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Property  tax bills  prepared  for  mailings 
By Doug F u n k * 
staff wri ter 

Posta l c a r r i e r s will  del iver more 
than hol iday greet ings to P lymouth . 
Canton Township and Plymouth Town-
ship p roper ty owners in the weeks 
ahead. 

Winter tax bil ls — which include "re-
quests" for money f r o m Plymouth-Can-
ton Commun i t y Schools, Wayne County, 
Wayne County In te rmed ia te School 
Distr ict (specia l education), and the 
Huron-Clinton Metropol i tan Author i ty 
(met roparks ) — go into the mai ls be-
ginning this week 

Canton res idents will  be taxed at a 
rate of $40 72 per $1,000 of s ta te equal-
ized va luat ion or SEV (half of a proper-
ty's m a r k e t value). P lymouth Township 
ana P l ymou th proper ty owners will  be 
taxed at r a tes of $36 and $28 72 per 

Forums 
on drugs 
take off 

Chi ldren who have a drug dependen-
cy wil l  be the focus of two d i f fe rent 
publ ic f o r u m s on successive evenings 
next week in Canton and Plymouth. 

"Keep ing our kids sa fe — recogniz-
ing and responding to kids in t rouble 
with alcohol and drugs" will  be pre-
sented 6 30 to 9 p.m. next Wednesday 
(Dec 4) a t the Canton Township Hall 

That p r o g r a m is sponsored by the 
P l y m o u t h / C a n t o n Substance Abuse 
Task Force . 

Scheduled speakers include Nic Coo-
per, co-d i rec tor of the Al ternat ive Edu-
cat ion p r o g r a m for P lymouth-Canton 
Commun i ty Schools, and Rick McCoy, 
an A l te rna t i ve Educat ion teacher. 

Township Hal l is at 1150 Canton Cen-
ter Road south of Cherry Hill 

The fo l lowing night, Dec. 5, the Cen-
t ra l Middle School P T O. will  host sev-
era l s tuden ts who a r e recover ing d rug 
or a lcohol users and who will  g ive f i rst-
person accoun ts of thei r experiences. 

Tha t p r o g r a m gets under way a t 7:30 
p.m in the school cafe ter ia a t 650 
Church at Main in P lymouth. 

T H E FORUMS, open to the publ ic a t 
rlo charge , m a y be especial ly t imely 
with the approach ing hol idays — a 
s t ress fu l per iod for some persons 

"There is a g rea te r tendency to wan t 
to escape f r o m prob lems dur ing high 
per iods off s t ress , " said Sally Wisotz-
key. co-d i rec tor of the Al ternat ive Edu-
cat ion p rog ram. 

Cooper and McCoy are expected to 
delve into signs and symptoms of a 
drug p rob lem, understanding chemica l 
dependence as a disease, how pa ren ts 
can respond and resources to help deal 
with the prob lem. 

Two f i lms — "Epidemic : Kids, Drugs 
and Alcohol" and Teen-Age Drinking: 
A Nat iona l Cr is is" — also a re on the 
docket 

Jean Sebestyen, Canton l ibrary di-
rec to r and cha i rwoman of the task 
force, said the Dec. 4 fo rum is the f i rs t 
ma jo r educat iona l e f fo r t of that organ-
ization s ince it was formed .severa l 
months ago. 

"Our focus is to increase commun i t y 
awareness of the prob lem." she said 

$1,000 of SEV. respect ive ly 
The owner of a house with a m a r k e t 

va lue of $80,000 could expec t to 
rece ive a tax bill  of $1,628 80 in Can-
ton, $1,440 in P lymouth Township and 
$1,148 80 in P lymouth (Amounts shown 
inc lude half of school taxes col lected 
for the year). 

"Tax bills should be going out 
Wednesday. " said Sandy Set lock, assist-
an t to the t reasu re r in Canton Town-
ship "Every th ing is ready excep t the 
tax fac t sheet f rom the pr in ter Every -
th ing is s tuf fed and sor ted " 

JUST MORE THAN 12,000 bil ls will 
be mai led , Setlock said, about 60 per-
cent to mor tgage compan ies and 40 
percen t to individuals. Each homeown-
er wil l  rece ive an in fo rmat iona l copy-
even though bil ls a r e submi t ted to 
m o r t g a g e compan ies 

The breakdown of the Canton tax bill 
per $1,000 of SEV is: 

• $5 for genera l township opera-
tions. $3 33 for pol ice. $1 56 for f i r e and 
$1 for l ib rary operat ions 

• $19.50 for the P lymouth-Canton 
Communi ty Schools. $67.51 for Wayne 
West land Communi ty Schools or $63 36 
for Van Buren Schools — wh ichever 
appl ies 

• $7 07 for Wayne County govern-
ment operat ions 

• $1 91 for Schoolcraf t Col lege 
• $1.10 for the Wayne County Inter-

med ia te School Dis t r ic t 
• 25 cents for the Huron-Cl inton 

met roparks 

Kenneth Way, c i ty t r e a s u r e r in 
Plymouth, said he and his staf f a r e in 
the process of p repar ing 3,600 bil ls. 

"We'l l be mai l ing Some this week. 

I 'm sure we'l l have them all out by 
Dec 6," he said 

Way said he deals wi th 30 to 40 mort-
gage companies, but he had no idea 
whether more ind iv iduals or banks and 
savings and loans pay tax bills. "We 
have a lot of senior c i t izens who pay 
their own," he said 

THE BREAKDOWN of the Plymouth 
tax bill  per $1,000 of SEV is 

• $19 50 fo r P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n 
schools 

• $7.07 for Wayne County 
• $1.10 for the Wayne County Inter-

med ia te School D is t r ic t . 
• 80 cents for the Dunning-Hough 

Library 
• 25 cents for the Huron-Clinton 

met roparks . 
Mary Brooks, t r e a s u r e r in Plymouth 

Township , said she expects to mai l up-
w a r d s of 7,500 tax bil ls by Dec. 5 or 6 

"We ' re in the process of pul l ing bi ' ls 
a p a r t now and rechecking records as 
we do every yea r to m a k e sure the l ists 
f r o m m o r t g a g e compan ies coincide 
wi th c a r d s we have in our f i les." she 
said. 

"At  least 75 percent go to mor tgage 
compan ies . " Brooks said 

However, - as is the case in Canton 
and P lymou th , p roper ty owners whose 
tax bil ls a r e paid di rect ly by mor tgage 
compan ies will  rece ive a copy f r o m the 
townsh ip for in fo rmat iona l purposes 

The b reakdown of the P lymouth 
Townsh ip tax bill  per $1,000 SEV is: 

• $1 for genera l township opera-
tions, $3 for pol ice and f i re, $1.37 for 
s t o rm dra in debt re t i r emen t and 80 

cents for the Dunning-Hough L ibrary . 
• $19.50 for the Plymouth-Canton 

schools. 
• $7.07 for Wayne County. 
• $191 for Schoolcraf t College 
• $1.10 for the Wayne County Inter-

med ia te School Distr ict . 
• 25 cen ts for the Huron-Clinton 

Met ropo l i tan Authori ty. 

More than 90 percent of all tax bi l ls 
a r e paid pr io r to the Feb. 14 deadl ine in 
all t h ree jur isd ic t ions P lymouth wil l 
a l low tax bil ls to be paid without penal-
ty through the end of February 

P l y m o u t h and Canton townsh ip 
boards have al lowed extensions in t h e 
past, but no such decisions have been 
m a d e yet this year 

P rope r t y owners who are del inquent 
a re charged a 4 percent penalty, plus 1 
percen t fo r each month they ' re late 

Judges to get 
5% salary hike 
By D e n n i s C o f f m a n 
staf f wr i ter 

An adv isory board made up of f ive 
c o m m u n i t i e s has approved sa la ry in-
c reases for 35th Distr ic t Court Judges 
John MacDonald and J a m e s Garbe r . 

Each wil l  earn $71,632 in 1986 or 
about a 5 percen t increase over his-
s a l a r y of $68,376 in 1985. 

The s ta te paid about $38,000 of that 
and the local commun i t ies about 
$ 3 0 , 0 0 0 . H o w e v e r , b e c a u s e t h e 
c o m m m u n i t i e s rece ive "pass- through" 
mon ies f r o m the s tate, they ac tua l ly 
pay much less — about $1,000 f r o m 
each commun i t y . 

But even tha t amount is deducted 
f r o m revenues each commun i t y re-
ce ives f r o m court operat ions. 

T H E F I V E commun i t i es served by 
the 35th Dis t r ic t Court include P lym-
outh, P lymouth Township, Canton. 
Nor thv i l le and Northvi l le Township. 

Las t F r iday , commun i t y representa -

t ives to the advisory board voted unani-
mously to app rove the pay increase fo r 
the two judges 

If  they had not gone along with those 
inc reases a t the local level, s ta te funds 
would have been in jeopardy_gccord ing 
to G a r b e r . 

George Wiland, court admin is t ra to r , 
said the adv isory board approved the 
pay h ikes as par t of the cour t 's 1986 
budget 

F o r the coming court year , which be-
gins J a n . 1. 1988, the advisory board 
has app roved a budget of $1.1 mil l ion. 

Of that amount , $561,000 will  go 
toward the paymen t of salar ies. Bene-
f i ts wil l  account for $186,000 

T H E ADVISORY board has budgeted 
$217,000 for housing expenses 

An addi t iona l $135,000 will  go 
toward misce l laneous expenses such as 
compu te rs , postal costs and te lephones 
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A couple sets up house 
in upstairs of Your Attic 
By Doug F u n k * 
staff writer 

"We wan t to put out the idea any use by 
a minor is abuse " 

Severa l s tudents who fo rmer ly used 
drugs but a r e now c lean — descr ibed 
as recover ing, chemica l ly -dependent 
s tudents by Wisotzkey — repor ted ly 
cfiseuss thei r exper iences in publ ic as 
f j i r t  of the i r individual recovery pro-
g rams. 

• "1 think i t 's someth ing people should 
hear . " said K e m m i e Schumacher , pres-
ident of the PTO. "If  you hear f r o m 
kids w h e r e they 've been and how they 
0>t where they are , tha t 's the s to ry . " 

Char les and Rhoda Morr issey, it 
would seem, just can ' t get a w a y f r o m 
the job. 

That 's because the Canton coup le 
works together as r e s i d e n t / m a n a g e r s 
of a sel f -s torage business, Your Att ic, 
which opened ea r l i e r this month in 
the township 

While many have to r ise ea r l y and 
f ight t ra f f i c to get to the workp lace, 
the Morr isseys m e r e l y have to walk 
down ahruii a Anien stpps f r n m Lhftir 

people 
he would an t i c ipa te that businesses 
will  lease 50-60 percent of the 485 
units ava i lab le in Canton Other 
ren te rs would include persons who 
need to s to re fu rn i tu re between 
moves and an t ique or expens ive late 

mftdfil  ca rs over winter 

V 
T H E STUDENTS a r e expected to 

t l l k  about what chemica l dependency 
how it a f fec ted them and their f am i -

aod how they f inal ly went about 
get t ing help. 

Both f o r u m s would be especial ly In-
s t ruc t i ve t o pa ren ts who suspect the i r 
chi ldren m a y be Involved with d rugs or 
4coho l . 
. "We bel ieve just about everyone in 

t f e i r Uvea have to f ace substance abuse 
* t t h a pa ren t , chi ld, spouse, f r iend or 
«ftapk>yee," Wisotzkey sa id "By under 
s tand ing the d isease of chemica l de-
pendency, which is the same as alcohol 
ism, we can learn bow to be ab le to aee 
It in people we know . . . and how to 

m * 

cozy, two-bedroom a p a r t m e n t to the 
o f f i ce below 
- " I was se l f -employed about 10 
yea rs , " Char les said. "This is l ike 
be ing sel f -employed. Even though we 
have bosses, they ' re not here We run 
it. I t ' s le f t in our h a n d s " 

"There 's no two days a l i ke , " Rhoda 
said. "There 's a lot of neat people in 
and out . " 

" I  was a c a r p e t ins ta l le r for 26 
y e a r s and it was t i m e to get off m y 
knees," Char les added "I was too 
young to re t i re . " 

T H E C O U P L E has worked as self 
s to rage m a n a g e r s for about th ree 
yea rs , for Your At t ic abou t four 
months and a t the new Canton fac i l i ty 
fo r about a month. 

Both Char les and Rhoda work 40-
hour weeks and rece ive s e p a r a t e but 
equa l paychecks, they said. The i r 
compensat ion toge ther to ta l s about 
l i f t  ,000 annual ly including the apar t -
m e n t 

Dut ies include pol ic ing the grounds, 
tending to walk- in and te lephone rent -
a l inquir ies and ac t i ve l y purs ing busi-
ness cus tomers w i th d i rec t con tac ts 
once a week. 

From past experience. Charles said 

Profess iona l business persons — 
lawyers, doctors and accoun tan t s — 
of ten choose to p lace dated reco rds in 
se l f -s torage fac i l i t ies a t a lower per-
square- foot r a t e than in thei r o f f i ces 

Business tenan ts a lso tend to be 
mo re long- term cus tomers . Char les 
said 

Rhoda Morr issey chuckled when 
she reca l led a m e m o r a b l e would-be 
tenant at ano ther locat ion they were 
managing. 

"He wanted to s tore ammun i t i on 
and food suppl ies if there was a nu-
c lear war , " she said. 

H E DEDNT get in because f ire-
a r m s . food, explos ives and gasol ine 
can ' t be s tored In most se l f - s to rage 
faci l i t ies. 

The Morr isseys don't lead isolated 
l ives even though they a r e fa i r l y iso-
lated. Char les said be l ikes to bowl 
and golf. He belongs to the P l ymou th 
E lks Rhoda sews and en joys other 
c r a f t s Both a r e bingo en thus ias ts 

"We see so m a n y people du r i ng the 
day. we ' re not a lone," Char les said. 

And wha t ' s the best thing abou t liv-
ing where you work? "Toge therness , " 
Rhoda quickly answered wtth s laugh 

The Your Att ic in Canton is the 
third in a ser ies of 10 new faci l i t ies 
planned for open ing this year and 
next in me t ro Det ro i t . I t 's owned by a 
par tnersh ip of abou t 25 persons 

George F Fie ld, Jr . , president of 
Your Att ic Inc., is manag ing general 
par tner 

"Canton is a rea l s t rong growth 
a rea , " Field said "We see a lot of 
business growth out there , resident ial 
and mul t l fami ly housing." 

A location nea r the 1-275 corr idor 
also proved a t t r a c t i v e , he added. 

We r£ very Pnll lah on tlie i i ia iket," 
Field said " I ' ve not iced Detroi t is 
certa in ly in a boom phase a t the 
moment and compa ra t i ve l y under-
built." 

F I E L D P E G G E D cons t ruc t i on 
costs of the Canton fac i l i ty , including 
f inancing, at abou t $2.5 mill ion and 
speculated that it could be valued a t 
$2 mill ion for U x purposes 

Based on a m a r k e t va lue of $2 mil-
lion and cur ren t U x ra tes . Your Att ic 
would genera te $60,200 in proper ty 
tax revenues to be div ided among 
P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n C o m m u n i t y 
Schools, Canton Townsh ip and Wayne 
County. 

As of last week, only 88 of the faci l-
ity's s torage a r e a s w e r e avai lable to 
tenants due to s o m e prob lems gett ing 
the site proper ly landscaped as a re-
sult of the bad w e a t h e r . Morr issey 
said. 

He added tha t he expec ts the si tua-
tion to be resolved soon. 

Good cash f l ow is one ress rn sel f -
s torage bus inesses a r e so a t t rac t ive 
to investors, F ie ld said. Monthly rent-
a l r a tes range f r o m $33 to $829 per 
month depending on sixe of the a r e s 
leased. 

Fireman fired for 
resisting training 
By D i a n e Ga l« 
staff writer 

A Canton Township f i re f igh te r was 
f i red ear l i e r this month for insubordi-
nat ion concern ing his a t tendance a t an 
E m e r g e n c y Medical Technic ian (EMT) 
c lass 

Gary Sova was f i red a couple weeks 
ago by Canton F i r e Chief Mel Paulun, 
who decl ined to commen t about the 
spec i f i cs of the incident. 

However , a source close to the si tua-
t ion who asked to rema in anonymous, 
sa id Sova was o rdered to a t tend EMT 
c lasses for the th i rd t ime, had poor at-
t endance and did not pass 

The Observer was unable to reach 
Sova for c o m m e n t . 

—s<i>va, s u a was n i r w ay me cai i tun 
F i r e D e p a r t m e n t Dec. 6, 1975, f i led a 
union g r ievance about being f i red. The 
union is request ing that Sova be rein-
s ta ted wi th fu l l back-pay for the t ime 
be has been off work, said J i m Davison, 

a Canton f i re f igh ter and pres ident of 
Local 2289 

"We a r e bound by contract to rep re -
sent a l l our members , and our con t rac t 
has s t ipu la t ions for fi l ing g r ievances , " 
Davison said. "He was given an o rder 
to a t tend and pass EMT school. He at -
tended and did not pass 

CANTON TOWNSHIP Trus tee Loren 
Bennet t se rves as the township rep re -
sen ta t i ve in union gr ievance cases He 
l is tens to in fo rmat ion f rom the employ-
ee and the township before dec id ing in 
favo r of one. 

The union can accept what Bennet t 
dec ides or request that an outside arbi -
t ra to r hear the case. 

" I  sat th rough a meet ing (with town-
ship o f f i c ia ls and union representa-
t ives) on F r i day , and i t 's my responsi-
bi l i ty  to ga the r fac ts and in format ion . 
rev iew t h e m , put them to the test and 
see if every th ing has been compl ied 
with in the con t rac t , " Bennett said " I 
have to weigh all the facts and t r y to 
answer in a f a i r and equitable way . " 
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