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School board: The Ply-
mouth-Canton Communi-
ty Schools Board of Edu-
cation will meet at 7 p.m.
at Eriksson Elementary
School, 1275 N. Haggerty,
Canton.

FRIDAY

Whaler watching: The Ply-
mouth Whalers take on
the Windsor Spitfires in a
7:30 p.m. game at Com-
puware Arena, Beck Road
north of M-14, Plymouth
Township. For tickets call
(734) 453-8400.

~ SATURDAY

See Sesame Street: Can-
ton Parks and Recreation
Services is sponsoring a
family trip to “Sesame
Street Live: When I Grow
Up” at the Fox Theatre in
downtown Detroit. A
chartered bus leaves
Summit on the Park park-
ing lot at 12:30 p.m. and
returns at approximately .
at 4:30 p.m. Tickets are

n-(children
who have celebrated their
first birthday must have
a ticket). Registration
ends Friday, Jan. 28. For
more information, call
397-5110.
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'All Saints

will grow
next fall

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

Students at All Saints School could
march into new classrooms — including
a science lab — beginning this fall.

The school will present plans to add
12 classrooms — six to each of the
sthool's two wings — at an upcoming
Canton Planning Commission meeting.
Each wing would be increased by
11,900 square feet,
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Commission looks at Cherry Hill, A3

After the planning commission
makes its decision, the plans will go
before the townsHip board.

Canton Community Planner Jeff
Goulet said the plans were revised by
the architect. The planning commis-
gion is scheduled to vote on the site
plan at the 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 24
meeting at Canton Township Hall. If
approved, the matter would go to the
township board for final approval,

All Saints Principal Jacci Brown said

Please see ALL SAINTS, A4

3 ticketed
in sting

- BY SCOTT DANIEL

STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe. homecamm net

After a violation-free yvear by Canton
bars and restaurants, three were cited
for selling aleohol to minors Friday by
township potiee. B S

Roman Forum, 4 Friends Bar and
Grill and 7-Eleven all violated Liquor
Control Cummission rules. It's not
exactly how Canton Police Lt. Pat
Nemecek wanted to start 2000:

“We've never cited three for alcohol
in one night,” he commented. “It was
disappointing. We'll keep doing the

sweeps. Our goal is education and com- _

pliance.”
Canton’s Special Enforcement Unit
runs the sweeps periodically using

Please see S'I'INO, A6
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= Plymouth-Canton school
officials have questions
about the education poli-
cies laid out by Gov. John
Engler in Wednesda
night’s State of the tate
Speech.

BY TONY BRUSCATO
STAFF WRITER
tbruscato@oe.homecomm.net

Plymouth-Canton school officials
would like to see more details of Gov.
John Engler’s plans for education, as
outlined in his State of the State
address Wednesday night. However,
at first glance, the governor gets a
lukewarm reception.

- ““Wore on State a the §tate, AT

While Engler's proposals include pro-
grams like making summer help avail-
able to second and third graders who
have reading problems, mandatory
summer school for youngsters who
haven't mastered reading by the fourth
grade, and a technology training pro-
gram for teachers, some would rather
have.that 'money funneled to local
school districts instead of into mandat-
ed programs.

*That way we could develop pro-
grams as we see fit,” said Patrick
O’Donnell, assistant superintendent
for instruction. “Mandated programs
have a set of regulations which ear-
mark money. ‘History shows us there's
usually a gap in what is expected and
what is fiunded.”

O'Donnell remembers specal educa-
tion and driver's education programs
mandated by the state, but not totally
funded.

“We’'d rather decide how to spend the
money than having strings attached.”

team compete on the uneven pa

meet with Hartland High School Jordan is currently
enrolled at the Mu’hzgan Gymnastics Academy

rallel bars during Tuesday’s

added John Birchler, executive director
of business and operations. “We know
better on how to wpvmi the money and

Please see EDUCATION, A6

Creation of townshlp post angers some

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe homecomm.net

The creation of a township job is
causing a stir among members of the
Canton Homeowners Advisory Council.

The position of “Néighborhood coor-
dinator” was recently approved by the
Canton Board of Trustees. The job's
focus will be to help homeowners solve
problems.

According to Council President
Nancy Spencer, it's a good intention

B v~
- HOMEOWNERS ADVISORY COUNCIL

But she wonders what role it leaves for
the council.

“If you look at the description of
duties for the job,” Spencer said,
“they're exactly what our missjon is. If
this person settles everything, what
are we going to meet for?”

John Cozzi, president of Cavalier Vil-
lage Homeowners Association, had a

f e
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Thinking about a new car
or.a good second car?
You'll find a huge selection
‘of auto ads in today'’s
HomeTown Classifieds

slightly different take.

“] have no objection to it,” he said,
“But it seems like a duplication of
efforts.”

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack was
somewhat shocked at the reactions. He
said the position is not meant to
replace the council.

“That couldn't be further from the

truth,” Yack added. “It’'s to better
respond: to the needs of the homeown-
ers associations and subdivisions.”

The neighborhood coordinator will
earn between $36,300 and $55,200 and
report to Municipal Services Director
Aaron Machnik

According to township documents,
job duties for the position will include:

@ Prepare and implement marketing
programs for neighborhoeods

Please se¢ NEIGNBORHOOD, AS

Reszdent ﬁghts for trafﬁc szgnal on Ford Road

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
odanlel‘oe.homecomm net

Joycé (‘ra\\ford has seen too many
accidents and too many deaths near

her home at the intersection of Ford

and Napier roads.

The once tranquil portion of Canton
has seen a steady increase in traffic
over the past decade. The 72-year-old
thinks it’s time to de something - if not
restore a little peace with all the traffic
volume, then at least make it safe.

“I think it's necessary,” said Craw-
ford, who has lived near the intersec
tion for more than 30 years, “1 want to
se¢ some people saved. This is my cru-
sade.”

Thé death of 48-year-old Jyothi
Eadara last month has moved her to
action,

The Ann Arbor woman was killed on
Ford Road just east of Napier when she
lost control of her car and was broad-

of easy changes
“I think the speed limit needs to be
lowered,” she said. “I think there needs
to be a traffic light at Napier, too.”
Crawford recently penned a letter to
Canton and state officials arguing her

‘case

“One woman's car hit the shoulder
and came across Ford Road hitting a
tree in my yard,” “She died
later. A friend cutting my lawn was
almost killed when_a car going west
passed on the right shoulder, missing
him by a scant few inches.”

In response to Crawford's letter, the
township has requested a Michigan
Department of Transportation traffic
study and signal light
ble®.at Ford and Napier

“There are significant road construc-
tion projects scheduled and consider-
able new construction in the area,”
Canton Public Works Project Coordina
tor Carol Quinn stated in a letter to

gshe wrote

as soon as feasi-

STAFY PROTO KY Patl FURSCHMANN

sided. Eadara was attempting to pass a
school bus on the two-lane road before
losing control

Crawford thinks the accident and
others could be avoided with a couple

MIRJT.
Ford Road, of course, is Canton’s
main east:west artery. Its speed lhimit

Please see TRAFFIC, Ad

Signal supporter: Joyce Crawford stunds near the intersection of
Ford and Napier roads at the border of Wayne and Washtenau
counties. She believes the township needs to install a traffic sig

nal at the busy intersection.
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BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe, homecomm.net

A 20-year-old Canton man is
facing at least three charges as a

» - result of a car chase Thursday
~ night:

The incident began shortly

" before 9 p.m. in Canton and

ended minutes later in Plymouth
Township east of Lilley Road. No
injuries were reported, but three

- police vehicles were damaged.

‘Both township departments
are charging the 20-year-old
with fleeing and eluding. He was
also driving without a valid
license, a¢cording to Canton

- Police Capt. Alex Wilson.

“We're looking at other poten-
tial charges,” he added. “We will
also be seeking restitution for
the damage to our vehicles.”

_ The 20-year-old hadn’t been
arraigned by press time Friday.

He was, hqwever, being held by

Canton Police.

The incident began on Holmes
Street in Canton just west of
Canton Center Road and south
of Warren at 8:54 p.m.

A township officer stopped the
20-year-old for driving without
his headlights on. The officer
asked for a driver’s license and
registration.

Wilson said the man began
fumbling around in his glove
box. After a moment, the 20-

year-old allegedly sped away in
his 1990 red Ford Probe.
“He bolted and took off leaving

the officer standing there,” Wil- »

son said.

He then cut through the adja-
cent subdivision and wound up
on Warren heading west. The
chase continued to Beck Road
where the 20-year-old headed

north. At Ann Arbor Road, the

man turned east and drove
through Plymouth Township.

Two Canton patrol cars contin-
ued to chase. Plymouth Town-
ship officers joined in at Shel-
don.

The chase finally ended east of
Lilley Road ‘at the CSX under-
pass. Plymouth Township offi-

-jops arrest Canton man, 20,
2 towns

cers boxed the Probe in.

The griver smashed into the
rear of one of the patrol vehicles
and wound up facing north in
the eastbound lane of Ann Arbor
Road.

The suspect then tried to get
away by driving up an embank-
ment but lost control of his car
and hit two Canton squad cars.
He was then taken into custody
without further incident.

“One of our cars had front-end
damage and the other was just
scrapped a little,” Wilson said.

Plymouth Township Officer
Jamie Senkbeil said about
$1,000 damage was done to the
department’s patrol vehicle.

Teen reports assault in Taco Bell lot

A 17-year-old Canton man was
injured Monday afternoon after
being hit in the head with a
metal object in the parking lot of
Taco Bell.

According to township police
reports, the man was driving
through the lot when he noticed
a 1990 Ford Ranger backed into
a parking space sitting sideways.

. A white male described as heavy

set with short blond hair asked
him what he was looking at and

* if he wanted to fight.

Moments later the man ran to
the rear of the 17-year-old’s
vehicle and hurled a metallic
object through the window.
Reports said the object, possibly
a gear shift, hit the Canton man
in the head.

Reports said the blond-haired
man got back in his truck and
sped away down Ford Road.

Officers found the 17-year-old
lying along the sidewalk bleed-
ing.

COP CALLS

Wood stolen

About 80 sheets of plywood
valued at $2,000 was stolen from
2 home construction site in Can-
ton Tuesday.

Reports dadn t glve an exact
location of the home, but noted
that it was in the “Preserves”
development. The person report-
ing the incident to police said
theft is an on-going problem.

Stalking

A 35-year-old Canton woman
was the subject of harassing
phone calls from her estranged
husband.

Reports said the woman, a
Stonington Sireet resident,
received calls from Jan. 14
through Tuesday. She reported
the incident to police and said
that she had a personal protec-
tion order against her husband,

a 32-year-old Detroit man. Police
advised her to contact the court
about the PPO violation.

CDs swiped

A 27-year-old Canton man had
$10,000 worth of compact discs
stolen from his home Monday.

More than 1,000 CDs were
removed from his garage, which
had been left unlocked, reports
said. Police have no suspects.

MDOP

A 27-year-old New Boston
woman's vehicle was vandalized
at Meijer on Jan. 15.

A rear window and tail light
were smashed out, reports said.
Damage was estimated at $350.

Drug possession
A Canton Township man was
arraigned Jan. 18 before Magis-

trate Eric Colthurst of 35th Dis-
trict Court on a charge of narcot-
ic possession with intent to deliv-
er in connection with a Plymouth
Township incident a day earlier.
Jesse Andrew Leigeber, 18,
was expected to have a prelimi-
nary exam Friday. He was
released on $1,000 personal
bond following his arraignment,
where he stood mute and a plea
of not guilty was entered for
him. If convicted, he faces up to
a four-year sentence, police said.
Plymouth Township Police
stopped a Mercury Mystique on
Ann Arbor Road about 8:30 p.m.
Jan. 17 after they observed a
tinted license plate cover that
made it difficult to read the

,license plate number, according

to a police report.

Police found marijuana and
small baggies in plain view in
the car.

The driver of the car said that
he drove to Detroit, where one of
his passengers obtained mari-
juana, the report said.

MEAP results disappoint in Wayne-Westland

A vast majority of Wayne-
Westland 11th-graders failed to
achieve state standards on a

new social studies test.

C.J. Risak,
Sports Editor
(734) 9532108
crisak@®
oe.homecomm.net

‘Baracy said. “But it’s going to be
a gradual improvement.”
Wayne-Westland had a higher
percentage of failing students
than districts such as Garden
City, Livonia and Plymouth-
Canton, but the local district

B Only 9.7 percent of 11th-
graders -~ about one out of every
10 students — achieved state
standards.

B The remaining 90.3 percent
fell below state standards. Of
those, 28.6 achieved a “basic”

compared to Wayne-Westland's
61.8 percent.

The 11th-grade class that took
the test last spring is now in its
senior year. The good news for
those who flunked the social
studies test is that they can

o

e R

The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2000

(C)A3

WM rm«w*’c"“mm» :

the evening show.

STAFF PROTOS 8Y PAUL HURSCHMANN

On stage: Seniors Lindsay Ursitti and her classmates perform their routine in

-
Al for one: The
Chiefettes rally together
before the start of the
second half in the
evening performance. At
right, Canton Chiefettes
seniors Liz Bahrou (left)
and Aimee Ostach talk
to Breanne Hansel-
mann, 22 months, dur-
ing the intermission in
the hallway outside the
auditorium.

Show time

Chiefettes are ‘Kickin’
Into the Millennium’

e Plymouth Canton
Chiefettes held their
annual variety show,

“Kickin' Into The Millenni-
.um,” Saturday at Plymouth
Salem High School Auditori-

um. For the first time, they
presented a matinee, as well
as the traditional evening per-
formance, which has sold out
in recent years, and did so
again Saturday. The event is

the largest fund-raiser for the
team each year, with proceeds
going toward travel expenses
for the various competitions
and shows

Cherry Hill Village site
goes to planners Monday

In the latest round of Michi-
gan Educational Assessment
Program results, only 9.7 per-
cent of local high school juniors
scored high enough to meet state
standards.

School officials partly blamed
the disappointing results on a
new, difficult test, but they
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remain hopeful that local cur-

riculum changes will boost
scores.

“We certainly know where we
need to go, and we'll be working
on that,” Superintendent Greg

fared better than others includ-
ing Romulus, Inkster and
Detroit.

“This social studies test is
new, and we are in the same
beat that most school districts
are in,” Baracy said. “I think all
districts scored lower than
expected because of the new
“test.”

A review of the new results
provided by the Michigan
Department of Education
reveals how poorly Wayne-West-
land performed:
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With Your Hair?

+is your color the wrong shade?

*Cut not working?
*Hilites too brassy?

Salon International’s designers

are problem solvers!

Now for @ limited time, we're offering

50% off all urvcves

rating while 61.7 percent wound
up in the lowest category of
“apprentice.”

B A comparison of the dis-
trict’s two high schools shows
that Wayne Memorial had a
higher percentage of students
who met state standards — 10.8
percent —~ than John Glenn High,

retake it this year, said Sam
Barresi, Wayne-Westland assis-
tant superintendent of instruc-
tion.

At stake is a state endorse-
ment in social studies, although
local educators have said stu-
dents aren't likely to be shunned
by universities and colleges if

9.1 percent.

B At the alternative education
Tinkham Center, 82.4 percent of
students fell into the lowest cat-
egory. The remaining 17.6 per-

+ cent achieved a “basic” rating.

B Compared to their counter-
parts statewide, a much larger
percentage of local students fell
into the worst category. Across
Michigan, 41.8 percent of 11th-
graders brought up the rear,

COMIT DY BINNEI 7 I02

they lack it.

In all, 703 Wayne-Westland
juniors took the test, including
353 from John Glenn, 333 from
Wayne Memorial and 17 from
Tinkham.

The exam measured student
performance in civics, economics,
geography, history and decision-
making. Students responded to
questions with multiple-choice
answers, brief responses and
short essays.
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BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

The first phasé of a housing
development touted as being
among the first of its kind in
MicRigan will go before the Can-
ton Planning Commission for
preliminary site plan approval
Monday.

“They’ll be traditional on the
outside with modern conve-
niences on the inside,” David
Stollman. vice president of Bilt-
more Properties of Troy, said of
the homes

Biltmore Properties of Troy
will present phase one plans for
Cherry Hill Village at the meet-
ing, 7 p.m. Monday at the town-

ship hall, 1150 S. Canton Cen-
ter. The public is welcome

The 1,300 home, 338B-acre
development is planned for the
area surrounding the former
crossroads village at Cherr HM
and Ridge roads

Phase one includes 289 condo

miniums and extends from the

village center east to near Den

A variety of housing choices
ranging from $130,000 to
$500,000 are included in the

plans. If approved, groundbreak-
entative '\ planned for
1g or early summer. The

ing is t
late sp
first h
by _’()t)l

Melissa McLaughhn
ning commissioner, township
board memhber and member of
the Canton Historic District
Commission. She also lives in a
historic farm house on South
Ridge in the Cherry Hill area
She said Ch v Hill Village 1s a
nd the

omes could be com ]:‘c ted

is a plan-

good it tor » area a
!u\\{'.,\hh{!

“I'm looking forward to the

project in many ways,|
McLaughlin said. “It's a project
that's going to benefit the entire
township. It will offer the addi-
tion of a different kind of hous-
ing and kift‘ﬁt}'l(‘ choice.”

The development's plans to
put in pedestrian-friendly fea-
tures such as parks,
squares and bicycle trails are
also pluses, she added

The Cherry -Hill Village
planned development district
was approved by the Canton
Board of Trustees Dec. 14. That
board also will have to approve
the site plan after the planning
commission
mendation

greens,

makes its recom

24:

Development,

west corner of Beck and Geddes.

On the agenda

Business before the Canton Planning Commission Monday, Jan.

B Public hearing for preliminary pian for Chatterton Pianned
a condominium development located on the south

W Pubtic hearing to-consider amending Canton Township's roning
ordinance in the following areas: Setbacks from wetiand areas,
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kindergarten classrooms. The
expansion will allow the school’s
enrollment to increase from 361
to 710 students.

It's possible only one wing will

be finished by the fall, but it will’

not affect how many students
can attend the school accordmg
to Brown.

The school’s current facilities
include a gymnasium, a library,
art and music rooms and a mul-
tipurpose room that serves as a
lunch room,

“It’s just a lovely building,”
Brown said of All Saints.

Children are on waiting lists
extending through.2004; with
lower grades in the most
demand.

Pending approvals, construc-
tion is expected to begin in the
spring. The architect is TMP &

- Associates of Bloomfield Hills

and the construction company is
Barton Malow of Southfield.
Stephep Smith, principal

ates, said they have made some
minor changes to the site plan
but should be ready to re-submit

~ it soon.,

“Planning) gave us some com-
ments and we're going to he
responding to those,” Smith said.
One of the suggestions was
updating the land survey, which
TMP will do, he added.

Smith said the school should
be able to occupy at least one of
the wings by fall, when school
starts.

“Additions generally don't take
that long to canstruct compared

to a new building,” Smith said-——ipcinde aone-time$3,500-famity—

Lori Ann Madill of Canton,
who has two children attending
All Saints, said the school’s par-
ents are known for their enthusi-
asm.

“The expansion will renew
that enthusiasm,” Madill said.

dle and high schools.

“We.didn’t plan to be here this
soon,” she said.

All Saints, located on Warren
between Beck and Ridge, opened
in August 1997 on the Resurrec-
tion Catholic Church site with
kindergarten through fourth
grade classes. It was the first
new Catholic school in 30 years
for the Archdiocese of Detroit.
The long-term plan was to even-
tually make All Saints a K-8
school.

Two grades — fifth and sixth -
were added in 1998, increasing
the enrollment from 127 to 271,
and seventh grade was added
last year. The enrollment costs

enrollment fee plus $2,500 annu-
al tuition. All Saints is not subsi-
dized by any parish although
waiting list students from partic-
ipating parishes get priority
when spaces become available,
Madill said.
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Area leaders oppose amending telecommunications act
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Sign of the times: A sign reading “Pass With Care” is posted just West of Napter on
_the easthound side of Ford Road. Sylvia Crawford says that an intersection such as
this has no business with a passing zone through the crossing.

Trafflc from page Al

trol, has gone on record as oppos-
g an effort in the state Legisla-
ture to amend the 1995 Michi-
gan Telecommunications Act

A unanimous resolution by the
conference opposes state House
Bill 4804 because it “undermines
local municipal control over
rights of ways" for telecommuni-
cations purposes and the fran-
chising of same ~ rights which
municipalities were granted by
the 1995 act and the state Con-
stitution, the conference said.

The resolution, passed Friday,
Jan. 14, states HB 4804 “would
effectively remove most munici-
pal control of rights-of-way and
substantially himit, if not over-
turn, the assessment of related
fees, both of which would erode
the ability of municipalitiés to
protect the public health; safety
and welfare of its residents.”

Livonia Mayor Jack Kirksey,
who serves as CWW chairman,

Jack Kirksey: Mayor of

Livonia

state Rep. Mark Shulman (R-
West Bloomfield), “a misguided
attempt” to amend the telecom
act.

Kirksey added it is “another
example of the erosion of ‘home

townships,” Kirksey said, and
local governments “will ungues-
tionably oppose any effort to
diminish their right to determine
how these valuable public
resources should be best utilized
and managed.”

He said municipdlities are
“certainly in favor of competition
and new technology (in fact, we
welcome it), but not-at the
expense of the health, safety and
welfare of citizens and business-
es within our community.

“It is imperative that” such
municipal control “be continued
and strengthened, not dimin-
ished in the manner set forth in
HB 4804," Kirksey said.

Water-main break

In passing the resolution, con-
ference members — who are the
top elected officials from 18
western Wayne County munici-
palities - were mindful of an
incident in Auburn Hills last

Great Lakes Crossing Mall,
DaimlerChrysler headquarters
and thousands of businesses and
homes in the area for several
days

But the CWW didn't rule out
any changes to the act, which
expires Jan. 1, 2001.

“We may be able to change”
some aspects of it, said Naheed
Hugq, assistant director of the
conference and author of the
CWW resolution.

Huq said HB 4804:

B Gives municipalities only 30
days, instead of the current 90,
to-issue a permit and eliminates
health and welfare from consid-
eration, leaving only safety as a
concern;

B Limits municipalities’ abili-
ty to issue permits and assess
related fees, eliminating thoge
for providers who use federal,
state or county roads;

the Public Service Commission
mediate all rights-of-way dis-
putes, instead of the courts;

B Requires, if a provider
claims it’s an emergency, that
the PSC member issue an order
within seven days without any
hearing and without participa-
tion of the affected municipality;

B Apparently allows the
awarding of attorney fees, dam-
ages and other monetary consid-
erations against municipalities
that violate the act.

CWW members said they need
90 days for permits because
often the applications lack neces-
sary information, or the informa-
tion is incorrect or illegible, fore-
ing them to re-contact the com-
panies or their contractors and
wait for the information.

Spearheading the opposition to
HRB 4804 is a coalition of munici-
palities from across the state
called PROTEC, which states

Michigan Coalition to Protect
Rights-of-Way from Telecommu-
nications Encroachments, said
the Auburn Hills incident was
caused by the contractor having
no information about where to
dig. ;

Cathy White, chief assistant
city attorney for Livonia and
PROTEC chairwoman, said the
coalition “is very pleased” that
CWW has joined its efforts.

“There are a lot companies
seeking to get into rights-of-way
and cities need to be on top of all
the providers,” she said.

“Those kinds of problems get
very expensive,” she said of the
Auburn Hills incident. “And
where is the money going to
come from to pay for that””

The CWW membership
includes the Observer communi-
ties of Livonia, Garden City,
Redford Township, Wayne,
Westland, Plymouth, Plymouth
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ONE FREE 460Z POPCORN
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THROWING YOUR MONEY AWAY ON
CUT-RATE CAR INSURANCE?

Like'a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

of Canton Center and extends to
the western township limits.

According to state officials,
speed limits aren’t likely to be
changed anytime soon.

MDOT Traffic Signal Special-
ist Ross Bremer said traffic
counts west of Canton Center
don't suggest a need for change.

it's judgment.’
Sgt. Jeff Corbit

Michigan State Police

Michigan State Police Sgt.

year, said Robertson.

State Police Sgt. Jeff Corbit
said speed isn't always the cul-
prit in accidents. Alcohol is a
main contributor, for example

“It doesn't happen often that
speed kills,” Corbit,added. “It’s
judgment.”

Crawford dizagrees. She said
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