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TODAY

Special kids: A local business-
man wanted to do something for
children in the Make-a-Wisi pro-
gram, so he helped them meet
their heroes, the Detroit Lions.

/ 3A

Bike help: A local youth in need
of a special bicycle found some
friends in the Plymouth and Can-

ton areas who were willing to help.
/6A

COUNTY NEWS |

Brooks and Ed Show: If their TV
pilot is a go, viewers are in for
quips as well as information on the
i1ssues before Wayne and Oakland
counties. /SA i

Lights, camera, action: A com-
puter consulting company makes
its television debut in a documen-
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BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

If the state buys Mettetal Airport,

Jan Mueller wants the purchase of

property limited to the two parcels
that now comprise the facility.

But in its 1993 request for a federal
grant, the state has requested pur-

A Canton Township committee studying the proposed
purchase of Mettetal Airport with state and federal
money listened to public comments from the owner of
another area airport, who contended that there are
state plans to expand Mettetal. : R

chase of the existing airport land, as
well as two small parcels across Joy
Road, according to Mueller, the CEO
of a Plymouth-Canton company and
part owner of the New Hudson Air-

port.
“The airport is expanded,” Mueller
maintains, if property south of the ex-

isting airport is bought. Mettetal ap-
parently has an air easement over
that land.

Mueller asked the Mettetal Airport
Study Committee Monday afternoon
to put in a purchase agreement with
the state-that the Federal Aviation

Administration cannot buy the prop-

erty south of the airport.

“l don’t know if the state or the
FAA would ever agree to that,” said
Bryan Amann, Wayne County com-
missioner and committee co-chair-
man.

The airport committee plans to
meet once more at 2 p.m. Tuesday,

Fiery CenTs

0 1993 Subwban Communications Comporaton

Man says airport plans to expand

May 11. Despite a request to delay
their report of issues surrounding the
state’s proposed purchase of Mette-
tal, they have been asked to meet the
original May 17 deadline.

“Or they are proceeding without
us,” said attorney Bruce Patterson,
an Eastern Michigan University offi-
cial and committee co-chairman. )

That was the word from Michigan
Department of Transportation direc-
tor Pat Nowak, who suggested the cit-
izens committee and agreed to hold
off on the airport purchase until the

See AIRPORT, 4A
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BY MARY LoU SONG
STArF WRITER

can celebrate being a mother again.

On Mother’s Day, Nancy Potts

e

}M TR e

tary on cable channel CNBC./12B

Menu, please: Nothing but the
fax when it comes to restaurants
pioneering a new method of get-
ting their names before the public.
/12B

She and her husband, ‘Don, are

sons: Jeffrey, 28, and Joseph, 26.
But two years ago, the Pottses de-
cided to become parents again.

So they became foster parents.
Thus far they have cared for five fos-
ter children in their Canton home.

-
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Instead of punching a time clock,
she works in her basement, creat-
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ing gift baskets for all occasions. couple force themselves out of the
: house occasionally. A dinner togeth-
er or bowling with their
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e oo | Nigerian girl finds help, hope in Canton

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER
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Elizabeth Onwuagha and her
daughter, JeJe, will return to Nigeria
soon with thoughts of special people
to warm their hearts.

“America is a great land of compas-
sion,” Onwuagha said. “I am a bene-
ficiary of it.”

Onwuagha said she will never for-
get a small group of Americans and
what they have done for her 9-year-
old daughter. -

JeJe has Crouzon's syndrome,
which involves eye and facial deform-
ities. Since birth, JeJe has been un-
able to breathe through her nose. In
November 1992, the mother and
daughter returned to the United
States — JeJe was born here — for a
checkup and eyelid surgery at the

“We were not particularly happy
with her facial look and her ability to
breathe,” Onwuagha said. “The doc-
tors at U of M thought she would
grow out of her problems. As time
went on, things got worse.”

JeJe was taken to the U of M's
craniofacial team. But the hospital
could not accept JeJe and her mother
as a charity case. JeJe already had
two unsuccessful eyelid surgeries in
Nigeria.

Canton man helps

Onwuagha’s friend Bert Igwe of
Canton, with whom Elizabeth and
JeJe are staying, went to work. “I
called a lot of organizations that take

See HOPE, 2A
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Homeward bound: JeJe Onwuagha, 9, and her mother, Eliza-
beth, are getting ready to fly home to Nigeria. The mother and
daughter stayed with Bert Igwe of Canton, a family friend,
while JedJe received facial surgery at Providence Hospital.

A re you looking for
that special place to take
your mom on Mother'’s Day?
The Observer & Eccentric can
help you sort through the options.
For just a $3.50 charge on either
your Visa or Mastercard, we’ll fax
or mail you a list of restaurants in
Wayne and Oakland counties that
are offering special Mother'’s Day
menus complete with phone num-
bers, howurs and prices. To order,
call 1-800-987-8904 using a
Touch-Tone phone and request
isem Q488. Have your charge
card number handy when you call.

Official says dispute won'’t affect foundation

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
Starr Wrrren )

Much ado about nothing is how a reported dis-
pute between two Canton Community Founda-
tion activists is now being described.

“It was a big nothing,” said Phyllis Redfern,
foundation president.

Rumors have been floating wildly lately that
Bruce Patterson, who resigned as president of
the Canton Economic Club — which is spon-
sored by the foundation — more than a month
ago, did so following some disagreements with
Bill Joyner, foundation executive director,

“It’s between the two of them. |
don’t think it’s going to affect the foundation,”
Redfern said. “They had a clash. It does not, nor
will I allow it to, affect the foundation.”

The foundation’s board members met this

weekend at a retreat and planning session.
ollowing that outing, both Patterson and

Joyner said they will not publicly discuss their
disagreements.

“I have been advised to make no comment re-
garding the foundation or the econmomic club,”
Patterson said.

Joyner, who selected Patterson as president of
the economic club, also would not comment ex-
cept to say that the two “have legitimate disa-
greements on visions” for the foundation and
economic club. “I respect Bruce for all the work
he’s done.”

Patterson, foundation vice president, who
served as economic club president for two years,
may return and serve out the remaining few
weeks of his term, which expires at the end of
May, Redfern said.

Bystanders to the dispute have said that both
men handle their respective positions differently.
Patterson is known for his attention to detail
and follow up, while Joyner is known for his en-

thusiasm and creativity.

A new economic club president will be chosen
by the foundation board of directors and execu-
tive director, Redfern said. “He (Patterson) will
continue to be on the foundation board.”

Despite the personality differences, the foun-
dation finds itself in a good year financially with
a 1992-93 budget of $170,000, compared to the
1991-92 budget of $82,000 and 1990-91, $80,000.

“We doubled the organization at a time when
funding for charitable causes is down,” Joyner
said. “We are expanding programs dramatically.

Redfern said services are growing and so is de-
mand. The Canton Family Services already has a
35-person waiting list, for example. “We have in-
creased our involvement significantly,” she said.

A recent management audit by Plante &
Moran of Southfield lauds the foundation’s abjl-
ity to plan and budget. “For an organization our
size, we're doing everything right,” Joyner added.
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“It’s like anything else,” she
said. “We got the first baby, then
the second. It got easy, so we got
the third baby. You gradually get
used to it.

“If you're doing it for anything
other than wanting to, it will be a
burden. You’re the one that's
doing the work. I do it because |
love the child.”

But she said she could not
manage without her husband. He
said the hard part for him was

learning to let a foster child go
back to his birth parents.

“There are certain babies that
you get more attached to than
others,” he said. “We got a baby
at three weeks and he went home
at 15 months. It can be devastat-
ing. But you learn up front that
they're going home. We're doing it
because they are at a point in
their life when they need stabili-
ty.”

Nancy Potts said seeing a child

Hope from page 1A

go back to a loving home helps. _

“If it's a good situation, it
makes you feel good that you've
helped that family and that child
and that they're going to be to-
gether,” she said.

They hope to eventually adopt
a child while continuing to be fos-
ter parents.

“l don’t see us quitting,” she
said. “We're not in it just to
adopt. We're in it to help the
kids.”

care of cleft syndromes,” said
Igwe, who knew Onwuagha back
in Nigeria.

Through a series of phone calls,
Igwe got in touch with social
worker Eva Forman, who works
with Dr. lan Jackson at the Insti-
tute for Craniofacial and Recon-
structive Surgery, which offers a
charity care program.

The institute, which is affiliat-
ed with Providence Hospital,
Southfield, regularly needs hosts
and interpreters, such as Igwe, for
its many national and interna-
tional patients.

“Eva brought the news to us
that Dr. Jackson would do the
surgery for free. I could not be-
lieve it," Onwuagha said. "It was
the most incredible thing. It was
fantastic.”

JeJe is an American citizen,
but not eligible for Medicaid be-
cause she's not a resident. In Ni-
geria, Onwuagha would have had
to sell all of her family’s posses-
sions and then some to pay for the
surgery. Because there is no
health insurance, only cash is ac-
cepted up front.

Dr. Jackson offered to perform
surgery immediately on Jede
when she and her mother were at
Igwe's last November. But the
thought of Christmas and her
brother and sisters danced in her
head. She wanted to go home and
made a promise to return.

Back in Nigeria, the
Onwuaghas began saving money
for the $9,000 airfare back to the
United States.

“QOur friends had to rally round
and help,” Onwuagha said, add-
ing it’s also not easy to get a visa
for America.

Finally, the Onwuaghas had
enough money for the airfare and
were on their way. On April 8, Dr.
Jackson operated. On April 16,
JeJe was on her way home to
Igwe's house. “I am grateful to
him,"” said JeJe, cuddling her new
purple Barney doll.

Auto hits, kills local man

walking across Ford Road |}

A 74-year-old Canton man was
killed Friday night when he was
struck by a car as he was crossing
Ford Road, east of Sheldon Road.

Peter Smarsh was crossing
Ford east of the crosswalk when
he was struck by a 1985 Chrysler
traveling east on Ford, according
to Canton police.

The Canton Fire Department
responded to the accident just af-
ter 10 p.m. and transported him
to St. Mary Hospital, Livonia,
where he was pronounced dead on
arrival.

The Canton Accident Investi-
gation Team is continuing its in-
vestigation of the accident, It is
not believed that the driver of the
car was speeding or under the in-
fluence of alcohol when the acci-
dent occurred.

£ COP CALLS

Attempted murder arrest

A 5l-year-old Canton woman
was treated at St. Mary Hospital,
Livonia, after someone reportedly
tried to strangle her in her home
in Royal Holiday Mobile Home
Park, 39500 Warren, early Sun-
day.

The woman told police that she
took a ride home from a 26-year-
old Canton man she met with a
friend at a Livonia bar. The wom-
an was introduced to the man,
who worked with her friend’s boy-
friend. She told police she was re-
luctant to go with the man but
her friend and her boyfriend
planned to go to a restaurant be-
fore returning home.

When the pair arrived at the
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woman's home, the man asked if
he could use her bathroom. While
in the bathroom, he shouted to
the woman that her plumbing was
leaking. When the woman entered
the bathroom, the man grabbed
her and began choking her. The
woman said she thought she was
being choked with an orange-col-
ored cord.

The man continued to choke
the woman until she passed out.
When she ined conscious-
ness, the man was no longér in
her mobile homre and her purse
was missing. She called the Can-.
ton police. The Canton Fire De-
partment transported the woman
to the hospital for treatment.

The man was later arrested as
his residence. He is in Wayne
County Jail on a $30,000 cash
bond. A preliminary exam is
scheduled for May 14 in 35th Dis-
trict Court.

SATURDAY WORSHIP

WE ARE CELEBRATING OUR
DAY OF DEDICATION
Sunday May 9, 1993

ST. MICHAEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
7000 Sheldon Road
Canton, Michigan

459-3333

Please join us for our regular services

Sponsoring a
wish: Bob
Coleman of
Bob’s of Can-
ton watches the
Detroit Lions
practice outside
the Silverdome
with Canton
resident There-
sa Polzin, who
participates in
the Make-A-
Wish Founda-
tion. Coleman
sponsored the
foundation’s
visit with Lions Hn
. players. 53N

Make-A-Wish kids

meet Detroit Lions

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Theresa Polzin of Canton wanted a new bedroom
set. Eric Donohue and Jeffrey Wood of Westland
went to Disney World. Mike Modras of Plymouth
hasn’t made his wish yet.

In the Make-A-Wish Foundation, the four share
a kindred spirit. On Friday, they were sharing a
chance to meet the Detroit Lions. In particular,
Mike, 14, and Jeff, 10, were waiting to meet Barry
Sanders.

**“We don't just grant wishes. We also give wish
efhancements where we have different events," said
Karen Roedding of the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
“We do this to help keep their minds off what they
are going through.”

Theresa, a Plymouth-Salem High School senior,
is now in a three-year remission from leukemia.
Eric and Mike are recovering from surgery for brain

tumors. Mike is continuing with chemotherapy. Jeff
is learning to live with a genetic blood disease and

is part of a treatment program at the National In-
stitute of Health in Maryland.

Thanks to Bob Coleman of Bob's of Canton, the
four were among eight children, youths and young
adults, who arrived at the Silverdome Friday after-
noon to watch the Lions practice and a chance to
meet their favorite players.

“I'm just sponsoring this,” Coleman said. “When
you see these kids how can you not do it.”

The Coleman-sponsored event began with a con-
versation with former Detroit Lion Charlie Sanders,
who will be at Bob's of Canton in the Golden Gate
shopping center on Lilley Road, south of Joy, with
other athletic friends for a silent auction May 22-
23. All proceeds will go to the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation. The public is invited.

The conversation was about Charlie Sanders
demonstrating his new barbecue sauce, Grid Iron,
at Bob's of Canton, during the silent auction.
“Well, one thing led to another. Charlie said, ‘'why
don't you just bring the kids out to the
Silverdome.” "

And it was done.

.
-
-
-
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The used jewelry will be cleaned, wrapped, and deivered
to area nursing homes for the “forgotten” mothers

Status Faux Jewelry
Elegant “Fashion' Jewelry

Summit Place Mall *
Waterford

“Feel free to walk around and look over there.”  Nymber20: Most of the Make-A-Wish kids and young adults had their eyes on Barry
said Lions community relations assistant Kim

French to the kids gathering outside the practice Sanders during practice. Kids crowd around as Sanders talks with Ron Caldwell of
field. Northuille.

’ .

* Rev. Dr. Jerry Yarnell
Senior Pastor

* Rev. Drex Morton
* Rev. Dave Woodby
* Rev. Abe deVries

5:30 P.M.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 A.M.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

¢ 100% Guarantee For
One Year On Plants,
\d Materials & Labor

"

Immediately, they were armed with Detroit Lions

Great Oaks Mall *
pennants and hats. Seated on a hill, they stretched

Rochester

Laurel Park Place Mall
Livonia
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Leaving a mark: Detroit Lions player Da-
vid Lutz autographs a football for Jeff
Fitzpatrick of Warren during a Make-A-
Wish Foundation visit with the team.

to see Barry Sanders in his number 20 jersey.

“He’s a good player,” said Mike Modras, whose
name was given to the Make-A-Wish foundation by

_Eric Donchue.

Theresa Polzin, 18, who will attend Eastern
Michigan University in the fall, was told about
Make-A-Wish by her University of Michigan doc-
tor. She always wanted a new bedroom set and
that's what she got as her wish. Her foundation
coordinator, who regularly checks in with Theresa,
told her about the Lions, ‘I said, ‘why not.””

Like Mike Modras, Jeff Wood is just getting in-
volved with the foundation. Jeff is hoping to meet
Michael Jackson and President Bill Clinton.

“This has been really nice. It’s special what they
{foundation) do for us,” said Jeff's mom, Sandra,
who plans to bicycle in the foundation’s 300 mile
fund-raiser trek in Angust.

the school dis-

¥ M.B. DILLON
AFF WRITER

‘ When Central School

Middle Principal

Pat

Moore returned from Washington D.C. receml_v_, shve
was able to show students and staff who didn't

ene of many applications of the high technology
that soon will be available to teachers and students
throughout Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.
* Central, Hoben Elementary and Pioneer Middle
8chool are the first schools to go on line with tech-
mology purchased through the recently-approved
$69.7 million bond issue. Of that amount, $12 mil-
fiom is earmarked for high tech equipment.

" Demonstrating the equipment, Donna Aveck,
Plymouth-Canton’s director of computer services
and instructional technology, and Superintendent
John Hoben dazzled educators from across the
pountry who traveled here last month to attended a
seminar

~ Visitors began their tour in Hoben's climate-con-

trolled “head-end room,” known as “‘command cen-
tral,” or “mission control” in other schools. The
room contains a rack that houses laser disk players,
compact disk-interactive players, VCR’s, still video
players and tuners for cable television access. Fiber

Those who fear high technology might replace
books in schools needn’t worry, Aveck said. While
teachers have access to encyclopedias, atlases and
other materials on disks, books still can be found in
media centers and classrooms. “Technology is just
one more tool; no more or less important than any
other,” said Aveck.

Available to teachers at all times are public tele-
vision, CNN, and the Discovery and weather chan-
nels. A school news channel is available also. "1 can
see a day when announcements won't be necessary.
Teachers will play the school channel during pass-
ing time or while taking attendance,” Aveck pre-

See HIGH TECH, 4A
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group provides its report — by the
noon Monday, May 17, deadline.

In response to Mueller's con-
tentions, John Vergonna, Mette-
tal assistant manager, told the
committee that without buying or
leasing land south of the airport,
the runway would be shortened,
which he believes is what Mueller
wants.

“Mr. Mueller can capitalize on
our instability,” Vergonna said.
“He stands a lot to lose with
Mettetal stability.”

Andrea Fischer, an attorney
representing Canton on the air-
port issue, said the FAA will pro-
vide a grant, essentially a con-
tract, to buy the airport. "l am
told they are willing to write into
the grant agreement limits to ex-
pansion. Once the money is pro
vided by the federal government,
those strings come attached.”

Fischer said the state wants ad-
ditional land because the runway
would be shifted. A nearby 25-
acre parcel would be purchased
whole even though just three
acres are needed because the
property owner could not use the
land with the FAA's safety re-
strictions.

Grant agreement

Amann asked Fischer if she
could bring a state representative
to the last meeting to discuss ex-
actly what property the state
wants to buy. She is also expected
to provide a list of items that
should be included in the grant
agreement. )

Under-the state proposal,the ctate over the airport, said it's

FAA would pay 90 percent of the
purchase cost and the state the
rest. The state would then seek a
local government to run it, or a
private contractor if local govern-
ments aren’t interested.

Vergonna also told the group
that there are no projections

M ‘l am told they (the
Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration) are will-
ing to write Into the
grant agreement lim-
its to expansion.’

Andrea Fischer
Canton attorney

about increased air traffic with
the state purchase. But Fischer
added that a limit on airplane
hangar space can be included in
the grant agreement.

Patterson and Amann said that
Mettetal would not force commer-
cial aircraft from Detroit Metro-
politan Airport to fly at higher al-
titudes. “His response was no,"”
Patterson said, referring to a con-
versation he had with the Metro
Airport director.

The committee also briefly dis-
cussed safety issues. If the state
buys property across Joy Road,
planes may clear by only 15 feet
instead of the existing 25 feet,
Mueller said.

Vergonna responded that a sys-
tem would be in place with lights
to show pilots where they must
touch down.

Safety issues included plane al-
titudes over Joy Road, increased
air traffic over residential areas,
as well as who will be responsible
or pay for police and fire services
in case of a plane crash. :

Fischer, who has not been given
permission to negotiate with the

possible to receive a payment in
lieu of taxes (PILOT) with the
sale of the airport. Mettetal ap-
parently pays approximately
$40,000 in property taxes yearly.

“As you know, the township
has not taken a position, therefore
I have not,” Fischer said.

Plymouth, Mettetal-
Canton Airport

Jan Mueller, a part owner of the New
Hudson Airport, toid the Mettetal Air-
port Study Committee that two parceis
across Joy Road (A) are part of the
state's 1993 grant request to purchase
the Mettetal Airport. He maintains that
the state also wants to buy property
(B) immediately south of the existing
airport and that will expand the facility.

A ] A
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Teachers can reserve other re-
sources, such as Compton’s In-
teractive Encyclopedia, “Win-
dows on Science,” or the Rand
McNally Atlas for specific les-
sons. Storage space isn't likely to
be a problem in the head-end
room. Hoben Elementary’s ency-
clopedia set and Webster's Dic-
tionary are contained on a single
disk.

The system’s instructional op-
portunities are limitless.

“There's no other way I could
show a kid what a live heart looks
like, or an erupting volcano. I can
take them back in time, or show
them on video the violent reaction
between hydrogen and oxygen. It
takes all of 45 seconds, but it's a
real violent explosion. I can
rewind it and show it frame by
frame,” Aveck said. “You can
show kids things that otherwise
wouldn't be showable.”

Convenience is key, she added.
“If a teacher had to haul a laser
disk machine on a cart into the
classroom to show a 45-second

H ‘There’s no other way | could show a kid what
a live heart looks like, or an erupting voicano. |
can take them back in time, or show them on
video the violent reaction between hydrogen
and oxygen . . . You can show kids things that
otherwise wouldn’t be showable.’

Donna Aveck
Plymouth-Canton schoals

hydrogen-oxygen reaction, she
might not be bothered.”

The system being installed by
Dynacom Information Systems
and Michigan Bell is designed to
accommodate yet-to-be-developed
technology. Fiber-optic cable the
width of a human hair and made
of glass housed in the walls of
Plymouth-Canton schools “is the
biggest highway available, and we
are ready for it,”” Aveck said.

Phone jacks in the classroom
control panels will enable teach-
ers to connect speaker phones,
faxes, modems, “anything that

uses a phone to get a signal,” said
Aveck.

Eventually, classrooms will be
able to broadcast to any other
similarly-equipped classroom.
Aveck foresees the day when “stu-
dents can say hello to their
friends in France.

“It's really exciting what you
can do," she said. “You have a
bag of tricks; a wonderful wealth
of resources. I talk about connect-
ing people with people. That's
what our system is designed to do.
Technology is our link to the out-
side world.”
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County executives film funny TV pilot program

BY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
Srary WRITER

The Democrats and Republi-
cans in Washington might be
doing their best to preserve the
fedéral gridlock program, but in
Wayne and Oakland counties
they're getting on like Laurel and
Hardy.

As Wayne County Executive
Edward McNamara and Oakland
©Oounty Executive L. Brooks
Patterson hosted the pilot episode
for a new TV show last week, suf-
ficient humor leavened the sub-
stantive discussion to make co-
medians all over metro Detroit se-
ripusly worried for their
livelihood.

The program, called “County

ines,” hasn't received the green
light for a slot in the WDIV-TV

Channel 4 line-up yet, and the pi-
lot episode is not supposed to be
aired. But if last week's foray into
levity is any indication,
McNamara and Patterson might
be the Siskel and Ebert of public
affairs programming.

“The chemistry is real good,”

said producer Jeff Fish. “The two
of them play off each other really
well. Everybody seems pretty high
on (the show) around here.”

The repartee started early
Thursday as McNamara and
Patterson waited on opposite
sides of a small stage for the cam-
eras to start rolling. “This is a
fine mess you've gotten me into,
Brooks,” said McNamara, recall-
ing Oliver Hardy’s famous line.

“Oprah makes it look so easy,"”
Patterson quipped.

Execs have serious
discussions, as well

BY RALPH R. ECHTINAW
S'r_ArFWnrrm

. Squeezed in between their
many jokes last week, Wayne
County Executive Edward
McNamara and Oakland County

Executive L. Brooks Patterson se--

riously discussed a few issues of
local interest.

The lead topic of their TV pilot
program was public funding for
stadiums, particularly as it might

~apply to building a new-arena for

the Detroit Tigers.

“l love the old stadium,”
McNamara said. "I think it's
beautiful. But they've got to gen-
erate more revenue.”

¢ McNamara added that he’s not
opposed to partial public funding

or a new Tiger Stadium, but "I
don'’t think you ever do it without
a vote of the people.”

Tigers owner Mike Ilitch, how-
ever, hasn't asked the county for
help. Noting that Ilitch wants to
keep the Tigers in Detroit,
McNamara said that’s a big im-
provement over former owner
‘Tom Monaghan. “Monaghan’s at-
titude was, ' want to leave
town,” " he said.

If public money is used to help
build a new stadium, McNamara

said, new taxes on rental cars and
hotels would be a good source.
Patterson and McNamara also
discussed the recent proposal to
fence off largely vacant areas of
Detroit. Patterson thinks it's a
dumb idea. “If I ever said, ‘Put a
fence around Detroit,” they'd run
me out of town,"" he said.
McNamara likes the idea, but
said “fencing is a bad word. I
would hope that you clear (those

__vacant areas) and start looking for

a market. ] am convinced that the
new frontier the developers are
going to discover someday is the
city of Detroit."”

McNamara added that the
state constitution changes out-
lined in Proposal A, which would
drastically reduce property taxes
in Detroit, are just the impetus
developers need to move back to
the city. Proposal A is due to be
voted on statewide June 2.

McNamara said that Oakland
County should be worried about
Detroit, too, because eventually
“Royal Oak and Birmingham will
also suffer on account of that
blight (in Detroit)."”

As the taping ended at about 10
p.m. Thursday, McNamara said
to Patterson, “I'm surprised how
well-informed you are.”

B ‘This is a fine mess
you’ve gotten me into,
Brooks.’

Ed McNamara

Wayne County executive

McNamara, dressed in a grand-
fatherly sweater, was quietly cau-
tioned by an aide to fasten the
garment's bottom two buttons.
“What she said is, ‘Your fly is
open,” " McNamara told the au-
dience.

“You look like a homeboy,” an
audience member joked back.

Once the program began taping,
Patterson wasted no time ribbing
McNamara about his recently re-

ported personal fleet of three
county cars. Patterson apologized
to audience members who had
trouble finding a parking place
because McNamara brought all
his cars. “Just try finding yours
when you leave,” McNamara shot
back.

To a guest, McNamara said,
“You didn't drive I hope. I could
have sent a car for you."

The two men bantered for near-
ly an hour about public funding of
stadiums, casino gambling, blight
in Detroit, the Red Wings and Dr.
Jack Kevorkian. On Kevorkian,
Patterson said, “He's our local
resident nut case.”

McNamara took a moment late
in the program to plug the
SMART bus system, noting that
he rode a bus from Dearborn to
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downtown Detroit Thursday
morning. “I could fly to Chicago
faster than it took me to get from
Telegraph and Michigan to down-
town," he said.

Afterwards he noted that “the
flippancy comes out.”

Even audience members got in
on the hilarity, albeit inadvertent-
ly. Paul Funk, who works for
Patterson, prefaced a question by
saying, "I grew up in Wayne
County. I'm fortunate enough
now to live and work in Oakland
County.”

Speaking of the audience, it
was primarily composed of

McNamara’'s 25 guests, gleaned
from the memberships of several

civic groups. Patterson’s guests
numbered perhaps 15, meostly
Qakland County directors and de-
partment heads who spent an
hour before the taping across the
street at the Anchor Bar, then re-
turned there after the taping.

James Alexander, Republican
party chairman in Qakland Coun-
ty, loved the show. “They played
off each other well,” he said. “It
was very interesting. Maybe
they’ll start working together.”

Funk frankly can’t wait until
“County Lines” is a regular in the
Channel 4 stable. “There are so
many (guests) they could bring
in,” he said. “It's a dynamite
show.”

Presents

MARLENE

STOWE

Meet designer Marlene Stowe

tomorrow and Saturday,

o5

How to look

The Somerset Collection 2705 W &

g Beaue Puan 313:643 33K

the ninth annual

Village

for the benefsit of

Dearborn, Michigan

+

Gala Preview Evening
Thursday May 6, 1993
6:00 pm. to 10:00 p.m.

Friday
May 7, 1993
11:00 am. o 9:00 p.m.

Saturday
May 8, 1993
11:00 am. to 7:00 p.m.

Sunday

May 9, 1993
11:00 am. to 5:00 p.m.

Lovett Hall

Antiques Show & Nale

Henry Ford Museum & Greenfield Village

Robert C. Lawler, Show Manager

+

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (313) 271-1620

J. Jordan Humberstone Management







