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Proposal A is a bipartisan school

finance reform proposal to be decided

Senior pros visit:Some of the top : S ] | by Michigan voters Wednesday, June
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names of the senior pro golf circuit - increases to 5 percent or the inflation
| will be featured at the upcoming rate, whichever is less. The sales tax
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6 percent, with the additional revenue

3 and lottery proceeds going to schools.
Districts would be granted a foun-
dation grant of a minimum $4,800.
Regional champion: Plymouth Sa-
lem won its first regional champi-
onship in girls track and field Sat-

Joining the teachers’ union in sup-
port of Proposal A was Mike Licata,
partner in charge of tax services for
Deloitte and Touche in Detroit and a
resident of the district.

School operating taxes would be re-
duced to 18 non-voted mills, and dis-
tricts would be able to levy up to 9
additional voted mills. Plymouth-
Canton schools currently levy an au-
thorized 37 mills.

Plymouth-Canton schools took a

urday. /18 — position last week against Prqposa}
s s s e _L A, claiming it will cost the district
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— 1| _“We think the passage of Proposat
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Wednesday. '

ENTERTAINMENT

dents of the Plymouth-Canton school
district, and a return to 1992 assess-
ment levels, she said. ““This measure
helps the district reduce taxes. Pro-
iy posal A also ensures that growth in

: assessments slows down to 5 percent
or the cost of living, whichever is
less,” she added.

See TEACHERS, 4A
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BY DIANE GALE
STarr WRITER

A chain of clues led Kent Arm-
strong to a tombstone in Canton's
historic Cherry Hill Cemetery.

When Armstrong first started the
search for information about his
great-great grandfather, John Tait, he
didn't even know the Civil War veter-
an's first name.

But he was determined to find
more about the war hero he heard so
much about as a young boy. After a
hunch by his mother and aunt, Arm- |
strong turned to his great-grandmoth-
er's death certificate. John Tait’s
name was listed.

" Big screen:See our Going to the

i Movies page to find out what critic
John Monaghan thinks of
“Sliver,” starring Sharon Stone.

/7B

Risk taker: If you find yourself
sinking fast under the weight of
high-interest debt, you may want
to give Robert Rubin of Investaid
Corp. in Birmingham a call. He
may have the Ii/g raft you are
looking for. /12B

Murder scene: A Plymouth Township officer and two state police evidence technicians enter
the front door of the home where a woman was murdered.

Murder, suicide

Man uses car-phone to tell why

d and Janette Madsen seemed to have it
e a Ford Explorer, he a red Porsche.
an upscale house and two children. But all
t came to an end early Wednesday when he

Janette 24 hours earlier in Plym-
outh Township. v
In between the two shootings,
Madsen admitted to his wife's
shooting in calls to local police and
to Detroit television station TV-2.

SUBURBAN LIFE

Proposal A:lt raises the specter of
urban sprawl. Examine the issues

By KEVIN BROWN
Starr WrITER

The drama of a man who killed
his wife, then used his car phone to
tell the world why, ended nearly 24

walked into the house and started shooting.

hours after it started.

It was 5:30 a.m. today after an
all-night stand-off with police that
they found Donald Madsen had
shot himself dead, as he had shot
and killed his estranged wife

A crying Donald Madsen, 41, told
a Detroit TV anchorman from his
condominium in Northville Town-
ship, “I died eight months ago,
when the divorce started.”

See MURDER, 4A

“Believe it or not, it wasn’t until
1992 that I finally put it all together,”
Armstrong, 42, said. “Once I had
‘John’ to go by, everything then fell
into place.”

The National Archives in Washing-
ton, along with family obituaries,

as outlined by state and regional

reporter Tim Richard. /1C See HEADSTONE, 4A
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HERE'S HOW TO REACH US

Plymouth naturalist, 27, dies of hepatitis

BY DIANE GALE
STarr WrITER

. Although Jon D. Freeman of
Plymouth was only 27 when he died
May 24, the naturalist made strides
in neuroscience research.

Born with hemophilia, Mr. Free-
man received the HIV virus in 1983
when it was transmitted through
blood products.

“Also through the blood products

Albion College in 1987 with a bache-
lor of arts degree in biology.

He went on to Michigan State
University graduate school and he
was two months from receiving a

Ph.D. in physioclogy and neurosci-
ence, Evelyn Freeman said.

Mr. Freeman was a graduate as-
sistant in the Department of Medi-
cine and a teaching assistant in the
College of Human Medicine.

proving understanding of how
humans regulate salt intake.

Mr. Freeman was a member of the
Socigty of Vertebrate Human Medi-
cine, the French Colonial Heritage
Society, Western Wayne County

Conservation Association and the

Museum of Arts and History, Port
Huron, Mich.
Besides his mother, Mr. Freeman
is survived by his father, Bernard.
Visitation will be 9-11 am. Fri-

he got hepatitis C, and that is what “He was low-keyed, he never

day, May 28, at Schrader Funeral

Newsroom: finally caught up with him and took flaunted any accomplishments he H A ol ; ) z
: his life,” according to his mother, made,” Freeman said. “He ome. A memorial service will be
Newsroom Fax: 450-4224 held at 11 a.m. with the Rev. Drex
. Evelyn Freeman. was extremely artistic — he did pen : , ; :
Sports: 953-2104 d i Morton officiating. Burial will be in '
Reader Comment Line: 953-2042 “He had a full life for his 27 years ol nk.l s '“‘m‘.,"' he met, he () )1and Hills. |
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Canton Liberty Fest offers great fun for kids

BY DIANE GALE
STaF¥ WRITER
Once upon a time in a cozy,
comfortable community called
Canton the townspeople planned
a big party for everyone to enjoy
They especially wanted the |it-
tle ones to have fun. So they put
together a long list of fun things
that kids could do Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday, June 25-27, dur-
ing the Canton Liberty Fest '93

Youngsters with an artistic flair
will try their talents at the free art
workshops offering hands-on op-
portunities from sand sculpting
to oil painting Saturday and Sun-
day. Artists will be on hand to
give pointers about their craft.

Young and old golf enthusiasts
will swing at a miniature putt-
putt golf course from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Saturday and from noon to 5
p.m. Sunday. It's a new attraction

to the festival this year. .
Thrill seekers can take a spi
down the mini-midway with a
smalil group of rides, such as the
moon walk and merry-go-round,

strictly for youngsters.

If the other amusements are too
wild for your taste, take a relaxing
paddleboat ride. The paddleboats
were so popular last year that two
were added to the four that were
on hand during the 1992 festival,

according to Bob Dates, of Can-
ton's parks and recreation depart-
ment and festival chairperson.

Rides on the main pond behind
the amphitheater will be available
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday
and from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sun-
day.

The cost is $1 per ride, which
lasts 15 to 20 minutes. The activi-
ty is sponsored by Marine Affili-
ates in Canton.

Youngsters who want to sit and
be entertained need only to find a
spot in front of the amphitheater.
Children’s entertainment will be
available from noon to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday and from noon to 3 p.m.
Sunday.

Just to make sure the kids are
having a good time, clowns, bal-
loon animal makers, and other
costumed characters will meander

_through the crowd and pass out

Police discourage renting hotel rooms for teen

Parents are being asked not to
rent hotel motel

tor their

FOCHTL

teenagers or graduating high
school students
“We will take a zero tolerance,’

ng. Canton
officer. "We
not

Fammie ol

community relations

sald

are suggesting that

parents

rent rooms. Whomever rents the
rooms are responsible.”

Canton and Plymouth town-
ships police met Friday with hotel
and motel representatives in the
community to work together to
prevent alcohol and drug abuse,

Mayvflower Hotel co-owners
Scott and Randy Lorenz say
they're trving to end a court
fight over the fate of the May-
flower Roundtable Club by
seeking to lease the club.

They said they planned to
negotiate with Ron
Wilson this week, as a court
hearing-on the fate of the club
was delaved to June 2

Wilson had tried to close the
club and use the space it occu-
pies as a banquet room. “The

hottom line is the receiver has

receiver

Roundtable lease
may be in works

. is a Plymouth institution.

incresing revepue and cutting
costs,” sald Mark Demorest,
attornev for Wilson.

But the Mayflower co-own-
ers on May 17 sought and won
a restraining order to keep that
from happening. Scott Lorenz
said the club, founded in 1960,

A  hearing before Wayne
County Circuit Judge Paul
Teranes opened May 20 and
had been scheduled to contin-
ue Monday.

as well as malicious destruction
of property, during the high
school prom and graduation sea-
son.

“The hotels and motels are
trving to be as cautious as they
can,” Colling said. “Some hotels

Mayflower alters management structure

BY JEFF COUNTS .
Eprror

Even though part of the May-
flower Hotel complex in down-
town Plymouth will be under new
management, it will remain in
receivership and in the hands of
the Lorenz family.

The food service at the May-
flower Meeting House and the
Mayflower Motor Inn will be
managed by Great Events, a St.
Clair Shores-based catering and
special events firm.

“In the past, the Meeting
House and the Mayflower Hotel
were owned and managed by
members of the Lorenz family.

won't rent to anyone under 21
(vears of age).”

Police and hotel/motel repre-
sentatives are trving to prevent
problems that generally arise dur-
ing the graduation season with
teens partying, often with alcohol.

With the Mayflower Hotel in
receivership and our brothers
Scott and Randy seeking to

redeem it, future ownership has
vet to be determined,” said Sheila
Lorenz Osann in announcing the
management change.

The change will not affect oper-
ations of the Roundtable Club,
the Steak House or the Crow's
Nest Bar inside the hotel, she
said. -

The fate of the Roundtable
Club is to be decided in Wayne
County Circuit Court. The receiv-
er, Ron Wilson, wants to close the
club, while its operator, Randy
Lorenz, wants it to remain open.

Both townships have party or-
dinances which will hold parents,
or anyone 17 years and older, re-
sponsible for open house parties

_ — in homes, apartments, hotels/

motels, for example — where mi-
nors (anyone under 21) are in at-
tendance and alcohol or drugs are

A hearing before Judge Paul
Teranes on the matter is continu-
ing.

The Roundtable Club is part of
the complex at Main Street and
Ann Arbor Trail that includes a
hotel, motor inn, restaurants and
the Meeting House, a banquet fa-
cility. The club, founded in 1960,
has 1,400 members.

The complex declared Chapter
11 bankruptcy in January 1992
and went into receivership in De-
cember 1992. The action was tak-
en when its then-owners, Creon
Smith and two sons of hotel
founder Ralph Lorenz, Randy and
Scott Lorenz, announced that

smiles.

For those who want to become a
different character, there will be
face painters at four different lo-
cations throughout Heritage Park
during the festival.

But, boys and girls, the moral
of the story is that you don’t have
to be young to enjoy most of the
events that have been planned for
children.

parties

served or being used, particularly
by minors.

“If a parent is away from home
and a 17-year-old ie hosting the
party, he or she could get the tick-
et,” Colling said. If found guilty of
the high misdemeanor, the fine is
$500.

they owed the mortgage holder,
Heritage Federal Savings Bank,
$1.5 million. Ralph Lorenz died
Nov. 2, 1992.

Wilson, of Hotel Management
Services of Bloomfield Hills, was
appointed to run the hotel while
the Lorenz family sought new fi-
nancing.

However, Wilson is not in-
volved in the management of ei-
ther the Meeting House or the
Mayflower Motor Inn. Those enti-
ties are under the control of
Lorenz Square ‘Inc., of which
Sheila Osann is vice president.

The firm will formally take over
on June 7, Osann said.

CANDIDATE

X

EMPLOYMENT EDUCATION: ACTIVITIES:

David Artley

Canton resident
15 years

>

o Employment: Director of
Development, Human Services
Department, Kalamazoo County
Administration

e Fducation: bachelor’s degree,
FEastern Muwchigan University

trustee, Plymouth-Canton school board,
Plymouth Rotarian; Canton Historic
Dustrict Commission; Western Wayne
Hospice Foundation; Plymouth-Canton
Substance Abuse Task Force

“I felt 1 had more to give back to my community. | want to contin-
ue to drive for responsible school financing. I have an extra day in
the community now to be accessible. I want to be part of the super-
intendent search.”

Robert Burger

Plymouth Township
resident 26 years

>

 Employment.: retired teacher

» Education: degrees from Wayne

State and Eastern Michigan
Universities

pastor, Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.

“] always wanted to be on the school board, but felt I never had
time. Now that I'm retired and have the time, I'm running. I like
the program they've established and would like to see that pro-
gram stay as it is and improved. They're cutting funds for the gift-
ed; those are the leaders of tomorrow.”

Terry Chuhran
Canton resident
22 years

>

e Emplovment: metallurgical tech

nictan, Masco Research and
Development
*» Education: assoctate degrees

from Schoolcraft College, Working

on bachelor's degree at Wayne
State University

asststant hockey coach, Michigan
Amateur Hockey Association.
i

“] was tired of seeing our taxes continuously rise for various rea-
sons and going to schools. It's easier for a group to raise taxes,
rather than cut spending and cut waste. I thought someone needed
to be in there to look at the other side of the coin.”

Steve Kilijancyzk
Canton resident
14 years

TWO SEATS OPEN FOR 4-YEAR TERM

>
>

o Emplovment: systems analyst,

Hospice of Southeastern Michigan

e Education. bachelor's degree
from John Carroll University in
Clevetand, Ohio, master's degree
from the Untversity of Chicago

member, Canton Aduvisory Council; Allen
Elementary parent aduvisory group, treasur-
er, Pickwick Viilage subdivision

£

“I've considered this for a couple of years and I'm in a more appro-
priate position to run now. I don't have a problem with the school
district; I have a problem with making good decisions. I don’t
believe the way we are making decisions and implementing them
1s working out.”

7 Rev. Willlam Myers

e Employment: pastor, Faith

pastoral adviser for Mid-states Regional

“Running because no board member or candidate is pushing for
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By M.B. DILLON
STAFF WRITER

Staff, students and parents say the district will
be devastated if the Plymouth-Canton schools’ 4-
mill proposal is defeated June 14 and school offi-
cials make the cuts they say will be necessary.

Tom MacKenzie, Canton High School principal,
and Jerry Ostoin, Salem High School principal, told
parents at a coffee last week that if Proposal A
passes and the 4-mill proposal fails, they're looking
at a reduction to a five-period day. Transportation
for the high school and middle schools will be elimi-
nated.

If Proposal A fails and the 4 mills fails, the dis-
trict will still be looking at $5 million in cuts.

“We are trying to see how we can keep a lid on
what we see as a pressure cooker,” said MacKenzie.

Among the cuts are the cancellation of all extra-
curricular activities, community education pro-
grams and counselor layoffs. Announcement of the
latter packed Monday night’s school board meeting
with staff, students and parents who pleaded with
the board not to cut what they view as a crucial part
of the district’s programming.

At-risk students

Counselor Deb Trapp, who works with at-risk
students in the high school’s alternative education
program, said Plymouth-Canton has been visited
by hundreds of educators from 11 states. They come
to learn about how the district handles crisis inter-
vention and deals with students experiencing sub-
stance abuse problems, neglect, and despair.

MacKenzie said that of the many districts he's
worked in both in and out of state, Plymouth-Can-
ton is the leanest. “It's absolutely bare bones; bare-
ly a survival budget,” he said. The high schools,
attended by 4,400 students, are without 20 teachers
laid off last year.

“Salaries of employees here are good. They're not
the highest, but not the lowest. Because of that, we
are getting pretty decent people,” said MacKenzie.

MacKenzie and Ostoin, both supporters of Pro-
posal A, say counseling will be among the most
damaging cuts. Six of the educational park’s 14
counselors would be Taid off, raising the counsélor-
student ratio to 550-600-to-one from the current
300-350-to-one.

“We are talking about some crisis situations if
that happens,” said Ostoin. “Society's issues are

Millage hot line number

A committee working on the passage of a 4 mill
property tax hike for the Plymouth Canton
schools has set up a telephone number for people
with millage questions to call.

The number is 455-7640.

When Plymouth-Canton voters go to the polls
June 14, they'll be asked to appreve a 17.74-mill
renewal and 4 additional mills.

The district will seek 4 mills, regardless of what
happens in the June 2 statewide election when
voters will decide the fate of Proposal A, which
would cut property taxes and raise the sales tax.

rapidly cau:hixfg up with us.”

Parent Marsha Droz told the school board much
the same thing Monday. She said student service
center staff resolved a life-threatening situation in
her family. “You can't provide an academic educa-
tion without a healthy mind,” she said. "When you
have kids drinking vodka for breakfast and shooting
up between classes, you have a problem. If you can't
allow the counselors to maintain their program, do
you have a back-up plan?”

Counselors who work with at-risk students say
they're grappling with increasingly serious prob-
lems.

“One alternative ed counselor told us there were
five students talking about committing suicide in a
single day two weeks ago. These are the people
(counselors on the cut list) who work to diffuse
these situations,” said MacKenzie.

More fights

“We have noticed there is more violence in the
fighting aspect. It seems to be on the increase,” said
Ostain.

Last week a female student, upset with a second
student, slapped her in a hallway, said MacKenzie.
The altercation escalated after school, By the next
day, eight or 10 people were fighting. "If we didn’t
have staff that were right on it, it could have gotten
real nasty,” said MacKenzie.

“Not a week goes by there’s not a rumor of a gun
being somewhere on campus,” he added.

MagKenzie said these aren't scare tactics.

“We aren’t threatening people. We are just trying
to create a picture of what it will be like. People can
be angry and vote against the millage, but they need
to know what's going to happen. People just don’t
believe this, but every direction from the board has
us believing we will have to close this place down at
2:30 p.m. every day."”

If that happens, the community can expect to
lose the use of district buildings after school hours,
and problems as well, the principals say.

Seventy-percent of Canton and Salem students
not only take part in sports and extracurricular ac-
tivities, but excel in them, the principals said.

“So many students are involved, that's why we
have been able to run a school this large with no
blow-ups,” said MacKenzie. “Take those away, and
it's scary. We are seriously worried. We are having
nightmares.”

Sports cuts

Three high school student-athletes attended the
board meeting Monday to make the same point
“Sports keep kids out of trouble,” said one. “Just
recently, | was in trduble,” she added, expressing
her gratitude for CEP athletics.

“Sports are a way for kids to belong. Sports is the
only way some kids get to college. It helps us set

SET SAIL

FOR STYLISH

NEW HORIZONS

DKNY Jeans
sets sail for spring in
sea-going style
with this ensemble of
nautical influence
Three-button linen blazer
with patch pockets
Navy, PS-M-L, 3285
Faded blue, 74 oz
cotton demim military
shorts, 2-14, $80
Striped cotton jersey
tie-front shirt
Navy with muslin

S-M-L, s62
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Murder from page 1A

I'he Wayne County Special Op-
rations Team sealed off the Sev-
1y Mile and Sheldon Road area,
were Donald Madsen’s condo is

itexd, early in the evening, and

ntinued its watch until the ear-
. morning hours today. Authori-

< said they would wait until
Tidsen came out.

P'lvmnouth Township Police
ief Carl Berry said Madsen

ot one round at officers but in-
« mno one, after negotiators
~stl a phone intended for use in
into his condo
wigh the window.
Police next used tear gas to
<. Madsen from his home.
that failed to bring him
police went in — then found
body in his Cadillac, parked
ondo garage.
the calls to police and the
{ia, Madsen talked about kill-
himself, Wednesday's slaying
the last act in what friends,
vvs and authorities called a
ter divorce, during which Mad-
waved out of the couple’s

Cgotiations

yfter the shooting, Donald Hall
n called Plymouth Town-

i pulice by car phone and said
bad <hot his wife, a kindergar-
teacher in the Dearborn

e wlso called WJBK (Channel
il =aid to an assignment edi-
hope she’s dead.”

conversations between po-
and Madsen continued
hiout the day Wednesday
the evening, as Madsen

w4l to his condominium.
ouple’s two children,
Iv, 15, and Daniel, 8, were
1h+ house during the shooting
were unharmed. Kimberly
at the Plymouth Township
Jepartment, still dressed in

Roped off: Plymouth Township police arrived at the
murder scene after receiving a 911 call.

the husband and wife did not get
along.

In February, she said, police
were called to the house during a
domestic dispute the couple were
having.

In talking with the victim in re-

cent days, “She said (her hus-
band) had just lost his job and
was going to do something”

Krause said. He was reportedly

the manager of a Livonia elec-

tronics firm.

Krause said the victim told her
that by the divorce agreement, she
was to leave by June 2. Another
source told the Observer that
Janette Madsen and her parents
looked at & home the source is
selling.

“They were here just last week-
end,” said the source, who did not
want to be identified. “Her par-
ents told me she was going though
a messy divorce and they were
trying to help her get into a new
home.

“They didn't buy
Janette Madsen's furniture was

the home.

revved it in her driveway,” Krause
said.

The victim told the neighbors
that to further torment her, her
husband had cut telephone wires
and had taken everything with
him when he moved out.

Janette Madsen was a special
teacher, said Sheri Kreger, princi-
pal of William Ford Elementary
School in Dearborn, where the
flag flew at half-staff Wednesday.
Madsen had taught for 18 years in
that district.

“She was very committed to the
idea of parental involvement,”
Kreger said Wednesday morning.
“Just vesterday she came in in
the afternoon — she had been in
court in the morning and the day
before — and did a parent work-
shop for parents that would have
kids coming in in the fall.”

After Kreger and a social work-
er broke the news to Janette Mad-
sen's class Wednesday morning,
one child said, *“ ‘She was the best
teacher anyone could ever have,'"
Kreger said.

“Another one said, ‘She was
just the nicest.” Her co-workers
and 1 thought she was marvel-

- of bunny slippers, early viad T
<rlay blue; it didn't match,” the source
! were three loud. said.
et said Dexi-door nelgh. . Ofthe shog id, L
T TOPTERT et

1 sund west of Beck, in a pale
house with dark gray ac-
It is typical of the upscale

- that have sprouted on
wnship's west side in recent

hrause said that in the year she
st door to the Madsens,

Mr. Tile
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New, Larger
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{  Vinyl Floor Tile Yaz-
! From 42* sq. ft.

! Hartco

! 38 5 groove, urethane finish
NG wax
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' Parquet 4+

{ 3 colors

iINew Location:

Novi Town
Center
Ceramic Floor & Wall

Krause said Lhehusband once

took the victim's Ford Explorer.
ias 8

tion.
The judge handling their di-
vorce case then ordered Donald

Madsen to give her his red
Porsche, the wictim told the
neighbors.

“He said it wasn't operating;
then for three days in g row, he

\ < B
“to- assignment
e said he wan

about the system that deals with
custody and takes kids away from
their father,” Saenz said, adding
that Madsen said he'd shot his
wife.

“] asked him what condition
she was in and he said, ‘I hope
she’s dead.” "
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TeaChers from page 1A

Wolkow addressed two points
often raised by Proposal A critics
concerning the lottery and sales
tax.

School funding would be in-
dexed according to the increases
in the state's lottery and sales tax
revenues.

“People ask what if the lottery
falls apart? Even if it did, the
amount the lottery puts in is less
than 10 percent, so the effect is
minimal. In the last 10 years, the
sales tax (revenue) has increased
5 to 6 percent a year. Your base is
guaranteed; the state has to make
it up (any shortfall) out of the
general fund,” said Wolkow.

Another Proposal A stumbling
block in the district’s eyes — hav-
ing to pick up the cost of employ-
ees’ retirement and Social Securi-
ty costs — is likely to fall into
schools' laps no matter what hap-
pens with Proposal A, Wolkow
added.

“If Proposal A fails, you are
going to be looking at 40 mills,"”
she said. Right now, 60 percent of
school funding is reliant on prop-
erty tax. That number will de-
crease to 37 percent under Pro-
posal A. Teachers would have
preferred a funding method based
on income tax. “This happens to
be the best compromise we are
going to see. This proposal pro-
vides stability.”

Under Proposal A, districts
probably will have more, not less,
local control, she said, because
“the money comes to you in a

‘I really resent being

put in a position of

bolu hit with a small club or a big one. | won't
be voting for Proposal A.’

Les Walker
school trustee

pure block grant. The Public Act
25 incentives are gone.”

Qualifying seniors under Pro-
posal A “get their savings right up
front,” Wolkow added, speaking
of the circuit breaker tax provi-
sion.

Licata, president of the busi-
ness education alliance of the
Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce, told the board some of its
views on Proposal A are parochi-
al.

“The board seems to be a little
confused,” he said. The status
quo means higher and higher as-
sessments, and higher and higher
tax rates, he said. “This does ad-
dress some of those issues. It's
not a Republican or Democratic
proposal. Any time you get the
MEA supporting something En-
gler supports, it's evidence of a
coalition. I would like to see the
board be supportive of Proposal A
from an educational, school
board, administrative and teacher
standpoint. 1 think the board
needs a broader focus. The reve-
nue increases will be supported.”

Trustee Carl Battishill said un-
der Proposal A, Plymouth Canton
schools are being penalized for
sound fiscal policy.

HeadStone from page 1A

helped Armstrong piece togetber a
clear picture of John Tait.

He was a 36-year-old
blacksmith with five children
when he signed on with the 24th

dent, _said.

his great-great grandfather s affil-
iation with the original regiment.
“] was really dumbfounded
when I learned he was in the
24th,” Armstrong, a DeWitt resi-
i | g__t.‘iil_i_gfonde[ what

“We've been operating our
schools on & shoestring, yet we are
being penalized,” he said. “People
who would be penalized are the
teachers and employees. We will
have a tremendous number of
layoffs.”

Trustee Les Walker said, “I re-
ally resent being put in a position
of being hit with a small club or a
big one. I won't be voting for Pro-
posal A. The impact for us will be
quite different than we anticipat-
ed. We will end up in 8 much
more precarious position than we
thought.”

The district took a neutral
stand on Proposal A until recent-
ly, when administrators learned it
would mean a $6.9-million short-
fall, not a $4.9-million deficit,
next year.

Board President Roland Thom-
as asked Wolkow what happens
to the base grant guarantee if
sales tax revenues drop like they
did the past two years.

“The money will have to be
found in the rest of the general
fund budget. That's a guarantee
in the constitution. It makes this
very different from the lottery”
she said.

short time witly her husband.
Armstrong pays regular visits
to the cemetery and last week the
sojourn to the cemetery also com-
memorated the 125th anniversary
N ofgemorial Day

- the iron Brigade and Tait went 6n

in 1 at Fitzhugh Crossing, va.,
by a cannonball. Family lore has
it that Tait was decapitated,
Armstrong said.

An uncanny coincidence, Arm-
strong said, is that he had joined
the 24th Michigan Volunteer In-
fantry Regiment — a re-enact-
ment unit — before he learned of

1| 21

Although Ann Tait lived the
last 23 years of her life near her
children in Clinton County, her
wish was to be buried near the
Canton home she shared for a

_nggbodf‘y“um Fredericksburg _have been like when his great
: i his name _ andfather was alive.
1 vete
wife, Ann 'Tait, in C'herr)_' H{“ honored before Memorial Day,"”
g_em§wry in Canton’s historic Armstrong said, adding that he
18trict.

enjoyed- taking the time to walk
the same town John Tait lived in
after moving from England, to
Detroit and then in 1860 to the
town of Cherry Hill, which is now
in western Canton.

Volunteers can aid river
cleanup at these sites

Friends of the Rouge are look-
ing for area residents to help re-

-vitalize the Rouge River at the

annual cleanup event on Satur-
day, June 5.

There are 25 are sites at
which volunteers can help build
and place nesting boxes for
small birds, wood ducks and
other creatures such as bats,
plant trees, shrubs and grasses,
stencil storm drains with warn-
ings against dumping toxic stuff
into drains that flow into the
river.

They will also remove graffiti
from bridges and paved river
banks and build steps and re-
pair foot bridges.

Jim Graham, executive direc-
tor of Friends of the Rouge, says
that while the Rouge is far from
pristine today and a great deal
of work remains to be done in
future years, ther are real sign
that progress is being made
toward making the river clean,
accessible and usable.

One example is the 4,500
fingerling brown trout that were
planted in the spring of 1992 by
the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources in Johnson
Drain near Northville.

Small-mouth bass are doing
well in a fish habitat establish-
ed in Southfield, near the inter-
section of Telegraph and Civic
Center Drive. -

Area registration sites and
sponsoring organizations in-
clude:

B City of Livonia, Levan Knolls
at Edward Hines Drives be-
tween Newburgh and Wayne
roads. Call Sharon Sabat at
421-2000, Ext. 221.

B City of Plymouth, 908 W.
Ann Arbor Road (behind NBD).
Call Jim Penn at 453-1234, Ext.
229,

B Redford Township Citizens,
Lola Valley Park, southeast cor-
ner of Lola at Beech Daly. Call
Karen Hicks at 534-0605 or 534-
5441.

B Holliday Nature Preserve As-
sociation, Ann Arbor Trail just
west of Hines Drive. Call Pat
Kobylarz at 421-8190.

B City Management Corp. at
Nankin Mills on Ann Arbor
Trail and Hines Drive. Call
Stan Jordan at 923-3300.

B City of Westland at Holliday
Park Nature Preserve. Call Bob
Patterson at 595-000288.

B Bonnie Brook Golf Course,
southeast corner of Telegraph
and Eight Mile. Call Joe
Schaefer at 534-0125.

B Oakland Community College
Orchard Ridge Campus, 2707
Orchard Lake Road, southeast
corner of lot six near Farming-
ton Road. Call Mike Kadrofske
at 471-7606.

B City of Birmingham, Wood-
ward between Maple and Oak.
Call Bob Fox at 644-1807.

B City of Southfield, Beech
Woods Park on Becch Daly just
south of Nine Mile. Call Heidi
Wayco at 354-9548 (call be-
tween 3;30-5:30 p.m. only).

B City of Farmington Hills,
Botsford Continuing Health
Center, corner of Tuck and Fol-
som roads. Call Jean Barrett at
473--9520.

B Cranbrook, Lone Pine Road
between Telegraph and Wood-
ward. Call Maura Lobos at 645-
3233.
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Call Michigan Vein
consultation.

Ptymouth 459-0980

Treating varicose veins can help you look and feel better.

We now offer a virtually painless in-office procedure that
eliminates the need for surgery or hospitalization.

Clinics for a free

Birmingham 642-0210
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HE WESLEY ALLEN
BRASS BED COMPANY
(makers of fine brass beds, iron
beds and day beds since 1975)
has just reduced prices for their
Annual Spring Clearance. Every

ted at Beds of tron and Brass |

Factory Showroom is now on
sale

Wise shoppers traditionally
anticipate this event knowing that
many beds are now priced |
hundreds of dollars less than
before. Choose from new, brass
and iron beds and daybeds of
every description. Rare limited

Catelog Price $960, Now §375 3497

Every Bed You’ll See
ls Now On Sale

editions one-of-a-kinds, prototypes
and catalog photography samples
are also included and on sale.
Personal checks and charge cards
are welcome.

MICHIGAN — 26028
Greenfield Road, Oak Park. 1/4
mile north of 1-696. Telephone
(313) 968-4320. Open Dtlf
5:30, Fridays 10-8 and Sundlys

12-4.

Danbury queen bed
Casslog Price §935
Now £50¢°  §545

‘Last, best hope’ to fix schools Runkel says

By Tim RICHARD
STArF WRITER

State aid to schools needs to be
better indexed to local costs of
doing business, according to the
man in charge of the Proposal A
campaign.

“There's a higher cost of doing
business in some areas,’ said
Philip Runkel, former state
school superintendent.

“Some indexing is needed. It
will be done (in the Legislature)
next year. That will help the met-
ropolitan area,” Runkel told the
Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments Friday.

Runkel, a Democrat recruited
for the campaign by Republican
Gov. John Engler, was asked by
Oakland County Commissioner
David Moffitt, R-Farmington
Hills, if Proposal A could have
been better. Runkel said yes.

Proposal A on the June 2 ballot
would amend the state constitu-
tion to guarantee every school dis-
trict at least $4,800 per pupil. For
some rural districts, the increase
would amount to $2,000 over sev-
eral years.

Suburbs critical

Suburban critics have hit this
portion of Proposal A because
school costs are higher in the met-
ropolitan Detroit suburbs. Subur-
ban districts pay more for teach-
ers salaries, home construction,
medical care and insurances than
the outstate area.

A rival legislative proposal by
Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington

would have divided the
state into nine costs-of-doing-
business zones, with varying
amounts of aid. Faxon’s proposal
died in committee without de-
bate.

Hills,

Proposal A would cut property
taxes from their statewide average
of 34-plus mills to 18 to 27 mills.
Low millage rates would prevail
outstate. Higher rates would be
levied in the metropolitan Detroit
suburbs.

Public Sector Consultants, a
Lansing-based think tank, had
much the same criticism of Pro-
posal A, though Robert Kleine, a
PSC economist, endorsed it.

“Proposal A is not perfect,”
Kleine said in a written analysis
given to SEMCOG delegates. “We
are unhappy with the failure to
adjust for regional cost differenc-
es. We would have liked to see
provisions included that would
encourage school reform, particu-
larly consolidation and perform-
ance evaluation.”

‘Last, best hope’

Both Runkel and Kleine agreed
Proposal A was the only method
of achieving school finance reform
in Michigan. In. 20 years, Michi-
gan voters have rejected 11 prop-
erty tax cut plans or state tax in-
creases to raise school revenue
and flatten the disparity between
rich and poor districts.

“In my view, we will not get an-
other ballot proposal in this dec-
ade,” said Runkel. “This is our
last chance. This is the best I've

seen in my years in Michigan,”
said Runkel, who had been super-
intendent of Utica schools before
taking the state post during Gov.
James Blanchard's administra-
tion.

“Proposal A may be the last,
best hope for fixing school ﬁnance
and the state tax imbalance,”
agreed PSC’s Kleine.

If Proposal A fails, Runkel pre-
dicted, state lawmakers will re-
duce categorical aid to well-off
suburban districts and shift the
cost of Social Security and pen-
sions from Lansing to local
schools — the so-called “Robin
Hood' approach.

“They're going after (suburban
districts) like Gang Busters,” said
Runkel, quoting state Rep. James
O'Neill, D-Saginaw, a major fig-
ure in writing the school aid bill.

Runkel also predicted “more
internal warfare” for shares of the
state budget between schools and
competing interests if Proposal A
fails.

And he predicted the Legisla-
ture will spread the sales tax to
more items (though not food and
prescription drugs) if Proposal A
fails.

No income tax hike

Runkel, now a vice president of
Kemper Securities in Lansing,
said he would have preferred the
state shift to an income tax in-
crease to support schools, rather
than a 2-cents hike in the sales
tax. But bowing to political reali-

ty, Runkel said, “An income tax
won't be passed or signed in the
next two years.

Although Proposal A is barely
ahead in the polls, Runkel said it
has ‘“‘the broadest support any
ballot proposal has ever
received.” He cited business, edu-
cation and governmental endorse-
ments. The two teachers unions,
Michigan Education Association
and the Michigan Federation of
Teachers, have endorsed it, but
the AFL-CIO labor federation is
keeping hands off.

Runkel got a polite reception,
but many SEMCOG delegates
from the seven counties clearly
disliked Proposal A. It would cap
assessments for property taxes at
the rate of inflation, limiting their
revenue growth.

“We've been cut in so many
areas — public health, mental
health, social services,” said
Washtenaw County Commission-
er Meri Lou Murray, D-Ann Ar-

r. “They would gain only 1 per-
cent with this (school) proposal.
It's time for an income tax (in-
crease).”

Oakland Community College
board chairman David Hackett of
Rochester Hills asked about the
impact of Proposal A on the
state's 29 two-year colleges.

“They're not going to jump up
and down over the cap (on assess-
ments),” Runkel replied. “They’ll
have a chance down the road to
gain millages (with the reduction
in school district millages).”
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