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Benefit: The Farmington
Players are opening their
run “Of Mice and Men”
with a benefit for the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen
on Friday, Feb. 4./E1

Gaming: Cathy Koch of
Farmington Hills works
at Detroit’s MGM Grand
Casino where winners
and losers are born every
minute. /E1
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Find just what you need,
from toy soldiers to dining
room tables in today’s
HomeTown Classifieds!

Board OKs

pay hike

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Canton’s elected officials are getting
a 3-percent pay raise this year.

The town-hip's Board of Trustees
approved the raise for all non-union
township employees Tuesday. That
includes department directors as well
as numerous mid-level managers and
lower-level employees.

Administrative and Community Ser-
vices Director Dan Durack said raises
have been 3-to-4 percent for quite some

time.
Ploase see WAISES, X7
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Servm.g the Canton Commumty for 25 years

CANTON

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
AND SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITERS

A Canton woman who had only been
in the United States 12 days before
allegedly stabbing her husband to
death was arraigned on an open mur-
der charge Tuesday.

Kinnari Sutariya, 20, wrapped in a
blanket and hospital scrubs, pleaded
not guilty to open murder at 35th Dis-
trict Court in Plymouth. She held her
face in her hands and cried as she left
the ¢courtroom.
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Sutariya spoke her native language,
Gujerati, through translator Manish
Mehta of Ann Arbor, though she can
speak some English. Gujerati is a lan-
guage spoken in her native Western
India.

Judge John MacDonald instructed
Mehta to advise Sutariya of her right
to remain silent and her right to an
attorney. Mehta told MacDonald that

she understood her rights and that she -

wanted a court-appointed attorney.
Open murder carries a maximum

Please sem Al0

Cultural differences
create special needs

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

Domestic violence is a problem
affecting all income groups, races, reli-
gions and marriage types — including
arranged marriages, according to a
local expert.

Ilene Hogan, domestic violence pro-
gramming coordinator for First Step in

Plymouth, said her staff has dealt with
all cultural walks of life, including
India natives.

With arranged marriages, isolation
can play a powerful role, particularly
with immigrants.

“(Women) might feel they have
nowhere else to go,” Hogan said. “They

Please see DIFFERENCES, A10
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Wife charged in fatal stabbing

Newlyweds moved to Canton after marriage in India

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
In court: Kinnari Sutariya during her arraignment on an open
murder charge Tuesday in 35th District Court.

Deadly scene: An
American flag flies
over the home where
William Hope died in
a fire late Tuesday.
At right, park resi-
dent Barbara Cor-
mack remembers
Hope as a friendly
neighbor.

$1 million

spruce-up

-set for softball center |

LEISURE SERVICES MASTER PLAN

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.horiecomm.net

More than $1 million will be spent to
upgrade Canton Softball Center in
2000.

The township plans to make the cen-
ter more player and family friendly
through ballfield renovations, construc-
tion of a pavilion/restroom facility and
extensive landsca Supervisor Tom
Yack said the worl tmamuch needed.

“I think it's critical,” he said. “We're
trying to produce a theme out there.
When you enter the complex that
theme will be carried through to all of
the uses so it's not a hodgepodge.”

The softball center may eventually
include an indoor soccer facility, golf
dome and ice arena. Its spruce-up is
Jm one component of Canton’s new

Leisure Services Master Plan.
By law, the township must update

‘ack said the town-
ation grants without submitting a

plan.

Plan submitted to board

A draft version was presented to
Canton trustees recently. The plan will
likely be approved by the board next
month, said Yack

Ann Arbor-based Beckett and Raed-

er, a landscape architect, planning and
engineering firm, prepared the docu-
ment.

“The community voiced a lot of
approval about Canton’s recreational
facilities in our surveys and focus
groups,” said John lacoangeli, a senior
partner at Beckett and Raeder. “There
were no great negatives or overwhelm
ing needs expressed.”

It didn’t come as a surprise to Yack

“The community has a good reputa
tion for leisure services,” he said
“That's something we can build on and
something the community can feel gm-‘i

Mobile home fire

kills resident, 67

ROYAI. HOLIDAY ESTATES

"BY SCOTT DANIEL

STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

Fire claimed the life of a 67-year-old
Canton man late Tuesday.

William Romone Hope died from
apparent smoke inhalation, according
to Township Fire Marshal Dave Cham-
pagne. A final determination will be
made by the Wayne County Medical
Examiner’s office, he said.

Careless smoking is thought to be
the cause of the blaze, said Cham-
pagne. The fire began at about 11 p.m
at Hope's residence in the Royal Holi-
day Estates mobile home park on War-
ren Road.

“We believe he had fallen asleep,”

Champagne said. “He became aware of

the fire and tried to exit the home, but
was unable to do 80.”

Canton emergency dispatch received
a 911 call at 11:09 p.m. and fire units
responded four minutes later. A neigh-
bor of Hope’s made the call, said Cham-
pagne.

Flames were visible from the home
as firefightérs arrived, according to
department reports. Rescue and fire-
fighting efforts began immediately
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_Thirty-nine years and counting

STAUY PRomo BY BRyax Mo

Special evening: Elaine and Rich Aron celebrate their 39th
wedding anniversary with a dance at the Canton Communi
ty Foundation Winter Ball Friday night. For more photos

The master plan ocutlines the town

" Please sce LEISURE SERVICES , A6
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Prehmmary hearmg under Way in Plymouth murder

Bv TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
’thmwlto.oc.ho-mmet

The children of a former Ply-

~mouth woman believed to have

" been murdered and dismem-

bered say their parents had a big.

argument Deg. 19 at their Roe
Street home when their mother

was caught talking to a male’

friend in England.
However, they didn’t suspect

anything strange when the next

day their mother was missing
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because it had happened once
before, last August when she left
her’ famlly to return to her
native Great Britain, -

‘While the children may not

"have suspected anything, Wayne
County prosecutors began pre- -

senting their case dunng a pre-
Jliminary exam Frlday in 35th
District Court in Plymouth.
Azizul Islam, 50, is charged with
first degree murder and mutila-
tion of a body in the death of his
estranged wife, Tracy, 35.
Despite protests by defense
attorney Michael Schwartz,
Judge Ron Lowe allowed. the
‘progecution to adjourn the pre-
liminary exam until Feb. 16,
when Tracy's sister Anita Ross is
expected to testify and DNA
tests on the body parts are
expected to be ready from the
Michigan State Police crime lab.
An argument on the last day

_anyone saw Tracy Islam alive

began when her husband over-
heard a telephone conversation

i which Tracy was talking to a

man in England.

“I love you. I miss you. I'm not
going te stay with this guy,”
Joseph Islam, 16, testified to
what his father said he heard
Tracy tell the man from England
during the conversation. “He
(Azizul) began yelling, ‘This
woman cheated on me. I can't
believe it.”

After an argument which last-
ed close to an hour, Tracy stayed
away from Azizul the rest of the
day, according to testimony by
their daughter Anna, 14.

“She wanted to leave nght
then, but dad said, ‘I don’t want
you to leave like this. I still want
us to be friends,™

Anna testified that she and
her mother fell asleep in Anna’s
room, which the two were shar-
ing during Tracy’s visit last
month. When she and heér broth-
er awoke, her mother was gone.

+“I just figured she left because
she left the first time,” Anna tes-
tified.

Anna said her mother’s lug-

gage was gone, but her tooth-
brush @and watch were left
behind.

“My father would be depressed
sometimes, ever since my moth-
er left.,” Anna said. “Sometimes
he would cry.”

The teens testified that Tracy’s
sister, Anita Ross, called the
Islam home trying to find Tracy.

“Dad was on the phone yelling
at Anita, saying ‘don’t play
games with me. Tracy is there,
don't lie,” said Joseph.

After testifying, Joseph
walked up to his father at the
defendant's table and embraced
him before leaving the court-
room. The pair began weeping,
as did several family members
who consoled each other. Lowe
then called for a recess..Azizul
Islam was heard sobbing while
isolated in a nearby room during
the break.

Prosecutors began laying out
their case during the six-hour
preliminary examination.
Despite the lack of positive iden-
tification, authorities believe
arms and legs found in a Dump-

»
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——

Bty .

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JANUARY 27, 2000

(C)A3

Canton man, 20
still hospitalized

Azizul
Islam (left)

looks on Fri-
day while
his attorney,
Michael
Schwartz,
completes
some paper-
work during
a break in

liminary
examination
in the mur-
der of his
wife, Tracy.

STAFF PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN
ster at an A&W restaurant in -

Dearborn Dec. 22 belonged to a
torso found in a field in northern
Ohio Dec. 31. They're hoping
DNA testing due by Feb. 11 will
identify the body as that of
Tracy Islam.

Dawn Bassitt of Millbury,
Ohio, testified that she and her
husband saw a well-dressed man
with a light-colored minivan or
sport utility vehicle in a field
where the torso was found.
Bassitt gave authorities a
description of the man, although
she testified she couldn’t posi-
tively identify him.

“He was standing in weeds
wiping his feet and looking at
us,” testified Bassitt. “He was
clean-cut, wearing a suit and
overcoat. I believed him to be
foreign, either Middle Eastern or
Italian.”'

Azizul Islam was born in
Bangladesh.

“He was well dressed and did-
n't look the part of someone
you'd find standing in a field,”
said her husband, John Bassitt.

James Cholak, the manager of

Advantage
Rent A Car at Dick Scott Dodge
in Plymouth, testified that he
rented a white minivan to Islam,
who wanted a 24-hour, unlimit-
ed mileage lease. Cholak testi-
fied that Islam, dressed in “busi-
ness attire with a long treach
coat-like jacket,” picked up the
van around 10 a.m. He returned
the vehicle approximately five
hours later with 213 miles on it

When prosecutors asked to
continue the exam, Schwartz
objected.

“The case against my client
isn't very strong,” pleaded
Schwartz to Lowe. “This is one of
the weakest cases for first
degree murder I've ever seen.”

Judge Lowe remanded Islam
back to the Wayne County jail
without bond. However, he did
note, “I have to concur with
defense counsel when he says
this case is just thin threads
right now ... but it's not unnsual
for the case to be weak when the
entire case hasn't been present-
ed.”

21st District Legislative Advisory Council sets meeting

The 21st District Legislative
Advisory Council, established
last year by state Rep. Bruce
Patterson, R-Canton, will meet

[ &t 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 27 in

the Van Buren- Township
Offices, 46425 Tyler Road, in

Sheldon Room.

Patterson, associate Speaker
Pro Tempore of the Michigan
House, represents the 21st Dis-

trict, which includes the town-

ships of Canton,” Sumpter and
Van Buren -and the city of
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The advisory council meets
with Patterson to discuss leg-
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such as agriculture, crime pre-
vention, health or education are
encouraged to participate

For more information about
the advisory council, call (800)
555-5021.
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe. homecomm.net

A Canton than remains hospi-
talized in critical condition fol-
lowing a Jan. 15 double-fatality
accident in Westland.

Timothy Edwin Twardokus |,
20, is in University of Michigan
hospital with closed head
injuries. “He's still in a coma-
like state,” Westland police Offi-
cer Jack McIntosh said.

Twardokus’ nephew, Timothy
Andrew Twardokus, 27, who suf-
fered multiple fractures to his
left leg and pelvis, was released
Saturday from the hospital, a
public relations spokeswoman
said.

The Twardokuses survived a
91 mph, one-¢ar crash that
killed 18-year-old driver Brian
O'Donnell of Westland and 20-
year-old back-seat passenger
Scott Velasquez of Canton.

The Twardokuses were back-
seat passengers in the 1997 Ford
Escort.

-
F“'e from page Al

A fith man, 23-year-old front-
seat passenger Donald Raymond
Woodruff of Westlantl, was treat-
ed and released at a local hospi-
tal.

The accident occurred at 3:07
a.m. Jan. 15 on westbound Cher-
ry Hill Road near Carlson, after
the five young men left a party
in Westland, McIntosh has said.

O'Donnell lost control of the
Escort, which gpun out of control
and slammed into a tree in front
of Kirk of Our Savior Presbyteri-
an Church, police Sgt. Peteér
Brokas said.

The driver’s side of the car hit
the tree, and O'Donnell was
declared dead at Oakwood Hos-
pital/Annapolis in Wayne.

O’Donnell attended Westland
John Glenn High School.

Westland police have con-
firmed that marijuana and alco-
hol are being investigated as a
possible cause 4n the accident,
but McIntosh said official autop-
sy results may not be available
for several weeks.

year,” said Cormack, who last
saw him before Christmas.

Hope was having his home
remodeled.

“He said he was going to get
that done no matter what,” Cor-
mack said.

Did you know?

8 Friday, Jan.-28, is “Fun at
Work Day?” Plan an activity
that will result in fun and
laughter in your work environ-
ment.

B Mackinaw City Winter
Sports Weekend and the Lud-
ington Area Winter Fun Fest
are both held Jan. 28-30?

B This year Chinese New
Year celebrates the year of the
dragon?

@ On Jan. 31 1990, McDon-
ald’s Corp. opened its first fast-
food restaurant in the Soviet
Union?

B Scotch tape was developed
in 1928 by Richard Drew of the
3M Company?

Multi-media

Here are some books on CD
available from the library:

® “Cat and Mouse™ by James
Patterson

8 “Dead in the Water™ by Stu-
art Woods

B “The Eleventh Command-
ment” by Jeffrey Archer

B “The Hammer of God” by
Arthur C. Clarke

B “The Horse Whisperer” by
Nicholas Evans

Web Watch

Check out these Web sites:
B www.amazingmail.com
B www.brain.com

B www_filmfestivals.conr
B www.idealady.com

Cruise ship fiction

Here are some selections to
keep in mind if you're planning
a holiday at sea:

—“Great Circle™by Peter—

Prince

B “My Runaway Heart” by
Miriam Minger

W “Angels Will N
John Straley

@ “Bluebeard’s Last Stand”™ by
Alistair Boyle

® “Princess Charming” by

vot Care” by

Jane Heller

B “You Belong to Me” by

Mary Higgins Clark

Q&A

Q: Who was Eddie Slovik?

A: Private Eddie Slovik, born
in Detroit in 1920, was assigned
to Company G, 109th Infantry,
28th Division, U.S. Army. His
death sentence, the first for
desertion since the ‘Civil War,
was execution by firing squad.
Slovik was only 24 when his exe-
cution took place on Jan. 31,
1945, His death has been a sub-
ject of controversy for many
years,
Slovik’s remains were exhumed
in 1987 for reburial beside his
wife, Antionette, who died in
1979, after years of effort to
clear his name and have his
body returned to the U.S.

The source for this informa-
tion is “Chase’s 2000 Calendar
of Events.”

Librarians’ choice

Here are some top nonfiction
picks by librarians:

8@ “The Best American Recipes
1999

B “Foreign Correspondence”
by Geraldine Brooks

B8 “Hot Chocolate for the Mys-
tical Soul” by Arielle Ford

8@ “The Lexus and the Olive
Tree” by Thomas L. Friedman

B “The Culture of Fear” by
Barry Glassner

B “Faster: The Acceleration of
Just About Everything™ by
James Gleick

Hot topic of the week

B Black History Month! Tradi-
tionally it's February, the month
containing Abraham Lincoin’s
and Frederick Douglas' birth-
days, An observance of a special
period to recognize achieve-
ments and contributions by
African Americans. Launched by
Dr. Carter G. Woodson in 1926,
it was designated Negro History
Week. The observance period
was initially one week, but since

1976 the entire month has beer
set aside for celebration

@ the Canton Library s com
piled by Laura Dorogi of the
Library staff. The library ts locat
ed at 1200 S. Canton Center. For
more information about {ibrary

g . M 20~
programs and services, caii ]

0999

Artists sought for Liberty Fest

Canton Township is seeking
artists for the ninth annual Fine
Art and Fine Craft Show at Lib
erty Fest 2000

Dates of the show are June 24
25  The hours are Saturday
from 10 am. until 9 pm. and

Sunday from 11 am. until 5 p.m

Artists can choose to display
their work under “the big tents”
or can bring their own tent

In addition, any art student in
middle school or high school in
the Plymouth-Canton district
can~display and sell art in the

and Bruce Silver. There's no
entry fee for students

The art show s a juried show
and each participant will be
required to submit slides or pic
tures of his or her work from the
painting

approved categories

prints, sculpture, ceramics, jew
elry, drawing, pastel and select
ed fine crafts. No commercially

produced merchandise will be
allowed
Deadline for
mission is Apnil 15
information contact Sharon Dil

application sub

Friendly chat:
State rep.

“'Bruce Patter- |

son (right)
chats with
Dick Lewis-
ton (left) and
Judge
Wilder.

Foundation ball is a party with a mission

Good time: Food
and mingling
were high priori-
ties Friday at the
Canton Commu- :
nzty Foundation -
Winter Ball.
annual event was
expected to raise
about $70,000 for
the foundation,
which works to
enhance educa-
tion, performing
arts and other
quality of life
issues for Ply-
mouth-Canton
area residents.

Off the bench: Judge Ron Lowe (center) spends
time with some Winter Ball guests.

First buried in France,’
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Prices may vary after January 30, 2000, if there are market variations.
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