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Police
back
chase
ruling

By M.B. Dilion
staff writer

Local police and judges generally
agree with a U.S. Supreme Court rul-
ing that permits police officers to
chase a person who starts running at
the sight of them, even if they have
no reason to suspect crimmal con-
duct. :

The unanimous decision, the prod-
uct of a Detroit drug case, also said
Michigan prosecutors may use as ev-
idence the drugs dropped by a man
who began running when he spotted
a police cruiser on a Detroit street.

Writing for the court, Justice Har-
ry A. Blackmun said the Detroit offi-
cers’ pursuit of Michael Mose Chest-
ernut did not amount to seizure as
outlined in the Constitution’s Fourth
Amendment.

The amendment generally re-
quires police to have a warrant or
probable cause to suspect a crime
before conducting any search or
seizure,

The court held in 1980 that a per-
son is seized — as opposed to arrest-

dent, a reasonable pérson would
have believed that he was not free to
leave.” Adhering to that principle,
Blackmun said Chesternut “was not
unlawfully seized during the initial
__police pursuit.” i =

WHILE AREA LAW enforcement
—officials and judges doubt the deci-

seized by police and admitted in
court.
evi-
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“It clearly would allow more

re-of the

applying to search and seizure and
self-incrimination.
The local court serves the town-

Swing shift

Roseann Olson of Canton pushes her daugh-
ter Julayne on a swing. The two went out to

the park to see if they could create a breeze
to cool off during this sweltering weather.

By Peggy Aulino
staff writer

Canton Township has declared
Open season on hunters, but they will
have a chance next week to take ajm
at proposed hunting restrictions.

The state Department of Natural
Resources will hold a public hearing
2 pm. Wednesday at the Canton
Township Hall to get comments on
proposed changes in the township’s
hunting area control ordinance.

Hunting is currently forbidden
east of Canton Center Road in the

Road.. Hunting is allowed throughout
the rest of the ’

and Canton people are
coping with the heat in various ways.

Geer backers near halfway point

By Neal Haidane
staff writer

Teachers will be presented with a packet of
materials before going to Geer so students can be

historical
8o far, the Geer School Preservation Commit-
:e;unhedgm‘::g.mamsm,mm
restore 1 schoolhouse,
x.;;om,wumm
¢ e‘natnpohtmvhnnungup»

are -
way point in their efforts to give students a living
experience. .

t ple and say we have raised this much

we feel like we're well on our way,” Otto said
; has

THE GOAL is to have all fifth graders in
Plymouth-Canton ‘Schools bused
Gtrhra:nt‘nwﬂd

working on the curriculum this sum-
m.ﬁlaﬂoﬂutﬂ.imum
ber of the curriculum committee,

theme a day.
Monday, for would focus on routines
and expectations of a typical school day. Tuesday
Please turn to Page 3

s

proposed for
hunting sites

said Tuesday. “We haven’t examined
this issue in a long time and from a
liability standpoint . . . our insur-
ance carrier has recommended we
look at it.”

~ “The proposal would prohibit hunt-
ing entirely in the northwest qua-
drant of the township, north of Ford
Road between Napier and Canton
Center roads.

Hunting also would be prohibited
between Geddes and Cherry Hill
roads from Canton Center Road west
to Beck Road. A small southwest
corner of the township, where there
are two mobile home parks, also is
included in the proposal.

The area west of Canton Center
Road included in the proposed ban is
the site of the township hall and its
recreational complex.

Youth soccer games take place in
the area during the hunting season,
Santomauro noted in a January re-
port to trustees.

After the the committee
submits its findings to the trustees.
If they approve of the recommenda-
tions, the proposed changes become
effective.

Wednesday’s public hearing will
be preceded by a 1:45 p.m. Control
Committee meeting, which is open to
the public.

-~ Hot times
Residents cope with heat

One thing is clear. They aren’t

curtailing activities.
Senior citizens are as active as

_ softball games have been cancelled. -

“There’s been complaints about
the heat, but that’s all,” said Louise
Spigarelli, assistant coordinator of
the Canton Senior Center. “They’re

Please turn to Page 4
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Plymouth Police Chief Richard
Myers views the ruling as “more an
affirmation of the responsibility and
duty of the police to investigate pos-
sible criminal action. Most police of-
ficers who see something suspicious
are going to investigate it anyway

Canton
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“THE INTENT more or less is to
say it’s reasonable for police officers
to suspect something is afoot when
someone runs away, just from seeing
them. It's not a normal response for
a citizen to run away from police,”
Myers added.

Santomauro said he “thinks the
ruling is good. I think that the nega-
tive aspect of the ruling could be
what action the officer in pursuit
may take in apprehending somebody
who's running.

“In chasing someone and ap-
prehending them, what you do in the
process may be of concern to peo-
ple,” he said. “They might raise the
question, ‘Was the person really flee-
ing?" 1 think police officers by the
nature of their work can tell the dif-
ference between a person who's flee-
ing and a jogger.”

District Judge John MacDonald
said he has “no trouble with the rul-
ing. I don’t expect it will have as
much effect here as in major metro-
politan areas where there is more
suspicious activity and drug activity
going on.”

Garber was more hesitant about
the merits of the ruling, saying “I
don’t get to pass judgment on Su-
preme Court justices. They're my
bosses. 1 just follow what they tell
me, good, bad or indifferent. Some-
times I even agree with them,” he
joked.

SO FAR, few civil rights advo-
cates have expressed opposition to
the ruling.

“This is not a case that bothers the

Saturday, May 14th
FLOWER DAY

Join Us Every Saturday
from
8am-1 p.m.
at The Gathering
Downtown Plymouth
(Darectly Across from Kellogg Park)

PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

FARMERS’ MARKET

OPENING DAY THIS

Baskets ‘N’ Bows
470 FOREST

In Celebration of
Miranda Marie’s
First Birthday

Entire Store 2 OFF

Friday, June 24th
1:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

455-8888

American Civil Liberties Union as
much as other Fourth Amendment
cases do. We don’t see this as an at-
tempt to chip away at the Fourth
Amendment, which they have done
in past years,” said Paul Denenfeld,
ACLU legal director.

“It would if this simply were a
case of police officers essentially
bounding someone, hoping to get
them to react to them under pres-
sure,” he said.

“But this involved a police cruiser
on routine patrol, observing a man
get out of a .car. When the defendant
saw the 'scout car, he started run-
ning. Police officers began to follow
the man, who was on foot, in their
cruiser.

“They started driving alongside
him for a short distance, and saw
him discard a number of packets.
Only after they picked up the pack-
ets did they begin to make an arrest.

“Because the facts are fairly nar-
row, we don’t have a serious concern

ack ruling on chases

that this will encourage police to be-
gin essentially harassing people by
following them, and I think that’s the
biggest concern,” he added.

WAYNE COUNTY assistant pro-
secutor Andrea Solak tried the case
before the US. Supreme Court, an
experience she called “thrilling, ex-
hilirating and intimidating.

“1 know some commentators have
sdid this is a chipping away of the
Fourth Amendment,” she said. “We
don’t feel this is a chipping away,
and we don’t feel citizens’ Constitu--
tional rights have been diminished in
any respect. I jog and walk the
streets, and I don’t feel jeopardized
at all by today’s decision,” said So-
lak.

Solak was happy to see “it was a
9-0 opinion, - indicating unanimity
from the court. It's an endorsement
of the police to continue in responsi-
ble investigatory practices.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this report.

on Sundays at 10 A M. at

(" AMERICAN CATHOLIC CHURCH )

Are you unhappy with your present church? Or maybe you haven't
been attending a church. Come to St. James American Catholic
Church, where some of the rules have been relaxed. Join us for mass

Mill Race Historical Village Church
on Griswold, South of 8 Mile in Northville.

\ 348-2265

_
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Open Mon -Sat

Do You Know Northville’s
Best Kept Secret?...It’s

Jaditions”’

342 E. Main. Northville
Lav-A Ways

Come See For Yourself What The Talk Is All About

349-0199

Mastercard '

MARGOLIS
NURSERY. INC.

PRESENTS:

Attention: New

Home Owners

' Save On Indoor
and Outdoor Lighting

Get 40% OFF

Manufacturers list

_prices everydayat

g
¥

'REID Lighting of

" Novi
C te ¢
The Complete Lighting

» Track & Recessed

Diamonds with a:

It's your move,

TimberGymm

The Best Backyard Fun on the Block

The backyard playground with schoolyard
excitement. Pressure treated pine. Many
models. Sturdy in-ground installation.

'NOW ON DISPLAY

Open Daily 9-6; CLOSED July 2, 3, 4

9600 Cherry Hill Rd., Ypsilanti « 482-0771
Just 4'%4 Miles West of Canton Center Road

g = = = = = & B = =
MAKE YOUR MOVE
WHEN SHE LEAST EXPECTS IT.

less style and brillian si;
and see our entire selection of finu %
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Ex-clerk mows down years

Smith is also hard-pressed to re-
member details of any politicking
that might have gone on during his
tenure with the township, though he
said be suspects he was “quite in-
mmmtmd:#

“l USED to have a mem-
ory, and all at once I woke up and I
didn’t,” be

Smith made his living as a build-

He built the first three-story

Smith completed a year of high
school before quitting to work on
his family’s farm. Later he helped
build Model A's at Ford \when the
company “wasn’t very big” and
left there when a doctor told him to
work outdoors.

That prompted him to take a
building course at Michigan State
University, then he gained practi-
cal experience as he went along.

“I WOULD hire the best I could,
and what.] didn’t know they would
know,” he said.

These days Smith bas breakfast
in a local restaurant each

“It's ot that we don't feed him
here. It's his only outing,” said Att-
wood, who is one of three Smith

Cherry Hill offspring. He's also got 12 grand-
Roads, is now a fire station. children and six great-grandchil-
“T'll bet you I've built at least dren.
pretty close to 500 homes all told,” Smith said living to be 95 wasa’t
be said. part of a grand scheme on his part,
He points to factories that flank nor does he have any longevity se-
either side of his bome and said, crets to share.
“You see all these around here? I “I didn’t think about it,” he said.
built every one of them.” “1 just did it.”
)
Jhe Home?]
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Summer Inventory
Reduction Sale!

(We just don't want to count it again!)

Month end means inventory time. Frankly, we would rather
nkeak:ssoninhanspmdﬂu:thnemcoumandcamlogn.
Therefore, you can now SAVE 30 % TO 50% on spe-
cially selected meschandise: Manufacturers’ closeouts, floor
models, demonstrators, and some new. Software for
Apple™ , IBM™ and compatibles.

Example:
s DataEase™ reg. $600.00 on sale for $300.00
Helix™ for the Apple Macintosh™ reg: 00; or
$50.00! Altos multiuser CPU: when new, $10,000.. must sell

for $600!
ma Computer Horizons
l I lj N 37099 Six Mile Road
5 Livonia, Michigan 48152

ends June 50, 1988.

And more affordable.

save anothes §50

and organize

Come in

v

most complex tasks. :
Sa, stop in and see us for details.
Because now s the perfect time 1o get the
perfect gift . and save up
10 $200, ool But, huery.
Offer expires July 4, 1988.
g A :

With Grreat Savings up o $200!
hahkmnnwnmwmmmm

Because right now, you can save $150 when you buy 2 select Apple ics™ or Macintosh® Phus
sysiem and any imageWiriter” printer. Then, add select software from Activision or Microsoft and

Th*uu*ndﬂhma‘.thﬂmh:md
exching new way. With graphic capabilities that put art and design at your child's fingertips. And
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Sqlly DeRoo gets a ciose look at her friend Pokey, a 3-month-oid snail.

Group tries to drum up
support for new outfits

In George Washington’s day, there

She goes at snail’s pace

added to the corps’ performance fees
to come up with a $20,000 down pay-
ment. The total cost for 43 uniforms
is $30,000.

THE NEW suits will look much
like those they are replacing. The
pants will be off-white, rather than
the current buff. The red vests and

will remain. But this time they will
be wool, not polyester.

“We are trying to go for more au-
thenticity,” said Loiselle. He pointed
out that wool is more “breathable”
than synthetic fibers and therefore
keeps its wearer cooler.

Loiselle, who is a Plymouth city
commissioner, said the corps mem-
bers are “really excited” about the
prospect of getting new uniforms.
They are also “kind of at a_panic
stage,” he said.

Loiselle his shoulders
when asked what will be done if the
$10,000 isn’t raised by the time the

By Peggy Aulino
staff writer

Sally DeRoo is responsible for a
small population explosion in the
Plymouth-Canton school district.

It all began a few years ago in the
cafeteria of the Ford Motor Co. It
was there that a parent of a West
Middle School student found a snail
in a shipment of lettuce. The tiny in-
vertebrate was sent, via the student,

to science teacher DeRoo.

And-it was in DeRoo’s classroom
that that snail became a mother,
then a grandmother and so on. Not
-only does DeRoo use the snails as a
teaching tool, she has taken on duties
as an adoption agent.

. Snails have been sent to class-
rooms throughout the district, and
DeRoo estimates that she’s given
away at least 100 by now.

“THESE SNAILS have turned out
to be an interesting, low-cost, living
thing to have in your classroom,”
DeRoo said. She also said they mak
for “an easy-care pet — just feed
them nice, fresh lettuce and keep
them moist.”

The tiny invertebrates, called land
or Helix snails, are “very simple or-
ganisms” made up mostly of water,
DeRoo said. But she said they are re-
markable in that they respond to
human beings.

“I don’t know if it's light, touch or
just being in the presence of another
living thing,” she said. “Even the
tiny ones respond right away. They
come right out of their shell and look

Perhaps predictably, the snails
are a big hit among DeRoo’s stu-
dents.

“The kids think they’re wonder-
ful,” she said. And that sentiment
must be held by the classes who've
adopted snails as well. DeRoo said
she is always getting progress re-
ports on the offspring of that first
fateful snail.

DeRoo’s study of snails led her to
do a districtwide workshop on them.
She will also share her expertise at
the next annual meeting of the Mich-
igan Science Teacher’s Association:

Besides being a handy teaching
aid, snails are quite lovable, said
DeRoo. One glimpse, she insists, and
“you’ll never eat escargot again.”

BILL BRESLER/staff photographer
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Geer backers
halfway there

would emphasize home lifgiwhue‘
Wednesday would on
clothing and recreation.

The final two days would include
learning about the general store,
self ncy and a review of the
concepts learned earlier. ,

WHILE WORK continues on the
curriculum, actual construction
work has occurred. Earlier this
" year a portion of the building add-
ed on in 1960 was removed, Otto
said.

“We feel we have enough money
to restore the exterior,” she said.
“The architect is in process of
drawing up plans and specifica-
tions and they should be done any-
time now. Once that’s done, we
hope to put some of this work up
for bids.”

Since restoration work is moving
along, Otto hopes more residents
and businesses join up with the
project. _

“Now that we've gotten started,
we're going to some companies in
the community who we feel could
help,” she said.

In addition, residents with any
type of Geer-related items or items
comynonly used in that time period
are being asked to donate the arti-
facts to the school.

“THERE ARE rumors the bell is
someplace but we have yet to lo-
cate it,” Otto said.

And volunteers are needed to
continue restoration work at the
site, Ann Arbor Trail and Gotfred-

T >

JOHN STORMZAND/staft photographery -

{-

Fifth-grade students could |.
be sampling school life in |
the 1880s when restoration |’
efforts at Geer School are |
completed. |

son. }

Fund-raisers, such as a yard sale 1.
later this summer, are in the works |
as are plans for used toy sales to be §
conducted by local parent-teacher
groups. !

Those interested in working orf |
Geer can call Otto, 455-6868 )

“I feel we're off to a very good 1
start,” Otto said. “We appreciate |
all the support the community has
given us so far and we want to give
everyone an opportunity. to help |
us.”

Charges against former
Scout leader dropped

Charges against the former Can-
ton Girl Scout leader accused of
forging a troop check were dropped
Monday, but sources said that action
was just a temporary setback in the
case.

The Girl Scout official who filed
charges against Kathleen Swan in
February has since left the state and
did not attend the hearing
for Monday in 35th District Court.

“The case is dismissed at this time
because we can't get a witness to

come up from South Carolina,” Can
ton Police detective Keith Lazar
said Monday.

The Huron Valley Girl Scout Coun-
cil intends to pursue the matter
however. .

Swan was the leader of Brownis
Troop 199 at Feigel Elementary
School during the 1986-87 schoo!-
year. :

Lazar said the decision aboul
charging Swan again is “up to thé’
prosecutor’s office.”

MEMBERS OF the corps, most of
whom are from the Plymouth, Can-
ton and Northville areas, will hold a
fund-raising car wash from 11 a.m.
to § p.m. Sunday, Aug. 21.

They will set up shop at two loca-
tions: in the Michigan Bank parking
lot at Sheldon and Ann Arbor roads
and at Celonial Cleaners on Main
Street in Plymouth.

|
mhaeas o bR - Sahcoimaeiman b b - _____enfle e

The cost of bhaving one’s car
washed is “a donation, hopefully a
big donation,” said Loiselle.

Donations may be mailed to the
corps at P.O. Box 176, Plymouth
48170.

Loiselle said he sees the Corps as
an asset to the community because
“it's-one of the few groups that real-
ly does a lot for the community as
far as promoting the name through-
out Michigan.”

This year’s in-state schedule will
bring the corps as far away as Trav- 2
erse City. Also, it will go on tour to
Connecticut.

The group traveled to Philadel-

phia last year to play during the “We

“uniforms are delivered.

“We’ll probably have to borrow
it,” he said. “We hope we don’t have
to do that because we have never
had to go into debt before.”

the People” celebrat” celebratis
marked the 200th anniversary of the
US. Constitution. They were seen on
national television during that pa-
rade.

Put more sizzle into summer with
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brilliant color drenched silk :
These washed silk coordinates ;

i 8 were made to mix and match

V- Sizes S-Mgl . T-shirt, fuchsia,

' purple, teal, $124. Pull-on skirt, purple
or raspberry, $110. Sash, lime,
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'Run will open festival

| Put oo your running shoes and
| come on down.

Thus Saturday marks the 10th an-
! oual Canton Country Festival Five

Mile Run
The event. sponsored by the Can-
too Parks and Recreation. features

| @ run through Canton's farmlands
| and country roads
| RaceumeisSam

The race starts at Proctor Road
| and travels a lar route
| roads.

| Check-ic and late registration
| will be at 8 am at the Canton Ad-
| Tunistration building 1150 S. Can-
| ton Center Road.

Advance registration is $6; late
| registration §7 after today.

“We expect about 150 people,”
said Bob Dates, recreation supervi-

sor A lot of people wait until the
day of the race to register.”

Grand prize is a weekend trip for
two to Toronto

‘We have many more businesses
this year that have donated prizes,”
be said

Special Canton Festival Five
Mile Run T-shirts will be given to
the first 150 participants. Plaques
and medals will be awarded to the
first three finishers in each age
group

Age classifications for men and
women are: 14 and under, 15-19;
20-29, 30-39, 40-49. and 50 and
over

An aid station will be set up at
the three-mile mark Refreshments
will be available at the finish line.

For more information, call 397- |
8110 |

J

Residents battling heat

Continued from Page 1

putting wet towels around their
necks when they play to keep cool.”
Seniors are urged to come down to
the air-conditioned center to beat the
beat, said coordinator Diane Neihen-

gen
At Oakwood Hospital and the
McCauley Health Building, Canton,
and the Arbor Health Building.
Plymouth, there have been no re-
ported cases of heat exhaustion
Betty Zestz, a nurse at the McCau-

ley Urgent Care Center on Ann Ar--

bor Trail in Plymouth, urges resi-
dents to drink plenty of fluids and
take frequent rest breaks.

“THOSE AT risk are the eideri}
and young athletes,” said Zentz. “Al-

cohol and diuretics cause you to jose
a ot of fluids.”

Just as people must take better
care of their bodies during the sum-

mer. some extra TLC is in order for

outside plants. shrubs and trees.

According to Jeff Jopnes of the
Plymouth Nursery and Garden Cen-
ter, homeowners frequently douse
their lawns but neglect to water
their shade trees

“This area is plagued with hard
clay soil,” he said. “It's difficult to
tell people how to water. It depends
on the weather

When making a private call to in-
spect failing shade trees, Jones first
grabs a trowel and digs four to six
inchies into the soil. The aim is moist,
not dry or wet soil

"AIR CONDITIONING |

identisl Mobile Home
oJantror  ASLOWAS
i 589300 38Qq1%0 - cre
MODEL ZCAT71  MODEL MSC-24E

installation extra

i:,

EMERGENCY SERVICE « ALL MAKES
¥26.50 Service Call M-F 9-5 p.m.

—

A&K Heating & Air Conditioning

33723 FIVE MILE RD. - SUITE 329 - LIVONIA, MI 48154

- 255-5698
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Twice a week is better

Health plan gets mixed reviews

By Tedd Schneider
staff writer

Recommended changes in Wayne-
Westland secondary school bealth
programming received mixed re-

views from school board members "

during a study session Monday.

It appears, though, that after some
fine tuning, the plan presented by the
district’s teen bealth assessment
committee may win formal board
approval next week

The committee is asking the

school beard to gpprove an applica- .

tion for a second $20.000 state grant
to work toward implementation of
the proposed changes The applica-
tion to the Michigan Department of
Public Health must be made by Fri-
day, July 1.

Board members Mathew McCusk-

. er and Sharon Scott said they were

comfortable with the .proposal “as

Wayne-
Westland
School
District

The aisinct serves southeast
A

e

=

But others are apparently pushing

to parrow the focus and eliminate

any duplication between proposed
and i

existing programs.
“l1 HAVE a lot of concerns (about .

the tion),” said board
member Ka Chorbagian.

“Some of these things we already
have and some, like the life skills

SUNVIEW WINDOW CO.

Distributors for Sunaire Windows

Buy Direct from the Distributor
Avoid the Middleman

Top Quality Double Hung
& Slider Windows
Adds Beauty, Comfort & Vaiue
to Your Home

427-0110

-

a convenient time for the resident.

BILL GRAHAM. Clerk
City of Plymouth

Publish June 23 and 38 1983

CITY OF PLYMOUTH
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

Close of Registration for Primary Election

Please note that Tuesday, July 5, 1988 is the last day of Registration for the
Primary Election to be held on Tuesday, August 2, 1988. Registrations for City
electors will be taken at the office of the City Clerk at 201 Sputh Main Street in ..
Plymouth and registration for Township electors at the office of the Township
Clerk at 42350 Ann Arbor Road The phone number of the City Clerk is 453-1234;
that of the Township Clerk is 453-3840. The offices are open from 800 am to
4:00 pm Monday through Friday. If a resident is unable to register during the
time the Clerk’s offices are open a call to the respective Clerk’s office can set up

LEGAL NOTICE

ESTHER HULSING, Clerk
Charter Township of Plymouth

ness hours.

Publish: Juse 23, 1988

+ Grades 1 thru 8, plus latch-key Challenging, creative curriculum
program * Freguent field trips and hands-on
« Specialized, Michigan-certified
teachers *» Surprisingly reasonable tuition
» Country-like location (yet minutes from I-275, M-14, and 1-96)
For information,
please call our Admissions Office at
(313) 455-9115
for this private, noo-profit el y school is independent of race, color,
\_creed, sex or natiomal origin. )
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Plymouth District Library
Notice is hereby given that the Plymouth District Library will accept sealed
| bids uptil 2:00 p m_EST on Wednesday, July §, 1988 for the following: —

EXTERIOR PAINTING
Specifications, proposal forms and other Contract Documents are attached, or
mumumnymmwmm{mu—

477 Michigan Ave., Room
Detroit, Mich. 48226

“FREE_ COUNSELING FOR

'SMALL BUSINESS

parents and staff, was funded by a
$20,000 state grant awarded jointly
mtbedmnctangmmﬂmpt

In addition to life skills training at
high level, the plan sug-

i
!

esteem;

® Seminars for parents offered dur-
ing day and evening hours and par-
ent-to-parent ing. and

® Creation of a local telephone hot-
line to provide information on com-
munity resources.

Phone Information:
313-226-7947

515

water, wind and other losses. It
in case something happens to

-mind.

How can a renter insure peace of mind?

. No problem.
Auto-Owners Apartment Dwellers coverage protects the con-
tents of your apartment from loss due to theft, vandalism, fire,

problem’ Auto-Owners agent about renter's insurance for your

also covers you and your family
your apartment. Ask your ‘‘no

The Ne Robbern oot~
Frank Hand

Insurance Agency

20793 Farmington Rd.
° Farmington « 478-1177

MARGOLIS
NURSERY, INC

PRESENTS:

Tree Sale
- 20% OFF Reg. %49.95 .

larger purchase)

— Forsythia Sale
“Beautiful & Flowering"’

Hot Summer Savings!

— Flowering Dogwood

— Canadian Peat Moss

* 1Cu. FL.*3.50 » 2 Cu. Ft.*5.00
(*2.00 Rebate on any 4 Cu. FL. or

Special ed tax boost faces

Network of parent support sought

By Wayne Peal
staff writer

Supporters have six weeks to con-
vince Wayne County voters a tax in-
crease is needed to benefit programs
for mentally and physically im-
paired students. 5

But they admit-it won’t be easy.

The 1-mill tax increase request,
doubling the current county special
education tax, will face votes during
the Aug. 2 primary. (For more infor-
mation on the request, see related
story.) To succeed, however, the
measure needs to overcome several
obstacles, including:

® A similar, though better-publi-
cized 1-mill tax increase proposed
for Wayne County jails.

® Voter uncertainty over propos-
als being debated in the stale Legis-
lature that would shift the burden of
school support from property to
sales taxes.

® Anti-tax sentiment exhibited in
some school districts, like Plymouth-
Canton where a recent Headlee.
override proposal was rejected by
voters.

® Lack of public enthusiasm
from superintendents in the district’s
34 public school districts.

@ A short campaign season. The
Wayne County Intermediate School
District only decided to seek the tax

Tax proposal’s
details in brief:

Wayne County voters are being
asked to raise taxes to support spe-
cial education programs. Here is vi-
tal information of the special educa-
tion tax increase proposal.

Who is seeking the tax increase?

The increase is sought by the
Wayne County Intermediate School
District. The intermediate district
oversees special education and other
programs in the county’s 34 public
school districts. ’

What is being sought?

The county intermediate schools
seeks a 1-mill tax increase, doubling
a county special education millage
approved by voters in 1974. The in-
crease translates to an additional
$37.50 in taxes for homeowners liv-
ing in houses with a market value of
$75,000. "

Where are special education pro-
grams bheld?

Every public school district holds
classes for mentally retarded stu-
dents, as well as for students with
common disabilities. The proposed
increase would primarily benefit

-crow to offset future increases in

increase in March, giving supporters
less than five months to sell the pro-
posal to voters.

Supporters, however, believe they
can overcome all obstacles if they
could forge a network of special edu-
cation parents.

“Parents are going to have to do
it,” millage supporter Robert Red-
den said. “They’'re the ones who are
interested in this more than anything
else.”

Redden, a Plymouth resident and
Lincoln Park elementary school
principal, is also the parent of a spe-
cial education student in Plymouth
Canton Community Schools.

A strong emotional appeal will be
used.

“The campaign calls for people
who will emotionally buy in to the
special education program,” said
Jerry Montecillo, Taylor superin-
tendent of schools, another member
of the millage suppert task force.

The Wayne County Intermediate
School District, which proposed the
tax increase, is targeting parents
and special education teachers.

“We're dealing with the directors
of special ed and the parents and
handicapped groups within those
communities,” intermediate schools
spokeswoman Katherine Mathey
said. “Those seem to be the people

who know where the positive voters

Supporters also say local schools
will face severe budget cuts, some
even to the point of bankruptcy, if
the proposal isn’t passed.

Currently, they said, school dis-
tricts are forced to divert money
from their general operating budg-
ets to support regional special edu-
cation programs because state
grants and taxes aren’t covering pro-
gram costs.

One-fifth of all operating costs are

accounted for by “charge backs” to
individual school districts, Mathey
said.
" The I-mill increase would double
taxes currently paid for special edu-
cation. The initial 1-mill special edu-
cation tax was approved by county
voters in 1974.

Under federal law, public school
districts are responsible to provide
programming for mentally and
physically impaired students from
birth through age 26.

Wayne County’s special education
population includes 6,000 “low inci-
dence” students — students with se-
vere retardation or severe physical
handicaps or a combination of dis-
abilities. )

Programs for some of these stu-
dents are prévided in their homes,
but most are buses, often at great

expense, to regional centers. .
Programs can’t be cut, supporters
said.
“There’s no option to look at these
programs and cut them back,” spe-
cial education consultant David

Soebbing said. “You're going to be

paying for it one way or another.”
Nor can programs be consolidat-
ed.

“We did a very exhaustive study of
all the center programs (between
1982-84) and we looked at each and
every one of the center programs,”
Mathey said. “As a result of that w
did consolidate some center pro-
grams. But we’re now to a point
where we feel we've done as much
as we can do.”

The 36 centers are operated with-
in 14 districts, including Livonia,

Wayne-Westland, Garden City, Red-

ford Union and South Redford.

As to the obstacles, supporters are
being optimistic.

“We don’t know whether the jail
millage is to our advantage or disad-
vantage,” Mathey said. “It may be
that people would vote no on the jail
and yes for special ed but who
knows?”

‘“4-think We can demonstrate there
is a need and I think we can demon-
strate we've done all we can. We've
got our facts and figures I think our
rationale is a sound one.”

*5A
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obstacles

¥ Flle photo

One of the center-based programs that would benefit from the
increased millage is the oral program for the hearing impaired
in the Redford Union School District. The RU program is one of
various regional center in which students are bused from
throughout western Wayne Cou to aftend. The RU program
was one of four selected in 1 lor honors by the Michigan-
Speech-Language Hearing Association. Pictured are teacher
Cheryl McCullough with elementary student Daniela Pesce.

Approval of the tax
increase will raise an
estimated $22 million,
including $2 million in
matching state money.

backs” to indiyidual school districts
for the specialized ‘“low incidence”
special education programs provid-
ed students living within district
boundaries. The remaining $15 mil-
lion would either be used to supple-
ment each district’s standard special
education programs or be held in es-

low incidence program costs.

Why is the tax increase needed?

It's needed to prevent school dis-
tricts from going broke, the spoKes-
woman said.

Charge backs are paid from school
districts’ 0 una blldleﬁ
preventing the money from being

Reg. #18.00 Q!O!vi13.99 !
—Pro 2 per 20 ft.
Edging by Black Diamond strip plus stakes

Over 20 Acres Landscaping
of Unique Garden =
& Landscape Is our
ks Specialty
* Materiais & by~ 9600
P e
. R s S 482-0771
Stones Open Daily 8-8; CLOSED July 2, 3, 4

the world a lot about you. So why not
1" Horizontal Window Blinds!
* No other blind is available in so

mmhn.tﬂnmd

* No other blind is made to last for-

programs for students with “low in-
«idence” disabilities, including pro-

Census loss discussed
at EMU hearing Friday

Charge backs run into several hun-
dred thousand dollars each’year for

Increases have outstripped the
state aid and tax revenue used to
support special education programs
- the intermediate

gan’s congressional seats,” Ford
said.

5 days only to save on dinnerware, glassware, flatware, placemats and accessories

15% to 40% Off Al Plattzgraf
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11" o great time %o shop for bridol gifts or add %o your own
m.h-“hw—ﬁ,n

placessttings 10 plocemars, coffee mugs o
luncheon plotes 'o lomps. We're showing nst o sampling
from our wide ossortment of Plaltzgraff accessories. -

Meirioom ond Remembronce, reg $20. sele 14.99. 2880°
Wyndham ond Trousseos, reg. 2250, sele TR99. 2520
reg. 514, sule 199, 080"

Shown in inser. Wyndhom toble lomp. 26 M. Reg. 375, b
sule 59.99. 40"
Wyndham mini lomp. 43" H_ Reg. 340, sslle 3199, 60°

Lomp Deportment. Eostiand Northiond Ookiond and Flwt
Sale ends June 26 1
“Total sunber of wnity i all Maduons ores beted

Our Gift Ragletry makes o1 shoppng for *he bride ong
goom eosy Your gift shapping i begins with a vist %o
Hudson's Gift Registry, where you il fnd o helptul computer ‘
Touch the computer screen and ool up the nome of ethes

the bride or groom you're shapping for in memstes, the
computer will print out o grft lis? thot's compiete and
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