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Canton, Westland will finance water main

Canton and Westland officials have
outlined a proposal to sell up to $4 mil-
lion worth of bonds in order to cure
both communities’ water pressure
woes. s

Supervisor Noel Culbert said he and
Westland Mayor Tom Taylor have
reached a tentative agreement to form
a joint water authority. The authority
would sell bonds to finance construc-
tion of a water main in Livonia.

Engineers say the main would in-
crease water pressure in Westland and
Canton. The low water pressure prob-
lem prompted the Michigan Public
Health Department last fall to impose
a moratorium on additional water line
extensions in both communities.

Canton attorneys are expected to
meet with Taylor in Westland today
(Thursday) to' discuss the contract lan-
guage which would establish the au-
thority.  Culbert expects to present
the authority proposal to the township
board later this month after details of
the plan are ironed out.

A major kink in the plan involves the
method under which Detroit — owner

of the proposed main — would pay

back the communities for their ex-
pense. ’

ACCORDING TO CULBERT, the
bonding consultant firm of Miller, Can-
field, Paddock & Stone recommended

that Canton and Westland sell the
bonds, instead of Detroit.

According to Culbert, the western
Wayne County communities enjoy high-
er credit ratings than Detroit. The su-
pervisor also believes that construction
of the main will begin sooner if West-
land and Canton arrange for the financ-
ing.

The timetable is an important con-
sideration for Canton and Westland of-
ficials.

Both Taylor and Culbert have said
that the state moratorium on water
line extensions has hampered needed
industrial development in their com-
munities. Only those projects which
were enrolled in the site plan process
at the time the moratorium was im-
posed will be allowed to tap into the
water system.

Both officials hope that construction
of the main can begin this spring. Cul-
bert expressed hope that the water line
will be complete by late fall 1980.

The supervisor maintains that a law-
suit filed against Detroit by numerous
suburban communities over sewer rate
structures has held up construction of
the main.

“Detroit agreed to build this main a
long time ago. It should have been built
in 1974 or 1975,” Culbert said. “They
claim that the litigation clouds their
ability to sell bonds.”

LAST SEPTEMBER, the Canton
Township board voted to share the cost
of building the Stark Road main with
Westland. At the time, the cost of the
main was projected at $2 million.

But Culbert now says that the pro-
posed Canton-Westland authority will
be empowered to sell up to $4 million
worth of bonds.

Culbert said Detroit officials told the
township last summer that the main

Lowest since

would cost $2 million. However the city
recently completed preliminary] cost
estimates and revised its pstimate to $4
million.

Still undecided is the mannpr in
which Detroit will pay back Wegtland
and Canton for the expense off con-
structing the main.

Taylor has suggested that Detrpit is-
sue credits to the communities fdr wa-
ter service.

1970

Culbert says Canton and Westland
officials must also agree to the per-
centage which each community will
pay for construction of the main.

Culbert maintains that Canton
with an estimated population of 45,000
— should pay less than Westland. He
pegged Westland’s population at
90,000.

The supervisor said Canton may
choose to use a portion of its $4 million

New home building slows

In November, home construction ac-
tivity hit its lowest mark in Canton
Township since August, 1970.

Supervisor Noel Culbert reports that
only four building permits for single-
family homes were issued last month.
That is the lowest monthly figure since
August, 1970, when two permits for
new home construction were issued.

The slump follows a decade of boom-
ing construction activity in the town-
ship.

Although November is typically a

New planning assistant
is also elected official

Dave Nicholson — who was hired as
Canton’s assistant planner Tuesday
night — knows what it’s like to sit on
both sides of municipal commission ta-
bles.

At Tuesday’'s township board meet-

ing, Nicholson sat in the audience while |

Canton officials discussed the merits of
a permanent assistant planner’s post.
But on Monday night, he sat with
elected officials in Ypsilanti to make
decisions for that community.
Nicholson, who has held Canton’s as-
sistant planner job on a temporary ba-
sis since last July, is serving his second

term as Ypsilanti City Councilman. He
was first elected to that post in April
1977.

He now comes on board as perma-
nent assistant to Canton Planner Jim
Kosteva. Nicholson is finishing gradu-
ate work in urban planning at the Uni-
wversity of Michigan.

Nicholson, 28, calls his dual role as a
municipal employee and city legislator
“a very unique situation.”
“It gives me better insight into why
the townshxp board arrives at their de-
cisions,” said Nicholson. “In Ypsilanti,

Cops aid woman
trapped in house

A 26-year-old Canton woman was a and battery charge within the next 20
prisoner in her own house for 16 hours | days.

last week after her estranged husband
took the keys to all the home’s deadbolt
locks and removed the telephones.

Canton police forced open the door of
the house at 8 am. Friday after a
neighbor complained of someone
shattering windows in the house.

According to police, the woman had
been locked in her home since 4 p.m.
the previous day.

Lt. Larry Stewart said police at-
tempted to obtain a warrant agalnst
the man on Friday.

But, according to Stewart, police
were told by the Wayne County Pro-
secutor’s Office that no law prohibits
locking a person in his or her own
home.

Police obtained an assault and bat-
tery warrant against the 30-year-old
man, however, on an earlier charge of
beating his wife. The man was released
on $50 bond.

He will be arraigned on the assault

msude

Suburban Life
Tipping the Scales
Witch Watch

JINGLE BELLS, JINGLE BELLS

. & Eccentric want ad.

' Police would not release the names
of either the husband or wife. Accord-
ipg to police, they were recently sepa-
rated and had filed for divorce.

Stewart theorized that the woman
did not attempt to break the windows
of her home until Friday morning be-
cause she thought her husband would
return and release her.

The woman told police that she and
her estranged husband had argued
Thursday afternoon, before she decided
to take a shower.,

According to police, the woman dis-
covered her husband had left after
completing her shower. She said her
husband had taken her purse, keys and
all the telephones in the house.

Police said the woman was alone
during the incident.

' Jingle all the way through
your holiday shopping with
cash from selling your un-
- wanted items in an Observer

A little ad can do a lot for
your holiday budget.
While you're at it, don't miss

the holiday gift possiblilities
in our classified pages.

DIAL DIRECT
591-0900
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I can better understana day-to-day op-
erations.”

Nicholson, who has attended numer-
ous township board meetings since
July, has brought some Canton ideas.
home to Ypsilanti.

He recently convinced city council
members to end their meetings at 11
p-m., for example. The policy was im-
plemented by the Canton board last
year to put an end to early-morning
sessions.

Nicholson’s job with Canton Town-
ship is his first as a professional
planner. He is responsible for site plan
review, rezoning analyses and other
planmng matters.

His salary, fringe benefits and length
of employment are currently up in the
air. The township board agreed to hire
him on a contractual basis, and those
items will have to be negotiated.

Nicholson holds a bachelor’s degree
in sociology from Eastern Michigan
University. He has almost completed
work on a master’s degree in urban
planning from UM.

Flames
displace

familyof 7

A family of seven was searching for
a place to sleep Monday night after
' flames and smoke caused an estimated
$25,000 in damages to their Windsor
Park home.

No one was injured in the blaze that
erupted in the home of Bill and Cathe-
rine Fulkerson at 7209 Irongate Mon-
day morning.

But Fire Chief Mel Paulun estimated
damages to the house at $25,000 and
said the kitchen was destroyed by
flames. He said the remainder of the
multi-level house suffered extensive
fire and smoke damage.

According to Paulun, firefighters
were able to rescue the family's pets
from the burning house. The Fulkerson
couple and their five children were not
at home when the fire broke out at 9:30
a.m. Monday.

Paulun tentatively attributed the
cause of the fire to a kitchep burner
which may have been left on.

The Fulkersons were visibly upset
and unwilling to talk about the fire
Monday afternoon while they were
temporarily staying with neighbors.

“At least the kids are safe. That’s all
I care about' right now,” said Mrs.
Fulkerson. “But there’s nothing left to
the house. It’s gone.”

slow month for construction, Culbert
attributes last month’s building figures

to a depressed economy and high inter-
est rates.
In November, 1978, for example¢, the

building department issued 93 pefmits
for new-home construction. That fom-
pares to the 184 permits issued ig No-
vember, 1977; the 51 issued in Noyem-
ber, 1976; and the 62 issued in Noyem-
ber, 1975.

Culbert predicts the slowdown;
continue at least until next spring.

“I'm pleased in a way,” the supervi-
sor said of the slump. “It will give us a
breathing spell.”

will

The township’s mushrooming popula-
tion and construction boom has been a
major political issue for the past sever-
al years.

Officials have talked of the need to
slow down growth because of inade-
quate roads and the burden which an
escalating population has placed on
schools.

Building department employees
have felt the impact of the slump, how-
ever.

Two building inspectors were laid off
in October because of a decline in home

surplus water fund t¢ finance a part of
its share in the project

“Those are just the details we'll have
to work out,” he said.

According to Taylor, the bond sale
will not require a vote of the people
under the Headlee Amendment. The
bonds proposed to be sold are revenue
bonds, which use water bill receipts as
collateral.

to crawl

* construction activity. Culbert said a

third building department employee
was due for layoff this week.

The building department, which is
self-supporting, derives its revenues
from permits and inspection fees.

Culbert expects revenues from com-
mercial construction, building addi-
tions and other construction activity
will be sufficient to support the re-
mainder of the department this winter

He said construction in those areas
has not shown the same decline as the
home building industry.

Annette, 5, and her father
Clarence Griggs of Canton
wait in line for their choice of
either a spaghetti or chicken
dinner at the Rotary’s bene-
fit.

Roman Forum waitress

| pairons of the benefit dinner.
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Benefit for books

Bill Sherman (left), assistant treasurer for the Canton Rotary
Club and Roy Schultz, treasurer, man the entrance to the Roman
Forum restaurant in order to sell tickets to a benefit dinner held
Monday for the soon-to-be-completed Canton Library. (Staff photos

by Gary Caskey)
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PHYLLIS JEAN PETKO

Services for Mrs. Petko, 61, of Can-|

ton Township, were held recently at St.
John Newmann Catholic Church with
burial at Knollwood Memorial Park,
Canton. Rev. Edward Baldwin officiat-
ed. Arrangments were made by Lam-
bert Funeral Home, Plymouth.

Mrs. Petko, a member of the com-
munity since 1977, died Dec. 1. Survi-
vors include husband, Peter; mother,
Alice Frank; and son, Thomas.

ALTHA LUCILLE RENFRO

Services for Mrs. Renfro, 64, of
Northville, were held recently at
Casterline Funeral Home in Northville
with burial at Oakland Hills Memorial
Gardens, Novi. Officiating was Rev. J.
Kenneth Hoffmaster.

Mrs. Renfro, who died Nov. 29, was
an employee of the Awrey Bakery Co.
in Livonia for 40 years before retiring.
She was a member of Tyrain 469, Or-
der of the Eastern Star.

Survivors include sisters, Wilma
Roose of Florida and Lois Campbell of
Livonia; and brothers, Clark Alexander
of Evart, Elton Alexander of Flat
Rock, Hugh Alexander of Evart and
William Alexander of Mt. Pleasant.

PAULINE SNEDDON

Services for Mrs. Sneddon, 50, of
Plymouth, were held
Schrader Funeral Home with Rev.
Henry Walch officiating.

Mrs. Sneddon, who died Dec. 3, was a
file clerk for the AAA Insurance Co. in

recently at

Plymouth. She lived in the community
since 1959. Survivors include husband,
Charles; sons, Robert and Edward; and
sisters, Geraldine McMinn and Jacque-
line Dickerson.

ERNEST J. ALLISON

Services for Mr, Allison, 94, of Mor-
rison Street, Plymouth, were held re-
cently in Schrader Funeral Home with
a memorial service also held in the
First United Methodist Church of
Plymouth. Memorial contributions
may be made to the Frank R. Allisop
Memorial Cancer Fund, ¢/o St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital, Box 995, Ann Arbor
48106, or to the charity of your choice.

Mr. Allison, who died Nov. 28 in
Plymouth, had moved to Plymouth in
August 1922 and was a Chevrolet deal-
er here for almost 45 years. He was a
graduate of Chatham Business College
and had worked 11 years with Ford
Motor Co., four years as paymaster at
the Rouge Plant, before taking over the
Chevrolet dealership in Plymouth.

Mr. Allison was a life member of
Highland Park Lodge 468, Monroe
Chapter 1, Highland Park Comman-
dery 53, Moslem Shrine, and a charter
member and life member of the Plym-
outh Kiwanis Club. He had served on
the original board of the Mayflower
Hotel.

Survivors include: daughter, Ruth
Staudt of Tulsa, Okla., six grandchil-
dren and 12 great-grandchildren.
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Dealers’ car sales picture varies

By W.W. EDGAR

In these days of spiraling inflation,
the automobile business in the Plym-
outh community doesn’t seem to be suf-
fering much.

In some cases new car sales have
dropped drastically. In others the deal-
ers are either holding their own or
showing an increase over the same pe-
riod last year.

But if you take the word of Don Mas-
sey, the Cadillac dealer on Ann Arbor
Road, “business is much better than it
has a right to be.”

After making this strange-sounding
remark, Massey said that the market is
puzzling because the public is going for
the higher-priced cars. He reports that
he can’t keep any in stock.

“Let me put anything priced at
$18,000 or above in the show room, and
it will not be there long.

“I even feel a bit guilty driving this
high-priced model ($25,000) when I

Student record priva¢y

Without prior consent, only parents
and authorized individuals with legiti-
mate educational -interests will have
access to a child’s educational records
at Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools.

Parents may make an appointment
to inspect and review their child’s re-
cords at his/her school.

If, upon review, they believe infor-
mation in the records is inaccurate,

Expires 12-12
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COMPANIEDBY THEIRPARENTS ARE INVITED 1O
OF HOLLY S
ORDER THEIR CHOICE OF LUNCH OR DINNER
FROMHAROLD HOLLY JR
INCTLUDING THEIR FAVORITE BEVE RAGE!

hy golly!

“THE <FAMILY” <PUB

1020 W. ANN ARBOR ROAD

8Y GOLLY' AND

5 PAGE IN OUR Mt NU

PLYMOUTH

MARIA'S
ITALIAN BAKERY

We have the

best "sugar plums"’

in fown.

Treat your holiday guests to
ltalian cookies, cannolies,

cream puffs, brownies, donuts

and any number of delicious
sweefts.

For those oliday get-togeth-

ers -

unbaked pizza, feta

n cheese, ltalian lunchmeat,
/ / Homemade Halian sausage,

beer and

ine - domestic and

imported, 3-foot and 6-foot
subs and Party Trays.

CORNER HAGGERTY & CHERRY HILL

Woodring House of Photography

if you have your family portrait

memories than when the family 15 together again

can’t get any to sell.

“In the lower pticed cars I am déwn
about 15 per cent, or about 300 chrs.
But that’s not bad with the economy as
it is. I still have about 70 of the jate
1979 models but I expect they wilj be
gone in a month.”

AT COLONY Chrysler-Plymouth{the
sales manager said that business is pet-
ter than it was at this time last yea

“Of course,” he said, “you must don-
sider that we do a lot of fleet busiress
and we have our own leasing firm that
helps.

“We have received only three 1980
models of the New Yorker thus far.
And we could sell those as fast asjwe
get them.”

Even during this period of moving
his agency from Ann Arbor Road toghe
new location on Sheldon Road, Bob
Jeannotte finds that he is a few dars
above the same period last year.

“We did have a bad month or so, put

misleading or inappropriate, the phar-
ents can challenge that information.

If there is agreement, steps willjbe
taken to amend or correct the inforrpa-
tion in the record.

THAT ASSURANCE was given this
week by Florence Beier, administfa-
tive assistant for community relatidns,
while reviewing the district’s policyjon
the privacy of student records.

-

What Makes

So Different?

We help memories
last for years...

taken during the holidays

What better time to record those

Studio sittings from *17.50
Call Today To Make
Your Holiday Reservation
334 S. Harvey
Plymouth
453-0340
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that’s over now and in the new place
we expect to do better than last year.”

THERE ALSO was a cheerful note at
American Motors in that sales have
been on the rise for the past three
months,

“Ever since the new models were an-
nounced there has been an upswing in
sales. And with the new Eagle, the
four-wheel drive, things look brighter
than ever,” Clarence DuCharme com-
mented.

Speaking of the Eagle, which he says
has had fine public acceptance, he ex-
plained that the company had set a
goal of 40,000 Eagle models. That has
been boosted to 60,000 and now they
are talking of 70,000 — all the compa-

ny can make in its Kenosha, Wisc.
plant.

‘ BUT FORD and Chevrolet report a
signifigant drop in sales locally.
“We have been hit pretty hard,” Leo

Calhoun, the Ford dealer, stated. “We
are down about 15 per cent from this
point last year, and the way things are
going with the economy, business may
get much worse.”

The story was much the same with
Lou LaRiche, the Chevrolet dealer.

“We're down about 300 cars from the
same time last year,” he said. “That
would be about 15 percent and things
don’t look too good for the start of the
new year.”

But, even with the mixed conditions,
none of the dealers are pessimistic. On
the contrary, they expect an upturn in
the .auto business not later than the
summer months. And they point out the
fact that it is an election year when
business usually takes a turn upward

In the meantime, Don Massey’s com-
ment, “business is better than it has a
right to be,” seems to sum up the story
of the auto business in the Plymouth
community.

rights are explained

If agreement on correcting a record
isn’t reached, a hearing will be sched-
uled providing parents with the oppor-
tunity to present their views and rea-
sons for the challenge, Ms. Beier said.

Parents may bring to the hearing, at
their expense, any individual who may
be of assistance, including legal coun-
sel.

Following the hearing, should there
be a failure to reach an agreement,

P .:\ wl'g;zw
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Gas
20" width

Includes Free gas can,
oil & set up.

master charge
epaiviag.

VISA'

Pay More!

SPEIDEL

831 ¥ Al

parents have the right to appeal the de-
cision to the superintendent.

~ Parents also have the right to enter
into the record a statement of the issue
as they see it.

These access and challenge rights
are transferred to the child upon his
her 18th birthday or when the student
1s admitted to a college or university.

) Make someone happy now (and all
winter long) with a Toro® single-stage
snowthrower. Choose from 4 compact,
versatile models —all with patented
Power-Peller® snowthrowing system.
Clear drives, walks, steps, porches.
S-200E Handle the wet, heavy stuff too.

Free Gift Wrapping

*10 Off ..

purchase of any snowthrower in '

White's Sales & Service

7777 Sheldon between Joy & Warren

. Canton 453-5287
\\ SERVICE is our most important business

Tues-Fri. 12.8 Sat. 10-6
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Why Pay More!

IDENTIF!CATION

meiwer | BRACELETS

thrifty acres

PERSONALIZED
ENGRAVING!

Take your pick from our wide selection
of Speidel Idents. Free personalized
engraving during these hours with the
purchase of a Ident Bracelet. Buy
several for gift...or to wear yourself!

6° . 14%°

Free Engraving Offer Good Only:

Thursday, Dec. 6, ip.m.to9p.m.
Friday, Dec. 7. 1p.m.to 9p.m,
Saturday, Dec.8, 1p.m.to 9p.m.

in the Jewaelry Dept.

e 45001 Ford Road

at Canton Center Road
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The Canton Singers léd the Christmas caroling at Monday’s tree-lighting ceremony

in front of township hall.

Santa, caroling spice
tree lighting ceremony

The event everyone was waiting for came shortly
after.

None other than Santa Claus drove up to township
hall in a horse and carriage supplied by residents
Glen Hornback and Lonnie Cisco. |

Mr. Claus gladly opened his lap 'to the gangs of
kids who had eagerly awaited his appearance.

The children crowded around old St. Nick for a
chance to recite their Christmas wish-list. Candy
canes were awarded to all the good boys and girls to
top off the event.

fl
i

|
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|

the tree-lighting event with hls family — Laura, 12 {at left),

1
|

\

’ Scores of residents, officials dnd sparkly-eyed
kids put on their warmest| clothes and lifted their
voice in song Monday night at Canton Township’s
first annual Christmas tree-lighting ceremony.

Supervisor Noel Culbert plugged in the cord that
illuminated the tree in brightly-colored lights do-
nated by planning commissFoner Bart Berg.

The Canton Singers, under the direction of Gor-
don Limburg, led observers|in a rendition of “Jingle
Bells” and other favorite tunes.

Thursday, December 6, 1979

A hug with Sanfa was the event 3-year-old Robert Caron was waiting for.

Staﬂ‘pholos by Gary Caskey ,

1/3

Woodward

ward Shops for Men.  Nino Cerruti e L

bon of

to 1/2 off

bhops clearance for men

Save on sults, sportcoats, sweaters,| shirts, Paris « Don Robbie ¢ Calvin Klein ¢ Damon
slacks, outerwear and corduroy Jeans. Brands ¢ Ron Chereskin * Adoifo  Geoffrey Beene
and selection may vary by store. In the Wood- e Yves St. Laurent ¢ Pierre Cardin ¢ Henry

Grethel « Tallia ¢ LeBole







