e

" Twp. Board decides L F

Volume 5 Number 39

BB TN AT Bl
A P

Canton Gbsgerver

Thursday, December 13, 1979

|

76 Pages

Twenty-five cents

Omnicon’s the one,

By DARLENE STINSON

The six-month saga of selecting a
cable TV firm in Canton Township is
over.

The Canton board voted 5-2 Tuesday
night to award a cable franchise to
Omnicom of Michigan — the firm se-
lected for the contract last July.

Supervisor Noel Culbert, who voted
against the contract along with Trustee
Carol Bodenmiller, expressed hope that
the board’s decision will be the last on
the cable company issue.

A BOARD STALEMATE on the
choice of firms has blocked finalization
of a cable contract for the last several
months.

Treasurer Jim Donahue was one of
the board “wgmbers who broke the
stalemate Tuesday night by switching
his vote to Omnicom. 7

As a member of the cable TV study
committee, Donahue recommended

awarding the contract to Maclean-
Hunter. The two other committee
members — Trustees Robert Green-
stein and Steve Larson — recomrmend-
ed Omnicom.

But on 'I‘umday, Donahue made the
motion to award the contract to Omni-
com.

He attributed his change of heart to
interest recently acquired by Capital
Cities Communication in the cable TV
firm. He said his concern with Omni-
com — a new company in the cable
television field — centered on its finan-
cial backing.

Capital Cities now owns 80 percent
of Omnicom’s stock. The corporation
— owner of the Oakland Press and
WJR Radio locally — heported assets
of $444 million in 1978.

“My worry about Omnicom being a
fly-by-night operation was erased by
Capital Cities,” Donahue said.

Parking lot rape

forced by man

in priest’s garb

A teenage girl was beaten and raped
in the parking lot of Meijer Thrifty
Acres last week by a man dressed as a
priest.

Canton police are asking anyone who
saw the man’s car — an older, green
Cadillac convertible — or witnessed
the abduction at approximately 4:30
p.m. Dec. 4 to call the police station at
397-3350.

Accarding to police, the teenager de-
scribed her attacker as tall, thin and in
his 40s. At the time of the abduction, he
was wearing the clothes of a priest.

Police. say they have information
that the man frequented Meijer Thrifty
Acres before the Dec. 4 incident.

According to police, the man ap-
proached the teenager at approximate-
ly 4:30 p.m. last Tuesday in the store’s
parking lot.

He forced her into his car at gun-.
point and drove to another section of

inside
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the parking lot, where he raped her, po-

lice said. The teenager told police that

the man beat her when she resisted.
She said her attacker shoved her out

of the car after the incident and drove

away. :

» According to police, the young wom-
an was taken to a hospital for examina-
tion and later released.

Her abductor, if apprehended, will be
charged with first degree criminal sex-
ual misconduct, a felony which carries
a maximum sentence of life in prison.

Patrol officer Robert Van Lith said
the rape is the first investigated by the
Canton Police Department to take
place in such a public place and during
daylight hours.

Despite the number of holiday
shoppers who were at Meijer at the
time, Van Lith said no one has come
forth with information about the inci-
dent.

HOLIDAY
DEADLINES

To allow for the upcoming
holidays, our deadlines for the
issues of December 24 through
January 3 will be earlier than
usual. Advertising space reser-

will be on the preceding Thurs-
day at noon. Classified ads can
be called in to our ad-takers un-
til 5 p.m. on Friday.

For the Thursday papers, ad-
vertising space reservation will
be at 5 p.m. on the preceding
Friday. This includes real estate,
business directory, classified
display and retail advertising.
Our classified phone lines will -
be open until noon on Monday.

All deadlines for news copy
will be twenty-four hours earlier
than usual.

THE TREASURER’S worries were
shared by a majority of the township
board last fall, despite a July decision
to give the contract to Omnicom. After
three other cable TV firms made pres-
entations, the board voted to award the
franchise to Maclean-Hunter instead.

However, no contract for either Om-
nicom or Maclean-Hunter was ever
finalized. _

Finalization of a cable contract in-
volves three steps — granting the
franchise, publication of a cable TV or-
dinance and approval of the ordinance.
The board did not complete the process
for either firm.

Last month, Trustee Larson brought
information before the board regarding
the displeasure of some New Jersey
communities with their Maclean-Hunt-
er contracts.

That information prejudiced many
board members against the Canadian-
based company.

At Tuesday’s meeting, the board con-
sidered three cable television firms —
Omnicom, Maclean-Hunter and Metro-
Vision.

Culbert and Bodenmiller, dissenters
in the Omnicom vote, said they favored
MetroVision. :

John Raines, president of Omnicom,
expects to start construction of Can-
ton’s cable TV system next summer.
He said 45 to 50 percent of the town-
ship’s population will be given an op-
portunity to hook up to the system by
this time next year.

Omnicom already holds cable TV
franchises in the City of Plymouth,
Plymouth Township and Northville
Township.

A marketing strategy of the firm in-

volves construction of a regional sys-

tem in this area.

“Number one, we're thankful,”
Raines said of the township’s decision
to stick with Omnicom. “Number two,
we're obviously pleased and relieved.
We thought we had a commitment, and
then we thought we lost it.” o/

PETER J. CRISTIANO, city mana-
ger of Southfield, will oversee opera-
tion of the cable system in Canton. He
will join Omnicom as vice president
and general manager of operations in
January.

Cristiano, who announced his resig-
nation in Southfield on Monday, said his
understanding of government experi-
ence will help him deal with municipal
officials to supervise the operation.

The board’s vote to award the
franchise to Omnicom also repeals the
ordinance published for. the company
last July.

A new ordinance which includes con-
cessions made by Omnicom during last
summer’s cable bidding war will be
drafted. \

Trustee Bodenmiller criticized the
board’s encouragement of that bidding
war;, and Culbert expressed hope that
the board wiil stick to the decision

made Tuesday night.

“I feel all the applicants are highly
qualified and can do the job,” Culbert

. said before the vote. “Regardless of
" how I personally vote, I ask the town-

ship board to make a decision and
pledge support to the company that
wins the franchise.” -

David Conklin, chairman of the Michigan Farm
Bureau young farmer committee (left), congratu-
lates Amy and Dennis Wilkin on being named “Dis-

tinguished Young Farm Couple.” Wilkin will repre-

Distinguished young farmers

. AN Rights Reserved.

sent Michigan at the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration’s national contcst in Phoenix, Ariz.in Janu-
ary.

Farm couple earn award

Canton Township resident Dennis Wilkin has brought
home a state award for achievements he has accom-
plished on his 1,100 rented acres in Canton and in Wash-

tenaw County.

Wilkin, 29, 49060 Proctor, was named Distinguished

to Mrs. Wilkin, only two part-timers help with the chores
during planting and harvesting seasons.

Mrs. Wilkin attributed her husband’s selection for the

outstanding farmer award to his activity in the farming
community as well as procedures he has implemented on

their land.

Young Farmer for 1979 at a Michigan Farm Bureau

meeting held in Kalamazoo on Nov. 28.

.
He and his wite, Amy, also 29, have won the additional
title as the state’s Distinguished Young Farm Couple by
the bureau’s young-farmer committee.

A spokesperson for the Michigan Farm Bureau said

Wilkin has made many improvements in farm record
keeping and has implemented no-till planting, under
which the planting process is decreased from approxi-

mately four steps to one.

The Wilkins were selected for the awards from a field

of local farm bureau nominees from every county in the

state.

Wilkin will represent Michigan in Phoenix this January
to compete in the American Farm Bureau Fec_ieratxon’s
contest for the most outstanding young farmer in the na-

tion.

THE STATE AWARD is the second honor Wilkin has

brought home in the past year.

In 1978, he was named Outstanding Young Farmer %n
Wayne County. The title allowed Wilkin to compete in
last year’s state contest, where he placed fourth.

He was recently elected president of the Wayne County

Farm Bureau. Wilkin has also served on the Michigan
Farm Bureau’s natural resources committee. He accom-

ers’ concerns.

panied the group on its annual trip to Washington last
year and met with members of Congress to discuss farm-

MRS. WILKIN said she and her husband would like to

ton, she said.

area,” she said.

“He did well last year, so I guess they thought he could

bring the award home to Wayne County this year,” Mrs.

Wilkin said. “He did.”

* Mrs. Wilkin said her husband primarily raises feed
corn, soybeans and wheat on the 1,100 acres they lease.
About half the land is on three sites in Canton Township.

The other half is in Washtenaw County. _
, Wilkin does most of the farm work himself. According

purchase their own farm someday. But it won’t be in Can-

“We couldn’t afford to buy anything around here. We've
been looking at ‘real farming country’ in the Coldwater

The Wilkins have been members of Canton’s farming

community all their lives.

Wilkin is the son of Beatrice and the late Columbus
Wilkin. Mrs. Wilkin is the daughter of Roy and Tillie
Schultz, who operate a you-pick farm on Lilley Road.

The Wilkins have three children, Lisa, 5, Tanya, 4, and

DJ., 3.

Bar owners object to being customers’ keepers

By TERI BANAS

Michigan bar owners say that being
held responsible for their customers’
actions is enough to send them crying
in their beer.

So they've sent word to Lansing
.where they hope legislation will limit

-legal action taken against them when
bar patrons are involved in accidents.

Under present state law bar owners
can be named in lawsuits that result
when drunken customers cause injuries
to themselves or others such as in car
accidents.

In legislation proposed by Sen. Rob-
ert Geake (R-Northville), some of the
burden would shift away from the bar

owners.
“This legislation is necessary be-

Bar owners say the increase is di-
rectly related to a recent increase in
the number of lawsuits naming bar
owners. 3

According to the director of the
Michigan Licensed Beverage Associa-
tion, Rod Brown, “The cost of liquor li-
-ability insurance has risen to the point
that this agency has started its own
program'to help|combat the cost.”

Brown, who says Geake’s proposal is
a_ ‘“reasonable ‘remedy,” says only
three carriers offer such coverage
in the state because lawsuits
have proliferated. He explains the rea-
son for this is because the public is be-
coming more “suit conscious.” -

They agree it is difficult to deter-
mine who should be responsible when

Now, which bar owner is responsible
for contributing to that accident? All of
them can be named in the lawsuit, the
bar owners say.

“If a person sues a bar today, he be-
gins suing all the bars from where he
started to drink,” says Brown.

While this is what bar owners think,
the Michigan Bar Association says oth-
erwise. ) .

Micheal Franck, the association’s
legislature officer, says bar owners
misunderstand the intent of present
law.

Presently, bar keepers are not al-
lowed to serve an intoxicated person
(or minor). If they do, they should be

intoxicated should be responsible for
damages after a period of time spent
drinking elsewhere. 4

THE BAR owners association has op-
posed other attempts at changing the
law. Specifically, it has held that bar
keepers should be partly responsible
when they've sold alcohol to minors,
later involved in accidents.

About Geake’s latest proposal,
Franck says, “I think it would help bar
owners but I don’t think it would serve

any public purpose.” .

Geake's proposal, if adopted by the
legislature, would do two things:

First, the bill would limit any court
action to the last bar which served the

Secondly, the bill would require that
court actions be brought- within six
months of the event rather than the
present two-year limitation.

“I see this provision as a necessary
protection for the businessman against
phony claims like those which are
sometimes filed two days before the
statute of limitations runs out,” Geake
adds.

Geake puts the blame for the defeat
of previously proposed measures on the
“lawyers serving in the legislature at
that time.” -

“Often lawyers like to have the op-
portunity to sue everyone in sight and I
think it's about time we started pro-

“It could be a constitutional question.
Why should bar owners be treated dif-
ferently than anyone else? Lawyers
can be sued up to two years.”

In Michigan some 500 bar owners
have opted for insurance coverage
from the National Liability and Busi-
ness Assurance Limited Co., which is
the only company in the state that spe-
cializes in this category.

While its local branch is in Grand
Rapids it’s headquartered in the British
West Indies.

A representative of that company,
Ike Dobre, says it was formed because
of “skyrocketing rates” for these busi-

intoxicated person - held responsible for their actions. ) tectin innoce inessman.” ness owners. Dobre says his compan
cause of the excessive liability insur- ;:nt. te'(‘l\ e b e ' ‘ plaintiff. Geake says it’s wrong to list a g the s can offer coverage fofs a small gf;ig)j
ance rates that owners of bars are ‘ This does not mean that an owner string of establishments that servedthe g \ NCR SAYS there are a couple of  bhorhood bar at almost half the price
presently forced to pay,” Geake says.  IN EXPLAINING their viewpoint, ~Who sells a drink to someone who lsnot bar-hépping individual. problems with this proposal. ) of that offered by the largest insurance
His district includes Plymouth. here is their example: carrier in Michigan for liquor liability.
::neamln::anoea‘entcalledm A customer has a drink at bar i “Possibly, the last bar owner could
rate increase for liquor liability insur- Junch. He then moves:on to . ' ' ; ¥ . say ‘I only gave him one drink.”
w a0ce “viclous,” adding that those carri- more bars. before the end-of the day. See related story page 4A.
-mm-wmumm Sometime in the evening, he st 7 ST ROV j ‘ He also disagrees with trimming the
O dwindling. . © | | . car, injuring thé other dviver. ; - i TR G limitation down to six months.
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OBITUARIES

RAYMOND EUGENE KAIMBACH

MICHAEL MARTIN TREES

Services for Mr. Kaimbach, 86, of
Northville, were held recently at Our
Lady of Victory Church, Northville,
with Fr. John O’Callaghan officiating.
Arrangements were made by Schrader
Funeral Home, Plymouth.

Mr. Kaimbach, who died Dec. 7, was
a retired executive and foundryman for
the Ford Motor Co. He also was a char-
ter member of St. Micheal Church in
Rosedale Gardens.

Survivors include: wife, Anna; daugh-
ters, Shirley Melow of Plymouth and
Marilyn Reh of Northville; sons, Her-
bert of Livonia and John of Plymouth;
brother, Robert of Florida; 16 grand-
children, and 18 great-grandchildren.

Services for Mr. Trees, 79, of Morri-
son in Canton Township, were held re-
cently at Schrader Funeral Home,
Plymouth, with burial at Holy
Sepulchre Cemetery. Rev. Francis
Byrne and Rev. Kenneth MacKinnon
officiated.

Mr. Trees, who died Déc. 7, worked
as a tool and die maker. He was a
Plymouth resident since 1973.

Survivors include: daughter, Gloria
Conroy of Canton; grandaughter, Di-
anne Pietras of Westland; sisters,
Katherine Benson, Marie Morgan,
Edna O'Donnell, Ernestine Valentine
and Lillian Haas, all of Illinois.

v

HELEN MAZEI
KENNETH G. LIBBING Services for Mrs. Mazei, 67, of Red-
ford, were held recently at Aldersgate
Methodist Church with burial at
Parkview Memorial Garden. Rev. Wil-
liam Wager officiated. Arrangements
were made by Harry J. Will Funeral
Home, Redford.

Mrs. Mazei, who died Dec. 3, was a
homemaker and a Redford resident
since 1943.

Survivors include: husband, James;
children, Janet Richwine of Plymouth
and James Jr. of Garden City; brothers,
Joseph Kecskemeti of Detroit, Charles
Kecskemeti of Detroit and Paul
Kecskemeti of Dearborn; sisters, Eliza-
beth Maskeny of Dearborn and Mary
Mock of Detroit; seven grandchildren,
and one great-grandchild.

Services for Mr. Libbing, 72, of
Southworth Avenue in Plymouth Town-
ship, were held recently at Schrader
Funeral Home, Plymouth, with burial
at Toledo Memorial Park and Ceme-
tery, Ohio. Rev. Philip Rodgers Magee
and Rev. Henry Walch officiated. Con-
tributions can be made to the First
United Presbyterian Church of Plym-
outh and the American Lung Associa-
tion.

Mr. Libbing, who died Dec. 5, worked
as a management consultant and was a
native of the Toledo area. Survivors in-
clude: wife, Lucille; children, Freder-
ick of Plymouth and Karen Williams of
Plymouth; and three grandchildren.
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Student codes to be revised

A review has begun of the student code of con-
duct for Rlymouth-Canton Community Schools.

An advi committee to the school board held
an organizational meeting on Dec. 6 and plans to
have the changes completed by the end of January.

The school board Monday night formally appoint-
ed 38 members to the committee.

4

THE COMMITTEE has been asked to review the
code of student conduct, advise the board on philos-
ophy of student conduct and compliance with state
school laws, and suggest revisions to the current
code.

Student conduct and discipline now is covered by
Board of Education Administrative Procedure
3206. The 30-page document is part of the school
district policy and procedures manual which covers
all phases of school operations.

The manual was developed by a 15-member rep-
resentative committee and adopted in July 1971.

The 38-member committee now meeting consists
of students, residents, staff, parent-teacher organ-
izations, special education, school administration,
and district administration representatives.

The group has divided itself into three sub-groups
to study elementary, middle and high school codes.

The sub-groups will be meeting for four weeks
and then have general meeting on Jan. 18 to discuss
recommendations. A report then will be made to
the school board on Jan. 28.

The middle school and high school sub-groups
have 14 members each and are meeting in the
evenings. The elementary sub-group has 11 mem-
bers and is meeting immediately after the close of
school.

DR. JOHN M. HOBEN, superintendent of
schools, is chairman of the committee. i

Central administrators appointed are Dr. Mi-
chael J. Homes, assistant superintendent for in-
struction, Dr. John Telford, executive director of
secondary education, and Dr. Barbara Bowman, ex-
ecutive director of elementary education.

School principals appointed were Bill Brown of
Plymouth Salem High, Carl Taylor of East Middle
School, and Tom Workman of Allen Elementary.
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Special education personnel on the committee in-
clude Patrick O'Donnell, supervisor of secondary
special education, Dr. Harold Weiner, supervisor of
elementary special education, and Dr. R. Hunt
Riegel, project director for the model resource
room.

Staff members include: Audrey Etienne, social
studies teacher at Plymouth Canton High; Scott
Beaman, social studies teacher at Salem: Judith
Ray, sixth grade teacher at West Middle; Robert
Waters, counselor at Pioneer Middle; James Mazer,
math/science teacher at Central Middle: Sharon
Belobraidich, first grade teacher at Bird; Evelyn

Marchio, fifth grade teacher at Bird; and Thomas
Owens, third/fourth grade teacher at Field.

PTO representatives are Cathy Rickert, Nancy
Stephenson, and Donna Keough.

The citizen representatives are Tom Santer, Mrs.
Paul Schubert, Betty Sonnega, Dan Ross, Dorothy
McCormick, Marilyn Rickard, Dr. Douglas McClen-
nen, Dorothy Bortell, Mary Jane Mulaski, Joanne
Schlabach, Lynn Ross and Lynn Hoehn.

Student representatives are Tom Page and Paul
Hess from Salem High, Jack Carpenter from Can-
ton High, Scott Eddy of West Middle, Jeff Russell
of East Middle, and Kandra Dilts of Central Middle
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Life-saving corps

for the community

Within four years at least three-fourths of all
high school students in Plymouth-Canton Communi-
ty Schools will be trained to save the life of a heart
attack victim.

The community’s future life-saving force of
about 5,000 young people will result from Cardio
Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) training now given
all ninth graders at the Centennial Educational
Park. =

The CPR training is given in all ninth grade
health education classes — a required course for
freshmen. Right now about 80 to 90 percent of the
students taking the training are qualifying for CPR
certification by the American Red Cross.

The certification is good for one year but both
high schools also are offering renewal courses
which will allow sophomores, juniors and seniors to
qualify for recertification in future years.

The CPR training started this fall and was made
possible by the donation of films and equipment,
valued at more than $3,000, by the Rotary Club of
Plymouth.

School officials also plan to use the equipment to
offer CPR training to adults through the district’s
Community Education Department.

The aim of Rotarians in donating the equlpment
was to help train all residents in the life-saving
technique.

CPR TRAINING involves instruction in the use
of chest compression combined with mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation to keep a heart attack victim
alive until he/she can be transported to a hospital
for treatment.

The equipment includes Resuscitation Annie,
Resuscitation Baby and Anatomic Andy plus two
Red Cross films — “The New Pulse of Life” and
“The New Breath of Life.”

Resuscitation Annie is a dummy upon which stu-
dents can practice chest compression and mouth-
to-mouth techniques.

Resuscitation Baby is very similar except it is
the size of a human baby.

‘“We use this because it can come in very handy
for students who work as baby sittersor for those
with brothers or sisters who are infants,” explained
John Gravlin Jr., health education instructor at
Plymouth Canton High.

Anatomic Andy is a transparent dummy which
shows the internal organs and how they work.

“This is really useful because the students can
actually see the lungs inflate and deflate as they
push on the chest. You can also see the fluid in the
heart and blood in the veins and the student can
actually watch the blood circulate to the brain,”
Gravlin said.

ALL NINTH GRADERS will receive a letter
grade in health education for the CPR training, ex-
plained Gravlin.

To be certified, though, a student must receive a

letter grade of “A” or “B.”

Besides CPR training, health education students
also are trained in first aid steps to help choking
victims.

Besides the CPR training to save a heart attack
victim, students also receive instruction in preven-
tative measures to avoid heart problems for them-
selves or others. .

“We include in the instruction information about
proper diet and exercise that will go a long way
towards preventing heart trouble later in life,” said
Gravlin. ~

Gravlin added that the CPR training itself is

very unusual as part of a high school curriculum.

“I'm not aware of any other high school in Michi-
gan that requires all ninth graders to take CPR
training,” he said. “The tie-in with the adult com-
munity also adds a unique aspect to the entire CPR
program. Hopefully, and I know the -Rotarians
share this hope, the safety of the community will be
improved significantly when there are a large num-
ber of persons trained in CPR techniques.”

The money to purchase the equipment and films
was donated through the Plymouth Rotary Founda-
< tiona non-profit fund-raising army of the club with
O tax-exempt status.

/

A good portion of the Rotary Foundation’s in-
come spent on community projects is raised from
the chicken barbeque held during the Plymouth
Fall Festival.

Purchasing the CPR equipment to launch the
training campaign was Project of the Year, insti-
tuted the year Carl Lampton was president of Rota-
ry.
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Staff photos
by
Gary Caskey
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John Gravlin hold the attention of Iﬁs

health edueation students.

SRS T

The hands of Pete Phillips apply pressure to
Resuscitation Annie, and Garret ‘Bien listens for
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mouth techniques.

the exhaling of air while practicing mouth-to-

hudsons
favorite

things

.Impeccable
German engineering

The Eltron® by Braun AG has a foll so thin, it shaves skin-close.

- Oblong-shaped holes with six cutting angles catch, corner and cut his

. beard right at the face. The narrow head shaves very closely even in
hard-to-get-at places. The slim, compact Eltron fits comfortably and
securely in his hand..The platinum coated foil slides comfortably across
his face. The results are eye-catching. Eltrons are dual voltage shavers,
he'll use it in Michigan. Munich or Manilla. Shaver shown has hard protec-
tive case and mirror; $55. Also available with travel case, mirror stand
and wall holder all-in-one, $70; and the totally cordless, rechargeable
on any voltage Eltrorishover with wall bracket, $85. In Hudson's Personal
Core at Northland, Eqsﬂond Oakland and Fairlane only.
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