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Pilot injured: A pilot was injured
in a plane crash in Plymouth
Township Saturday. He was on
his way to Mettetal Airport. /2A
Merry voices: Hoben Elementary
students provide Carriage Park
seniors with holiday cheer. /2A
Newly hired: Pt_ymouth-Canton
school officials hired a new athlet-
ic coordinator who will start his
duties in January. /7C

Making rank: Canton teens
achieve their Eagle Scout rank.
/7C

Plans: [t's time for a developer

~ who plans to build a supermarket
at Cherry Hill and Lilley to listen
to his new neighbors. /10A

‘COMMUNITY LIFE

Good deed: Christmas will be a
special one for the Thomas Kessler
Kx)r(:lily and their dog, Muffy.
Thanks to a Good g maritan,
Muffy will be home to see her or-
nament hung on the family tree.
/13A :

Diabetes care: A new specialty
provider is finding a niche in the
medical field by enhancing service
to clients. /SAA

On the Web: Internet offers ac-
cess to information on Bosnia. /
SAA

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Movies: Find out what’s prem-
iering on local screens between
Dec. 21 and 25. /1B

SPORTS

A Canton surprise: Plymouth
Salem was, and still will be, the
team to beat in swimming durin
the WLAA season, but Plymou
Canton had its moment of glory
last Saturday when the Chiefs col-
lected the title at the WLAA Re-
lays. /AC

Best of the bunch: Salem’s Eric
Coburn was named the MVP of
last Saturday’s Salem 8-Team
Tournament after he beat a pair of
high-ranked wrestlers en route to
l;:c weight division championship.
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so, Superintendent
pushing for further

By M.B. DILLON

STArY WRITER

MEAP scores took a leap in Plym-

outh-Canton Community Schools

this year, and that has administra-

tors, teachers and school board mem

bers amiling. :
Fourth- and seventh-graders took

Michigan Educational Assessment Program
scores have generally improved this year, and it’s
notmrprhlnﬂhntodmwumphnd. Even

Charles Little and others are
improvement.

the Michigan Educational Program
Assessment Program test in math
and reading in October. The percent-
age of fourth-graders who scored in
the top “sstisfactory” category rose
from 47.7 to 58,2 percent in reading.
In math, the percentage increased
from 65.3 percent to 72.7 percent.’

Among seventh-graders, the. per-
centage of students in the satisfactory
category rose from 52.3 percent to 54.2
percent. In math, the number
dropped slightly, from 71.8 percent to
70.6 percent.

The other two categories are mod-
erate and low.

“Our satisfactory percentages seem
to be going up, and our low percen-
tages going down,” said Dave
Rodwell, the district’s director of re-
search and technology. “It speaks to
the idea of continuous improvement.”

At all 14 of the district’s elementa-
ry schools, fourth-grade. reading

. o SEVENTY.FIVE CENTS
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MEAP leap pleases educators

scores improved. At 10 of the 14
buildings, math scores went up.

At the middle school level, seventh-
graders improved in reading at three
of five schools. In math, seventh-
graders improved their scores at two
of the five buildings.

While fewer seventh-graders scored
in the satisfactory range than did
fourth-graders, the seventh-graders
are improving as a class, said Super-
intendent Charles Little.

“If you look back to where they
were in fourth grede, there are big

Soe MEAP, 3A
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Baskets

for gifts |

By RALPH R. ECHTINAW
STAYY WRITER

Canton seniors are agitsting be-
cause township officials have cut the
hours of the senior program'’s assist-
ant coordinator, Patricia Tanski.

In fact, 178 individuals, virtualy
every senior associated with the cen-
ter, have signed & petition to main-
tain Tanski's hours. The petition was
delivered by Flo Lorimer and Juanita
Gurley to Canton Township Supervi-
sor Tom Yack Nov. 8.

The seniors wouldn't do this for
just anyone, said Katherine Schultz.
“1 think it's the way (Tanski) handles
us. She doesn’t treat us like we're
children. She knows you're a person,
and she’ll help you. Bhe never turns
you down. She is a_terrific lady. We
reglly need her.”

Canton Township Administrative

BY JOANNE WHKI
v Lo B ECHTinAW
BTAary WiuTERS
Former Canton Treasurer Gerald
Brown was remembered by colleagues
Monday for his heart-felt interest in
community,
& very nice human being,”
Supervisor Jim Poole,

“He never
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B ‘Pat Is very well-liked, and she Is very good to peo-
ple. We all felt that Pat was needed.’

Judy Bond

senior

Services Director Dan Durack said
the petition changes nothing. Tan-
ski's hours will remain part-time.
Township officials believe that
much of the work Tanski performed
as a full-timer was clerical in nature
and can be handled by others once
the Senior Center moves from its off-
ice on Sheldoti and Michigan Avenue
to the Summit. Therefore, they con-
cluded, Tanski's services would no
longer be needed for 40 hours per

week.
The job that Tanski fills has al-
ways been designated part time, but

Tanski has worked 40 hours a week
since she was hired in 1989,

Summit on the Park Manager De-
bra Bilbrey-Honsowetz said that cut-
ting Tanski's hours “was an adminis-
trative decision” not attributable to
any one person. “Pat was always
technically & part-time employee.”

“(Tanski) is a very valued, good
employee,” Durack said. “We're hap-
py to have her, and we hope she con-
tinues. (But) as a part-time employee
she’s not supposed to be working full-
time hotrs.”

Schultz believes the township offi-

8 ‘I think he was really a caring person. He al-
\vmlllvntlow\vummmuto

do.'
Elaine Kirchgatter
when Brown left in 1991.92. about life and himsell. He had inter
“1 think he was really a caring per- esting experiences to relate from his
son. He did what he work days st General Motors, Kelsey-
m&o?tﬂquu" r- Hmudulnndam.l
chgatter “At board meetings he  enjoyed talking with him. He will be
MCMM' missed by those of us who were his
Don Rigato, newly appointed as friends.”

Mw.md-m‘o Added Yack: “Cerry was a real
secretary, “He was & nice man, & compessionate individual and quietly
M-,lhuhhlm contributed to some charities and
problems when he was in " Ri- took care of needs in the community

gate sald, “He was quits » that people never read about.”
uﬁb’.ﬂ&umwm Poole said that he and Brown occs-
of his life, sionally spoke after both left office.
Brown and his wife, Joan, have two “He ecalled me oncs In awhile. He
mu&wn& would stop by and tell me when he
dos Gury v b Ceon o s e s v i i

tor

Canton Chief Financial W Brown would heve turned 65 on
John Spencer recalled Brown™ with MY&.W&M-
tnass, ] et M et In 1000 = 5 in the U8, Alr
he Brown his mentor. “He M&-ﬁhtu&ﬂu
was an astute followsr of investment He sarned & bachelor of science de-
mﬁ“ govern-  gree from W State University
ment in which the town- and s in education from

1‘, o e mmw‘-ﬂv
great sense of humor Tuesday st the Schrader-Howsll Fu-

Cut in staffer’s hours irks local seniors

cials should have cut elsewhere.

“There are a lot of things they could
take away without hitting somebody’s
job," she said.

Lorimer said the petition was taken
up not just for Tanaki, but for Senior
Coordinator Dianne iNeihengen, oo,
“We felt these two are busy ladies.
and are really needed full time,” she,
said.

Senior Judy Bond said, “Pat is very
well liked, and she is very good to
people. We all felt that Pat was need-
od.”

Schultz figures that Yack is to
blame. ““I don't know sbout Mr.

Yack,” she said. “If the weather
wasn't so bad, I'd go picket his
house.”

Senior Jim Bradley, Schultz said,
suggested putting a “for sale by sen-
jor citizens” sign on Yack's lawn.

Former Canton treasurer touched many lives
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Seniors
savor
pupils’
carols

Show-stoppers from Hoben El
ementary School brought smiles
to the faces of residents at the
| Carriage Park Senior Apartments
recently

First -, and third
graders, accompanied by teacher
Sharon Belobraidich on the pi-
ano, sang carcls and shared cook
ies with their new friends.

They were joined by Santa
Claus himself, who joined the fes
tivities, harmonizing and bearing
gifts

The Carriage Park residents
were impressed to learn the stu
dents baked the Christmas cook
{es themselves

Carriage Park is behind Meijer
at 2250 N. Canton Center Road

second-

STary PHOTOS BY BiLL BRESLER

Young carolers: Students from Hoben Elementary School
brought holiday cheer to senior citizens at Carriage Park
Senior Apartments, caroling along with Santa.

Enjoying a
song: (From
left) Alice
Schafer,
Mary Hill,
Marie
Keltcher and
Jane Bork
are regaled
by perform-
ers from
Hoben Ele-
mentary
School.

Plane crashes; pilot injured

By KEVIN BROWN
STAry WRITER

A two-seat aircraft crashed Sat-
urday in a Plymouth Township
storage yard, sending ita pilot to
the hospital for treatment of inju-
ries.

Police said a man who pulled
the pilot from under the burning
plane may have saved his life.

There were no passengers in the
aircraft and no other injuries re-
ported in the incident.

A St. Mary Hospital spokes-
woman said the pilot, Frank Bi-
tonti, 65, of Detroit, was in stable
condition on Tuesday at the Livo-
nia hospital.

The crash was reported to po-
lice at 10:34 a.m. The pilot told
police his Whitman W-8 aircraft
was having engine trouble, and he

-,.uyiuwmmmum

Airport.

Instead, the aircraft, which was
made from a kit, crashed into a
trailer at the A & D Storage Yard
at 41980 Ann Arbor Road, just
east of the Plymouth Township
Police Department.

Plymouth Township Police Sgt.
Steve Rapson said the aircraft de-
stroyed the trailer, which after
impact with the aircraft struck a
boat, which struck a second boat,
which struck a second trailer. Po-
lice estimated property damage
from the crash at $10,000.

Police said a worker at & busi-
ness next door to the storage yard,
Steven Powell of Best Trucking,
may have saved the pilot’s life.
Powell pulled the pilot from un-
der the aircraft as it burned.

Powell said that on Saturday

morning, a co-worker came run-
ning from the back of the building
“and said a plane had crashed
next door; my boss called 811..

“We ran over and jumped the -

fence. He was laying under the
wing; he was thrown out,” Powell
said, adding the aircraft was on
fire. “The majority of the fire was
coming from the the cab and right
wing,” he said.

Plymouth Township Police
Chief Carl Berry said the fire was
caused by the gas tank rupturing
in the crash. "It spread to the en-
gine, which was hot; that proba-
bly ignited it,” Berry said.

The crash is being investigated
by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. Berry said township po-
lice will not investigate the crash
further.

McDonald’s planning for a play area

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFY WRITER

The owner of the McDonald's
on Ford Road wants to build a
play room on the front of the ex-
isting restaurant.

Canton planning commission-
ers Dec. 4 recommended approval
of a site plan for the addition to
the front of the building that will
remove some parking spaces at
the restaurant.

children. A new McDonald’s
planned for Michigan Avenue
also will feature a playplace.

Recommended approval came
with a contingency that architects
change the color in some areas of
the predominately white brick
building highlighted with blue
and red.

“Right now I don't think the
building has, for a better word,
dignity,”” said commissioner

ing the letter ‘M.' “Everyone
knows it's McDonald's.”
McDonalds’ architects also
were asked to consider building a
brick garden wall similar to one in
front of New Towne Plaza —
McDonald's site in front of it —
and in the Downtown Develop-
ment District along Ford Road,
Sheldon to Morton Taylor roads.
“Would it be possible to incor-
porate some of that in your
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Newspaperman stresses
compassion, accuracy

Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers owner Phil Power drew a
laugh at the Canton Economic
Club Wednesday when he de-
scribed himself as “just a simple
country newspaper man,” but in
making fun of himself Power
summed up the philosophy of
most small papers.

“We regard ourselves as both
accurate journalists and caring
citizens of the communities where
we both work and live,” he said.
“It’s often hard to have both feel-
ings at once, but in the end it
makes for fairer and more accu-
rate journalism because it consid-
ers the consequences of a news
story to the community and to the
people involved.”

Judge John MacDonald of the
35th District Court said Power’s
speech “was well-presented, and 1
think (the Observer Newspapers)
have done a good job as home-
town newspapers. They cover the
courts well.”

Canton Township Chief Finan-
cial Officer John Spencer agreed.
“lI was very impressed by his

speech, impressed with the ap-
proach O&E has toward covering
local events and local communi-
ties,” Spencer said.

Canton Historical Society
member Virginia Parker said, “I
very much like the approach to re-
sponsible journalism in Subur-
ban Communications as opposed
to the larger, more impersonal
newspapers. | appreciate the at-
tention they have peid to the his-
torical aspect of the community.”

“Hometown journalism,” Pow-
er said, is what the Observer prac-
tices, as opposed to “vulture jour-
nalism,” which one finds in big
city newspapers and TV news.

“Here’s how vulture journalism
works,” Power said. “You find a
disaster, scandal, scam, uproar, or
ruckus. Swoop in to write/film the
story, looking always for the odd-
ball or the sensational. Get the
story run/aired (and) swoop out,
having fed off some person or
event to the benefit of your own
medium and your own reputa-
tion.”

Although all newspapers, Pow-

er said, strive to be accurate, fair
and objective, hometown newspa-
pers distinguish themselves from
the rest because their fortunes are
linked to the fortunes of the com-
munity.

“Our relationship with people
in town is that of a face-to-face
society instead of that of
strangers,” he said, adding that
“the health and prosperity of the
Canton Observer is inextricably
intertwined with the health and
prosperity of the Canton commu-
nity. If Canton Township falls
apart, it's likely that the Canton
Observer won't be prosperous.

“It is this sense of caring and
having our interests in line with
the community that separates
hometown journalism from wul-
ture journalism,” he said.

Power called attention to a re-
cent story about the Nov. 18
death of Canton teen-ager Judy
Rosin at the hands of an alleged
drunken driver.

“A few days after the story
appeared, friends of (Rosin's)
family called me and asked to

Powerful stuff: Phil Power, owner of the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, chats with
Mary and George Bradley, who won Red Wings hockey tickets in a drawing at the

7

Canton Economic Club’s meeting Wednesday.

have (the editor and reporter) call
them,” wrote Observer Managing
Editor Susan Rosiek in a memo
to Power. “The friends said they
wanted to thank both writers for
the way they handled the story.”

Said Power: “That seems to be

the fundamental effect of the dis-
tinction between community jour-
nalism and vulture journalism.

“As a suburban mayor once

Tosm HAWLEY /STAPY PHOTOGRAPHER

said about reporters from the
downtown daily newspaper, ‘The

only time we see those bastards

sut here is when there's blood in
the streets.””

8465 Lilley Rd.
Canton

(Across from the Alrport)
(313) 451-5577

-
Avallable in three colors: 100% Washable Cotton

Cranberry Red 50”x65" Loom Woven -
Navy Blue *
‘ $52.00 =

Hunter Green
Open M-Th 10-6, Fri 10-7:30, Sat 10-5, Sun 11-6

3

For First Time Clients $%.

UTS - 2 for the price of 1 ¥
2 CUTS for 2 PEOPLE

2 CUTS for 1 PERSON
Coll for Details...(313)451-0855

INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS

.

A ; m-
¥ ‘
” m

896 N. Mill Street » Old Vilage « Plymc

- "

LAUREL PARK PLACE
6 Miile & 1-275 » Livonia

during the following hours

and Saturday:

Cost: §5.95.
sales. Cost: $5.9%

Cost: $5.95

more

1
5

Item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts, rummage

* Read elecironic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric newspa-

» Chat with users across town or across the country.,
To begin your On-Line exploration. call 313- $91-0903 with your

@ 1f you need help or have questions, call the On-Line Hotline at the

8 If you have a question about home delivery or if you did not receive
your paper, please call one of our customer service representatives

Monday and Thursday: 8a.m — 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 8:30 a.m. — 5:30 p.m

® You can use a MasterCard or Visa to access the following information
from our classified ads. This service is available by noon Wednesday

Item No. 9402: Looking for a place 10 rent or someone to share an
apariment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds

Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, airplanes, el

Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of automo-
* biles. Cost: $39.95

8 You can access On-Line with just about any communications soft-
ware—PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:
« Send and receive unlimited email.

* Access all features ol the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW and

i |

;

@13 464-3555

MEAP from page 1A

THE CANTON OBSERVER

-

gains with the class,” he said.

Little doesn’t consider the dis-
trict's work finished, however.
“There is no space to fall through
the cracks. Everyone has to pass
this and be proficient. We
shouldn’t rest until everyone is at
these (satisfactory) levels.”

District officials received the
scores two weeks ago, and haven't
had time to analyze the numbers.
But they did take note of the sev-
enth-grade reading scores, which
they'd like to see improve.
They're suggesting that parents
consider books as gifts for chil-
dren this holiday season.

“In middle schools, sometimes
kids do less reading,” said direc-
tor of instruction Tom Tattan.
“As kids get older, there are more

things to pull them away — TV,
computer games and other inter-
ests. Kids aren’t reading biogra-
phies and non-fiction. It's no
wonder scores are going down.

“If adults aren’t modeling that
reading is a part of living, how can
we expect kids to learn?” he
asked. “The worst thing that
could happen is for just teachers
to be sending the message about
reading.”

Agreed Rodwell: “The way to
gain in-depth knowledge is to
read. It's probably not going to
come off a CD or the Internet.”

School board members examin-
ing the scores had a few questions
for administration at their meet-
ing Monday night.

“I notice that in the elementar-
ies, scores are fairly widespread.

School crossing guard

Bill Thomas was named the
Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation's “Extra Miler” recently.

A crossing guard at Allen Ele-
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Is that something we are going to
look at?" Trustee Susan Davis
wants to know why there were
dramatic increases at some
schools and slight decreases at
others.

Trustee Mike Maloney said the
improved scores “are a real trib-
ute to our staff.” He also suggest-
ed providing “some way for staff
to learn from each other” about
methods that work in the class-
room.

Tattan said that is already
being done. The addition of in-
structional materials and the re-
duction of class size “has had an
impact on what teachers can do,”
he added.

Further analysis of the MEAP
results will follow in February af-
ter statewide scores are in.

honored

sulted in a better traffic flow as
well as a less stressful arrival
departure from school daily.
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Shirt shifter

No comment: FBI Agent Matthew Iskrzycki worked Tuesday at Shurgard Storage
to load counterfeit Ralph Lauren Polo shirts into a truck so they could be taken to
the Ford Rouge Plant to be burned. Iskrzycki declin
FBI policy forbids it. Shurgard Manager Jamie Burke, who believes the shirts

should be donated to charity, said, “Their policy sucks. I told him that when he
came in here. That'’s a bunch of crap.”

ed to comment, saying that

Biri. BRESLER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

BﬂSkets from page 1A

store,” she said. “I worked there
three vears. The schedule wasn’t
as flexible as [ wanted in retire-
ment years.''

Now with the assistance of her
husband Larry, Strauch runs At
Your Service Gift Baskets from
her home.

Much of her business comes by
word of mouth, said Strauch,

along with work for a Realtor as-
sociation and a display booth at
Craftique Mall in Farmington.
She has a portfolio showing dif-
ferent baskets that start at about

Thousands of clip-art images. stock photography,
wnts snd special pagers svailable
** *Protect Your investment* * *
Wil backug your sywtee o fiee and sore them off-cite
No job too small - Call for a estimate

213) 453-8597 or 1313: 416-8433
k 40519 Micol Ave * Plymogth 48170 J

Furniture Repair!
Guardsman WoodPro® the experts

Our statistics show that mature dri-
vers and home owners have fewer and
less costly losses than other age
groups. So it's only fair 0 charge you
less for your insurance. insure your
home and car with us and save even
more with our special multi-policy

WESTLAND, M! 48185
313-721-7200

LA Home Car Tuaress
Tha Mo Bobloom Rask®

$25 and small gift bags in the $15-
30 range.

“A lot of people want to know
exactly what goes into the basket
but it's best if they order like they
would from a florist,” Strauch
said. “Give me the dollar amount
and let me pick. Doing the bas-
kets, you need nice products and
you need skills placing them in
the space [ike a floral designer.”

Strauch took design classes at
Schoolcraft College as well as a
small business class with her
husband at Wayne State Univer-
sity.

The contents in the basket can
include fruits, gourmet cookies,
coffees, teas, chocolates and other
candies and sparkling waters. For
get well baskets, Strauch might
include some magazines or puz-
zles.

To get ideas about new prod-

ucts for her: baskets, Strauch
looks at magazines, catalogs and
upscale stores. Husband Larry, a
retired General Motors toolmaker,
is the official taste tester.

“There is nothing I sell that
jsn't good quality. I put the bas-
kets together like they are from
me, even though they're not,” she
said. “It’s something that I'd send
to my friends.”

Everything in the baskets is
guaranteed to be fresh, Strauch
said. Less fresh items don’t go to
waste — Strauch donates the
foods to area seniors,

The couple also handles deliv-
ery of the gift baskets in the local
area and uses United Parcel Ser-
vices for longer distances.

One-day notice is needed for
most gift baskets. At Your Service
Gift Baskets can be reached at
454-1309.
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Bumps, bruises, breaks or a
bad bug on Christmas Day?...
Visit Canton Urgent Care. $

Canton Urgent Care

will be open Dec. 25,

8 AM - 10 PM
St. Joseph Mercy
Health Building
42180 Ford Road

981-6644

Plymouth Urgent Care will close at 3 PM
December 24 and all day December 25.

Have a safe and happy holiday season.

Mlsglon'fﬂzu'rn

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann Arbor
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Health officials deny clinic-closing talk

BY BETH SUNDRLA JACHMAN
STAFY WRITER

Some local residents have
heard that Wayne County’s pedi-
atric health centers are going to
f:lou; but county officials say that
isn’t true.

The two clinics, located in Ink-
ster and Taylor, serve about 1,800
pediatric patients a year, accord-
ing to Gary Sirotti, acting deputy
of the Department of Health and
Community Services.

The parents of those patients
are being surveyed, Sirotti said.
He said he has received calls from
people concerned about the clin-
ics closing.

“We're surveying where we are
at. We're not closing any clinics,”
he said.

“We're not going to cut off chil-
dren from services. That's not our
policy,” Sirotti said. He said the
surveys will continue for the next
five or six months.

Weapons

Capitol capsules:

State representatives voted 74-
31 to close what abortion foes call
“a loophole in Michigan's voter-
approved ban on Medicaid-fund-
ed abortions.”

* They approved House Bill 5458
to block clinics from sidestepping
the ban by billing most of the cost
of abortions to “family planning.”

“This bill prevents doctors
from seeking or accepting reim-
bursement for an abortion know-
ing that public funds will be
used,” said sponsor Michelle
McManus, R-Lake Leelanau.

McManus said clinics deceive
the state by charging Medicaid re-
cipients only $50 for the abortion
and loading part of the cost as re-
lated services, such as family
planning.

Opponent David Gubow, D-
Huntington Woods, called the bill

Rose Allen, a Westland resi-
dent who has heard rumors from
her friends that the clinics will
close, takes her three children to
the Inkster clinic. She says she’s
been going there for about .two
years,

She has been planning to write
a letter to the county expressing
her concern.

Since her husband is self-em-
ployed and she doesn’t work,
“We're not rolling in the dough,”
she said. “We really can’t afford
to buy outside insurance.”

One of her daughters has asth-
ma and she's constantly at the
doctor, Allen said.

“We've considered ourselves
blessed to have something like
this,” she said.

Celia Demeter of Garden City
also had heard the rumors. She no
longer uses the clinic, but had
taken her children to the Inkster
clini¢ for about five years when
she didn’t have insurance. She

“totally unnecessary” because,
“It is already a crime in this state
for a health care professional to
request reimbursement from
Medicaid for a medical procedure
for which Medicaid is prohibited
by law from paying.

“To do so, in violation of Mich-
igan law, a health cate profession-
al may be charged and convicted
of Medicaid fraud, which is a felo-
ny that carries a penalty of four
years in prison, a $50,000 fine or
both,"” said Gubow.

Here is how area representa-
tives voted on the Dec. 13 roll call:

YES — Republicans Gerald
Law of Plymouth, James Ryan of
Redford and Deborah Whyman of
Canton; Democrat Eileen DeHart
of Westland.

NO — Lyn Bankes, R-Redford.
ABSENT — Tom Kelly, D-
Wayne.

also recently recommended it to a
friend who needs help for her sick
child.

“It was a godsend to me,”
Demeter said.

Allen said she received a survey
form from the county asking for
her children’s Social Security
numbers, her total source of in-
come, and asking if she wants as-
sistance in getting pediatric care
for her children.

Sirotti said the surveys will
help the county determine if some
children are eligible for Medicaid
and if others are eligible -for pro-
grams such as Children Caring of-
fered by Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan.

Also, Medicaid regulations
change often, and the county is
checking to see if those regula-
tions are being followed, Sirotti
said.

Donald Lawrenchuk, medical
director for the Wayne County
Health Department, said he’s

Cropsey outgunned

The House refused to force a
concealed weapons bill out of the
Judiciary Committee, dealing a
defeat to sponsor Alan Cropsey,
R-DeWitt, and pro-gun groups.

The House voted 45 yes and 53
no on Cropsey's motion to dis-
charge House Bill 4718 and bring
it to the House floor for a vote.
The committee” had opposed the
bill on a 7-9 vote.

“By discharging the bill, House
members would have had a
chance to debate it and go on
record as a supporter or opponent
of self-protection,” said Cropsey.

“I firmly believe in the commit-
tee process,” said opponent Kirk
Profit, D-Ypsilanti. “This at-
tempt to discharge the commiitee
is premature. In the long term,
the continuing work of the com-
mittee will provide this state with
a better concealed weapons law.”

been hearing rumors about clos-
ings for the 13% years he’s worked
for the county.

The rumor mill gets started
when the surveys go out, he said.

“There are no plans to elimi-
nate services,” he said. If any-
thing, the results may show the
county needs to offer more not
less, he said.

He said the county often con-
ducts surveys. It’s the main way
to talk to clients, he said.

He called the services the coun-
ty offers “one of the best-kept se-
crets in Wayne County.”

Immunizations costing $95 at a
private physicians office are of-
fered free by the health depart-
ment, he said as an example of
services offered.

He thinks the rumors may also
be fueled by the opening of a new
clinic in Taylor at Telegraph and
Eureka roads. “People are won-
dering what's next.”

bill dies in House committee

Cropsey’s bill would have (1)
placed concealed weapons li-
censes under state control, in-
stead of county boards controlled
by law enforcement agencies, and
(2) made Michigan a “shall issue”
state, requiring that a CW permit

be issued to people with clean

criminal health
records.

. It was fiercely opposed by law
enforcement agencies.

Here is how local representa-
tives voted on discharge, with a
yes vote signifying a pro-gun posi-
tion and a no vote an anti-gun po-
sition:

YES — Deborah Whyman, R-
Canton, Eileen DeHart, D-West-
land

NO — Republicans James
Ryan of Redford and Gerald Law
of Plymouth; Democrat Tom Kel-
ly of Wayne.

ABSENT — Lyn Bankes, R-
Redford.
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“After Christmas Sale”
Begins December 27 {Closed Dec. 26)

Country Elegance

37987 Five Mile Rd. at Newburgh
Livonia, MI 48154 (313) 953-9687

309 Off All Christmas Items
15% Off Selected Items

Thank you for your patronage
May you have a Safe and Happy New Year!

Canrol

Sale Hours; Wed.-Fri. 10-8; Sat. 10-6; Sun_ 11-4

Now Amep_ling New Patients for Obstetrics & Gynecology

Trvonne M. Manber, WM.
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D. Donna 8. Hrozencik, VL.D. \ancy L. Valenting, VLI

New Ye now m'u-m@pmivnh for 1996

HMO=PPO « POINT OF SERVICE PLANS

plus Full Participation in Blue Cross-Blue Shield of Michigan

[HA
had

()u; office is located at
42180 Ford Rd., Suite 305

(313) 981-6556

We are STAFF MEMBERS of
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
Ann Arbor
Chelsea Community Hospital
University of Michigan

McAuley Bldg.

Canton, Ml 48187
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Holiday
Reductions
On
Every Fur

Dittrich's
Own
Instant
Financing

Unul Christmas
20% Down and
no payments
‘il February

Monday-Saturday 10- 6
Bloomfiebd Hibis:
Thursday & Friday il 8:30

s ¢3~‘ / NJ[ i . PRI S
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Dittrich "'Quality
Natural

Christmas Special

$2,397

For 103
Chedslmases
Fhe
S illrioh f;zml/(y
Has Beoen

R -7(2#4’
Sanla T’Zz{y

* S olscd
(313) §73-8300
7373 Third Ave

I open Clncs 7895
% Christmas Eve 810 642.3000
%/4 Noon-4 p.m. 1515 N. Woodward Ave
/Ipo Furs labeled 10 show country of origin ”(\’

Buy any piano from
Hammell Music's inventory of
fine pianos that are on sale at

Holiday Savings of
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MINK COATS
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And Take An

ADDITIONAL

ur Selection

FRIDAY, DEC 22 10AM to 10PM
SATURDAY, DEC. 23 8AM to 11AM
DELIVERY BEFORE CHRISTMAS GUARANTEED
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» Steinway
« Kohler

LIVONIA »
CLAWSON
UTICA »

+ Yamaha * Boston Designed by Sreimway * Chas Walter
& Campbell * Roland + Disklavier + PianoDisc

HAMMELL MUSIC

15630 Middiebelt, N. of 5 Mile » 313-427-0040
® 328 W. 14 Mile, E. of Lrooks  810-435-3550
45285 Van Dyke, N. of M58 « 810-254-8550







