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‘Going strong: NA. _
Mans celebrates a century
in business. /A3

Police: Canton’s depart-
ment is on the right
track./A13

COMMUNITY LIFE

Safe schools: In light of
the shooting rampage at
Columbine High School
and threats of violence at
areas schools, people are
looking for ways to com-
bat the problem in

’

1t will be eight to 12 months before
the National Transportation Safety
Board determines what caused the
twin-engine plane piloted by Canton
resident Paul “Slugger” Myks, 40, to
crash at the Marine City Airport in
Cottrellville Township Saturday.

The plane, a Beach King Air 65A90,
was carrying nine skydivers, all mem-
bers of the Parahawks Skydiving Cen-
ter, when it took off about 8:20 a.m. It
reached an altitude of about 200 feet
before it crashed and exploded, killing
all 10 people.

Parole

hearing
for Fisher

l  REALESTATE

schools./B1 . i

Helping out: Veronica
Foley and Bev McGurk
are retirees who have
found their niche doing
volunteer work at School-
craft College’s Women’s
Resource Center./ Bl

AT HOME

result of a contest, a Bev-
erly Hills garden received
an expert makeover./D8 °

More than just shelter:
New home construction
affects all aspects of
life./F1 ‘

ENTERTAINMENT

Casino: At the MGM
Grand Detroit Casino,

Special renovation: As the |

up in an

BY SCOTT NEINAS
STAFF WRITER

When former Canton resident Dr.
Charles Fisher pleaded no-contest to
second-degree murder two years ago,
he knew someday he'd be a free man.

That day could be Sept. 27, 1999.

the death of Fisher's wife, Ella Maria
Mercado-Fisher, who was_suffocated
with duct tape in their Canton home

_ July 15, 1984.

Fisher, 59, is serving time in Ply-
mouth Township’s Western Wayne
Correctional Facility. He was sched-

but the interview hasn’t yet taken
place, he said.

“I'm totally in the dark,” Fisher said
in a telephone-interview.

earliest Fisher could be released.

First, he has to get the recommenda-
tion of two parole board members
based on two one-on-one interviews in
coming weeks. If the recommendations

Corrections official.

Manuel and Evelyn Mercado, the
victim's parents, believe Fisher should
serve more time. The Mercados, who
live in Cape Coral, Fla., attended a
parole board hearing in June to
express their desire to keep Fisher
- _locked up.

Barrie Borousky, who
grew up in Redford, and
other cast members are
ready to serve guests.
Borousky is vice president
of food / beverage and

property
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The no-contest plea stemmed from

uled to have a parole hearing in July, -

of the board members differ, a third.
and deciding interview would be held, -
explained Matt Davis, a Department of

“Every reporter out there wanted us
to have & cause by Sunday afterrioon,”
said NTSB spokeswoman -Lauren
Peduzzi. “(But) we are very conscien-
tious to maintain the integrity of the
investigation.” !

Peduzzi said speculation about
weather conditions may have been too
strongly reported.

“Weather conditions are something
we look at in any crash. It's part of a
standard investigation.®

Heat and humidity were in the low
80s at the time of the crash.

In addition to scrutinizing the wreck-
age site, the NTSB will be looking at
maintenance logs, pilot history, flight

aobserver-eccentric.com
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Canton man dies in plane crash

procedures, weights and balances and
runway condition and configuration. -

Peduzzi said the 3,100-foot runway
used by Myks at the Marine City Air-
port was “pretty standard for a small
airport runway.”

A Marine City Airport spokeswoman
said Myks had been flying his plane off
that runway for more than two years.
Larger Beech King Airs, carrying up to
23 parachutists, have used the same
runway when it measured 2,200 feet,
she said.

Pilot comments
Heat and humidity could have been
factors in the crash, according to local

© 1986 HomeTown Communications

pilots. Runway length becomes impor-
tant under hot and humid conditions,
they said.

“The hotter it is and the more
humid, it's like taking off from an air-
port in the mountains. The air is thin-
ner, and it takes longer,” said Doug
Kitze, manager of Mettetal Airport in
Canton. ’

The runway at Mettetal is 25566 feet
long. “We have other King Airs occa-
sionally, and they have no problem.

Kitze said Myks flew out of Mettetal
in a “couple of different airplanes.”

He did not have a personal relation-

bers, 11. Taking a swim is just one way to beat the heat.

The September parole date is the

Dog days

STAFF PROTO BY PAUL BURSCHMANN

:Quinfon Mikula, 17 months, gets a push in his inflatable raft from neighbor Sarah Cham-_

»

" How to beat the heat of 99

B ‘On real humid days, the ice cream me
faster than people can eat it.’ .

BY SCOTT NEINAS
STAFF WRITER

Those dreaded dog days are here.

Halfway through another summer, the season’'s sweaty

fingers move, push and pull our lives just as much as win-

ter’s frosty breath did six months ago

Daniel Voyles
—Canton Ice Cream Center

Want proof? Just try getting your air conditioner fixed

Waiting lists at local air conditioner repair shops average
about 10-14 days when the weather gets hot

Voyles said business actually decreases on sticky after-

“Nobody knows the cruelty of the
killing. People don't realize what kind
of criminal this guy is,” Manuel Merca-
do said.

“We were told he was supposed to
serve a minimum of four years, eight
months from his (Dec. 11, 1997) sen-
tencing date,” he added. “They
defrauded us.”

Fisher is credited with more than 10
years served, Davis said, and is receiv-

Before béing transferred to the Ply-
mouth facility July 1, 1999, Fisher,
served 1-1/2 years at a halfway house,
in Detroit, where he was able to work
during the day outside the facility.

“Please see FISHER, A2

i
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Tom Knight, an owner of Community Comfort Service on
Ronda Drive, said his business has averaged 60-80 service
calls for central air units a week since the middle of June.

.. one day we took 47 calls.®

“We got our hands full
Knight said.

FOoRSa% fotestendto STy TdooTS = s
“On real humid days; the ice cream melts faster than peo-
ple can eat it,” Voyles said
But the lull is usually made up for in the evening. After-
dinner rushes between 8:00 and 9:30 p.m. can produce lines

ing 840 days credit for “good behavior.” -

One of them could have been from Maryrose Maltby, a
Canton resident. Her air conditioning was out of commis-
sion for almost a week during a recent stretch of 90-degree
days.

“We bought some portable fans while it was down ... It
was very difficult to sleep,” Maltby said.

Knight said one way to avoid air conditioning problems is
to clean the air filter on a regular basis.

“Some people don't know where it is, others just don’t
have time,” Knight said.

The hot weather has a delayed effect on ice cream stands,
according to Daniel Voyles, a server at Canton Ice Cream

of 30 people or more that wrap around the restaurant and
out the door.

Swimming is another good way to stay cool Attendance
at Canton's Summit On The Park aquatic center increases
50-100 percent on hot days, according to Sean Fletcher, an
assistant manager at the facility

“On hot days we've had as many as 300 people here.”
Fletcher said -

Canton resident Vicky Howard's underground pool does
n’t draw quite as many people, but then again, she doesn't
charge admission for her backyard oasis

Please see SUMMER, A3

Center on Canton Center Road just north of Ford Road

Rare Bluebird nests
by resident’s home

STAPY PROTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Gorgeous: Rare Eastern Bluebirds have made a nest at Canton
e ine-Haddix' s home this summer.

BY RENEE SKOGLUND
STAFF WRITER
rskoglund@oe homecomm.net

Lorraine Haddix, a resident of the
Fox Run subdivision at Beck and Ford
roads, is not a bird watcher by avoca
tion. She doesn't wake at early dawn,
drape a pair of binoculars around her
neck and head for the nearest woods

But lately, she's been treated to
quite a peep show. A few weeks ago a
pair of relatively rare Eastern Blue
birds decided to take up residence in
one of the decorative bird houses
mounted on Haddix's backyard deck

“] saw the birds flying about, start
ing to investigate the house I watched
them carrying straw and things in the
house. The mother laid four little bitty
eggs. Now she has four little babies.”

The birds are beautiful, said Haddix,
especially the male, who's a bright
indigo blue with a red-orange breast
“I'he male is spectacular, you wouldn't
believe. The female is more muted so

she won't be noticed when she’s nest
ing.”
The birds, which belong to the

tiyrush family. are also great parents
“Both.of them participate in feeding

the babies and cleaning thé house The
I

mother even cleans out the babiés
stools.”

Haddix said she heard on a WJR
radio program that Eastern Bluebirds
may be endangered

Not so, said Carol Clements, a natu

ralist with Nankin Mills Interpretive
Center, Wayne County Parks. Howev
er, to have a nesting pair in this area
is quite a treat, she added

“They are not listed as endangered
but they are of special concern,™ said
Clements. “Their numbers have been
declining because of pesticides — they
eat insects ~ and loss of nesting sites
They're cavity nesters, making their

nes&ts in hollows of trees and barn
Please soe BID, Ad
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"“I had a good job. I had a good relation-
ship with my employer and with the commu-

nity,” Fisher said.

B

wants a confession. -
properly,” he said.

I

‘Iwmﬂdtdl(mhur)tomnfa-.bm prison without parcle
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Summer ;.. ...

“We have people over all the
time,” she said. “The Fourth of
July, Labor Day, all the summer

ABC Warehouse in Canton, said
this summer’'s air conditioner
sales, after an early rush, are

v

a normal week. When it's
warmer, they sell 40 or more.

. : _ 1 : i = ? holidays.” similar to last year's numbers. Be careful when you venture
”};1::! :i:;h::go‘fe mt‘ ons :l;: ::alu n::;?: Dnnng' the tnia:.hﬁuhet conta::odthnt - the verdict was ovamxrned in the Michigan Ho?r&rd sa}d l:};: goes in and sa‘:it got hotter earlier,” Arnold outside though, exposure to hi

enWotrhlm. inaccurate, he ridge street, tied the couple up with tape and - . Whe ‘trigls in 1996 and 1997 resulted in . ou'tloha:epo: ;illioyfx things I The Ford Road store sold :I:’m?:urmm;
- i [MAcEUERIS. 2 hen knocked him unconscious. . - hing juries, & plea agreement was worked Y . .

*Over the years there has been a tremen-
dous amount of misrepresentation of the
facts,” he said. “An article in one of the
Detroit papers, for instance, stated that 1
pled guilty, and I never pled guilty.”

Fisher's plea of no contest isn't an admis-
sion of guilt, but a defendant in a criminal
case who pleads no contest is sentenced as if

& guilty plea had been entered.

Legal definitions aside, Mercado still

prosecutor.

After a year-long investigation by Canton
Police, Fisher was charged with murder. He
was convicted of first-degree murder by a
jury in December 1985. S

That verdict was overturned by Wayne
Circuit Judge Claudia House Morcom at sen-
tencing, however, because of “improper
remarks” made in closing arguments by the

Fisher was convicted again in 1988 for

out. After the no-contest plea, Fisher was
sentenced to 12-1/2 to 19 years in prison.

‘Doug Baker, a deputy chief prosecutor for
W County, said his team didn’t want to
risk having the case thrown out of court
after another possible j

“There wasn't really a
someone five times. We thought we had-
some motivation to plead it out ,.. we could
have convicted him,” Baker said.

hung jury. :
mt for trying

Patterson offers fall internship in Lansing

State Rep. Bruce Patterson
announces opportunities for col-
lege students.seeking fall
semester internships with the
Michigan House of Representa-
tives.

Students get a firsthand

opportunity to learn how a leg-
islative office works by perform-
ing general office operations,
assisting constituents and prob-
lem-solving.

“This is a great chance for'stu-
dents to learn about state gov-

ernment,” said Patterson, R-
Canton Township,

Students also gain experience
working in a leadership office
since Patterson, who serves as

‘Associate Speaker Pro Tempore,

helps set the House agenda and
oversee session.

Area students who attend
schools with active internship
programs are encouraged to
apply. Interested students
should contact Patterson’s office
at (800) 555-5021, or send a
cover letter and resume to him
at P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, MI
48909,

STAFF PBOTO BY PAUL HURSCHMANN

Steady: Doug Mans says the company’s focus on customer service has kept the ven-

should be doing right now, but
P'm not,” she says smiling, calm-
ly treading water in back of her
Heritage Street home.

Inside the home, a good air
conditioner can make any heat
wave seem muted. A good
barometer of summer’s impact is
the availability of air condition-
ing units. If appliance stores’
shelves have more empty space
than air conditioners, then it's a
good sign that those dog days are
here. .

Greg Arnold, store manager at

between 300-400 'units last
month. But string a few 90-
degree days together and air
conditioners sell out faster than
you can say: “It's not the heat,
it’s the humidity.”

“We've sold a lot of air condi-
tioning units, I'm almost out of
them,” Arnold said last week.

Up to 300 units can go in a
week’s time if the temperature is
right, Arnold said.

Fan sales double. Jeff Clos, a
small appliance manager at the
store, said 13-20 fans sell during

B “A Cold Day for Murder” -
By Dana Stabenow.

B “The Courage to be Rich” -
By Suze Orman.

B “Dance Hall Of The Dead” -

can lead to heat exhaustion and,
more seriously, heat stroke, said
Canton Fire Inspector Greg
Strys-Tellner. Dizziness and
muscle cramps are common ,
symptoms and should be taken
semiously, Strys-Tellner said.

“The best thing to do is to just
stay indoors on real hot days,”
Strys-Tellner said. “If you are
outside, be smart, use sunscreen,
keep hydrated, drink water
instead of beer or soft drinks.”
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Carole S. Turner.

Web Watch

Check out these new Web
sites:
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» Redders can submit story suggestions, reactions 1o stories, letters 1o the editor
- _ or make general comments 1o any member of our news staff through E-Mail
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» Open houses and new developments in your area.

word for home improvement
chain stores: “they’re just that,
their store is a big box, no per-
sonality”) pop up, the Mans phi-
losophy is to look inward instead
of over the shoulder. Indeed,
Mans only has to look out a back
window from his Ford Road loea-~

_tion to see an imposing HQ home

be successful”
Back at the turn of the centu-

way since the days of delivering
lumber and coal by horse and
buggy. In addition to lumber, the
company now sells hardware,
kitchen cabinets, windows, doors
and other home improvement
products,

“Our customers used to num-,

new store was called “Mans Do
It Center,” a fine name for the

the name was taken a different
way,” Mans said

The Mans' business began
expanding considerably.in the
'"70s, growing from one store in
Trenton, to six, including outlets
in Canton, Monroce, Hamburg
and Maumee, Ohio. Just as the

W ing ;
~via the Internet at the following address: ::h;:;‘évrz?:‘s; Ayory SRENIDg ber in the hundreds, now theyre stores have spread out from
% = s : § . “Evervwheré it Tk AR in the thousands,” Mans said Trenton, the fourth generation of
’ UG i g : competi}.ion" Mans ':aid. «If vo& The Mans family opened their the Mans family has fanned out
'.t’_gme_'me- 734_953_2020 ) 3 B “\ 7 | do your job the right way, you'll Canton location in 1982. The as well in order to ensure that

the stores are managed correct-
ly

available from the library:
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Bluebird: Lorraine Haddix’ deck has become home to a
family of rare Eastern Bluebirds.

Death from page Al

.ship with Myks but knew him as a customer.
“He was a very nice person,” said Kitze.
Bill Hanney, 73, of Farmington Hills, is

president of the Yankee Air Museum in
Belleville. A former World War Il airplane
mechanic and later a pilot, Hanney said
“density altitude” is a factor that must be
considered.

“With the extreme conditions, he (Myks)
was in effect trying to take off from about a
6,000- or 7,000-foot altitude.”

A Beech Air King taking off in similar con-

- ditions on a 5,000 foot runway at Willow
Run could have reached 600 feet in altitude
before the end of the runway, he said.

Neighbors remember

) Neighbors share a common sentiment
. about Myks: He was a devoted father. .
Besides his wife, Carlene, Myks is sur-

vived by his children: Jessica, 15; Chris, 14;

and Brandon, 12.

On Tuesday, neighbors recalled the ener-

getic, athletic man who played a great game
of street hockey with his children and who
sometimes Rollerbladed down the tree-lined
street with his dog, Spike, a black Lab.

“I do know he just loved his kids. You
could just tell. Anytime he was home he was
cut playing with them, bike riding or playing
street hockey,” said Mike Modi.

“More people should pay attention to their
kids like he did,” said Rose Tomei, who lives
next door.

Russ Hopper's two boys, Sam, 10, and
Ryan, 7, played street hockey with Myks and
his children. “It was a big thing about two or
three years ago when they let Sam play with
them. He was big enough. I'm sure Paul had
a lot to do with it.”

It was obvious to Jane Cyers that Myks
children. Her grandson, Justin, 7, sometimes
played with his children. “All T can say is
they seemed like a real nice family. They did
everything together. They just seemed 8o
family. That's what is so sad.”

Like so many other neighbors, Kevin
Urban knew Myks best by observation. “He
always played outside with his kids. That's
one of the things that intrigued me about
him. It seems he was a hands-on father.

A memorial service was held Tuesday for
Myks at the Marine City Airport. The Myks
family faced more memorial services for the
other skydivers during the week. The family
attended two services on Wednesday.

Like her father, Jessica Myks is adventur-
ous. She was planning to take skydiving
lessons next summer. When she asked her
father about taking up the sport, she said he
told her “maybe.”

“] knew he'd say ‘ask your mom.™

Lately, she hasn't played as much street
hockey with her father and brother as in
past summers. However, she and her broth-
ers shared his passion for mountain biking
and Rollerblading.

] think we kind of take after what he
likes to do.”

Students attend camp Read-A-Lot

BY DARRELL CLEM

Bird from page Al

fence posts.”

The birds nesting in Haddix's
backyard are most likely on their
third and last brood of the sea-
son, said Clements. By late
August or early September,
they’ll be off to spend the winter
months in Florida.

Meanwhile, they’ll scour Had-
dix’s yard for grubs and pluck
whatever insects they can from
the air. They like to feed in open

field areas, said Clements.

Haddix and her husband,
Woody, plan to make the birds’
stay in their backyard as com-
fortable as possible. They want
to see the babies grow up and fly
away, all four of them. To ensure
the birds” future, they're keeping
their new puppy, Coco, on a
leash whenever she’s outside.

And for good reason. “She’s a
bird dog,” said Haddix:

Exceptional Moving Sale Values!
 We'd rather sell it than move it!
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Six-year-old Jacquelynn
Czarniowsgki survived five weeks
of summer camp and didn't suf-
fer a single mosquito bite.

She”got bitten by the reading
bug, though.

Jacquelynn and 315 other
Wayne-Westland students
attended Camp Read-a-Lot, giv-
ing up some summer playtime to
improve their reading and writ-

ing skills.

“We read books and got to
play. It was fun,” Jacquelynn
said.

She attended reading camp at
P.D. Graham Elementary — one
of eight school building sites cho-
sen for the summer program
that ended last Friday.

_ “It helps' children get that lit-
tle extra push they sometimes
need to become independent
readers,” teacher Laurie Pocock
said. -
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Turning her attention to
Jacquelynn and 7-year-old Adam
Ennis, Pocock spent time read-
ing at length with these two stu-
dents. She gave them much
more attention than they'd
receive in a regular classroom.

The trio also searched the
book for words like “block” or
“rock” that shared similar
“sound chunks” — in this case

“ock.” The pupils also learned to
spell new words with the same
sound.

Only students entering first or
second grades this fall qualified
for Camp Read-a-Lot, now in its
second year. Teachers and para-
professionals helped them one
on-one and in small groups

District officials said students
who attended the summer pro-
gram last year appeared to have
improved their reading skilis
when they returned to school

“They take a book home every
night,” Pocock said.

Students attended reading
camp for an hour and 45 min-
utes each day — Monday through
Friday for five weeks. That's
nearly 40 hours of help

“It’s a significant chunk of
instruction,” said Cynthia Swift,
Wayne-Westland curriculum and
staff development director.

The district charged a $20-per-
student fee

“We wanted the parents and
students to make a commitment
to the program,” said Sally
Perkins, executive director of
elementary education.

But Perkins said students
weren't turned away if they
couldn’t afford the fee

Students earned a free -book
every time they read 10 books
Parents signed forms confirming
home reading habits.

\

The Observer & Eccentrié/ THURSDAY, AUGUST 5, 1999

| *AS

STAFF WRITER
kabramczyk@®oe.homecomm.net

Families of students enrolled
in Head Start this fall can expect
an umbrella of services.

For the first time, Wayne
County will administer the fed-
erally-funded program for 3- and
4-year-ol® children, taking it
over from the Wayne County
Regional Educational Service
Agency on Sept. 1. Sessions
begin Sept. 27.

But more importantly, the
county’s arrangement with three
community-based, non-profit
organizations is expected to
assist Head Start families seek-
ing help, said Carolyn Gray,
Wayne County’s director of chil-
dren and family services.

Children will receive assig-
tance through Head Start with
education, health, nutrition and
literacy, while staffers will assist
Head Start family members who
have questions about health
care, employment and housing
Head Start staffers have been
trained to either provide that
service or refer them to the right
agency, Gray said

“That family can receive those
services under one umbrella
without multiple stops,” Gray
said

Gray described the program as
a “one-stop shop” for services.

“It's unique that for the first
time, children and families in
one Head Start program, can.use
any of the services at the three
agencies,” Gray said. A family in
Livonia or Redford with a need
for mental health assistance
could contact the Downriver
Guidance Clinic for assistance,
Gray said.

Wayne County will contract
with the Downriver Guidance
Clinic in Southgate, Starfish
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Family Services in Inkster and
the Wayne-Metropolitan Com-
munity Services Agency in
Ecorse. The U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services had
notified Wayne County earlier
this year that it was awarded a
$16 million grant for Head Start,

The program is available in 25
outcounty communities, includ-
ing Canton, Garden City, Livo-
nia, Plymouth, Redford and
Westldand. Currently the pro-
gram serves 3,723 children out-
side of Detroit, the second
largest in the state after Detroit.
Gray hopes to increase Wayne

County’s outcounty enrollment
to 30,000.

“Federal funds have been
made available to increase that
enrollment number,” Gray said.
A prénatal care program also
will be offered, Gray said.

Sally Vaughn, RESA associate
superintendent, said that about
18 months ago, RESA took a
long look at Head Start and
decided that it was not the “best”
agency to administrate the pro-
gram.

“Our focus is on K-12 pro-
grams, while Head Start is more
of a community-based program,”

Vaughn said. RESA officials
hope to emphasize more pro-
grams for the benefit of 500,000
elementary and high school stu-
dents, Vaughn added

That would include teacher
recruitment, reading programs,
and computerizing payrolt and
scheduling for local districts,
Vaughn said. A recent job fair
drew hundreds of applicants,
while Mike Flanagan, RESA
superintendent, serves on a

gubernatorial board to promote

reading programs in schools.
Gray said Wayné County is
trying to hire former Head Start

staff members, who were former
employees of Wayhe County
school districts paid by RESA.
“They are interviewing and
recruiting employees,” Gray
said.

Vaughn confirmed that several
employees had already been
hired. “They told us they would
like the change to be as smooth
as possible,” Vaughn said. “Our
goal is that parents and kids
don't see the difference.”

For information and eligibility
requirements, people interested

‘ County will offer new Head Start services

in Head Start should contact.
their respective school district, as
listed below:

For Livonia and Clarenceville
districts, Sue Foley at (734) 523-
9192,

For Plymouth-Canton School
District, Jan Metzner at {734)
416-6105. .

For Redford Union School Dis-
trict, Susan Jerore of (313) 592-
3359.

For Wayne!/Westland School
District, Maureen Reddy at (734)

595-2688.

For Garden City, Carolyn
Webb at (313) 581-0222.
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