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Celebrate
Canton

Join your neighbors and
township officials at the third
annual Celebrate Canton Dinner
Dance, 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
16, at Fellows Creek Golf Course,
2936 South Lotz in Canton.

A buffet dinner, a cash bar and
entertainment will be provided.
Tickets are $30 per person.

Some money raised from the
event will go toward helping
support a volunteer recognition
program in April.

Call Canton administration
assistant Dan Calabrese at 397-
5472 for tickets and other
information.

Fiddler reunion

Cast and crew members of the
1971 and 1981 Plymouth Park
Players productions of “Fiddler on
the Roof” are invited to a 20-year
reunion Saturday, March 16. For
more information, call 459-3518.

‘Merit badges

in government

Cub Scouts from Pack 858, Den
6 in Canton witnessed their school
board in action recently. Even
though the meeting was on the dry
side, the Scouts, ages 9 and 10,
were attentive and stayed for the
entire session.

One adult observing the Scouts
thought they were so patient and
well-behaved that they deserved
two merit badges.

Cub Scout Brian Munson didn’t
seem to mind spending his evening
in a metal folding chair listening
to the school board.

“It was OK, compared to the
cotirt,” Brian said.

Thé boys regularly attend
meetings and visit governmental
units as part of their Scout
activities, said their den leader,
Mike Munson.

“This was a little dry for them,
but I think they got some good
stuff.”
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Mettetal ‘not important’ to county

Schools take non-commital
stance on airport issue, 2A

Petitions rejected, 2A

By Diane Gale
staff writer

The feud between the supervisors
in Canton and Plymouth townships
over Mettetal Airport isn't worth
putting future joint projects at risk,
according to Mike Duggan, deputy
Wayne County executive.

The airport, at Lilley and Joy

roads in Canton, is classified a re-
liever airport for Metropolitan Air-
port, but the county doesn’t place a
lot of emphasis on that roll.

“As far as we're concerned it
doesn’t make a difference,” Duggan
said. '"As a matter of air traffic, it is
not important to the county.”

The question of whether Plymouth
and Plymouth Township should be
involved in operating Mettetal, Dug-
gan said, is up to the residents of
those communities.

“It's not a county issue. If this is-
sue is tearing apart people, that air-
port isn’t worth it.”

THE REAL issue lies in whether
the neighboring townships will coop-
erate in future projects during the
continuing legal battles and disputes

—surrounding the Mettetal issue, he
said.

As the flap over the airport contin-
ues, battle lines have been drawn.
Canton Supervisor Tom Yack has
taken a stand against public owner-
ship of Mettetal, which is on land
zoned for light industrial use. Other
communities have no right to take
control of land in Canton, he has
_said.

On the other side of the dispute is

Groundhog
Day is fun

By Julie Brown
staff writer

Groundhog Day is traditionally
Punxsutawngy Phil's moment of glo-
ry, but he has to share the limelight
with local teacher Ron Myers.

Myers teaches fifth grade at
Fiegel Elementary School in Plym-
outh Township. He's made it a tradi-
tion in recent years to dress up in a
tuxedo and top hat in honor of
Groundhog Day, Feb. 2, and the stu-
dents think that's great.

“There's ‘very little done on
Groundhog Day.” Myers decided to
change that, and wouldn’t mind see-
ing more widespread tion of
the day. Traditionally, on Feb. 2 the

comes out of hibernation.
If it sees its shadow, it supposedly
returns to its hole for six more
weeks of winter weather.

Please turn to Page 2
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photos by BILL BRESLER/staft photographer
Teacher Ron Myers tells the story of how a groundhog saved his life when he was a boy.
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Those cele-
brating
Groundhog
Day at Fiegel
Elementary
School were
encouraged to
“Think
Spring.”

Plymouth Township Supervisor
Maurie Breen, who argues that the
airport is part of the Plymouth and
Plymouth Township community. It's
a longtime landmark in the area and
could serve as the base for an avia-
tion school, Breen said.

Despite their differences on
Mettetal, Yack has said, cooperation

between the communities won't
change.
Breen said: “From his perspec-

tive, he's right and from our per-
spective, we're right. It doesn’t spoil
projects for down the road. Perhaps
it provides a crunch at the moment.”

Some observers aren't as coall
dent. Teamwork among local politi
cians is important to bring jobs s
Western Wayne County and it can be
difficult to convince a company ¥
locate in an area where there is po-

‘litical infighting, they say.

Mettetal is “tearing” at the lead-
ers in Canton and Plymouth tows-
ships and we hope they will reloh.
it,” Duggan said. -

THE RIFT bétween the townshije
hasn't killed specific projects, Dug-

Please turn to Page

Opposition wins

Tigers strike out in plans to
put stadium on seminary site

By Diane Gale
staff writer

Rumors that St. John Provincial
Seminary in Plymouth Township
will be the site of a new stadium for
the Detroit Tigers are out in left
field, according to Mike Duggan,
deputy Wayne County executive:

said_he is working closely
with Tiger officials to éither save
the old ballpark or find a location in
Wayne County for a new stadium,

HE ADDED, however, that Tiger
management also is working with
Qakland and Washtenaw county offi-
cials on possible spots in those com-
munities.

“lI can assure you there are no
plans, whatsoever, to put the stadi-
um on the seminary site,” Duggan
said. “Whatever site selection is
done in Wayne County is being done
by us, and the seminary is not one of
the sites.” 4

The county is working with Tiger
management to keep the Tigers in
Detroit, said Duggan, who declined
to name other Wayne County loca-
tions being considered.

Plymouth Township resident and
developer, Robert DeMattia, said the
seminary land on the southeast cor-
ner of Sheldon and Five Mile had

‘I can assure you there
are no plans,
whaltsoever, to put the
stadium on the
seminary site.”
— Mike Duggarr
Wayne County deputy

director

been sought for the ball park, howew.
er, opposition killed the plan. -
“A lot of us worked hard agaimpt
" DeMattia said. “We need the sta
dium to stay in Detroit. I think we
have to do what we can to make De-
troit a viable entity.”

Last year, DeMattia and okb-
velopers announced to blsild &
golf course, office complex and resl-
dential community on 1,000 acred
kitty-corner from the seminary
property -

Supervisor Maurice Breen sald
T.ge' management would have &

“terrible time” trying to locate a
stadium in Plymouth Township, be-
cause local officials wouldn’t Q-
prove the project

Please turn to P.otl

Veterans rally |
to build memorial

By Diane Gale
staff writer

Tim LaGrow of Cantos®was on his
way to a meeting about creating a
Vietnam memorial in the township
when he heard on television that the
war in the Persian Gulf had started

“We were all a little late to the
meeting, because we were waiting to
see what happened with the war
said LaGrow, a member of the
Plymouth-Canton Vietnam veterans

THE TIMING was a coincidence,
he said, but the Persian Gulf war
“has accelerated our efforts.’

They are inviting anyone interest-

Foundation

ed in a Canton memorial to attend &
meeting 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. §
in the Canton administration build-
ing on Canton Center, south of Proe-
tor

“Any help will be greatly appreci-
ated,” LaGrow said. “And you don't
have to be a veteran to want to have
a memorial.’

Everyone who attends the meeting
will be coming in at the first plan-
ning stages, LaGrow said. “There
isn't even a Canton memorial com-
mitiee, el —

Veterans \hephcrdmg the memori-
al want o commemorate all veter-

Please turn to Page 4

launches

fund-raising campaign

By Diane Gale
staff writer

An invitation coming to your mail-
box is a chance to say yes to Can-
ton's arts programs, scholarships,
business forums and human services

The First Annual Canton Residen-
tial Fund Drive is aimed at encour
aging residents to support Canton’s
Community Foundation programs
Businesses have donated more than

$120,000 to the foundation since it

started in August 1989

THE MONEY has gone to support
the Canton Economic Club, which is
patterned after the Detroit Econom-
ic Club featuring a monthly luncheon

and guest speaker.

The foundation also launched the
Canton Arts Coyncil, which supports
projects like Joe Delauro’s “Storys
teller " The bronze sculpture will be
displayed in the Canton Library.

The foundation also sent 300 sti~
dents to an Opera at the University
of Michigan, sponsored the M
Sell-a-Bration; and supported the
Community Literacy Council, Cat-

ton Historic Society and Olher wer=

vices like Plymouth Family Se

_vices. Salvation Army, Canton Plade

and Growth Works >
And now foundation organiseryd

are looking to Canton residents fer

support

“We felt it was time to give th

Piease turn to Page &
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Schools not taking a stand on airport issue

By M.B. Dilion
staff writer

While the Mettetal Airport issue
becomes increasingly explosive,
Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools is maintaining a non-commi-
tal stance — even though develop-
ment of the site could mean nearly
half a million dollars in tax revefiue,

Whether the Canton airport should
be operated by a consortium of local
—— governments has sparked heaht::

A recall campaign
bee:lmmd against five Plymouth
commissioners who voted to form an

Petitions for vote on Mettetal

By Diane Gale
staff writer

Residents trying to force a vote on
a public purchase of Mettetal Air-
port met an obstacle Thursday when

Plymouth’s attorney rejected their
petitions. :

When asked what Plymouth Con-
cerned Citizens planned to do next,
group member Dwight Eckler said:
“We’ll probably go right back at
them. But we don’t know, yet.”

Two other petitions by the group
were rejected by the city.

THE GROUP planned to meet

authority with Plymouth Township

to operate the airport.

A group called Plymouth Con-
cerned Citizens joined Canton in fil-
ing a lawsuit, charging that under
state law, an authority would need
the approval of the host community.

Canton officials contend it's un-
wise to use tax dollars to maintain a
recreational airport.

Ray Buckman, the schools’ legisla-
tive liaison, estimates that if 26 in-
dustrial sites were located at Mette-
tal, the total tax benefit to the dis-
trict would be $465910. Less
abatement of 50 percent, revenue
would be $237,950.

early this week to decide how to re-
act.

More than 900 signatures were
gathered su a reguest to
change the city charter requiring a
public vote on whether Plymouth
and Plymouth Township can buy

" Mettetal Airport, which is in Canton.

Plymouth Concerned Citizens ini-

tiated the petition drive, but failed to

include the group’s name on the peti- -

tions, which is required, according to
a letter written to Eckler by city
clerk Linda Langmesser.

“It is my duty to verify that all
statutory requirements are met pri-
or to submitting a petition to the

The revenue would allow the
school district to hire nine teachers
without adding one child, Buckman
said.

‘ PLYMOUTH-CANTON SCHOOL
board members don't dispute that a
privately owned airport is prefera-
ble to a government-owned one.

“If it's privately owned, it’s in the
tax base. If it's government-owned,
it’s not,” said board president Dean
Swartzwelter.

But while a majority of the board
feels that way, trustees agree there
is“noreasonatalltotrywtxkea
specific stand,” he said.

electors,” Langmesser wrote.

“The omission of the names of the
persons or organization sponsoring
the circulation of the petition re-
quires me to reject the petition,” she
wrote.

Eckler said the action is an at-
tempt to thwart the group’s efforts.

“They're looking for ways to stop
us from letting the people vote,” Ec-
kler said.

He questioned why it took since
Dec. 22, when the petitions were
filed, to find the error.

Warren Dusbiber, another Plym-
outh Concerned Citizens member,
said the city’s action is an intention-

Groundhog Day is celebrated

Continued from Page 1

. On Friday, Myéers told first
graders at Fiegel the story of how a

saved his life. Myers
lived in Monroe, Mich., at that time

" and was in the fifth grade or so.

Not all the first graders believed
that Myers was saved from two vi-
cious foxes by a compassionate

) on Feb. 2.

“To me, it’s true,” Myers told one
such skeptic. “Some of the best sto-
ries are based on fact. Most of that is
w'n

iEDlDinfactmwnpinMom'oé

and often walked to the home of his
friend, Bob. Myers saw groundhogs
alongtheaukonthewaywhis
friend’s house.

It's been about eight years since
Myers began to celebrate Groundhog
Day in a big way. He’s observed the
tradition at several Plymouth-Can-
ton elementary schools where he's
taught.

The late Earl Gibson, principal at
Farrand Elementary School in
Plymouth Township, helped get the
celebration going. Gibson's wife,
Betty, and Myers were both teaching
at Allen Elementary School in Plym-
outh at that time.

“I wanted to do something with
light and shadows with my second
graders,” Myers said. The ‘Gibsons
sent Myers and his wife, Pat, some

gerbils for Groundhog Day.
“We kind of sent t.boae back and

forth to each other,” said Myers, a

Plymouth resident. “We were trying
to pawn them off on each other.”

Those gerbils aren’t living any-
more, but the Groundhog Day cele-
bration has continued. On Friday,
Myers kept the first grade students
of teachers Kim Martin and Lois
Santer entertained.

FUN‘S PART of the program, but

No stadium on semmary grounds

Continued from Page 1

DETROIT LAW firm Dykema
‘Gossett was hired by a Maryland de-
veloper who charges that the semi-
pary owner, the Catholic Ar-
chdiocese of Detryit, backed out of a
purchase contract with the company.
Retirement and Health Services

Corp. owner John Erickson said he
planned to locate a retirement com-

runity on 35 acres at the 175 acre
site.

Health Services owns St. Charles
College in Baltimore, the country's
oldest Catholic seminary, which
closed in 1978. The seminary is on a
110-acre senior citizen campus with
1,150 units and 1,500 residents. The
St. John Seminary land would in-
clude 1,000 apartments and condos,
restaurants, a health care facility

Results.

Plant your advertising message in the
Observer & Eccentric classified columns
and reap the rewards.

To A
VALENTINE

_ DEGIENER

Friday, February 8, 7 pm-10 pm
« Special Discount

« Refreshments + Hor d'oeuvres

You will have first pick of a huge

selection of designer fashions &

CONSIGNMENT CLOTHIERS

Women's & Children's “Like New Fashions & Accessories.”

*CANTON LOCATION ONLY
Coventry Commons
43311 Joy Rd. (Corner of Joy & Main)

459-1566
P.S. We will ciose Fri., Feb. 8th at 4 pm and reopen at 7 pm
*Now Accepting Spring Consignments*

YOU'RE INVITED —
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of Detroit and Livonia’s Ward Pres-
byterian Church. Kelly Sharkey,
Ward communications coordinator,
declined Friday to comment about
the possible purchase.

“In my opinion, it would be like
dropping a grain of sand on the Saha-
ra Deeer(. or maybe the Persian
Gulf desert. No one would ever find
it. God could come down to speak to
one side, and the other side would
think it was Satan.”

THE DISTRICT is primarily con-
.cerned with the state financing of
education, said Ray Hoedel, associ-
ate superintendent for business.

“I don’t know if I can speak for the
district as a whole, but we've got
many concerns ourselves regarding
the uneasiness at the state level,”
Hoedel said. “We're looking at the
lack of funding for schools and the

rejected

al roadblock.

“Just give us a chance to vote,
that's all we're asking,” Dusbiber
said. “People are really upset about
this.”

MEANWHILE, Plymouth Town-
ship Supervisor Maurice Breen said
he hired a personal attorney to “pur-
sue” what happened to a recall peti-
tion that was filed against him. He
received a copy of the petition,
signed by Dusbiber, in the mail Jan.
26. However, Dusbiber denies filing
the petition.

Breen said Friday that he wants to
know who is behind the petition.

potential problems that could affect
our budget.

“The state is hurting financially.
They're making big cutbacks right
now. They need a larger revenue
base.

“We never have gotten into issues
on zoning of properties unless we
wanted it as a school site,” said
Hoedel, who serves on a committee
organized by Canton Township Su-
pervisor Tom Yack to brainstorm in-
dustrial development.

“WE HAVEN'T delved into if at

" all,” said Diane Barnes, Plymouth-

Canton director of finance.

“1 wouldn't even hazard a guess

(about potential tax revenue at the

Mettetal site). There’s just no way
we could speculate on something like
that. We're knee deep with what is
happening with the state budget.”

While the district is out-of-formu-
la and ineligible for general state
membership aid, it still receives cat-
egorical aid and close to $8 million
in Social Security and retirement
reimbursements.

“Both of those are matched by the
employer,” Barnes said. “The state
has -already started recapturing
parts of FICA; something that’s nev-
er been budgeted locally.”

Continued from Page 1

gan said. But there's a concern
about joint efforts on solid waste,
sewers, Metropolitan Airport ex-
pansion and development along I-
275.

“We have in .western Wayne
County a real good set of local offi-
cials and we have been able to do a
lot with developing, expansion of
Mettetal Airport and solid waste,”
he said. “Maurie Breen and Tom

County hopes rift over
airport will be resolved

Yack are two of the best communi-
ty leaders in the entire county.
Both do a very find job for the peo-
ple in their communities.

“Feuds within area groups are
very harmful to everyone,” Dug-
gan said, “If it were a life-and-
death issue, I could understand. I
can't believe this small airport is
worth it.”

The county, however, won’t step
in and act as a mediator unless
asked, he added.

Monday, February 4, 1881 O&LE
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in big way at Fiegel

the children also learned about light
and shadows. They spent part of the
day learning about the differences
among transparent, translucent and
opaque items. The first graders got
some help from his fifth graders
with that. Children also made hats.

Myers decided to go with the
Groundhog Day theme “because no-
body else does it.”

Doing something different helps
make an impression and is a good
way to teach, he said. In fact, Myers
hears from students now in high
school who remember the Ground-
hog Day fun from their younger

'Knds really remember.”

Friday began with a pancake
breakfast for Fiegel staffers. Myers
was the gued of honor and the only
one present in a tuxedo and top hat.

“This is my own tuxedo.” He
wasn't planning to serve as an usher
at a wedding later in the day, but
had some plans in mind.

“I may wander around and see if
there are any shadows this evening.”

The Groundhog Day program

consider the following:
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CITY OF PLYMOUTH

PLANNING COMMISSION NOTICE
Wednesday, February 13, 1991

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission will be held on Wednesday,
February 13, 1991 at 7:30 p.m. in the Commission Chambers of the City Hall to

A Public Hearing will be held on the proposed revisions to the Sign
Ordiance of the Plymouth City code.

All interested persons are invited to attend.

helps recognize the joys and tradi-

MICHIGAN

7:30 P.M.

An IRA from FB Annuity Company

Bureau Family of Companies.

guarantees you o lifetime retirement income.
You save on taxes, too, becouse your interest
earnings are tax-deferred. You might also
quelify to tax-deduct all your IRA deposits.
Call today. We're one of the Michigan Form

tions of childhood, said Barbara
Young, principal at Fiegel.

“I think that’s important, especial-
ly this year.” Many children are con-
cerned about the Persian Gulf war,
she said.

“Children are being so
overwhelmed with the images of
war and destruction.” Having a pro-
gram at school that’s fun is helpful,
she said.

Myers agreed.

“A lot of kids are concerned about
what’s happening,” said Myers, the
father of two preschoolers. Neither

" child is named Phil, although the

couple’s older son did have a-Feb. 2
due date but arrived on another day.
Myers doesn't mind sharing the
spotlight with Punxsutawney Phil
each Groundhog Day. Phil's gener-
ally more well-known and more like-
ly to appear on the evening news-
cast, but Myers doesn't have a prob-
lem with that. :
* “Some’ of us just have to accept
our place in life. We're actually
blood brothers. We're very close
friends. He visits occasionally.”
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all mail (subscription, change of ad-
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All advertising published in the Can-
ton Observer is subject to the condi-
tions stated in the applicable rate
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Canton Observer, 744 Wing Street,
Plymouth, Ml 48170. (313) 458-2700.
The Canton Observer reserves the
right not to accept an ad iser's
order. Observer & Eccentric™ ad-
takers have no authority 16 bind this
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an advertisement shail constitute fi-
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NOTICE - 1991 CITY OF PLYMOUTH
BOARD OF REVIEW SESSION

The Board of Reviev for the City of Plymouth will meet in the City Commission
Chambers of the Municipal Building at 201 S. Main Street on:

TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1991 FROM 12:00 NOON TO 6:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 1991 FROM 3:00 P.M. TO 9:60 P.M.

The Board of Review is held on an annual basis, the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in March, in compliance with Michigan state law. The meetings provide
an opportunity for taxpayers to present protests or suggestions relative to as-
sessed values on local Y.

A WRITTEN PETITION MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE CITY ASSESSOR'S
OFFICE BY MONDAY, MARCH 4, 1991. Petition forms can be obtained at the
Office of the City Assessor located on the first floor of the Municipa®Building in
February. Appointments will be scheduled beginning February 18, 1991. The
Board of Review meetings will be held by “APPOINTMENT ONLY"” after a
written petition is completed and submitted to the City Assessor’s Office.

Any PLYMOUTH RESIDENT (or his/her agent) must make a personal appear-
ance before the Board of Review. For NON-RESIDENTS who own property
located in Plymouth, a written petition will be considered. .

In the City of Plymouth local assessments will be increased for the year of 1991
for Residential Property +5.18%. The reappraisal on all commercial and indus-
trial properties has been completed for 1991. We are anticipating that on all
local assessments the State Equalized Valuation and the TENTATIVE FACTOR
to be 1.00.

LINDA J. LANGMESSER,
City Clerk

Publish: February 4 and 11, 1991

Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor
has Obstetrician/Gynecologists ne

ar you

Four separate physician practices providing care in Plymouth & Canton

Gove & Manber & e R S
Heilbronn Hrozencik 06 SN2
Norman Gove, MD Yvonne Manber, MD Parviz Meghnot, MD Hugo Sanchez, MD
Duane Hetlbronn, MD Donna Hrozencik, MDD  Arbor Health Building Arbor Health Building
‘ Arbor Health Building McAuley Health Building  Suite 207 Suite 201
Suite 302 42180 Ford Rd..at Lilley 990 W. Ann Arbor Tr 990 W. Ann Arbor Tr,
' 990 W. Ann Arbor Tr Canton Plymouth ~ Plymouth
/ Plymouth 981-6556 434-5600 434-0450
455-5990

Admitting patients to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, which offers the latest in single-room maternity care and
the availability of epidural anesthesia and anaigesia for pain relief. for more information or to schedule an
OB tour, call Ask-A-Nurse at 572-5500.

— Sporsored by he $1. Joseph Mercy Hosplol
Reilgious Ssten of Mercy 5301 Eavr\mMDM
founded in 1831 PO Box 995

by Cotherine McAuey Arn Arbor, Michigon 48108

category with this photo.

Marion Pearson of Plymouth took second place in the color -
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; inger Rasmussen of Plymouth took first place in the black and white category with this pho-

Mary Ann Domman of Detroit
captured second place in the
black and white category
with her photo of a carver.

" Photo finish

Shivering shutterbugs focus on fest

The Plymouth ice festival may
be over, but images of the spark-
ling sculptures that stood in
downtown Plymouth linger,
thanks to a photo contest spon-
sored by the Plymouth Communi-
ty Arts Council and qucksﬂver
Phote

The contest was the first, and
its organizer, JoAnne Berg, said
she expects the event will grow in
the coming years

The contest was open to all
photographers They were asked
to capture the theme “Moments
in Ice” in their photos. The con-
test was split into color and black
and white categories

The winners are: Mary Ann
Domman of Detroit, grand prize;
Domman, first place color, Mar-
jon Pearson of Plymouth, second
place, color; Inger Rasmussen,
Plymouth, first place black and
white; ¢ and - Domman, second
place, black and white.

Mary Ann
Domman
won the
grand prize
with her col-
or photo of a
sculpture.

Mary Ann
Domman of
Detroit took this
photo and first
place in the color

¢ategory.

Guards worry about safety
with anticipated budget cuts

By Wayne Peal
staff writer

Safety has beco}ne a concern for
guards at two western Wayne Coun-
Ly prisons in the wake of anticipated
state budget cuts.

The 9.2 percent cut aimed at most
Michigan governmental depart-
ments would force a layoff of securi-
ty guards and staff at corrections fa-
cilities statewide — including two in
Plymouth Township.

Westen Wayne Correctional Facil-
ity Sl.mds to luse 47 employees, in-
(l 1d \g 32 prison guards, according

o Fred Parks of the Michigan Cor-
rection Organization, union for 6,000
state corrections officers.

Scott Regional Correctional Facil-
ity, also in Plymouth Township,
stands to lose 59 employees, 25 of
them prisons guards

A third regional prison, Phoenix
Correctional Facility, a women's
prison in Northville Township, is
slated for closing, Parks said.

Cuts-means fewer guards on pris-
on Tloors, Parks said, increasing dan-
ger of inmate uprisings.

“THOSE KINDS of cuts put the re-
inaining staff in jeopardy,” Parks
said. “What compounds it, is Lha( we
don’'t have enough staff now.’

While some 300 prison employees

were laid off during the state budget
crisis of 1982, those people were
back on the job in a few weeks,

Parks said. “This time it's much
larger.” 2
More than 3,000 prison employees,

including 1,900 guards stand to lose
their jobs as result of the state-man-
dated layoffs, Parks said.

“That’'s what is going to happen
unless there is some compromise,”
said state Rep. Gerald Law, whose
district includes the prison sites.

State Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-

Northville said he believed a com-.

promise could be achieved as soon as
this week.

“We are proposing a plan that
would minimize layoffs,” said
Geake, vice chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Committee. “Most of
the people who work in corrections
would not have to be laid off.”

The plan could be approved
through the Appropriations Commit-
tee, Geake said, and wouldn't have to

go before the full Senate.
Compromise, however, could
prove difficult. -

“WHAT WE'RE seeing is a change
of philosophy in-Lansing,” said Law.
“The new governor is saying — and I
agree — that we must begin living
within our means, we can no longer
use tricks and gimmicks te balance

the state budget.”

Ironically, Law said, the prison
cuts would be implemented under a
budget drafted under.ex-Gov. James
Blanchard.

Gov. Engler would have tapped
the state’s rainy day fund for $103
million, using meost of it to support
corrections activities, Law said, but
such a move was blocked when the
state House rejected Engler’'s execu-
tive budget order

“That might not have fixed every-
thing (at the prisons) but it would
have helped them,” Law said. -—

Geake's plan wouldn't tap the
rainy day fund, but would cut other
areas of the corrections budget

“T still anticipate Phoenix would
be closed,” he said

Should that happen, it is widely
expected Scott would convert to a
women'’s facility

Cuts may be necessary, Parks
said, but prison safety should remain
a priority

“I don’t care if we come down to
having only one prison in this state,
that prison should be safe.” he said
“Our bottom line is safety.”

A prison guard a Scott put it dif-
ferently

“T'd hate to think that people were
going to lose their lives for a proper-
ty tax cut,” he said >

Government students draft
own bill of rights document

By M.B. Dition
staff writer

“While studying the Bill of Rights,
Close Up government students at
Canton and Salem high school real-
ized they have “the right to use the
library, the right to use the lost and
found, and that's about it.”

So they drafted their own docu-
ment and got it approved by the stu-
dent council, with the intention of in-
corporating it into the student hand-
book

More than 400 government stu-
dents agreed on 13 rights. They in-
clude

® receiving the basic =iZhts of the
U S. Constitution

® basing school policy on a con-
serisus among students, facuity and
adiinstrators

® guaranteeing a clean, safe envi-
ronment

@ freedom of speech.

® the right to wear clothing “ap:

proved by parents. When safety, dis-
ruption or health problems occur,
students must restrict their appar-
el.”

@ safe transportation

® “free expression of the arts
during non-class time.”

@ “probable cause and proper no-
tificaton before any student property
is searched or seized.”

e due process, and knowledge of
the accusation, accuser, hearing and
right to defend oneself and bring wit-

_pesses in your behalf.”

o students should be permitted to
loan money to others if they wish

@ “There shall be no cruel, unusu-
al, demeaning or excessive punish-
ment toward students.”

@ open campus rights for stu-
dents who receive parental permis-
sion.

® “No student should be held ac-
countable to school authorities for
behavior occurring outside the orga-
nized school day or off school prop-

erty unless it is a danger to persons
or property in school.”

SEAN MORAN, a Canton sopho-
more, helped draft the document

“We were studying the Constitu-
tion, and basically, under the Consti
tution, we were given rights and the
student handbook took them away,’
he said

Students say the lack of sidewalks
and traffic congestion around the
high schools create dangerous condi-
tions

Granting students due process
would heip place the blame where it
belongs when altercations arise at
school, Moran said

Close Up student Lynne Cessante,
a Canton sophomore, said students
should have the privilege “to go off
campus if they get parental consent
Some will violate that, but you
shouldn't restrict the whole student
body.”
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