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Bill clarifies 
Canton's clout 
to buy rights 

•/**** 

By DARLENE STINSON 
A proposed amendment to the Michi-

gan charter township act clarifies the 
legal right of municipalities like Can-
ton to purchase development rights on 
farmland. 

The bill, drafted by State Sen. Wil-
liam Faust, D-Westland, and reviewed 
by Canton attorneys, is now before 
township board members for their con-
sideration. 

The bill was requested by Trustee 
Robert Greenstein in order to establish 
legal grounds for Canton's proposed 
purchase of farmers' development 
rights. Greenstein called the develop-
ment rights proposal "a new animal" 
which current state law does not ad-
dress. 

Although the township board holds 
no authority over bills introduced to 
the Michigan Legislature, Greenstein 
said Faust asked board members to re-
view the document since it was written 
for Canton's benefit. 

Greenstein, an attorney who also 
serves as Canton's farmland preserva-

Farmers 
may get 
tax break 

Planners are shooting for final ap-
proval of a zoning map and ordinance 
in February in order to give farmers an 
opportunity to petition for lower taxes 
in March. 

The zoning documents carry out the 
intent of the township's master land 
use plan by designating approximately 
5,000 acres west of Canton Center for 
agricultural purposes. 

Robert Padget, chairman of the 
planning commission, says the new 
zoning classifications should entitle 
landowners to lower property assess-
ments. 

The Canton Tax Board of Review 
meets in March to consider petitions of 
property owners for lower assess-
ments. The assessments will be used to 
compute 1981 property taxes to be col-
lected in December next year. 

CANTON PLANNER Jim Kosteva 
says much of the land west of Canton 
Center is now zoned for farming. 

But the present zoning is viewed by 
Wayne County assessors as a "holding 
classification" until development of the 
land is possible, Kosteva said. The as-
sessments are currently based on the 
speculative value of the land to de-
velopers. 

But the new zoning classifications — 
agricultural industrial and agricultural 
residential — reflect the intent of the 
master plan to preserve the township's 
farmland. A program has been pro-
posed to reimburse farmers for their 
lost development rights. 

Planners believe the land will be as-
sessed at 50 percent of its farming val-
ue once the zoning text and ordinance 
are adopted. 

But the plans must be adopted by the 
time the Tax Board of Review meets in 
March for assessments and 1981 taxes 
to be reduced. 

The local tax board submits its rec-
ommendation to Wayne County, which i 
makes the final determination on prop-
erty assessments. 

"We want to have as much solid 
backup material as possible to support 

(Coatiaaed on page 5A) 
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tion director, said the bill will be dis-
cussed by the township board on Jan. 8. 
Board members will forward the bill to 
Faust's office with their comments. 

TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY Bert Bur-
goyne raised questions concerning the 
legality of a development rights pro-
gram about 1 Vt years ago. 

Burgoyne noted that existing state 
law does not give or deny the right to 
purchase development rights. He 
advised the former Canton board to 
seek an amendment to the state char-
ter township act if a proposed four-mill 
tax ($4 per $1,000 assessed property 
valuation) for a development rights 
program was approved by voters. 

The millage question failed by a nar-
row margin in November, 197?8. The 
township board has pledged to place 
another development rights proposal 
on the ballot by May 31,1981. 

"I just thought, why in the hell wait 
until a ballot question is approved?" 
Greenstein said of his request for the 
state law amendment. 

According to the trustee, the bilfc 
gives charter townships the right to 
buy, sell or trade development rights. 
It defines development rights as the le-
gal ability to develop farmland. 

Greenstein said a charter township's 
ability to sell or trade development 
rights had to be included in the Senate 
bill as insurance against failure of a 
farmland preservation program. 

UNDER THE BILL, land cannot be 
developed until an individual or corpo-
ration holds deed to both the land and 
the development rights. 

"If a farmland preservation pro-
gram failed in Canton 25 years from 
now, the township could rezone the 
land and say that the development 
rights are worth three times what we 
paid for them," Greenstein said. "The 
township could sell the development 
rights. 

"But you couldn't develop anything 
on that land until the same person be-
comes the owner of the land and devel-
opment rights together." 

Canton Township is the first munici-
pality in Michigan to propose a devel-
opment rights program for the preser-
vation of farmland. 
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Memor ies of Chr i s tmas ce lebra t ions f r o m the pas t a r e revived by 
Bethel Taylor a t the grand opening of the Westland Historical Muse-
um, 857 Wayne Road. The museum is a fa rmhouse , which is typical of 

those built in 1860 in the wes te rn Wayne County a rea . (Staff photo bjj 
Bill Bresler) 

Heritage finds a new home 

Museum brings history to life 
By SANDRA ARMBRUSTER 

• 

Enter the house at 857 Wayne Road, 
and you enter the world of 1860. That's 
when the seven-room farmhouse, now 
home for the Westland Historical Mu-
seum,was built. 

A walk through the museum this Sat-

urday will find Westland Historical 
Commission members participating in 
an "old-fashioned Christmas," continu-
ing a tradition which began at the Mill-
keeper's House, former home of the 
city's museum. 

A spice pot boils on the old, wood 
stove in the kitchen. The fragrance 

flows through the house. A wreath de-
corates the dining room table. The par-
lor Christmas tree is festooned with 
handmade ornaments and strings of 
popcorn. 

TO ASSIST in the trip through time, 
a gramaphone may be playing a top hit 

Legislators honor Flodin in 
official state resolution 

Township Clerk John Flodin has 
received a special pat on the back from 
some of the highest officials in state 
government, including Gov. William 
Milliken. 

On Monday, the dean of the township 
board received an envelope from Lans-
ing. Inside was a resolution congratu-
lating Flodin for years of public dedi-
cation and for last summer's decision 
by the township board to name a park 
on Saltz Road after the long-time clerk. 

The resolution was signed last July 
by Milliken, state Sen. William Faust 
D-Westland, and state Representatives 
Tom Brown, D-Westland, Robert Law, 
D-Livonia, and Roy Smith, R-Ypsilanti. 

Flodin said he knew nothing about 
the resolution until Monday. 

His secretary, Doris Kelley, con-
fessed that a representative from Lans-
ing contacted her last summer to ask 
for a biography of Flodin. But she said 
nothing of the phone Call to her boss. 

"All I can say is I'm pleased," said 

Flodin after receiving a copy of the 
resolution. "I knew nothing about it. I 
thought it was one of the nicest compli-
ments I've ever got." 

THE RESOLUTION bestows numer-
ous adjectives of praise upon the long-
time clerk. The special tribute reads: 

"Mr. Flodin began working for the 
township in 1953, serving at one time 
or another as dog warden, building in-
spector, volunteer fireman, and finally 
becoming township clerk in 1956. He 
has served with diligence, selfless de-
votion and dedication ever since. 

"John Flodin's warm personality has 
been a joy to those fortunate enough to 
know him. He is well loved for his 
'down-home' sense of humor, his opti-
mism, enthusiasm, his philosophy that 
there is a compromise for every kind of 
sticky situation. He is truly a servant of 
the people, the first to arrive at the off-
ice in the morning and the last to leave 
at night. He never refuses a phone call. 

"He often spends evenings and week-
ends performing volunteer services for 
senior citizens. Sometimes it is a tax 
form that needs filling out, or a tree 
that needs trimming, or maybe a walk 
that needs clearing. He also delivers 
Good Fellow baskets to deserving fam-
ilies at Christmas time. 

"A devoted husband and father, he is 
married to his childhood sweetheart, 
the former Bernice McConnalough, and 
they have a daughter, Mrs. Mary Jo 
Marsh. 

"The warmth, humility, industry and 
loyalty that John Flodin has demon-
strated most certainly makes him 
deserving of the honor accorded him by 
the township he serves so wel 

"In special tribute, this document is 
signed and sealed to congratulate John 
W. Flodin upon having a Canton Town-
ship park named for him, hnd to extend 
him tribute in recognition of his distin-
guished public service." CLERK JOHN FLODIN 

from the past, such as "Silver Threads 
' Among the Gold." 

Commission members are seeking 
more cylinders for the instrument 
bought in Jackson from a man who had 
played it as a child. Hand-painted irises 
on the inside of the gramaphoie's 
speaker make it a valuable addition to 
the collection. 

A $40,000 state grant was used to 
purchase the farmhouse last July. The 
commission spent the last six months 
restoring the farmhouse, now open to 
the public, with about $8,000 in federal 
Community Development funds. 

The commission is a non-profit, non-
salaried group and depends on grants, 
donations and contributions from the 
public to operate. The city provides a 
"maintenance budget," but that isn't 
enough to fund paving for a parking lot 
needed for the museum, commission 
members say. And federal guidelines 
prohibit use of the remaining Commu-
nity Development funds for that pur-
pose. 

THE MUSEUM formerly was locat-
ed in the Millkeepers House adjacent to 
Nankin Mill on Ann Arbor Trail. The 
commission's historical collection out-
grew the Millkeeper's House, rented by 
the commission from the county. Nan-
kin Mill housed a county nature center 
before a deficit budget forced its clos-
ing. 

Now both buildings are empty. 
"We're watching those buildings 

carefully," said Bethel Taylor, a mem-
ber of the historical commission. 
"Since they are part located in West-

(Con tinned oa page 5A) 

Short Takes 
Christmas raise 

The Canton Planning Commission has received a 
raise just in time for Christmas. Under action taken 
by the board of trustees last Tuesday night, the 
township's seven planning commissioners will 
receive $40 for each meeting they attend instead of 
the $25 they formerly received. Finance director 
Mike Gorman recommended the pay hike after a 
salary review was requested by planning commis-
sioners. But according to Treasurer Jim Donahue, 
some planning commission members believe they 
should receive no pay for their services. Gorman 
also recommended a salary review for all township 
commission members except those on the board of 
trustees. Trustees now receive $75 per meeting, 
while members of other township commissions 
receive $25. " 

Contract comes through 
Canton DPW workers and building inspectors have 
a new contract with the township after nearly 11 
months of negotiations. The new three-year pact, 
which is retroactive to last April 1, gives workers a 
24 percent pay hike over the life of the contract, 
according to finance director Mike Gorman. About 
two months ago, negotiating teams of the township 
and the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) reached tentative 
agreement on a new contract. But Gorman says the 
township board refused to ratify the pact because 
of concerns over non-economic issues. Both the un-
ion and the township board recently ratified the 
revised agreement which was presented by the 
negotiating teams. 

Marketing made simple 

A passel of smallfry (about 30) from Errickson Ele-
mentary School in Canton learned about the skills 
needed to run a store last Thursday when they visit-
ed another group of students. The students in 
charge were members of the store management 
class at Plymouth Canton High School. They of-
fered some words of advice to the elementary stu-
dents, took them on a tour of the store they operate 
in the high school and even managed to practice 
some good public relations. One of the highlights of 
the field trip was a Christmas party with Santa 
Claus—always a crowd pleaser in the younger set. 

Index: 
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OBITUARIEc 
Expert help on water asked 

HELEN SARK 

Services for Mrs. Sark, 82, of Fran-
cis, Plymouth, were scheduled for to-
day at 10 a.m. in St. Kenneth Catholic 
Church with burial to be in Holy Cross 
Cemetery. Officiating will be Fr. Wil-
liam Pettit. Arrangements were made 
by Schrader Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Sark, who died Dec. 16 in Livo-
nia, was a homemaker and a member 
of Our Lady of Good Counsel Alter So-
ciety. 

Survivors include: daughters, Lilliam 
Horn of Plymouth, Marian Henke of 
Munising, Delores Relich of Garden 
City, and Joann McLellan of Plymouth; 
sister, Anna Miller, 14 grandchildren, 
20 great-grandchildren, and one great-
great grandchild. 

CAROL E. EICHOLTZ 

Services for Carol E. Eicholtz, for-
merly of Plymouth, were held recently 
in Hendersonville, N.C. 

Mrs. Eicholtz, who died Dec. 14, 
lived in Plymouth until 1971. She was a 
member of the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, in Plymouth. 

Survivors include her husband, Ken-
neth; daughters, Paula Gris* Id, Wen-
dy Conadera and Leslie Johnson; son, 
Todd Eicholtz; sister, Theodora 
Cutshall; and brother Ronald Baum-
gartner. 

Memorial contributions can be made 
to the First Church of Christ, Scientist 
in Hendersonville or the charity of 
one's choice. 

LAZO KOSTA 

Funeral services for Mr. Kosta, 78. 
of Canton, were held recentl) in Sacred 

A 

Heart Church and in the R.G. & G.R. 
Harris Funeral Home with burial in 
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. Officiating 
was the Rev. Thomas Chelena. 

Mr. Kosta, who died Dec. 11 at An-
napolis Hospital, had moved to Canton 
a year ago from Detroit. He was re-
tired as a cook in a restaurant. Survi-
vors include: wife, Margaret; sons, Wil-
liam, Victor and Thomas; daughter, 
Christine Schulz; and eight grandchil-
dren. 

JEAN ULP 

A memorial funeral services for 
Jean Ulp, 75, formerly of Plymouth, 
will be held at 1:30 p.m. Dec. 29 in St. 
Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Plymouth. 

Mrs. Ulp, who died Dec. 19, is sur-
vived by: husband, Herbert of Madison, 
Ala.; son, Bill Young of Plymouth; 
daughters, Elaine Frederick of Plym-
outh, Marie Teeple of California, Mari-
an Steele of New Jersey, and Virginia 
Fox worthy of Ala.; 16 grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren; sister, 
Marjorie Chalmer; and brother, Thur-
man Brown. 

HELEN J. ANTIS 

Funeral services for Mrs. Antis, 59, 
of Canton, were held recently in Cherry 
Hill United Methodist Church in Canton 
with Rev. Bert Hoskin officiating Ar-
rangements were made by the Howe-
Peterson Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Antis, who died Dec. 16, is sur-
vived by: husband, Everett; son, Harry; 
daughters, Judy Kuhn and Penny Klein; 
isters, Lillian Adams, Peggy Linton, 

V rh Barry and Mary Ann Morrison; 
. ) eight grandchildren. 

By TOM LONERGAN 

A panel of local government officials 
from southeast Michigan wants Gov. 
William Milliken to appoint an "envi-
ronmental master" to direct cleanup of 
contaminated ground water sites in the 
seven-county region. 

Members of the Areawide Water 
Quality Board (AWQB), part of the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Govern-
ments (SEMCOG), expressed little con-
fidence during an emergency meeting 
last week in the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources' (DNR) ability to 
resolve the problem. 

The AWQB has no legal power but 
acts as a state-designated watchdog 
agency on water quality. 

EARLIER THISmonth, DNR re-
leased a list of more than 260 locations 
in the state known to have contaminat-
ed groundwater. 

The list included two landfills in 
Avon Township and one in Troy that 
have polluted the groundwater. An ad-
ditional five landfills in Avon were sus-
pected of polluting the groundwater. 

In Wayne County, the polluted list in-
cluded a Standard Oil gas station in 
downtown Plymouth, where fuel oil has 
leaked into the groundwater. A landfill 
in Canton Township is suspected of con-
taminating the groundwater. 

THE WATER quality board asked 
Milliken to search nationwide for an in-
dividual to direct cleanups of contami-
nated sites and pursue civil and crimi-
nal penalties against violators. 

The "environmental master" would 
play a similar role that federal court-

appointed experts did/in the pollutibn 
case involving the city of Detroit's sew-
age treatment plant. 

"The DNR has maintained an isolat-
• ed, closed-door process on environmen-

tal protection strategy," said James 
Seeterlin, Waterford Township supervi-
sor and AWQB chairman. 

"They don't let us know what is un-
der investigation in our own communi-
ties — until they reach a point when 
they present us with a list that is so 
staggering it is beyond belief." 

The water quality panel also asked 
Milliken and Michigan Attorney Gener-
al Frank Kelley to meet with local offi-
cials in southeast Michigan to discuss 
funding more environmental enforce-
ment personnel "for rapid prosecution 
of violators." 

That demand was pressed by Wash-
tenaw County Drain Commissioner 
Thomas Blessing, who said there has 
been "no emphasis on prosecution 
locally or at the state level. 

"Until people understand that they 
won't be faced with just cleanup cost, 
but also criminal prosecution, I don't 
think jt (chemical dumping in landfills 
and elsewhere) will ever be stopped." 

BUT MAYOR Richard Cogger, of 
Lathrup Village, said he'd "be con-
cerned with an overkill on enforcement 
and prosecution." 

"Ohio is concerned with getting as 
much Michigan business that's willing 
to fly across the border," he said, not-
ing the neighboring state has more leni-
ent environmental laws. 

He called for state and federally 
funded research to develop ways of 
disposing toxic chemicals 

i 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
and a prosperous 

New Year to all. 

b b t t 

BRUCE 
NE WBURGH PlAZA (6 Mil* A NcoDurgh) Livom* ttl-OTM 

Houn Mon . Thu»» ft Fn 10-9 Tu«s W*d ft S»t. 10-6 
M»|Of Credit Cud* Honored 

It's • , 
"Leather^ 
Weather" 

For The Really 
Appreciated Christmas 

Gift 

M e n s a n d Lad ies 

Leather Jackets 
and Coats 

by Broqks Biker 
$ 7 0 9 5 

Irom i w 

Leather Purse 

$ 1 7 9 5 
Irom 

• Mi * • ism • (iloves • Wallets • Bells 
N Bu< k!es • 11 its • Bnekdses • êsls 

Westland Mall 

After you've finished 

wrapping your holiday 

presents.... 

have we got a 

Caribbean 

package 

for you. 

A 
50 

Call our 

Observer & Eccentric 

Travel Desk 

at 591-2300 Ext. 244 

for details 

A 

O 

"Peace on earth, 
good will toward men..." 

Jacobson's will be closed tomorrow so that we 
may all share the joys of Christmas. We will 

be open Wednesday morning at 9:30 

Need to getaway? 

Call our 

Observer & 
Eccentric 

Travel Desk 
591-2300 Ext. 244 
for information 
about our 

Caribbean 
Holiday. 

Do it for yourself. 

REPLACEMENT 
ALL-WOOD 
CASEMENT 
WINDOWS 

MADE TO FIT 

FULL VENTILATION 
FULL 8CREEN 
ENERGY TIGHT 

INSULATING GLASS 
MONARCH 

WINDOW CO. 
12090 MERRIMAN 

LIVONIA 
427-3720 

Mon.-Fri. 9-9 
8at . S-12 

"I'm sure there's many businesses 
with toxic materials who have just put 
them in a drum," Cogger said, "be-
cause we haven't provided them with 
an out." 

LOCAL OFFICIALS from Livingston 
and Monroe counties rapped DNR for 
failure to advise them about the con-
tamination problems. 

"This very report the DNR put out is 
an indictment of the DNR," a township 
suprevisor in Livingston County said 

James Miller of DNR's environmen-
tal enforcement division called the con-
tamination problem "almost over-
whelming." 

"There's very little likelihood that 
we can attack the whole list immedi-
ately," he said. "The list was outdated 
before it was published. That's how fast 
the information came in." 

Miller said the polluted sites listed in 
the DNR's report were based on known 
physical evidence while the suspected 
list was "overly conservative." 

Virtually all landfills were listed as 
suspected contaminant sites, Miller 
said. 

ON PRIORITIES, Miller said con-
taminated sites where toxic chemicals 
have been dumped would be addressed 
first. 

"We don't feel salt spills or dis-
charges that involve petroleum prod-
ucts (as in Plymouth) are as urgent." 

Asked about enforcement, Miller 

said, "We're talking about criminal ac-
tions, civil actions and additional ad-
ministrative actions." 

He said three state laws covering 
dumping, transport ing dangerous 
chemicals and landfills carry penalties 
ranging from $1,000 to $25,000 and pro-
vide for jail terms. 

The environmental enforcement di-
vision has a staff of 20. 

WHILE CALLING the pollution cri-
sis nothing new, State Rep. Alice Tom-
boulian, D-Rochester, said a new state 
law on disposal of hazardous wastes 
should lead to closer regulation so 
"things end up where they're supposed 
to go." 

The law, which Rep. Tortiboulian 
sponsored, takes effect Jan. 1 

She said the new law could allow in-
dustry to establish regulated hazardous 
dump sites in the state. There is "antip-
athy" toward the state's operating a 
disposal site, she said. 

Tomboulian said Michigan is one of 
the four most toxic waste contaminat-
ed states in the country, and Oakland 
County was one of the three worst con-
taminated counties. 

BUT LEROY Volberding, director 
of Human Services for Oakland County, 
said the groundwater is salvagable 

He referred to "alarmist concerns 
about writing off the groundwater in 
southeast Michigan. I don't know what 
that means. 

S m i l e y i h e r s 
* TRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC 

I he Finest 
in 

Keyboard 
Instrument* A 

R a k f w i r t 

^ (Ml 

HAMMOND-ALLEN 
Select Used 

Pianos and Organs 

PRIVATE A GROUP 
LESSONS 

Mrminghwn, HMO N. Hunter 
6 4 7 - 1 1 7 7 

AIm OttroH » DMrtern 
Wiftinlii WIH Hoefc-M. 

S52-C2S3 ' 

MAKE 
BAVARIAN VILLAGE 

YOUR SKI 
HEADQUARTERS 

EVERYTHING FOR SKIERS 

SKI SHOPS 

1 0 % O F F 
on 

Glassfyre 
Glass Doors 

• Ultimate in quality and psrtsrmanca. 

• Best in snsrgy saving and dscor 

T0WH V COUNTRY 
Hardware & Fireplace 

27740 FORD ROAD • GA 2-2750 J 
Give someone s o m e t h i n g very special... 
A Cessna Pilot Center Gi f t Cert i f icate! 

There's no greater gift than one that lasts a lifetime 
and gets better with age'. That's exactly what a gift 
of flight training will do! You can buy a handsome 
Gift Certif icate for a $10 Discovery Flight or for 
any denomination to cover part-or all-of a Cessna 
Pilot Center Private Pilot Course1 Or, if your "some-
one special' ' is already a pilot you can select a Gift 
Certificate to apply to an adv? .ced rating1 Make it 
the greatest Christmas of all see us now' 

C e s s n a ^ 
PILOT CINTIR 

IFLYCCSSNHi 
THE CPCUMY! 

PLYMOUTH AERO, INC 
Joy and Lilley • Canton 
Mettetal Airport 455-9300 

for ijou.1 £.njoL)m.Ent 

«/£ a t e . i f i o n i o z L n g . . . 

30 HOURS 
of 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
and 

"THE CUSTOMS 
OF CHRISTMAS" 

on „ 

w w j Fm97 

from 3 PM Chr is tmas Eve 

'til 9 PM Chr is tmas Day 

earthside 
Michigan's largest Htkan Allen thaler 

LIVONIA • 15700 Mlddlebelt Road • PHONE 422-8770 
UTICA • 50170 Van Dyke • PHONE 739-6100 
SOUTHFIELD • 15600 W. 12 Mile Road • PHONE 557-1800 

M M 
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Although outdoor Chr i s tmas displays a r e dwindling because of the high cost of e lectr ic i ty , glorious ce lebra t ions of Chr i s tmas can still be seen in the Plymouth-Canton communi ty . (Staff photos by Gary Caskev) 

It s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 

A 0 h jff •< . 

A 

» Emi ly Steffans , 3, of Canton, pores over a selection of ca rds - a def in i te m u s t for the 
o holidays. 

v-: 
W;-' mrn&mim 

*< 

% & • 

Silverplate to make you 
shine at entertaining 
sale 5.99 to 24.99 
Gleaming hostess pieces from Webster Wilcox, priced to save ' 
you plenty. Set of four coasters In silverplate and glass, 2 0 0 units; 
sale 5.99. Silverplate and glass Ice bucket and tongs, 250 units,' 
sale 9.99. Sllverplated goblets, wines and champagnes, 750 units,' 
sale 6.99 each. 15" tray, 150 units; sale 22.99. Four-part relish, 100 
units; sale 22.99. Chip *n' dip, 100 units; sale 24.99. In Silver Gallery.' 

'Total units available at all Hudson's stores wNe quantities last. 

hudson's 
I 

' \ 
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Monday's Commentary 

i' > 

Ramblings 
By Caroline Price 

Canton Observer Editor 

Whe Stroller 
A special walk 

The mouth that roared 
By W W . EDGAR 

In our cont inu ing quest to enr ich r e a d e r s ' liv^s, 
R a m b l i n g s o f f e r s the fol lowing quiz: 

P l e a s e c i r c l e the c o r r e c t answer(s) . 
G e o r g e R o m n e y is: 
(a) F o r m e r g o v e r n o r of Michigan 
(b) Recen t ly appoin ted m e m b e r of the Wayne 

S t a t e Univers i ty Board of G o v e r n o r s 
(c) An a c t i v e m e m b e r of the Mormon Church 
(d)A j e rk 
(e) All of the above 
We won' t ask you to go to all the t roub le of turn-

ing the page upside down in o rde r to find the c o r r e c t 
response . The a n s w e r is (e) — All of the above. 

Unti l r ecen t ly , one migh t have c i rc led a, b or c 
and been bas ica l ly c o r r e c t . 

This month , however , R o m n e y forgot the old saw 
tha t " i t is b e t t e r to r e m a i n silent and be thought a 
fool than to speak and r e m o v e all doub t . " 

And when our f o r m e r g o v e r n o r wishes to r e m o v e 
all doubt , he doesn ' t do it ha l f -way . 

We r e f e r to R o m n e y ' s de f e ns e of his chu rch ' s ex-
c o m m u n i c a t i o n of Equa l Rights A m e n d m e n t sup-
p o r t e r Sonia Johnson and his s t a t e m e n t s tha t m a n y 
of those pe r sons who suppor t the ERA ar^e " m o r a l 
p e r v e r t s . " 

A m o r a l pe rve r t , a t leas t a cco rd ing to R o m n e y ' s 
s o m e w h a t convolu ted t r a in of thought , a p p e a r s to 
include homosexua l s , lesbians, w o m e n who do not 
cons ider ch i ldbea r ing the only g a m e in town and 
anyone e lse who doesn ' t a g r e e with Romney . 

About the only person we can think of o f fhand 
who does not qua l i fy a s a m o r a l p e r v e r t by Rom-
ney 's def in i t ion is Anita Bryan t . 

T h e r e a re , however , a t leas t 32 s t a t e l eg i s la to rs 
and a v e r i t a b l e a r m y of people f r o m all w a l k s pf 

l ife who don ' t a g r e e with R o m n e y . 
In f ac t , all these a n g r y people a r e d e m a n d i n g 

that R o m n e y res ign f r o m the WSU Board of 
Governe r s . 

He has t aken a "Hel l no, I won' t g o " s t and in 
re la t ion to the m a t t e r . 

Why R o m n e y wishes to su r round himself with 
m o r a l p e r v e r t s has never been exp la ined . As a 
Wayne S t a t e g r a d u a t e , we know the un ivers i ty is 
just filled with ERA s u p p o r t e r s who teach , s tudy 
and visit the re . 

Although we bel ieve the e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n of 
f emin i s t Sonia Johnson w a s a silly g e s t u r e on the 
par t of the Mormon Church, we do not intend to 
a r g u e with chu rch theology or R o m n e y ' s suppor t of 
it. 

Possibly R o m n e y will not fo rg ive Sonia Johnson 
for being an uppi ty w o m a n ; we suspec t God will. 

P e r h a p s R o m n e y will be hounded out of his sea t 
on the WSU Board of G o v e r n o r s and go on to f a m e 
and f o r t u n e as a r e g u l a r on the "Donny and M a r i e " 
show. He will, of course , have to get his t ee th 
capped . 

R q m o r has it, however , tha t t h e r e is a new under-
ground m o v e m e n t f o r m i n g with the ob j ec t i ve of 
ge t t ing the M P E R A passed into law both in Michi-
gan and th roughout the nation. 

Oh, you haven ' t h e a r d ? The M P E R A s t ands for 
the "Mora l P e r v e r t s Equa l R igh t s A m e n d m e n t . " 

' We h e a r the m o v e m e n t is ga ining s t r eng th quick-
ly. T h e y ' r e even thinking of pu t t ing out a b rand of 
c i g a r e t t e s to cap i t a l i ze on t he g r o u p ("You 've c o m e 
a long way, pe rver t " ) . 

In the m e a n t i m e , m a y b e s o m e o n e will t a k e pity 
on R o m n e y and put a muzzle under his C h r i s t m a s 
t ree . 

This is the one night in the year when 
The Stroller likes nothing better than to 
lean back in his easy chair, close his 
eyes, and pay a mental visit to the little 
white church on the hill back home in 
the Pennsylvania Dutch^ountry. 

Through the mist of years comes the 
sight again of Rudy Trinkle sitting at 
the large, old-fashioned pipe organ, the 
hastily built platform in front of the 
pulpit and the Sunday School classes 
eagerly filling the pews for what was 
considered then as one of the most im-
portant nights of the year. 

It was doubly important for The 
Stroller. He was always called upon to 
recite a Christmas poem as part of the 
Christmas play and later to step up 
front to receive a book as a reward for 
another year of perfect attendance. 

PERFECT ATTENDANCE was a 
tradition in the Stroller's family. How 
it started no one remembers. But every 
member of the family, including uncles 
and aunts, joined in to make it a very 
competitive practice. In fact, The 
Stroller's Uncle Pete held the record of 
more than 60 years without a miss. 

The Stroller never got that far. But 
he did have a record of 20 years when 
he left home to further his journalistic 
career in Detroit and later with the Ob-
server-Eccentric Newspapers in the 
suburbs. 

It seems like only yesterday, as The 
Stroller continues his mental journey, 

that he walked down the aisle to deliv-
er his recitation and heard his dear old 
mother say to her pew companion 
"That's my boy." 

The rec i ta t ion de l ivered , The 
Stroller walked back to join his Sunday 
School class mates to await the big 
moment — the moment when he would 
be called on to receive his attendance 
award . 

IN THOSE DAYS he had real com-
petition for what was considered the 
high honor of having been present eve-
ry Sunday for the longest stretch of 
years. 

The competition came from Mayme 
Scott, a girl from the other side of 
town. As far back as The Stroller can 
remember, we were deadlocked. And 
each year as our names were called she 
would walk up one aisle and The 
Stroller up the other. 

The great night came when each of 
us had completed 20 years without a 
miss. The award each year had been a 
book But this night we were handed a 
jewel box. When it was opened, much 
to the surprise of the young Stroller he 
found a gold medal. It was an open 
Bible fully inscribed. To him it was the 
finest gift he ever had received. 

As the memory of that evening 
comes rolling back The Stroller real-
izes that the small town church ser-
vices on Christmas Eve reveal mope of 
the yuletide spirit than is £#erfif!n the 

cities where everythng is hustle and 
bustle enroute to some sort of a party . 

AS THE MENTAL pictures come 
back each year. The Stroller sees the 
happy faces on the members of the 
class as they present Mary Evans, our 
teacher, with a gift purchased with the 
nickels and dimes we had saved In 
turn, she always had a gift for each of 
us. 

Then, as the play ended, Santa came 
down the chimney and out of his big 
bag he had a box of candy and an 
orange for each of us. 

We always raced home and placed 
them in our stocking hung on the wall 
and -many times they were the best 
gifts we had on Christmas Day. 

• • . 

But to The Stroller the fact that he *-
had earned another award for perfect 
attendance made Christmas all the Z' 
merrier. •*-

Santa has come down the chimney 
many times since that night and while 
The Stroller long since has discontin-
ued his weekly appearance in Sunday 
school, he often wonders whatever hap-
pened to Mayme Scott And now as 
he awaits the arrival of Santa, The 
Stroller wouldr like to be sitting in that 
little white church on the hill back 
there in Catasauqua., waiting to be ' 
called to receive a book 

If it were possible, it would be a per-

fect Christmas. 

latest fi 
Like most people who a r e involved in producing 

quan t i t i e s of i n fo rma t ion , I a m add ic ted to consum-
ing quan t i t i e s of i n fo rma t ion . 

I found it imposs ib le to do this on a r ecen t vaca-
tion to a coun t ry w h e r e I m e t only two people wtyo 
spoke English and no dai ly n e w s p a p e r s a r e pub-
lished in our l anguage . 

At night you c a n l isten to the Voice of A m e r i c a or 
the A r m e d F o r c e s Rad io Ne twork , and you can pick 
up a good deal of i n fo rma t ion . I did. Most of it was 
about I ran. 

But rad io is u l t i m a t e l y not a s sa t i s fy ing a medi-
um as pr in ted words . No one be t t e r unde r s t ands 
tha t words ga in no added va lue when wr i t t en than a 
person who w r i t e s t hem. But it still is hard to es-
c a p e the fee l ing tha t words which weigh m o r e a r e 
m o r e weighty . 

So I was like a junkie with the shakes when I 
c lu tched the a r m of a s t e w a r d e s s on the p lane back 
h o m e and begged fo r a copy of T i m e or Newsweek 
or s o m e t h i n g s imi l a r . I w a s ha l f - f in ished read ing 

Jackie Klein writes 

the one she g a v e m e be fo re the No Smoking sign 
went out a f t e r take-off . Inside its c o v e r s I found a 
g r e a t dea l of i n f o r m a t i o n about I ran . 

When I got h o m e I had a s tack of n e w s p a p e r s 
wai t ing fo r me. Inside t h e m I found a g r e a t dea l of 
i n f o r m a t i o n about I ran. 

All of it I found, s t r ange ly , unsa t i s fy ing . 

IT A P P E A R S to m e f r o m these n e w s p a p e r s , ra-
dio b r o a d c a s t s and m a g a z i n e s t ha t v i r tua l ly nothing 
in I r an has changed. It took m e 10-15,000 wr i t t en 
words to find this out, and mos t of the words w e r e 
displayed below head l ines with l e t t e r s the size of 
m a n d a r i n oranges . 

The coun t ry has a big p r o b l e m over in I ran , and 
the news media have one no less l a rge . Less signifi-
can t , of course , but just as big for the few people it 
concerns . 

The p rob l em is bas ica l ly tha t the news med ia a r e 
s tuck in a kind of journa l i s t i c V ie tnam over in I ran. 
I t ' s a no-win s i tuat ion. 

Nothing of a n y rea l s u b s t a n c e has t aken p lace 
s ince the day the hos t ages t h e m s e l v e s w e r e taken . 
Ce r t a in ly the f r eez ing of I r a n i a n a s se t s m e a n s 
nothing e i the r to the hos t ages or to the a v e r a g e 
Amer i can . Khomein i ' s l a tes t o u t r a g e o u s s t a t e m e n t s 
a r e s imp ly m o r e of the s a m e . They don ' t fu l f i l l one 
of the p r i m e c r i t e r ion of news — tha t news should 
be new. 

But t he r e ' s no way for the med ia to back out. 
E a r l y in the c r i s i s s o m e of the te levis ion n e t w o r k s 
c o m m i t t e d t h e m s e l v e s to m a k e night ly b r o a d c a s t s 
of I r an i an events . Check these shows out and you 
will, four d a y s out of f ive, find i t e m s tha t newspa-
pe r s ca l l " f i l l e r s t u f f . " Those t iny s to r i e s c r a m m e d 
into the bo t tom of c o l u m n s tha t conce rn t h e m s e l v e s 
with the l ife cyc l e s of the duckbi l led p l a typus a r e 
f i l ler s tu f f . 

Televis ion b r o a d c a s t s abou t wha t happened one 
J u n e day in I r an in 1959 a r e the video equ iva len t . 

Jrl Mike 
Scanlon 

One thing the cons tan t d r u m m i n g of the media 
s e e m s to have produced, though, is fuel for Ameri-
can rage . 

And at this point, r a g e is p e r h a p s the least pro-
duct ive emot ion A m e r i c a n s can feel. 

This c r i s i s now s e e m s c a p a b l e of s t r e t ch ing on for 
months , m a y b e yea r s . P a t i e n c e is to be valued. 

And pa t i ence is hard to cu l t i va t e in the shadow of 
headl ines the size of m a n d a r i n oranges . 

Stress will do you in— if you let it happen 
You're trying to do too many things at once. The hectic 

pace during the holiday season is making you uptight. 
I! you fit the above description, sit down for a minute 

and read this advice from Elaine Glasser, extension home 
economist for Oakland County. Ms. Glasser claims there 
a re many easy ways to relieve your tension. If properly 
managed, she maintains, your business can be fun and 
exciting. You don't have to be a nervous wreck. 

Think of it this way. You have no time to fit a nervous 
breakdown into your frenzied schedule. Besides, the cost 
of a psychiatrist and a battery of tranquilizers can quick-
ly gobble up your Christmas bedget 

The tasks you have to accomplish won't seem so insur-
mountable if you make a list each day of everything you 
have to do, Ms. Glasser advises. Then prioritize each 
item. If you can, save the day before the festivities to 
catch up on last minute tasks, she suggests. 

If you're like I am, your last minute tasks will be shop-
ping for Christmas presents without a list. You'll forget to 
pick up something for the mailman, the paper boy, the 
beauty operator, the manicurist and the babysitter. 

This may entail dashing to the bank before it closes so 
you can get a bundle of new, crisp dollar bills to give to 
tbeee forgotten people on the list you don't keep. One of 
the dumbest things I've done is to give my manicurist a 
j a r of hand cream which she buys by the dozens at dis-
count prices. 

SOME P E O P L E consume a lot of caffeine in coffee or 
tea to keep them going when they have a lot to do, Ms. 
Glasser says. In excess, caffeine can make you feel more 
stressed than you were before, she warns. It can cause 
irritability, stomach upsets, insomnia and headaches. 

You're better off to soothe yourself by drinking some-
thing warm without caffeine such as herbal tea, she sug-
gests. I had something stronger in mind than herbal tea 
such as Irish coffee or warm Scotch. Have you ever 
sipped a hot rum toddy? 

Listening to soothing music and keeping lights low 
when you work will also help your body relax, according 
to Ms. Glasser. That's O.K. if yoy're alone. But if you 
happec to be with a member of the opposite sex, you 
probahy wouldn't get much work done. 

Tenaon is often expressed through insomnia, Ms. 
Glasse: contends. She suggests you try to develop a regu-
lar sle<ping schedule even during irregular holiday activ-
ity. A<bpt some type of ritual like reading or taking a 
bath b-fore bedtime, she recommends. Your body will 
adjust o these cues and you may sleep with less difficul-
ty, she maintain. 

I HAVE ANOTHER idea which can not only relax you 
but saw you time. I know somebody who makes it a ritu-
al to nad paperback novels in the bathtub. When he fin-
ishes a page, he tears it out so he won't lose his place. 

oiher people develop a regular sleeping schedule before 
and affer breakfast, lunch and dinner. If all else fails, you 
can trycounting reindeers. 

Hegilar exercise during the day may also help you 
sleep tetter at night, Ms. Glasser advises. However, 
strenuous exercise immediately before you go to bed invi-
gorates, rather than relaxes your body. 

I for one am not much on athletics. In fact, one of the 
reasons I haven't quit smoking is because coughing is the 
only exercise I get. Once I tried doing pushups. My back 
went out and I was laid up for four months. I took an 
exercise class and the teacher suggested I have every 
part of mv body recalled. 

Ms. Glasser recommends 20 minutes of vigorous ex-
ercise like taking a brisk walk or jog on a cold day. It 
helps you feel relaxed and refreshed, she claims, and it 
helps burn up those extra calories you gorge yourself on 
during the holiday season. 

WALKING AND jogging sound great for somebody 
else. On a cold day, I can barely drag myself in and out of 
the car to and from work. It's tough burning up alories 
while sitting down at a computer serene munching Christ-
mas cookies. One thing I 'm getting tor the holiday is a roll 
— not the kind you eat but the one that forms around 
your waistline. 
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