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! Super Sewer

\

design funds
are requested

By DARLENE STINSON

Talk of building a regional sewer
system for Detroit’s far-western and
downriver suburbs has finally boiled
down to the nitty-gritty topic of money.

Canton, like 21 other communities,
has been asked by the Wayne County
Board of Public Works to commit funds
for the design stage of the project pop-
ularly known as Super Sewer.

The design cost to Canton Township
is pegged at $292,000-$330,000, depend-
ing on which two versions of the sewer
system is eventually built.

Canton’s total share of the project is
estimated at $3.3 million.

The county has asked communities
to sign an interim finance agreement
for the design stage by Dec. 81.

But Canton board members will not
consider signing the agreement until
mid-January because of questions re-
garding the township’s capacity rights
in the proposed system.

CANTON TOWNSHIP needs addi-
tional sewer capacity to attract indus-
try and alleviate the tax burden of resi-
dents.

The township has already exceeded
its purchased sewer capacity in the
Rouge Valley System. Engineer Robert
Wade estimates that 42,000 Canton cus-
tomers will be using the system by next
August, despite a purchased capacity
of $8,000.

Township officials have been pinning
their hopes on the Huron Valley System
— otherwise known as Super Sewer —
to increase their ability to purchase
more capacity.

But Wade said that the county’s pro-
posal for Super Sewer shows a Canton
capacity for only 44,448 users — only
slightly more than the number enrolled
in the present system.

The report shows an additional re-
serve capacity for nearly 36,000 Can-
ton users. But Wade said the document
does not clearly delineate the reserve
for Canton. ‘

Township officials want clarification
of the reserve issue before commiting
any funds for the system.

“Why should we pay $3.5 million for
a sewer that would accommodate only a
few thousand more?” said Supervisor
Noel Culbert. “It would be very, very
stupid, indeed, to spend that money for
the balance.” ¢

The township’s other concern on the
Super Sewer issue regards ownership
and rate structures. Although individu-
al communities will finance construc-
tion of the system, the regional sewer
will be owned by the Wayne County
Board of Public Works.

The interim finance agreement said
the county will set rates for the system.
A rate review committee, comprised of
one representative from each partici-
pating community, will recommend
rates to the county.

But Canton officials want more con-
trol over the system than the power to
recommend rates.

Township attorney George Ward has
recommended the inclusion of an addi-
tional paragraph in the proposed inter-
im finance agreement. The suggested
language stipulates that ownership and
the power to set rates would be subject
to negotiations between the county and
the suburbs. “The county doesn’t have

to sign if it doesn’t want to,” Culbert’

said of Ward'’s suggestion.

DESPITE THE CONCERNS sur-
rounding Super Sewer, engineer Wade
said he hopes Canton decides to join the
system. He believes the Michigan De-
partment of Public Works will order a
halt to additional sewer tap-ins in Can-
ton unless something is done to in-
crease the township’s purchased capac-
ity.

“In my opinion, that ismot the proper
way to control growth,” Wade said in
reference to the widely-held opinion
that Canton’s population boom should
be curbed.

“If development pressures are there,
developers will seek sites. You end up
with chaotic growth — anywhere
where developers can get septic per-
mits.”

Wade said the Huron Valley System
would give-Canton adequate sewer ca-
pacity if the county commits the “re-
serve capacity” to the township. Ac-
cording to Wade, the planning depart-
ment has predicted a population of
69,000 by the year 2000. The “reserve”
would give Canton a sewer capacity for
80,000 users.

Two alternatives for Super Sewer
are under discussion at the present
time.

Under one alternative, the system
would stretch southward from Oakland
County’s White Lake Township to
Sumpter Township, where it would turn
eastward to Brownstown Township, Gi-
braltar and Trenton.

Under the other alternative, the sys-
tem would end at Joy Road at its most
northerly point. Plymouth, Plymouth
Township and other communities north
of Canton would be served by existing
sewer systems.

\

Sewer capacity for those communi-
ties would be expanded through the
withdrawal of Canton and other Super
Sewer communities.

Blazing offices

scramble traffic

Fire resulted in severe damage to
two offices in a building on Ford Road
and blocked traffic for two hours early

Friday morning. No injuries were re-
ported.

Canton Township Police officers no-
ticed the flames shortly after midnight,
according to Lt. Larry Stewart.

The building at 42142 Ford Road,
which housed Realty World, State

Farm Insurance, Insulex Corp. and
D’Avanzo and Meconi attorney offices,
is owned by Barbara Olson of Plym-
outh. According to Stewart, the build-
ing is insured by the State Farm branch
located within.

Ms. Olson said two offices —Insulex
and the attorney firm — were “to-
talled” but added that all four business-
€8 remain open.
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Wherever you're heading in southeastern Michigan, this freeway intersection sign serves to point you on your way. (Staff photo by Gary

« Caskey)

Freeways force new look
at Ford Road’s future

By ARLENE VANDERLEUN

A freeways is like a giant concrete
artery, pumping traffic from a network
of-major access roads. The fréeway
carries the traveler only after he has
reached it by often-jammed surface
route. ;

These surface roadways through
communities are dotted with small
businesses, restaurants ‘and shopping
malls working to stay vigorous and
healthy.

Nowhere is that more evident
along Ford Road, which cuts a swath
through western Wayne County. It is
the only major route from I-275 serv-
ing Garden City, Westland and Canton
Township.

BIG PLANS are in store for congest-
ed Ford Road.

It will be widened from Venoy in
Garden City, through Westland to 1-275
in Canton Township.

And it will be redesigned around the
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Schoolcraft .College

Center
Stage

275

Ford Road-Middlebelt intersection in
downtown Garden City.

Ford Road will be widened to five
lanes, with a sixth turning lane at ma-

“jor intersections.

The project is expected to have a
major impact on businesses and homes

located along the roadway. Traffic pat-
terns on Ford Road already are chang-
ing because of the nearby freeways and
the widening plan.

Down the road are such matters as
rezoning, improvements and elimina-
tion of “blight.” \

CURRENT PLANS call for the state
to award construction contracts in No-
vember of 1980, with work beginning in
1981. Estimated cost in federal and
state funds: $9.1 million.

Robert Stevens, director of the West-
land Economic Development Corp.,
predicts completion in “one construc-
tion season.” Stevens promotes busi-
ness development in Westland and
works closely with Ford road business

1-696

I-96

Industrial
Plant

Ford Road

persons and state highway officials.
Public meetings last spring indicated
most people favor the plan.
Buginess owners noted much traffic

‘'snarling along Ford Road, particularly

around Hix Road in Westland, near a
major exit from I-275.

Canton Township Police Chief Jerry
Cox believes there has been an increase
of traffic on Ford Road. However, he
expects relief from the new M-14 to
Ann Arbor.

The state has completed appraisals
of 89 land parcels which it will pur-
chase. The land will provide 60 feet on
each side of the center line for the wid-
ening.

MEANWHILE, local officials are
taking steps to eliminate “blight” along
Ford Road. ¢«

Spruce-up projects are in the plan-
ning stages in Westland and Garden
City. :

A special Westland city project has
been a survey of businesses located
along Ford Road.

The project’s goal is to eliminate a
“blighted” appearance.

The employees check condition of
business parking areas (paved or un-
paved), rights of way and other factors.

Another survey is under way of busi-
ness owners’ possible plans for expan-
sion.

“We're hoping to come up with low
interest loans (through the Economic
Development Corporation) to help revi-
talize the whole (Ford Road) strip,”
said Stevens.

'A MASTER PLAN for Garden City
calls for improvements to the Ford-

Racetrack

Middlebelt shopping center,

Included are tree-planting and a
pedestrian - canopy to link the major
store, irt, with smaller

Also projected sire roadway chenges
to improve traffic flow. A-drug store
would have to be relocated.

"The road change would tibve at least
three lanes of eastbound Ford Road a
couple hundred feet south of their cur-
rent location. Thus, that area of Ford
Road would look like Michigan Avenue,
which has split east-west directions in
the city of Wayne.

Eventually, Ford would become a
limited access highway from Inkster to
Henry Ruff.

Ford Road is a target for rezonifg in
Garden City and in Canton Township.

Some Garden City council members
believe commercial areas along Ford
Road currently aren’t deep enough to
provide sufficient space for many busi-
nesses. Some residential land may be
rezoned to commercial or parking.

In other areas, greenbelts would pro-
vide a buffer between residential and
commercial areas.

OTHER PROPOSALS for Ford -
Road in Garden City include closing
some residential streets to Ford and
providing “linear parks” along closed
streets.

Canton Township officials have been
worried about long “strips” of Ford
Road land parcels which are zoned
commercial.

While rezoning thoSe strips hasn’t
taken place, the township recently
passed a revised master plan which in-
cludes some non-commercial parcels.
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- Crooks easier to catch if they take freeways

By MAURIE WALKER

-When the freeways began their creep
into the suburbs, area police feared the
ribbons of concrete would speed the get-
aways of fleeing criminals.

* Where once it took perhaps an hour
to get from one city to another in stop-
start traffic, the freeways — 1-96, I-275
gnd the recently opened M-14 — great-
ly reduce travel time. Police feared
criminals would blend easily into traf-
fic at almost a mile a minute.

Police in Livonia, Westland, Plym-
outh and Canton, Redford and Plym-
outh townships expected that the easy-
on, easy-off system of the freeways
would ease the way of criminals in the
western suburbs.

Some businesses bordering the free-
ways, particularly gasoline stations,
armed themselves with sophisticated
alarms, expecting a rash of robberies.

BUT THE EXPECTED rise in crime
failed to materialize, according to po-
lice. While freeways may have been of
use to professional house burglars, the
armed gunman is actually easier to
catch on a freeway, officials maintain.

EVA MARIE BLANCHARD

Cars from local departments, along
with .the Michigan State Police and
Wayne County Sheriff’s department,
patrol freeway traffic.

Lt. William Tomczyk, of the state po-
lice headquarters in Northville, said
freeways” do help criminals get from
“point A to point B.” But the chances of
getting off without being blockaded at
exit ramps is deterring criminals from
using the freeways as a means of es-
cape, he added. ‘

“We haven't seen any alarming in-
crease in crime due to the freeways. In
fact, most of the criminals are taking
surface roads on the get-away run,” he
said.

Tomczyk said it is difficult to set up
a blockade on the freeway unless police
have a description of the individual.
There have been cases, however, where
criminals have been captured using the
freeways as an escape route.

CAPT. JAMES MOGAN of the Livo-
\nia Police Department said it was ex-
pected there would be an increase in
robberies along the freeways, “but it
just didn’t happen.

Mogan said Livonia police can call

JOHN POLSON

life amid the freeways

ahead to the Redford Township police
who, in a couple of instances, have in-
tercepted suspects fleeing east from
Livonia. -

“We also have the help of the Michi-
gan State Police and sheriff depart-
ment,” he added.

‘The captain said Livonia has two
cars patroling 1-96 and I-275. One is a
regular patrol car, mainly on the
lookout for motorists in trouble. The
other is a semi-marked car on the
lookout for speeders. Livonia also has
two cars patrolling the north and south
border of 1-96.

“There hasn't been any increase in
robberies due to the freeway system.
Local crime is up somewhat this year,
but it is not connected with the free-
ways. Mainly it is vandalism which
usually is attributed to our own resi-
dents.”

JAMES SHARPE

Scouting honors 3 in area

Four veteran Boy Scouts of America

volunteers, including three from west-
ern Wayne County, recently received
the Silver Beaver, their scout district’s
highest award.
" The recepients included Eva Marie
Blanchard of Livonia and Rgdford
Township residents John Polson and
James Sharpe. Also honored was Jo-
seph Jakubiec of Detroit.

Mrs. Blanchard, of 29651 Clarita, has
been a scouting volunteer for 26 years.
She has been a den mother and assist-
ant den leader coach. She has also vo-
lunteered for the Camp Fire Girls and
Girl Scouts.

Sharpe, 16693 Pomona Drive, has
been active in scouting 15 years as a
scouting coordinator, assistant scout-
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master and district commissioner
among other positions.

Polson, 26821 Dover, has been a
scout leader at the pack, troop and dis-
trict levels for nine years.

The four volunteers received cita-
tions along with silver medal pendants
and ribbons in recognition of outstand-
ing service to youth.

IN REDFORD Township, Lt. Joseph
Carlton, chief of detectives, said free-
ways provide criminals easy access to
its residential areas.

“Businesses along the freeway on

Schoolcraft are prime targets for
robbers because the freeway is located
a half block away proving a quick es-
caw."
Carlton said that while no banks
along 1-96 in Redford have been
robbed, “Other businesses along the
freeway have been robbed.”

Lt. Dewey Combs of the Westland
police said “possibly” the freeways are
making suburbs more accessible to in-
ner-city criminals, but he has no infor-
mation to back it up.

“If a criminal uses the expressway,
it’s easier to catch him than on surface
streets. This is mainly due to the limit-
ed number of exits.”

Combs said in late October, a man
robbed a jewelry store in Westland
Shopping Center.

‘“He got away, but someone noted his
license number. Police put out the in-
formation and the man was arrested a
few minutes later by State Police on
the eastbound Jeffries (I-96).”

CANTON TOWNSHIP Police Chief
Jerry Cox said he believes there has
been an increase in crime, primarily
crime against property, since the free-
way was built.

“Because Ford road is easily reached
from I-275, businesses are more sus-
ceptible to the transient criminal,” he
said. “There are professional breaking-
and-entering people who can get into a
store in Canton and be in Ohio in an
hour.”

The chief said professional home
thieves who completely clear out hous-
es often use moving vans and tend to
travel from state to state doing this.

“The best prevention to this type df
crime is the blockade system. It has a
higher success rate than it’s given cred-
it for.”

Cox said the roadblock is seldom

used on the freeway because physically
stopping cars traveling at high speeds
can be unsafe.

“It is less dangerous to have an offi-
cer stationed along the side of the road
looking for a particular vehicle.”

Although Canton sends a car on the
freeway’s portion through the township
several times a day, Cox considers the
local patrol’s real place is in the com-
munity, not on the freeway.

CHIEF TIM FORD of Plymouth said
there have been no incidences of crimi-

‘nals coming into the city using free-

ways.

“We don’t have much crime in Plym-
outh, and what we do have is done by
those who live around the occurances
of the crimes.”

The chief said the police depart-
ments have set up additional points of
blockades on the new freeways which
is the standard procedure for any high-
way.

“This way, the various departments
can quickly respond in the event a
criminal does attempt to escape on a
freeway.”

Minimum wage hike
won’t match inflation

A 20 cent increase in the minimum
wage to $3.10 per hour will take effect
Tuesday.

It will affect “hundreds of thou-
sands” of employees statewide, “a good
majority” of whom work for restau-
rants and other small businesses, said a
spokeswoman for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Labor.

The increase is the third annual hike
in the minimum wage since 1978. In
1981, the minimum wage will go up an-
other 25 cents to $3.35.

Before the U.S. Congress and Michi-
gan Legislature approved mipimum
wage increases in 1977, the rate was
$2.30 an hour. Both state and federal
laws require the same rate.

WHILE THE increases were intend-

ed to “fall in line with increases in the '

cost of living,” Linda Howe, of the state
labor department’s wage-hour division,
admits they’ve fallen short.

SEMI-ANNUAL SALE
OF MEN'S SUITS, SPORT COATS,
DRESS AND CASUAL SLACKS.

“I seriously doubt it's going to stay
with ‘'the cost-of-living increase,” she
said. “No way it can.”

Prices in the Detroit area through
November were 14.5 percent higher
than a year before, according to the
federal government's consumer price
index.

The latest hike Jw the minimum wage
is nearly 7 percent. The increase for

- 1981 will be 8 percent.

Increases after 1981 will require new
legislation to pass both Congress and
the state legislature.

ONLY THOSE businesses with gross
revenues under $275,000 a year are ex-
empted from paying the minimum
wage, according to Darlene Layman of
the federal government’s wage hour in-
formation office.

However, both state and federal laws
allow restaurants to deduct “tip credit”
from waitresses’ and waiters’ wages.

. ¥ —

Restaurants who paid waitresses at
least $2.18 an hour during 1979 were
not violating the law, Howe said, as
long as tips made up the 72 cents an
hour difference.

The new “base rate” for waitresses
in 1980 will be $2.33.

Federal law allows employers to de-
duct a 40 percent tip credit, but Lay-
man said businesses are advised to
adhere to the stricter 25 percent deduc-
tion the state allows.

state law covers those 18 a
work for a business with 2
employees.

The state coverage requirement
changed last April. As a result, “we
picked up a lot of employers,” Howe
said.

Previously, businesses with four or
fewer employees were exempted.
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-~ Where mobility is important to residents, a freeway is a boon to
real estate prices. But in already settled areas, it makes little differ-

Planis are attracted-
when towns recruit

For some, the Interstate 275, Interstate 96 and
M-14 expressways snaking through western Wayne
County are paved with gold. :

- To manufacturers, freeways mean quick, easy
-transportation of products and supplies.

To business people, freeways mean people —
people in need of services such as food and lodging
while in transit and people moving close by because
-of an easy route to work.

- - To munincipalities, freeways are both a blessing
and a headache. As a community becomes more
accesible due to highways, its population grows,
-sometimes uncontrollably.
.- And with people come businesses, crime and
problems of overcrowding.

With luck, however, freeways also bring indus-

try, creating a fat tax base for a community.

SUCH COMMUNITIES as Canton Township,
-Livonia, Plymouth Township and the city of West-
dand are hoping to cash in on industrial develop-
inent drawn by the freeway system. But, as with
dny desirable commodity, these communities are
“discovering that they can’t sit back and let industry
come to them.

Perhaps most successful in the race to attract
industry is Livonia. Dan Gilmartin, coordinator for
Livonia’s industrial development commission, said
in his annual report that the city is continuing to
-draw industry at a healthy pace.

“Despite the steady increases in interest rates
and the predicted malaise in the national economy,
the city of Livonia continued its excellent growth
cycle, a pattern anticipated with the completion of
(a) the 1-275-1-96 interstate system, and (b) the res-
Yoration of natural gas following the 1975-76 cur-
“tailment,” Gilmartin said.

According to the coordinator, 89 companies
moved to Livonia in 1979, a figure exceeded only by
a record of 96 companies which moved to Livonia
in 1973. The new development has added about $2
million to Livonia's tax base.

- CANTON TOWNSHIP’S situation is just the op-
posite. -
" Although its population has risen dramatically (it
is now estimated at about 40,000) during the last 10
-years, the influx of industry has not kept pace.
Thus, residents’ property tax burden remains much
higher than it would be if the township could de-
- pend on taxes from industry.
~ The opening of 1-275 in 1977 may be changing
that. To some extent, this fall's M-14 opening may
also contribute to renewed industrial interest in
‘Canton.

Township Planner Jim Kosteva said his depart-
ment has been receiving two or three inquiries a
Wweek about the availability of industrial land in
Canton during the past three months.

- He attributed the recent interest to long-range
planning of industries which “want to make plans
“for future expansion when interest rates come
down.”

“To a large extent, developers are finding that
there's limited amounts of good available industrial
land,” Kosteva said.

“One of the determining factors is the ease of
access to interstate interchanges.”

. THE PLANNER said he believes freeways are
" important to industries for two reasons — trans-
portation of goods and visibility for their corporate

image if they can get land which abuts the express-
way.

, Kosteva said most of Canton’s existing industry
is in close proximity to I-275. About 2,300 acres of
industrially-zoned land is available in the area of
the Haggerty Road corridor between Joy and War-
ren and in an area south of Michigan.

But good expressways mean nothing if the access
roads to them are in poor condition. Canton is dis-
covering its campaign to attract industry would be
considerably easier if Haggerty Road were paved.
Canton is currently negotiating an agreement with
the Wayne County Road Commissiop to split the
cost of paving Haggerty between Joy and Warren.

ANOTHER PROBLEM in attracting industry is
faced by both Westland and Canton Township.
Their difficulty is inadequate water pressure.
The Aituation was at the point last summer where
the /Michigan Department of Health announced it
A would not issue water tap-in permits to new heavy
water users in either community where there are
water pressure problems.
The two communities hope the problem will be

solved when a new water main is installed along

Stark Road in Livonia. That main had been planned
for years, but was held up by the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department’s lack of funds to finance it.

Recently the Detroit water board agreed to issue
bonds to finance the project, although the issue has
not been finalized.

WESTLAND, ALTHOUGH not actually bordered
by any of the new freeways, may still be benefiting
from its proximity to them.

Robert Stevens, Westland’s economic develop-
ment director, said: “The freeways have provided
an impetus for growth, but I really think this is a
chicken and the egg kind of thing.

“We’ve gone out after these things instead of pas-
sively waiting for them. Once we do a few industri-
al developments and the people find they are treat-
ed well, then word of mouth becomes the best ad-
vertjsing we have.”

New developments in Westland include three in-
dustrial parks of at least 70 acres and the recent
purghase of an airport on Ford Road of which part
is to|become an industrial park.

ALTHOUGH COMMUNITIES have already felt
the impact of the I-275 and I-96 expressways, the
effect of the new M-14 link with Ann Arbor is yet to
be felt.

Anulewicz of the Norman Dietrich firm
serves as a planning consultant to Plymouth
Township, said he had not seen an immediate im-

ere has been some additional activity of in-
taking a hard look at our zoned land in the

planner said the coming of 1-275 also had a
relatively small impact on industrial growth in
Plymouth Township.

t when the two freeways are pieced together,
there is bound to be growth in western Wayne
County.”

lewicz said he did expect to see industrial
, caused in part by the freeways, occur in
outh Township “during the next few years.”
Much of that growth would probably be in the
form| of industrial parks, rather than large indus-
try, he said.

Year-long study of M-275

State transportation engineers and urban plan-
ners will soon begin a year-long environmental im-
pact study (EIS) of the proposed M-275 freeway
through western Oakland County.

According to John Woodford, director of the
Michigan Department of Transportation, the new
EIS wor’t be completed until February 1981.

-

‘!\e controversial 22-mile freeway would run P

from the I-96 and I-275 interchange near Farming-
ten Hills to I-75 west of Clarkston,

“9HE MICHIGAN Transportatidn Commission

last month revived M-275, which had been can-
oelled by the former State Highway Commission in

-

¢

"Meanwhile, Gov. William G. Milliken last week
ppointed two members of the new transporta-
who supported the freeway plan.
are Hannes o - Jr., .C.w att::y
a Republican, illiara C. Marshall, presi-
of the Btate AFL-CIO and a Lansiog resident.
: fh il
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The $98 million freeway must now be approved
by the Michigan Environmental Review Board and
two federal dep.artments before it is built.

The state’s timetable is to hold public hearings on
the final plan for M-275 in mid-1981 and take bids
for construction by late 1986.

WOODFORD SAID last week that state transpor-
tation officials “will work closely with local gov-
ernment officials, citizen groups, interest groups
and the general public” on the final EIS.

He said the study must meet new federal require-
ments outlining the highway’s impact on cultural
resources, potential 'archeological sites, wetlands
and flood plains. The first EIS done for M-275 five
years ago did not emphasize those areas.

“Of particular concern,” Woodford said, “will be
the recently issued ‘;‘:‘m from the U.S. Depart-
ment of tion concerning the impacts of
urban trgnsportation projects on the central city of
an urban area.” v, S

ence. The Jeffries freeway literally overlooks Castle Gardens subdivi-
sipn in Livonia. (Photo by Santa Fabio)

Big plants are already here, but future
growth is likely to be in industrial parks,

Monday, December 31, 1979

* 3A

life amid the freeways__ e

Freeways spur
housing market
in some towns

By JOHN BOZZO
yand DARLENE STINSON
i

Like a railroad spur in the 1800s, a
freeway can bring boom or bust to new
communities. It can also end, or help
maintain, older areas.

During the past 12 years, only one

, person ever bought a home in Redford

Township from real estate salesperson
Jerry Still because of the new freeway
system. ;

That buyer was Alan Trammel,
shortstop for the Detroit Tigers.

“He bought in Redford Township be-
cause the preximity of the highway (I-
96) made a drive to Tiger Stadium of
Metro Airport easy,” Still said.

CONVERSLY, Barbara Olson, Can-
ton Township real estate broker, said
property values have increased dra-
matically in her area since the opening
of 1-275 two years ago.

The Jeffries (I-96) opened in Novem-
ber 1977. Late this fall M-14 opened,
creating another freeway cqnnecting to
Ann Arbor.

“Hoysing appreciated rapidly be-
fore,” Mrs. Olson said, “but they went
crazy when the expressway opened.”

Although property values have ap-
preciated substantially over the past
several yeéars, Mrs. Olson said home
prices “jumped as high as 11 percent a
month for three months” immediately
following the I-275 opening.”

From the clients she has seen, Mrs.
Olson estimates 85 percent of Canton’s
residents use the freeway system to
commute to Detroit or other areas for

work. ,

HOUSING PRICES have jumped
dramatically, according to statistics
provided by the Western Wayne-Oak-
land County Board of Realtors. Here
are September 1979 prices (with pre-
freeway September 1976 prices in
parentheses):

* Livonia $60,804 ($37,353).

e Canton Township $69,426 and the
Plymouth community $70,652 ($44,026
in combination in '76).

« Westland $42,345 and Garden City
$42,845 (lumped at $26,444 in '76).

« Redford Township $43,041

($30,068).

¢« The Farmington
$73,439 ($46,604).

Mrs. Olson bought her present office,
which is located near I-275, in anticipa-
tion of the freeway opening. After a
1% years, business is much better at
the new location.

community

“I've had people walk through mud
(due to Ford Road construction) just to
get to our office,” she said.

After 1-275 was opened, she said the
number of people looking for homes in
Canton increased tremendously

STILL ALSO saw more people look-
ing for homes in Redford Township
when 1-96 opened, including people
from Detroit.

“When they saw the price of homes,
they didn’t come back,” Still said. “Why
buy a home here when they can get a
similar quality home in Detroit for less
money?

“Redford is an older community.
When people leave here, they go to a
cottage up north or to retirement in
Florida.” i

Still said many people who moved
out to such places as Novi and South
Lyon after the freeways opened are
now returning to Redford Township

“When they built, the builder told
them taxes would be $800,” Still said.
“Now taxes are $1,600 and they're tired
of keeping up with the neighbors "

Still said there is a trend toward
younger working couples to move into
Redford Township. The attraction,
however, is moderately priced homes
compared to other suburban communi-
ties and lower taxes of a township gov-
ernment.

He said 60 percent of people who sell
their Redford Township homes buy an-
other home in the township.

Mrs. Olson summed up the situation
in both communities: Property values
have appreciated more rapidly in re-
cent years than other communities
which lack expresswawaccess.

WESTLAND City Assessor Glenn
Shaw says housing values are increas-
ing more because of inflation than be-
cause of freeways.

sale

]

9.9910.19.99

Reg.$16 10 $30.1t's no
dream-we really have re-
duced prices 1/3 on some of
the most sensational sleep-
wear and loungewear under
the stars. By some of the most
famous names in night-
fashions: Fair, Gilligan and
O'Malley, Rene and more. We
show just two styles here:
Flair's kimono sleeve nylon
tricot wrap robe, orig. $26,
sale 16.99. Over coordinating
two-tone self-belted gown,
orig. $21, sale 13.99. 800
units® in the group, New
Reflections Intimate Apparel.

*‘Total units available at Menopoliton
Detroit Hudson's stores while quantities last

hudsons

)

. |

on a fabulous
collection of \
famous maker |
sleepwear
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