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1980 tax bills expected to rise 13 percent

By DARLENE STINSON

If you think your 1979 tax bill is high,
take a deep breath and wait 12 months.

If it weren’t for passage of the
Headlee Amendment, tax bills in Can-
ton Township would rise a whopping 23
percent next year even without an in-
crease in the millage rate.

With Headlee, you can expect an in-
crease of at least 13 percent in your
total 1980 tax bill if double-digit infla-
tion continues at its 1979 rate.

A proposed 23 percent increase in
Canton property assessments will auto-
matically trigger provisions of
Headlee, which requires municipalities
to roll back the millage when property
assessment increases exceed the infla-
tion rate.

TREASURER JIM DONAHUE said
township officials were forewarned of
rising property assessments last week
through a letter from the Wayne Coun-
ty Board of Equalization.

Canton’s tentative equalization fac-
tor of 23 percent results from the coun-
ty’s annual attempt to equate property
assessments with 50 percent of true
market value. ‘

Property assessments are the basis
for tax computations. A one-mill tax
($1 per $1,000 assessed property valua-
tion) on property assessed at $30,000,
for example, would equal $30.

Under the tentative equalization fac-
tor, all property assessments in Canton

Township will increase by 23 percent
next year.

But all units of government which
tax township residents will be required
to roll back their operating millage un-
der Headlee so that total tax receipts
will not increase by more than the in-
flation rate.

The inflation rate for 1979 has been
estimated at 13 percent. Taxes for the
operation of government would in-
crease by that percentage next year if
inflationary figures remain the same.

However, Headlee does not apply to
special tax assessments approved by
voters.

In Canton Township, property own-
ers are taxed for three special assess-
ments — 1.25 mills ($1.25 per $1,000

assessed valuation) for fire, 3.25 mills
for police and one mill for the library.

According to Donahue, bills for those
special taxes can legally increase by 23
percent next year. A possible roll-back
in those millage rates will be an option
of the Canton Board of Trustees and
the library board.

THE TOWNSHIP'S tentative equal-
ization factor is not final. It must be
approved by Wayne County and Michi-
gan assessors next spring after Canton
officials are given an opportunity to air
their views. ]

But Donahue sees little point in ob-
jecting to the proposed increase in as-

' sessments.

Canton Township properties were
last re-evaluated on an individual basis

in 1972. ‘The tentative 1980 factor,
which reflects two years of sharply ris-
ing property values, would increase as-
sessments by a total 54 percent over
the eight-year period.

“We can go to the state and fight it,”
Donahue said of the tentative 23 per-
cent equalization factor. “But can you
morally justify the stand that home
values in Canton haven't increased by
50 percent since 1972?

“I don’t like it, but I think they're
right,” he said. “And I don’t think
there’s much chance of changing it.”

Donahue says the assessment hike
could give the Canton Police Depart-
ment additional funds for expansion. In
1980 the department will operate on a
“bare-bones” budget of $1.2 million

which will essentially maintain this
year’s services, according to Poiice
Chief Jerry Cox.

The budget funds 24 full-time patrol
officer positions. Cox says a communi-
ty of Canton’s size should employ 80

“This is just what the police depart-
ment needs to catch up,” Donahue said
of the assessment hike. “But if the peo-
ple can't pay, we can't do it."

Donahue said the township board
will weigh the economic well-being of
property owners and the needs of the
police department next August when
the special tax for police is established

The assessment hike will be used to
compute 1981 property taxes to be col-
lected in December, 1980
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Judith Prince of Canton beams as she holds up the plaque designat-
ing her Canton Observer good Samaritan. (Photo by Steve Fecht)

Judith Prince—a good Samaritan

By DARLENE STINSON

To Judy Prince, every year is the Year of the Child.
Her eagerness to open her home and heart to children has earned the
mother of seven a first-place award in the Canton Observer’s good Sa-

maritan contest.

The 31-year-old Canton woman and her husband, Alan, have adopted
six children over the last five years, including two from Vietnam, some
with polio and some with mental impairments. .

Frustrated with the red tape that stalls the adoption process, Mrs.
Prince founded a Michigan chapter of AASK (Aid to Adoption of Special
Kids) in 1974 to help prospective parents and hard-to-place children get

together.

One month after her 6-year-old son Anthony died in a house fire last
June, Mrs. Prince appeared before the Michigan Senate to recite the
problems which stall adoption of children in this state.

They are now trying to adopt another child. Mrs. Prince said the next one
could be the last addition to her family. She added, however, that she
may not stop until her adoptive children number a dozen.

MRS. PRINCE realizes that many couples are content with two chil-

dren.

“You really can’t explain it,” she said of her compulsive urge to adopt.

“It’s'a contagious feeling of love.

“Some of the children we’ve adopted didn't know what it meant to be

loved and cared for.”

When the couple attempted to adopt their first child in 1974, Mrs
Prince became frustrated with the red tape which stalled the adoption

process.

At the time, she said many were criticizing the adoption of Vietnamese
children on the grounds that prospective parents were ignoring Michi-

gan’s adoptable children.

The Princes had been trying to adopt an older child for a year. Their
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BUT THOSE efforts were not the only qualifications listed by friends
of Mrs. Prince when they submitted her name to the Observer's Go
Samaritan selection committee.

“Judy is full of love for children — her own, the handicapped, the
adopted,” the nomination form states.

“She keeps a file for parents regarding doctors and physical therapy to
help parents get the help they need. Whenever anyone calls for elp in
adoption — whether to fight the system of just ask questions — she is
always free to talk.

“In dealing with the death of their little boy, Judy and Alan have
taught their children a new respect for the values set up by our system.
Their children are taught the high value of éach other ahd their love for
each other.” -

Mrs. Prince was not informed of her nomination to the Good Samari-
tan contest until she was selected as a winner. The friends who submit-
ted her name asked to remain anonymous.

“I was aware of the contest, but I thought a lot of people were more
deserving of it than I am,” Mrs. Prince said the day before Christmas. “I
couldn’t think why anyone would think of me in that sense.”

Her ever-expanding love for children and work to place those who are
hard to adopt were the obvious reasons behind the nomination.

The Princes have two natural children — Alan, Jr., 12, and Bobby, 10.
Their adopted family includes Hanh, 12; Dennis, 14; Judi Ann, 12; Connie,

willingness to adopt a child with a physical or mental handicap did not
help their adoption attempt, despite publicity that hundreds of Michigan
children were waiting for adoptive parents.

It was then that Mrs. Prince decided to establish a Michigan chapter
of AASK, a California agency which now registers adoptable children
and parents on a nationwide basis.

“We're a parent group that helps parents,” Mrs. Prince explained. “My
group promotes the fact that we want people to consider the older child,
the handicapped and the foreign — not just to brush them off.”

As founder of the Michigan AASK chapter, Mrs. Prince serves as an
advisor to couples who wish to adopt. Her home address and telephone
number are listed as the organization’s.

Mrs. Prince said that many antiquated laws prevent the adoption of
children in Michigan.

She and her husband recently tried to adopt a 3-month-old baby of
American Indian heritage. Although Prince is of Indian descent, the cou-
ple was unable to legally adopt the baby because of stipulations which
limit such adoptions to only registered Indians.

However, the Princes ran into a bit of their own trouble last summer,
and found themselves on the receiving end of the good samaritan work of
others.

One night last June, a fire broke out in the Prince’s home at Warren
and Sheldon roads.

8, and Danny, 5.

But the Princes are still not satisfied with the size of their family.

One of their adopted children —

6-year-old Anthony — died from

(Continued on page 4A)

Watch those

snowblowers

Along with winter’s chill comes snow
and, of course, its removal. According
to Canton Police Chief Jerry Cox, how-
ever, snow isn’t the bnly thing being re-
moved.

Apparently snowblower thefts have
increased throughout Canton as the
weather worsens.

Cox reminds snowblower owners to
keep their machines under lock and key
in order to foil thieves who desire
M-t;ee sidewalks.
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Wet Christmas

Dashing through the rain this
week was this lone mail truck,
heading for its local post office.
Residents did not get their wish
for a white Christmas as heavy
rains descended on the commu-
nity instead. But sleat, snow or
rain, the mail did go through,
bringing with it special pack-
ages and messages heralding
greetings of the holiday season.
Turn to Page 9A for more pho-
tos on the Christmas post office
rush. (Staff photo by Steve
Fecht)

‘Got the Christmas blues
when it comes to Christ-
mas bills? Banish the
ghosts of Christmas pres-
ents with a fast-action
classified ad in your
hometown newspaper.
Call us today to sell those
items sitting unused in
your home.

591-0900
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FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP tration, which is open to the first 20 the post on Mill Street just north of Ann

Jan. 3 — There will be a financial
aid workshop designed to assist parents
in completing financial aid forms re-
quired of parents of college-bound stu-
dents seeking financial aid beginning at

-7 p.m. in the Canton High School cafe-
teria. Bring financial aid forms. The
service is sponsored by Kalamazoo Col-
lege and is open to students attending
any college or university.

INDIAN HERITAGE PARENT
MEETING

Jan. 8 — The Plymouth-Canton Indi-
an Education Parent Committee will
meet at 6:30 p.m. in the Indian Heri-
tage Center in Central Middle School,
650 Church Street, in Plymouth. On the
agenda is attendance at parent meet-
ing, snowsnake tournament, craft
classes and projects for the coming
year.

MUSEUM FIELD TRIP

Jan. 15 — All students.on the Track
B schedule at school are invited to join

persons who sign up, is being held in
the parks and recreation department of
the Canton administration building.
Call 397-1000 for further details.

WINTER STORY TIME

Jan. 15 or Jan. 16 — Story time for
children ages 3%-5 begins at 10:15 a.m.
either day in Plymouth’s Dunning-
Hough Library. Registration must be
made by from 10 a.m. to 9 a.m. Jan. 8.
The story programs last six weeks and
runs from 30-40 minutes each time.
Programs are limited to children who
are residents of Plymouth, Plymouth
Township and Canton who had not been
in the fall session.

NEW YEAR PARTY

Dec. 31 — Tickets now are available
for a New Year’s Eve party sponsored
by the Plymouth Jaycees and Jay-
cettes. Tickets are $20 per person and
include dinner, dancing, beer, set-ups,
hats, noise-makers and continental
breakfast. The party will be in the
Plymouth Cultural Center.

Arbor Road. There will be food, set-
ups, favors, refreshments, and dancing
to a live band. Tickets are $30 per cou-
ple and reservations are limited. For
tickets - call Red Foster at 453-0273.

AUSTRALIAN PORTRAIT

Jan. 12 — Plymouth Kiwanis Foun-
dation will present a free program on
“Portraits of Australia” at 1:30 p.m. in
the auditorium of Plymouth Salem
High. The presentation by Lee Cavan-
agh is part of the Kiwanis' regular
Travel and Adventure Series. Coffee
and doughnuts will be served.

CHILDREN’S DISCO

Jan. 17 — Canton Recreation De-
partment is sponsoring six weeks of
children’s disco lessons from 4-5 p.m.
Thursdays in Eriksson Elementary
School. The lessons, at $9 per person,
are taught by Continental Dance Studio
instructors. Children age 3-8 are wel-
come to join — no experience needed.

Registrations are being accepted at
Canton recreation office at 1150 Can-
ton Center Road.

RECREATION NIGHT

Jan. 9 — A 10-week recreation night |

for men and women is being offered by
Canton Recreation Department start-
ing Wednesday, Jan. 9. Women will
meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m. and men from
8 to 9:45 p.m. in the gym of Field Ele-
mentary. Cost is $10 for 10 weeks.
Women’s class will consist mainly of
exercise and volleyball and the men’s
mainly of basketball. Both classes are
limited in size. Registration now is un-
der way in the Canton Recreation off-
ice. For information call 397-1000.

NURSERY APPLICATIONS

The Plymouth Community Nursery
Inc. is now taking applications for
membership for the Fall of 1980-81.
The nursery admits students of any
race, color, national or ethnic origin.
For more information call Nancy Sulli-
van at 455-5916.
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obituaries |

JOHN FRANCIS WALSH

Services for Mr. Walsh were held
Dec. 21 in Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church with Father James Jagielski of-
ficiating. Burial was in Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery, Southfield. ‘

Walsh, a Plymouth resident, died
Dec. 18 in St. Mary Hospital. He was 53

LEARN TO FLY!

. This ad and $10 entitles you to a discovery flight dur-
: ing which you actually FLY THE AIRPLANE under the

direction of a ﬂigm instructor.

years old.

He was a personnel planner and a
member of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church.

Survivors include his wife, Mary;
daughters, Colleen and Elizabeth of
Plymouth; and brothers James and
Martin,
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JOY AND LILLY ROADS - CANTON

METTETAL AIRPORT
- COME IN OR CALL

Co. Inc

455-9300

FOR THE COMING
HOLIDAY SEASON...

the Canton Township Parks and Recre-
ation Department for a field trip to the NEW YEAR'S EVE H H
Ann Arbor Natural History Museum. Linoleum-Tile
Vans will leave from the Canton Town-  Dec. 31 — Mayflower VFW Post Local Deal Direct with the Installer VISIT
ship administration building at 12:30 6695 of Plymouth will have a New
p.m. The cost is $1 per person. Regis- Year's Eve Party starting at 9 p.m. in Ne Ws ? SAVE $$$ JIM MIES RUST'CS
L i g FOR YOUR
Staff creates Mémorial fund i FOR FREE ESTIMATE BAR OR
Read it Please Call
. A Ruth Eriksson Memorial Fund has honoring Ms. Eriksson. One suggestion
been created by a committee of staff under consideration is planting trees Here 537 _28 1 2 COUNTER TOOL
. members from the George A. Smith El- between the wings at Smith School as a N EED S
. ementary School. living memorial.
' Ms. Eriksson was the principal of Anyone wishing to contribute may Obgerver &< Ertmm( $ 95
Smith School from 1950 to 1971. send a donation to the Ruth Eriksson Rtpapers from 21
The money donated will be used to Memorial Fund, Smith School, 1298 Discover
, purchase a lasting rememberance McKinley, Plymouth 48170. i t $ 1 5000
| e | a better way o
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“Leather
Weather

For The Really
Appreciated Christmas
Guft
Mens and Ladies
Leather Jackets
and Coats
by Brooks Biker

. $7Q9s

Leather Purse

31 795
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! grands.
t Yamaha Uprights from

IT’S YAMAHA

1.4
g€ GRAND PIANO
§ TIME AT YAMAHA KEYBOARD WORLD '

\! /

Now is the time to buy a new
Yamaha grand piano
at popular prices

i A complete selection of models and fin-
| ishes available in consoles, uprights and

2

%

YAMAHA

A GRAND INVESTMENT

with 2 keyboards and ABC
Fun Blocks for eaxy play

YAMAHA ORGANS |

2888 |

Westland Mall

to buy

¥ better furniture,

977 14 Mile. TROY
14791 Eureka, SOUTHGATE
34150 Gratiot (at 14 Mile)
19136 Telegraph (at 7 Mile)
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Schoolcraft College

Traditional Classes
Walk-In Jan. 2-3
Continuing Education/
Community Services
Mail-In Jan. 4-18

Walk-In Jan. 29

1| - SBEVEN MILE RD, 44
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Seek, and you shall find
Communities are rich with Good Samaritans

We knew they were out there somewhere.

"And, thanks to our readers, we have found that our communities abound with Good
Samaritans.

It began when a member of the staff suggested we conduct a contest to find people who
had given of their time and themselves to help others. The venture was tagged, appropriate-
ly enough, a Good Samaritan contest.

When we requested readers to submit names of persons they considered most deserving
of a Good Samaritan award, the nominations came rolling in.

We received nominations from children naming their parents, neighbors praising a spe-
cial person on the block, organization members nominating a member and from those who
had simply observed a special deed and wished thank the person responsible.

Some of the nominations came from more than one person; some persons got more than
one nomination.

The most difficult part of our contest was selecting a person to receive our Good Samari-
tan plaque. Everyone seemed to deserve the award.

That's when we decided, rather than to just pick one or two people to mention, we would
publish the names of all the people nominated by our readers. '

We also picked two very special people — a Canton resident and a Plymouth resident —
to receive Good Samaritan plaques engraved with their names.

The plaques were presented the day before Christmas to Judith Prince of Canton and
Mary Lois Wall of Plymouth. Although the purpose of the contest was to give something to
others, the staff of the Observer ended up with a present in return.

The present was a reaffirmation that there are good people in the world, and they aren't
hard to find. All one has to do is look.

We'll remember that when we write the less pleasant stories that make the world appear
to be a rather grim place.

To all the people who participated in this contest, we extend our gratitude.

We hope our readers will take the time during this busy week to go through the list of
people who have been nominated.

-

RICHAKD ANDERSON

Richard Anderson’s contributions to
the Plymouth community year-round
have been described as constant and
tireless. Nominated by Kim Anderson,
Richard Anderson was a Jaycee officer
for six years and was instrumental in
posting the “Welcome” signs at the
borders around Plymouth. Even after
his retirement from that organization
he continued to help out at at the annu-
al fall festival by setting up and tearing
down booths.

Space does not provide mention of
all Anderson’s activities. Some of them,
however, include work in the Kiwanis
“Ham and Turkey” fund-raising
project, transporting senior citizens
from the Tonquish Creek Senior Citizen
Project to the Kiwanis-sponsored
travelog, working as a holiday bell-
ringer for the Salvation Army and pro-
viding transportation for the St. John
Church annual rummage sale.

GEORGE BAUER

Nominated by Suzanne Sawyer,
George Bauer is described as a man
who “brings joy and happiness fo ev-
eryone through his kind, caring and
loving manner.” A former Plymouth
city commissioner and member of the
city’s planning commission, Bauer’s ac-
tivities also include work for the Huron
Valley Girl Scouts Council and teach-
ing Sunday school.

Perhaps most appropriate for this
time of the year, Bauer is the type of
person who provides companionship
and a call to those alone for the holi-
days.

Here’s a short poem, written by Ms.
Sawyer, that describes Bauer:

Kind hearts are the gardens.
Kind thoughts are the roots.
Kind words are the blossoms.
Kind deeds are the fruits.
That’s George Bauer.

LINDA BRENNER

Ms. Brenner was described as a “real
breath of fresh air” by her nominator
Jackie Bendickson. A true neighbor,
she keeps busy by offering to drive
those without transportation to where
they need to go. She also makes herself
available to watch others’ children.
“She is a person who gives and gives
and rarely takes,” says Ms. Bendick-
son/"

HAL BURDEN

Pat Comito of Canton nominated her
father Hal Burden because he is a man
who is not afraid to get involved. Typi-
fiying actions of a true Samaritan,
Bauer rescued two boaters who were
found clinging to an overturned raft in
a small lake in South Lyon last year.
“Many others had driven by-but no one
had stopped,” wrote Mrs. Comito.
“Thanks to his willingness to become
involved, those men were rescued from
the lake and rushed by ambulance to

" the hospital.”

DENNY CAMPBELL

Denny Campbell of Plymouth was
nominated by his daughter Heather for
rescuing an accident victim from a car
on Five Mile Road a few months ago.
Heather reports that her father stopped
to help a motorist pinned under her
car'’s driving wheel after four other
cars passed by.

Additionally, Heather says, her fa-
ther always stops to help stranded

\snowmobilers.

“Whenever a person’s machine
breaks down my stops and stays
with them until %y get it fixed. We're

a snowmobile family and go up north
quite a bit. One night he didn’t get back
for two-and-half-hours and when he did
it was dark and rainy.

“My dad is a great guy and if some-
one needs help when my dad’s around
— never fear.”

JOHN COSSIN

John: Cossin, pastor of the Lord’s
House in Livonia, was nominated by lo-
cal parrishioners for coming to the as-
sistance of anyone who needs help.

“He’ll help a friend, a drug addict or
‘Someone who is just lonely and needs a

~ friend.”

AL DALY

Al Daly of Canton can best be de-
scribed as Santa’s friend. Nominated
by Frank McMurray, Daly was there
when Canton decided to build a shelter

* for Santa Claus at the Harvard Square

Shopping Center. He was one of the
first to volunteer to build that shelter
and then maintain it as repais were
needed. According to McMurray, there
were many repairs needed to that first
structure. Then when a motor home
was provided for the traveling Santa in
Canton, Daly coordinated Santa’s
schedule and even did the driving.

“I believe, without Al's help and un-
selfish dedication, Santa would have
had problems this year as well as in the
past,” McMurray wrote.

DONALD DAVIS

Donald Davis of Plymouth was nomi-
nated by his wife because he's a man
who does “more than his share to help
others.” Manager of a local service sta-
tion, Davis does more than what’s re-
quired of his job. According to his wife,
he sometimes works late at the station
but that’s because he’s there offering a
helping hand to those who are lost and
need help.

DON and MILLIE DEMPSEY

Don and Millie Dempsey of Plym-
outh were nominated for their year-
round help to neighbors. Helping area
senior citizens, they mow lawns in the
summer, shovel walks in the winter, do
grocery shopping for others, pick up
prescriptions and anything that needs
doing. According to Mrs. JF. Hogg,
Mrs. Dempsey visits ‘shut-ins in any
kind of weather. “They not only enrich
elderly couples lives, they are their life
line.” ' y

JOHN GEDDES

John Geddes of Plymouth was nomi-
nated by his best friend Jim
Predhomme. John, 13, is an active
sports participant and an avid fan. “He
is my best friend and good Samaritan
and I think he should win the contest,”
wrote Jim.

Jim adds that John is “always pol-
ite” to all his friends and makes them
feel at home when they visit his house.

BERTHA DJERF
Sandra Rich, a, new resident of

Plymouth, nominated Mrs. Djerf for

feel welcome in the com-
munity. Her charity continued through
last summer when she helped Mrs.
Rich start her garden. Not only has she
come to the aid of this family but also
others in the neighborhood. ‘

“Her yard is very well kept, her
house is as neat as a pin and when she’s
finished with her own home she’ll be
across the street helping an elderly
lady with her yard.”

Q;ood Samaritans—I 975

/
Lt Good Samaritans — pages 5A, 8A

As the snow piles up, watch our prices come
down. Save on famous maker ski apparel.
Select frorh the best in active outerwear for
downhill skiing. Great for alryour outdoor

o sports. You'll find polyester or down-filled
jackets, parkas, vests, bibs, and pants. In a

large collection of both men’s and women's

20% o

selected ski apparel for men and women

styles and colors. Here is just a sample of great
buys you'll get at 20% off in Hudson's Ski Shop: f
Ski parkas and jackets, 2000 units.* Reg. $55

to §170., sale 39.99 to 135.99. Vests, 1000
units.* Reg. $40 to 548, sale 29.99 to 39.99.
Bibs, 400 units.” Reg. 568 to $79, sale 49.99 to

59.99. Selection will vary by store

‘Total units availlable dt Metropolitan Detroit Hudson's stores while quantities last

’,







