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COMMUNITY LIFE 

Bom to sing: Reiser's 
Lounge offers an after-
noon of karaoke fun for 
children every Sunday, 
free of charge. Kids of all 
ages are finding the star 
within on the stage of the 
Westland night spot./B1 

It's cookie time: Local ~ 
Girl Scouts are out in 
droves selling America's 
favorite treats — Girl 
Scout cookies./B1 

AT HOME 

Floor show: Domestic and 
exotic woods make inter-
esting floor styles./D6 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Music: The Ann Arbor 
Folk Festival on Jan. 29 
features Arlo Guthrie and 
local performers such as 
Matt Watroba, a teacher 
at Plymouth Canton High 
School. / E l 

Dining: There's lots of old-
fashioned surf 'n ' turf on 
the menu at City Limits 
Grille in Plymouth Town-
ship. / E8 
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Looking for a new job ? 
Find a great one that's just 

right for you in The 
Employment Section of 

today's 
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Ready for prime time: Mike LaMasse smiles on campus at 
Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti last week as he 
anticipates his upcoming trip to California, where he will 
compete on a college version of thepame show, "Jeopardy!" 

Quiz master 
Salem grad will star 
on college \Jeopardy!' 

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

and Eastern Michigan University 
student who is getting a chance to 
test his knowledge on t he "Jeop-
ardy? 12th Annual College Champi-
onship." 
* Who is Michael La Masse? 

The answer, phrased in. the form 
of s question is correct, as •Jeop-
ardy!" host Alex Trebek might say. 

La Masse, an EMU philosophy 
major, sophomore and Plymouth-
Salem graduate, will be among 15 

since he was about 11 years old. 
"1 reacted a lot more coolly than 

my mother did," La Masse said of 

college s tudents from across t he 
nation competing on the trivia game 
show. Taping of all 10 episodes was 
J a n . 15-16 and the expected a i r 
dates are 7:30 p.m. Feb. 7-11 and 
Feb. 14-18 on WDIV-TV Channel 4. 
He said he has watched "Jeopardy!" 

contestant. He applied to be a con-
testant over the Internet last sum-
mer. 

The news came j u s t before 
Thanksgiving - a time when good 
news was particularly welcome. His 
fa ther , Brian, 39. died of cancer 
complications just days before. He 
worked at Awrey Bakery on Farm-
ington in Livonia and drove Michael 
to a ; Ju ly show audi t ion In Indi-
anapolis. 

"He was a great influence on my 
life," Michael said of h is fa ther , 
whom he described as very intelli-
gent. 

His mother took a more sentimen-

Please see QUIZ MASTER V. 

High-speed crash 
kills Canton man 

Police are inves t igat ing whether alcohol and 
marijuana use p layed a role in t h e w e e k e n d 
crash that ki l led Scott Velasquez, 20, of Can-
ton and a fr iend from Westland. Velasquez 
was a backseat passenger in the car. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclemeoe.homecomm.net 

Westland police are fnvest igat ing 
whether marijuana and alcohol played 
a role in a 91 mph, one-car crash that 
killed two people, including a 20-year-
old Canton man, and injured three oth-
ers early Saturday. 

The five young men had been to a 
party, police said. 

"There may be some evidence lead-
ing toward narcotic use, marijuana in 
particular," Officer Jack Mcintosh said 
Tuesday. "The use of narcotics and/or 
alcohol is being investigated." 

However, official autopsy results on 
driver Brian ODonnell, 18. of West-
land. and backseat passenger Scott 
Velasquez, 20. of--€anton, may not be 
available for several weeks, Mcintosh 
said. 

The two died from injuries suffered 
when O'Donnell lost control of a 1997 
Escort and slammed sideways into a 
tree on westbound Cherry Hill Road 
near Carlson, Sgt. Peter Brokas said. 

The accident occurred at 3:07 a.m. 
Saturday in front of Kirk of Our Savior 
Presbyterian Church, he said. 

P l e a s e s e e CRASH, \2 

Plymouth-Canton MEAP Results 
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District holds it& own 
in latest MEAP test 

PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOLS 
BY TONY BHUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbruacatoOoe.homecomm.net 

The results weren't pretty, but the 
scores of the first Michigan Education 
Assessment Program 11th grade social 
studies tests were about what everyone 
expected. 

"This was not a basic skills test, it 
was an advanced skills test," said Bob 
Hayes , P lymouth -Can ton Schools 
director of instruction. "This was not a 

simple exam." 
While the scores were low, they were 

better than the s ta te averages. And 
Plymouth-Canton l j t h graders fared 
better than all but four of the 12 dis-
tricts it benchmarks itself against. 

Hayes said the district wiH analyze 
t he data from the t e s t s given last 
spr ing , and then make cjhanges to 
teach "what the state wants a t to ." 

"Under the old model. t^Kchers 

s e e MEAP, A4 

Tell us what 
you think 
Observer to host 
advisory panel 

In an effort to keep in touch with the 
people we serve - namely, our readers 
- the Canton Observer staff is return-
ing to a method we hope will help us do 
just that: citizen advisory panels. • 

The panel will consist of approxi-
mately eight to 12 members represent-
ing a cross-section of citizens from 
a round t he community. The pane l 
would meet several times throughout 
the year, discussing with the editorial 
staff the content of the paper, what 
readers would like to see, what the 
paper is doing right and what it's doing 
wrong. 

What kind of volunteers are we look-
ing for? Anyone with an interest in 
what goes on in their community and 
how it's reported in the media. 

We hope to have the first meeting by 
the end of February. Meetings would 
probably be scheduled quarterly, per-
haps with more frequent meetings at 
the beginning of the process. 

Anyone interested in serving on such 
A panel is invited to call the Canton 
community editor. Tedd Schneider , 
(734) 459-2700, or e-mail h im at 
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net 

STAFF n u n BY PAVI HISKIMANS 

Colorful day: Kelly Zimmerman of Canton, 6, shows how the dye came off on her hand after 
she rubbed her patm on the giant carved "M" at the corner of Main and Penniman in Kellogg 
Park at Plymouth's International Ice Spectacular Saturday. For more on the annual event, 
please turn to Page A3 in today's Observer. 
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Ball is centerpiece event for Canton Foundation 
B Y SCOTT DANIEL 
STAFF WRITER 
•danieMta+.homecnmm.nrt 

Bigger isn't always better. 
At least that'4.what organizers of the 

Canton Community Foundation Winter 
Ball are hoping. Invitations are being 
cut by about 100 thirf year to make the 
sodal gala a touch more manageable r-

"We want it to be more intimate,"1 

sa id Founda t ion P r e s i d e n t J o a n 
Noricks'who added that fun is t M pri-

mary goal. T h e focus of the winter ball 
is for people of western Wayne County 
to socialize and have a wonder fu l 
time." • 

The ball starts a t ,7 p.m. Friday at 
Livonia's Laurel Manor 

It's the foundation's biggest fund-
raising event each year. Noricka thinks 
the ball will net $70,000, which would 
be at»out a 30 percent increase from 
last year. 

Proceeds are divided equally between 

the foundation's operating budget and 
endowment fund. N'oncks said increas-
ing the fund is a major goal 

Currently, the endowment stands at 
$300,000 Noricks would like to get it 
up to $1.5 million, wkprh would allow 
the foundation to operate and award 
grants purely from interest 

"Wa're-a Ion*- way off." she comment-
ed. "But you have to have a goal We 
hope to reach our goal in two to three 
years " 

The nonprofit organization works to 
enhance performing arts, education, 
human services and Canton itself 

Last year, for example, the Canton 
Communi ty Founda t ion awarded 
$35,000 in grants Nearly two dozen 
scholarships were given to local stu-
dents while programs such as Charac 
ter CowM* and i n for 
received grants, too 

"Our grant program is wide and var-

Please 1ALL. A4 
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Crash from page A1 Police: Doughnut shop 
;3 j 'Donnel I a t t e n d e d 

H . g h Schoo l , 

J o h n 

;?Br ian was a senior here at 
Jtikn Glenn, a n d he WM very 
we l l -known a n d l i k e d in t h e 
biuilding," Principal Neil Thomas 
g>id "He had a lot of friends. He 

a s a very p e r s o n a b l e young 
a h n . He was t h e k ind of kid 

everybody liked, and we're 
cfedainly going to miss him." 
,'iVDonnell was declared dead 

^ a r r i v a l a t Oakwood Hospi-
t^VAnnapol ia " in Wayne . 

uea survived un t i r Sun-
cjay, Brokas said. 
p o l i c e Off icer Mark Cholak 

identified the o ther th ree pas-
s ^ a g e r s as T i m o t h y Edwin 
' t j u r d o k u s , 20, of Canton; his 
ifriile, Timothy Andrew Twar-
ctefcus, 27, of Detroit; and Don-
ald Raymond Woodruff , 23, of 

»^Phe y o u n g e r T w a r d o k u s 
t e&ained in cr i t ical condition 
Tuesday at University of Michi-
gan Hosp i t a l in A n n Arbor , 
where he was flown by medical 
helicopter. 

"He has a closed-head injury. 
Ha is unconscious and on life 
support," Mcintosh said. 

The older Twardokus was list-
"ed in good condition Tuesday at 

U-M Hospital, a spokeswoman 
said. 

Mcintosh said the uncle suf-
fered multiple f r ac tu r e s in his 
left leg and pelvis area. 

WoodrufT h a s been released 
from a local hospital. "He is now 
at home," Mcintosh said. 

Wreaths, 
balloons 
and other 
memen-
toes were 
placed at 
the crash 
scene ear-
lier this 
week. 

Woodruff was a front-seat pas-
senger. The Twardokuses sat in 
the back, Mcintosh said. 

The young men had been to a 
party near Marquette and Shoe-
maker in Wes t l and , Mcintosh 
said. 

One witness told police he saw 
the Escort stop at a traffic light 
at Cherry Hill and Wayne roads. 

"He said they just took off like 
a bat out of hell," Brokas said. 
"He d i d n ' t s e e t h e acc ident 
because th6y had gotten ahead 
of him, but he saw the cartage. 

"They w e r e doing abou t 91 
mph, according to the investiga-
tion," Brokas said. "Somewhere 
prior to Carlson, (ODonnell) kwt 
control and went up into Kirk of 
Our Savior (property). He hit a 
t r e e b roads ide , in the middle 
part of the driver's side." 

W e s t l a n d firefighters gave 

SMir no lo nr toM BAVLKT 

medical h e l p on the scene but 
had to use "jaws of life" equip-
m e n t to remove the car ' s roof 
and r e a c h some of the young 
men, said Michael Reddy, emer-
gency medical services coordina-
tor. 

Brokas warned other drivers 
to beware pf high speeds. 

"When you ' re t rave l ing at a-
high rate of speed, the car builds 
up a i r u n d e r i t a n d k ind of 
hydroplanes itself," he explained. 
"F r i c t ion w i t h t h e road is 
r e d u c e d . I t t a k e s ve ry l i t t l e 
( m o v e m e n t ) on t h e s t e e r i n g 
wheel to turn those tires, but the 
back end of the car wants to keep 
going in the original direction. 
Then the r e a r end swings out 
and slides sideways, in an arc." 

The dea ths of O'Donnell and 
Velasquez marked West land 's 
first traffic fatalities of the year. 

More than $2,000 in cash was 
stolen from Dunkin' Donuts on 
M i c h i g a n Avenue S a t u r d a y , 
a cco rd ing to t o w n s h i p pol ice 
reports 
• An assistant manager came in 

to open the restaurant and found 
her office in disarray. Reports 
said several cash drawers had 
been emptied. 

Canton Police watched a video 
surveillance tape from the previ-
ous n i g h t a n d d iscovered a n 
employee and ex-employee in the 
shop for more than an hour af ter 
close. '• 

Police interviewed the employ-
ee, a 20-year-old Ypsilanti man. 
He told police that the 16-year-
old ex-employee used a drill to 
open the manager's locked office. 

The 16-year-old, a Canton resi-
dent, was subsequently arrested.-
More t h a n $2,000 in cash was 
recovered from his home, reports 
said. 

Bo th he and the Y p s i l a n t i 
m a n w e r e re l eased p e n d i n g 
charges. 

Officer injured 
A Can ton Police officer was 

injured Friday following a scuf-
fle. 

Repor ts said the officer had 
made a traffic stop at Sherwood 
Mobile Home Park on Michigan 
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• COP CALLS 

Avenue. While t h e officer was 
running a background check, a 
male occupant of the car fled on 
foot. A female, who was uniden-
tified m^the report, then ran at 
the officer. 

He ordered h e r to s top and 
a r r e s t ed her . The officer then 
put the woman in handcuffs, but 
she fled moments later. 

The officer chased and tackled 
her. A-short scuffle ensued and 
the officer was bitten on his left 
thumb. 

He w a s able to s u b d u e h e r 
a f t e r s t r ik ing her in t h e face, 
r e p o r t s s a id . An a m b u l a n c e 
t r a n s p o r t e d t h e w o m a n to 
Annapolis Hospital to check for 
injur ies . "Reports said she was 
bleeding from the forehead. 

The officer was t a k e n to St . 
Joseph Mercy Hospital for treat-
ment. 

B and E 
About $200 in cash was stolen 

f rom a 27-yea r -o ld C a n t o n 
man's home Sunday. 

Police repor t s said t h e man 
left his home in the 8000 block of 
Nectar for about an hour Sunday 
afternoon. When he returned, he 
found his front door kicked open. 

He then discovered the cash 
missing. Reports said tha t sever-
al bed rooms h a d been gone 
through, but nothing else was 
missing. 

Domestic violence 
A 36-year-old Canton woman 

told police Sunday that she has 
been t h e v ic t im of d o m e s t i c 
abuse for more than three years. 

Reports said the abuse began 
just a month after her marriage 
began. The woman said her hus-
band somet imes h i t he r daily 
a n d t h a t *the l a s t i n c i d e n t 
occurred Jan. 12. 

Reports described her husband 
as 3 1 years old, 5-feet-7-incbes 
tall and 180 pounds. 

Indecent exposure 
A Canton teen and her Dear-

born He igh t s boy f r i end w e r e 
arres ted for indecent exposure 
Sunday. 

Reports said t h e 15-year-old 
girl and 16-year-old boy were 
p a r k e d in a car in t h e 43000 
block of Ford Road at about 230 
p .m. A t o w n s h i p o f f i ce r 
a p p r o a c h e d t h e veh i c l e and 
found both teens naked. 

Reports said both teens were 
t a k e n to the C a n t o n Police 
Department and later released. 
It was unclear from the report 
whether charges would be filed. 

Numbers 
C a n t o n Police rece ived 280 

calls for service for the Jan . 14-
16 weekend period. Among those 
calls were: 

• 32 false alarms 
• 19 t r a f f i c c r a shes , 3 w i th 

injuries 
• 17 civil/family trouble calls 
• 14 larcenies 
• 4MDOP 

Veterinary Notes 
by 

Elizabeth 
Routson, 

D.V.M. 

CHOOSING YOUR KITTEN 
When acquiring a kitten, consider i t i temperament, emotional stability, and 

behavior Look for a calm, yet playful kitten with a staWe deposition Shy kittens wrtl 
display escape behavior, cringe, cower, or show defensive aggressiveness tf possible, 
see the kitten's mother to observe if she is comfortable with strangers, outgoing, and 
friendy. If so, her kittens are apt to be the same When viewing kittens, kneel down to 
see which ones are drawn to you. Pick one up to see if it's at ease with you' Normal 
kittens wvN play with you or calm down and purr, then follow you once you set them 
down. When a string is dangled in front of it, a friendly, outgoing kitten wiM respond 
ftaytuMy. 

If you have any concerns about your cat or other pets, please contact PAtKWAY 
VFTtJtMAJtY CLINK. Our canng, compassionate staff provides complete vetennary 

•m ion a "family atmosphere * We treat al'our patients as±they were our own 
pets. Visa either of our two locations pets. Visit either of our twolocations at 41395 M f l ko t ltd. in Plymouth, tel . 714-
45J-2577, or $750 LMcy M h i Canton, t d . 7J4-9S1-4400. Both locations are 
open su days a week for your convenience. 

P S. If a kitchen is not curious, energetic, playful, and anxious to greet you during a 
viewing, it may be ill or have a behavior problem. 
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International Ice Spectacular 
packs them in again 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 
bkadrich9oe.homecomm.net 

New c h a l l e n g e s . Old foes . 
Same success. 

That about sums up the week-
end for the 1 8 t h - a n n u a l Ply-
mouth Ice Sculpture Spectacu-
lar. which opened -a day late but 
was anything but a dollar short 
af ter another successful run. 

E v e n t o r g a n i z e r s b a t t l e d a 
f a m i l i a r o p p o n e n t . - w a r m 
weather - when Mother Nature 
forced the show to be delayed a 
day. And a new challenger - the 
Detroit Auto Show - presented a 
potential obstacle. 

Neither did much to keep the 
spectators away. 

"The auto show opened, and 
S a t u r d a y was s t i l l one of our 
b e t t e r S a t u r d a y s . " sa id Mike 
Watts of Watts Up Inc.. the exec-
u t ive director of t h e fest ival 's 
board of directors. 

By the t ime t h e w e e k e n d ' s 
ca rv ing compet i t ions a r r ived , 
tempera tures had dropped into 
t h e t e e n s and low 20s - even 
colder when the wind chill was 
factored in - and gave carvers 

m * 
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Center of the universe: A 
detail shot of the ice map 
of the world. 

plenty of opportuni ty to get it 
done. 

D e s p i t e t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a p p e a l of t h e ice show, local 
carvers made out the best when 
it came to competitions. Tajana 
and Paul Raukar of P lymouth 
and Ted Wakar of Canton and 
J im Bur of Sterling Heights took 
silver medals in the professional 

team competition. 
Wakar also meda led in the 

professional individual competi-
tion. 

The only n o n - A m e r i c a n to 
medal was M a r k J o h n s t o n of 
Harrow, Ontario, Canada. 

And the carvers got to perform 
for tens of thousands of specta-
tors in tempera tures tha t were 
cold enough to carve in but not 
too cold to keep people away. 

"That's why we do it,, for the 
people who come down here," 
said Bur, who also medaled in 
the professional individual com-
petition. "When I'm carving I 
have blinders on, but then you 
take that break and look around 
at all the people and you think. 
'Wow."" 

Despite the high numbers of 
p a r t i c i p a n t s a n d s p e c t a t o r s . 
Watts was most impressed - as 
usual - by the a t t i tudes shown 
by everyone. 

"I was a m a z e d , b u t I'm 
amazed every year," Watts said. 
"The camaraderie, the politeness 
the support - it's jus t great the 
way everyone works together " 

And the winners are e e 

Winners in the I8th-annual 
Plymouth Ice Sculpture Spectac-
ular competitions included: 

Professional Team 
T a j a n a R a u k a r and P a u l 

Raukar, Plymouth, silver medal 
Ted Wakar, Canton, and Jim 

Bur Jr . , Sterling Heights, silver 
medal 

Marvin Purdy. Dearborn 
M a r k J o h n s t o n , H a r r o w , 

Ontario, Canada 
John Adamski, Eastpointe 
Duijon Morris. Detroit 

College Individual 
D a w n m a r i e Chmiel, School-

craft Community CoMege, silver 
student medal • 

medal 
Mark Bell a n d D a w n m a r i e 

Chmiel, Schoolcraft Community 
College, bronze student medal 

David S h e l d o n a n d Karen 
DeVnea, Grand Rapids Commu-
nity College, culinary diploma 

High School Individual 
Marvin C a l h o u n . .Oak land 

J.R. Lorentz, Garden City, and 
M a t t Cooper, F e n t o n . s i lve r 
medal 

Greg Butauski and Eric Pfaff, 
Columbus, Ohio, silver medal 

Professional Individual 
Ted W a k a r . C a n t o n , s i lve r 

medal 
Roy Calo, Eas tpoin te , si lver 

medal 
John Merucdi. Redford, silver 

medal 
J im Bur, Jr.. Sterling Heights, 

silver medal 

Amateur Individual 

Michael Stump, Grand Rapids 
Community College, silver stu-
dent medal 

Ryan J o n e s , Grand R a p i d s 
Community College, bronze stu-
dent medal 

Mark Bell. Schoolcraft Com-
munity College, bronze s tudent 
medal 

College Team , <• 
David S t a d l e r a n d J i m 

S h i e l d s . Macomb C o m m u n i t y 
College, silver student medal 

Michae l S t u m p and Luba 
Petrash, Grand Rapids Commu-
n i ty Col lege, bronze s t u d e n t 

Technical Cen te r , bronze stu-
dent medal 

Joel Pool , S a n d u s k y High 
School, bronze student medal 

Davis Scott II, Oakland Tech-
nj^il Centi r, culinary diploma 

Glen Nast II, Oakland Techni-
cal Center, culinary diploma 

High School Team 
Glen Nast II and Kris Lutten-

berger, Oakland Technical Cen-
ter. bronze student medal 

Lakisha Thames and Marvin 
Ca lhoun , O a k l a n d Technica l 
Center, culinary diploma 

Big crowds: 
Thousands 
braved the cold 
temperatures, 
and the crowds 
to view the ice 
carvings in Kel-
logg Park at the 
18th Annual 
Plymouth Inter-
nationul Itc • 
Spectacular 
Saturday. 

Alff l 

Hall 

I "Bolt" by Dick Francis 
I "Buzz Cu t " by J a m e s W 

Did you know? 
• J a n 21 is "Nat ional Hug-

ging Day?" This day should be 
spent hugging anyone who will 
accept a hug. especially family 
and friends 

• Canned beer went on sale 
for the first time in Richmond, 
Va., on Jan 24. 1935° 

• George F Green of Kalama-
zoo. Mich . patented the electric 
dental drill in 1875? 

• Michigan became the 26th 
s ta te on Jan 26. J A37? 

• Wednesday J a n 26. is a day 
le t aside to cm^iliment at least 
five people Not oTity HTv-rrmTph-
ments appreciated by the receiv-
e r . t h e y lift t h e s p i r i t of the 
giver. 

M u l t i - m e d i a 

H e r e are aome books on t 0 
available from the library 

• "Be Cool" by E l m o r e 
-fcprrmmi 

• -The Bean Trees" by Bar-
bara Kingaolver 

• "Body of Evidence" by Pa tn 
eta D Cornwell 

W e b W a t c h 
Check out these Web sites: 
• www.aaamich.com 

• www.michigan.org 
• www.geocities.com 

B e s t c h i l d r e n ' s b o o k s 
Here are some top selections 

for young readers: 
• "King of the Wind" by Mar 

guerite Henry 
• "Johnny Tremain" by Esther 

Forbes 
• "The Voyages of Dr Dolittle" 

by Hugh Lofting 
• "Many Moons" by J a m e s 

Thurber 

Q & A 
Q: What was the first movie 

enter ta inment shown on an air 
plane? 
. A: A newsreel and two cartoon 
comedies were shown on Oct 8. 
1929, by t h e Transcon t inen ta l 
Air Transport company in a Ford 
transport plane 5,000 feet in the 
air The projector was installed 
by J . Frankenberg. its origina-
to r . and weighed abou t e i g h t 
pounds Regular in-flight movie 
service began on July 19. 1961. 
on a I M M W "r 11: A;f j tiS flight 
b e t w e e n New York and Los 
Ange lea . T h e movie w a s "By 
Ixive Possessed." 

The source for this information 

is "Famous First Facts." 

L ibra r ians ' c h o i c e 
Here arf *ome top fiction picks 

by librarians'. 
• "Book Borrower" by Alice 

Mattiaon 
• ' H a r r y P o t t e r and the 

C h a m b e r of S e c r e t s " by J K 
Rowling 

• Potter and the Pns 
on< of Azka ban" by J K Rowl-
ing 

IT "The H* ir ts Of Soldiers" i>\ 
Joan Vannor*dall Schroeder 

• "Amy and Isabelle" by Eliza 
be th S t r a i t 

• "One H u n d r e d and One 
Wavs* by Mako Yoshikawa 

Hot t o p i c of t h e w i i ' k 
• Ludingum Area Winter Fun 

Fes t ! J a n 29-30 Luding ton . 
Mich., is host to an ice and snow 
scu lp ture compe t i t i on , indoiT 
sidewalk sale and ly»t-air lialloon 
race Other activities include an 
a n t i q u e show a n d sa le . 
ntAiuthon race and cross country 
ski race For more information 
con tac t t h e L u d i n g t o n Area 
Chamber <.f C o m m e r c e . (800) 
542-4600 

9 the Canton Library it com 
piled by Laura Dorogi of the 

"? ithmrt •• 

(cuir 

Centerpiece: A large map of the world carved from 
Kellogg Park throughout the weekend. 

tnur PHOTOS at Para. I 

ice was one of the centerpieces 6f 

Carving a niche: 
Atalie Rudd of;' 
Ann Arbor (left) • , 
and Helgaliv Ois-
ladottir, original-
ly from Iceland' 
and now living in 
Ann Arbor, both 
5, check out one . 
of the many ice 

day. 

• * * « 
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Salem practice room OK'd by county MEAP from page A1 

BY TONY BRU9CAT0 
STAFF WAITER 
tbruscato9oe.bomecomm.net 

Wayne County officials have 
given a clean bill of health to the 
wres t l ing room- at P lymouth 
Salem High School after a rash 
of ringworm fungus and impeti-
go bacteria was found, infecting 
most of the wrestling team. 

"Heal th officials were he re 
Monday and Tuesday to take a 
look at the facility, examine the 
wrestling mats and went over 
our cleaning procedures," said 
John Robinson, Salem athletic 
director. "We are back in the 
room with wrestling practice. 

our high school wrestling classes 
and with cheerleading practice." 

The wrestling room was shut 
down for nearly a week when an 
unusually high number x>f ring-
worm cases were" re*pofted. 
School officials sent wrestlers to 
their personal physicians to be 
treated and used bleach to clean 
mats in an effort to rid the room 
of the fungus. 

"We found that school officials 
were following all appropriate 
precautions," said Dr. Donald" 
Lawrenchuk , Wayne County 
hea l th d e p a r t m e n t medical 
director. "There's no need, from 
a public health perception, to 

« O L -

Now t h r u January 31st 

Winter Clearance Sale 

10%-50% OFF 
Every Piece of Furniture! 

• I 

Join us this Fr iday & Saturday: 
A Marlow Furniture factory 

^ % representative will be on hand 
Ik to answer questions <& take 

1 n % q j y 

all Special Ordered 
Recliners, 

Chairs & Sofas! 
Enter to win a Gooseneck Rocker! 

5206 Plymouth Road 
116 miles east of US-23 

Just outside of Ann A r b o r 
(734) 663-5558 

Monday thru Saturday 10-6 
Fridav until .8. Sunday 11-5 

Spec ia l i z ing in 

• Handcrafted Furniture ' 

Gifts • Collectibles • Antiques 

all in t h e C o u n t r y T r a d i t i o n . 

keep the room closed." 
Robinson said school officials 

have made some changes in how 
the faci l i ty is being used, in 
cleaning procedures, and have 
informed all athletes about per-
sonal hygiene precautions. 

"We discarded one of the old 
wrestling mats which had been 
compromised because of cracks 
in it," said Robinson. "We are 
concerned on the wear and tear 
on the mats. When you do have 
as much w e a r as we have 
because of the number of groups 
that use the facility, it causes 
some b reaks in the surface . 
That makes it harder to keep it 
sanitary." 

There were some concerns by 
wrestling parents that use of the 
room by the cheerleading squad 
and other groups was putting too 
much wear on the mats, allowing 
for r ingworm to infes t itself 
beneath the porous surface. 

.Robinson said that in order to 
keep tjhe mats from enduring too . 
much, a second mat for cheer-
leaders wifln>e placed on top of 
the wrestlffiif mat during cheer-
leading practice. 

"I think it came down to mis-
management of the room," said 

*JoDee Dillon, Plymouth Salem 
vars i ty cheer lead ing coach. 
"None of t h e 26 varsity cheer-
leaders had ringworm. We've 
followed all the rules pertaining 
to mopping the area and cleanli-
ness. 

"We suggested using a second 
mat for cheerleading practice 

. about a year ago," added Dillon. 
"I hope the si tuation has been 
cleared and we can move for-
ward." 

Dillon is hoping the week off 
from practice doesn't impair "the 
cheer leading squad, which is 
slated to participate in national 
competition next month. 

taught the facts and s tudents 
"regurgitated them," said Hayes. 
"Under the new model, like the 
social studies test, students are 
given the facts and learn to use 
them to make decisions and take 
action. It's essential we change 
the written curriculum in our 
classes." 

That is being done even as the 
results are being evaluated. 

"We've been contacted by Livo-
nia school officials about sharing 
strategies to improve our results 
for the next test," s'aid Bruce 
Siegel, assistant principal who 
oversees the high school social 
•studies department. "We'll see 
where we need the most 
improvement as a department, 
and do some brainstorming with 
Livonia to achieve be t t e r 
results." 

Part of the reason for the poor 
test scores is the simple fact that 
no one knew exactly wha t to 

expect from the first-ever social 
studies test. 

Typically the teachers assess 
knowledge in their classrooms 
with tests which are more multi-
ple choice in n a t u r e , " said 
Hayes. "In the MEAP tests, they 
are assessing knowledge plus 
students ' ability to think and 
write. 

"It 's not t ha t our s t u d e n t s 
can't do that, but we have to be 
able to prepare them for it," said 
Hayes. > . > 

^ Hayes said the low scores on 
the social studies MEAP tests 
forced the district to "look at our 
curriculum, and how we instruct 
and use methods to help our 
kids achieve." • 

"This is the information age." 
Hayes said. "It's no longer how 
much information we can accu-
mulate. but how we can use that 
information." 

ION F I R E 
e e f & B r e w 

DINNERS INCLUDE A PINT OF 

O U R H A N D C R A F T E D BEER 

F R E N C H O N I O N STEAK S A N D W I C H 
$9.95 

BONFIRE L O N D O N BROIL 
$11.95 

C A J U N STEAK & PEPPER LINCUINI 
$13.95 

BONFIRE W O O D - F I R E D RIBEYE 
$1695 

Ball from page A1 

ied," said Noricks. 
Friday's gathering will be the 

foundation's sixth ball. 
"It 's really for the people," 

said Noricks. "It's not for us." 
Besides Canton's political and 

social elite, officials from Ply-
mouth Township and Livonia 
are expected to attend. S ta t e 
Sen. Loren Bennett and State 
Rep. Bruce Patterson will also 
be on hand. 

"I ts becoming a regional 
event," said Noricks. 

Filet mignon, pjista and an 
"upgraded" desert highlight the 
ball's menu this year. While the 
volume of food will be reduced, 
qua l i ty will be enhanced , 

Noricks said. 
"It'll be mere of a gourmet-

level meal this year," she added. 
The Tim Hewitt Band will 

entertain. The group specializes 
in "Motown," oldies and big 
band tunes. 

"We hope the big band sound 
will be a hit with both the older 
and younger crowds," Noricks 
said 

Some individual t ickets are 
still available for the Canton 
Community Foundation Winter 
Ball. The event is $75 per per-
son. Please contact Joan Noricks 
at 1734) 398-5000 for more infor-
mation. 

J B O N F T R E 
^ BISTRO & BREWERY W 

| S E V L \ MiLE" & MAGCERTY W 
NORTH VILLE 

248-735-4570 

Sat., Feb. 19 Summit on The Park 
Sat., March 18 CANTON 

Fri., Feb. 25 Laurel Manor 

RESEHVE NOW FOR REST SEATS' 
1-800-817-6279 

estful Retreats 
i •• • > • •— r n 

So, you're trying to create a restful 
l^treat. A great way to start is by 

around one m a p ele-| 
laent or focus. The main focus of 
any k ^room is, ot course, the bed. 

McLaughlins has a heavenly 
5 assortment of bed styles with 

of our bedroom collections 
BjSfltwenty of more beautiful 

pes including several different 
^designs! Posters, canopies, 

and more! 

t 

I i iff HI v* 

>. »,I M M 
MS II 
J a m i 

re-

introducing Thomasville's 
Newest Bedrobm Collections 

4/wma/r Bpmsm 
(pictured above) 

Amazinfly beautiful wood*, gracefully canted 6edpo»o.A forest of 
square spmdle pegs of inlaid walnut. It is a tribute to the grandeur 
of nature and the sktfl of tKe artisan 

Corrfot* Ccfoctm 
(pictured iaft) 

Bring the warmth of the Mediterranean beaches into your home! 
Cordova exudes both Spanish influences and the softness of French 
styling. 

Whether you ire tiirnMiin«: in 

entire 'home, one room, or 

you're m senrch ot that one 

unusual accent piece that will 

add a dramatic flair to your 

home, McLaughlin's î  confi-

dent you will find exactly what 
i . i »•- . . . 

i v • » •» i i • •• 

heautitul showrooms. Allow 

their talented desi<^ner> and 

well-trained sale> consultants 

to help you make your home ' s 

interior everything you want it 

to he. You will find all the lat-

est. better quality furniture 

creations at true savings of 

25"«» up to 60%. Ciuaranteed 

lowest prices and your choice 

ot f inanc ing plans.. .or save 

addit ional hy paying cash. 

S ince W52 we have provided 

h o m e owners with a feeling «>l 

comfort and confidence in all 

our product* & services. 

Thomasville 
IM ) M ! I I R N I S H I N < I S O L \ O V I 
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Officials say WTUA talks now moving forward 
BY SCOTT DANIEL 
9TA*T WRITE* • 
•djuiiel9oeJioraecomm.net ' 

A week a f t e r negot ia t ions 
between Canton, Plymouth and 
Northville townships and the 
Ypsilanti Community Utility 
Authority appeared dead, signs 
of life emerged last week. 
i The Western Townships Utili-
t ies Author i ty has been 
embroiled in a two-year dispute 
over timing, breadth and control 
of expansion for Ypsi lant i ' s 
wastewater treatment plant. 

Negotiations appeared stalled 
after YCUA refused to budge on 
representation for WTUA on its 
board and the composting of 
solids, among other issues. 

Exam set 
in murder 
BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 
tbrttecatoOoe.horaecomm.net 

Friday's preliminary exam in 
35th District Court for Plymouth 
resident Azizul Islam on charges 
of first degTee murder and muti-
lation of a dead body is expected 
to last more than a day. 

"We've got a good number of 
witnesses to fill the whole day 
and then finish on another day," 
said Mike Lehto, ass i s tan t 
Wayne County prosecutor. "On 
the second day we expect to 
introduce the scientific evidence 
from DNA f indings and the 
crime lab." 

Lehto said there are nearly a 
dozen witnesses set to testify, 
"which will put all the different 
pieces together" 

Islam, 50, is charged with the 
murder of his estranged wife, 
Tracy, 35. sometime between 

The Ypsilarnti authority also 
declined "To provide wr i t t en 
assurance that it wouldn't seek 
zoning changes for a parcel cur-
rently optioned by Canton. The 
parcel, which is ad jacen t to 
YCUA"8 plant, would be used for 
an independent western town-
ships' facility. 

According to WTUA Opera-
tions iManager Tim Faas, negoti-
ations improved dramatically 
last week. » 

First, Ypsilanti Township did-
n't go forward with zoning 
changes. Faas.said that move 
won't be made, if at all, until 
March. 

Secondly, YCUA said it would 
give Faas its final position on all 
issues later this week. While 
he's not sure what those posi-
t ions will be, he 's a t l eas t 
encouraged that the two sides 
are communicating. 

"This whole thing has been a 
roller coaster ride," FaaB said. 
"But I'm always opt imist ic . 
Everything is there to make an 
agreement, but everyone has to 
be willing to compromise." 

Canton Supervisor Tom Yack 
was surprised at YCUA's sudden 
change of heart. But he thinks 
any agreement with the authori-
ty has serious hurdles to clear. 

Yack said, for example, tha t 
Ypsilanti wants to pick its own 
engineer and architect- for 
expansion. By contract, WTUA 
should make those choices, he 
said. 

"I don't think they want us to 
have control over* design," Yack 
commented. 

Faas will make a recommen-
dation to WTUA's board Monday 
on how it should proceed. Lead-
ers must decide now which path 
to foHow or risk running out of 
capacity for wastewater flows. 

Faas recently outlined what he 
feels are the authority's three 
options: 

' • Continuing ta'negotiate -with ' 
YCUA on expansion. 

• Force a WTUA only expan-
sion. 

• WTUA builds its own facili-
ty-

Ei ther expansion or a new 
facility will take at least five 
years to complete. Faas said the 
ball needs to start rolling and he 
hopes the board will move for-
ward Monday. 

"I want to give them enough 
information to decide," he added. 

WTUA currently sends about 
nine million gallons of waste 
water to Ypsilanti. Other flows 
go to Detroit. 

YCUA's plant, located in YpsT 
lanti Township, has-a .current 
capacity of 29 million gallons per 
day. WTUA's flows are expected 
to rise well beyond that capacity 
within five years. 

The local authority has been 
left with the options of helping 
Ypsilanti expand or build its 
own treatment facility. 

In September, WTUA voted for 
the latter at a cost of about $130 
million. But those plans were 
put on hold for a last-ditch nego-
tiation effort with Ypsilanti. 

Talks have been ongoing since 
then, but yielded few results. 

Dec. 19 and Dec. 22. Tracy 
Islam* who left her husband last 
August and r e tu rned to her 
native England, was visiting her 
family in Plymouth a week 
before C h r i s t m a s . She was 
reportedly visiting her teenage 
son and daughter for the holi-
days, and seeking an uncontest-
ed divorce :———-— 

REDBALLOONCLEARANCE 
L O O K FOR T H E RED B A L L O O N SIGNS A N D T A K E A N EXTRA 40% OFF 

FALL A N D HOLIDAY ITEMS A L R E A D Y R E D U C E D B Y 2 5 - 4 0 % 

for total savings of 

70% 
*WTTH 25% OFF EARLY MORNWG SHOPPING RASS 

ON NAMES YOU KNOW AND LOVE 
RNTTY* AUGUST Sl-K • JEANNE PERRE • JOSEPH A • WKO • HOT COTTON • MARC WARE • fVY • JOHN RAUL RCHARQS 

MELROSE • ENZO • NINE WEST • VIASP1GA • COLE-HAAN • BOSTONWN • BILL BLASS • PRESWICK & MOORE* HATHAWAY 
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Great savings P L U S additional shopping pass savings! 
Two days only! 

According to police, the couple 
had an argument Dec. 19. Tracy 
was missing Dec. 20 and a friend 
from England reported her miss-
ing Chr is tmas Day when she 
failed to board a Dec. 24 flight to 
Great Britain. 

An A&W restaurant worker in 
Dearborn found a plastic bag 
containing two arms and two 
legs in a Dumpster on Dec. 22. 
Police are conducting DNA test-
ing to determine if those body 
parts belong to a torso found in a 
muddy field in Allen Township, 
Ohio, Dec. 31. The Islam chil-
dren are also undergoing DNA 
testing to help identify the body 
remains. The results are expect-
ed sometime next month. 

—Plymouth pulirf .•iii.v Islam 
rented a van from Dick Scott 
Dodge in Plymouth the day after 
the body par t s were found in 
Dearborn, and drove it 213 miles 
before returning the vehicle the 
same day. Authorities say they 
l\ave witnesses who saw a man 
in the Ohio field who fit the 
description of Islam standing 
near a light-colored sport utility 
vehicle. 

Allen Township is located in 
Ottawa County. Ohio, southeast 
of Toledo. 

Sources close to the investiga-
tion say mud and other items 
were found in the van by Michi-
gan State Police crime lab inves-
tigators. And human traces and 
blood were reportedly sniffed out 
by dogs at Islam's Roe Street 
home during a search Jan 7 

Defense a t to rney Michael 
Schwartz believes that without 
the scientific evidence identify-
ing the body parts as those of 
Tracy Islam, the prosecution has 
no case. 

"The big thing is the DNA." 
•aid Schwartz "They need to 
show the body parts are those of 
his wife." 

Schwartz said he has talked to 
his client in the Wayne Count^ 
jail. 

"He's depressed , but who 
wouldn't be s i t t ing in jail 
charged with a serfims crime." 
said Schwary "He's in a regular 
call, but he doesn ' t mingls 
much* 

Monday, representatives from 
the prosecutor's office. Dearborn 
police and Plymouth police sat 
down<to discuss their case in 
preparation for the preliminary 
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"Everything went very well, 
•aid Dick Miller, Plymouth 
police Chief "I think our case is 
pretty solid "• 
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