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= Airport study:A long-awaited local
study on the possible effects of a
state purchase of Mettetal Airport
has been turned over to Michigan
Department of Transportation Di-
rector Pat Nowak. /2A

Developmental education:Frus-
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By M.B. DILLON

STarF WRITER

If Ross Perot's campaign workers
thought they had a lot to cope with,
they ought to take a look at what’s
happening in the camp of the Rev.
William Myers, a candidate for Plym-
outh-Canton school board.

Myers withdrew from the race

The Rev. Williath Myers of Canton dropped out of the
school board race when he got a job outstate. Two days
later, though, Myers decided to go ahead with both the
moveand his local election campaign. If he wh‘, he
hopes to name his own replacement. .8

Monday when a long-awaited pastor's
post with an outstate Methodist
church was offered to him. But on
Wednesday, he changed his mind.
“I’'m not dropping out of the race. |
wil® campaign,” he said, adding that
his decision is based on reaction he's
received from teachers, school em-
ployees, students and members of the

community who are urging him not to
withdraw.

“It would have been easy to throw
in the towel and say, ‘I'm out of it.’
But I will continue to campaign, I'll
put up more signs, and I will be at the
debate May 26.”

Myers said he will find an alternate
suitable to the schoolteachers and
other employees to take his seat if he
wins. If the alternate he recommends
— possibly Pat Liljestrand or Dennis
Williams — isn’t appointed by the
school board, “then there will be a re-
call election,” he said.

“This isn’t coming from me, but
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Myers moving, but still running

from people who are furious. People
want to recail the whole board. As I
raise the issue of my perceptionof the
school board being like an ivory tow-
er, people second it all the time. They
desperately want change; they're to-
tally unsatisfisfied with the status
quo.” - i

Many people are upset and feel
that they've been lied to about the re-
cent teacher contract, he said. “They
were told only teachers got a 3-per-
cent raise, when it went through the
whole district.”

See MYERS, 4A
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trated with their inability to get
answers to their questions about
“developmentatly appropriate
practices” being used in Plym-
outh-Canton elementary schools, a
group of parents got their wish
Monday night. The school board
held a workshop on the subject./3A

Roundtable troubles: The
Roundtable Club at Plymouth’s
Mayflower Hotel may be the latest
victim at the financially troubled
landmark. /3A

Police awards:Canton police
handed out awards to their own
and to citizens who have helped
out. /13A '

tried to repeat as Western Lakes
Activities Assoclation champion in
girls soccer Wednesday. /1B

Softball champs: Plymouth Can-
ton won its own tournament Sat-
urday with an extra-inning victory
over Livonia Ladywood. /1B

Big Screen: [rene Worth stars as

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI B ‘I'm a fan of the police. I'm the first one to call

son was patroling east on Ch;rry Hill

Grandma, the unforgiving matri-
arch of the Kurnitz household, in
“Lost in Yonkers.” Catch John
Monaghan’s review. /8B

Kings of Kernel:Brothers Robert
and Richard Jasgur left good jobs
two decades ago to give the pop-
corn business a try. After a slow
start and several setbacks, busi-
ness is finally popping — to the
tune of some $3 million.

Canton resident, who saw a smashed
Canton patrol car and later Wash-
tenaw County sheriff's deputies whiz
by him on the way to the accident on
Ford Road.

“They are like out of control,” Fair-

child said. “I'm a fan of the police.
I’m the first one to call them. I sup-
port them. But I just think they are
putting people in danger.”
. Fairchild, who saw the accidéent as
he was driving west on Ford Road to
work in Ann Arbor, is concerned
about police pursuits, particularly
when accidents result.

The Canton Police Department has
a written policy on police purcuits.

knowledgeable about what the policy
is,”” said Capt. Alex Wilson. “Every
pursuit is reviewed by the command
(officers) for conformance with the
policy.”

Wilson said he preferred not to
comment in depth about police pur-
suits because of possible litigation re-
garding the May 7 accident. “I don’t
think we can in good conscience say
we will never pursue anyone. The in-
nocent person in this case was the po-
lice officer.”

According to a Washtenaw County
sheriff's report, the accident occurred
just after 2 p.m. at the intersection of
Ford and Gotfredson roads. Canton

a white cargo-style van north on
Gotfredson when he saw the intersec-

tion stop sign, braked and slid into .

the intersection.

The patrol car hit a car driven by
Deborah A. Hanchett, 32, of Pinck-
pey. According to the sheriff’s report,
Hanchett braked but was unable to
avoid the patrol car.

Jenkinson was transported to St.
Joseph’s Hospital, Ypsilanti, where
he received stitches to his head. The
woman . apparently told police and
emergency personnel she did not need
medical treatment and signed off on
treatment, according to police.

The incident began when Jenkin-

STAFF WRITER : &
. But - at Beck when he saw a white van
David Fairchild makes no bones ::i‘m- ! w'p p‘OI:th‘m ’ Hjmst think they are put traveling at more than 70 mph, ac-
about it. He suppsrts the Canton po- ng PQ‘OP e in danger. cording to Canton community rela-
lice. But he’s mad about the auto ac- 5 1 : tions officer Tammie Colling.
cident he saw involving a police offi- David Fau‘cigéld The driver would not stop, sped up
cer who was chasing a speeding car Canton resigent .4 continued on Cherry Hill to Na-
May 7. pier. “The officer had his lights and
“It really made me mad,” said the “The officers are instructed and officer Matt Jenkinson was pursuing sirens on,” Colling said.

The van turned north on Gotfred-
son and as the officer tried to keep up
with it through the intersection, the
accident occurred. ‘“Because he
slowed down at the intersection and
took extra caution, the officer
couldn’t get close enough to read the
plate,” Colling said. The man and
van fled.

Fairchild said he was on Ford
Road, near Prospect Road, when two
sheriff's patrol cars turned onto Ford.
“They were swerving and squealing
tires,” he said, adding he believed the
patrol cars were traveling at least 90
mph. “I think it boils down to poor
driving."”
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By M.B. DILLON
STarr WeiTeER

Because Proposal A would mean a loss of $6.9
million in revenue for Plymouth-Canton Com-
munity Schools and the loss of local control over
spending, the board of education voted to oppose
the measure to be decided by voters June 2.

The beard recommended that citizens not sup-
port Proposal A.

The resolution passed 5-2, with trustees Jack
Farrow and Barbara Graham opposing it. Farrow
contended that because much of the enabling
legislation isn't yet written, it’s premature to
take a position.

Favored by Gov. John Engler, Proposal A
would limit increases in property tax assess-
nuutolpmtuthoinﬁathnnu.wucbw-
et is less. School operating taxes would be re-
duced to 18 non-voted mills, with allowasices

made for previously authorized millage. (For
Plymouth-Canton, the bage millage would be
19.26 mills).

Districts could levy up to 9 additional voted
mills. ‘

The state sales tax would be increased to 6
percent from 4 percent. The revenue from the
sales tax plus 'l:mry proceeds would go to
schools.

A minimum 3 percent per-pupil funding in-
crease would go to districts in 1993-94.

Districts could continue .to levy additional
millage to retire existing debt.

Trustee Dean Swartzwelter, the board’s treas-
urer, said in his resolution that while the propos-
al makes an effort to provide property tax relief
and school finance reform is needed, it adversely
affects the district.

The $6.9 million the district would lose “is $2

School board gives failing grade to Proposal A

million higher than what we have under the cur-
rent school finance system. Proposal A also pass-
es on to this district the financial obligation for
all Social Security taxes and employee retire-
ment costs, a total of over $8 million, and $2
million higher than 1992-93.”

Proposal A also limits local citizens’ control of
the district’s education program, passing it on to
the state of Michigan, Swartzwelter said.

The board “believes that the people of this
district will support the local citizéens’ control
concept and provide adequate financial funding
to support a quality educational program for the
district’s students,” said Swartzwelter's resolu-
tion.

Farrow said the board couldn’t be sure what it

See PROPOSAL A, 4A
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Mettetal report makes norecommendations

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFy WRITER

Michigan Department of
Transportation Director Pat
Nowak has a 10-page report from
the Mettetal Airport Study Com-
mittee on his desk.

“It is sitting in front of me in a
Fed Ex envelope,” Nowak said
Tuesday afternoon, about 24
hours after the committee's May
17 deadline. "l haven't read it
yet.” :

But Nowak, who in March said
he would hold off on the possible
purchase of Mettetal Airport in
Canton until a citizen committee
provided a summary of concerns,
plans to read the report.

“We will gonsider -carefully
what is in there,” Nowak contin-

ued, adding if he finds the need,
he will talk with interested par-
ties to get a good idea of how the
Canton and Plymouth communi-
ties and the aviation community
feel about the proposed purchase.

That would suit local officials
and committee members just fine.

“We indicated that if in fact
there is a purchase, we want to
reinvent the wheel,” said commit-
tee co-chairman Bryan Amann,
Wayne County commissioner.
“There is no way anyone in the
state can say, ‘We didn’t know
about (this or) that.’ We have
tried to highlight our issues to the
state.”

During five meetings — since
the group first met in April —
committee members drew up a se-

ries of concerns, including pro
and con arguments, for Nowak
and others who are involved in
the possible state purchase of the
local airport.

The report, however, contains
no recommendations. “Our charge
was relatively limited,"” said com-
mittee co-chairman Bruce Patter-
son. Other committee members
were Barbara Bergenty, Mark
Merlanti, Margaret Slezak and
John Vergonna.

The report summarizes con-
cerns about the proposed pur-
chase, including the economic im-
pact on the community, owner-
ship, control and possible
expansion, safety issues, impact
on surrounding airports, and how
purchase would affect the com-

munity’s quality of life.

Although the committee asked
for an extension of the May 17
deadline for the report, Nowak
apparently wouldn’t hear of it.
Bill Gehman, director of the
Michigan Bureau of Aeronautics,
was unavailable for comment.

Nowak said he doesn’t have any
deadline — other than a self-im-
posed one — for the conclusion of
the Mettetal issue. But he won't
rush it if there’'s more to consider.
“We'll do it as reasonably fast as
we can, consistent yvith doing it
right.”

Canton Township Supervisor
Tom Yack hopes he doesn't hear
about Mettetal's purchase
through anyone but Nowak. "I

would hope he would pick up the
phone and let us know. It’s hard
to say what will happen next. I
would use the opportunity to say
to him that if they move in the
direction of approval, we would
like these issues raised by the
committee in the grant applica-
tion.”

Under the state proposal, the
Federal Aviation Administration
would pay 90 percent of the pur-
chase cost and the state the rest.
The state would then either get a
local government or private con-
tractor to manage it.

Amann said he expects the de-
cision to buy will involve Gov.
John Engler. The hope is that the
committee’s major concerns, such
as runway length, operations, and

number of aircraft housed at
Mettetal, will be included in the
grant application for the pur-
chase.

“I don’t think there is anything
such as overkill on something like
this,” Amann said. “We are trying
to figure out how to hold people
responsible. We want to be able to
hold someone accountable (for
what happens if the airport is
purchased).” \

Amann said he is satisfied that
the six-member committee heard
citizens' concerns. “We have pro-
vided residents with ample oppor-
tunity to make the state aware of
their concerns. This may be the
last chance for the state to review
our concerns before they make a
decision.”

Battle looms over closing Mayflower Roundtable Club

M ‘We're going to continue our efforts to re-
strain the receiver from terminating the
Roundtable Club operations.’

By KEVIN BROWN
STAFF WRITER

The Mayflower Hotel's owners
and the receiver now running the
financially troubled Plymouth
landmark are in court over the
fate of the hotel's Roundtable
Club.

Both sides were scheduled to
appear in Wayne County Circuit
Court before Judge Paul Teranes
at 9:15 a.m. today on a show cause
hearing.

On Monday, Teranes issued a
reéstraining order preventing the
receiver from closing the Roundt-

_able Club in order to convert the

Bob Peurach

attorney

room to banquet space.

Today, an attorney for*the ho-
tel's owners was scheduled to
demonstrate why the club, found-
ed in 1960, should stay open.

“We're going to continue our ef-
forts to restrain the receiver from
terminating the Roundtable Club

__operations,” said Lorenz’s attor-

ney Bob Peurach.

Judge Teranes, he said, is
scheduled to decide “whether or
not it's in the best interest of the
hotel and its creditors to have the
Roundtable Club stay open.”

Lorenz criticized the effort to
close the club. On Monday, he

_said, “The judge reminded the re-

ceiver we still own the Mayflower,
Heritage (the mortgage holder)
has not foreclosed on it.”

“Until they give us our redemp- #

tion rights they can't do whatever
they feel like doing,” Lorenz said.

Mark Demorest, attorney for
hotel receiver Ron Wilson, said,
“The bottom line is the receiver
has been charged with the respon-
sibility of operating the hotel, in-
creasing revenue and cutting
costs.”

Demorest said the club is los-
ing money. “They can actually
make money using that space as
banquet space,” he said.
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Demorest said he'll try to dem-
onstrate in court “basically that
the analysis of the situation is
correct, that the space would be
better used as banquet space.”

Lorenz said the hotel's owners
are rounding up the financial
backing to get the hotel out of
receivership, and are negotiating
with the receiver.

“You would think when you're
in the middle of negotiations they
wouldn't go off the deep end. The
idea of closing the club, it's ab-
surd.”

“It's a fine institution that be-

longs in this community and be-
longs in that hotel,”” Lorenz said.

The club has 1,400 members.
They were recently billed the an-
nual $150 membership fee.

In December, the hotel which
had earlier filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection was put
into receivership as the hotel
owners were having trouble pay-
ing $1.5 million in debts.

A Heritage Bankcorp spokes-
man has said that while the bank
is exploring a possible sale of the
bank, - that shouldn’t affect the
hotel's status.
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Speaking of schools: Left: Plymouth-Canton school board can-
didate Terry Chuhran (standing) is making his first bid for
public office. Bill Myers and Dave Artley are to his right and
left, respectively. Above: Tenth-grader Jamie Wolff grills can-

Students size up school board candidates

By M.B. DILLON
StarF WRITER

Candidates for Plymouth-Canton school board
squared off at a forum hosted by Close Up students
at Plymouth Canton High School last week. The
students later voted in a mock election.

Close Up is a government class that stresses
hands-on learning and sponsors an annual trip to
Washington, D.C.

With partial results counted, the Rev. Bill Myers

fi<i ELECTION

wouldn't agree to press for Superintendent John
Hoben’s retirement. In addition, the board wasn't
pressing hard enough for passage of the 4-mill re-
quest to appear on the June 14 ballot.

“I'm running because 15,000 kids are important to
me: mor®important than a friendship,” said Myers,
adding that he used to be Artley's pastor at Faith

elementaries before cutting programs, Artley said. I
don’t think it’s the right decision,” he said.

“You have to realize that programs don't have to
be cut if the 4 mills passes,” said Chuhran. “We
don't want our district to become like other school
districts where one third of kids carry guns.”

“If we don’t have the 4 mills, you are not going to
want to attend thse schools. It's more important to
pass the 4 mills than to work on any of our cam-
paigns,” Artley said, adding that students concerned
about alternative ed cuts should attend school board

ministration are doing a very poor job of communi-
cating with the district,” he said.

There needs to be a change in attitude from the
top down and a realization that “people are more
important than money, and that relates to the su-
perintendent,” Myers said. )

Student Jamie Wolff asked why TVs are being
placed in clasrooms when “we can’t even have the
classes we want. Why should we be watching morn-
ing announcements on TV?”

Artley explained that schools are financed out of

B (S We Deliver

f v

350 S. Main Plymouth

459-3410

Open House

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
N. Temftorial R -W. of.-
Gotfredson, Piyrmiouth

455-5560

If You Plan on Building:
A Retaining Wall System, Paving Brick
or a Pond, Don't Miss Our "How To
Seminar Sat., May 22 7:30-6p.m.
Sun., May 23 10-5

GARDEN WALL a
Mon.-Sat. 7:30-5:30 Sun. 10-2 Thurs. 7:30-7:30
Helptul for the Do-it-Yourselfer or the Professlon%_‘
[—_ Best Price —' f_Ames.Eogle_} f_s% OFF

In Town!

Round Point
Fresh Fragrant
| shredded |l ~ Shovel .| 160fsEn Walls,
‘Cedar Bark Only 00 (7 colors)

[ $94 5Qcg | | 2o 76 oowen| IFendt Pavers|

Mhie Supely Losts White Supplies Last kN o)

Expires 6-12-93 Expures 6-12-93 l Expives 6-12-93 l

Asthma
Patients

Research Study
Volunteers Needed

Qualifications include:
Age 18-60
Healthy, Nonsmokers with
Moderate Asthma Symptoms
(Cough, Wheeze, Shortness
of Breath) Controlled by
Inhaled Medications.

Individuals who qualify receive
. Office visits, limited testing, and
study medications at no charge
and up to $500.00 compensation
for participation in the study.

For further information.,
please call JULIE at

473-8440

or 1-800-246-8110

ALLERGY AND ASTHMA
CENTER OF
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
24230 Kanm Boulevard. Suite 130
{10 Mile Road just west of Haggerty)
Nowi. Michigan 48375

(easy access from |-275)

“Does your family know what funeral
arrangements you want?”

Ev

There is an easy way to make sure you
have the exact arrangements you want
without putting a burden on your family.

Choose the arrangements you want

. through the Family Considerations
program. You can pre-pay for
arrangements over time so your family
won't inherit a funeral financial burden.

Come see us anytime. With Family
Considerations, your family will never
have to worry about your funeral

arrangements.

James Vermeulen

Vermeulen Funeral Homes, Inc.

Vermeulen
Funeral Home

Vermeulen Memorial
Funeral Home
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emergency and was on hand for just part of the de-

Fireworks flew as the candidates addressed their
last class of the day. Word reached Myers that Art-
ley was telling students that he was betraying a
friendship by running against Artley. The two are
friends, and Myers has campaigned in the past for
Artley.

Myers said he decided to run

because Artley

33 B i ._'..c.
just time. Dr. en needs to move on. X

Artley was asked a question about cuts projected
for next year in alternative education. He said he's
talked numerous times with kids and “'I understand
what the program does. I'm not happy about making
cuts, but we have to make some tough choices.”

His choice was to delay the opening of the two new

Development teaching criticized
by parents, defended by schools

By M.B. DILLON
STArF WRITER

Frustrated with their inability to get answers to
their questions about “developmentally appropriate
practices” being used in Plymouth-Canton elemen-
tary schools, a group of parents got their wish Mon-
day night. The school board held a workshop on the
subjeet. ,

But before parents were given the opportunity to
tell board members their kids aren’t learning the ba-
sics, they listened to an 80-minute presentation,
slide show and video on developmental education
given by Michael Homes, assistant superintendent
for instruction.

Vincent Lizzio, a Plymouth Township parent and
communications adviser for a Fortune 500 company,
described the meeting as “upside down.

“I was under the impression that what we had was
a customer-driven school board,” he said. “It's after
10 p.m., and customers have yet to be heard from.
You aren't listening to parents. Anytime a parent
has to file a Freedom of Information request to get
information on the school system, something is
wrong. You have to address the criticism. It's not
going to go away.”

Developmental defended

In his presentation entitled, “Childhood Should
Be a Journey, not a Race,” Homes said the develop-
mental system “meets children where they are and
takes them as far as they can go.” It takes into ac-
count students’ differing experiences, maturity
rates, needs, interests, and learning styles, he said.

No longer is every kid expected to perform the
same way on the same day. Homes acknowledged
that “we have a long way to go to get a handle on
what our students are learning and how we can doc-
ument that.”

Parents concerned §

With her husband, Jim, Sue Mills of Plymouth
Township started a newspaper to address parents’
concerns. “My fourth grader can't phonetically
sound out a word,” she said.

Mills said she was advised to have her child tested
for learning disabilities. “I did, and the only thing
they found was that my child had no word-attack
skills.”

Mills said she gets calls nightly from Plymouth-
Canton teachers who share her concerns. “They
can't identify themselves because the schools are
run by such a dictatorship,” she said.

Patsy Stevens of Plymouth Township said par-
ents feel like their kids are guinea pigs. “The system
has to change,” she said.

Joan Erickson of Plymouth said she’s not out to
condemn the program. I asked three years ago how
the program was evaluated. You've told us you
couldn't talk to us until you had your presentation
ready. The board has to start communicating. Par-
ents are upset.”

Teresa Pietraz of Plymouth Township said she,
too, was told to have her child tested for a learning
disability. “I did. After hours of tests, I was told my
child doesn’'t have any problem phonics couldn't
cure.”

Pietraz said she thought she’d found the school
district of her dreams when she moved here, but
“every day has been a living nightmare, with my
child in tears. Why should a child have to go
through this to get what is fundamentally theirs? 1
think it's pathetic.”

‘How do you feel?’

Jim Mills said developmenta) education is de-
fined as “how you feel about how children learn. Our
administration has taken that to mean kinder-
gartners can't learn the alphabet, so you take it
down. Phonics and worksheets you can’t use. Teach-
ers have fewer tools to work with."”

The system was designed for class sizes of 12-15.
Plymouth-Canton elementary classes average 32
students, he said. “We have more children than ever
falling through the cracks,” he added. “We had 314
fourth graders this year who failed the MEAP read-
ing teat. That means they are functionally illiterate.
And those numbers are increasing every year,

“England used this for 30 years and scrapped it in
1992," Mills said.

Youth says cop hit him with flashlight

A Canton youth has filed a
complaint with Plymouth Town-
ship police, maintaining an officer
used excessive force against him
May 12.

Plymouth Township Police
Chief Carl Berry said the 17-year-
old filed a complaint with police

in which a friend, 20, also of Can-
ton was riding at 11:55 p.m. when
police pulled the car over, accord-
ing to the report filed by police
The stop occurred along south-
bound Haggerty Road at Don
« Massey Drive.

out to be incense

Also, a computer check revealed
an outstanding warrant on the 20-
year-old. Police arrested both
males.

Berry said the allegation of ex-
cessive force will be forwarded to
the-Wayne County Sheriff's De-
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PERSONALIZE YOUR

TERRY ROBE AT NO

EXTRA CHARGE

$33

Wrap up in cotton terry
‘f’mm bath to
beach or pool Its soft
and absorbent
Personal monogramming is
included in the
f|51‘4rhe;1rr(.‘f brice, too
White, medium blue
medium _f'«:nk }-’f”cu* or
coral S-M-L

] Shop

Jacobson's

partment for investigation, and '
the Plymouth Township Police
Department will conduct its own
investigation “to make sure the
officer followed all the rules and
regulations of this department.”

According to the report filed by
police, a 24-pack of beer bottles
was visible on the back seat, and
some of the bottles were open. Po-
lice also spotted a substance they
believed to be hash, but turned

48401 Ann Arbor Road
Plymouth, M 48170 Westiand, Mi 48188

Trust 71aD.
(313) 459-2250 (313) 326-1300

Family Consideration plans are underwritien by United Family Life Insurance Company

980 N. Newburgh Road

alleging an officer broke his wrist
by striking him with a flashlight
during his arrest on a charge of
minor in possession of alcohol.

The youth, 17, was driving a car
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