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Message to Mom
Why is your mother special? Tell
us in 50 words or less and you may
win lunch or dinner for your mom
(and three other people) at Max &
Erma's. Mail, fax or e-mail entries

‘by noon Friday, May 1.

MAIL:

Community Editor Tedd Schneider
794 South Main Street

Plymouth, MI 48170

FAX: ‘
E-MAIL.:
tschneider@oe.homecomm.net

Be sure to include your name, your
mother;s name, your address and
telephone number. You may send a
photo, however, judging will be
based on your message.

We will print as many entries as
possible on Mother's Day, Sunday,
May 10. The contest is open to
readers of all ages.

THE WEEK

AHEA

MONDAY

Summit closing: The Sum-
mit community center
will be closed all day so
that an electrical trans-
former can be replaced. In
addition, the Leisure Pool
in the aquatic center will
be closed through Thurs-
day for repairs. The Sum-
mit and aquatic center
will have abbreviated
hours on Friday and Sat-
urday. Call 397-5110 for
information.

FRIDAY

Lock 'em down: The Can-
ton Police and Superbowl
will stage an all-night
“Lockdown” for youths
beginning at midnight
and running to 7 a.m.
Saturday. The event
includes bowling, refresh-
ments and entertainment
for kids 9-15 years old.
Cost is $15 per person.
For information, call
Police Officer Leonard
Shemanske, 397-5344.

In Taste: Tips for taki

Two men were seriously injured and
residents in the Nottingham Forest
subdivision were in shock early Satur-
day evening when a single-engine air-
plane, apparently out of Mettetal Air-
port, plunged into the subdivision near
Ford and Lilley, crashing onto the side-
walk and ‘bursting into flames in front
of a home on Avon Street.

The victims were identified by Can-
ton Police as Malcom Stinson of Canton
and Phillip Kahler of Ypsilanti Town-
ship. Kahler is a flight instructor, -
according to police, although it was
unclear who was in the pilot’s seat.

“I looked out my window and saw the
plane, it just dropped almost straight
down,” said Michelle Loveland. *“It
barely missed our house. Then (her
husband) Bob rushed out with the
neighbors to try and help.”

Another resident, Mark Shapona,
said the Cessna 150 “was about the
next block over when I saw it turn one
wing up. It was on its side kind of and
then boom.”

“It was flying real low, Shapona said.
“A guy on bike said he was following it
for a couple miles as it flew really low.”

The airplane landed in the yard of
Ronnie Sebuck, who heard a big crash.

“I looked out my window and saw a
wing sticking out of the ground,” said
Sebuck. “I was certainly shocked.”

It was the neighbors who may have
saved the men, who were taken to Uni-
versity of Michigan Hospitals in Ann

r

“A bunch of us got garden hoses and
extinguishers to put out the fire,”
said Bob Loveland. “Some of the other
neighbors actually lifted the wing of
the plane and helped get the pilot and
the passenger out.”

In fact, Loveland said while neigh-
bors were lifting the wing and attempt-
ing to get the second man out, a fire
ignited.

Luckily, it was then the fire depart-
ment arrived on the scene and took
over.

“It was like something you see on
TV,” said Loveland. “You try to get the
people out and then all of a sudden it
catches fire.”

As of late Saturday, one man was in
critical condition and the other is seri-
ous. Both were treated in the ER,
according to hospital spokeswoman
Sally Pobojewski.

No one on the street was injured,
said Sgt. Ernie Sayer of Canton Police.

Children were playing outside in the
Nottingham Forest subdivision due to
the nice weather. Shapona said it was
amazing that no one on the street was
hurt.
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Crash: A Cessna 150 out of Mettetal Airport crash landed on the front lawn of Ronnie Sebuck’s
Avon Street home. Witnesses said the plane was flying low, tipped to its side and plunged to the
ground.

Reaction: Bob Loveland is one of the neighbors

who lifted a burning wing to rescue a passen-
ger. In the photo at left, neighbor Ronnie
Sebuck (left) hugs Michelle Loveland.

Books only part of the story at today’s library

First-graders from Field Elementary
went on a tour of the Canton Public
Library earlier this month to see what
the library has to offer during the sev-
enth annual First Grade Round Up.

In addition to storytime, a puppet
show and a tour of the library, some of
the youngsters signed up for their very
first library card.

A library card at the Canton Public
Library can do so much more than
check out books.

“If you're eligible for a library card
then you're eligible for a MetroNet
account which gives you free Internet
access,” said library Director Jean
Tabor:

The Canton library has 32 dial-in
lines and provides classes for all age
levels.
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through any Internet service and
includes a Web catalog, which allows
patrons to renew books, make sugges-
tions on books the library should
acquire or find out if a book is in stock.

Canton’s Youth Page has been cho-
sen as School Library Journal Web site
of the month for May. One of its fea-
tures includes a bulletin board of cur-
rent school assignments so that par-
ents can see what homework their kids
have for the week

It offers places to go in Michigan and
other “Hot Topics,” such as the Red
Wings. Youngsters can tour the youth
page with Emma, the department ger-

There's also plenty of other library
information, a Young Adult Web site
and Community site for adults, includ-
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Tour: Canton youth librarian Kathy Kershner leads first-graders
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While many late tax filers were
delaying until the last minute to pay
the State of Michigan on Wednesday,
April 15, Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools finatly got its refund from the
state - to the tune of $5.3 million.

The windfall comes from the Michi-
gan Supreme Court’s mandated settle-
ment in the Durant case. Last year,
the high court ruled in favor of 84
school districts claiming the state owed
them for failing to pay for special edu-
cation and other mandated services
over a 17-year period.

claims it deserved $12 million, the
court settlement paid less than 50

Schools get $5.3 million [ feeng ta ke judicial Tole |
in Durant suit payout

in District court effort

H The settiement repre- )
sents less than 50 cents on Parents many times experience and deliver the sentence, explained
the realization their teenage sons Judge Ron Lowe. *We're hoping to
the m- and daughters listen to their friends deal with youth on a more serious
school m say &. more than the time-tested wisdom of level and intervene in their lives,
actual costs for unreim adults redirect them. Maybe then we won't
Officials at 35th District Court are see them as adults in the system.”
w m education hoping to harness that peer pressure Teen court won't be for everyone
costs MM the last 17 by developing a teen court that even only those youths identified by the
years tually will be judge, jury and “execu probation department as teens who

tioner” for youthful offenders
“After admitting what they've done
upfront, the youth offender will come

will benefit from the program
The court serves five communities
including Canton

cents on the dollar

of their peers will listen to the cir-

rently invested in a high-yield, short- cumatances of the offense, deliberate

term account. » A

to the teen court B ¥ !
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year extensions on the liquor
license, which was ultimately to
expire in June of 1998, said Rick
Perkins of the LCC.

The latest request for an
extension came in February
:‘?ﬁ it was renewed until June

“1999, he added.

FIf it's still a bar or restaurant

-operating under the same
name (Happy Days, Inc.) then
the  license can continue,”

’gank DiDario of Southern

Properties is listed as the holder
of the license under the corpora-

.ﬁf'ld'ﬂtml)ayllnc.ﬂewas
unavailable

v for colmment.
Canton’s township board was
: to vote on a site plan
for Bad Tavern on Tuesday,

but item off the agen-
dnmthanumberofpeople

m F'Og from page Al

'safotof
issues here like the
quality of life in the

to the legal process.’

Terry Bennett
~Canton Township clerk

process,” she said.

The Bad Frog issue first came
up before the planning commis-
sion March 16, when commis-
sioners unanimously recom-
mended a variance from the
required brick facade. The
Louisiana Bayou theme of the
Bad Frog Tavern features a
stained cedar building.

On April 6, the planning com-
mission voted 4-3 on a recom-
mended approval of a site plan
for the 5,520 square-foot-restau-
rant. The township board has
final authority.

Supervisor Tom Yack said the
township is determining whether
it can have another public hear-

from the
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Lisa Kennedy
1245 Canton Center Road

In 1995, the township board rec-
ommended the LCC approve the
liquor license for Happy Days

“We've never been confronted
with a situation where a liquor
license is granted under one con-
cept and then there'’s plans to do
another,” he said.

Birmingham is already home
to one of six planned Bad Frog
Taverns in Michigan.

Perkins said the LCC previ-
ously looked at the Bag Frog
Beer issue when it came up sev-
eral years ago.

The LCC allowed the product
to be sold in Michigan, but with-
out the slogan, “mean, green and
obscene.” Any advertisement
must be approved by the LCC,
he said.

The beer is manufactured in
Minnesota, although the concept
was founded by Jim Wauldron of
Rose City.
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Proposed restaurant: An artist’s rendering of the Bad Frog Tavern planned for

Michigan Avenue.

Geddes to close Tuesday for realignment project

Geddes Road from Canton
Center Road to Sheldon in Can-
ton will be closed to through
traffic beginning Tuesday until
about May 12, according to the
Wayne County Roads Commis-
sion.
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LET'S TALK

Interfaith couples

Fecusing
= Traditions

7-8:30 p.m.

A four-part discussion series for

= Communicatien
< Helldays and Famiiles
Beginning Thursday, May 7
$5 per person
Agency for Jewish Education Building
21550 W. 12 Mile, Southfield
For information/registration call Sue Stettner,

The closure is needed to per-
form intersection improvements
at Geddes and the north end of
the new Canton Center realign-
ment segment, said spokesman
John Roach.

Local access will be available
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at all times. Canton Center and back to Ged-
The detour route is Geddes to des.
Sheldon, to Michigan Avenue, to ¥
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CONDITIONING?
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ATTENTION ALL CUSTOMERS OF PLYMOUTH

The PLYMOUTH VILLAGE EXCHANGE will be open
SATURDAYS ONLY NOW THRU MAY 10th

All Plymouth
Credits have
been
transferred
to the
Westland
Store

PLYMOUTH - 458-8550
950 STARKWEATHER - Oid Village
Sat. Only Thru May 10th

WESTLAND - 421-4343
27417 JOY (at Inkster)
Daily 10-6; Sun. 12-5; Closed Wed.

EEC_SS

| ] 1.800.397.4876

Co-sponsored by

Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit, Agency
for Jewish Education and Jewish Family Service
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Observer Newsroom EfMail

> Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions 10 stories, letters to the editor

or make general comments to any member of our news staff through E-Mail
via the Internet at the following address
newsroom & eonline.com

Homeline: 734-953-2020
» Open houses and new developments in your area

» Free real estate seminar information
» Current maortgage rates

Classiﬁegi After. Hours: 734-591-0900
» Place classified ads at viour convenience
Circulﬁratioprl)epar_tment: 734-591-0500

» If you have a question about home delivery or if you did not receive your
paper, please call one of our customer service
representatives during the following hours
Sunday: 8 a.m - Noon
Thursday: 8:30 am. —7 p.m
Monday. Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
8:30 am. - 530pm

O&E On-Line: 734-591-0903

» You can access On-Line with just
about any communications software
- PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can

* Send and receive unlimited e-mail ?
* Access all features of the Internet - Telnet ‘ |
Gopher, WWW and more |
* Read electronic editions of the the Observer & | f1 /] ~—_|
Eccentric newspapers Ll [
* Chat with users across town or across the F ‘
country o ) — !

» To begin your On-Line exploration, call 734- //

591-0903 with your computer modem. At the
login prompt, type: new. At the password
w,mmmkﬂ At the key prompt, type: 9508
On-Line Hotline: 734.953-2266
» If you need help, call the On-Line Hotline at the number above
Photo Reprints: 734-591-0500

» Order reprints of pictures that have been taken by our sta photographers.
* Provide the publication date, page number, and description of the picture
which must have been published within the past 6 months
* $20.for the frs prin, §7.50 for each additional print paid in adance
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Learning experience

Area Close Up students visit and study Washington, D.C.

Editor’s note: The following
is Salem High School student
Jessie Lobenherz's story about
the annual Close Up trip to
Washington, D.C. She also pho-
tographed her fellow students on
the trip.

BY JESSIE A. LOBENHERZ
SPECIAL WRITER

Malcolm Forbes once said,
“The purpose of education is to
replace an empty mind with an
open one.”

Recently, students from Salem
and Canton high schools had the
opportunity to enhance their
minds and their education when
they spent a week in Washing-
ton, D.C., over their mid-winter
break.

While in Washington, students
were able to see first-hand how
our government works, as well
as meet new people, see new
things, and have new experi-
ences.

Students were given their
first-hand experience of how our
government works on a day
devoted to the exploration of
Capitol Hill, Students could
attend House and Senate com-
mittee meetings, visit the Sen-
ate, the House of Representa-
tives, the Supreme Court and
surrounding buildings, or tour
the Capital.

Students were had a chance to
meet with Michigan Rep. Lynn
Rivers, who represents Ply-
mouth and Canton in the 13th
Congressional District. They
were also given the opportunity
to meet with legislative corre-
spondents to Michigan senators
Carl Levin and Spencer Abra-
ham, as well.

Lynn Rivers posed for pho-
tographs with all of the students,
Spencer Abraham, although he
was unable to speak with the
students as a group, did pose for
photographs with some students
who he met on one of the trolleys
that connect parts of the Capitol.
In addition to meeting with
Michigan's representatives in
Congress, I attended a Senate
committee meeting on foreign
relations, at which the effective-
ness of using unilateral trade
sanctions against Asia was
debated. 1 also visited the Sen-
ate and the House of Represen-
tatives, although only the Senate
was in session

In order to visit either the Sen-
ate or the House of Representa-
fives vou muast have 4 pass
Before you enter either of the
chambers, you must check all of
vour belongings and pass
through metal detectors

At the Senate, Salem Close Up
teacher Bill Boyd kept setting
the metal detector off, and he
was asked to empty his pockets
(which contained close to $10 in
quarters!. Boyd also had to
remove his watch before he could
enter the Senate chamber. After

having passed through the metal
detector three times, and setting
it off each time, Boyd had to be
scanned by a guard with a hand-
held detector, Finally, he was
allowed to enter the Senate,
although it was never deter-
mined what exactly kept setting
the alarm off. This incident is
testament not only to the securi-
ty found at the Capital and all
around Washington, D.C., but
also to the once-in-a lifetime
experiences that can occur on
the trip.

Another great aspect of the
Washington, D.C. trip is all the
new people we were able to
meet. At our hotel, there were
students from Delaware, lowa,
Minnesota, Montana, North Car-
olina, Texas, Washington and, of
course, Michigan. Students
roomed with one person of their
choice from their own school and
two people from another state.
This was a great way to learn
about the differences and simi-
larities between life in Michigan
and life in other states,

My roommates were from Min-
nesota and from them I learned
a lot about their high school and
their lives in Minnesota. 1 also
had the opportunity to meet
interesting people around Wash-
ington, D.C. while standing in
line at McDonald’s at Union Sta-
tion. For example. | talked with
a man from Maryvland who told

me about his job working at a
judge's office. On Capitol Hull
day, | met a reporter from

Malaysia who told me about the
Newseum T Virgimma—also-met
a Senate building miaintenance
worker in the elevator of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building
At the Vietnam Memorial, I
talked with a Vietnam veteran
who was selling merchandise
And, at the National Air and
Space Museum, two friends and
I met some Washington, D.C
residents who told us about the
city. This short list does not

include all of the people I met
throughout the city, or all of the
othér students from the different
areas of the country who were on
the trip and stayed at the same
hotel.

In Washington, D.C., there
were also many places to visit,
and during the week spent in the
city, the Close Up students visit-
ed almost all of them. There
were museums, such as the
United States Holocaust Memor-
ial Museum, the National Air
and Space Museum, the Newse-
um, and the National Museum of
American History. There were
memorials, such as the Malcolm
X Memorial, the Jefferson
Memonal, the Lincoln Memorial,
the Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Memorial, the Vietnam War
Memorial, the Korean War
Memorial and the Iwo Jima
Memorial. There were other
attractions such as Arlington
National Cemetery, the Wash-
ington Monument and the White
House.

Students visited many restau-
rants, such as the Hard Rock
Cafe and Planet Hollywood. In
their workshops or assigned
groups, students also visited
neighborhoods, such as Shaw
and Adams Morgan

In the neighborhood Adams
Morgan, [ ate at an Ethiopian
restaurant for the first time and
discovered that you don't get sil-
verware Instead, you use
sponge-like bread to eat your
food. Also, everyone's meal is
served on one giant plate, and
you serve yourself from this
plate

The Washington, D.C. trip was
full of once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ences. All of the students had
the opportunity to attend a per-
formance of the humorous musi-
cal group “Capitol Steps.” Stu-
dents on bus three (workshops
five and six) visited the Taipei
Economic and Cultural represen-
tative in the United States and
received an 834-page 1997 “The
Republic of China Yearbook™ and
a soda pop. At the Capitol, I and
other workshop students saw
President Pro Tempore Strom
Thurmond. Students and teach-
ers watched two male students
sing “Heaven” at the Close Up
banquet talent show

The Washington, D.C.. Close
Up trip was an excellent-oppor
tunity for all involved. It was
truly a worthwhile experience
Students were taught to open
their minds to new people. new.
places, new experiences and new
ideas. Only by opening one’s
mind can one realize ane's full
potential. With an open mind
one can determine what needs to
be changed and then work for
that change, which is what our
country and our democratic gov
ernment is founded on. Working
together with our minds open,
we can keep democracy alive in
the Umted States

Visiting: Jessie Lobenherz (left), accompanied by Close Up teacher Al Sudia, meets
with US. Rep. Lynn Rivers, D-Ann Arbor, during the Washington, D.C., trip

Angela Hospice sets open house for April 26 Lk

Angela Hospice ("are Center in
Livonia will host an open house

noon-5p. m Sunday, April 26

,,,,,qﬁmwum gave the  Angela

community an opportunity to
tour the facility and obtain infor

mation about the many caregiv
ing services Angela Hospice pro
vides

» staff members
and volunteers will be on hand
to dhawer questions and give

tours of the Care Center, and

refreshments will be served

Call Angela Hospice at 14
464 7810 for more information.

The gang: Close Up students take a breather on the steps of the U.S. Capitol. From -
left to right are: (front row) Rachel Brown, Mandy Ryan; (second row) Liz Kraydich,
Robin Beaudry, Jessie Lobenherz, teacher Bill Bovd, Peter Hoskins; and (back row)
Sarah Huth, Lisa Jasnowski.

|

Jacobson's

Birmingham + (248) 644-6900 Livora  (T34) 501-7696  Rochester + (248) 651 -6000

SHOPPING HOURS » MON-SAT 10-9 « OPEN SUN AT NOON
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Teen offenders ;.. ...
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that could go to teen court,” said
Tara VanValkenburgh, a court
probation officer. ey could
range from curfew violations,
assault and battery, as well as
possession of marijuana and

alcohol.”

Peer respect

And, like it or not, while teens
many times won’t listen to
adults, they usually respect their
peers.

“I've seen two different teen
court programs, and teens tend
to be harsher and more critical of
their peers,” said VanValken-
burgh. “What they are saying is
that even as your peer, we don't
think your behavior is accept-
able.

“Most times other kids know
what sentence would be effective
to them at their level,” said Van-
Valkenburgh. “One thing we
might think is effective may be
very different to what teens
know is effective.”

Lowe concurs.

“Teen jurors are more likely to
hand out harsher sentences,” he
said. “They tend to see through
the defendants more than adults
might. They know what’s real in
their world. It’s not that adult
thing coming down on me, it's
my peers telling me my behavior
is unacceptable.”

The Plymouth court received a
grant from the American Proba-
tion and Parole Association,

-able. We want to educate youth on the legal and

judicial system, as weil as deveiop skilis they'H
use the rest of their lives.’

Tracy Godwin

-American Probation and Parole Association

which sent a representative this
past week to help with planning.

While teen courts have been in
existence for more than 20 years,
the program is still in the devel-
opmental stage, despite number-
ing 450 teen courts in 43 states.

“We want to hold youthful
offenders accountable,” said
Tracy Godwin, the organization’s
project manager. “We want to
educate youth on the legal and
judicial system, as well as devel-
op skills they’ll use the rest of
their lives.”. ~

Lowe is a believer in educating
the public about the judicial sys-
tem.

“We'll expose youth that nor-
mally would never see the inside
of a courtroom to what goes on,”
Lowe said. “Hopefully they'll
gain an understanding and
appreciation of what happens in
the juvenile justice system ...
about how some of the crimes
they might consider trivial at the
high school really affect the com-
munity.”

Lowe says since the defendant,

in teen court, has already admit-
ted to committing an offense, a
sentence is a foregone conclu-
sion.

“There will be some kinds of
guidelines established for a min-
imum and maximum sentence,”

id Lowe. “The teen jurors will
pick among a number of sentenc-
ing options, the same ones the
judges do. We'll have to accept
what the jury comes back with,
just like we do at the adult
level.”

Looking for jurors

Lowe and VanValkenburgh
hope to have the teen court oper-
ating on a regular basis by mid-
October. They'll be looking to
Plymouth Canton, Plymouth
Salem and Northville high
schools for jurors.

“We probably will start by
training youths in elective law
classes at the schools,” said
Lowe. “Then, we may expand it
to include volunteers. And,
we're looking at some of the
defendants to be trained and

moved into other roles.”

Lowe says the teen court will
start by training jurors, and
eventually Till other positions
found in a courtroom ... includ-
ing judges.

“At that point, Judge (John)
MacDonald and I will be here to
lend a decorum to the proceed-
ings, to make sure the teens
understand these are real lives
and real sentences being handed
out,” added Lowe.

While teens will be the focus of
this new court, parents will have
to participate, too.

“The parents are required to
be present with their child in
teen court and be available for
questioning by the jurors,” said
VanValkenburgh. “Parents will
be asked questions about what
they've done at home. It puts
them into being accountable, just
like the kids.”

Lowe strongly believes the
teen court will be successful in
35th District Court.

“Many people may judge teen
court on the recidivism rate, if a
kids shows back up in court,”
said Lowe. “However, the more
important figure will be to look
at how many teens come into
this system ... who have a back-
ground in gangs, drugs or are on
the fringe ... and because of their
involvement in this program
redirect their lives.

“Those who redirect, as com-
pared to not repeating, are the
real success stories.”

Ready for disposition: Tara Van Valkenburgh, a proba-
tion officer for 35th District Court, interviews a teen
who is about to face the judge.

Hamtramck 313-875-2000

St. Clair Shores 810-777
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Dlplmlatel. Ameﬂcln Board of Obstetrics and Cynecology

Fellow, International College of Surgeons
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OBSTETRICS, GYNECOLOGY AND GYNECOLOGICAL SURGERY
SERVICING ALL YOUR OBSTETRICAL NEEDS

Diabetes

Education

Celebrate spring at Saint Joe's free
community program for individuals with
diabetes and their families.

Saturday, May 2, 1998 [0 am. -5 p.m.

St” Joseph Mercy Hospital Education Center Ann Arbor

BOOks from Al

ing a history page that has infor-
mation on the presidents of the
United States (POTUS}, a Uni-
versity of Michigan connection

There are several sites that
users can only get if they have a
MetroNet account through Can-
ton’s library. The library con-
tracts through various venders,
such as Encyclopedia American
Electric Library and Search
Bank, which is a way to search
every magazine possible, includ-
ing articles from Time and
Newsweek.

The library currently has
3,000 MetroNet accounts.
MetroNet is shared with eight
communities. Ugers are allowed
only two hours free from 7 a.m
to 11 p.m., but unlimited access
after 11 p.m. A family can have
an account for each person who
has a library card.

——Anyone-who deesn't have a8——

clue about what they just read
can sign up for Internet classes
through Canton Public Library
Classes include: brief introduc-
tion, Beyond Basics Series,
Cyber Kids, Internet Informa-
tion for Young Adults and Inter-

net Information for Older
Adults.
The library recently was

awarded a grant to offer classes
at three senior centers: Summit
on the Park, Canton Place
Carnage Park/Waltonwood

and

Day

Speakers

|1 am. Laughter is the Best Medicine, Christeen Holdwick, R
3pm A Physician's Perspective on Diabetes, Jeffrey Sanfield, M

Preserted by

,P,"g,@',,ﬁ”d samples will be provided, but not o complete meg

Food Exhibits
Cooking Demo
Health Risk Apprarsa
Eye Exams

Foot Exams
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Certer for Diabetes Education and Management
Saint joseph Mercy Health System
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She blazed a trail for women at UAW headquarters

Though some might call UAW
Vice President Carolyn Forrest's
rise to power groundbreaking,
particularly for women, she
prefers to say she broke some-
thing colder - and harder
her climb up.

“I think I broke the ice,” For-
rest said. As the UAW’s first
female negotiator in 1967, she
spent’her first six months in a
probationary period.

“No woman had ever done it,
so | had to go on trial to do it.”
she said. “Everyone told me |
couldn’t do it because it was a
man's job.”

Forrest, 65, is retiring from
the UAW in June after serving
as vice president for six years,
Her duties include heading the
UAW's Competitive Shop
Department, the Women's, Con-
sumers Affairs and Conservation
departments and family auxil-
iaries.

Having to “prove” herself wor-
thy of the job made her work
harder for it than if she were
male, she believes. Over the
years, she has continued' to
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maintain her commitment to her
job - that usually requires week-
end hours - and to the people she
Serves,

“I enjoy bemg in a poﬁmon of
helping people,” Forrest said.

Her probation period in 1967 .

80 impressed her superiors that
she continued rising through the
union ranks for the next 21
years. As a vice president, she is
third in command at one of the
world’s largest labor unions. Her
Detroit office overlooks the
Detroit River

Nowadays, women are just as
active in the UAW and other
labor unions as men are - and
are no longer required to spend
six months proving themselves,
according to Forrest.

She has received numerous
awards through the years and is
active in several community
endeavors. She is a lifetime
member of the NAACP and sits
on the United Way of Southeast
Michigan’s board of directors
and chairs its labor participation
committee, She was a founding
member of the Coalition of Labor
Union Women.

She also chairs several intra-
corporation councils and is
responsible for negotiations and
grievance handling with corpo-
rations that have multi-plant
agreements.

Forrest caught the labor bug

Trailblazer: Carolyn Forrest, the UAW’s first female
negotiator, will retire from her vice president’s position
in June. Her office at Solidarity House on East Jeffer-
son in Detroit overlooks the Detroit River.

in 1957, when she heard then-
UAW President Walter Reuther
speak at the J.R. Winter Facto-
ry, the Southfield factory in
which she worked. At the time,
the UAW was attempting to
organize the factory’s workers
Forrest was a tough customer,
but was eventually won over by
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and graduate programs

Campus-wide

Saturday, April 25, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sunday, April 26, Noon-5p.m.

‘ www.itu.edu
Day and evening associate, baccalaureate,

Hundreds of special
displays and demonstrations
by students in architecture
and design, arts and
sciences, engineering,
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technology; campus tours;
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aid information; much more!
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Reuther’s impassioned-speech.

“By the time he was done talk-
ing I thought 1 could organize
the world,” she said. “He made
you really believe in what the
organization stood for.”

Saying good-bye to a way of
life she has known for more than
40 years won't be easy, but she's
going to force herself to wind
down — if only for a few months

¢ Age: 65

* Occupation: Vice president of
UAW six years, active in union
more than 40 years.

* Residency: West Bioomfield, six
years. Formerly lived in Livonia
and Westiand.

* Family: Three grown children,
two grandchildren

+ Education: high school diploma,
additienal coursework in
econbmics, labor relations and
other related issues.

Career highlights

Oct. 19986 to present: Serving as
vice-president of UAW until
retirement in June

March 1996: Appointed 1o the
Economic Development
Corporation of Wayne County
Aug. 1993 to July 1998: Served
as member of the advisory board
of the Lean Aircraft Initiative
May 1993: Appointed by
President Bill Clinton to the
President’s Commission on White

| House Fellow ships

1992: Elected vice-president of
the UAW

19863 to 1992: Served as
administrative assistant 1o UAW
President Owen Bieber

1977 to 1983: Worked as
administrative assistant to UAW
President Douglas Fraser

1967 to 1977 Appointed by UAW
President Waiter Reuther to staff
of UAW Region 1E (Detroit's
southwest suburbs), now Region
1A. She also worked as a
negotiator for techmical, office
and professional employees at the
University of Michigan and
Eastern Michigan University
during this period

1989: Elected secretary-treasurer
of her local union and served
many plants in UAW local 408
(now L57}. She was |ater elected
union steward

1987: Joined UAW Local 408 at
the J.R. Winter Company, formerty
in Southfieid

“I've worked all my life. 1
would really like to have a few
months with no commitments
I've never had that.”

Joining Forrest in her relax
ation could be her grandchil-
dren, Carolyn and Michael May-
field of Belleville, with whom
she hopes to travel

“They're just the best little
travelers that you ever saw.”

Forrest said

After she's done relaxing, she
might join the labor world again
— though in a more low-key
capacity

“I think down the road, |
would enjoy doing some part-
time work in a labor manage-
ment field of some kind.” Forrest

said

Area agencies need foster families

Two area foster-care agen-
cies are looking for people will-
ing to open their hearts and
homes to children,

Youth Living Centers in
Inkster needs foster parents
who can provide a safe haven
for children who deserve a
chance in life

“The biggest reward in fos-
ter parenting is making a dif-
ference in the life of a child,”

said Noreen Green, supervisor
for licensing and placement of
children.

The center is scheduling an
orientation and overview of its
Foster Care Program at 6:30-
9:30 p.m.Tuesday. Youth Liv-
ing Centers 1s located at 30000
Hively between Cherry Hill
and Michigan Ave. (off Middle-
belt) in Inkster

For additional information,

contact Green at (313
3400, ext. 141

Wayne Center, a non-profit
foster-care agency located in
Livonia, needs foster parents
to care for children with devel-
opmental disabilities. For addi-
tional information, contact
April Shakoor or Julie Kirby at
(734)425-T188
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