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Putting you In touch

a Canton firefi

BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

An ammonia leak at a Haggerty
Road business sent two workers and a
Canton firefighter to the hospital and
caused an explosion early Wednesday
morning.

Township firefightérs were called to
Norquick Distributing on Haggerty
Road just south of Joy at 6:53 a.m. and
discovered two male employees over-

Wednesday following an ammonia leak and
explosion at the frozen food storage facility on
"4t i Haggerty Road, south of Joy.

SEVENTY~FIVE CENTS
© 2006 HomeTown Communicalions Network, Inc.

injures 3

Two employees of Norquick Distributing and |
hter were hospitalized \

t

Lica, 84, was treated for inhalation of
fumes. :
A build-up of ammonia fumes caused
a violent explosion at approximately
7:50 a.m. A 20-foot wide hole in the
building’s northwest corner was
opened as a result. A small fire fol-
lowed. Township firefighters were able
to quickly douse the flames, however.
Western Wayne County's Hazmat
team was called to the scene.
Rorabacher said utilities had to be

STAFY PHOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANS

Damage control: MichCon workers dig underground to reach a
safety valve in front of the Norquick food storage plant on Hag-
gerty, south of Joy, where a Wednesday morning ammonia leak

led to an explosion and small fire.

come by fumes. The men were subse-

quently transported to Annapolis Hos-

pital in Wayne. ‘
“Their injuries appear to be non-life-

threatening,” said Canton Fire Chief -

Mike Rorabacher.
Michael McManamon, 41, of Redford
suffered first-degree burns on his

‘ hands and ears and reported difficulty

breathing. Benjamin Brand, 22, of
Mount Clemens reported minor respi-
ratory problems.

In addition, Canton firefighter Jerry

shut off before Hazmat could enter the
building and stop the leak. That was
accomplished by early Wednesday
afternoon.
“We're taking a very methodical
approach to this,” he commented. “We '
want the utilities secured before they
go in to eliminate the possibility of any
more explosions.”

Firefighters sprayed water on the
building throughout the morning to

Please see AMMONIA LEAK, A2

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

Residents and planning commis-
sioners said they experienced déja

ing to build a charter school in Can-
ton presented a second set of plans.

Grand Rapids-based National Her-
itage Academies' request for special
land use approval. Commissioners
said the project was too small for the
amount of land and was not much
different than the company’s first
proposal last March.

The charter school management
company’s request was to build a
two-phase, 650-student school on a

roads. Ann Arbor, Pontiac, Jackson,
Grand Rapids and Flint are among
the cities in which National Heritage
operates schools.

Please see CHARTER SCHOOL, A3

Charter school r

" Class dismissed

mission again

vu Monday when a company want-

0, with" Bob Wade absent, to deny

10-acre site at Ridge and Warren .

ejected by com
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Speaking out:
Lois Andres, '
who lives
adjacent to
the proposed
charter
school on
Ridge Road,
points to a
homemaide
chart of the
proposed site
while her
husband,
Fred,
addresses the
planning
commission
Monday.
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BY SCOTT DANIEL
STAFF WRITER
sdaniel@oe.homecomm.net

All seven members of Canton’s
Board of Trustees plan to run-for re-
election later this year.

Supervisor Tom Yack will be seeking
his fourth term. The township board —
which also includes Clerk Terry Ben-

Tale tellers step

nett, Treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter and
trustees Robert Shefferly, Philip
LaJoy, John Burdziak and Melissa
McLaughlin — has been intact since
1995.

“As long as I'm feeling good and con-
tributing,” said Yack, “I'll stay.”

Those wishing to run for the board
must file petitions with the county

clerk’s office by May 16 at 4 p.m. The
state Legislature is currertly deter-
mining how many signatures each
applicant will need to make the filing
The primary will be held on Aug. 8
and the general election on Nov. 7

Canton board members ran unopposed
in 1996
Yack said he sees his job as supervi

sor as being always interesting.
“There's always new and exciting
things happening,” he added. “1 enjoy
the variety and constant challenges we
face.”
Yack said he's unsure about
future after the next four years

his

Please see YACK, A6

The first place to visit
vhen you're looking for a
new place to live?
The Real Estate ads
in today’s
HomeTown Classifieds!

up to the mike

|l STORYTELLING FESTIVAL

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

Once upon a time, bards told tales to attentive
listeners gathered around fires, with each listener
formulating their own version of the tale to pass

along to their families and friends.

Years later such taled like *Beowulf,” would be
put to paper and become required reading for
high school and college literature students.

Canton ProjectARTS wants to revive those days S

of yore with its second annual Storytelling Festi- By
vil, planned for Jan. 22 at the Summit on the A e
Park. The activities are scheduled to begin at 10 AR,
a.m. and run all day. Admission is 85 for individu g

als, $15 for families of thiree or more.

“Storytelling is innate n all of us,” said Debra
Christian of Oral Magic, a storytelling group

involved in the day-long event, *It was our first
way of passing down history. Christian lives in
Superior Township and-is a special education
teacher with the Garden City school district. She
has been a professional story teller for 15 years

The festival will not only give people a chance
to sit back and listen to stories, but also offer

Plouse see SIONVTRLING, &3 | D00

ed Saturday at the

‘anton Chiefettes practice

Chiefettes are ‘Millennium’-bound

> »

Plymouth Salem High School Auditorium at I p.m. and 7:30

a routine Monday during a rehearsal
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Summit project Charter school ;... .....

nears start date

The commission nixed Nation-’
al Heritage Academies’ earlier

. attempt to build a charter school

storage tank inside the building, - on Beck Road, east of Hanford
Rorabacher said. by a 4-0 vote.

Kroger, Canton Supervisor Tom
Yack said.
The company started up in
Detroit in 1970, according to
township tax abatement docu-
ments. It then moved to Livonia
in 1976 and finally to Canton in
1998. : :
Norquick operates-a:$6.7 mil-

on 17 acres between Joy and
Koppernick roads.
The company is owned by

and  workers of Norquick
declined to comment on the leak

added.

A Canton man is being
charged with child abuse after a
6-month-old Inkster baby was
shaken hard enough to cause
multiple internal injuries. .

Daniel Jeffery ¥verts, 25, was
arrested Saturday and charged
with first degree-felony child
abuse. If convicted, he could face

Nearly $4,000 in cash and
more than $3,000 in jewelry and

ton man and friends at gunpoint
late Saturday. : {
According to township police
reports, a 20-year-old Westland
man and two men described as

products for Farmer Jack and

lion, 77,000-square foot facility .

William P. Connor. Both Connor

clothing was stolen from a Can-

up to 15 years in jail

The incident occurred Jan. 5
at Everts' Canton Commons
Apartment. Township Police Sgt.
Charles Raycraft said Everts

“was baby-sitting the infant and

two other children under the age
of 4.

“We don’t know what precipi-
tated the incident,” said Ray-
craft. : 7

The infant belongs to a co-
worker of Everts’ girlfriend, he

Man charged for shaking infant

added. Raycraft said she notified
the mother of the baby’s condi-
tion.

The infant was first taken to
Garden City Hospital then sent
Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann
Arbor, according to township
police reports.

The infant was found to have
several internal injuries includ-

ing a subdural hematoma and

hemorrhaging in both eyes,
Policg say the child remains hos-

stored. Leather jackets and wal-
lets were stolen from the Canton
man'’s friends.

The three suspects then left

“the home, reports said. There

COP CALLS

MDOP

More than $1,000 worth of
damage was done to five vehicles
at E & M Auto on Yost Road

a Cariton firefighter were injured in the incident, an ammonia leak that led to an
explosion and small fire. ’ :

gl
i '.-k"
d

pitalized but is expected to
recover, :

Everts is being held on a
$500,000 cash bond. He will face
a preliminary examination Jan.
21 at 35th District. Court in Ply-
mouth. _

« Raycraft said its unclear-if

Everts has a criminal history or
has faced other child abuse
charges.

Robbers get cash, jewelry from home

some rounds.” Reports said the
officer drew his weapon and
ordered the men to place their
hands on the hood of his patrol
vehicle~

Four Canton officers arrived
within minutes and the men
were taken into custody without

s
T
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BY SCOTT DANIEL

and feature a larger fitness cen-
ter. Work is scheduled to be done
in two phases.

Administrative and Communi-
ty Services Director Dan Durack
said all renovation work would
be completed in the first phase.
A reconfiguration of some Sum-
mit meeting rooms may come
much later in a second phase, he
said,

“I don’t know if that will hap-
pen,” said Durack.

Canton Trustees Tuesday
approved Southfield-based TMP
Associates to handle architec-
tural work for renovations.

Dearborn and Wayne.

“We want to start construction
as soon as we can,” he commenit-
ed.

The Summit will remain open
through most of the construc-
tion, Durack said. A portion of
the building’s north side will be
knocked out, but he hopes that
will be done during the facility’s
normal week shutdown in
August.

About half of the project’s cost,
$750,000, will be covered
through a “Clean Michigan”
grant. The act, which was
passed by voters in 1998, put
$50 million aside for recreation
grants. I

Canton applied for the grant
last March. Resource Develop-

ment Manager Mike Ager said _

$750,000 represents the maxi-

The Livonia Parents of the
Visually Impaired will host an
annual bowlathon for Western
Wayne County 2-5 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 5, at Woodland Lanes
in Livonia. %

The nonprofit organization is
made up of volunteers, with all
of the monéy collected going to

be done in two phases.

mum award amount from Michi-
gan’s Department of Natural
Resources, which is administer-
ing the grant.

The township will pay the
remainder of the project through
community improvement funds,
said Durack.

An expanded fitness room
heads the list of changes slated
for the Summit: "’ 2
rent north wall'will be knocked
out. The fitness room, which fea-

centralized, said Durack. Cur-
rently, aerobics classes are held
in the Summit's multi-purpose
room. )

An expanded family locker
room and . additional
meetirtg/activity rooms are also
planned. One of the facility’s two
current racquetball courts will
likely be converted to the family

-locker room.

Trustees made expansion pos-
gible last February by voting
unanimously to amend the town-,
ship’s recreation master plan.

The move was first presented
to trustees in a December 1998
study session. A steady increase
in the number of ‘users at the
Summit since it opened in late

1995 is cited as the reason for,

the expansion. .

‘Western Wayne bowlathon is Feb. 5

programs which benefit the chil-
dren. Anyone interested in help-
ing by either bowling or con-
tributing to the event is inyited
to call Bonnie Sheriday at (734)
459-3439 or Lucile Frits at (248)
471-3940.

Woodland Lanes is at 33775
Plymouth Road in Livonia.
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decreased property values.

In short, opponents said it was
a bad location.

“...There is no real change in
their request — other than mov-
ing the location of the site from
Beck and Hanford to Warren
and Ridge,” said resident Chuck
Suppnick, vice president of the
Northwest Canton Homeowners
Association. :

“The site is too small,” Ridge
Road resident Fred Andres said.
Wetlands along Fellows Creek,

Getting an earful: Bill Case, National Heritage Academy board member (from left)

STAFY PHOTOS BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

easements and setbacks leave Nro4innal Heritage Academy Vice President Jeff Poole; and Wayne Seger, project
manager from Holland Engineering; listen to Canton residents who are upset with
the selection of the proposed site for the charter school. ‘

[} s
said. .
The school’s plan to re-sod the

Ridge Road north of Warren
received Natural Beauty Road
status from the state six years
ago, which protects roadside soil
from being disturbed. The homie-
owners’ efforts were in reaction
to Detroit Edison plans to clear
cut easements along Ridge to

Bell on Ford and the Rite Aidon tuatly

Canton Center at Ford as exgm-
ples of Canton’s high building
standards.

“Hold these people to the same
standards,” she said, referring to
the Taco Bell as a “Taj Mahal”
development. “There is no beau-

: Buln trust: C@%M,Cammisswner Karl

Zarbo and Chairman Vic Gustafson look over details

on the agenda during the commission meeting Monday.

approval attempt, said alterna-
tive education was important.

“I've researched this schoel
and have found them to be excel-
lent,” Canton resident Cassan-
dra Cobb said. “If they meet the
regulations and stipulations,
then let them build.”

Canton resident Rose Lang
agreed.

“Charter schools give us the
opportunity to give children an
academic challenge,” said Lang,
whose children attend Agape
and Plymouth Christian Acade-
my.

The commission echoed resi-
dents’ sentiments hbout déja vu,
yet most expressed a desire to
welcome a charter school to
Canton 5

“I guess I'm dumbfounded
‘that you'd be back before us
with the same (proposall,” said
commissioner Karl Zarbo.

Commissioner Sue Dodson
said she understood residents’
desire for a charter school.

“I worked two jobs to send (my
children) to private school,” she
said. “But this site’s just not big
enough to accomplish what
you're trying to do. We hope

Wednesday. : : : ., '

It was t};le first such incident = Ihe f:m‘ ea}rhgr cczinducted 2 tures weight training equip- roadside, install a sidewalk and , : ; =i

at Norquick, Rorabacher said. * | : = : : sk emfa mhana ysis and cost estl ment, will nearlydouble in size pave a small portion of Ridge install overhead electrical lines. ty in this scheel.” yoir'll be back ~ because we're in
“Ammonia leaks Hre not A e : . - “Bare Puoto BT PAUL ByRBCIMANN mate for the project. ]'Z)unfack said  when work is complete. Road would violate the road’s Resident Linda Leone said she S h . favor of what you're trying to

uncommon in that business, - Emergency response: Canton firefighters spray water on the Norquick food storage TMP has handled similar pro- A renovation goal is to have natural beauty designation, objected to the vinyl siding exte- upporters want ¢ 0ICe - | “do.”

from what 1 understand,’; h.: plant on Haggerty, south OfJO{V, Wednesday morning. Tioo Norquick employees and jects for the cities of Lapeer, gness and aerobic activities Andres added. rior. She cited the brick Taco Charter school supporters, vir- Commissioner Melissa

“It just really breaks my heart
that we're at this stage - we
hoped this site would be a good
site.”

Try, try again

Jeff Poole, vice president: of
marketing for New Heritage
Academies, said they're not giv-
ing up on finding a Canton site.
They are also eyeing Romulus
and Taylor as school sites

“We're extremely disappoint-
ed,” Poole said following the
board’s decision. “The parents
arg 414 1gi:sapp(uimed ~ they
wan g aaible to offer students *
a chéfté. We have unparalieled
demand for a school in this
area.” i -

Although a charter has
already won preliminary
approval from Central Michigan
University, building can’t take
place unless the state Legisla-
ture lifts the cap on the number
of university-chartered schools
allowed in Michigan. Gov. John
Engler supperts lifting the cap
but was unable to move legisla-
tion through the state House
and Senate last month. y

“being in their 20s; about 6-feet ’ b early Sunday morning. incident. A 7.62 mm semiauto- o
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(734) 953-2108 home in the 41000 block of i ) g’ . were legally intoxicated at the Canton resident Larry Masteller, a 1959 Albion The Canton Police Community Policing Team 3 "
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o8 LI TN : ‘% some point during the visit, the Street hme;_"?“ broken into Two unidentified men were gaid ! school’s Athletic Hall of Fame. ly for a collection drive to help economically dis- SEEE . e
T - ; - - Westland man left the home and Jan. 6, according to reports. arrested by Canton Police early Masteller was a starting running back on the | advantaged families this winter. 5 ; : A
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‘went to'his car, -
Hé returned a short time later

,An unspecified amount of jew-
elry and cash as well as a $225
video game system were stolen.

Sunday morning for possessing
firearms while intoxicated.

Numbers

Civil and family trouble calls

Briton's 1958 MIAA champion football team and
made All-MIAA in baseball 1957-59. His career

Items collected included high-guality used
jackets, sweaters, boots, new gloves, school sup-

- and drew a silver-plat- > : An officer was on patrol-on led the Canton Police Depart- batting average was .377. plies, toy and books. £ir
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‘where cash and other items were

timgs, one of the men replied
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incidents were also reported.
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