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information sought: Canton po-
lice are seeking help in locating an
Alzheimer’s patient who wandered
from his apartment near 1-275 and
Joy Road Wednesday morning.
/2A

Airport manager: When newly-
appointed airport manager Doug
Kitze addressed a crowd at the
Canton-Plymouth Mettetal Air-
port Board meeting Thursday, he
was asked how he plans to manage
the airport on a salary of $1. /2A

Democratic hopefuls: The four
Democratic candidates seeking to
oust Gov. John Engler in Novem-
ber brought their messages to the
Canton Economic Club on

Wednesday. /3A

Last candidate: ‘“‘He really sees
the issue of providing good leader-
ship. He listens to people, so there
is consensus building. He looks for
input from the bottom up. We re-
ally need that in this district.”
Those were just a few of the com-
ments made by Plymouth-Canton
folks about the last of three candi-
dates to be interviewed for super-
intendent. /3A

‘Vegas Night': St. Thomas

a’Becket Church invites the com-
munity to “Vegas Night” from 6
riday and Satur-

day, May 20-21, at 555 S. Lilley
Road in Canton. /8A

STREET SCENE

-

Heavy: The Brand New Heavtles
realize that their jazzy soulful
sound is a hard pill for Americans
to swallow, but slowly and surely
they’re inching their way into ra-
dio. /8A

TASTE

Local bakers re-
vor in breads and

Eating healthy:
duce ffzt, not
muffins. /1B

Super supper: Whether she’s
staging dinner for her family or a
local theater production, Lisa An-
dres stars in the role. / 1B

Canton blaze
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Firefighters: Three firefighters nearly fell through the
floor of a burning home on Michigan Avenue on Thurs-
day. There were no serious injuries. The firefighters were
hampered in their efforts by a large amount of personal
belongirigs in the home. The home’s former occupant had
recently moved. For more information, see the story on
Page 2A.

School chief
search narrows

Two Plymouth-Canton school board members will vis-
it the community where Charles Little is the superin-
tendent of schools. He is one of three finalists for the
job as superintendent of the Plymouth-Canton

Schools.

By M.B. DILLON
STary WRITER

After receiving what amounted to a
mandate from the community, the
Plymouth-Canton Board of Educa-
tion decided to visit the hometown of
New Yorker Charles Little, Frontier
school superintendent and a finalist
for the job of the retiring John Hoben.

Most agreed Little is the candidate
who could best motivate and inspire
confidence in staff, parents and stu-
dents.

“If the site visit goes well, we can
then report back and say, ‘It went
OK: here is what we found,” and ex-
tend a contract offer,” said board
treasurer Dave Artley.

Little was chosen over Robert
Monson, superintendent of West-
wood schools in Massachusetts, and
Gary Hughes, superintendent of Du-
rand public schools between Flint
and Lansing.

The vote to visit the Buffalo-area
district was 6-1, with board vice pres-
ident Carl Battishill supporting Mon-
son.

Described by the board as a vision-
ary leader, Monson appealed to Bat-
tishill “because he represents the po-
tential for us to be a world class
school district, excelling in the 21st
century.” Monson is the candidate
who could make the school district
“what I want it to be for my son. Also,
Dr. Monson would bring out the very
best of my ability,” he said.

Hoben's replacement will earn a
minimum of $100,000 and receive
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See related story, 3A

benefits including a tax-sheltered an-
nuity, car allowance and fringes.

Accompanying Artley to New York
this week will be board president Ro-
land Thomas and board secretary
Jack Farrow. Trustees expect to make
an announcement at their 7 p.m.
meeting Monday, May 16, at the
board office, 454 S. Harvey in Plym-
outh.

The board polled the audience at
last week's workshop before deciding
on what Artley called a “trip of affir-
mation. This isn’t a search and de-
stroy mission,” he said.

Canton High School sophomore
John Duthie sided with Little. “We
toured the school and ate lunch with
all three candidates,” he said. "As we
walked around, he was the most ex-
citing. He had a lot of good ideas and
was the only one who asked us ques-
tions, I found that intriguing.”

Search committee member Betty
Bloch said Little would help restore
trust. *'1 think Dr. Little will win over
the community at large. He asks
tough questions and expects answers.
That's OK because we need to be as
straight with people as he is, and to
be as honest and forthright as he is.”

School bus driver Alice Horstead
said, “My gut reaction is we have a
lot of good staff here, but no one says

See SUPERINTENDENT, 4A

Traffic

safety
boosted

High-tech traffic control is coming
to Canton. Beginning today, drivers
will notice a large digital speedometer
in locales throughout the township.

“The Canton Police Department,
in an effort to enhance public aware-
ness to motoring safety, has obtained
a speed-measuring device that will
alert the motorist as to the spsed lim-
it and the actual speed the motorist is
traveling,” said department spokes-
woman Tammie Colling. The device
is being loaned to the township for a
week.

“The Police Department will evalu-
ate the value and effectiveness of pur-
chasing a unit for community use,”
Colling said.

Today, the speedometer will be at
Morton Taylor near Lombardy. To-

morrow, it will be on Haggerty Road Canton, GM“MM.
near Allegany near Field Elementary CW“HM,A_“. :
School. On Wednesday, motorists _ B0 U ik

will notice it on Haggerty near Meta-
line near Eriksson Elementry. Thurs-
day it will moved to Hanford west of
Runnymeade, near Miller Elementa-
ry. On Friday, watch for it near Saltz
and Morton Taylor.

“We welcome citizens’ comments
related to the practicality of the use of
this speed-measuring device. Citizens
may call 397-5466 with their com-
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By JULIE BROWN
STarr WRITER

The Canton-Plymouth com-
munity is full of avid readers,
judging by the crowds that show
up for its used book sales.

The sale sponsored by the
Plymouth Branch, American
Association of University Wom-
en, May 5-7 at Starkweather
Center drew droves of eager
readers. The upcoming sale
sponsored by the Friends of the
Canton Public Library is also
expected to do well.

“This year, we have a real
nice collection of children’s
books,” said Marcia Barker,
Friends/volunteer coordinator
at the library in Canton. There
are books on travel, textbooks
and a variety of other fiction and

non-fiction selections.

“Just a little bit
thing,” Barker said.

The Friends sale will begin 6-
3 p.m. Wednesday, May 18, with
a members-only preview at the
library, 1200 S. Canton Center.
Memberships will be sold at the
door, at $3 for students and sen-
jors, $5 regular membership and
$15 for a family.

The regular sale will take
place Thursday through Sun-
day, May 19-22. It will be held
during library hours, 9:30 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.

of every-

The Friends also sponsor a
mini-sale of books in the fall,
along with a sale of romance

Books galore: Friends of the Canton Public Library members (from left) Marta McCabe, Phyllis Stein, Shirley
Reynolds and sale chairman Wally Baker sort books for the upcoming sale.

Book sale offers food for thought

novels in February in honor of
Valentine's Day. “This is our
big one,” Barker said of the
spring event. “This includes a
little bit of everything. It's cer-
tainly our big money-maker.”

Donations for the sale come
in throughout the year. “The
Canton community is wonder-
ful,” Barker said.

Last year's sale raised more
than $6,000, with proceeds sup-
porting library programs and ac-
tivities, along with special pur-
chases not allowed for in the
regular budget.

Wally Baker of Canton is
again serving as book sale chair-
man. “We haven't let go of him
because he does such a wonder-
ful job,” she said. A number of

other volunteers also work on
the sale.

One highlight of this year's
event will be a small gift shop
featuring books and such gift
items as jewelry. It will be open
during book sale hours. The
shop got started early this year
and so far has been open during
special library events. Organiz-
ers plan to make it a permanent
fixture of the library.

Prices for used books at the
sale will be mostly 25 cents, 50
cents and $1. It's not uncom-
mon for a sale visitor to buy a
book, read it and then donate it
for the following year's sale.

“It's kind of nice,” Barker
said. “We keep these books cir-
culating throughout the year."”

New airport manager fields questions

By JiLL HALPIN
STary WRITER

When newly-appointed airport
manager Doug Kitze addressed a
crowd at the Canton-Plymouth
Mettetal Airport Board meeting
Thursday, they had one primary
question for him: How does he
plan to manage the airport on a
salary of $17

“] keep my overhead down. I
paid one dollar a year for the fa-
cility — that's keeping my over-
head down,” said Kitze, owner of
Kitze Aviation, recently chosen as
the facility’s new manager.

Last month, Kitze’s bid of $1
for management and $1 for the fa-
cility was selected by the Michi-
gan Aeronautics Commission
from seven other bids ranging
from $82,000 to $145,000. Al-
though Kitze was scheduled to

begin taking over operations at
the airport on May 1, contract de-
lays have pushed the date back at
least three weeks, he said.

“] am not officially the airport
manager yet. | plan to be opera-
ting in there in the next few
weeks, as soon as the contracts
are signed,” Kitze said.

The selection of Kitze's low bid
over that of former airport mana-
ger Dan Malone of Emerald Avia-
tion was questioned by some at
the meeting. ‘‘How can you bid so
low and still stay in business?”
asked one resident.

Malone, who operates a flight
school out of the airport, also ex-
pressed anger at the bidding se-
lection. “Operating an airport is
not profitable. So what is the real-
ity here?” he asked board mem-

bers. Malone accused the state of
using private business to get a
public job done cheaply.

But state aeronautic officials
Randy Coller and John Wagner
said they remain confident in
their selection of Kitze. "(Kitze)
is recognizing his ability to turn it
(Mettetal) into a successful busi-
ness,” said Wagner.

Kitze, who has more than 30
years of experience in the aviation
industry, explained that he plans
to make a profit through his on-
site maintenance service, the cre-
ation of a flight school and by
selling fuel. “I'm also looking at
the possibility of leasing space in
the maintenance hangar,” he
said.

Kitze lives in Canton. His expe-
rience in aircraft maintenance
and airport management has tak-

en him from now-closed Westland
National Airport in the 1970s to
his current position at Oakland-
Pontiac Airport, where he oper-
ates a maintenance business.

‘I had been looking to expand at
Pontiac, but there iz no space
available out there,” he said. He
spent three years as a mechanic at
Mettetal in the 1960s and was
drawn to the area, he said.

Kitze said he is ready to get
rolling at the airport. Already, he
has hired F.A.A. examiner Don
Little as his chief flight instruc-
tor. “'I have hired a chief pilot and
he will be able to do pilot check
rides and issue licenses,” he said.

Pilot Bill Brown welcomed
Kitze and urged others to do the
same, saying, “We need to get to-
gether and give him a chance.”

‘Rock-n-Bowl’ gives kids somewhere to go

The Canton Police Department
is sponsoring the Canton Super
Bowl's “Rock-n-Bowl"” program
to help address gang problems in
the area this summer.

“Recognizing the needs of our
community and attempting to re-
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main proactive in our efforts to
control gang activity, the Canton
Police Department is sponsoring
and supporting the Super Bowl in
a for-kids-only Rock-n-Bowl,”
said department spokeswoman
Officer Tammie Colling.
Rock-n-Bowl kicks off Friday,

We offer:

in

SHIN-TZU

May 20, and will continue on Fri-
day nights throughout the sum-
mer. For a $5 admission charge,
youths ages 9-15 will be admitted
from 7-10 p.m. They'll be given
unlimited bowling, rental shoes
and party favors. A disc jockey
will play dance music.

« Slip and Fall Injuries
o Auto Accidents (No Fault)

ATTORNEY
JOKN F. VOS Il

The Super Bowl plans to
donate to the Canton Police Com-
munity Youth Education Pro-
gram. Rock-n-Bowl comes with a
parental guarantee that the bowl-
ing center will be alcohol- and cig-
arette-free during the program,
Colling said.

* Bodily Injury Cases
+ Defective Product injuries

Firefighters
find obstacles

Canton firefighters were
hampered in their efforts to fight
a Thursday morning house fire by
personal belongings that clogged
stairways and that in places were
stacked to the ceiling, said Can-
ton Public Safety spokeswoman
Tammie Colling.

The obstructions made it so
hard to maneuver that firefighters
had difficulty reaching the origin
of the fire and extinguishing the
blaze. The home, in the 48000
block of Michigan Avenue near
Denton, was a total loss.

No one was injured in the blaze,
although three firefighters nearly
fell through the floor of the vacat-
ed one-and-half-story, brick resi-

dence.
The former occupant of the
home was an elderly woman

who’d moved two months earlier.

“There were bags and bags of
stuff in this house,” said Colling.
“The whole basement and entire
rooms were filled with stuff. Fire-
fighters could barely move.” In-
vestigators were unable to deter-
mine the cause of the fire, she
said.

The fire broke out shortly after
7 a.m. at the home, obscured by
overgrown shrubbery.

The woman's grandchildren,
who helped her move, were in the
process of removing her belong-
ings from the house. Bagged trash
was piled outside the home,
which sits a couple hundred feet
from Michigan Avenue.

No damage estimate was avail-
able, Colling said.

Missing man sought

Canton police are seeking help
in locating an Alzheimer’s disease
patient who wandered from his
apartment near 1-275 and Joy
Road Wednesday morning.

Missing is Richard Edwin
Huntley, 72, a white male, 6-foot-
4, 155 pounds, with gray hair and
brown eyes.

“He was last seen wearing a
blue down jacket, possibly over a
tan jacket, tan pants, and tan
shoes, in the area of Ford Road
and 1-275,” said Canton Public
Safety spokeswoman Tammie
Colling.

“He’s not believed to have any
money or identification. It's un-
certain whether he would respond

to his name.

“This isn't the first time; he
has a history of doing this,” said
Colling. “We've always found
him. Not this time."

The man recently moved here
with his family from New Jersey.
“He may be trying to get to New
Jersey. He's been talking about
going home,” said Colling. Police
have notified local businesses, 24-
hour operations, and checked the
man’s entire apartment complex,
Colling said. Broadcasts, police
dogs and search helicopters have
turned up nothing.

Anyone with. information is
asked to call Canton police, 397-
3000.

Form 3569) 1o P O Box 2428, Livorwa. MI 48151

Newssland
Carmer
Maul

MI 48170 (313} 459 2700

@anton @Dbserver

663670
Pubksned every Monday and Thursday by Observe: & Eccentnc® Newspapers. 36251 Schooiciaf. Livons. Mi
48150 second class posiage paed al Livon, M1 48151
Telephore 591 0500
HOME DELIVERY SERWVICE

Al advertising published o the Canton Observer 1s Subject 10 The CONBMICASs stated in Ihe apphcable rate Card
copses Of wheCh are avasabie from the advertising Gepanment Canton Observer 744 Wing Steeet, Plymouth
The Canton Otserver teserves the nghl not
Otserver & Eccemnc® 80 takers Nave NC BULhOMy G hnd hs Newspaper and ooly PUDKCahon of an a0
vertisement shall constitute Anal acceplance of the agverser s oroer

Agaress 3 Mae |subscnplion change of aodress

et copy, 50¢
monthey, $3 0C
yearty. $55 00

10 accepl an advertser s order

tion from our classified ads:

Available beginni

rummage sales. Cost: $5.95
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95

automobiles. Cost: $39.95

access:

READER SERVICE PHONE LINES

HOMELINE: 953-2020
» Open houses and new developments in your area.

» Free real estate seminar information.

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900
» Place classified ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500
» Request subscriptions at your convenience. '

EVENTS LINE: 953-2005
» Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees.

CUSTOM CONNECT CLASSIFIED: 1-810-433-4800
> Provides 24-hour access and security, screen responses at your conve-
nience and leave messages or further instructions. There is no need to
release your name, phone number or business address.
FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904
» You can use a MasterCard.. or Visa®to access the following informa-

* ltem No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to share
an apantment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds.

October 6 by 6 p.m. and every

Wednesday thereafter at the same time. Cost: $5.95.

* item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,
* Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-

* item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of

O&E ON-LINE
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711

LIVONIA AND SURRDUNDING AREAS: 591-0903

» With a computer and modem you can log on to O&E On-Line, a com-
puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can

* Community events including all areas covered by our paper

* Stock quotes that are updated daily.

* Associated Press news - local and national.

* Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine.

* Boardwatch magazine,a guide 10 on-line information services.

* PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs.
Sign on 10 O&E On-Line with or without our software. Software is avail-
able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the
"Observer & Eccentric® offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay $3.
>Feelhulocdlu“youm.dheﬁﬂmmw on 10 O&E On-Line.

@bserver &5 Eccentric”

The Observer /| MoxDAY, May 9, 1994

Engler ‘ousters’
pitch messages

BY JEFF COUNTS
STAFF WRITER

The four Democratic candi-
dates seeking to oust Gov. John
Engler in November brought their
messages to the Canton Economic
Club on Wednesday.

They are: State Sen, Debbie
Stabenow, former Congressman
Howard Wolpe, Larry Owen and
State Sen. Lynn Jondahl.

Of the four, former Plymouth
Canton school board member E.J.
McClendon said he like what

Wolpe had to say the best. “He had
insight into the problems.”
Stabenow,

who has been

Education question: Nevin
Rose asked the Democrats,
“What happens when
Proposal A money for edu-
cation runs out?”

Student question:
Candidate Howard Wolpe
fields a question from
Plymouth Canton High

School student Art
Partain.

viewed as the front runner, told
the more than 200 people that
“we need to be smart enough to
deal with problems at the front
end.” She said government, edu-
cation and business need to work
together for job creation.

She took a stab at Engler, say-
ing that “he's not telling the truth
about not raising taxes,” and
added that he has raised various
fees and has not eliminated the
Small Business Tax.

“Small businesses are where
the jobs are at,” she said.

On education, she took partial
credit for the shaft from a property
tax to a sales tax to pay for
schools. In her campaign litera-
ture she contends that “her lead-
ership broke the 25-year gridlock
on property tax and school fi-
nance reform and has led to a
more fairly funded tax and school
system.”

In the Senate, Stabenown was
involved in the scrapping of the
property tax and as a Democrat
received criticism from teachers
and educators. Her legislative ac-
tion set up the ground work for
Proposal A, for which Engler is
taking credit in his campaign ads
that started airing last week.

Greeting: Democratic gubernatorial hopeful Debbie

Stabenow shakes hands with student Colleen McCann
as student Jennifer Schroer (center) and Tom Tattan,
a Plymouth-Canton school district administrator,
watch. Both students attend Plymouth Canton High
School and are in the Close Up program.

Wolpe stressed job creation,

calling it the “issue of the day.”

He said the state must prepare
for the restructuring of the econo-
my and look to create high-skill,
high-wage jobs instead of low-
skill, low-wage jobs

A former teacher, Wolpe called
school funding problems “artifi-
cially created.” He said the key to
improving education is to “retool
the school system.”

On other problems in the state,
he said; “we've lost the sense of
family and community.”

Jondahl took a whack at
Proposal A, saying: “It's not ade-
quate for the schools. Also, we
need to stop raiding the school
funds in the state budget.”

However, he did take note that
“the political climate 1s not out
there Lo raise taxes.”

He outlined an economic devel-

School board interviews
last school chief finalist

By ML.B. DILLON
STAFF WRITER

“He really sees the issue of
providing good leadership. He
listens to people, so there is con-
sensus-building. He looks for in-
put from the bottom up. We
really need that in this district.”

“He seems willing to look past
the short term to long-term
planning. As a parent of an ele-
mentary school student, I'm im-
pressed with that. I also like the
fact he views technology as a
tool for the classroom teacher,
not a solution.”

“We need someone like him,
someone who gets out and talks
to people and is approachable.”

“We're in need of a change.
We need someone to give us fo-
cus and direction, I think any
one of the three could do it.”

These were some of the com-
ments made by folks who at-
tended the public reception for
Plymouth-Canton school super-
intendent hopeful Gary Hughes
He is superintendent of the
Durand Area School District, a
district of 2,600 students be-
tween Flint and Lansing.
Hughes formerly served as as-
sistant to the superintendent for
the Troy School District.

Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education members grilled
Hughes, a proponent of shared
decision-making and outcome-
based education, during a three-
hour final interview Tuesday
The following is a sampling of
his responses.

Consumers

The Plymouth community
was among other Wayne County
communities to which
Consumers Power Company
paid $2 million in property taxes
in 1993,

Among the larger tax pay-
ments made in Wayne County

were those to the cities of
Livonia, $776,230; Westland,

1,851; Plymouth, $75,288;
town-

the
ships of Northville, $307,876

ayne, $120,889 and

B On finance: “We've gone to
building-level financing, where
individual buildings handle their
own budgets. They have the free-
dom to purchase whatever they
want within parameters.”
Durand has cut its mainte-
nance budget, but maintains a
$1-million rainy-day fund in its
$12-million budget and has
funded an early elementary
Reading Recovery program.
Hughes said, “Proposal A
hasn't helped us as much as peo-
ple have publicized that it
would. Executive-order cuts are
inevitable. You can have a new
formula, but if it’s not funded,
how is it going to be better than
what you had?
“Plymouth-Canton _better
have a fallback plan. I think tie
board will face before July 1995
the necessity of looking at a
millage or increasing revenue.”
@ On Lansing: “It's very impor-
tant to work with legislators.
I've been able to have input into
decision-making there because
we are close to Lansing.”
B On negotiations: “We accom-
plished expedited bargaining in
a weekend. We were successful
because we shared information.”
®@ On communicating: “I really
believe in one-on-one communi-
cation. Communication really
isn't the spoken or written word.
When trust is there, communica-
tion is there. Visibility is key. If
they know who you are, you can
start building that trust. Despite
what the course offerings are in

and Plymouth Township,
$267,427.
In the utility’s Metro Region,
a total of $19.6 million in 1993
taxes was paid to local units of
government in Oakland,
Macomb, and parts of Wayne,
Livingston and Washtenaw
counties, Over 755,000 natural
gas customers are served within
Consumers Power's Metro

mmm

Gary Hughes

educational leadership, it’s real-

ly listening that matters.”

@ On evaluating programs: “I

believe in peer evaluations. You

get the best input from the peo-

ple who work directly with the
rograms.”

On curriculum for college-

Wound and non-college-bound
students: “I'm not sure we alter
what we look for in both groups.
We want critical thinkers and
the same exit outcomes.”
@ On technology: “I think we
share the same philosophy,” said
Hughes, whose district also is
wired with fiber optics for inter-
active television and “distance
learning.” Hughes said
Plymouth-Canton government
officials he met with “would like
to see more sharing of technolo-
g leadership. There’s a positive
atmosphere here; this would re-
ally build on that.”

local taxes

that our tax payments provide
vital assistance to local school
systems, community colleges
and local governments,” said
Pike, West Metro area manager
for Consumers Power. “Many of
our employees also supplement
these funds through community
volunteer efforts, corporate con-
tributions and programs which

ensure that Metro Region is
a in which we are proud to
live and work.”

opment plan that would invest in
worker skills to create high-wage
jobs.

“The key to the future 1s to in-
vest in an infrastructure that in-
cludes people, utilities, roads and
transportation,” he said.

Owen hit at Engler, saying
that “his only interest is in politi-
cal power. He has no idea or inter-
est in Moving to a new economy.”

Owen said the state is compet-
ing for jobs with the emerging
countries, “We have to hang onto
our traditional manufacturing
base, while at the same time try
to foster growth.”

He was critical of Engler, say-
ing, “The state did nothing to re-
cruit BMW when it located in the
1S,

Ta foster business growth, he
said the state needs to encourage
marketing co-ops.

Responding: Candidate Lynn Jondahl answers a ques-
tion during the Canton Economic Club session.

For a limited time only when you buy
any pair of prescription lenses at
NuVision Optical, you'll get frames for
just one dollarl And you can choose
from over 200 of the most fashionable
styles with values up to $59.95.
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