transported the
16-year-old student to St
Mary

“He was at the hospital for
about 20 minutes hefore he
passed away,” said his mother,
Pam.

Rocks’ coach Bob Brodie said
Mark collapsed during his half-
time talk,

“He was sitting down and
then he slumped over,” said
Brodie. “We gently laid him
down and began CPR. [ stayed
with him until the ambulance
left.”

The rest of the team was
sent back onto the floor at the
end of halftime to finish the
game. The Wayne County
Medical Examiner’s office said
it will take approximately 6-8
weeks to determine the cause

of death.

“Mark was in very good
shape. He was very careful
about what he ate. He took
good care of himself,” his moth-
er said.

Pam Bolger also described
her son as “a teacher's dream.”

Mark had straight A's
throughout his school career,
and had just been accepted
into the National Honor Soci-
ety.

“He worked hard at school,
and recently finished in the 98
percentile in the PSAT tests,”
she said.

According to his dad, Mark
did a lot of research on college,
with his early choices Michi-
gan, Michigan State, Duke,
Brown and Cornell. He consid-
ered studies in journalism.

What even makes his death
stranger is that Mark was in
good shape, participating in
cross country, track and soccer
along with basketball

“Mark was a u ry personable
young man, well-liked by hx~
teammates, md always had a
kind word,” said Brodie. “He
always gave a great effort
He'll be dearly missed.”

The basketball players had
begun a tradition of going to a
player’'s home after a Friday
night game, and oddly enough,
the team was supposed to go to
Mark's home after Friday
night's contest.

“He cleaned the basement,
had the cards ready on the
card table.,” said Jeff Bolger.

Instead, the team assembled
at another player’s house,
where they were told by coach-
es that Mark had passed away

The playvers spent the night
together, talking well into the
night befere falling asleep

Mark Bolger is survived by
his parents and brother,
Bryan,13, an East Middle
School eighth grader

Funeral arrangements were
incomplete as of press time
Visitation is scheduled to begin
Sunday at the Vermeulen

Funeral Home, 46401 W_ Ann
Arbor Road in Plymouth Town-
ship. from 6-9 p.m. Further

infermation concerning
arrangements can be obtained
from Vermeulen by calling
(7341 459-2250

A story about the WSDP }'\1
CATCH car raffle on Page ‘
the Jan. 23 Canton Observer

should have identified the con
wn for tickets as Kelly
Brown of Carron Industries
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SAVINGS

‘TUESDAY,
FEBRUARY 1

SeniorCitizensDay
STOREWIDE Shop at Parisian and enjoy

these special privileges®

- Savings of 15% for customers aged 50-59

- Savings of 20% for customers aged 60-69

- Savings of 25% for customers age 70 and over

- Register for your Parisian Generations card

- Doors open at 9:00 am

*9am-12 pm

Refreshments served
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Visit our Fashion Jewelry Department
where a Swarovski Representative
will be giving away a Free Gift
with Swarovski purchase
* Limited to the first 20 customers



http://www.observer-eccentric.com
http://www.o6server-eccentrjc.com




