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Managers’ association
frowned upon by board

They don’t like the word “quasi-un-
ion.”

But township employees who are not
represented by labor organizations say
they want a voice in the determination
of their salaries and fringe benefits.

The department heads and police
command officers say they could have
joined a union to negotiate those mat-
ters with the township.

But, as finance director Mike Gor-
man put it, “A union was only discussed
from the standpoint that we don’t want
it.”

So the employees — who consider
themselves part of management —
asked the township board recently to
recognize an association of 11 depart-
ment heads and an organization of five
police commanders.

Representatives of the two associa-
tions would meet with elected officials
to negotiate an agreement on salaries,
fringe benefits and work policies to at
least equal those of their workers. No
outside labor organization would be in-
volved.

THE TOWNSHIP BOARD did not
recognize the two associations at a
meeting held earlier this month.

Board members applauded the deci-
sion of their employees to forego join-
ing a union, but objected to the formal
sound of the word “association.”

The board’s indication that a written
policy would be formulated has appar-
ently satisfied the wants of the two em-
ployee groups, however.

Gorman, a township negotiator on all
union contracts, and police Lt. Larry
Stewart said they do not care whether
the word association is used or not.

They have already met with person-
nel director Dan Durack to discuss the
needs and desires of the two non-union
groups. Durack would be a member of
the proposed department-head associa-
tion if it is ever formed.

The township board has directed Du-
rack to submit his recommendation for
the written policies to the merit com-
mission. That commission will submit
its recommendation to the township
board by Feb. 1.

Board ‘members indicated that the
employees would be welcome to form
associations after that date if the sug-
gested written policies!are unaccept-
able.

Gorman and Stewart said that a ma-
jor goal of the two employee groups is
a written assurance that the supervi-
sors will receive at least the same sala-
ries and fringe benefits as their subor-
dinates.

The supervisors are now the only
non-elected township employees who
are not union members.

Party store robbery
yields two arrests

A Westland man and a former em-
ployee of the Star Shop Party Store at
Ford and Lilley have been arrested for
allegedly robbing the store of $2,500
last September.

Charged with armed robbery and the
use of a firearm in the commission of a
felony are Raymond Joseph Battles, 41,
of Westland, and Gloria Perusse, 21, of
Westland.

Ms. Perusse worked at the store ap-
proximately six weeks before the rob-
bery took place, according to store
manager Rick Benoit. She quit a few
weeks after the incident.

According to Canton police, Battles
entered the store on the evening of
Sept. 26 with a gun and ordered em-

ployee Marvin Wethington to lie on the
floor. Ms. Perusse was working in the
store with Wethington at the time.

The armed robbery charge carries a
maximum penalty of life inprisonment.
The use of a firearm in the commission
of a felony carries a mandatory two- to
five-year jail sentence.

Arraignment on the charges has not
been scheduled in 35th District Court.

According to police, Battles and Ms.
Perusse are now in custody in Dear-
born Heights on armed robbery
charges in that city. Charges are also
pending against the pair in Westland.

Benoit said he did not suspect Ms.
Perusse of involvernent in the armed
robbery during her employment at the
party store.

At attorney’s advice

IN SOME CASES, department mana-
gers are receiving less fringe benefits
than their workers.

In the police department, for exam-
ple, unionized patrol officers receive 12
vacation days a year under their first
union contract with the township. Stew-
art sajd police commanders receive
only five.

Unionized members of the depart-
ment receive an annual clothing allow-
ance of $400, but the commanders get
only $300, Stewart said.

All police employees receive 12 paid
holidays a year. But the commanders

are paid a lump sum of $650 in holiday
pay — less than what the patrol offi-
cers get on per-diem basis.

Gorman said township department
heads want written assurance that
their salaries will remain above the
pay of their employees, whose con-
tracts mandate annual salary hikes.

According to Gorman, unionized
building inspectors would receive high-
er pay than their supervisors if a tenta-
tive contract agreement is ratified by
the township board.

Gorman said department head sala-
ries are normally reviewed by the
township board in January. But two
years ago, department heads did not
receive salary increases until August.

STEWART AND GORMAN admit
that the associations proposed by their
co-workers would operate like a quasi-
union. But they objected to use of the
word.

“It’'s la matter of semantics,” Gor-
man admitted. “But ‘union’ sometimes
has the connotation of being adversary.

“Because we are department heads,
we feel we are part of the management
‘e don’t want to be fighting the

The Department Heads Association
would have included the police chief,
the fire ichief, the DPW superintendent
and foreman, the recreation superin-
tendent, the recreation director, the
building official, the deputy building of-
ficial, the plan reviewer, the personnel
director jand the finance director.

Planner Jim Kosteva and grant coor-
dinator Terry Carroll would have been
excluded from the organizations. Both
department heads are working for the
township on a contractual basis.
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Grandma’s homemade_pu}npkin pie

Watching gnhdma bake homemade pumpkin pie at Thanksgiving time is a favorite memory for many.

For the Trittens of Plymouth Township, the memory is very recent as the children and their mother
recently watched grandma put some homemade pies into the oven in the Plymouth Grange. Shown above
are Grandma Louise Tritten pouring, Pam Tritten looking over grandma’s shoulder, and her children —

Shopping center approved

. Site plans for a shopping center at
Sheldon and Palmer were approved by
the township board last week, despite
the unavailability of water and sewer
services at this time.

The action rescinds a Nov. 6 vote of
the township ‘board to deny site plans
for the 37,000-square-foot shopping
center because of water and sewer
problems.

The project is not included on a
Michigan Health Department list of de-
velopments which will be allowed tap-
ins to the water system. The state im-
posed a temporary moratorium on tap-
ins in Canton and Westland because of
severe water pressure problems that
both communities are experiencing.

Township engineers also say that an
existing sewer system in the Sheldon-
Palmer area lacks the capacity to

serve the proposed shopping center.
Developer Robert Acchione has refused
to build an extension to the system.

| But an opinion from township attor-
ney Bert Burgoyne prompted board
members to change their minds about
the project last week.

Burgoyne told the board that town-
ships lack the authority to deny site
plans’ for projects which meet zoning
requirements only because of utility
problems. .

Although the site plan was approved
last week, township officials believe
that utility problems will block con-
struction of the project for at least the
next year.

Wayne County and the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources must
give its approval of projects before the
Canton building department will issue
construction permits.

Site p»an approvals expire after a
one-year period.

T Robert Greenstein, an attor-
ney, maintained at the township
board’s Nov. 6 meeting that site plan
denial of the project for utility reasons
would gi\Le Acchione a sound legal rea-
son for suing the township.

.Supervisor Noel Culbert, who is also
an atto ey, was the only board mem-
ber who voted against approving the
project last week. Greenstein blasted
Culbert for his vote.

“You’ré copping out when the rest of
us are stuck,” the trustee said. “None
of us like this, and none of us want to
take the fir*e for this. But we have to.”

Residents who live near the shopping
center site have objected to the project.
Major roads in the vicinity are un-
paved.

/

events throughout the year.

The Kitchen Band can S

Canton Township parks and recreation depart-
ment’s very own senior citizen Kitchen Band will
be featured Nov. 28 at 7 p.m. on the PM

TV show. The program is on channel 2. The band’s
members play a Variety of weird and unisual in-
struments. Delores Edwards, the township’s senior -
citizen supervisor, coordinates the band’s efforts.
Should you miss the television airing, the Kitchen
Band can often be seen in action at community

Short Takes

Helper once St.
the Canton Chamber of
chant’s annual effort to bring Santa Claus to the
township. Claus usually arrives sometime at the
end of this month via helicopter and then takes up
’ residencé until right before Christmas.
| By the way, will also be happy to read

letters seut_vh the mailboxes.

Kristie, 6, getting in a taste, and Danny, 8, holding the finished product. For recipes of other Thanksgiving{'
favorites, see the Shopping Cart on Page 1C of today’s paper. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

|

[
Volunteers

sought
to help

with census

Volunteers to see that Canton’s population is fully counted during the
1980 census are being sought.

Canton Supervisor Noel Culbert says he is in the process of forming a
complete count committee and would like persons interested in serving
on it to contact him within the next two weeks.

The purpose of the committee will be to back up the process of count-
ing the population in the census conducted by the federal government
every 10 years. :

This year, Culbert says, the federal census bureau plans to send cards
out and then follow up in person on those who do not return the cards.

“It’s not very exciting, but it may be the most important thing we do
during the next 10 years,” Culbert says. Many federal and state pro-
grams are based on a community’s population.

Culbert estimates Canton’s population as reaching 50,000 by April,
when the government census is scheduled to begin.

The census procaj is expected to take several months.

The €Claus that refreshes

’

Brightly colored mailboxes, said to be a direct line
to old Santa Claus himself, have been placed in
Canton’s Krogers gnd Kmart stores, Children who
put their names, addresss and phone numbers on a
blank card in the mailboxes may be one of the three
lucky youngsters who will be chosen to be a Santa’s
Nick gets to town. It's all part of

Commerce and local mer-

community park.

ment.

Park planning

A special meeting of the Canton Township Board of ~
Trustees has been scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday in
order to discuss development of the John W. Flodin

Included on the agenda are items such as consid-
eration of a master plan for the park, hiring of an
architect and allocation of funds for park develop-

About $500,000 is being considered for use in de-
velopment of the park. The money is available
from the federal revenue sharing program.
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But subway remains key

Buses won’t be forgotten when rapid rail comes along

By TOM LONERGAN

Buses will be the backbone of a De-
troit metropolitan area transportation
system, despite all the talk of rail rapid
transit.

That was the message from

Southeastern Michigan Transportation
Authority (SEMTA) officials in the first
of a series of public meetings on the
1990 regional transportation plan. The
meeting was Tuesday in Livonia’s new
city hall.
. . About 60 persons attended the infor-
;matnonal warm-up to a series of re-
-quired public hearings on the transpor-
talion plan. The first hearing will be
béld in Livonia city hall at 7:30 p.m.
-Nov. 26.

. .THE POLITICAL dispute between
Detroit and suburban officials over
whether to build an underground rail
transit line in the Woodward corridor
has received the lion's share of publici-

Mary Childs
elected mayor

Mary Childs has been re-elected
mayor by the Plymouth City Commis-
sion.

Mayor Childs was elected by a unani-
mous vote of the new city commission
at its organizational meeting last Tues-
day. _

Commissioner Eldon “Bud” Martin
was elected mayor pro tem, also by a
unanimous vote.

The organizational meeting began
with certificates of appreciation being
presented to outgoing commissioners
Beverly McAninch and James Houk.

Deputy Clerk John Behman then ad-
ministered the oath of office to recent-
ly re-elected incumbents Martin and
Jack Kenyon and to newly-elected
Ronald Loiselle and Karl Gansler.

Childs was appointed mayor upon
the resignation of Tom Turner in Aug-
ust and Martin was named to replace
her as mayor pro tem.

Kenyon was appointed to the com-
mission by Childs to replace Turner.

e e e e

Vo

ty since discussions of the public trans-
portation plan got serious four years
ago.

In April, a compromise was reached
as the 15-member SEMTA Board of Di-
rectors adopted a “preferred” plan that
included a subway between the Renais-
sance Center and New Center (Grand
Boulevard) areas in Detroit.

The remainder of the light rail — or
modern street car system — would be
elevated to McNichols Road and sur-
face to the State Fair grounds south of
Eight Mile.

According to SEMTA board chair-
man and Livonia mayor Edward
McNamara, a subway remains the key
to what the board will decide Dec. 18
when it is scheduled to make a final
decision on the transportation plan.

“The whole key to this thing is what
we do on Woodward Avenue,”
MecNamara said. The increased bus ser:
vice provided in the plan is “fixed,” he
added.

NO MATTER what plan is adopted
for the Woodward corridor, the 1990
master plan will expand SEMTA'’s
large bus fleet by about 30 percent to
1,350 vehicles, according to general
manager Larry E. Salci and staff engi-
neer George Swede.

To be added are:

* 120 buses to fixed routes.

* 195 buses will be used for Park and
Ride express service. Forty additional
Park and Ride routes will be added.

SEMTA now adds about 50 large
buses to its fleet per year. Local adop-
tion and federal approval of a regional
transportation plan would provide
more federal money to buy more buses.

THE SMALL bus fleet is due to be
nearly quadrupled to 444 vehicles.

The number of Wayne County buses
will be expanded to decrease the wait-
ing time on existing routes, but no
numbers of additional buses were
available.

New routes are planned to provide
bus service between major shopping
centers.

For western Wayne, the reglonal
transportation plan proposes increased
service in Westland, along the Seven
Mile Road and Middlebelt/Inkster

obituaries

NORVAL SAUNDERS

-Funeral services for Mr. Saunders,
82 of Maple, Plymouth, were scheduled
td be held today at Brown and Van
:Hemmer Funeral Home in Addison,
‘Mich.,, with burial at Maple Grove
Cemetery in Hudson.

]

Mr. Saunders, who died Nov. 16, had
moved to Plymouth in 1965 from Ann
Arbor. He had worked in the family
saw business and had worked part-time
for the S&W Hardware. Survivors in-
clude: son, Charles; brother, Dayton of
Addison; sister, Neva Perkins of Addi-
son.

NDAMAR.

routes and more Park and Ride service
in Canton, Livonia and Farmington. No
precise numbers were available.

uring the 1980s, SEMTA commuter
rail service will be expanded to 22 trips
daily between Ann Arbor and Detroit,
with station stops along the Michigan
corridor.
mtrak now operates one commuter
train along that route.

ORE THAN 300 small buses would
be added to the current fleet that pro-
vides reserved service to the elderly
and handicapped. The small buses
would be expanded to provide feeder
service for the general public.

he Wayne County Advanced Reser-
vation Transit (WAYCART) service be-
gan‘ in April with 25 buses. The system
is planned for expansion to 80 buses by
the end of next year.

Despite SEMTA’s emphasis in its
brochure, displays and staff comments
on bus expansion at the Tuesday meet-

ing, audience questions on the down-
town Detroit “People Mover” and the
Woodward rail line dominated the dis-
cussion.

There were no questions regarding a
regional transportation tax, which will
likely be needed to operate the system.

SEMTA would like to establish a 50
cents base fare for the system, which is
set by “social, not business type rea-
sons,” Salci said.

Fare box revenues would only cover
a portion of the system's estimated
$371 million operating costs by 1990.

A deficit of $80 million could exist in
1990, which could lead to a regional
transportation tax. Such a tax would
have to be approved by metropolitan
area voters, probably in only Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb counties.

LIVONIA COUNCILMAN Robert
Bennett asked why the majority of the
$1.4 billion in capital investment for
the system is for the Woodward corri-

dor, rather than dispersed along other
freeway and railroad corridors.

“We are only allowed (by federal pol-
icy) to invest in one corridor at a time,”
responded Salci. Woodward was select-
ed because of “high ridership volume
and to develop potential along that cor-
ridor,” he said. The only two other cor-
ridors considered seriously were Grati-
ot and Mlchlgan

The rail line would replace 55 buses
on Woodward, and SEMTA expects dai-
ly ridership to increase by.161000 per-
sons,

The federal Urban Mass Transpor-
tion Administration (UMTA) in 1976
committed $600 million for construc-
tion of the regional system. The
amount could be increased to $900 mil-
lion, according to recent speculation in
Washington.

WHILE CONSTRUCTION costs for a
rail system are higher, operating costs
per passenger would be lower.

Among the eight alternatives SEM-
TA has considered for regional trans-
portation, the “do-nothing" plan of re-
placing existing buses would cost near-
ly $281 million while the subway from
downtown to McNichols plan would
cost $1.44 billion. Thus, the net cost of
any plan beyond the “do-nothing” con-
cept is about $1.2 billion.

Salci said the preferred plan, with
considerably less underground subway,
was selected in April to save $40 mil-
lion.

But the environmental and property
value impact of the elevated line from
Grand Boulevard to McNichols may
lead to some changes. “It may be sur-
face or subway in that area,” Salci
said.

REGARDLESS of what plan is final-
ly adopted, SEMTA officials say the
federal government will cover 80 per-
cent of the capital costs and the state
will kick in 20 percent
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INSTALLED
DIGITAL

CONTROLS
1 YEAR WARRANTY Sales &

ALADDIN “GENIE”’ service

PARTS &
722-0610  opovicE | 335-9079
NORTHVILLE-NOV! WEST BLOOMFIELD

PLYMOUTH-CANTON TROY-PONTIAC
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Art-a-Facts

During the CH’IN and HANS periods in Chinese
art, large pillars and monumental winged ani-
mals were constructed in front of important
tombs in order to mark the portal of what was
called the...

1) Road to Hong Kong  2) Yellow brick road
3) the “‘Spirit Path”  4) path of glory
: ANSWER 3) the “Spirit Path”

Northwest Blue Print

Artist and Drafting Supplies
13450 Farmington Rd.(at Schoolcraft) Livonia

525-1990

10% OFF

Glassfyre
Glass Doors

TOWN N COUNTRY
Hardware & Fireplace

27740 FORD ROAD ¢ GA 2-2750

WEDDINGS

* Double Exposures * Mistys
Candlelights = Special Fffects
(;c)mplvtv Coverage For Under *200
Plus! Call now to register vour chance
m\\m 1007 off any ,)(nm;’('”
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Children's Shops
CLOTHING YOUR SPECIAL YOUNG ONES

KIDS!

“OUR
SPECIALTY"
FULL
SELECTION
OF WINTER
OUTER WEAR

20% OFF

OAKLAND MALL NORTHLAND

" UNIVERSAL MALL EASTLAND
WESTLAND ‘J
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CLEARANCE SALE

50 - 75% OFF
SHOP NOW FOR CHRISTMAS

« Clothing
* Jewelry
» Gift Items
We Do FASHION SHOWS
For Al Organzations
@ Phone tor inforr
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Def 5 & 6 Mie n Terrence Corners
Livonia

421-0420
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Wools and Wool Blends

Your family can enjoy skiing locally
at your own private, family owned
ski area - very economically (Family
of 5 - $300 for the season). We're
having an open house on December
2 from noon-4 p.m. to show off our

Wool gabardines are

_ ACT NOW!

facilities. It's worth inquiring.

For more information call Buzz at
476-8126 after 5 p.m. or write
KANDAHAR, P.0. Box 617, Fenton, MI 48430 J

EARLY AMERICAN

HOSTESS TEA CART
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¢ Drawer, a shelf, and a
handy slide-out tray.

® Fold down sides,
adjustable handle, and
large wheels to make
rolling easy over

classic coordinates
for you, the petite
woman 54 and under.

Now, fine sportswear from
Garey Petites designed to
perfectly suit you for any

eventuality. Camel or black
gabardine of pure wool with
metictilous detailing, sized

4 ta 12. From our eclectic
selection of petite styles.

A. Lined fitted vest, $46;
Fly-front pant, $48; Ivory
jacquard print polyester
shirt, trim collar, $26.

B. Lined single-breasted
tailored blazer, $116;
Straight skirt with

’ front slit, $42.

style. Buuhtul)y designed
and expertly crafted.

HALI'MARK ,

FURNITURE GALLERIES
28795 PLYMOUTH RD. 2 Biks. E. of Middiebelt

937-0270 or 427-8600

Jacobsons |-
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A freight train comes around the bend on the way through Plym-

/

owth. Local fire officials are concerned that such trains carrying dan-

Freight trains, cargos

By TERI BANAS

The liklihood of a major train derail-
ment occurring here community simi-
lar to those that shook towns in Michi-

. gan, Canada and Florida recently is not
. impossible, say local firefighters.

In fact, it’s downright frightening.

At least one major train rolls
. through the Plymouth-Canton area eve-
cry 15 minutes and almost all carry
- some hazardous material, fire depart-
. ment officials say.
' “It scares the hell out of you,” said
s township firefighter Sgt. Randy May-
+ cock.
+ "If people knew what came through
¢ here while they slept at night, they
. wouldn’t want to live here,” said Town-
¢ ship Fire Chief Larry Groth.
- Groth added his immediate reaction

to accounts of three recent railroad
mishaps was: “It’s always a pessibility.
All those chemicals are hauled through
Plymouth Township too. It's a good
possibility.”

Freight trains hauling anything from
small auto parts to propane gas are a
fact of life to residents in an area
where surface streets are blocked by
trains daily.

According to local estimates, some _

50 trains roll through the community
each day. The city is the Chessie Rail-
road System’s main intersection for
. * x

cargo crisscrossing the state to the
north and south as well as to the east
and west. Main runs head from Grand
Rapids to Detroit and Toledo to Sagi-
naw.

IN MISSISSAUGA, Ontario, last
week some 2_0(_),000 residents were

Staff photos by Gary Caskey

evacuated after a freight train carry-
ing chlorine gas derailed, leaking some
70 tons of its contents. There were no
serious injuries but officials called it
one of the “biggest evacuations in
North American history.”

Last Monday, approximately 1,000
residents of Holland Township were
evacuated after a tanker containing hy-
drogen fluoride gas derailed, taking
with it three other box cars.

According to the news. reports, the
accident occurred at 12:45 a.m. Mon-
day and the incident was ¢leared up in
about two hours after the:Chessie Sys-
tem brought in equipmer# from Indi-
ana. The substance was enroute to the
DuPont Chemical Co. in Montague.

In Florida that weekend six proG-
pane railroad cars derailed. Officials
planned to use explosives to end the
threat of the burning mass.

The threat of such mishaps happen-
ing locally is one fire officials are con-

A split in the tracks is just one of the many defects that could cause a train derailment.

O&AE
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The joint of the rail is mpthred, another factor that could lead to a train accident.
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gerous chemicals could derail and cause a disaster

Canton area.

cerned with. They say their role as
emergency workers has taken on a new
dimension since the growth of infinite
types of industrial chemicals

The days when firemen’s work mere-
ly involved building and grass fires are
long gone. Fighting chemcial fires is a
risky business they say and one that in-
volves extensive evcuation

On Oct. 31 township fire fighters
were called out to a stopped train just
east of Beck Road near the Ford Motor
Co. Sheldon plant. A car carrying some
50,000 gallons of menthanol, a highly
flammable liquid, was discovered leak-
ing about 3:30 a.m. Upon Groth’s re-
quest, the car was moved a quarter
mile west of the Ford plant and away
from nearby homes.

While on the site, local fireighters
discovered a second leaking car which
had been filled beyond capacity. Groth
said this is the same substnace as in-
volved in the Florida mishap.

Come Home T

For an Old Fashioned Pilgrim Feast
In the Traditional Style at Family Prices

\
\
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sometimes carry risks

Groth said the car was enroute to
Ohio and was not scheduled to stop
here. It was stopped for inspection only
because a new shift of rail employees
came on the scene and were required to
inspect it.

This situation was not cleared up un-
til about 9 a.m. when a railroad official
arrived from Columbus to handle it.
Groth said he was told the Columbus
agent was the closest on hand.

Most recently in the Plymouth area,
two box cars of scrap metal slipped off
the Chessie line about 6 a.m. Nov. 9.
Chessie spokesperson Jim Ward said a
total of six wheels detached from the
track and as of mjid-week it was still
under investigatien.

“We have not/ rectified the situation
as to why it left ;& good track.” he said.

According to a)regional spokeperson
for Chessie, theré are several causes of
train derailments. The most frequent
area:

,7

Make Your Reservatio

Thursday, Novembe

Ann Arbor ‘Rochester
3600 Plymouth Rd. 2601 Rochester Rd.
769-9400 . 852-8330

Serving Thanksgiving Day dinner until 8 P.M.

~ Schiilers,

Win Schuler’s
For Family Thanksgiving
TURKEY & ALL THE TRIMMINGS

* Defects in the track.

* Equipment failure on the train

* Errors caused by crew members
resulting in a failure in the train’s oper-
ation

Among less
mishaps are:

« Equipment failure caused by van-
dalism. Chessie spokesperson Lloyd:
Lewis said one of the biggest spills in
history caused eight deaths when some-
one flipped an intersection switch.

« Sabotage.

* An “act of God.” A previous derail-
ment in Florida was caused by a wash
out of the tracks just two hours after
they were inspected.

« “Harmonic rock off.” Due to engi-
neering defects, it has been discovered
that some train cars will derail when
the car reaches a certain speed and be-
gins shifting its cargo.

Michigan Department of Transporta-

(Continued on page 5A)

frequent causes of
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West Bloomfield
6066 W. Maple Road

851-8880
b







