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Do you support 
Proposal A -
the school finance 
plan on the March 
15th ballot9 

Why or 
why not7 

Call 953-2017 

Rotary dial 
may be used 

I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Canton ce lebrat ion: It's time 
again for the annual Celebrate 
Canton Dinner-Dance. /2A 

Canton Foundat ion: After its 
first five years, the Canton Com-
munity Foundation is looking to 
its future with some changes in 
store. / 3 A 

Engler v is i t : Canton was the site 
of two pro-Proposal A visits last 
week, one by Gov. John Engler 
during a tax pitch blitz. 
/ 3 A 

COUNTY NEWS 

Residency: Three out of four lo-
cal commissioners opposed an or-
dinance requiring that all future 
county government employees live 
in Wayne County. The ordinance 
was approved with enough votes 
to override a veto by Wayne 
County Executive Edward 
McNamara. / 5 A 

STREET SCENE 

FIFTY CENTS 

C iwt SiMMn ConrnncMom Ciauui W 

Proposal A's value up in the air 

Going solo: Kristin Hersh, 
known for her work with Throw-
ing Muses, was at Record Time in 
Rochester last week to promote 
her solo record, "Hips and Mak-
ers. ' •/6A 
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While Proposal A would lower property taxes and 
raise the sales tax, Plymouth-Canton school officials 
say the district won't benefit or be hurt by it. One 
school board member contends that neither Proposal 
A nor a backup plan would be good for the schools. 

BI M B . DILI .ON 
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II a parent of a Plymouth-Canton 
student went to Las Vegas looking for 
answers concerning the two school 
finance choices on the March 15 bal-

lot. the response would probably be 
"Pick "em." 

Don't look to the school board for 
direction, either. 

"We won't take a position on this 
one; it's up to each individual person 

to decide." said school board presi-
dent Roland Thomas. 

Voters will be asked to decide 
whether Michigan schools should be 
financed with a sales tax increase las 
outlined by Gov. Engler-backed Pro 
posal A) or an income lax increase 
(the backup statutory plan as de-
scribed in the accompanying story). 

Neither is good 
"Both are bad for schools," said 

Thomas. "Neither the sales or the in-

come tax is stable enough to support 
schools." 

Both plans will raise $10.1 billion 
for schools and provide the same 
amount of per-student revenue for 
Plymouth-Canton students. 

Either way. the district 's per-pupil 
foundation grant will be $5,548 in 
1994-95. That 's up from $5,343 this 
vear. an increase of $205. 

See PROPOSAL, 3A 
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Home's 
a hole-y 
terror 
B Y J O A N N E MALISZEWSKI 

I ST.VIK W KITKK 
Emma Crawford wants to know 

j why residential builders can t be 
more like the auto industry. General 
Motors recalls its defective vehicles. 
She'd like to see the same in the 
housing industry . 

" I 'm asking why builders aren t 
checking when they hear there's a 
problem." said the Canton resident. 
"If they know so many people are 
having a problem, you think they 

I would do something." 
For more than a month now. 

Crawford and her family have been 
living with a hole — about a foot in 

I diameter — in their living room ceil-
I ing. During sub-zero temperatures 
in late January, a pipe in the master 

| bathroom in the front of the house 
above the living room buret, spewing 
water into the living room, dining 
room and eventually the family 

I r o o m . „ 
Damage to t h e more t h a n 

$180,000 home, purchased from 
Lenwal Buildere in the Glengarry 
subdivision, on Canton Center 
Road, is estimated at $75,000. Craw-
ford lost her living room furni ture . 
Carpeting throughout the living, 
dining and family rooms had to be 
removed, as likely will happen with 
the floorboards. Hardwood flooring 
in the adjacent foyer and hall also 
was damaged, as was the drywail. 

Mark Farber. president of Lenwal 
in Farmington Hills, did not re-
spond to the Observer's inquiries 
about residents' complaints. 

According to the township build-
ing department, no state complaints 
have been filed by homeowners 
against the builder in 1993 or 1992. 

"My complaint i« with him 
(Farber) directly. That ' s who I 
bought this house from. When my 
husband walked in the house, water 
was still spewing from the ceiling," 
Crawford said. Three inches of wa-
ter had built up in the rooms on the 
first floor and the alarm system had 
burned out hours earlier when water 
began leaking through the ceiling-

But Crawford Isn't alone. Other 
neighbors have had similar — if not 
as catastrophic — experiences. 
Other neighbors have complained 
about wet cracks in the basement 

HIM. RKKM-KH STA** I'MOTI- hai-MKM 

Horror Emma Crawford, who lives in the Glengarry subdivision, looks at a large hole in the 
ceiling of her living room where a pipe burst, causing $75,000 damage to her home. 

See 2A 

Housing rehab program on chopping block 
BV JOAXNK MAUSZKWSKI 
ST\»» WKITKN 

Canton's housing rehabilitation 
program for low- and moderate-in-
come families — financed by federal 
money — will likely end in a few 
years. 

" I t ' s an administrat ive issue. 

Housing rehabilitation is very diffi-
cult to administer." said Gerry Mar-
tin. township development specialist. 

But in 1994. at least $15,000 is 
being proposed for the program, with 
the possibility that money will be left 
over from the 1993 program. "We may 
have a range of $20.000-$25.000, 

Martin said. 
The housing rehabilitation pro-

gram is only one facet of the town-
ship's total Community Development 
Block Grant program A public hear 
ing is scheduled on the proposed dis 
tribution of the federal money at 2 
p.m. Monday. March 14, in the mu-

nicipal services conference room in 
Canton Township Hall. 1150 S. Can-
ton Center Road. The Canton Com-
munity Development Block Grant 
Advisory Council will make recom-
mendations to the township board 

S«e P*OOItAM, 2 A 
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Beauty road hear ing 
Wayne County officials will hold a public hear 

ing on a request to designate 3.25 miles as natural 
beauty roads at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 9. in 
Canton Townahip Hall, 1150 S. Canton Center 
Road. 

Senior adul ts inv i ted 
Senior adulU are invited to hear Canton Super-

visor Tom Yack speak about Proposal A, the 
school finance initiative tha t will be on ths ballot 
March 15. He will apeak at 3 p.m. at Canton Place 
Apartments for Seniors, 44506 Ford Road. 

Homeowner advisory elections 
The Canton Homeowners Advisory Council will 

meet at 7 p.m. tonight in the treasurer's meeting 
room in Canton Township Hall, 1150 S. Canton 

CANTON CONNECTION 
Center Road. The agenda includes election of the 
council 's treasurer and secretary. Homeowners as 
sociation officers and residents are encouraged to 
attend. 
Storyteller at library 

Storyteller Nairn Abdur Rauf will present sto 
ries and songs from African culture for kids and 
their parents at 7.30-**> p.m. Tuesday. March lS , 
in the Canton Public Library meeting room, 1200 
S Canton Center Road. Registration begins after 
9:30 a.m. March 8, by phone or in person 

Economic club 
The Canton Economic Club will meet at noon 

Wednesday. March 9. at St. John Neumann Cath-
olic Church. 44800 Warren. Canton 

The club will sponsor the annual Roundtable 
Discussion with the leeder* of Canton. Plymouth 
and Plymouth Township. 

To make reservations for the luncheon, call the 
Canton Community Foundation. 981 -3002. 

Spaghetti dinner 
KinderCare, 44212 Cherry Hill Road, ia spon-

soring a Muscular Dystrophy Association fund-ra-
iser 5:30-7:30 p m . Wednesday. March 9. 

Bring the family and enjoy an "Ital ian Night 
Out," which will include all the spaghetti you can 
eat The cost is $5 for adults. Call Jennifer Grif-
fith. assistant director, for reservations at 981-
4774. 

I 
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Event to include 
abundant honors 

It 's t ime again for the sixth an-
nual Celebrate Canton Dinner-
Dance. 

"If we are here to pool people's 
resources both with their intelli-
gence and finances, then we also 
need to do it socially," said Bill 
Joyner, executive director of the 
Canton Community Foundation, 
which sponsors the event. 

The public is invited to the din-
ner-dance Saturday. March 26, at 
Fellows Creek Golf Club on Lotz 
Road. Tickets are $35. Cocktails 
begin at 6 p.m., followed by din-
ner at 7 p.m. To make reserva-
tions, call the foundation at 981-
3002. 

But the dinner-dance is more 
than a party. It's the night that 
community members are honored 
for their contributions to Canton. 

The Canton Hall of Fame Com-
mittee has chosen resident Joan 
Palmer, co-author of three books 
on Canton history, and longtime 

Program 

member and officer of the Canton 
Historical Society, as this year's 
one and only recipient of the Hall 
of Fame award. Her husband, 
Richard Palmer, was inducted 
into the Hall of Fame in 1991. 

The committee also chose five 
people and one group to receive 
the Community Achiever awards 
for deeds and actions during 1993. 
The community achievers include 
business leaders Tom Adamusik 
and Janet Volante, Girls Scouts 
organizer Barbara Svec, longtime 
Canton Lions and Canton Good-
fellows member and founder Ray 
Schultz, and former Salem High 
School basketball star Dena 
Head. 

The only group honored this 
year for their efforts in 1993 is the 
Canton High School Quiz Bowl 
Team, led by teacher Scott Bea-
man. The team won the state title 
and finished eighth in national 
competition. 

from page 1A 

Precision skaters 

about how the money will be spent. 

For 1994. Canton expects to 
receive $408,000, compared to 
$375,000 last year. That ' s about a 
9-percent increase for the town-
ship. 

The money is proposed to be al-
located to administration, public 
service agencies, improvement 
projects, and housing rehabilita-
tion. Some of the projects pro-
posed include Harrison Drain im-
provements, park improvements 
for Sherwood Village Mobile 
Home Park, and a handicap-ac-
cessible play area and equipment 
for Heritage Park. 

Another $150,000 will be set 
aside for senior adult and handi-
cap-accessible portions of the pro-
posed Summit on the Park com-
munity center. A total of $750,000 
in block grant money will be set 
aside for the facility over five 
years. 

Martin said representatives of 
the federal department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development have 
looked at the housing rehabilita-
tion program. About two or three 
homes a year receive code and 
building improvements. Resi-
dents may receive no-interest 
loans, based on income, to make 
home improvements. 

"We've never really had inter-
est in the program," Martin said. 

"We want to make it available 
but not force it on people. We are 
not knocking on doors." 

Income, based on family size, 
determines eligibility for the 
housing rehabilitation program. 
In the low-income category, one 
person can have an income of no 
more than $16,350; four-person 
family. $23,350; eight-person fam-
ily, $30,800. for example. Moder-
ate-income eligibility includes a 
maximum of $26,150 for one per-
son. $37,350 for a family of four, 
and $49,300 for a family of eight. 
Modera te- income people are 
asked to make a small cash con-
tribution. Martin said. 

The program is designed to 
help eligible families make code 
improvements and health and 
safety improvements. "Roofs is a 
typical rehabilitation job," Mar-
tin said. 

The problem with the program 
is the amount of paperwork and 
inspections involved and the 
township's lack of time and staff 
to operate the program. 

"We don't do rehabs on a scale 
where we have it down to a rou-
tine." Martin said. "It is a minus-
cule portion of our budget. But it 
is a time-consuming problem." 

An independent inspector is 
used for the program. 

Canton has a new logo 
The third time is a gem. 
Canton Township has revised 

its municipal logo for the third 
t ime. The new logo features a 
redesigned tree, now rooted in the 
earth and the words. "Canton 
Communi ty ." 

The former logo boasted a solid 
green tree standing alone with the 
words, "Canton: A Charter Town-
sh ip" below it. 

But don't worry. The new logo 

Stop (smoking) 
and smell 
the roses 
Af ter just t w o days o f not smok-

ing, your senses o f smel l , taste 

a n d sight al l imp rove . So th is 

spr ing, if you ' r e ready, let the 

professionals at Smoke Stoppers 
h e l p you qu i t . The roses w i l l 

never smel l sweeter . The grass 

w i l l never look greener . A n d the 

air a round you w i l l never taste and feel fresher. 

Free introductory session 

C a l l t o set u p a f r e e , n o - o b l i g a t i o n s e s s i o n . Y o u ' l l m e e t 

o n e - o n - o n e w i t h a S m o k e S t o p p e r s i n s t r u c t o r . If y o u 

c h o o s e t o s i gn u p , t h e r e a r e g r o u p a n d i n d i v i d u a l p r o -

g r a m s a v a i l a b l e t o f i t y o u r n e e d s — a n d y o u r s c h e d u l e . 

V I S A a n d M a s t e r C a r d a r e w e l c o m e . C a r e C h o i c e s H M O 

m e m b e r s a re e l i g i b l e f o r r e i m b u r s e m e n t o f h a l f o f t h e 

p r o g r a m c o s t . 

For more Information, please call Pat Harris 
In the Office of Health Promotion: 

(313) 712-4141 
ST. )ot*PFC Merry 
5J01 Huroo River Drive 
P O Bo* 9 9 2 
Ann Arbor, Mich igan 4 8 1 0 6 

Sponsored by the 
RHtgkxn Smer* at Mercy 
founded in 1811 
by Catherine Mc Auley 

5 
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Taking to the ice: The Plymouth Sparklers, a precision skating team for girls ages 8-15. takes to the ice /or a 
rete,*practice session. Try-outs for the group are 5:30-6:30p.m. Thursday. March 24. and 7-8p.m. Saturday 
1March 26. For more information, call 455-1708 or 459-7538. • 

Problems 
walls, problems with rooms that 
need space heaters because heat 
doesn't come through the vents 
and problems with kitchen floors. 

"My pipes are leaking. It 's the 
same location where her (Craw-
ford's) pipe problem is." said a 
homeowner who asked not to be 
identified. "They (the builder) 
keep insisting it 's a caulking 
problem in the shower area. They 
came and patched the ceiling and 
caulked the shower." 

But the homeowner says there's 
more. Her kitchen floor has been 
replaced twice and she's got leaks 
in her basement. 

"I t 's frustrating. When I first 

from page I A 

moved in, we had water leaking 
through the light fixture." the 
homeowner said, adding these 
problems didn't occur in her for-
mer home, which was also a 
brand-new house when she moved 
in. 

Annoyance is what Crawford is 
feeling. "We have had nothing but 
frustration and aggravation since 
we bought this house." 

Crawford said it was deter-
mined that the pipe from her 
master bathroom running above 
the living room ceiling burst. "We 
speculate it must have froze," she 
said, adding that she leaves the 
heat in the house at 70-73 de-
grees. 

Just before the pipe burst, they 
were having trouble with the wa-
ter pressure. "We left the faucet 
on a bit. When the weather got 
warmer, the pressure came back." 

Another neighbor had pipes 
burst while they were on vacation. 
But they turned their heat down 
to 65 degrees. 

The experiences have left Craw-
ford wondering. "This isn't Flori-
da. You expect severe weather," 
she added, questioning why pipes 
aren't insulated at all, or enough, 
to withstand Michigan's weather. 

Crawford said her husband left 
a message on the builder's an-
swering machine and spoke with 
someone at the company the next 

day. "They said they would allow 
one of their contractors to come in 
and work on it 

But Crawford said she preferred 
to find her own contractor and 
has three bids for the work. "This 
shouldn't release anybody from 
the liability of this problem." 
Crawford said. 

The family also plans to con-
tact the township for an inspec-
tion. as well as contact an inde-
pendent inspector to determine 
just what happened in the ceiling. 

"This has just been more than I 
can take. I tend to be a patient 
person. But this is not what I 
spent a lot of money for," Craw 
ford said. 

Free tax guide provides assistance 
A guide to assist Michigan tax-

payers with their 1993 tax returns 
is available free of charge from the 
Lansing office of state Rep. De-
borah Whyman, R-Canton. 

The 21st District lawmaker 
said local residents also can ob-
tain a copy at area libraries and 
township halls. 

"The up-to-date information in 
the 1993 Michigan Taxpayer's 

Guide is concise and practical," 
said Whyman. "This helpful 
booklet will make filing returns 
easier and relieve some of the 
worries associated with tax time. 

The guide contains the latest 
information on many Michigan 
tax laws, including property taxes, 
homestead property tax credits, 
farmland and open-space tax re-
lief. home heating credit program, 

the single business tax. and the 
senior citizen prescription drug 
credit. Also included are sample 
tax forms and a list of phone 
numbers for assistance. 

Constituents may obtain a copy 

of the 1993 Michigan Taxpayer's 
Guide by writing to Whyman at 
the State Capitol. P.O. Box 30014. 
Lansing. Mich. 48909, or by call 
ing her office at (5171 373-2575. 

doesn't mean township officials 
are going out and ordering new 
stationery' or new signs with the 
new logo. "There's no plan to take 
down our existing signs." said 
Township Supervisor Tom Yack. 
"I don't see any costs related to 
the modification at all." 

The word "community" re-
placed "charter township" for a 
reason. "We're trying to develop a 
sense of community," Yack said. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

The Plymouth District Library Board will bold its regular Meeting Tuesday. 
March 15, 1W4 at 7:30 p.m. In the Coherence Chamben upstairs at City Hall 
located at 201 S. Main Street, Plymouth. Michigan 48170 

The Plymouth District Library will provide necessary reaaooable auxiliary aids 
and services, such ss signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting, to Individuals with disabiliUes at the 
meeting/hearing upon seven (7) days notice to the Plymouth District Library 
Individuals with djMhiltttM requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact 
the Plymouth District Library by writing or calling the following: 

Barbara Kraft, Library Secretary 
Plymouth District Library 

223 S Main Street 
Plymouth. MI 43170 

313-453-0750 
PvMnk Marc* 7, l*M 

LEGAL NOTICE 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP O F PLYMOUTH 

PUBLIC TEST OF EL-PAC VOTING SYSTEM 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE A public test of the El-Pac Voting System will take 
place at 3:00 p.m.. in the Clerk s Office at Plymouth Township Hall. 42350 Ann 
Arbor Road, on Thursday. March 10.1994. for the Special Election scheduled for 
March 15, 1994 Phone number 453-3S40 X 224 

The public is invited and encouraged to attend 

MARILYN MASSENGILL 
Clerk 

Charter Township of Plymouth 

PiNi«ti 

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
CITY OF PLYMOUTH. MICHIGAN 

Notice is fteretoy given that the City of Plymouth, Michigan will receive sealed 
bids until 2:00 p.m EST Tuesday, March 22, 1994 for the following: 

REPAIR OF 4" CAST IRON WATER MAIN 

Specifications Proposal Forma and other Contract Documents may be obtaiaed 
at the office of the Purchasing Agent during regular office hours 

A certified check, cashier's check or bid bond in an amount of not less than five 
percent ( 5 * ) of the bid must accompany the Proposal. 

CLEANERS 
COUPON n 

z 
O 
Q. 
O 
o 
o 

o 

LAUNDERED SHIRTS £ 
With •1000 Incoming Dryc leaning Order | 

Offe r good t h m 3 - 3 1 - 9 4 

I COUPON ' 

COUPON MUST ME PRESENTED 
WHEN ORDER IS LEFT FOR PROCESSING 

19219 Ncwburg t i 

"462-2471 , 464-0003 

The City Commission reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, in 
whole or in part, and to waive any irregularities 

Address bids to Carol Stone 
Purchasing Agent 
201 S Main St 
Plymouth. MI 44170 

in a sealed envelope bearing the inscription "REPAIR OF I CAST IRON WA-
TER MAIN" 

To our young patients who had 
IfO CAVITIES at their latest checkup. 

We applaud you and your family. 

DJ 
Aal Hayes 

Kertm 
Mike Brack 

Megan Strong 
Sean O'Brien 
Ckris Dorr 
Jacqai Dow 
CrteCako 

JAY NITZKIN, D . D . S . 
14325 Mkktobatt (3 Blocks N. or I-96) 427-7SftS 

strategy 
BY J O A N N E MALISZEWSKI 
STAJT WRITER 

After ita first five yea r s , t h e 
Canton Community Foundat ion 
is looking to its future with some 
changes in store. 

"We h a v e to see w h e r e we 
w a n t to be. The p rocess is fo-
cused on where we w a n t to go," 
sa id p r e s i d e n t Mitch H o w a r d . 
"The focus has been prospective 
rather than retrospective." 

F o u n d a t i o n board m e m b e r s 
a r e work ing to m a k e c h a n g e s 
t h a t will he lp the o r g a n i z a t i o n 
become self-sustaining for the fu-
ture . as well as determining the 

d i rec t ion of p r o g r a m s and ser-
vices. 

"We have solved t h e immedi-
a te ," Howard sa id , r e f e r r i n g to 
the last five years . "We are con-
t inu ing our t a lk s wi th agencies 
and we'll see how we can en-
hance what we do." 

E n d o w m e n t will be e m p h a -
sized. Plans call for set t ing aside 
50 percent of revenues or contri-
but ions to an e n d o w m e n t fund , 
which can e a r n i n t e r e s t and 
serve as a f inancial ba se for the 
f u t u r e , sa id T o w n s h i p 
Supervisor Tom Yack, a founda-
tion board member. 

"In name - we have had an en-
dowment . But it comes down to 
discipline," Yack said. 

T h e goal over t h e next five 
yea r s is to have approx imate ly 
$300,000-$400,000 in an endow-
ment fund, Yack added. 

Of t h e r e m a i n i n g 50 percent 
of r e v e n u e s and con t r ibu t ions , 
some will be dedicated to grants 
for c o m m u n i t y m e m b e r s and 
g roups to a d v a n c e goals in t h e 
c o m m u n i t y t h a t doveta i l wi th 
w h a t the founda t ion would like 
to accomplish. Volunteerism will 
be a l a rge face t of the founda-
tion. Groups or individuals may 

apply for g r a n t s f rom the foun-
dation, Yack said. 

At a m e e t i n g Tuesday morn-
ing, t h e boa rd of d i rec tors will 
make a decision on whether to go 
with a con t rac ted executive di-
rector - as it ha s in the past five 
y e a r s - or h i r e a fu l l - t ime em-
ployee. 

"Wha teve r we have done, we 
have t r i ed to divorce ourse lves 
f rom p e r s o n a l i t i e s , " Howard 
said. "We want to perpetuate the 
good t h a t ' s been done. None of 
th is is d i rected aga ins t an indi-
vidual." 

Whi le t h e founda t ion ' s pro-

g r a m s , such as C a n t o n Fami ly 
S e r v i c e s and t h e C a n t o n 
Economic Club remain in place, 
they - like other programs - will 
be eva lua ted over t ime to deter-
mine if they need modification. 

"We're examining everything. 
I t ' s a s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g pro-
g r a m , " Howard said. "We h a v e 
m e t s o m e of t h e i m m e d i a t e 
n e e d s in t h e c o m m u n i t y . It 
doesn ' t mean if there 's an emer-
gency, we won't be there. But it s 
t i m e to get in touch wi th w h a t 
we want to be." 

A n o t h e r facet of c h a n g e in-
c l u d e s se rv ing as an o rgan iza -

t ion t h a t can work w i t h b u s i -
n e s s e s , f a m i l i e s or i n d i v i d u a l s 
who have a c h a r i t a b l e i n t e r e s t , 
such as e s t a b l i s h i n g s c h o l a r -
ships. 

"They have the money b u t not 
t h e w h e r e w i t h a l to l ink t h e i r 
do l l a r s . So t h e y could give t h e 
money to t h e f o u n d a t i o n to in -
ves t i t and a d m i n i s t e r t h e i r 
charitable interest ," Yack said. 

Howard said the effort would 
allow the foundation to act as an 
agent to accomplish goals in t h e 
communi ty . "Hopeful ly , we can 
create a partnership." 

Governor comes to Canton to pitch tax plan 
BY J O A N N E MALISZEWSKI 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

C a n t o n Township was a t a r -
get of a pro Proposal A blitz las t 
week, as t h e March 15 vote on 
the plan draws near. 

Gov. John Engler was in town 
m a k i n g his own pe r sona l p i tch 
for t h e proposal and on 
Wednesday Joe Graber looked at 
the two school financing in i t ia -
tives - Proposal A and a s ta tu to-
ry b a c k u p p lan - a s a school 
board m e m b e r , employee a n d 
taxpayer. 

"I t h r e w out t h e s t a t u t o r y 
plan because it can all change."' 
said Grabe r . 22, a s t a t e S e n a t e 
policy a s s i s t an t in Lans ing and 
board m e m b e r for t h e 
Schoo lc ra f t School D i s t r i c t , 
south of Kalamazoo. 

G r a b e r told m e m b e r s of t h e 
Can ton C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e 
Wednesday tha t he will vote for 
Proposal A because it 's a consti-
tutional amendment . On the oth-
er hand , the s t a tu to ry plan can 
be changed. 

"It f Proposal A) is as solid as a 
rock. It's not going to change un-
less 1, as a voter , w a n t it to 
change," said Graber . a Western 
Michigan University s tudent . 

On F r i d a y , E n g l e r w a s a t 
Fel lows Creek Golf C o u r s e in 
Canton to make his own person-
al pitch for passage of Proposal 
A. About 50 people, i n c l u d i n g 
C a n t o n S u p e r v i s o r Tom Yack 
and P lymouth city commiss ion-
e r s Bob J o n e s a n d D e n n i s 
Shrewsbury grilled the governor 
on the plan. 

E n g l e r took no te t h a t ciga-
re t t e compan ie s a r e s p e n d i n g 
more t h a n $3 mil l ion to d e f e a t 
the proposal. "We don't want Joe 
Camel dec id ing on ou r e d u c a -
tional system." 

He said Proposa l A m a k e s 

sense because it will b r ing more 
tax money in to M i c h i g a n f rom 
outside of the s ta te . "Tourism is 
on the inc rease . T h e r e a re two 
million Canad ians who visit our 
state each year." 

G r a b e r said t h a t whi le the 
s t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e «;&n l a t e r 
change the sales tax - it would be 
i nc reased to 6 p e r c e n t u n d e r 
Proposa l A - i t c a n ' t go h ighe r 
t h a n 6 pe rcen t b e c a u s e of t h e 
constitutional amendment . 

I n s t e a d of a s a l e s tax in-
crease , the s t a t u t o r y p l an pro-
poses an income t a x inc rease 
from 4.6 pe r cen t to 6 pe rcen t . 
Proposal A would re ta in the per-
sonal e x e m p t i o n a t $2,100 for 
general taxpayers and $3,000 for 
sen iors . The s t a t u t o r y p lan 
would increase the exemption to 
$3,000 for general taxpayers and 
$3,900 to offset the proposed in-
come tax increase. 

"If you m a k e only $6,000 a 
yea r , i t ' s st i l l a t ax inc rease . " 
Graber said about t h e s ta tu tory 
plan provision. 

Graber also explained the dif-
ference for s t a t e proper ty taxes 
and local school district taxes be-
tween the two plans . Both plans 
would allow dis t r ic ts tha t spend 
more t h a n $6 ,500 p e r pupil to 
ask voters for supplemental mill-
age. The ballot plan would apply 
the s u p p l e m e n t a l mi l l s f i rs t to 
h o m e s t e a d p r o p e r t y , up to 18 
mills, then uniformly to all other 
property. 

"Our school d i s t r i c t is not a t 
$6,500 per pupil," said Dick Egli, 
Plymouth-Canton School District 
spokesman. 

Under Proposal A. the single 
b u s i n e s s t ax would r e m a i n a t 
2.35 percent. Unde r the statuto-
ry plan, the s ingle bus iness tax 
will inc rease f rom 2.35 percent 
to 2.75 p e r c e n t . G r a b e r said a 

• On Friday, Engler 
w a s at Fe l lows 
Creek Golf Course 
in Canton t o make 
h i s own personal 
pitch for p a s s a g e 
of Proposa l A. 
About 5 0 people , 
including Canton 
Supervisor Tom 
Yack and Plymouth 
city commiss ion-
e r s Bob Jones and 
Dennis Shrewsbury 
grilled t h e gover-
nor on t h e plan. 

b u s i n e s s o w n e r told him t h a t 
with the proposed tax increase, 
"he would be making more mon-
ey by downsizing and laying peo-
ple off. He will make more 
profits then." 

The s ta tu to ry plan mainta ins 
cur ren t law as f a r as school dis-
t r i c t s ' b o n d i n g abi l i ty for im-
p r o v e m e n t s . U n d e r t h e bal lo t 
p lan , bond ing for remodel ing , 
improving, furnishing and equip-
ping of exis t ing buildings is not 
p e r m i t t e d u n l e s s i t 's pa r t of a 
complete renovation. 

"They failed to put in a defini-
t ion of c o m p l e t e r enova t ion in 
the law." Graber said. 

Some v o t e r s a re saying t h a t 
s ince t h e r e a r e n ' t a n u m b e r of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s j u m p i n g on 
Proposal A's bandwagon, it must 
be a good deal. Graber said 

"If we vote t h i s in, t h e f igh t 
will get s m a l l e r for the money 
for your schools," Graber said If 
you don ' t vote for it, t h e fight 
will get bigger." 
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Proposal pitch: Gov. John Engler brought his campaign for passage of Proposal A to 
an audience of Canton and Plymouth residents on Friday. The visit was part of the 
blitz in anticipation of the March 15 election. 

Proposal from page 1A 

Like T h o m a s , P l y m o u t h -
Canton director of finance Diane 
Barnes says it's a toss up. 

"The formula tha t was passed 
and in force n g h t now is not de-
p e n d e n t on the M a r c h 15 out-
come. The pr imary dif ference is 
t ha t unde r the ballot plan we're 
depending on sales tax, and un-
der t h e s t a t u t o r y p l an , t h e in-
come t a x , " sa id B a r n e s , who 
ag rees t h e p r o p e r t y t ax is the 
most stable tax. 

Taxes go down 
One t h i n g t h a t is c e r t a i n is 

that school property tax bills will 
go down P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n 
schools currently levy 35.6 mills; 
33.3 operating mills and 2.3 debt 
r e t i r ement mills. For t h e owner 
of a $100,000 h o m e , t h a t 
a m o u n t s to a c u r r e n t tax bill of 
$1,780. not including t h e home-
s tead c red i t U n d e r t h e ba l lo t 
p lan , u n d e r which t h e s t a t e 
would levy 6 mills, the owner of 
a $100,000 home would pay $415 
(6 mills plus 2 3 debt re t i rement 
mills). _ „ 

The owner of a $200 ,000 
home, cur ren t ly pay ing $3,560, 
would pay $715 in taxes (12 mills 
plus 2.3 debt retirement mills). 

State Reps Deborah Whyman. 
R-Canton , and J e r r y Vorva. R 
Plymouth, both favor Proposal A. 
and say the ballot plan, while not 
ideal, is a better bet for Plymouth-
Canton and better public policy. 

"What we have is a difference 
be tween a bad plan and a terr i -
ble p l a n , " sa id W h y m a n 
" P e r s o n a l l y . I 'm s u p p o r t i n g 
P roposa l A b e c a u s e i t h a s t ax-
p a y e r p ro tec t ion wi th a cap on 
assessments which will be in the 
Constitution." 

P roposa l A will p u t in p l sce 
an a s s e s s m e n t cap of 5 percen t 
or the inf la t ion r a t e , whichever 
is lower . T h e r e ' s no cap u n d e r 
the statutory plan 

None of t h e school r e f o r m s 
o r ig ina l ly p roposed by E n g l e r 
a r e inc luded in e i t h e r p l s n , 
t hough l s w m s k e r s did p s s s re-
cent legislation allowing char te r 
schools. "Quits honestly, many of 

the c h a n g e s we 've m a d e a ren ' t 
going to amount to improved test 
scores." said W h y m a n . Cost con-
t a i n m e n t m e a s u r e s will be con-
s ide red l a t e r in t h e yea r , she 
said. 

Whyman is m a k i n g available 
to her const i tuents spread sheets 
"so people can work the numbers 
and see f i n a n c i a l l y how each 
plan affects them. I'm encourag-
ing people to t ake a look at their 
own situation," she said. 

In te res ted voters may obtain 
a s p r e a d s h e e t by ca l l ing 
W h y m a n a t <517) 373-2575 or 
453-5744 

A w a s h fo r s c h o o l s 
While Proposal A "isn't exact-

ly w h a t I would do, i t 's h e a d s 
above the o the r proposa l . " said 
Vorva . a d d i n g t h a t w h e t h e r 
Proposa l A p a s s e s or not . it s 
p r e t t y m u c h a wash for 
Plymouth-Canton. 

"Proposal A pu t s a cap on as-
sessment so you can ' t have run-
away assessments 

"Now," he added , "only about 
50 percent of educat ion revenue 
goes to the classroom Rolled into 
the pe r -pup i l g r a n t a re Social 
Secur i ty and r e t i r e m e n t costs 
t h a t up unt i l now t h e s ta te ha s 
picked up. 

"In the p a s t , school d i s t r i c t s 
could give ra i ses with impunity 
Now you will see r a i s e s much 
more in line wi th w h a t the pri-
va te sec tor is ge t t i ng . P lus , 
there 's a l imited ability to go for 
extra milla," Vorva said 

The M i c h i g a n Educa t ion 
Assoc ia t ion ia lobbying h a r d 
a g a i n s t P r o p o s a l A "because 
teachers d o n t pay income tax on 
their re t i rement . Income tax can 
go up as h igh as i t wants and it 
won't affect the i r retirement," he 
said. 

P lymouth-Canton schools a re 
looking at a possible deficit next 
year not b e c s u s e of sc t ion 
Lansing has taken, but in part be-
cause of pay raises the district hss 
g r s n t e d s n d s $1 mill ion ra iny 
day ftand it wants to establish 

-Becsuse of local control, they 

are in the red. by their numbers. 
I t ' s t h e y ' r e own doing." said 
Vorva. 

T h e o p p o s i t i o n 
O p p o n e n t s of Proposal A in-

clude Ted Bohlen. coordinator of 
the 13th Congress ional District 
of the pro-Ross Perot United We 
Stand America. Bohlen, an attor-
ney retired from General Motors, 
a lso s e r v e s on the school dis-
trict 's super in tendent ' s advisory 
committee. 

A p r i m e r ea son he opposes 
P roposa l A is because it t a k e s 
tax-levying power from the peo-
ple and hands it to the state. 

"In 1978, people voted in the 
Head lee Amendmen t which re-
qu i red i n c r e a s e s in r evenue to 
schools to be no greater than the 
las t yea r ' s r evenue plus the in-
f l a t i on r a t e , " he said. "Under 
Proposal A. the Legislature and 
governor can work around these 
supposed Constitutional guaran-
tees on the bas i s t h a t if people 
t h i n k t h e y a r e v io la t ing t h e 
Constitution, they have the right 
to sue. and they have the right to 
defend a suit with your money." 

A key element of Proposal A is 
tha t with a "three-fourths vote of 
the Legis la ture , the Legislature 
can i n c r e a s e t h e 6 mills . T h a t 
means if the Legislature chooses 
to ra iae t h e r a t e to 106 mills, it 
c an . Now, u n d e r t h e c u r r e n t 
Const i tut ion, with Headlee. only 
voters can raise the millage " 

Last ly, said Bohlen, the sales 
tax increase pu t s the burden on 
lower-income people, who by ne 
cessity spend a greater percent 
age of t h e i r income on t a x a b l e 
i t e m s such a s paper p roduc t s , 
pet food, soap, clothing, and pre-
pared foods. 

"Senior c i t i sens get no b reak 
at all." he added 

While the same amount of rev 
enue will go to schools, what will 
c h a n g e "ia who pays for i t . " he 
said "Proposal A puts a grea te r 
b u r d e n on lower income people 
and benefi ts ones with higher in-
comes T h e y ' r e going to st ick 
whoever is most vulnerable." 

Are your heating 
dollars going out 

the window? 
Pella* Windows with Low- E glass 
can save you up to 24% on 
heating and cooling costs.' Buy 
now and get Low- E for FREE. 

Pella's InsulShield™ Low-E glass 
features technologically-superior 
insulating properties to help keep you 
warm in the winter and cool in the 
.summer. It's Pella's most popular 
energy-saving option. And if you buy 
now, Pella will waive additional 
charges and give you Low-E glass 
for free!** 

•Computer simulation average compared to singie-
i pane wood windows Actual savings may van--. 

" S o m e restrictions apply See store for details 
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Add Low-E for FREE 
Bring this coupon to your Pella Window and 
Door Store® and add Pella's InsulShteld" 
Low-E glass option to your window order 
FREE OF CHARGE Offer expires March 
31,1994. See store for details or 
call 1-800-23-PELLA. ^ 

A r t InsulShield™ Low-E fflasa is available only a t Pella Window and Door Stores®: 

• Ann Arbor 3256 Washtenaw 971-3112 
• Flint G4310 Miller Rood 732-7711 
• Lathrup Village 17611 W 12 Mile Rd 557-2552 

• Livonia 33611 Plymouth Road 422-6068 

• Farmington 33611 Ptymouth Road 468-8060 

• Brighton 1-800-23-PELLA 

• Rochester 3280 Rochester Road 

• Roseville 31938 Gratiot Avenue -

• Sterling Heights 2071 15 Mile Road 

• Taylor 22119 Eureka ftni. -
• West Blaomfietd 2000 Haggerty Road 

1-7820 
293-6290 

979-7W) 

. . .187-

• Port Huron 1-000-23-PSLLA 


