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Traffic fatals: Canton’s eight
traffic fatalities this year should
be viewed the same as if they were
munrder victims, according to Can-
ton Public Safety Director John

e |

" Santomauro. /2A

Cheer Club: Canton residents
can help the needy this Christmas
by donating to the Cheer Club. /
3A

" Garber roasted: Retiring Judge
James Garber was honored at a
recent dinner by more than 250
family members, friends and asso-
ciates. /BN ——v— " s

Holiday lights: ‘Wayne Count
Larks and Domino’s Farms o}%r
e

holiday displays throughout t
New Year. /12A

| OPINION

Holiday giving: It’s.time for Can-
ton folks to dig into their pockets
and help those in need during the
holiday season. /20A

Music: A notable clarinetist from
Redford knows the opera score.

Dining: Newly opened East Side
Mario’s in Livonia offers a taste of
Italy. /28

Road to nationals: [t runs right

through the Great Lakes Regional
for Madonna University’s volley-
ball team. If the Lady C rs
plan on making a repeat trip to the
NAIA National Championship,
they miust win the regional this
weekend at University of Michi-
gan-Dearborn. /1C
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Omnicom gets

a renewal of its cable television franchise. The

administrative hearing during
.both sides can argue their cases. .

next is an
whlchw

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSK]
STary WiTER
Without discussion Monday, Can-
ton officials tentatively denied Omni-
com of Michigan's request for renewal
of its franchise to provide cable tele-
vision services to the community.
“We don't feel it is the best propos-
al you can get. We don't feel it is ade-

quate,” said Larry Monroe of Muni-
con, a consultant for the consortium
formed by Canton and Plymouth
townships -and the cities of Plymouth
and Northville. : 3
Omnicom and Canton's next step is
a formal administrative hearing dur-
ing which both sides may present evi-_
dence and testimony from experts.

a thumbs down

posed

hearing Monday night.- Monroe rec-
ommended denial of Omnicom’s re-
quest _for a 10-year franchise with a
five-year renewable option. Like other
communities in the consortium, Can-
ton wants a 3%-year franchise with
potential for renewal.

© 1994 Obserenr & Gooantis Mewsgagers. i

Tlnmm'sthom-
ond in a three- aliowed

in éourt.
“We are about to embark on a fairly
as well as an expen-

journey
or federal court could cost $200,000 in

Se - OMMNICOM, 4A

Golfer
earns
plaudits

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSK)
STAry WRITER
If you're a golf lover, start working

up your envy.
“Playing with a pro is a unique

supervisor Bob Dates, who just
completed his second pro-am tour in
Hawaii Nov. 3-6. “I was conscious of
staying out of their way. &

Dates’ team took ninth place out
of 52 teams on the Kapalua Interna-
tional pro-am touf «— a.part.of the
professional tournament, which is a
regular stop on the PGA tour.

The way it works is that Dates
and three other amateur players

»

pro-am tour. The tournament at Ka-
palua Resort on the Hawaiian is-

sional players involved in their four-
day tournament. :

Professionals team. up with the
amateurs. for two days. “The pro
score is what is called a scratch
score. He doesn't get a handicap,”
sald Dates, who played last year in
the pro-am tour.

Dates’ team, which included two
Japanese players, 'came in 23
strokes under par. Dates played 78
one day, 82 the- other. “l was
ph-nSLWeuntwoc.mrm.Omof
them is in the mountains where it's
ipcredibly windy. Scores tend te be
a little higher,” he said, referring to
his 82-stroke game.

This time around, Dates played
with pros Peter Jacobson and Rob-
ert Gamez. His favorite pro, Fred
Couples, sat next to him at dinner.
“1 met and talked with him,” Dates
said

Playing in a tour definitely is dif-
ferent thap playing a regular game.
“It was a little. bit intimidating the
first year I did it,” Dates said. “It
was hard to play.in a gallery (with
people watching). But | took the ap-
prosch that | was there for fun.”

pro-am tour in Hawaii when he and
his wife were visiting st the Kapalua
Resort a couple years ago. “1 was

See QOLFER, 4A

experience,” said Canton recreation -

comprise a team for the two-day -

land of Maui also includes profes--

Dates first got the idea to join the

On tour: Canton recreation supervisor Bob Da
golf tour in Hawaii where he had the opportuni

professionals.

tes is recently back from playing in a pro-am
ty of playing with some well-known golf

BiLl BRESLER/STAFY PHOTOGRAPHER

Manager of
new center
‘hard at work

T RN e G mlﬂ When Dobbi"mlhny-Honomren first visited
w—-‘ EFG Opinion . . . the Summit on the Park community center con-
RealEstate . . DE Sports . . . . . . struction site, she got stuck in the mud :

“Now I've got boota,” said Bilbrey-Honsowets;
'bohwlnrmuwofdnmnhx‘in

ber.
Bilbrey-Honsowetz comed to Canton from Ypsi-
Janti Township, where she served as a recreation
ive. To be on the
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BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
Ne one was injured when a
Canton Fire Department rescue
squad transporting a patient to
Oakwood Health Center in Can
ton was struck by a car whose
driver apparently failed to yield at
Ford and Canton Center roads
just after 4:30 p.m. Monday.
“Luckily, no one was hurt”
said fire Chief Mike Rorabacher,
who said the rescue gquad, which
is an ambulance, will be' out of
service for seven to 10 days. .
Because the accident inveolved a
fire vehicle, the Michigan State
Police investigated the accident.
“It seems cut and dried,” Rora-
bacher said. “The guys (fire-

; fighters) were taking one lane at a

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STary WITeEs .
‘" Canton’s eight traffic fatalities
this year should be no less of a
shock to the community than if
those who died were murdered,
said Canton Public Safety Direc-
tor John Santomauro

“1f these same figures were ap-
plied to homicides, people would’
be outraged,” Santomauro said.

Despite some residents com
plaining about the condition of
Canton's roads or concern about
traffic lights, Santomauro ‘main-
tains that the number of acci-
dents, including fatalities, is due
to driver error. °

Santomauro said he wants the
public to realize that traffic safety
is one of law enforcement's roles.
On-the one hand, he said, police
are accused of not doing enough
to prevent such severe accidents.

time and this guy just came emergency vehicle, Rorabacher
said.

around and hit them.”

The rescue squad was trans-
porting a Canton police prisoner
to Oakwood for treatment of a di-
abetic problem when the car driv-
en by a Canton resident struck
the ambulance. p

The rescue squad was operating
with its lights and siren”and had
the red light at the intersection.
The rescue squad apparently
waited until traffic stopped before
entering the intersection. ’

“The driver of the other vehicle
epparéntly did not see or hear the
reascue  squad and drove past
stopped traffic striking the rescue
squad,” Rorabacher said.

The driver is expected to be _

cited for failing to yield to an

On the other, the public tends to
believe traffic tickets are issued to
provide revenue — not as an en-
forcement and education* mea-
sure.

“We are not funded from court
revenues. We have a special mil-
lage. We are not a revenue
source,” Santomaurc said. “Our
philosophy is thag traffic safety is
an important part of law enforce-
ment.”

To that end, the department
operates under a traffic safety and
enforcement operations policy
and one for its selective enforce-
ment ungt. Officers enforce traffic
laws by issuing verbal wamings,
written warnings and written vio-
lations.

JWe in Canton do not view, nor
have we ever viewed traffic en-
forcement as a revenue source,”
Santomauro said. “We draw no

' Rescue vehicle struck by car

Another Canton rescue squad
transported the police prisoner to
Oakwood. Both vehicles in the ac-
cident were damaged. . ¢

Counstruction on Canton Center
near Hanford that caused traffic
to back up Monday is not be-
lieved to have contributed to the
accident — the second this year
involving a rescue squad.

*“We do a little better than this,
This is unusual that we are in-

_the

tigated the incident and found
that the Westland driver disre-
mdoduﬂuhin‘ndli'httndn—
tered the intersection as the res.
cue
refighters in the rescue
squad is still off work recuperst.
ing from injuries.

A rescue sguad also was in.
volved in a fatal sccident at
Geddes and Beck a couple years
ago. ] i

The recent sccident leaves two

volved in this many sccidents,™  rescue squads in service. “It actu-

Rorabacher said.

_A rescue squad was invelved in
an accident Aug. 31 in which a
Westland couple was killed at the
Warren-Canton Center intersec-
tion. Michigan State Police inves-

distin®ion between officers giving
A written warning or a written
traffic citation. Officers have the
discretion. Traffic enforcement is
traffic educstion. Pegple will re
spond and operate vehicles more
safely when they believe the con-
sequence is a violation.”
~ The selective enforcemeént unit
provides special enforcement and
creates high visibility on the
roads. “We found that there were
demands for special enforce-
ment,” Santomauro said, such as
requests from neighborhoods
when speeding or recklessdriving
becomes a consistent problem.
“The normal patrols couldn’t re-
spond to that When a citizen
calls whether it's traffic or crime,
we personally get back to them.”
The public, Santomauro said,
- must become as sensitive to traf-
fic accidents and poor driving as

ally makes it tougher on our vehi-,
cle maintenanee people,” Ruora-

bacher said. “If we have more

than two runs we can call West-

land, Wayne or Plymouth Town.

ship who will respond.”

Traffic fatalities cause for concern

to crime. “Public awareness is:*
important. Citizens need to un-
derstand the importance of traffic
safety.” o

Accidents are generally attribu-"~
ted to three main causes: driver
error, vehicle defects and road en-
gineering problems. “If we lbok at
what's causing accidents in Can-
ton, it's not the roads. It's driver
error. This community -needs to
become keenly aware of traffic
safety. People are not obeying
traffic rules. But it's not to say
that we don't hsve road improve-
ments that peed to be done,” San- .
tomauro said.

Canton also has a traffic inves-
tigation team with three accident
reconstructionists who have the
help of computers to help deter- .
mine accideht causes. “This team.
has never lost a case in court,”
Santomauro added.

Santa to arrive day after Thanksgiving

Santa Ciaus will arrive in Can-
ton at 9 am
Canton Cinema Six on Ford
Road. All kids are invited to the
event coordinated by the Canton
Chamber of Commerce, Canton
Township and chamber volun
teers

Santa will arrive in town on a
Canton fire engine. Kids will get a
chance to talk to. Santa and
receive a goodie bag for them
selves and adulis who also attend.
Refreshments will be available.

The annual event will include a
free admission to the movie,
“Beethoven's 27 at the cinema
Door prizes also will be available.

Organizers ask that all children
be accompanied by an adult
There is no age limit for children
who attend. The first 500 children

Friday, Nov. 25, at |

will be admitied. For more infor-
mation, contact the chamber, 453-
4040. = i

Craft sale

The Canton Historical Seciety
Annual Christmas Craft Sale will
be 9 am. to 5 pm. Friday and
Saturday, Dec. 2-3, st the Canton
Historical Museum, at the corner
of Canton Center and Proctor
roads, south of Cherry Hill.

For sale will be holiday decora-
tions, gifts and baked goods made
by society members. There will
also be a raffle for a quilt and an
afghan. All proceeds benefit the
society and the museum. Organiz- -

ers ask that strollers not-* be
brought. Admission is free. For
more information, call 397-0088.

Sports equipment sale

_ Canton Parks and Recreation is
spopsoring its annual used sports
equipment sale Saturday, Dec. 3,
at the Coventry Commons shop-

ping center at Joy and M n
Taylor roads. ’fo

Sellers may bring their equip-
ment to the shopping center 6-9
p-m. Thursday, Dec. 1, to be
priced and tagged for sale on Dec.
3. You can set the prices. Canton
Parks and Recreation receives 15
percent of the sale proceeds. Vol-
unteers will be on band to do the
selling so you don't have to be

ra
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present. You may collect your
money or pick up you unsold
items 1-2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3
For more information, call Bob

Dates, parks and recreation, 397

5110.

Memorial service

The L.J. Griffin Funeral Home
will- have a memorial service 7
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 17, at its

Canton Chapel, 42600 Ford Road,
west of Lilley. .

The invitation is open to any
one who would like to gather with
other families and friends in
memory of a loved one who has
died recently or in the movre dis-
tant past. If you plan to attend,
call the funeral home, 981-1700.

Mumuw\

& ‘“\‘l. LUivonia
*"Country Nook"

39799 Grand Fiver
dust West of Haggerty Fid. « Movi
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BY M.B. DiLLON
STary Wiren

Judge James Garber was sum-
moned to the Plymouth Manor
the evening of Nov. 10 by more
than 250 family members, friends
and associates to commemorate
his retirement after 16 years on
the 356th District Court bench.

Welcomed by fellow Judge
John MacDonald, well-wishers
dined on prime rib, baked scrod
and chicken breast with wipe
sauce, green. beans -almondime,
rissoli potatoes, salad, and creme
de menthe sundaes.

Garber was toasted and roasted
by guests ranging from his 96-
year-old mother, Helen Garber, to
Supreme Court Justice James
Brickley.

Broadcaster Warren Pierce was
master of ceremoniés. The Rev.
David Eberhard offered the invo-
cation. :

Among the first to ct;ngr-tuhu .

the judge was his mother, known
for her uhcanny ability to memor-
ize lengthy poems and her daily
two-mile walks through Plym-
outh.

“One more touch of gladness at
this special time for you, and al-
though you've had much happi-
ness in the years you've spent,
may the years that still await you
be the happiest of all,” said Helen
Garber.

A tribute from retired 35th Dis-.
trict Court Judge Dunber and
Martha Davis, now living in Flori-
da, was read to Garber.

“Congratulations for having
completed 16 years of service to
the 35th District Court. Well
“done, thou good and faithful serv-
ant,” wrote the Davises.

Richard Padzieski, chief of op-
erations with the Wayne County
Prosecutor’s Office, razzed Garber
for becoming a bureaucrat, and
thanked him for “extending me
kindnesses when | was the new
guy on the block” in the prosecu-
tor’s office.

Brickley — noting that Garber
is younger (61) and should be at-
tending his retirement party —
said he was introduced to Garber
by the laté former prosecutor Bill
Cahalan’ “He nudged me one day
and said, “There is a young man

beat. I'm not going to

-~

.-‘.

Saying goodbye: Judge
James Garber is retiring
after 16 years on the bench.

podium
say, ‘I'm not retiring; |
just didn’t run again. |
was afraid I'd get

be sitting home watch-
ing ‘All My GhW'

whose father (Ralph Garber) was
a great lawyer and served as chief
assistant prosecutor.’” Cahalan
noted that the acorn hadn’t fallen
far from the tree, as “it was very
apparent he knew the law. Jim is
a man of integrity who very quick-
ly filled the breach in the prosecu-
tor’s office at a difficult time.”
Attorney and former newsman

Herb Levitt roasted Garber,
thanked him for his guidance over
the years, and observed that with
his ability to clear up dockets,
“his. capabilities should be used
on a statewide basis.”

. Garber received resolutions
from state officials, including
state representative and former
Plymouth police officer Jerry Vor-
va.
Vorva credited Garber with
“helping all of us become better
police officers. He made us stick

1

Honored: Judge James Garber was

at a dinner.

-

to the letter of the law.”

“Wayne County Commissioner
Thaddeus McCotter said the re-
solutions “paled in comparison to
the real tribute paid by the many
friends and-family who are here
tonight.”

Plymouth. City Commissioner
and Court Advisory Board
chairperson Robert. Jones com-
mended Garber for his “outstand-
ing vision and leadership that
have made the 35th District
Court a model for high standards

Cheer Club up and ;'unning

Get ready for the Christmas Cheer Club!
The Plymouth and Canton Observer Christmas

Cheer Club is back.

Starting on the Friday after Thanksgiving, Nov.
25, we'll be taking new, unwrapped toys and canned
and boxed food, for needy kids and families this

Christmas.

Then in mid-December, we’ll call up the Plym-
outh Salvation Army office and load up the toys and
food on the truck. The items will be taken to the
Plymouth distribution center and grouped with

other items.

There, needy families who qualify to receive food
and toys under Salvation Army guidelines are al-

lowed to take your donated gifts.

In each issue of our newspaper during the Christ-
mas Cheer Club drive, we'll list names of donors
who bring things in, and even run a photo 'or two of
folks dropping by our office to donate.

Our office is at 744 Wing just east of Main Street,
.and office hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

We've recorded as many as 200 donors to the
Cheer Club during the Christmas season.

We hope you can join the Cheer Club this year.
For more information, call the Plymouth and Can-

ton Observer office at 459-2700.

BiLlL BRESLER/STAPY PHOTOGRAPHER

Cheer Club: The Canton Observer will
again this vear sponsor the Cheer Club.
We will accept unwrapped toys and food,
canned and packaged, at our office at 744
Wing St., Plymouth, 9a.m. to 5.p.m.
Menday through Friday, starting Friday,
Nov. 25. Above, members of the Observer
staff and Salvation Army volunteers load-
ed items for the Salvation Army collected
last Christmas by the Cheer Club. Report-

er Kevin Brown is in the foreground.

Voters likely to head to polls
to elect a new township clerk

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAry WRITER
‘ Canton voters will likely go to
the polls to elect a new township
derk to replace Loren Bennett
who was elected as state semator
for the 8th District.
 Canton officials discussed how
to fill Bennett’s post, which is
- full-time administration position,
4t a study session Tuesday night.
The choices are appointing & suc-
gessor for the remaining two years
of Bennett's four-year term ‘or al-
Itoﬂn' the public to elect some

mw the state Senate

geat by a narrow margin over
t Charles

ate a smooth transition,” said Su
pervisor Tam Yack.

Bennett will contact Gov. John
Engler to see if the election could
be sped up by eliminasting the
need to wait 45 days beyond the
clerk's effective resignation date.

Treasurer Elaine Kirchgatter
questioned whether any trustees
would be interested in the posi-
tion. “That would steer us in a di-
rection,” Kirchgatter said.

But trustee Melissa McLaugh-
lin opposed the suggestion. "l
think it needs to go to an election
1 think that appointing a trustee
is different than appointing a full-
time administrator,” MolLaughlin
said.

Because of the importance of
the job as well as good compensa-
tion, McLaughlin said the public
needs to decide who it wants in
the office.

Yack . “Shouldn’t the
of decide who their
full-time electeds are? Yack said

that on the other hand, the town-
ship board has spproached gov-
ernment as a team and appoint-

ing someone could maintain that
effort

Talk in township hall, however,
showed concern that appeointing
someone most likely a Repuby
lican could prompt public crit
icism.

Bennett told officials that he
believes the election a primary
and general would cost about
$24,000. “1 think it"s going to be
more than that,” Kirchgatter said

Other trustees also preferred an
election to an appointment. “l
think an election is the right way
to go. It's fair to the people and to
anyone who wants to get into the
race,” said trustee Bob Shefferly

Ralph Shufeldt, treasurer of the
Canton Downtown Development
Authority, has expressed an inter-
est in seeking election as clerk.
While others were in the audience
Tuesday night for discussion of
how to fill Bennett's post, it's still
unciear who might be interested.

Bennett's position paid $52,900
ig 1994. In the 1996 budget, the

erk's salary is estimatsd at

$54,500.

of justice and efficiency.”

Court administrator Marion
Belding said, “It's been a.plea-
sure to work for someone of Judge
Garber's administrative ability.
He is what you call thrifty,” she
said. “He treats the public’s mon-
ey as carefully, as frugally as his
own. We will miss his booming
voice, his photographic memaory,
his candy frofn Mr. Bulky, his fad
diets and his perfect hair. We will
also will miss is obsessive belief
in fairness, enthusiasm for his

s

W O N
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You'll Howl with Holiday Cheer-a

Corner of Plymouth RJ. ¢4 Middlebelt RD., Livonia, MI - 522-4100

James Garber roasted and -_toasted_- during his retirement dinner

roasted and toasted by more than 250 family members, friends: and associates

‘profuainn.,_,und his faith and in-

terest in all of us.”

On behalf of the gathering,
Belding y®pnted Garber with a
gift: plastic golf clubs and dozens
of used golf balls. Garber had a
good laugh before he was given a
set of real golf clubs. ~

A gracious Garber took the po-.

dium to say, “I'm not retiring; |
just didn’t run again. | was afraid
I'd get beat. I'm not going to be
sitting home watching ‘All My

Children.’ I may sit a little bit (as’

il

Santa Arrives!
Saturday, November 19th * 10 am
Plus, enjoy Free Sing-A-Long .clmur.: al, 436 pm.

g

WONDERLAND
MALL

a visiting judge) or hang out a
shingle,” he said. “Am [ going to
miss it? No, I will not miss being
a judge. Yes, I will miss the court
and the people.” ‘

Garber saluted his family and
praised his staff, crediting them
and Judges MacDonald and Dav-
is for making the” 35th District;
Court what it is. “It's been a*
memorable, eventful, interesting»
career; a pretty good life,” he said.
“l wouldn't trade what | have
with anyone.”

<

ASE]

t our Santa Arrival!

”"W ‘
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Holiday Hound, Santa s lovable +illy puppy. bas secret

aspirations to be one of Santa's reindeer. Joir Efrem the
Elf, Christabella and the Holiday Hound as we welcomg
Santa to Wonderland Mall!
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Christmas at
Good’s Nursery

51225 An Arbor Rpad + Canton, M1 48187

« Fresh Cut Douglas Fi, Sconch Pine. Frazer Tt '

Dr. Avickita Badhwar
Internal Medicine

We're proyd to announce the arrival
of Dr. Aviokita Badhwar to
Qakwood Canton Health Center
Dr. Badhwar is board certified in
internal Medicine and is looking forward
to serving our community
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APPETIZERS - CARVED TURKEY - PD‘.I'ATO!O

PLYMOUTH LANDING;

Enjoy a Thanksgiving Feast

4

ONE DAY ONLY'

Sunday, November 20th
9AM. -3 P.M.

Featurmg top designer gowns by

~ Save 25%
Boys' Architect fleece
pants, and crew-neck and
hooded tops. Reg. 16.00-
28.00, sale 11.99-19.99.

Save 25%
Children’s holiday
dresswear, fleece, and
sweaters, excluding
value-priced merchandisé.
Reg, 18.00-96.00,
sale 13.50-72.00.

Save 25%
Entire selection of
voung men'’s college
logo fleece. Ong, 32:00-
45.00. now 24.00-33.75.

v

Save 40%
Men's Towne® by
I .ondon Fog® outerwear.
Reg. 115.00-140,00,
sale 69.00-84.00.

Save 25%
Men's selected
"Timberland boots.
Reg, 80.00-140.00,
sale 640.00-105.00.

sive 40%

.\lcn\ Prcx'\\ ick & Moore
coton flannel shirts.
Reg. 39.50, sale £3.70.

Men's Preswick & Moore
solid-color cotton pinpoint

Men's Preswick & Moore
v-neck cashimére blend

Save 25%
= Men’s selected
gloves and mufflers
Reg 32.00-48.00,
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MOURS — HOURS — HOURS
Mon  Wed  Thurs. 10 am 1o § pm
Tues: Fri - 10 am 10 & pm. S8t 10 am 0 § pm

ORDER DAY OR NIGNT. CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-424-8188. 7.0.0. USERS CALL 1800-322-7052 MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 9:30 AM TO 5:30 PM.
STORE HOURS: Laurel Park Place open Sun. 125, Mon -Sat FOR INFORMATION cal 9537500
CMARGE T: Pansian No-imterest Opion Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the Amencan Express® Cord or Dscover®. caml
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