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C 1964 Suburban Commumcations Corporation

Board discusses secrecy in secret

: ThePlymouth—Cmton.choolburddimndeomed-

. Look for coupons today
« Cut your weekly grocery bill an .

average $20 to $30 a week clipping
coupons by Kraft, General Mills, Kodak |

L3

identities will be publicized. to discuss in closed session legal

and others that will be inserted into ‘
today's issue of your home-delivered '
Observer newspaper. -

ingthenamuofwhoolmpeﬁnundutandidlm—
and the board went into “executive session” for the
talk. One trustee said the board wants to balance pub-

The state’'s Open Meetings Act,
adopted in 1976, requires meetings of
public bodies such as school boards
to be open to the public except for

opinions in cases where a lawsuit has
not been filed or threatened, whieh
was the situation Thursday. The act
says a board may conceal the name of

-

By M.B. DILLON
Starr WRITER in

The Plymouth-Canton Board of
Education discussed in closed ses-
sion whether it should keep secret the
names of individuals applying for the
job of Superintendent John Hoben,

specific exemptions which may be
discussed in “closed session,” not
open to the public.

The law permits boards — follow-
ing a two-thirds roll-call vote — to go
into closed session to discuss pending
litigation. No one has filed suit over
the confidentiality question.

There is no specific provision un-

a job candidate who requests it.
Violations of the act are punishable
by a fine of up fo $1,000.

Board

“One of the things all three con-
sultants said is that it is going to be
difficult to recruit the best qualified

* While you are clipping turn to the ;
Taste section in Monday's paper for ’
quick and easy recipes your family :
will enjoy.

lic interest with finding the best applicant.

The board reviewed a legal opinion

“executive session” Thursday
night on whether the names of appli-
cants should be withheld until final-
ists are chosen, as recommended by
consultants. Consultants interviewed
by the board have said quality candi-

e Don't miss out on the
savings. To have the
Observer delivered to

your home, call 591-0500.

INTHE PAPER

TODAY

Out of race: Carl Pursell has an-
nounced his withdrawal from the
U.S. Senate race, citing the ex-

pense of running a Senate cam-
paign. /3A

Scenic road: At long last, are- *
quest for natural beauty road des-
ignation by the Northwest Canton
Homeowners Association has
reached Wayne County. /3A

- STREET SCENE

Just folks: During the last 25
years, The Ark has launched the
careers of several folk artists. This
month, the venue will benefit from
the Ann Arbor Folk Festival. /8A

Low-fat desserts: “Have Your
Cake and Eat It, Too.” Baker Su-
san Purdy explains how. /1B

Super supper: The busy Watts

family of Plymouth relies on tried
and true recipes. /1B

l ville merge police departments as a
way to provide better police protection ——

and to eventually save taxpayers

| money. However, the study cautions

| that a full merger would face stiff

| political opposition.

| Would you approve of a full merger of
the police iiePanments? ' ‘

| 953-2031 9532033 |

who will retire in June.

dates won't apply if they know their

der the Open Meetings Act for boards

See SEARCH, 2A

" 4. Hot food and drinks

. 8.

'L

8. Major carving displays - professional and student te
6. Central parking structure - individual professional and
7. Sideways - cake decorating and hot drinks

Westchester Mall - decorated cake and gingerbread house contests

| 4. Plymouth Historical Museum - Santa Claus a Tradition exhibit
1 2. The Grange YMCA cards and collectibles show, 273 S. Union St.
3. First of America - Fantasy Land in The Gathering and The Wild Wild West exhibits

T Street sculptures line Penniman, Forest, Main and Ann Arbor Trail

am competitions (Friday, Saturday and Sunday)
student carving competitions (Saturday and Sunday)

Fest has

a fresh
new look |

By M.B. DILLON
Starr WaITER

tions, which draw millions of spec-
tators. Fortunately, Michigan lovers
of the art form don't have to travel
to the Orient.
Beginning Wednesday, they can
instead come to Plymouth, where
ice carvers from the U.8., Europe
and Asia will compete for prize
money while transforming 400-
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State vows not to shift runway at Mettetal

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
StaFF WRITER

Cross his heart. Michigan Aeronau-
tics chief Bill Gehman says the state

has no intention of shifting the run-— airpert

way at Mettetal Airport.

“We agreed not to do that. And we
don’t intend to do that,” Gehman
told concerned residents and the
Mettetal Airport Advisory Board.

Michigan Aeronautics Commission
Director Gehman and several of his
associates drove through heavy snows
Thursday night to reassure residents

that a proposed shift of the runway
can be removed from a list of airport
improvements.

Gehman was asked to attend after

manager Randy Coller, state
Bureau of Aeronautics licensing and
enforcement manager, included shift-
iuth-mnmmfutmthup‘n
o(.lon(-urmpmpoudphninurly
December.

At the time, Coller said some prop-
erty — a remainder of parcel 12 south
of the airport — would have to be
purchased for the shifting.

Coller's action reopened old
wounds for many area residents, par-
ticularly those involved with Con-
cerned Citizens, which has monitored
the airport’s status over the years, as
well as airport board member Mike
Stankov of Plymouth Township.

“To even show this in writing as a
plan shows bad faith,” Stankov said.
“Why is it even a plan?”

When the state bought the airport,
an agreement between the state and
township included a prohibition on
any expansion of the runway unless

the state received approval from the
Canton Township Board of Trustees.

“The township board has no inten-
tion of changing that,” said board
member Elaine Kirchgatter, Canton
Township treasurer.

Coller said he created the improve-
ments list from suggestions offered by
a variety of people, including pilota.
“I was looking at this thing as things
to do that cost money,” Coller said,
adding that he then took out certain

See METTETAL, 3A

Advisory meeting

Road.

The Canton Homeowners Advisory Council will
meet at 7 p.m. today in the employee lounge at
Canton Township hall, 11560 8. Canton Center

Tonight's discussion includes the council’s by-

ter M:

CANTWON

” with Dr.
McAuley Health Center at the group’s monthly
meeting at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 12. The forum

Catherine Wilkerson of

MAX Crosaroads Inc., Canton, will share how per-
referrals and

Wu-.—maﬂ.&“w
m"T.ad
gan, Tuesday, an. 18, at Weber’s Inn, Ann Arbor.

by RE/MAX of Michi-

laws. “We are trying to make them easier to un-
ty.

Homeowners
are invited to the monthly meeting. The council
Mtbmb’-mmwww-
sions and neighborhoods.
Women's forum

The Canton Women'’s Forum presents “Life Af-

derstand,” said council president Barbara Bergen-

Wilkerson has been active in the community
Mﬁbﬂﬂmlﬂ-ﬁhnuﬂn&um-
en’'s health issues. The meeting is open to every-

Columnist to speak

Detroit News columnist Jon Pepper, who has
written extensively on the belween
the city of Detroit and the suburba, speak to

the Canton Economic Club at noon Wednesday,
Jan. I%A&J&N“-C“M
44800 Warren Road.

To attend the $12 luncheon, you can make res-
mummmmm-
dation at 981-3002.
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Chef’s

choice

Canton resident serves up ice sculptures

By M.B. DILLON
STAFF WRITER

A usual day for Ted Wakar of
Canton involves preparing ap-
pealing but healthy meals for the
likes of Ford Motor Co. chairman
Alex Trotman in the Ford World
Headquarters' Penthouse.

The other day it was “mixed
greens, mainly spinach, a lot of
fresh fruit, fresh seafood, and a
veal and Alaskan King crab roll,"”
said Wakar, Ford’s executive chef
who again this year will compete
in the Plymouth International Ice
Sulpture Spectacular. “We also
had roast leg of lamb with mint

sauce, filet of pompano, which is a
panfish caught off Florida, and
chicken noodle soup.

“Trotman is a big soup and
salad guy; and most guys here are
definitely into healthy eating. 1
try to avoid saturated fats,” said
the former Westland resident.

This week, Wakar’s routine will
be interrupted by the festival,
which he looks forward to every
year. "

“As someone who is on the
working end of the chain saw, I
find spectators are overwhelmed
with the delicacy and how fragile
the ice is, how intricate the sculp-

_FeStival from pagfe 1A

< tures can be made, and the wood
carving tools that are used. A lot
of people are overwhelmed with
the sheer size of many of the carv-
ings,” he said.

“We start out with blocks that
are 300-400 pounds each.”

Wakar has worked on pieces
that included up to 100 blocks of
ice. In addition to wood carving
tools, Wakar uses chisels, die
grinders, offset grinders, sanders
and pegging pieces usually used
by cabinet makers. “There are a
lot of new tricks that have really
generated interest with some of
the key players,” said Wakar.

Wakar credits the Plymouth
fest with reintroducing the art of
ice sculpting into the culinary
profession. “Part of it was the
economy, but it was definitely
something that had faded from
the culinary scene,” he said. “It
took on a life of its own with these
competitions, and Plymouth was
one of the first ones in the U.S.
It’s kind of mushroomed into a
new art form,” said Wakar, who
has competed in Japan.

Wakar will participate in the
two-man competition with his
brother-in-law, Jim Bur Jr. of
Livonia.

Community, Monroe Community
and Oakland Community. “Qur
Japanese visitors will be carving
‘the Beauty of Japan.’ It features
a traditional Japanese building, a
(gojunoto) with birds in it, and
Mt. Fuji,” he said.

“We try to keep it new and
fresh every vear, just to keep peo-
ple interested.” Eastern Michigan
University student Paul Smoko-
vitz of Plymouth is one of the stu-
dents looking forward to compet-
ing.

Planning commission

The Canton Planning Commis-
sion has three public hearings
scheduled for its meeting at 7
p.m. today in the board meeting
room of township hall, 1150 S.
Canton Center Road.

The public hearings include: a
request to establish the Westfield
~Planned  Development District
east of Haggerty Road, between
Cherry Hill and Palmer; special
land wuse approval for Barton
Bryant research and development

“I like doing all kinds of art
things. I like to challenge myself
in all kinds of fields,” said
Smokovitz, a membBer of the art
honors society while at Plym-
outh-Canton Educational Park.

Visitors will have a chance to
win $3,000 in prizes, including
two Northwest Airlines tickets, by
entering the drawing for the
Plymouth gift basket, also new to
the fest this year.

Other competitions this year
will include the Meijer College

firms on the southeast corner of
Joy Road and Ronda Drive; spe-
cial land use approval for tenta-
tive preliminary plat approval for
Villa Maria subdivision on the
northeast corner of Palmer and
Lilley roads.

In oid business, the commis-
sion will consider: special land
use and site plan approval for
Resurrection Parish south of
Warren, between Ridge and Beck
roads; sit plan approval for Amer-

No charges filed after

No one was charged after Can-
ton police responded to a reported
stabbing at an apartment on Rei-
sa Lane, Jan. 1, according to a

Canton police report.

When police arrived, the 25-
year-old victim told them that he
and his 24-year-old girlfriend
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Arthritis Today

Joseph J. Weiss, M.D. Rheumatology
18829 Farmington Road
Livonia. Michigan 4815

Phone: 478-7860

answers

done to stop the problem?
The fluid returns because someths

for microscopsc analysis,

kploobem

2

FLUID IN THE KNEE
THAT KEEPS RETURNING [

Suppose one day you awake and find you have a swollen knee
The sweliing does not go down until your doctor drains it. The knee swells once more, and this
nme before taking the fiuid off again, your physician proceeds with a thorough | hon.
However, xrays. tests, and analysis of the joint fluid removed for the second time tum up no

Your joint swelling promptly comes back. Why s the fluid reaccumulating, and what can be

continues to inflame the knee. The usual evaluation will
uncover causes such as ostecarthritis, rheumatoid arthrtis, or gout, but a number of joint
Writants are not so readily uncovered. These causes are best identified by obtaining a sampie
of the knee joint lining cells and subjecting the sample t0 MICTOSCOPIC analysis

To accomplish this procedure, your physician will eniist the assistance of an orthopedist to
undertake arthroscopy of the knee. With the arthroscope, the orthopedic surgeon can see the
knee cavity ining, and find those cells that are inflammed He can take a biopsy from this area

in most instances this approach to knee swelling
Moreover, once the cause is clear. your doctor has the basis for treatment that will resolve the

gives an answer in puzzling cases

/

Southeastern Michigan’s
Finest Bridal Show
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

January 19,

1 994

$2 Q0 with Reservations » $4.00 gt the Door
Exhibitors 1o Help at Every Step From Invitations 1o Limousines
Win Valuable Prizes from all our Exhibitors

And..."A Grand Prize to Thrill Any Bride-To-Be!”

« Voluable Prizes
« One-Stop Planning

« All Questions Answered
« Costs Quoted on the Spot!

For Reservations, Call: Karen

313/453-7272

Fionsts » Weading Cokes + Photographérs « Disc Jockeys * Limousines + Lingerie

« Brgal Shops -

Fox Hilis Counfry Club

Fox Hills Caterng - Entertainers + Crysial »
Invitofions « Porty Rentals « Tuxedo Shops ¢

Videographers »
and mony moren

Som M ok Gomedeon S B 15 No on
B o N Tesiodol R Wes on N TerSonal
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and High School Individual Com-
petition 1-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
15, and the Ford Motor Co. Pro-
fessional Individual Competition
Sunday, Jan. 16. The first flight is
set for 9 a.m. to noon, and the sec-
ond flight for 1-4 p.m.

In both individual events,
carvers will receive one block of
ice and three hours to carve. Com-
petition will be in the central
parking structure on Fleet Street.
All sculptures will be judged on
presentation, creativity, originali-

ty, structural technique, utiliza-
tion of ice and degree of difficulty.

Sponsors of this year’s event in-
clude the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, Lipton Original Ice
Tea, Northwest Airlines, Carlson
Travel Network/Suncoast Travel,

"First of America, Ford Motor Co.,

Icehouse, Don Massey Cadillac,
Sunshine Honda/Sunshine Acura
and Meijer Inc.

For more information on the
festival, see the special section in
today’'s paper.

schedules hearings

itech cellular antenna tower at
the Canton public safety depart-
ment; site plan approval for Peb-
ble Creek condominiums south of
Proctor, between Beck and Can-
ton Center roads.

In new business, commission-
ers will consider a revised tenta-
tive preliminary plat for Kimberly
Meadows subdivision west of
Canton Center Road, between
Geddes and Michigan Avenue.

The Zoning Board of Appea]s_

will meet at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 13, in township hall. Two
items are scheduled on the agen-
da: ‘

B Pam Cox, representing The
Home Depot, 39825 Ford Road,
requests a variance on the total
square footage allowed for signs.
B Mark McPherson, representing
Resurrection Parish on Warren
Road, requests a variance to re-
duce the required pavement nec-
essary to transport vehicles into
the site.

Canton knife fight

were arguing when he picked up a
kitchen knife and threw it at her.

The woman reportedly picked
up the knife and cut him. The
man grabbed the knife back, cut-
ting his right hand.

Threats
A 20-year-old man at Village

Squire Apartments told police he
received a threatening note on his
van parked at the complex Jan. 1,
according to a police report.

The unidentified writer of the
note said he or she was sick of
hearing the man’s noisy exhaust
every motning at 5:30.

Because accidents happen -
There's McAuley Urgent Care.

cAuley Urgent Care
knows what you value
fast, expert care for minor
illnesses and cemergenciles.
From bumps and bruises to
NOL-LOO-SETIOUS INJUIIes, our
doctors and nurses gre expe-
rienced in treating hife's little
emergencies
If your accident 1s not so
minor, rest assured that our

Urgent Care centers are
backed by the St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital Emergency
and TraumaCenter,

With Urgent Care loca-
tions in western Wayne,
Washtenaw and Livingston
counties, you're just minutes
away from tast, expert care
for all your family's minor
emergency needs

No appointment needed
Open daily, 8 am-10 pm

PLYMOUTH
990 W. Ann Arbor Trail
455-1900

Affiliated with St. Joseph Mercy Hospital

CANTON
42 180 F()fd lei
981-6644

Catherine K
mAde @

Sponsored by the
Religious Sisters of Mercy
founded in 1831

by Catherine McAuley
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candidates with the process we
have,” said trustee David Artley.
“The board did receive last night
a legal opinion regarding our op-
tions. On Monday night, we are
going to add to the agenda recon-
sideration of our specifications.

“We received the opinion, and
people said they wanted to sleep
on it; they have a concern with
balancing the public's right to
know with the need to get the best
candidate.”

Michigan Freedom of Informa-
tion chairman Tim Richard said
experience in Michigan disproves
the consultants’ contention, as

observed in a Detroit Public
Schools’ open superintendent
search and in numerous other
cases.

Citizens still have a chance to
get involved with the superin-
tendent search. The school board
will seek through the end of this
week volunteers to serve on the
committee charged with deter-
mining what qualities the district
should look for in its next super-
intendent.

So far, citizen response has
been “overwhelmingly gratifying,”
said Artley. ‘“Probably in phone
calls and letters we've heard from
more than 30 people. We expect a
bunch more will come in. We're
still looking for people. We see it
as opportunity for change and for
moving forward.”

Search committee

The board expects to choose
committee members from a cross
section of the community Jan. 17.

Assisting the board and citi-
zens' committee in finding a su-
perintendent at a cost of roughly
$15,000 will be a consultant firm
to be decided upon at tonight’s
meeting, set for 7:30 p.m. at the
board office, 454 S. Harvey in
Plymouth.

The board identified several
potential consultants, all of whom
have experience working in Mich-
igan. They including Harry How-
ard of Ann Arbor; Dick Foster and
Carl Plas of Chicago, Ill; the
Michigan Association of School
Boards; Hazard and Young Asso-
ciates of Glenview, Ill.; Bickert
and Profit Associates of North-
brook, Ill.; and Sockwel and Asso-
ciates of Charlotte, N.C.

Foster and Plas, Sockwel and
Associates, and Howard opted not
to make presentations to the
board.

591-0900.

tion from our classified ads:

rummage sales. Cost: $5.95
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95

automobiles. Cost: $39.95

access:

HOMELINE: 953-2020

» Open houses and new developments in your area.
» Free real estate seminar information.

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 591-0900
» Place classified ads at your convenience.

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS

OAKILAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591-0500
» Request subscriptions at your convenience.

EVENTS LINE: 953-2005
» Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees.

AD SITTER

» Don't talk to strangers! Let us handle the callers. At your convenience,
ca_ll in to retrieve responses from your ad. It's convenient, safe and free
with any paid classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad:

FAX LINE: 1-800-967-5904

» You can use a MasterCardw or Visa®to access the following informa-

* Item No. 9402: Looking for a place to rent or someone to share
an apartment with? Get a listing of our rental classifieds.
Available beginning October 6 by 6 p.m. and every
Wednesday thereafter at the same time. Cost: $5.95.

* Item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales, Antiques crafts,
* Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air-

» jtem No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of

O&E ON-LINE
BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711
LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591-0903

» With a computer and modem you can log on to O&E On-Line, a com-
puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here’s some of the features you can

* Community events including all areas covered by our paper
. * Stock quotes that are updated daily.
¢ Associated Press news - local and national.
* Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine.
* Boardwatch magazine,a guide to on-line information services.
* PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs.

Sign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software. Software is avail-
able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the |
Observer & Eccentric® offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay $3. &

BBS HOTLINE: 953-2266
» Feel free to call us if you need help signing on to O&E On-Line. )
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For .a fee of $10,000 plus ex-
penses of about $5,000, the Michi-
gan Association of School Boards
said it would “help us with the
two committees; help us narrow
candidates to a pool for inter-

views; support us in the interview -

process; and help us understand

the community visit process on '

the finalists after we’ve inter-
viewed and gotten the field down
to say, two,” said Artley.

A drawback to working with the
MASB is that it can't recruit sit-
ting Michigan superintendents
unless directed to do so by the
board, Artley said.

The MASB would help the
board design a brochure to market
the district and to draft applica-
tion materials. “We still would
have to underwrite travel for can-
didates, advertising and travel ex-
penses for community visits,”
Artley said.

For $11,000-12,000 plus ex-
penses of roughly $5,000, Hazard
and Young would perform “pretty
much the same services, with the
exception that they could actively
recruit in Michigan. And they
were talking about spending 40
hours in district,” he said.
“That’s a key piece.”

Saving money

Bickert and Profit Assoiciates
offered the same services, “but
had some ideas on ways they
could save us money on commu-
nity visits. Their fee is $13,000,
but they're willing to spend 65-85
hours in district,”” he said.
“That’s significant, because a
portion will be spent with the
community, seeking their input.
They were real positive on getting
input from citizens, staff, parents,
business people, citizens without
kids in school and senior citi-
zens.”

Their expenses are estimated at
$5,500. Bickert and Profit also
could recruit in Michigan.

“When you look at what you're .

getting, it’s almost less expensive
per hour to have Bickert in the
district,” Artley said.

“Either of the two consulting
firms, Hazard or Bickert, would
be more than glad to spend more
time in the district, but they have
fee of $500 a day,” he added.

“We will probably pick one of
the three firms on Monday (to-
night).”

READER SERYVICE PHONE LINES
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Vandals
target
forest

By KEVIN BROWN
STary WRITER

The conflict between the
Friends of Miller Woods and
neighbors of the woods off of
Powell Road has turned to van-
dalism.

In their efforts to protect a
climax forest off Powell Road
east of Beck from bikes and
dogs, the Friends of Miller
Woods last year got community
and schools backing for putting
a four-foot high chain link fence
around the woods.

But since the fence went up
last month, about 350 feet of it
have been taken down by neigh-
bors of the woods, who say the
Friends group is Kkilling the
woods with kindness.

The fence was taken down
“because it's not wanted by the
people in the community,"” said
a man who declined to be
named, adding he and several
neighbors have worked together
to take down portions of the
fence as a “‘community service
project.”

“If it goes back up it will go
back down,” he said.

Emily Kemnitz, president of
Friends of Miller Woods, which
has about 75 members, said the
group will seek to get the fence
put back up. “We're looking 4t
the insurance, it's questionable
because there's a deductible for
the school,” she said.

“It certainly is a big disap-
pointment, because we feel
adults are doing the vandalism,
it's disappointing after three
years of talking with the oppo-
nents of the fence that these
processes didn’t result in any
understanding of the need for a~
fence,” Kemnitz said.

“We documented the prob-
lems and kept track of the
abuses so there was no doubt
that we needed a fence,” she
said, adding the fence was sup-

Fence vandalized: Backers of a project to enclose
Miller Woods with fencing say vandalism to the
fence last month caused $10,000 in damage.

ported by University of Michi-
gan botany professors who use
the woods for an outdoor labo-
ratory “and managers of other
preserves who found that fences
help with the problems of dogs
and bikes and off-road vehi-
cles.”

“We had hoped we might
have a celebration and dedica-
tion in the spring. It isn't some-
thing to celebrate in its present
form,” Kemnitz said, adding
the damage is estimated at
“around $10,000. -

“I don't know what you can
say to get people to not destroy
public property,” she said.

Barbara Korte, a neighbor of
the woods who opposed the
fence, got 128 petition signa-

tures last year from neighbors
who oppose it.

“I don't know who did it, but
I'm not necessarily opposed to
what they've done,” she said.

“I think it shows the strength
of the community reaction. I
don't approve of vandalism, but
this is a way people are protest-
ing,” she said. “The school
board didn't listen to this large
group of people who didn’t want
the fence.”

The — Plymouth-Canten
School District owns the wood-
ed area. Dick Egli, schools
spokesman, said schools offi-
cials would likely soon discuss
what to do about damage to the
Miller Woods fence.

Pursell cites steep expenses as
reason for bowing out of race

By KEVIN BROWN
StaFF WRITER

Carl Pursell has annpunced his
withdrawal from the U.S. Senate
race, citing the expense of running
a Senate campaign.

“As 1 got more and_more in-
volved in the race, 1 found I had
to spend much of my time asking
for money, and very little time
discussing the substantive is-
sues,” the Plymouth Republican
said Thursday.

Pursell’s chief competitors for
the Republican nomination to
run for the Senate seat were
Spencer Abraham, state Republi-
can Party chairman, and Ronna
Romney, Republican Party activ-
ist and former talk radio show
host.

State Sen. Robert Geake, R-
Northville, who represents Plym-
outh and Canton, supported Pur-
sell, but said he has switched al-
legiance to Romney.

While some observers of the

Mettetal from page 1A

Michigan political scene claimed
Pursell lacked charisma, all
agreed he had an impressive
record of government service, and
a reputation for honesty.

Community leaders were
surprised by the former U.S. rep-
resentative’s announcement, com-
ing just three months after he de-
clared his candidacy.

“Michigan citizens' choices
have certainly been diminished
by this loss,” said State Rep. Jer-
ry Vorva, R-Plymouth, “It seems
awfully early for any kind of exit
from the race, because it was just
about to heat up. Michigan voters
have lost an opportunity to have a
proven leader as a senator.”

Since announcing his candida-
cy in October, Pursell had toured
the state seeking support and
opened a campaign office on Main
Street in Plymouth.

Pursell said he plans to focus
on his consulting business, on
staying involved in the communi-

policy issues, some suggested .by
Stankov. “] was trying to organize
the list.”

Shifting the runway was among
those suggestions and it was part
of an original plan when state of-
ficials first showed interest in
buying Mettetal, Gehman said.

“Can we put this issue to bed
once and for all?” Stankov asked.

Gehman replied: “As far as
we're concerned, we'll go along
with the recommendation of this
board.” | ‘

Bob Zaetta of Concerned Citi-
zens told Gehman many residents
believe a compromise was reached
when the state bought the airport
and an accompanying agreement
between Canton and the state was
reached.

“We felt we had a gentlemen's
agreement. It was a win-win situ-
ation. A lot of people felt be-
trayed, Bill,” Zaetta said, refer-

ring to the shifting .
Though state m they

‘will not shift the ngn-mn&h'
man said-a shifting away Joy
Road would improve safety.
Where the runway now stands
there is a displaced threshold —

H ‘To even show this In
writing as a plan
shows bad failth
Why is it even a plan?’

Mike Stankov
board member

where the planes touch the run-
way when landing — which in ef-
fect shortens the length of landing
room. As it now stands, it does
not meet Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration design standards.

“They (FAA) could force you
not to use a portion of the run-
way,” Gehman said.

Because the state used federal
money to buy the more than $4
million airport, the state would be

to comply with regula-
tions. “They will then want you to
meet or justify why you can’t meet
those design standards,” Gehman
said.

If the state doesn’t meet FAA
standards, other things could

ty, and on serving Eastern Michi-
gan University as a regent.

Pursell served in the U.S. Con-
gress for 16 years. His major work
focused on attempts to reduce
deficit spending.

Others reacted to Pursell’s an-
nouncement:

B Wayne County commissioner
Bryan Amann, D-Wayne, who
represents Canton, said, “I would
say we haven't heard the last of
him politically.”

B Abraham said, “Carl has been
an outstanding congressman.
He's been a model of what people
who seek public office should as-
pire to."”

B Romney said, "I always ad-
mired Carl. A lot of what Carl had
to say was very much my-mes-
sage. 1 told Carl that 1'd continue
to carry his message.” 4

Romney expects to pick up
Pursell’s supporters. “(Pursell’s)
constituency will probably be my
constituency more than anybody
else’s.”

happen. “There’s no way they can
force us to add to the south, but
they could take away from the
north (portion of the runway),”
Gehman said, adding that would
shorten the existing runway.

The design standards also rec-
ommend that area beyond the
runway be cleared and graded and
that certain obstructions, such as

trees, be removed. “When they -

(federal government) start giving
you money, it changes from rec-
ommended, to you will,” said
Wendell Proudfoot, of the aero-
nautics airport development divi-
sion. 2
improvements, sUch-

as installing lights to guide pilots
in for landing, paving the parking
lots, and security fencing, carry a
bill of more than $1 million.

“Obviously, there’s a bigger list
there than we are capable of
doing, ler said.

Proudfoot told the board that
an airport layout plan he is work-

ing on, which among a number of

things, describes the development
of the airport, will be sent to the
federal government, with an ex-
pected final approval in early
September.

Wayne County looks at

scenic road designation

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
StarF WRITER

At long last, a request for natu-
ral beauty road designation by the
Northwest Canton Homeowners
Association has reached Wayne
County.

“My optimism comes from the
strength and .quality of the pro-
posal,” said Wayne County Com-
missiener Bryan Amann, about
the hope that Wayne County offi-
cials give their blessings to the re-
quest.

Homeowners, including Canton
and Plymouth Township resi-
dents, sent their proposal to des-
ignate 3.25 miles in northwestern
Canton as natural beauty roads
— after working on the project
more than a year — to Wayne
County Executive Edward
McNamara in early December.

The proposal®™ — a first in
Wayné County — included reso-
lutions of support from Canton,
Plymouth and Superior Town-
ships for the designation, each
community's master land use
plan, as well as petitions boasting
as many as 800 signatures from
area residents.

“I'm optimistic something is
going to happen, but I don’t know
what,” said Mike Olin, homeown-
ers association president.

McNamara apparently forward-
ed the request to Ed Siemart,
Wayne County engineer. "1 was
told they are proceeding. It’s their

Fun time

Snow day: Heavy snows
didn’t mean hard work for
everyone. While a neigh-
bor was snowblowing his
sidewalk, Galena Burgh
tried out her cross-country
skis down the streets of the
Sunflower subdivision.

belief they can do this as an ad-
ministrative order,” Amann said.
An administrative order would
simplify the process as opposed to
taking it the county commission
for approval.

From the day Wayne County of-
ficials received the request, they
have six months in which to hold
a public hearing and 30 days after
that to make a decision whether
to designate roads in the rural
area.

“They said it's their first peti-
tion they ever dealt with so it may
take a bit longer,” Amann said,
adding that county officials told
him they were unaware of any op-
position to the request.

The area targeted for designa-
tion includes Napier Road, from
Ann Arbor Road south to Warren;
Joy from Ann Arbor Road to
Ridge; Ridge from Joy toward
Warren; and Gyde going east from
Ridge.

The primary intent of a natural
beauty road designation is to pre-
serve the native vegetation and
scenic beauty of the area. The
designation doesn’t prevent de-
velopment but can prevent widen-
ing and additional infrastructure.

Before any decision can be
made by Wayne County officials,
they must request that the state
remove the primary road designa-
tion from Joy Road. The state
natural beauty road law doesn’t
allow such designation on prima-
ry roads.

The state bases its Public Act
51 distribution of road money on
the number of primary roads in &
county, Amann said. s

“I'm presuming there could be
no reason why Joy Road
shouldn’t be declassified. It
makes sense to me,” Olin said.

Homeowners presented their
case for designation — with a vi-
deo of the wildlife and vegetation
in the area — to McNamara and
Seimart in October. At that time,
McNamara appeared to support '
the idea. “I really commend what
you have done. And I think we
would like to help,” he told home-
OwWners. N

Homeowners based their docu
mentation on what Oakland
County, which follows state law,
demands for natural beauty road
designation because Wayne
County doesn’t have any such rec
ognition.

Oakland County’s evaluation
system is based on points. Of 650
points, an effort needs a mini
mum of 350 to be designated a
natural beauty road. Among the
criteria is the percentage of right
of-way covered by natural vegeta
tion, as well as the scenic vistas
and wildlife as an indication of
environmental quality. The

northwest effort generated 450
570 points for each road proposed
for designation.
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