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Look for coupons today 
• Cut your weekly grocery bill an 
average $20 to $30 a week c l ipping 
coupons by Kel logg, Hormel. Colgate-
Palmolive and others that will be insert-
ed into today's issue of your home-
delivered Observer newspaper. 

• While you are c l ipping turn to the 
Taste section in Monday's paper for 
quick and easy recipes your family 
will enjoy. 

• Don't miss out on the 
savings. To have the 
Observer del ivered to 
your home, call 591*0500 

I N T H E P A P E R 

Report issued: The Michigan 
State Police finished their report 
Tuesday on the Jan. 15 traffic stop 
in Plymouth Township of a 
Wayne County circuit judge sus-
pected of smoking marijuana, and 
the report has been presented to 
the county prosecutor's office. /2A 

School budget: The Plymouth-
Canton school board now expects 
to have a $1.1 million budget defi-

estimated last week. /3A 
School closings: Residents un-
happy with proposed school clos-
ings and other cost-cutting mea-
sures recommended by school ad-
ministrators voiced their opinions 
before the school board at Mon-
day's public hearing at Canton 
High School. /3A 

COUNTY NEWS 
Honoree: Saundra Florek of 
Canton, a Schoolcraft College ad-
ministrator, recently received the 
Athena Award for her efforts to 
help women advance in business 
and the professions. /5A 

SPORTS 

Big wins: Salem had a lot of 
trouble putting away Farmington 
Harrison Tuesday, but the Rocks 
managed as they won their sixth-
straight WLAA game. Canton, 
meanwhile, shocked highly-re-
garded Farmington by 21 points. 
/ I B 
Double-dunk: Canton got the go-
ahead to resume competing in its 
own pool Tuesday, but the Chiefs 
didn't fare so well — Stevenson 
swamped them, 107-79. Salem 
fared no better in a non-league 
meet against Dearborn, losing 94-
92. / 3 B 
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Schools defend bus buy policy 
A retired attorney if questioning the purchase of 
school buses and their resale by the Plymouth-Canton 
schools. The company that sold buses to the district 
has been indicted. There are also questions about 
trade-in value. 

BY M . B . DILLON 
STAFF WEITX* 

The P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n school 
board and officials are being taken to 
task for purchasing buses from a 
company tha t pleaded guilty to price 
fixing. • 

Raising questions about the pur-

chases from Hoekstra Truck and 
Equipment Co. of Grand Rapids — 
amounting to $498,208 last year and 
more than $1 million the year before 
— is Ted Bohlen of Plymouth, an at-
torney retired from General Motors' 
design staff. 

"I am sure we will look into tha t 

matter," said school trustee Sue 
Feiten. "If what he said is true, there 
may be some money coming back to 
the district. I'd certainly like to know 
more about it." 

Bohlen asked why information 
about the indictment of Hoekstra 
wasn't shared with the board by its 
attorney, Errol Goldman, and district 
transportation director Dale Goby. 

Hoekstra is scheduled to be sen-
tenced Feb. 25 in the Federal Court-
house in Kalamazoo. 

Six firms named 
Charged with bilking school dis-

tricts by rigging bids for school buses 
by the U.S. Justice Department were 
six Michigan distributors. Indicted 
on felony anti- trust charges were C.R 
Equipment Sales Inc. of Lansing, 
Great Lakes Coach Sales Inc. of Por-
tage, and McFadden Corp. of Eaton 
Rapids. The three other companies, 
Hoekstra, Wolverine Transportation 
Inc. of Bloomfield Hills and Ride 
Equipment Inc. of Holland agreed to 
plead guilty, according to Kent 
Brown, chief of the Chicago office of 
the Justice Department. No manufac-

S e e BUSCS, 3A 

flood food 

Box SAMIAA/SRAVR Phovocsapheb 

A famfly matter Rose Costantino and her sons, Rich (left), Chris and Ernie, opened Rose's Restaurant A Lounge on Canton 
Center, just north of Cherry Hill, in December. 

Family restaurant: a dream come true 
BY JOANNE MALISZEWSEI 
STAT* Warm 

When you walk into Rose's Res-
taurant 4 Lounge, you've got to feel 
at home. You're par t of the family. 

"We want to give that personal 
touch. We want to make it like you 
are coming to our home," said Rich 
Costantino, one of three brothers 
who with their mother, Rose, and 
other family members, operatea the 

iw restaurant on Canton Center 
Road, jus t north of Cherry HilL 

The opening of Ross's in Decem-

ber was a dream come true. Guido 
Costantino, Ross's late husband, al-
ways dreamed at opening e restau-
rant Like h i s fsther had on the east 
side of Detroit. To the locals i t was 
called Ernie's. 

"My husband always wanted 
this ," said Roes Costantino as she 
sat in a booth rolling napkins and 
silverware for the dinner crowd 

As you might have guessed, the 
restaurant on IV* acres — where the 
family used to bale hay — Is named 
after Rose, who stlD operatea a ' 

on Cherry HiD Road by Beck. If the 
m m i Costantino is familiar, you've 
probably seen the family's roadside 
stand on Cherry Hill during the 
growing season. 

Far the longtime Canton family, 
the restaurant is truly a family af-
fair, from the foundation up. Rich 
owns another lounfs. Ernie is a sci-
sncs teacher s t Canton High School 
sod Chris is In construction. The 
building of the 160-ssat restaurant 
and lounge, including the interior 

decor, was accomplishsd by the fam-
ily. 

"We were kind of raised in the 
restaurant business. We have res-
taurants in our roots," Ernie s a id 
All the brothers pitch in. Chris, for 
Oample , gets there early. Rich 
comee in later and stays until dos-
ing. And Ernie arrives sfter school. 

When you walk in, the lounge 
with bar, bar stools snd booths is on 
the right, the main restaurant ares 

~ 4 A 

Teachers lack guidelines to report abuse 
BY M . B . DILLON 
8tatt W i 

Kristen Schneider, the parent of s 
Fsrrand Elementary School student, 
recently found herself in a dilemma 
that parents, teachers, snd others 
who work with children ere experienc-
ing with greater frequency. 

Schneider was accused of what 
turned out to be an unfounded charge 
of child neglect. She wsa upset t h s t 
the schools reported her to the De-
partment of Social Services, putt ing 

her s t risk of losing her children. 
The DSS dropped the esse. But the 

incident points u p s Catch -22 t h a t is 
befuddling local school and govern-
ment officials, snd law enforcers. 
Teschers are required by law to report 
suspected cases of child abuse if they 
have "reasonable cause" to believe 
i t 's occurring, snd the DSS is obligat-
sd to investigate. 

However, Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools don't have guidelines 
for teschers to go by. 

Schneider, of Plymouth Township, 
is looking for sn apology for the inci-
dent. It hasn't oome from the schools. 

Home alone tale 
The incident started when her 

first-grade son fibbed, telling his 
teacher thst his mother worked, and 
ths t he's left home slone for long pe-
riods of time. Hs also told teacher 
Kim Martin ths t ths bike key hang-
ing from his neck wss s house key. 

To her amazement, Schneider wss 

lster greeted on her doorstep by a 
DSS worker. T h e DSS representative 
was surprised to learn Schneider 
didn't work outside the home, and 
that she has other children. 

Schneider maintains ths t hsd Mar-
tin or principal Ann Kuhn looked s t 
her child's emergency card, it would 
have been clear she isn't s working 
mother, snd tha t her son has siblings. 

"I checked, snd there wss s line 

See REPORTS, 4 A 

Homestead form should be filed, not tossed 

SHY JOANNE! 
• m W a r m 

MALISZZWSEI 

When you get s form In your mailbox t h s t has 
sn official tax look to it, don't throw it out. Your 

Homestead Propsrty Tax Exemption form. How 
that form will f s t to your boass depends where 
you live. Plymouth snd Canton township rsei-
dsnts will f « th s form directly from ths state. 
Plymouth reeidente will receive the form from 
the city. 

"We have decided in the taxpayers' beat inter 

set to let the state send out the form," said Can-
ton Township Treasurer Blaine Kl i rhfaf t s r . 
~n»at way we will have no additional costs, 

Kirchgatter said there is little time to do oth 

ship hall or ths ssssssor 's office by March 1, 

Canton, Plymouth Township will allow 
ths state to mail t h s form or sffldavit to its reei-
dente. Residents la both communities must put 
their propsrty tax idsntifieatioo number on the 
form. Tha t number Is on ell tax bills. The form 
also ssks questions to d s t e m i n s whether sny ag-
ricultural property owned by tfee taxpayer is sii-

gible for ths exemption. 
The d ty of Plymouth is doing somsthing dif-

ferent. It will receive the state forms snd affix 
property tax identification numbers from their 

forms before mailing them to reei-

short-
ty. | f taxpayers have not received either e local 
personalised form from the d t y of Plymouth, or 
the form from the state by Feb. 1ft, they 
should cell their local officials or s ta t s ispressnt-
ativee. 

S e e TAXES, 4A 
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Local lawyers eye judgeship 
B Y KEVIN BROWN 
S T A F V W R I T * * 

One district judgeship will be 
Up for grabs in November and 
possibly two, and some local at-
torneys have announced they're 
interested in running. 

- Among those announcing so far 
a re Plymouth city attorney Ron 
"Lowe, Plymouth city commission-
er Dennis Shrewsbury, and Plym-
outh attorney Michael J. Gerou. 

Judge James Garber, who by 
year's end will have served 16 
years as 35th District judge, has 
said he will not seek another six-
year term. 

In announcing his candidacy, 
Shrewsbury said, "The district 
court is the court closest to the 
people." 

"A strong district court will 
continue to maintain the safety of 

our community. We, along with 
our children, deserve the best pos-
sible life, free from worry about 
crime. 

"We all have a responsibility to 
do whatever is necessary to en-
sure the safety of our families. I 
want to accept my responsibility 
by serving this community as dis-
trict judge," Shrewsbury- said. 

Shrewsbury, elected to the com-
mission in 1991, is a U.S. Coast 
Guard veteran and a member of 
the Vietnam Veterans of America. 

Among campaign supporters 
listed by Shrewsbury are Canton 
trustee Phil LaJoy, Plymouth 
Township trustee K.C. Mueller, 
circuit Judge Paul Teranes and 
school board trustee Jack Farrow. 

Lowe said supporters have been 
putting together a campaign com-
mittee and he'll formally an-

nounce his candidacy "the first 
part of next week." 

Among those backing Lowe in 
the race are former U.S. Congress-
man Carl Pursell, former district 
Judge Dunbar Davis, Canton Su-
pervisor Tom Yack, and past 
Plymouth mayors Mary Childs, 
Dennis Bila and Dave Pugh. 

Lowe said tha t because he's 
prosecuted cases in the 36th Dis-
trict Court for 11 years, while de-
fending clients in other district 
courts in his private practice, "I 
think I'm uniquely qualified for 
this position." 

"I think it 's given me a bal-
ance," Lowe said, adding he grew 
up in Plymouth. 

In formally announcing his 
candidacy, Gerou said, "I have 
represented clients in both civil 
and criminal matters and have 

appeared on their behalf in many 
Michigan courts, including dis-
trict, circuit, probate, juvenile, re-
corder's courts and the court of 
appeals," along with federal dis-
trict and bankruptcy courts. 

Gerou also teaches adult educa-
tion seminars on legal topics and 
volunteers time to Wayne County 
Neighborhood Legal Services. 

Candidates must file for the po-
sition — or positions — by May 
10. An Aug. 2 primary would nar-
row the field for each judgeship to 
two candidates . T h e winner 
would be elected on Nov. 8 and 
take a seat on the bench Jan. 1. 

The position pays an annual 
salary of nearly $100,000. The 
court serves greater Plymouth 
and Northville and Canton Town-
ship. 

Preservation efforts draw praise 

Prosecutor 
gets pot report 

The Michigan State Police 
finished their report Tuesday 
on the Jan. 15 traffic stop in 
P lymouth Township of a 
Wayne County circuit judge 
suspected of smoking marijua-
na, and the report has been 
presented to the county pro-
secutor's office. 

Richard Padzieski, chief of 
operations of the county pro-
secutor's office, said Tuesday 
his office would review the re-
port and make its finding "in a 
day or two." 

The investigation by state 
police and the county prosecu-
tor was sparked by the traffic 
stop of Judge Richard Kauf-
man on Ann Arbor Trail. 

Two Plymouth Township 
police officers' reports on the 

incident suggested Kaufman 
— who officers said they ap-
parently spotted smoking a 
marijuana cigarette while driv-
ing — admitted to the infrac-
tion. • 

Officers let him go with a 
warning as they had been 
called to a possible breaking 
and entering. An assistant 
county prosecutor was alerted 
to the incident by a telephone 
caller, sparking an investiga-
tion amid charges of favorable 
treatment of a judge by town-
ship police. 

The township police depart-
ment has responded that police 
are allowed discretion to let 
those off with a warning found 
to possess small amounts of 
marijuana. 

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKJ 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Canton got gold stars and 
straight A's for its first three 
years under a national historical 
preservation program. 

"We really knocked their socks 
off in developing a historical pres-
ervation strategy' through land-
use planning," said township 
trustee Melissa McLaughlin, a 
Canton Historic District Com-
mission member. 

This was Canton's first review 
by the state Bureau of History, 
which reviewed Canton's partici-
pation and adherence to the Cer-
tified Local Government program. 
It 's a national effort designed to 
improve the coordination of pres-
ervation through federal, state 
and local partnerships. 

"After three years, they come in 
and review the program," said 
Mike Ager, township resource de-
velopment manager, whose office 
>— along with the historic district 
commission — handles historical 

innovation in our land use and 
rural historic preservation district 
and the Cherry- Hill district." 

What Canton does differently 
than other communities is actual 
preservation projects, such as the 
Cherry Hill and Sheldon school-
houses. The historic district com-
mission, however, goes one step 
further by trying to review land 
use surrounding historic build-
ings. 

"If development was to occur 
around the Cherry Hill school, it 
would be annihilated. So that 's 
why we went into the rural preser-
vation zoning district," McLaugh-
lin said. 

Such a district provides guide-
lines designed to make any devel-
opment nearby complement , 
rather than overpower, a historic 
site. The township board has not 
yet adopted the designation but 
may consider i j while revising the 
master land-use plan and com-
prehensive development plan, 
which will include transpdration, 

issues. "They commended us for utilities and recreation facets. 

"It would be like a mini-master 
plan for the Cherry Hill historic 
district," McLaughlin said. 

Canton was the first township 
in Michigan to be certified as a 
local government in the national 
preservation effort, in 1990. As 
part of the program, Canton is eli-
gible to apply for federal money 
that is distributed through the 
State Bureau of History. 

"We never turn down an oppor-
tunity to bring dollars into the 
community," McLaughlin said, 
referring to the decision to be-
come certified for the program, 
which recognizes that historic 
preservation is accomplished 
through local communities. 

Canton got a grant in its first 
year of certification to do work — 
such as establishing design guide-
lines — on forming a rural preser-
vstion district. It was, however, 
denied its grant request in 1992 
for the process of getting the 
township's five remaining one-
room~scKoblhouses into the Sa^~ 
tional Register of Historic Places. 

The commission is likely to ap-
ply for a grant this year for 1995 
to hire someone to begin a histori-
cal survey for a designated part of 
the township. "It would be more 
than what they call a windshield 
survey. We would target about 20 
or so houses and buildings as po-
tential historic sites that are not 
yet des igna ted ," McLaughl in 
said. 

To be certified, the historic dis-
trict commission must meet on s 
regular basis and must have a 
historic preservation ordinance 
that is identical or companion to 
state and federal preservation or-
dinances. 

"We had to demonstrate all 
these things. We had a commis-
sion involved actively in the com-
munity," McLaughlin said. 

As a certified community, the 
historic district commission must 
participate in continuous survey-
ing of historical resources and 

which nominations are made to 
the National Register. 

Beer theft attempt 
thwarted by driver 
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Buses from page 1A 

The theft of cases of beer from a 
delivery truck in Plymouth Town-
ship was thwarted Friday when 
the thief was apparently scared 
off by the presence of the truck 
driver, according to a report filed 
by Plymouth Township police. 

Police were dispatched at 11:12 
a.m. to a church behind the 
Kroger supermarket on Ann Ar-
bor Road, after someone called to 
report a larceny in progress. The 
caller told police a white male in a 
dark jacket wearing a backwards 
baseball cap had removed cases of 
beer from the delivery truck and 
stacked them behind a nearby 

cases of beer stacked near the 
fence. The driver told police all 
the beer was accounted for. 

The investigation was closed 
for lack of leads. 

Car window smashed 
The driver's side window to a 

car parked at Plaza Lanes, 42001 
Ann Arbor Road, was broken ei-
ther late Saturday or early Sun-
day, according to a report filed 
with Plymouth Township police. 

A Redford man, 38, said the car 
was parked at the business at 5:30 
p.m., and found damaged at 3:30 
a.m. The case was closed for lack 

turers were charged. 
Besides Hoekstra, just one 

other company, Tri-County Inter-
national Trucks, entered s bid 
with Plymouth-Canton schools 
Dec. 13. Hoekstra's bid was ac-
cepted, even though its asking 
price was higher. 

Tri-County's Genesis buses 
were priced at $52,297 per unit, 
less trade-in, versus Hoekstra's 
$65,276 less trade-in. 

When the board purchased 15 
buses last February, it also paid 
$65,276 per bus. Tri-County, 
again the Bingle other bidder, 
priced units at $57,383. 

Bohlen also is questioning the 
decrease in trade-in value be-
tween Feb. 24, 1992, and Dec. 13, 
1993. 

"The Feb. 24 purchase has a 
trade-in value of $11,950 and the 
Dec. 13 bus purchase has a trade-
in value of $3,000. Why?" he 
asked at the Jan. 24 board meet-
ing. 

Selling buses 
In response, trustee Dave Art-

ley said there was a price drop. 
Bohlen wants to know what 

background in fo rma t ion the 
board received before making the 
decisions. "Ann Arbor schools 
provide their board members with 
the specifications, bid abstract, 
maintenance records, other school 
districts' experiences and com-
plete written explanations regard 

ing their recommendations to the 
board," he said. "Ann Arbor 
schools and Saline schools sell 
their used buses themselves be-
cause they get more money doing 
it that way." 

At the Dec. 13 school board 
meeting. Goby told trustees tha t 
Tri-County buses don't meet 
specifications, and that the com-
pany doesn't have a proven track 
record, as it doesn't have buses on 
the road in Michigan. 

Bohlen also is questioning 
what specifications weren't met. 

Purchases defended 
Goby defended the purchases. 

He also said he was aware of the 
indictment, but that there wasn't 
a need to share the information 
with the board. 

"I was aware of Hoekstra's in-
dictment as well as that of the 
other bus distributors in the state 
of Michigan up through 1988 for 
price rigging," he said. "Since 
they were all indicted, it makes it 
all pretty much equal. If you're 
going to buy a bus in the state of 
Michigan, you have to buy from a 

federal government, it ended in 
1988. 1 don't see that it's really an 
issue in terms of our purchases at 
this point." 

Goby said the problem with 
Genesis buses is that the engines 
are front-mounted. 

"We specified a rear engine 

with certain transmission and 
other requirements. Genesis has a 
front-engine mount," he said. "It 
also doesn't measure up to those 
s tandards . Consequently, the 
price isn't the same." 

A front-mounted engine is less 
desirable because it presents a 
hazard for the driver, he said. "It 
changes the entry configuration 
for students, it increases noise 
levels and hampers serviceability. 
We believe the rear-engine config-
uration is far superior." 

Flat-nosed buses are much 
safer from a visibility standpoint, 
larger, and have a longer life, he 
added. 

Of the district's 52 regular 
buses, 27 are rear-engine mount-
ed. The remainder are conventi-
onal front-engine mounted buses. 

Track record 
Bohlen says more than 1,000 

Genesis buses are on the road in 
Michigan and the Midwest. 

Goby says while that may be 
true, "I knew of none in the area. 
They have no proven track record. 
They're a relatively new introduc-

-tion^They-have lesspassenger ca-
pacity than what we specified. 
I've also heard they've had prob-
lems controlling them on the road 
and have had to add steel bars to 
the back to balance them out. 

"That ' s not where our current 
technology should be in terms of 
handling on a vehicle. I certainly 

BILL BRESLER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHS* 

Purchases questioned: Plymouth-Canton Community Schools are expecting delivery of 
more flat-nosed buses from Hoekstra Truck Equipment Co. Inc., a Grand Rapids firm-
to be sentenced Feb. 25 for price fixing. 

wouldn't wanTio be a test ground" 
for proving whether these vehicles 
are roadworthy or not." 

Goby says that before the deliv-
ery of the new buses in May or 
June, the district has the option 
of selling its buses to the highest 

"Bidder if it's offered more than buses," he-said. 
the $3,000 trade-in. 

"If we can sell them for more, 
we do. and we have in a number of 
instances. But the record is clear, 
it's inconvenient to do that. You 
have to have the buses available 
and walk people through the 

"We have eight buses that 
aren't traded in yet. If we can sell 
them between now and delivery, 
we get to keep the difference. We 
have some time to explore that 
market." 

TTUVW1I — - • - o- *' »• T — 

Budget deficit picture brightens for school district 
BY M . B . DILLON 
S T A F F W R I T E R 

Upon arriving, the thief had ap-
parently fled as police found six 

of investigative leads, according 
to the report filed with police. 

Observers were interested to 
learn at Monday's public hearing 
that the Plymouth-Canton school 
board now projects a $1.1-million 
budget deficit next year, down 
from $1.5 million estimated last 
week. 

Revised numbers were present-
ed by S u p e r i n t e n d e n t John 
Hoben and associate superin-
tendent for business Ray Hoedel. 

Hoedel identified health-care They 

The bad news, said Hoedel, is 
that "we've been informed by the 
state that we're in deficit because 
our fund balance went below $1 
million, we believe for the first 
time in our history." 

Factoring into the budget 
scenario is $997,853 in "Section 
17" money, given to the district 
by the state each October and 
taken away each August. 

"In effect," said Hoedel,"that 
helps their books look better, 

don' t recognize that as a 

We haven't f igure o u t h o w s h e did it, b u t 
Sharon Mason sold her automobile for much more than the list and listed price! For awhile there she was getting 
- one call every three minutes in response to her Observer & Eccentric Classified ad Join Sharon Mason and 
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coats aa a bright spot. "Actually, 
they're much leas than we budget-
ed," he said. 

Overall school expenditures 
will increase 11 percent, from 
$77.6 million to $86.2 million, ad-
justed as of Jan. 31 due to a de-
crease in the projected health coat 
budget, he said. 

The state now projects basic 
funding to be $5,566 per student, 
which will increase revenue 8 per-
cent in 1994-95, from $78.5 mil-
lion to $85.1 million. 

budget item, and they want us to 
take it off our balances. In the 
past, we have included it as an as-
set.. 

Subtracting the $997,853 from 
the schools' rainy-day fund of 
$320,549 leaves a deficit. 

Said Hoben: "We've received 
notice from the state that we are 
in deficit finance. We have a year 
to come back, and will have to 
make monthly reports to the 
state" on how the deficit will be 
eliminated. 

Hoben recommends as a mon-
ey-saving measure the closing of 
Tanger, Starkweather and Galli-
more elementary schools. Tanger 
and Starkweather house special 
programs; Gallimore serves Can-
ton's Forest Trails subdivision 
and neighboring areas. 

The extent of cutbacks neces-
sary will depend on how much the 
district ends up with in its fund 
balance, and on how much it re-
ceives in per-pupil revenue from 
the .state. Hoedel said. 

Hoben recently called for the 
possible closing of Lowell Middle 
School, currently leased from 
Livonia. He's backed off that 
stance since administrators con-
ducted a student housing study. 

Dave Rodwell, administrative 
assistant for research, said, "We 
recommend we don't go to four 
(from five) middle schools. It 
would be too difficult to house 
students and still have reason-
able capacity." 

The administration does sup-
port the closing of Gallimore, 
Starkweather and Tanger, and the 
moving of the Talented and Gift-
ed (TAG) program from Allen to 
Miller Elementary. 

Dale Goby, director of transpor-
tation, said "significant savings of 
about $150,000" can be realized 
by closing Gallimore and opening 
the two new Canton elementaries, 
Tonda and Bentley. "The number 
of walkers to Tonda will be 584. 
and there'd be 199 walkers going 

-ttj—Dentlev—who—currently— 

to Gallimore are walkers who 
would now have to be bused," he 
said 

Goby also supports moving 
TAG out of Allen, which is on 
Haggerty Road. "At dismissal, 
buses have to wait, creating a 
dangerous situation at best. In 
bad weather, it's even worse. Mil-
ler is in an area where we can 
more easily accommodate buses. 
There's a larger-parking area and 
driveway, and it*6 in a subdivi-
sion. Also, it's closer to the center 
of th« district." 

that some elementaries are "get-
ting close to capacity, creating sit-
uations that are potentially very 
chancy." 

Trustee Barbara Graham said. 
"On the elementary level, I would 
like to have more information on 
how this will affect school pro 
grams. It 's easy to say you can do 
this or we can do that. But what 
effect will it have?" 

The board will meet at 7 p.m 
Monday, Feb. 7, at Canton High 
School's Little Theater to contin 
ue its public hearing on redrawing 

to—Uentlev—wt*o—current w n m . •" r v < . , . 
bused. About 126 students going Trustee Les Walker cautioned the elementary school boundaries 

School closing proposal 
raises wrath of parents 
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Residents unhappy with pro-
posed school closings and other 
coat-cutting measures recom-
mended by school administrators 
voiced their opinions before the 
Board of Education at Monday's 
public hearing at Canton High 
School. 

The public hearing will contin-
ue at 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 7, at 
the high school's Lit t le Theater. 

Terrance Madick of Forest 
Trails subdivision isn't happy 
with the proposal to close Galli-
more Elementary. Given the dis-
ruption students would face, "1 
feel we owe it to students to make 
sure revenues and expenditures 
are as accurate as possible," he 
said. 

Madick noted fluctuations in 
the forecasted 1994-95 student 
population and per-pupil founda-
tion revenue. "I 'm an alumnus of 
Plymouth-Canton schools and a 
parent. I've always been proud of 
the district and I don't want to 
see c u r r e n t s t u d e n t s 
shortchanged because of improper 
budgeting." 

Central Middle School parent 
Annette Schaeff ler suggested 
mov ing t h e T a n g e r a n d 
Starkweather programs to Bent-
ley instead of Gallimore so stu-
dents won't have to move. 

Craig Van Vliet did some budg-

eting on his own. "You asked for 
alternative proposals, so here's 
mine," he said, adding that, "I 
don't think it's fair to close 
schools and move kids when 
you're using busing costs that 
can't be verified." 

Van Vliet calculates that the 
district could realize a surplus by 
closing Lowell and Starkweather 
and taking other measures. 

Dale Engel, who has two chil-
dren at Miller Elementary, said 
the board won't conquer its finan-
cial problems until it addresses 
the cost of salaries and fringe 
benefits, which amount to 85 per-
cent of the budget. 

"Have we gotten estimates on 
privatizing and co-pays?" he 
asked. "There are six depart-
ments (employee groups) still 
negotiating, and it's almost Feb 
ruary. I 'm paying the bills for all 
this, and we are being left out of 
this process. I don't see any im-
provement on lowering the costs 
of running this school district." 

Superintendent John Hoben re-
sponded, saying Plymouth-Can-
ton gets "a pretty good bang for 
the buck. Ann Arbor has 12,000 
studenta; we have 15,000. They 
have a $109 million budget. We 
operate on $76 million." 

Foreat Trails parent Mark Ste-
vens complained that an orga-
nized group of subdivision reei-
denta has waited weeks for an-

swers to its financial and housing 
questions. "We are a third of the 
way through the (budgeting) pro-
cess, and we've gotten no answers. 
How do you expect us to partici-
pate in a meaningful way and 
present alternatives if we are one 
or two weeks behind on the infor-
mation curve"7" he asked. 

Mary Ann Murray said the Tal-
ented and Gifted program already 
has been moved once. "I urge you 
to consider what's going to hap-
pen to the socialization of these 
children. I don't aee how can you 
make long-term plana without a 
lot more information." 

Trustees had a few questions as 
well. 

Barbara Graham would like to 
see district-wide busing revisited 
to minimize the miles studenta 
travel. Also, she said, if the dis-
trict is someday no longer able to 
lease Lowell Middle School from 
Livonia, "we'd be looking at a 
bond issue for a middle school." 

Board president Roland Thom-
as said, "We haven't talked about 
it, and I'm not sure it would be 
feasible." 

Trustee Sue Feiten asked how 
art and music classes will be ac-
commodated with the proposed 
reconfiguration. 

Longtime Plymouth businessman dies 

l 

Private Mineral services for J o 
eeph L. Hudaoci, 83, a longtime 
real aetata broker in Plymouth, 
wili be at 12:30 p.m. Saturday at 
t h s Bver iss-Wagley Funera l 
Horns, Adrian. 

Mr Hudson died Tuesday at 
Plymouth Court nursing home. 
H* was born Aug- 21, 1911, in 
Adrian, and moved to Plymouth 
in 1932. At first, ha worked aa a 
butcher, but later entered ths real 

eetate business. 
"Ha was a broker snd did com-

mercial, residential, b u t . h i s rani 
love was agricultural," said Joyce 
Finney, a daughter from Plym-
outh. 

He founded J.L. Hudson Real 
Esta te about 26 years ago, said 
hia wife, Lenore Hudson. "He 
never really admitted ha had re-
tired even though he hadn ' t bean 
in the office for a while." 

La* 

Otbtr 
sons, John and Richard; seven 
grandchildren; Aftd O f t f p w t -
grandchildren. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the New Focus Commu-
nity Church, 409 Plymouth Road, 
Suite 100, Plymouth 43170. 

Burial will be in Oakwood 
Cemetery, Adrian. 
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•> drawn through my old work num-
> ber. It was obvious I don' t work," 

ahe said, adding that it was plain 
to see that the tiny key around 
her son's neck wasn't a house key. 

State Sen. Robert Geake, R-
Northville, rallied to Schneider 's 
defense in a letter to the editor 

~ and suggested that the schools es-
tablish guidelines for employees. 

Guidelines and teacher training 
- sessions may be the outcome of 

some brainstorming by Plymouth 
Township police Chief Carl Berry, 
Plymouth-Canton Communi ty 
Schools director of instruction 
Pat O'Donnell, and DSS repre-
sentatives. One such meeting al-
ready has taken place. 

More complaints 
Geake said legislators are be-

coming increasingly concerned 
about the number of complaints 
from parents being investigated 
for child abuse based on the flim-
siest evidence. 

"The child-abuse reporting law 
makes it clear that a teacher or 
other person making a report 
must have 'reasonable cause' to 
suspect child abuse or neglect be-
fore making such a report," he 
said. "Anyone who makes such a 
report without even a cursory at-
tempt to verify- the facts cannot 
establish that they had reason-
able cause and leaves himself and 
his school or agency open to suit ." 

Geake added that it's no secret 
that reports of child abuse are ris-
ing. "What is not well-known is 
that while the number of reports 
has been rising, the number of 
cases substantiated after investi-
gation has been falling, so tha t 
now less than one-third of them 
turn out to be valid." 

Not only do invalid accusations 
outrage the falsely accused, but 
they cause a devastating drain on 
resources, preventing children 
who do need protection from get-
ting it, the senator added. 

Berry sees the issue from both 
sides. 

No options 
"By law, teachers don't have 

any other options. They found out 
the kid lied, and the parent 
should take a hard look at the kid. 

"Sometimes children have very 
vivid imaginations," the police 
chief said. "Do you take the 
chance on not believing the child 
and have the child turn up seri-
ously injured or dead? You have 
to protect the child, and secondly 
the family as much as possible, 
but you have to follow the law in 
doing it. 

"That requires that the DSS be 
notified within 72 hours after a 
suspected case of child abuse is 
identified. 

"If someone didn't look out for 
her child," added Berry, "Mrs. 
Schneider would be equally em-
barrassed, upset and angry, and 
rightfully so. Jus t because DSS 
comes out to talk to someone 
doesn't mean you're a horrible 
criminal." 

Maybe there is another way it 
could have been handled, he said. 

"I agree with her tha t maybe we 
need to review the process, and we 
are doing that with the school 
system and with the DSS. We're 
going to look at a better way of 
handling it, or at least at a more 
efficient way, so people don't get 
embarrassed." 

Schneider said she won't sue, 
even though she contends she has 
reason to. She charges that school 
e m p l o y e e s a d m i t t e d t h e y 
shouldn't have called DSS. 

"I 'm sure I have the grounds, 
but I don't feel I want to do that. I 
don't want to hurt the schools, or 
take any money that would go to 
education," she said. "I 'm upset 
they don't have funds for books. 
They're lucky. The next parent 
might take them to court " 

is to the left. A single red 
long-stemmed roae simply de-
corates each table complete with 
white tablecloth. Of course, each 
table also has a white paper cov-
ering with an ample supply of 
crayons should you feel artistical-
ly inclined. 

The light-mauve walls trimmed 
in black wood are dotted with 
family pictures, including Rose 
and Guido's wedding pictures. 
Along one wall of the restaurant 
is a mirror decorated with a frost-
ed rose and name of the restau-
rant. 

"We wanted to go with a logo 
throughout the whole place," 

Rich said. "We didn't want the 
same old look. We wanted the 
warm effect." 

The restaurant offers diners a 
variety, including steak and ribs, 
chicken, seafood, burgers, sand-
wiches, salads and appetizers, not 
to mention the pastas for which 
Rose is famous. She brings her 
culinary expertise to the restau-
rant, She's in charge of making 
the sauces and lasagna. 

The menu was developed by the 
family and the restaurant's Chef 
Tom. Ask what are the specialties 
and Rich immediately names the 
lasagna priced at $7.50, the angel 
hair provencale at $8.95, chicken 
fettuccine, $8.95, and baby back 

ribs at $8.95 and $12.95. 
On second thought, Rich says 

everything on the menu is a speci-
alty tha t will appeal to all tastes. 
"I wanted a variety. We know 
what we like when we go out. We 
wanted to touch everyone's taste 
buds," he said. 

Rose's also offers prime rib, a 
variety of steaks, a fresh catch of 
the day and four types of chicken 
dishes. Do not forget the home-
baked bread served in a slim 
white paper bag that 's delivered 
to your table. 

Turn over the menu and you'll 
see more of the Costantino family. 
Pizza — Guido pizza named after 
the brothers' father, and Frances-

ca pizza, named after their, grand 
mother — immediately catches 
the eye and taste buda. 

"The nice thing is this is a fam-
ily-owned restaurant. If there's a 
complaint, they can come to us," 
Ernie said, adding that Chris 
wife, Diane, not only helps him 
with the books, she's often the 
hostess. 

What the brothers want most of 
all is for their patrons to have fun 
when they get to Rose's. Already 
they've noticed return customers 
— some 10 and 12 times. "A good 
sign is we never find a take-out 
box left behind on the table," 
Rich said. 
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"We don't have a supply of 
them yet," said Jill Costello in 
state Rep. Deborah Whyman's 
office. "We will try to get some of 
the forms." 

There's still no answer yet on 
what homeowners who are out-of-
town, as in Florida for the winter, 
should do, Costello said. 

The form is important because 
the two school finance proposals 
include special new tax treatment 
for owner-occupied homesteads. 

The constitutional plan, which 
will be on the March 15 ballot will 
exempt homesteads from the 18-
mill local school district opera-
ting tax and will be subject only 
to the 6-mill state education tax. 
In districts tha t will levy supple-
mental millage to maintain per 
pupil revenue of more than 
$6,500, the millage will be levied 

• I f t a x p a y e r s h a v e n o t r e c e i v e d e i t h e r a l o c a l 
p e r s o n a l i z e d f o r m f r o m t h e c i t y o f P l y m o u t h , o r 
t h e b l a n k f o r m f r o m t h e s t a t e by Feb. 15, t h e y 
s h o u l d c a l l t h e i r l o c a l o f f i c i a l s o r s t a t e rep re -
s e n t a t i v e s . 

first on homesteads only until the 
18-mill level is reached, then will 
be levied on all property, accord-
ing to Republican Caucus mem-
bers. 

The statutory plan is a backup 
should the ballot proposal fail. 
Under the plan, homesteads will 
be exempt from the 12-mill state 
education tax and will be subject 
only to the 12-mill local school 
district operating tax. Supple-
mental millage in the over-$6,500 

districts will be levied on home-
steads in the same manner as un-
der the constitutional plan, ac-
cording to the caucus. 

The forms are necessary be-
cause the existing property tax 
system has no mechanism for 
identifying owner-occupied home-
steads. The state is making it the 
responsibility of the homeowners 
to file the form or affidavit claim-
ing the homestead exemption. 

Public Act 331 of 1993, which 

creates the state education tax, 
provides that for a homestead to 
be exempt from the 18-mill local 
tax under the constitutional plan, 
the owner must file the affidavit 
by March 1. 

Efforts are under way to change 
that deadline to allow time for 
communities to get organized and 
to give taxpayers time to respond. 
But right now there is no legal au-
thorization to honor exemption 
claims filed after the deadline. 

Under existing law, a home-
stead will be taxed at the 24-mill 
rate in 1994 under either the con-
stitutional or statutory backup 
plan if the form is not filed by-
March 1. These homesteads 
would not be exempt until 1995 
taxes are levied, and then only if a 
claim was filed by March 1, 1995. 
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S'craft director says honor is shared 
BY JULIE BROWN 
8 T A T T W E T T E * 

Saundra Florek's responsibili-
ties at Schoolcraft College include 
fund-raising, marketing and col-
lege publications. She didn't, 
however, study communications 
in college. 

Florek, the community college's 
director of institutional advance-
ment, earned a bachelor's degree 
in business administration from 
Penn State University in 1962. 
She taught high school general 
business courses from 1962 to 
1964 in Rochester, N.Y., then 
received a scholarship and re-
turned to Penn State, earning her 
master's in guidance and counsel-
ing. 

Throughout her career, the 
Canton resident has worked to 
promote opportunities for women 
in business and the professions. 
She recently received the 1994 
Athena Award from the Livonia 
Chamber of Commerce, in recog-
nition of those efforts. The annual 
award is co-sponsored by First of 
America and Oldsmobile. 

Florek, who was nominated by 
fellow chamber volunteer Mary 
Martin, found out about her 

award during Christmas break. 
"I was really excited," she said. 

"I just floated through a few 
days." *• 

During her acceptance speech, 
Florek, the new president of the 
Livonia Chamber of Commerce, 
emphasized that such honors 
aren't earned alone. 

"There are a lot of people who 
are deserving of this award. It 's a 
shame tha t everybody doesn't get 
honored equally." 

She also spoke Jan. 20 about 
the need to end stereotyping and 
provide opportunities for all. 

Florek, whose nickname is 
"Sam," has been with Schoolcraft 
since 1967. She began at the col-
lege as a counselor and also 
taught business courses part 
time. 

Those included a course for 
women who wanted to start their 
own businesses, along with a 
math anxiety course with a pre-
dominantly female enrollment. 

"We weren't encouraged to take 
math and science when 1 went to 
school," said Florek, who wrote 
her master 's thesis on career 
choices for women. 

Her mentor at Schoolcraft has 

been Richard McDowell, college 
p r e s i d e n t . Women m e n t o r s 
weren't common when Florek be-
gan her career, although she en-
joys serving as a mentor for 
younger women. 

The path that brought her to 
Michigan includes time as a so-
cial worker after she got married. 
Florek began work on her doctor-
ate in school administration at 
the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, but didn't finish that de-
gree. 

Husband Robert's engineering 
job brought the couple to Michi-
gan in 1966. He now works for 
GSE in Farmington. They have 
no children or pets. "It gives me 
all this time to do other things," 
she said with a smile. 

In her younger days, she inter-
viewed for and was offered jobs in 
business. Florek found employers 
planned to pay her less than a 
man doing the same job. 

"They expected me to do the 
same amount of work, maybe 
more. I was fortunate in that I 
taught and found out I love-it." 

Florek's work at Schoolcraft in-
cludes includes overseeing the 
college's foundation. In 1983, tha t 
included some $17,000; it has 
since grown to more than $2 mil-
lion, and more than half a million 
dollars was raised last year. 

Most of that money goes for 
student scholarships. Florek gets 
to meet some of the scholarship 
recipients and finds that reward-
ing. Some of those former stu-
dents have begun to make contri-
butions of their own. 

"This is a job in which one 
would never be bored, so tha t ' s 
perfect for me." Her only regret is 
there aren't enough hours in the 
day. 

Florek became Livonia Cham-
ber of Commerce president the 
same evening she received her 
Athena Award. 

Florek served as Plymouth 
Community Chamber of Com-
merce president in 1987, and has 
continued to participate in those 
chamber activities, along with 

JIM JAGDfrELX>/STAFF PMOTOGKAPWEH 

Athena Award: Saundra Florek accepts her award, given 
by the Livonia Chamber of Commerce to honor those who 
help women advance in business and the professions. . 
"That night was definitely a peak experience for me, it 
really was," said Florek, a Canton resident and School-
craft College administrator. 
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Exper ience t h e w o n d e r of w in te r 
in a fur f r o m Hudson 's . Du r ing our 
Win ter Fur C learance, you ' l l find 
an u n p r e c e d e n t e d g a t h e r i n g of 
the season's m o s t sty l ish looks in 
rich, w i n t e r y shades. You' l l also 
f ind u p d a t e d vers ions o f t h e 
classics, an e x c i t i n g range of fur 
and leather, fur o u t e r w e a r and a 
huge co l l ec t i on of beaut i fu l l y 
des igned mink coa ts all at 
inc red ib le savings. 

A n d as a lways, w e wi l l make 
s h o p p i n g easier w i t h special 
services t a i l o r e d t o your needs 

Take advantage of our extended 
cred i t t e r m s Ask your sales 
associate a b o u t special paymen t 
plans us ing our H o m e account or 
our i n te res t f r ee 6 - M o n t h Club 
A c c o u n t . P ro tec t t h e beauty of 
your fur A l l o w us t o enro l l you in 
our exc lus ive fur main tenance, 
s to rage a n d insurance p rog ram, 
"The P la t i num A d v a n t a g e " It 
works . 

Sa*0>n FuT* Tot*' iXMt* M". Hudto** * 
400 All fur* to fchov. c&uniry o* 0"g»̂  
of imposed *\jr\ 

H U D S O N ' S 

New Morning School 
To G r a d e 8 Parent C o o p e r a t i v e 

Open House/Student Museum 
Auction Preview 

S u n d a y , F e b r u a r y 6 , 2 - 5P M 

Please phone 4 2 0 - 3 3 3 1 to register. 

14501 Haggertv Rd.. Plymouth. Ml 48170 (N of Schoolcraft) 

New Morning School, state certified since 1V73. does not 
r^thm^ongin^ 

Sometimes, 
the lapses 

in her memory 
were worrisome! 
A fami ly m e m b e r d e c i d e d to 

C A L L I - 8 O O - 6 8 2 - M O O D 

to qual i fy for a FREE research p r o g r a m 
Bv pa r t i c ipa t i ng a s an ou t -pa t i en t in an A l z h e i m e r ' s 
D i sea se r e s e a r c h s t u d y , s h e rece ived phys i ca l & m e m o r y 
e v a l u a t i o n s , l a b t e s t s , a n E K G . i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l 
m e d i c a t i o n s . & m e d i c a l follow-up? 

If YOU are over 5 0 and su f f e r ing f r o m A l z h e i m e r ' s 
Disease , the s ide e f f e c t s of a n t i d e p r e s s a n t m e d i c a t i o n s , or 
D e p r e s s i o n or Pan ic cal l today . 

R o b e r t J . B ie l sk i . M.D. D i r e c t o r 
Practitioner. Rc»e*ixher. and Teacher since 1976 

F a r m i n g t o n Hi l l s 

ALZHllMtB's 
t <*<>ot> 
DtsnKDtKs 

iXSTITl'TE 

Brighter Tom morrows Through Investigational Research 

It's Your Winning Number. 
You can i lose with new Wear Dated 'i"u 

Carpet Because if you change your mino. 
we'll change tne carpel That s right we !i 
replace t. v»ear Dated li,M features a 30-aa> 
no-Questions asked replacement warranty • 
Anc with 30-something colors to crioos* 
from your winning lumber is "II ' Pius 
Wear Dated tt'M ">as bee" "toug^ tested" >n 

romes ' Ui- ylu'5 5 SaCkSfl S. 
Dest war-anty in tne business 
ia»e it for a test »a* today at 
Innovative Floor Covering 

WEAR-DATED t 

CARPET1 
A 

Y 

B R O A D W A Y S H O W T I M E LEADING LADY 
n«g $12 9S — Bag $20.96 $15 95 

S a l e S a l e S a l e 
•10.50 ' 1 6 . 7 5 ' 1 2 . 7 5 SQ *a 

carpm only 
S<J * a 

carpo< onty 
SQ *a 

carpet only 

11 Rich, 11 Thick, 11 Colorful 
It's II Good To Be True 

Sale Good Ttoru 2 - 1 4 - 9 4 

a t, a v i i 
QUALITY • VALUE • SERVICE 

13250 Nwtugft Road • Uwna • (1 Block S of 1-96) 

9 5 3 - 4 1 0 0 
i , TK F 9 Jfl aJL - WW pjn. 

KOO« c o v u m o T, W. S*. £30 AJH.-5JC pjn>: CUBED SUNDATS 

0 ^ % ^ © 
for your 

HEARTS DESIRE 

' TtteJ 
'"titan 

C*ixu Kiricru • Lhcr«»>c<J Ie<W« • N«o 
& (.ofairn Hmono b» lJ»dro • Cuno 
ClNrictl • Ooll Purn.lure • D»ncr 
Kn.notin« • Pjnncn .n Iram 

Blown OIjm • l>***l »m«ef 
mij|fc. • Rj>kc» Heart • Rum Troll* • Anr 

r *• Cjr.it!• trv»ul • Ian tu«an 
iji > <»-» • Hunwncb • frcc««M Mnmrnn • 

jljjiold • Muu. IW.«c» • (c«*clr* • Amitcr/l1 

Utnumrr Hultjri Untb 
lltj>wi Ijne Conn* 

/ y/tu(y 
6o /feetif*fes, <C//U 

30175 Ford Rd 

4 2 1 - 5 7 5 4 
Hour* Hon -*rl IOl"iSp» 

SM 10 • m -J 

W x k s h o p M 

S T . M \ K > H O S P I I \ l 

T h e maternity program has 

changed at St Mary 

Hospital. \Xc asked you 

w liat yon wanted in 

childbirth, and w e listened. 

Voii said you wanted privacy 

for yourself and your 

Single Point Ministries 
Ward Presbyterian Church 

(313) 422-1854 

ASemmarjbr 

Divorced and 

of All Ages 

Wat*? Lmkr. Hd Om0 
Seren Tkvwtay 

Petrarr 10 Ifarcfc M, 1&4 
7 j 0 6 p J L * E M B M 
17000 Tu 

( t f t t i 

• 3 5 Ot d 

faimlv Now all our rooms 

are private 

Your needs come first 

You said you wanted family 

and fr iends to visit at your 

i t *i\tTticTXv S ) visiting I* *irs 

are determined by you. 

Vi *i .isked d fatliers could t i y 

tlx night Now they can. 

Y o u w a n t e d m o r e 

c o m f o r t a b l e s u m M a n d i n g s 

for l a b o r a n d b i r th O u r 

n e w la I* * -del ivery - reixA-erv 

( L D R ) r t x x n s a r e ful ly 

e q u i p p e d w i t h tlx* latest 

b i r t h i n g b e d s a n d o t h e r 

e q u i p m e n t f o r b i r th . A n d 

t h e un i t js d e c o r a t e d t o h e l p 

• 

prr Aided at St Maty Hnap ta l di recuSr a n d n u r s e d i r e c t o r pui you at cas t 

W E RE CHANGING 
MATERNITY AT 
ST. MARY HOSPITAL 

, homelike atmosfj^xre 

More changes 

Your desire for the 

possible can* has resulted in 

advanced training fnr c*ir 

nurses And a new physician 

We even have a new name. 

Miracle <tf lift- SUtlentih-
(JerUer 

b u t o n e t h i n g h a s n ' t 

c h a n g e d . T h e v x m t e n i a n d 

p e r s o n a l c a r e w e ' v e a l w a y s 

T o l e a r n m o r e a b o u t t h e 

c h a n g e s in <xir Miracle of 
life Maternity Center call 

3 1 * - 5 9 1 - 2 8 8 2 f o r a f r e e 

l n o c h u r c . | X T * 4 i a l t o u r , o r 

p h y s n n a n re fe r ra l 

St. M a r y H o s p i t a l 
36475 Five Mi le Road 

Livonia, M i c h i g a n 48154 

313-991-2882 

St. Mary Hospital is affiliated 
- - '«*- n « I I iMiii ml 
unrn vyuium f*riur>h »n riir*ptun 

\ 


