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| Canton’s lot: Township Superuvi-
sor Tom Yack has a philosophical
question about the size of lots
being built on in Canton. /2A

Pilot honored: All the stops were
pulled out at Canton Place Apart-
ments Aor seniors to welcome home
Army helicopter pilot William Kel-
logg of Canton from Somalia. /3A

COUNTY NEWS

Tax affidavit: You must fill one
out to get the lower property tax
rate on your principal homestead.
Regional reporter Tim Richard
answers readers’ questions about
tax reform. /SA

Explanation needed: A Wayne
County circuit court judge should
explain his actions to the public.
/14A

SPORTS

On a roll: Make that a big-time

roll. Plymouth Canton’s basketball

team collected its sixth win in sev-
en games, and it couldn’t have
come in a more hostile environ-
ment — on the road, at defending
league champion Walled Lake
Central. /1B

A look ahead: When eight of the
state’s top 10 gymnastics teams
converged upon Plymouth Can-
ton’s gymnasium, the winner
might have been labeled the team
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' | proposal.

By M.B. DiLLON
STAFF WRITER

Plymouth-Canton school officials
are rethinking a proposal to convert
Gallimore Elementary School to a
center to house special programs for
infants and preschoolers, continuing
and special education students, Head

A proposal to use Gallimore Elementary School in
Canton for other programs, such as special education,
is being reconsidered by Plymouth-Canton school offi-
| cials. Some Gallimore parents are unhappy about the

Start and other services.

Rather than decide the issue at its
Feb. 28 meeting, the board is post-
poning action until April.

Pat O’Donnell, Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools’ executive direc-
tor of instruction, said the programs
— now based at Central Middle

School and two former elementaries
— can't be accommodated at the
Canton elementary.

“Not all the programs are going to
fit at Gallimore,” he said. O'Donnell
raised the possibility of moving just
community education and special ed-
ucation to Gallimore, “but we need to
talk about how many portables would
be there.”

Another possibility is maintaining
the status quo, allowing time for a
cross section of the district “to take a
look at this on a bigger scale. I don’t
think you can get special ed and com-
munity ed into Tanger, even if you
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school closing decision delayed

put six portables out there,” O'Don-
nell said.

Superintendent John Hoben rec-
ommended closing Gallimore and
other cost-cutting moves to address a
projected deficit for 1994-95 of $1.1
million.

Ray Hoedel, associate superintend-
ent for business, estimates $307,000
could be saved by closing Gallimore.

Complicating the schools’ financial
picture is the state’s revamping of
school finance and the upcoming bal-
lot issue on whether to raise the sales

See PROPOSAL, 3A
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Let it snow

BiLL BRESLER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Snow Busters: Ken Peterson and Chuck Lucds are members of the Snow Busters, a team of snow sculptors who took fourth

to beat in Class A. But there are ! : : A :
place in the United States Snow Sculpting Championships recently in Frankenmuth. Phil Jarski of Canton is a member of

those who are unwilling to grant ¢

 that. /1B the team. -
Artwork sparkles in winter sunshine

With love: Ifitis true that ac-
tions speak louder than words,
then Larry Detvay and Harry

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAF? WRITER

When Phil Jarski talks about
snow sculpting, he’s not talking

design would look like in snow at 8
and 10 feet tall.”

The Snow Busters’ sculptures be-
gin as ideas — usually over lunch.

Stansell have no need_ for Card?» about making snowmen or angels. side in a vintage race car. Ford Motor Co., he designs cars The three friends — Jarski, Larry
flowers and candy this Valentine’s He's talking art — but it's just as BB 2w the Wmﬁ whlhw xﬁwhm&-“wm d;nhhh Nm;(w Pﬁm&:‘f Dearbo.nd boen
. fun. snow to same — out i w
f))a‘l})’. They have shougn their love “All of the gentlemen involved in original design so team members type of precision he uses in his pro- them up. This is not a rough sketch.
y being there when it mattered this are design sculptors,” said the sculpted one rat in a vintage car. ; It’s done to scale on graph paper.
most. /1C Canton resident, whose team, Snow But standing next to the 10-tom Jarski got into snow sculpting as The final idea and final drawing will
Busters, fourth in the 1994 block of snow in Zehnder’s a fluke. He was asked to fill in for show how the team plans to sculpt

United States Snow Sculpting lot was the clay design of their origi- another member of the Ford Motor  the snow.

Championships Feb, 2-5 in Frank- nal idea. team. “What got me into it was curi-

CREATIVE LIVING

Looking back: Town & Country
Antiques Mall houses 48 dealers
with a variety of wares. /1D

enmuth.

See SNOW, 4A

Subcommittee weighs move of historic school

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

State aeronautics officials are will-
ing to listen to a proposal to move the
unused historic one-room Hough

Coller, state Bureau of Aeronautics
licensing and enforcement manager.
A subcommittee of the Canton-
Plymouth Mettetal Airport Advisory
Board is studying a request from the

“We're still in the research stages,”
said advisory board member Barbara
Bergenty, subcommittee chairwoman.
The committie also includes advisory
board member Mike Stankov, as well

moving the schoolhouse.

Bergenty said the subcommittee
has already secured offers of dona-
tions for a foundation for the school-
house, as well as a bathroom-kitchen

gﬁ::a:d- ; .e ‘D!g ([':Inurm;dmen.t gg School to Mettetal Airport. Canton Historic District Commission as resident Virginia Parker, who has and painting.
Auto . . . . . . . G nion . . .14-15A to move the schoolhouse — one of five tried to preserve the schoolhouse in T'b? schoolhouse could be used as a
Employment E,F,G ituaries 13A,5C “We have concerns but we haven't still standing in Canton — from its the past. meeting room, classrooms, perhaps
Real estate . . D,E Personal Scene. . 5G fallen down-on one side or another,” current site at Old Haggerty and War- “Now it all comes down to money,”
Index . . . . 5D,7E Sports . . . . . . 1B said Mettetal Airport manager Randy ren to the airport. Bergenty said, referring to costs of See HOUGH, OA.
Creative Living . 1D Suburban Life 1C

HERE'S HOW TO REACH US

Canton shuts door on developer in tree dispute

nett. “I guess those trees were an irritant te

BY JoANS MALISZEWSKI to roll over for this,” said Melissa McLaughlin, someone involved with the center.”
- township trustee and planning commissioner. “If I had my druthers we'd revoke the site plan
Newsroom: 489-2700 Canton officials are sending a message to the The township board disregarded the planning and let them plant some maples and when they
Fﬁ:w dﬂdmdNﬂYﬂﬁClMWﬂMC“m Wt'uwoumu.dnwdh mupwwincbﬂ(ildim)thcnw'llnin-

Newsroom Ford after two large trees were chopped plmwmmmmmhm.m state the site plan,” Bennett added.
Sports: §53-2104 down on the property, violating the site plan. nﬂ.dplmmtmmhipmlmfun- In addition to being cited for violating his site
Reader Comment Line: §53-2042 In a 4-2 vote Tuesday night, Canton trustees placing the removed trees, said Aaron Machnik, plan for the center, Naccarado has been cited for
Classified Advertising: 591-0800 revoked the site-plan approval for the center, municipal services director. An initial revised violating the township's forest preservation ordi-
Display Advertising: 591-2300 the door on developer Carmen Naccara-  site plan submitted Friday was nance. He faces maximum under the
Home Delivery: 591-0800 do's tohuomhthm.m “I'm angry. I'm absolutely outraged those trees  ordinance in both cases of 90 days in jail and a
Cadle/TV 'm - John and Ladoy opposed revocs-  came down. We worked so hard to what  $500 fine. He is scheduled for arraignment today
Weeidy: L~ tion. Naccarado was not at the mnmﬂ"“m&bmh- . A
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Size of Canton lots prompts land use debate

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
 STAFF WRITER

Township Supervisor Tom
Yack has a philosophical ques-
tion.

Should there be more areas in
the undeveloped western portion
of Canton with slightly higher
density so homeowners who want
to step up don't have to move out
of the community?

“Are we closing the door? Just
a philosophical question,” Yack
told trustees and the planning
commission Tuesday.

He threw a fly in the ointment
as planning commissioners spoke
of maintaining an R-1 — one
house per acre — designation
such as along Gyde Road on the
master land use plan now under
revision.

Township staff are hammering
out a comprehensive plan for how
the township should continue de-
veloping. But it's more than just a
revised master land use plan,
which shows potential future uses
for land. It will alse include poli-
cies for land use, as well as for

utilities, such as sewer and water,
transportation and recreation. A
public hearing is expected in
March on the land use facet of the
comprehensive plan.

Future

The final plan should be a
blueprint for protecting what the
community has while balancing
future growth with the communi-
ty's desire to maintain its stand-
ards and quality of life, said
township planner Jeff Goulet.

Yack suggested designating the

area perhaps as an R-2 — two -

houses per acre — which would
altow for homes less expensive
than those on one full acre.

“That would just decimate that
area,” said trustee and planning
commissioner Melissa McLaugh-
lin. “How many subdivisions are
we going to deal with?"

Yack said that as township res-
idents look to improve their hous-
ing, he would like them to contin-
ue to remain in Canton. If a ma-
jority of the western undeveloped
land is master planned as acre

Trees from page 1A

lots, some of those residents may
look to other communities be-
cause of the expense.

“Do we want R-1 developing as
fast as R-2 and R-3?" McLaugh-
lin asked, adding that there ap-
pears to be less R-1 designated
land than the other more-dense
districts.

Planning commissioner Tom
Sullivan again reiterated his de-
sire to plan the township as a
whole, as opposed to what he
called strips. “What do we want
in the mix in the town?" Sullivan
said. ‘“We ought to have that kind
of discussion of what is in the
mix."”

Sullivan, however, came under
fire when he suggested more of a
linear type of master planning
rather than a hodgepodge in areas
as township officials discussed
whether areas now master
planned as R-1 should be desig-
nated as rural estate because
many of the parcels are larger
than one acre.

“The question of rural estate is
a question of what we determine

the market interest to be 20 years
out and if we want that type of
development mix,"” Sullivan said.

Density questioned

Residents living, on one acre
and larger parcels, such as along
Maben Road, have said they do
not wish the land to be designated
as anything more dense, said
planning commissioner Phyllis
Johnson.

“In my opinion, life is a brawl.
It is never a straight line and pre-
scribed sequences,” McLaughlin
said. “The question is asked why
is the Maben corridor not com-
patible to R-3. Why is it not
asked why R-3 is not compatible
with Maben Road? Maben Road
was there first.”

Township clerk Loren Bennett
suggested leaving the one-acre
parcels unchanged on the master
plan. “That would add variety.
And we deserve variety,” he said.

Trustees and planning commis-
sioners informally agreed to leave
alone the R-1 designation from

in 35th District Court.

Revocation means that Nac-
carado will have to begin at
square one with the planning pro-
cess for his center. He will be re-
quired to pay application fees to
the township. Revocation also
means that planners cannot issue
certificates of compliance that
would allow building permits for
interior renovations to be issued,
according to township planning
officials. '

.Township officials are holding
Naccarado responsible even
though the center’s leasing agent,
American Commercial-Industrial

Realty Co. of Southfield, may
have removed the two silver
maples of considerable size as re-
quested by New York Carpet
World. Realtor Bernard Gordon,
who met with township building
and planning staff last week, was
not at Tuesday’s meeting.

“We are still not real clear who
did the dastardly deed,” said
township Supervisor Tom Yack.
“It’s the obligation of the proper-
ty owner to work with our plan-
ning department to come to reso-
lution of how the site plan will be
revised to be in compliance.”

Trustees Burdziak and LadJoy

expressed concern about not
being able to pinpoint who re-
moved the trees. Both wanted the
revised plan sent back to the
planning commission for review,

Naccarado is considered in vio-
lation because the two trees were
designated for preservation on the
site plan. Because of the size of
the trees, he was given credit for
them and was not required to
plant others.

In light of the tree removal,
Naccarado will now be required to
plant three four-inch diameter
trees for each tree removed and
three 2'4-inch caliper trees for the

ones he didn’t have to plant earli-
er because of the larger trees, ac-
cording to township landscape ar-
chitect Paula Preston Bratto.

McLaughlin said she wanted to
let the developer know township
ordinanees cannot be disregarded.
Preservation of the large trees was
part of the planning commission
discussion leading to site plan ap-
proval in December 1992.

“They cannot in my mind re-
place the trees that were there,”
Bennett said. “I don't under-
stand. No one can profit from the
removal of those trees."
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HOMELINE: 953-2020
» Open houses and new developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar information.

' CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900

__» Place classified ads at your convenience.

THURS
2-10

FRI
2-11

WITH DINNERS
& SPECIAL

CHINESE DESSERT
(Dine-In Only)
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CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS
OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500
» Request subS(nphons at your convenience.

EVENTS LINE: 953-2005

» Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees.

AD SITTER
» Don't talk to strangers! Let us handle the callers. At your convenience,
call in to retrieve responses from your ad. It's convenient, safe and free
with any paid classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad:
591-0900
FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904
» You can use a MasterCard. or Visa®to access the following informa-
tion from our classified ads:
* Item No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to share
an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds
Available beginning October 6 by 6 p.m. and every
Wednesday thereafter at the same time. Cost: $5.95

* Item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,
rummage sales. Cost: $5.95

« Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-
| planes, etc. Cost: $5.95

[ « Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of
automobiles. Cost: $39.95

O&E ON-LINE
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711
LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591-0903
» With a computer and modem you can log on to O&E On-Line, a com-
puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can
access
e Community events including all areas covered by our paper

e Stock quotes that are updated daily
* Associated Press news - local and natiorvd!
o Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine.

* Boardwatch magazine,a guide to on-line information services
e PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs

Sign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software. Software is avail-
able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the
Observer & Eccentric® offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay §3.

BBS HOTLINE: 953-2266
» Feel free 1o call us if you need help signing on to O&E On-Line
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one-quarter mile east of Ridge
Road west.

When people are looking to buy
acreage they aren’t looking at the
house. They're looking at having
horses, trees, maybe a barn.
“They desire to live there and
don’t desire to live in a neighbor-
hood or a development,”
McLaughlin said.

Mike Olin, president of the
Northwest Canton Homeowners
Association, offered his thoughts:
“] see a Pac-Man mentality. You
have built density around it. If
you make® it less dense, that’s
what it will become. I'm seeing &
pattern of what is happening at
Maben will happen around the
township. You're going to dense
this place up until there is noth-
ing left.”

Officials have not yet reached a
consensus on whether land in
northwest portions of the town-
ship should be R-1 or R-2, as sug-
gested by Yack.

Farm lands

Consensus was reached, howew-

e e
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Mr. Tile

Michigan's Largest
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New Selection
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S1 099 Sq. Ft

From
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Get your best price...
then call Mr. Tile

Mr. Tile Co.
Novi 348-8850

Novi Town Center
Mervyn's Court West
Mon.-Fri. 9-9, Sat. 9-5
Redford 9300 Te

255-0075

er, on designating land loosely
west of Denton and south of Ford
Road as agricultural. Though it is
less land than allowed under that
designation in the 1988 master
land use plan, it is the land that
is now being farmed, Goulet said.

The classification of farmland
came under fire in spring 1993
when many farmers received dou-
ble- and triple-digit property tax
assessment increases, due in large
measure to the land’s expected
value according to its master plan
designation.

Anyone who is interested in
seeing just what land is likely to
be reclassified as agricultural
should call the planning division
to look at a proposed map. “We'll
be glad to help them out,"” Goulet
said.

- Lara Hanson

“Now [ get B+'s
and I feel great
about myself’’

With our caring, individualized
instruction, students find their
grades and self-esteem soaring.
Help your child and call today.

462-2750

6 MILE & 1-275

r Sylvan
Learning
Center

stems

| rirmeng

[ 3 C1940 hvan

' THANK YOU, PLYMOUTH |

L FOR YOUR WARM WELCOME & |

COMPLIMENTS ON OUR CAPPUCCINO |

Q. Just what is Espresso?

A (n brewing espressa hot water under high
pressure 15 forced through a bed of finefy
ground specialty beans to extract a thick
flavorful essence in a concentrated form

| Q. How much coffee should | expect when |

} order espresso.

A Great things come mn small packages
-delicious things 100’ The best espresso is
no more than I-1'5 fluid ounces served in
a warm demu tasse cup

Q. 1 love espresso but am | getting too
much caffeine?

A The strong taste of espresso has more 1o
do with the small amount of water thats
run through the grounds than the cafleine
content The espresso brewing process
extracts less caffeine due to lower water
temps and short brewing time

Q. 'So does a dark roast bean have more
caffeine?’

| A The darker the roast the more robust the

| flavor not stronger in fact the less the

| caffeine

[ Q. "Can | still get decaf if | want?

| A You bet we do all our yummy espresso

drinks in decaf if you like

JOIN US! "SONGS & HUMOR OF THE COSMOS'
ACOUSTIC GUITAR SUN.. FEB. 13 6-9 p.m
| & "YOUNG LOVE GOING WILD"
PLYMOUTH/CANTON POETS VALENTINE SPECIAL
1 THURS., FEB. 17TH 6-9:30
FOR MORE INFO 454-0178
PLYMOUTH

| COFFEE BEAN COMPANY

| 884 PENNIMAN (NEAR POST OFFICE) |
i MON -THURS Tam-10pm
| FRI -7 a m -midnight « SAT -9 a m -midnight

SUN-9am-il0pm

1PM-2:30 PM

JAZZ PIANIST

PARISIAN COURT

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1994
THIS SUNDAY, ENJOY A
CONCERT IN THE PARK AS

EXTRAORDINAIRE BESS
BONNIER PERFORMS IN THE

NEAR OLGA'S KITCHEN

B 1 Fort

FASHIONS IN RED WILL BE
INFORMALLY MODELED BY RUSSELL'S
TUXEDOS, CASUAL CORNER AND

ELEGANZA BOUTIQUE

THE FIRST 100 PEOPLE WILL RECEIVE
A FREE CHOCOLATE ROSE

vyYyevyeye

REMEMBER VALENTINE'S DAY,
FEBRUARY 14. YOU'LL DISCOVER THE
PERFECT, HEARTFELT GIFT FOR YOUR

/‘%\VALEMTNE AT LAUREL PARK PLACE

Lol TRt - TFRace —

SIIOPPING HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 10 A.M.9 P.M. » SUNDAY 12 NOON-3 P.M.
1-279 EXPRESSWAY AT WEST SIX MILE & NEWBURGH ROADS

* LIVONIA *

462-1100
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School chief gets
mixed ‘grades’

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Midway through his three-year
contract, Wayne-Westland school
Superintendent Larry Thomas
received opposing marks from six
school board members who
graded his job performance.

Thomas’ overall ratings ranged
from the lowest possible mark,
unsatisfactory, to the highest pos-
sible mark, outstanding, in six
separate job evaluations compiled
by board members.

The school district serves ghout
300 families in southeastern Can-
ton Township.

The diverse ratings, made pub-
lic by Thomas recently, under-
score a clash of opinions that
sparked fierce disputes in recent
closed-door board sessions.

“1t makes it extremely difficult
to accomplish the job,” Thomas
said.

Though frustrated, he vowed to
continue efforts to improve the
16,500-student district, despite
board feuding that raises ques-
tions about his $110,000-a-year
job. !

“1 will continue to focus both
my energy and my ability on the
single task of improving the qual-
ity of education for all of our stu-
dents,” Thomas said. "That was
the charge I received 18 months
ago as your new superintendent. I

still take that responsibility very
seriously.”

Board feuding has raged for
vears in Wayne-Westland, and
some board observers see no end
in sight. Political infighting al-
ready forced out one superintend-
ent,. Dennis O'Neill, in 1991
Thomas was subsequently hired.

Early on, Thomas faced an
uphill battle to unite a fractured
school board and community, and
he has previously said in public
session ,that some of his critics
want to see him fail.

Split board

The latest evaluations included
one rating each of “outstanding,”
“above average, ~ ‘‘average,’
“needs improvement” and “‘un-

Gallimore closing proposal
generates a varied reaction

By M.B. DILLON

STAFF WRITER

Gallimore staff, students and

satisfactory,” The sixth ranking
fell between “average” and “above
average,” Thomas said.

Thomas didn’t link names of
board members with the evalua-
tions. However, he has tended to
draw criticism from board mem-
ber Patricia Brown, president
Francis “Bud” Winter and vice
president Mathew McCusker.
Those more supportive include
board members Laurel Raisanen,
Vicki Welty and Richard Le-
Blanc. The board’s seventh mem-
ber, Debra Fowlkes, was recently
appointed and is viewed as having
formed no political ties.

Fowlkes could play an increas-
ingly crucial role if a fourth vote

— a swing vote — is needed on
important issues.
Winter has publicly down-

played the perception that the
board is divided along political
lines.

over since Thomas' last evalua-
tion in

ed. But of the four board mem-

The board has seen some turn-

June 1993, before
McCusker and Brown were elect-

bers who reviewed Thomas before
that election — namely Raisanen,
LeBlanc, Welty and Winter —
three of them gave him higher rat-
ings this time, while one gave him
a lower rating, Thomas said.

Thomas said he received an
overall “improved" rating for:

B Displaying the values and eth-
ics of effective leadership.

® Complying with state and
board of education regulations.

B Winning the loyalty of his ad
ministrative team

® Being accessible to individual
employees.

He also cited categories that
pointed out a need for improve
ment:
B His
board.
8 Improving staff morale
B Increasing his involvement
with municipal governments in
cities that the district serves

Thomas noted that his admin-
istration has begun restructuring
Wayne-Westland's educational

relationship with the

system.

Welcome home:

man at a reception held in his honor.

Army pilot welcomed home

All the stops were pulled at
Canton Place Apartments for
Seniors to welcome home Army
helicopter pilot William Kel-
logg of Canton from Somalia.

‘] wanted him to know how
much we appreciated what he
did for this munlr}‘.” said Gin-
nie Hauck, Canton Place direc-
tor. “Through the Vietnam cri-
sis and fellas coming back and
people not giving them credit, 1
thought why do we wait until
someone has died before we
celebrate what they have done
for us.”

Not  only Kellogg's
grandmother, Iva Folts, live at
Canton Place, but many of the
residents corresponded with

does

Kellogg while he was stationed
in Somalia

To celebrate Kellogg's efforts
recently, Canton Township offi-
cials were on hand as were the
Plymouth-Canton Vietnam
Veterans and the Canton VFW.
Kellogg, who was deployed to
Somalia Aug. 15, 1993, is the
son of Roger and Nancy Kellogg
of Canton. Kellogg returned to
the United States Jan. 26, 1994

“It was an emotional night,”
said Hauck, who added that
Canton Place residents rolled
out the red carpet for Kellogg.

“It is so thrilling to be with
people who are patriotic. I think
we have a wonderful country
and 1 wanted to let Bill (Kel-

Residents at Canton Place Apartments for Seniors welcomed home Chief Warrant Officer =
William Kellogg of Canton (left), who arrived home from Somalia in January. Residents greeted the service-

logg) know how much we appre-
ciate him,” Hauck said.

Chief warrant officer Kellogg
is a UH-60 Blackhawk helicop-
ter pilot in the Team Courage
unit of the 9th Battalion, 101st
Aviation Regiment, in which he
lost a couple friends when one
of the helicopters was shot
down.

“His operation was under fire
all the time,” Hauck said. “He
was on the cutting edge. He is
<uch a wonderful young man.”

The 26-vear-old serviceman
was scheduled to return to his
permanent base at Fort Camp-
bell in Kentucky where he was
expected to be deployed else-
where.

STAFF PHOTOS BY ANN HEALEY

Patriotic reception:
Erwin Heuhart
(right), commander of
the Canton VFW Post
6967, talks with Wil-
liam Kellogg.

B ‘Some have spent their entire teaching ca-
reer at Gallimore and it's difficult for some of

members of the community are
less than enthpsed about the plan
to close Gallimore Elementary,
the school board learned at its
meeting Monday night:

Trustee Carl Battishill asked
Gallimore principal Larry Cole
what staff and students think
about the proposed closing.

Reaction is mixed, Cole said.
“Forest Trails residents who
bought in the neighborhood be-
cause of the school are upset.
There's an element of the commu-
nity that expected to move be-
cause of the opening of the two
new schools. A large group just
wants to know what's going to
happen.

“I've had students in the hall
crying because they don’t know
where they're going,' added Cole.
“Some are afraid because they
don't know where they are going
to be.”

Staffers have been professional
in accepting this, Cole said.
“Some have spent their entire
teaching career at Gallimore and
it’s difficult for some of them. If
you can show that you're actually
providing cost savings that will
prevent staff layoffs, contain
costs, and prevent the student-
staff ratio from going up, they will
do it. What they are afraid of is
wishy-washy numbers that don’t

Proposal

' tax to fund schools. If that pro-

L

posal fails March 15, the state in-
come tax will be raised. Either
way, the revenue picture looks
about the same, Hoedel says.

Board mombcnth on'I Mond;ﬁ
night ed with what to
agt ‘ssp‘rooo in “Section 17"
money that the district receives
each fall from the state but must
return each August. The state no
longer is permitting districts to
include Section 17 money among
its assets, which creates a deficit

situation for Plymouth-Canton,

them. If you can show that you're actually pro-
viding cost savings that will prevent staff
layoffs, contain costs, and prevent the stu-
dent-staff ratio from going up, they will do it.’
Larry Cole

Gallimore principal

mean anything and won't help the
district at all.”

Tom Kalis is a parent who has
researched Downtown Develop
ment Authorities, and maintains
that the schools have erred in not
obtaining the portion of DDA tax
revenues that legally belongs to
schools.

“Who isn’t aware that over $1.5
million has been taken by the
Canton and Plymouth DDAs?"
he asked the board. “How many
of you are aware it's $2.9 million
as of 19857 That money is being
used to benefit businesses. We'd
rather open schools than plant
bushes along Ford Road. Unbind
yourselves from political ties and
challenge this.”

Gallimore parent Lisa Donovan
questioned the wisdom of displac-
ing kindergarten through fifth
grade children “'so we can accom
modate daytime programs for
adults.”

state, indicating how the district
plans to get out of debt.

School board president Roland
Thomas told the board it must
decide whether to write off the
Section 17 monies over one year
or two. Trustee Jack Farrow said,
“We've been playing this shell
game for 10 years with $1 million.
One more year probably won't
make a big difference, but it
would be nice to have a clean
slate.” -

The board will draft a proposed
1994-95 budget at a Saturday
workshop set for 8 a.m. Feb. 26,

Thomas said revenue “has dis-
appeared because Lansing has

P . T

Betty Bloch, a parent who's
taught in the district, said per-
haps the board should revisit the
cuts that were made and rescind-
ed after the millage failed and
teachers deferred their raise.

“Maybe we should look at those
things first before we look at new
cuts.” she said. “Maybe we ought
to postpone the opening of Tonda
and Bentley (elementaries) and
look at this more long range.”
That would allow time for money-
saving measures suggested by the
finance sub-committee to be fig-
ured out, she added.

“1 don't think $300,000 is
enough savings to warrant all this
disruption,” Bloch said.

Bill Schaeffler approved of de-
laying the decision.

““You built two new schools, but
the population growth wasn't
there. That should teach you to go
slow and be conservative. Maybe
open one school, or none.”

dumped more expenses (retire-
ment and Social Security costs)
on us, and enrollment is some
what below what was projected.
We have a flat total elementary
population.

“Wayne State University and
Michigan State University gave
us data, but growth hasn't been
as great as we expected. We know
we have to do more to keep our
neighborhood scheols,” Thomas
said.

The district has two newly-con-
structed elementaries that were
boarded up after the millage pro-
posals failed last summer.
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snow from page 1A

even a museum. “There
is nothing like it on this side of
the community,” Bergenty said.

Developer Mel Belovicz, who
owns the school and the acreage
where it sits, wants to get rid of
the boarded-up building. He's ap-
parently willing to give it to the
airport.

“He wants us to have it now,”
Bergenty told the advisory board.
She added that Belovicz would
like it moved immediately be-
cause of the liability he faces with
vandalism and weed growth.

The Canton Township Board of
Trustees was expected to consider
waiving water and sewer tap-in
fees for the school Tuesday night
should the house be moved to the
airport. The waiver would greatly
reduce costs for the preservation
effort, Bergenty said.

“We realize that your board has
a fiduciary responsibility te your
sewer and water funds, but we're
asking for that to be blended with
your sense of community history
as well,” Bergenty wrote to the
township board. “Granting our re-
quest is not likely to set danger-
ous precedent since few historic
buildings remain available for
preservation in Canton.”

But the schoolhouse's fate re-
mains with the state and whether
aeronautics officials are willing to
have the 2,000-square-foot facility
on airport property. “We can't do
anything until the state says,
‘Here's some property,” " Bergen-
ty said.

Meanwhile, the Experimental
Aircraft Association, which has
existing headquarters at the air-
port, wants to move into a portion
of the large blue hangar — easily
visible from Lilley and Joy roads.

“There is nothing about their
proposal we don’t like,” said
Coller, who is in the process of
revising requests for proposals to
hire an airport manager and fixed
base operator, who would be al-
lowed to operate a business from
the airport, such as offering flying
lessons.

In the rebidding effort, Coller
said he would provide bidders
with a design of the hangar so
they can determine how much
space they need.

EAA pest president Doug
Shumard said the EAA would use
the space for a meeting room and
provide hangar space. Sewer and
water is not available.

“Qur goal is to get us closer to

where the action is,” Shumard
said.
If an FBO-manager bidder

wants the entire blue hangar,
Shumard said the EAA would be
back before the advisory board
and state with another plan.

Bergenty said she doesn't be-
lieve the EAA's plans will affect
the Hough preservation effort. “If
this thing goes through and we get
water and sewer hooked up, they
have the way paved. The EAA
would have to pay to connect,”
Bergenty said.

“We all share equally in the de-
sign. We work well together. We
all blend together,” Jarski said.

The Snow Busters won the na-
tional competition in Alaska in
1993. The sculpture was titled,
“Mr. Payback,” and showed a big,
Neanderthal-type man punching
a Coca-Cola machine. The sculp-
ture stood more than 10 feet tall.

Sculptures are judged on
creativity, execution and how well
the idea was conveyed. Teams
must present a sketch of what
they plan to sculpt before compe-
tition begins. But changes can be
made.

The Snow Busters also took the
state title in 1990. And Jarski has
a big People’s Choice Award in
his home. That award is deter-
mined by guests at the competi-
tion. They just pick the sculpture
they like best.

When the competition begins,
teams are given a block of snow
that is formed into a square.
Snow — scraped from roads and
parking lots — is put into a
plywood form and bolted at the
corners. The snow is loaded into
the form and packed.

“People pack it,

just like

Never be a
dirty bird.

‘N Northville Diamond Jewelers

designers and mamifacturers of affordable fine jv‘wvlru z'n'(fli()ix.s
201 East Main Street on Hutton » Downtown Northville « 348 6417

stomping on grapes,” Jarski said.
“This will guarantee the consist-
ency of the packed snow.

When the snow is packed, the
bolts and plywood are removed
and voila! — you've got a 10-ton
block of snow. Even the type of
snow is an issue. Teams aren't in-
terested in dirty snow. And not
just because it’s unattractive. The
dirt in the snow can weaken the
structure of the sculpture. And ice
is even worse.

“You just can’t have it. It’s just
too hard to sculpt,” said team
member Ken Peterson.

But the competing teams have
no choice about which block of
snow they get. It's all the luck of
the draw.

Besides designing a unique
sculpture, a good part of the
creativity and artfulness is in how
the team actually carves the
snow. It's not the same as ice
sculpting. Snow sculptors cannot
use power machinery. In fact,
they develop their own tools.

“We can use a chain with
spikes on it and we use it back
and forth. Or we use a serrated
chisel,"” Jarski said. “You can
come to competition with noth-

ing. Or a fork or spoon — any-
thing that works.”

At the championship in Frank-
enmuth, the team used a saw
made from aircraft aluminum by
one miember. They also used
hand-made scraper tools to
smooth out the snow.

The team cannot use wire or
anything else to strengthen the
sculpture. Strength is part of the
design. “When it's done it looks
like granite,” Jarski said.

Above all else though, the Snow
Busters sculpt and compete to
have fun. “We make it as fun as
possible. It’s not a do or die. It's a
social event,” Jarski said.

There's another secret to
sculpting snow. “We use the last
day for the details,” Jarski said.
“No matter how cold it is, there
will always be changes. The light
reflection can change the snow.”

In the Frankenmuth competi-
tion, the Snow Busters planned to
wait until the morning of judging
before finishing fine details. “If
you do the details too far ahead,
you'll be in trouble,” said Chuck
Lucas, a team alternate. “The sun
will eat it up.”

BILL BRESLER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Snow sculpture: Phil Jarski
of Canton won a trophy for
his snow sculpting skills. It
was awarded at the 1990
Saginaw Snow Show.

When you bowl three fully paid games
of open bowling at Super Bowl you'll get a
FREE Super Bowil T-Shirt. Just bring this ad
and present it before you begin bowling.
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Property tax exemption hinges on March 1 deadline

BY TiM RICHARD
STAFF WRITER

Great numbers of callers are
concerned — even worried —
about the affidavit you must fill
out to get the lower property tax
rate on your principal homestead.

Your concern is that you will be
taxed 24 mills, the non-home-
stead rate, instead of the lower
rate — six mills if Proposal A
pases, 12 mills if it doesn’t. You
want to make sure your home-
stead affidavit is received, filled
out and returned properly.

Q. Will every homeowner
receive this form? When?
A. Yes. In half the state, includ-

ing @akland County, it will be
mailgd by county government. In
man¥ cities, the assessor will

send it out. Elsewhere, the state
Treasury Department will send it
to you. They're coordinating ef-
forts to make sure you get one
copy — not zero, not two.

It's due in the mail about Feb
15 and is due back to your locai
city or township assessor by
March 1.

Don't panic! I've seen a sample
It takes barely a minute to fill

out. For non-agricultural home-
steads, it will ask for four bits of
information:

1. Property identification num-
ber — it's already printed on your
mailed form.

(If you use something other
than the form mailed by the as-
sessor, you'll need to fill in the
“PIN" number. In my city, it's a
12-digit number that appears just
above my name on the tax bill.)

2. Your signature and the co-
owner's (usually your spouse’s).

3. Your social security number
and the co-owner's.

4. The street address of the
property only if it's different from
where you receive your mail.

Q. If I fail to sign and return
this form by March 1, will I be
taxed 24 mills on my home-
stead?

A. The law doesn’t provide for &
“grace’ period yet, but the Legis-
lature is working on bills to ex-
tend the filing date because sc
many older folks will be in Flori-
da.

Q. My wife and I are leaving
for Florida Feb. 12 and won’t
return until March 17. Where
does this leave us?

A. Have someone forward you:
mail.

If that isn't feasible, visit your
city or township assessor and ex-
plain the situation. Take along @
copy of your property tax bill with
the PIN number. This newspaper
can't speak for 2,000 local asses-
sors, but we'll bet they let you fill
out the form in the office.

When you go to Florida, take
along a couple of blank copies for
your Michigan ‘“‘snowbird’
friends who haven’t heard about
this exemption. Watch the local
media. The state and this news-
paper will advertise the program
in Florida and perhaps Arizona.

This writer's parents are full-
year Floridians, but their next
door neighbors spend only the
cold months there and are domi-
ciled in Livingston County. When
I visit, I'll take Janet and Ed an
extra copy of the form, as a neigh-
borly favor.

For a nominal service fee, this
newspaper is offering a fax ana
mail service with the state Treas-
ury Department form, just in case
the assessor missed you somehow.
Watch this column

Q. I have two homes in south-

ern Michigan. Would I be able
to change the designation of
which is my primary residence
at a later date?

A. Yes. Fill out a new form at
the assessor’s office in the city or
township where you're claiming
primary residence.

Q. I have two homes — one I
live in and one I’'m selling on
land contract. Can the person
buying on land contract get a
homestead exemption rate?

A. Yes, says the Treasury De-
partment: “Owning means you
hold the legal title to the home-
stead or that you are buying it on
a land contract.”

Q. My husband and I are co-
owners. We have separated. He
has moved out, but I live in the
house. No divorce proceedings
:n;re been started. What do I

o

A. Ask your husband to sign
the form. If he can't or won't, visit
your city assessor and explain the
situation.

Q. Will officials check my
homestead affidavit against my
voter registration to see if they
match?

A. No, says Treasury.
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But if your city or township
asks, Treasury will run a comput-
er check of the social security
number to make sure you're not
improperly claiming exemptions
for two houses.

Q. Our new house is under
construction and won’t be fin-
ished until July 1, the date tax
bills are due. Who should file
for the tax break? Can the
builder do it or just the poten-
tial buyer?

A. The builder can't. Only the
occupant may. File your affidavit
with the assessor when you move
in July 1.

Treasury tells us not to be con-
cerned about the date. The July 1
bill will be calculated on the as-
sessment as of last Dec. 31, when
the house was largely unfinished.

Q. I own a property but don’t
occupy it. I rent elsewhere. Am
I eligible for a homestead ex-
emption?

A. No. But you're entitled to a
separate tax break as a renter.
The Treasury form says: “Renters
should not file this form, but are
entitled to a higher renters’ credit
on the 1994 Homestead Property
Tax Credit Claim that you will file
in 1995. The credit has been in-
creased from 17 to 20 percent.”

Q. Our principal housing con-
sists of two locations. Can we
claim exemptions for both?

A. It's “unlikely,” but there are
rare cases where a married couple
could be granted two exemptions.
Our Treasury contact cites a pair
where the husband works and
lives in Detroit five days a week
while the wife occupies the home
in Lansing. Each may be able to
claim one exemption.

The short answer is: “Your
homestead is where you reside the
majority of the time.”

Medical liability seminar set

A Schoolcraft College seminar
on medical litigation risk for doc-
tors and their staffs is set for 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday in Room 375
of the Applied Science Building

The fee is $89. Call 462-4448

Topies include patient aban
donment, collection policies and
procedures, laboratory testing and
results, medical records release,

informed consent, surgical follow-

up. at-will employment, and cross
training

The seminar will be conducted
by Carol Sue McCue, who teaches
medical office procedures, medi-
cal billing, and law and ethics
elasses. She is a member of the
medical advisory board of St
Clair County Community College.
She has 30 vears of experience in
the medical field
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