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Trailer tenants 
air grievances 

By CAROLINE PRICE 

The Michigan Mobile Home Commis-
sion will hold a public hearing Nov. 12 
to hear complaints of local mobile 
home owners. 

A site has not been selected a s yet 
for the occasion. * 

The hearing is in response to the bus-
loads of park residents who took their 
grievances to state officials in Lansing 
last week 

The residents arrived in the state 
capitol Thursday in chartered buses to 
attend a Michigan Mobile Home Com-
mission meeting and present their 
problems. 

Most of the mobile home owners 
making the trip were residents at the 
Royal Holiday or Holiday Estates 
parks in Canton. 

The request for the commission 
hearing was one of a bevy of demands 
made by park residents and their sym-
pathizers. 

The tenants submitted a list of 
grievances and demands to the com-
mission during the meeting. 

THE MAJOR COMPLAINT appears 
to be about recent rent increases — as 
much as 40 percent in some cases — 
instituted by Sheldon Futurnick at his 
parks 

Futurnick is part-owner of both 
parks, as well as three others in the 
metropolitan area. He is also an owner 
of Nationwide Mobile Homes, Inc., a 
dealership. 

Other grievances stem from allega-
tions that families are forced to move 
from some parks when their children 
reach the age of 5 years. 

The tenants called for a full-scale in-
vestigation of Futurnick and suspen-
sion of his license to operate a mobile 
home park. 

The group also demanded that the 
state hold the parks in receivership un-
til the investigation is completed and 
that a rent control board be establish-
ed. 

The tenants also requested that Fu-
turnick, an attorney, be disbarred. 

Gary Roberts, a candidate in 1978 
for township trustee, recently became 
involved the the mobile home owner is-
sue and was responsible for chartering 
the busses to Lansing 

FUTURNICK ATTENDED the mo-
bile home commission meeting in 

Lansing. He said he believed the tenant 
activism was stirred up by Roberts and 
C.J. Marshall to further their political 
ambitions. 

Roberts was an unsuccessful candi-
date for Canton Township Trustee. 
Marshall is president of Holiday Es-
tates Mobile Home Owner's Associa-
tion. 

Futurnick said the charges levied by 
the group are unfounded. 

President of the Michigan Mobile 
Home Owner's Association Robert My-
ers agreed, saying that political ambi-
tions are behind much of the mobile 
home owner unrest. But he said that 
some of the complaints made about Fu-
turnick were legitimate. 

Myers, a former Canton trustee, has 
instigated two lawsuits against Futur-
nick. 

One was decided against the park 
owner in circuit court, and is currently 
on appeal. That lawsuit concerned the 
practice of charging a $1,000 fee to 
persons who sold mobile homes that 
were to remain on the lot at the Royal 
Holiday park. 

According to Futurnick, at one time 
trailers were not allowed to remain on 
the lot when they were sold. "We were 
thinking that rather than get the park 
outdated we would have new stuff in 
there," Futurnick said. 

"But the first two people to sell their 
homes found they could get more mon-
ey by leaving the home on the lot, so 
they offered us the money and we ac-
cepted." % 

Futurnick maintains that the money 
received in fees enabled him to keep 
rents low. He said the rent was not 
raised at Royal Holiday for about five 
years. 

\ T H E SECOND lawsuit, still in court, 
involved the practice of having the mo-
bile home owner pay a $525 water and 
sewer hook-up fee that Canton Town-
ship charges on a one-time basis for 
each lot. 

Futurnick said that by having the in-
dividual pay the fee, rents could be 
kept lower. He maintains that rents at 
his park, even af ter the hike, a re lower 
than at comparable parks in the area. 

The park owner refutes the claim 
that mobile homes are improperly in-
stalled on lots too small for them, as 
alleged by Marshall. 

Trailer installation is regulated by 
state af td4ecal law. Canton Township 

(Continued on page 4A) 

When fal l co lors r e a c h the i r deepes t hues , t he ducks begin 
lans to m a k e a n o t h e r j o u r n e y souths . T h e s e ducks se t t l ed 

FalVs color artist 
brightens landscape 

The brilliant color of autumn is ascending upon the Plymouth-Canton 
community for the annual performance of nature's landscape artist. 

With the visit of Jack Frost just around the corner, residents will want to 
soak in the color soon before the reds, oranges, yellows and browns all turn 
to white. 

On a recent Sunday afternoon Observer Photographer Gary Caskey took a 
color tour of his own through the Plymouth-Canton community to share 
some of the fall beauty he discovered with our readers. We hope it's enough 
to whet your appetite to take a drive of your own. 

And there's lots of color to be seen through Edward Hines Park along 
Wilcox, Phoenix and Newburgh lakes. Or out in the country, up and down 
such roads as Proctor, Denton, Napier and Ridge in Canton Township and 
along Napier and Ridge in western Plymouth Township. 

The rural tour adds the touch of bright orange pumpkins laying amongst 
dead vines, fields of corn stalks turned tan, orchards strewn with fallen 
apples, pheasants skirting for cover. 

The special touch of fall the countryside provides can be accessed easily 
by taking Canton Road south to Proctor and heading west or by taking Ann 
Arbot Road or Ann Arbor Trail west of town to Napier, Ridge or Powell and 
then picking up N. Territorial iRoad for a picturesque drive through Salem 
Township or out to the Hudson Wills-Pinckey area. 

And for a brand" new experience, a ride you've never taken before, wait 
until this Wednesday when M-14 is scheduled to open and take a drive along 
the new freeway toward Ann Atbor, returning via Ann Arbor Road. 

Easy access to M-14 can be gained either at Sheldon Road or where 1-275 
and the Jeffr ies intersect just nbrth of Plymouth Road. 

The landscape is ready for those who appreciate fall's beauty. But don't 
wait long. Nature is about to bring out her next canvas. 

Staff photos by Gary Caskey 

down in P l y m o u t h fo r a brief r e s p i t e in the " f r o g pond" 
a c r o s s Hines Dr ive f r o m Wilcox Lake . 

voods a lso M u s h r o o m s , red b e r r i e s and fa l len l e aves found in the 
would m a k e a nice c e n t e r p i e c e fo r en t e r t a in ing . 

Ready, set, time to zip down new M-14 freeway 
Trick or treat 
Well, hopefully there are no tricks in-

volved. And it shoukti^e a t reat for tra-
velers when the ne\*\ M-14 freeway 
opens two days from flow — on Hal-
loween. - / 

I 
The road, connecting Plymouth area 

communities to Ann yyrbor, will be 
ready Wednesday for the spinning 
wheels to hit the pavement. 

The opening will be marked by a 
traditional ribbon-cutting ceremony. 
Activities will begin at noon on the 
eastbound lanes of the M-14 and B e c ^ 
Road interchange. 

The freeway will be open to t raff ic 
about two hours later when barricades 
along the route are removed. 

Construction on the project, which 
cost $34 million, was begun in 1976, al-
though planning has spanned more than 
a decade. According to Warren Cox, 
senior district engineer to the Michigan 
Department of Transportation, one of 
the earliest and most comprehensive 
reports dates back to 1967. 

The new freeway is just north of the 
existing M-14 highway. Completion of 

construction, which involved six sepa-
rate contractors, has been long awaited 
by area residents looking for a more 
direct and quicker route west toward 
Ann Arbor. 

The new route is expected to relieve 
traff ic on Eight Mile and Ford roads 
and on 1-94. 

THE NEW freeway extends six 
miles on either side of the Washtenaw-
Wayne County4ine, connecting with ex-
isting M-14 at Griswold Road on the 
west and 1-275 northeast of Plymouth 
on the east. 

It is six lanes wide between 1-275 and 
the Beck Road interchange and four 
lanes along the remainder of the route. 
It has interchanges at Voorheis, 
Gotfredson, Beck and Sheldon roads, as 
well as 23 bridge structures. 

Federal, state and local officials 
have been invited to the Wednesday 
celbration, which is sponsored by the 
Plymouth Community Chamber of 
Commerce. 

To add to the festivities, school chil-
dren from Plymouth, Northville and 

Ann Arbor have been invited to shflre 
in the presentation. In the past tew 
weeks, Plymouth schoolchildren have 
been asked to prepare projects that 
commemorate the event with a Hal 
loween theme. 

Welcoming visting dignitaries will) be 
Plymouth Township Supervisor Thom-
as Notebaert, master of ceremonies. 
Rev. Sam Stout, of the First Methodist 
Church of Plymouth, will deliver the 
invocation. 

The public is invited. 
Cox said the freeway's opening d^te 

was set back from earlier this year be-
cause of construction difficulties. A 
cement shortage and soil problems 
added to the delay. 

COX SAID some "water problems" 
between Northville Road and School-
craf t Road required massive soil re-
placement with sand to better accom-
modate the road bed. This additional 
grading work set back the jot> of the 
concrete contractor. 

The stretch involved six different 
contractors including: the tfiolloway 

Obstruct ion Co., C.A. Hull Co., Walter 
Toebe and Co., M&B Contracting Corp. 
and Eisenhour Construction Co. 

Final touches, involving the place-
ment of directional signs, were in-
stalled by the Spartan Sign Co. 

Federal Highway Administration 
funds provided about 73 percent of the 
expense with the remainder coming 

from State Department of Transporta- Michigan will be realized 
tion funds. 

"A number of people are looking for-
ward to this freeway," Cox said. "It 
will provide more access to develop-
ments in and around Ann Arbor from 
Plymouth, Northville and the Livonia 
area." 

Greater access to the University of 

football enthusiasts, 
ring to those area resist nts who take 
advntage of the school's educational 
programming and cultuj-al offerings 

Although the f r e e w i j runs about 
three or four miles f ront 1 Canton Town-
ship, Cox also said it shou d provide re-
lief to heavily congestec Ford Road, 
which runs through the township. 

by more than 
added, refer-

Rape suspects arraigne 
An 18-year-old woman's at tempt to 

help people whom she thought were 
stranded motorists resulted in her ab-
duction and rape last Wednesday night. 

The Dearborn woman was rescued in 
Canton Township when police heard 
her screams. They were investigating a 
car parked in a subdivision under con-
struction, north of Palmer and west of 
Liley, at the time. 

Three Detroit men have been arrest-
ed and turned over to Dearborn police 
for arraignment in the incident. 

Jose Santana, 23; Leon White, 19; and 

Edward Patrick, 27, were arraigned 
Friday in 19th District Court before 
Judge Virginia Sobotka on charges of 
kidnapping, armed robbery and first 
degree criminal sexual conduct. 

All three are being held at Wayne 
County Jail on $100,000 cash bond 
pending preliminary examination Nov. 
2. 

According to Canton police, the 
woman said she stopped to help the 
men at Warren and Southfield. The 
men alledgedly grabbed her and took 

and 
up to 

Ptl 
the 

her car, eventually arriving at the sub-
division. 

When Ptl. Dave LeBlinc 
John MacDiarmid pullet 
parked car about 11:45 th.it night, they 
said two of the men jump|ed out of the 
car and began running; w 
sped away in the car wit 
still inside. 

The driver was appreh< 
high speed chase through 
Cathy Peteres was called 
and apprehended the men 
on foot. 

r Short Takes 

d 

lile the third 
the woman 

nded af ter a 
Canton. Ptl. 
to the scene 
who escaped 

Sweet safety 

Trick or Treat can be loads of fun for youngsters, 
but parents will breath easier knowing that All the 
goodies collected are safe to eat. With that in mind, 
the Canton Police Department is once again hold-
ing a candy check from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., Oct. 31 
at the Cherry Hill f ire station. Officers will run 
candy through a metal detector to make sure noth-
ing has been planted in the treats. A parent or gaur-
dian must be on hand to sign a permission slip be-
fore the candy can be checked. Police said no for-
eign objects were found in Halloween candy last 
year in Canton. 

More Halloween treats 

While out trick or treating this Wednesday, don't 
forget to take the kiddies by the home of Linda and 
Richard LaBell on Maidstone in the Sunflower sub-
division. The LaBells will have their house decorat-
ed to please the most discriminating ghoulie. In ad-
dition, there will be a magic show. The whole idea 
of the party is to raise funds for the Muscular Dis-
trophy Association. You make your contributions in 
a goldfish bowl on the LaBell's front porch. 

Golfing bargains 

Interested in picking up a used golf cart for a mini-
mum of $300? How about a Toro three gang tr im 
mower for a minimum of $500? This equipment 
and more is available f rom Canton Township, 
which is selling used items f rom the golf course. 
Anyone can submit a sealed bid to the clerk's office 
until Nov. 12 at noon. To get the exact number and 
specifications of the equipment, pick up a copy of 
the invitation to bid at township hall or call Maria 
Falkiewicz at 397-1000, ext. 202. 
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HALLOWEEN 
MAKE-UP 

• 

j* Stag* Blood • Nose and Scar Wax 
•• Crepe Hair and Instructions* Silver Hair 
: L i qu id • Clown White* Color L iners 

The Make Up Book 

: R l h G O L D T H E A T f c E E W I P M E W T C O . 

29525 FORD RD., GARDEN CITY, MICH. 
522-4650 

1 T I I T I 1 * * : • • e • • • 

Army drop-boxes moved 

Easy ridin' 
New Fun (o' two aboard this (an cooled 
E V E R E S T ' 500 ^ota* ' fom SKi-DOO1 Expceece 

Everest luxury go beyond 
comfort , 

S N O - T R A I L S / 
24490 FIVE MILE / / . * 
REDFORD TWP 

532-4555 

T h e d r o p - b o x e s f o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t h e P l y m o u t h S a l v a -

t ion A r m y , l o c a t e d f o r y e a r s in t h e K r o e g e r ' s p a r k i n g lot , 

h a v e b e e n m o v e d to t h e c o r p s ' p a r k i n g lot a t F a i r g r o u n d 

a n d Ann A r b o r T r a i l . T h e m o v e is be ing m a d e to k e e p t h e 

a r e a a r o u n d t h e d r o p - b o x e s t i dy a n d to r e d u c e s t e a l i n g . 

C o n t r i b u t e d i t e m s a r e p i c k e d up and r e - so ld a t S a l v a t i o n 

A r m y S t o r e s . T h e p r o c e e d s a r e u sed „to s u p p o r t h o m e l e s s 

m e n a n d t h e A r m y ' s a d u l t r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o g r a m , a r e -

g iona l a l c o h o l and s u b s t a n c e a b u s e t r e a t m e n t e f f o r t f o r 

m e n a n d w o m e n . T h e p r o c e e d s a l s o a r e u s e d to h o u s e s o m e 

400 p e r s o n s in t h e D e t r o i t m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a a n d to p r o v i d e 

food , a m o n t h l y a l l o w a n c e , j o b t r a i n i n g a n d c o u n s e l i n g . 

S o m e p r o c e e d s a l s o a r e u s e d to h e l p i n d i g e n t f a m i l i e s in 

t h e P l y m o u t h - C a n t o n c o m m u n i t y . L t . Bill H a r f o o t , c o r p s 

c o m m a n d e r , a d v i s e s a n y o n e w h o w i s h e s to d o n a t e v a l u a b l e 

i t e m s to ca l l t h e loca l A r m y h e a d q u a r t e r s a n d a s k f o r p ick 

up. (S ta f f pho to ) 

Cardiovascular class is scheduled 
The second session of fall classes of-

fered by the Canton, Northville, Plym-
outh Fami ly YMCA will begin soon. 

Among the special features , beyond 
the normal enr ichment offerings, a r e 
card iovascular fitness, tumbling and 
floor hockey. 

The classes a r e three, four, six or 
seven weeks long. Nov. I is the earl iest 
s ta r t ing date. 

Residents may regis ter with the 
YMCA at its off ices above Armbrus-
ter ' s Bootery on Main Street or by 
phoning 453-2904. 

CARDIOVASCULAR f i tness will 
meet f rom 7:30 to 9 p.m. each Thurs-
day for six weeks s ta r t ing Nov. 8. 

Floor hockey for youngsters and a 
tumbling class a r e scheduled at var ious 
schools immedia te ly a f t e r school on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. The four-week p rog rams 
will begin Nov. 5. 

In addition, a six week tumbling 
class, meet ing at various t imes on Sat-
urdays will begin Nov. 3. 

The next session of Kreatives, the 
YMCA enr ichment activity for pres-

choolers, will begin Nov. 5 and run for 
six weeks. Times will be f rom 9 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. 

DANCE CLASSES, meet ing for sev-
en weeks s tar t ing Nov. 5, include: 

A t r im class, 8:30 to 9 p.m. Tuesdays; 
pre-ballet at 10:30 a.m. or 1 p.m. on 
Wednesdays; ballet at various t imes 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays; 
tap dancing at various t imes on Mon-
days, Tuesdays and Wednesdays; jazz 
dancing at various t imes on Mondays 
and Wednesdays; and crea t ive move-
ment at various t imes Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

Beginning ballroom will be offered 
f rom 8:45-9:45 p.m. on Wednesdays for 
three weeks s tar t ing Dec. 5. Disco les-
sons will be offered for four weeks 
f rom 8:45-9:45 p.m. on Wednesdays be-
ginning Nov. 7. 

Fitness Fun is being offered for six 
weeks at 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Mon-
days and Fr idays beginning Nov. 5. 

Other six week activi t ies are: baton 
at 5:30p.m. and 6:30 p.m. on Thursdays; 

Godooit 

skidoo 

basic drawing f rom 1-2 p.m. on Thurs-
days; and cal l igraphy f rom noon to 1 
p.m. These classes begin Nov. 8. A six 
week group piano class, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays, will begin Nov. 13; 
A four-week mini m a c r a m e class 

will be offered f rom 4-5 p.m. on Thurs-
days s tar t ing Nov. 1. 

© t e r b c r & J c c f u t r i r 
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BOYS & GIRLS 
MEET 

SIR GRAVES GHASTLY 
/ A T 

T H E LIVONIA MALL 
ON 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31 
AT 

2-4-7 P.M. 

WEAR YOUR COSTUMES-
YOU MAY BE A WINNER! 

D O C ( J . . . 

Any 2 Rooms 
&Uoll Reg. $49.95 

nail SAVE $10.00 STEAM $*3Q95 CLEANED on'y y*J -
w i t h th is c o u p o n 

Includes: 
• C o l o r Br igh teners • S p o t t i n g 
• S o i l R e t a r d a n t s * T r a f f i c P a p e r 
• Deodor izer •Fu rn i tu re Pads 

THIS WEEK ONLY 

CALL 937-

Livonia Mall 
The neighborly people at your neighborhood Mall 

Seven Mile and Middlebelt Road 

I 

FALL SUIT S 
SPORTCQAT 

SALE 

DESIGNER NAME FASHIONS... 
SUITINGS SPORTCOATS 
srwtsiPuuD* 

cHootc from a lamx mfCTw* 
REGULAM.T PWC£D AT K6Of 

139 
NT* fall nmH 

all sizes 
*GULA*Y P*CED At '1XLM 

1 7 0 9 1 

SALES • SERVICE 

CHOOSE FROM OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF: 

RAINCOATS, TOPCOATS, SUBURBAN COATS A JACKETS 
PWCED FROM T7J9 TO *710 00 

20% OFF 
26721 PLYMOUTH RD., REDFORD, Ml' 

NEWIJUKGH PLAZA (6 Mile Rd at Newburgh) 
LIVONIA-464-0766 

Hours Mom Thurs & [ri 10-9-Tues Wed & Sji ij^S W) 
• Major Credil Cards Honored 

G M I K M M I Over/ , to Our I louse 

" S r i w r 

the /learthside 
MICHIGAN'S LARGEST 

ETHAN A l U N 
FURNITURE DIALER 

LIVONIA • UTICA • SOUTHFIELD 

4 'ASST 
•?v 

MEMBER 

INTERIOR 
DESIGN 
SOCIETY 

10 REASONS 
FOR TAKING 

TENNIS LESSONS 
AT 

GRAND SLAM TENNIS CLUB 
Which one applies to YOU? 

I PLAYING WIMBLEDON IS YOUR GOAL • A REASON TO GET OUT OF THE HOUSE 
l ELIMINATE WEAKNESSES IN YOUR GAME • TV IS LOUSY THIS SEASON 
i A WAY TO KEEP FIT A TRIM • LOSING TOO MUCH AT POKER/BINGO 
AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET NEW PEOPLE • WANT TO MAKE THE SCHOOL TEAM 
WANT TO BEAT YOUR HU8BAND/WIFE • IT S FUN 
AT SOMETHING 

FOLLOW THROUGH & SIGN UP NOW 

CLASSES START WEEK OF NOVEMBER 5 

• ONE HOUR PER W£EK - .7 WEEKS 

• A L L A G E S - A L L LEVELS 

Non-Members Welcome 

For outside or in, get 4-wheel drive! 
"Colt" precision roller skates take 
Mr. and Miss J on a real spin. 

Miles away from the old c lamp-on sidewalk days, these 

roll fast and super-smooth, corner ing and turning in 

r ink-pro style. Wipe-clean vinyl shoe upper is l ined 

and cushioned, with padded collar and the toe stops; 

then cast metal hardware and all the act ion in those 

precision urethane wheels. Blue with yel low tr im in 

5-10 Miss J and 8-12 Mr. J sizes, $40. 

v o y ^ 

r v 

\ \ \ 

Jacobsons 
v y 

) j t* T / 1 r\ ! 
! I / \ 

/ 

LIVONIA FAMILY Y 14255 STARK ROAD 

PHONE 261-2424 
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>>»'•- i k / 
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The county goes broke — and employees cope 

Orville 
Tungate 

Deputy 
clerk 

I. 

Stephen Boak, 37, took a position in 
government 12 years ago "because of 
the security involved. 

"It 's just not working that way in the 
county right now." 

Boak is a man with a family, "sub-
stantial" house payments in Plymouth 
Township and car payments on two au-
tos. What he doesn't have right now is a 
paycheck. ^ 

Boak holds a top position in the 
Wayne County Prosecutor 's office. He's 
chief of operations, controlling the off-
ice's day-to-day activities. 

Although he said his years of senior-
tiy will "probably" cushion the threat 
of layoff, he added: "They've said 
they'll layoff everyone and supervisors 
aren' t exempt." 

Boak said he's been dipping into sav-
ings to tide his family over, but said 
that will soon stop. 

"I know I can do it now but if we go 

longer than the first of December it's 
going to be a bleak Christmas for all of 
us." 

His wife, Sandra, recently took part-
t ime teaching job. 

"It was prompted by a combination 
of two things. Things started rumbling 
around here in August and this is the 
first year both kids a re in school all 
day. The immediacy was prompted by 
the talk of payless paydays." 

SINCE HE was not paid last Friday, 
Boak has looked into borrowing money 
(at 12 percent) f rom the Wayne County 
Credit Union. 

"You don't have to pay it back until 
the checks start coming in," he ex-
plained. "But when they do start com-
ing in you're still out that interest pig-
ment." 

Boak is also bothered by the county's 
failure to pay employees' cost of living, 

which was expected this month. 
"They talk of deferring that until 

next year. But Social Security will be 
taken out of that month, which also 
penalizes me. It 's money I will never 
recover." 

Boak said no plans have surfaced as 
yet as to the effects of layoffs in the 
prosecutor s office. He said when 25 po-
sitions were cut last year the depart-
ment filed suit against the board of 
commissioners and an appellate court 
has aff i rmed their stand. 

As for today, however, entertain-
ment expenses were the first to go in 
the family budget. That means Satur-
day nights are spent at home. 

"The most depressing aspect of this 
is the political maneuverings going on. 
I don't see the situation getting any bet-
ter next year. But I do see the same 
thing starting earlier next year. In-
stead of October, it'll begin in July." J 

Very few employees have had to face the task of working without pay -
at least without any immediate hopes of getting a paycheck. 

But thousands of Wayne County employees, including many in the Plym-
outh-Canton community, have faced payless paydays in recent weeks. 

Some faced their first payless payday Friday. Others, who were not paid 
a couple weeks ago, learned Friday they would get reimbursed with 
Medicaid monies owned the county by the state 

Because Wayne County is insolvent, employees face the prospect o | work-
ing from day to day wondering if a paycheck will await them that Week or 
the next. 

To find out what it s like to face layoff and payless paydays, the Observer 
talked with residents of Plymouth and Canton who are employed - at all 
levels — by the County of Wayne. 

And each one has a special story to tell. A single person will try to "hang 
on" for awhile because of a moral obligation felt towards patients at the 
county hospital. Married employees with a family, though, face serious 
economic problems. 

Our reports have found some wives who have returned to work, families 
who are altering their life-styles, and employees who are draining savings 
from the credit union or are talking with their bankers about the home 
mortgage. 

Wayne County — the third largest county in the U.S. — now becomes the 
first to miss a payday since the Great Depression a half century ago. 

Stephen Boak, 37, took a position 
in government 12 years ago "be-
cause of the security involved. 

"It 's just not working that way in 
the county right now." 

Boak is a man with a family, 
"substantial" house payments in 
Plymouth Township and car pay-
ments on two autos. What he doesn't 
have right now is a paycheck. 

Boak holds a top position in the 
Wayne County Prosecutor 's office. 
He's chief of operations, controlling 
the office's day-to-day activities. 

Although he said his years of 
seniortiy will "probably" cushion 
the threat of layoff, he added: 
"They've said they'll layoff every-
one and supervisors aren ' t exempt." 

Boak said he's been dipping into 
savings to tide his family over, but 
said that will soon stop. 

"I know I can do it now but if we 
go longer than the first of December 
it's going to be a bleak Christmas 
for all of us." < 

His wife, Sandra, recently took 
part-t ime teaching job. 

"It was prompted by a combina-
tion of two things. Things started 
rumbling around here in August and 
this is the first year both kids are in 
school all day. The immediacy was 
prompted by the talk of payless pay-
days." 

SINCE HE was not paid last Fri-
day, Boak has looked into borrowing 
money (at 12 percent) f rom the 
Wayne County Credit Union. 

"You don't have to pay it back un-
til the checks s tar t coming in," he 
explained. "But when they do s tar t 

coming in you're still out that inter-
est payment." 

Boak is also bothered by the coun-
ty's failure to pay employees' cost 
of living, which was expected this 
month. 

"They talk of deferring that until 
next year. But Social Security will 
be taken out of that month, which 
also penalizes me. It 's money I will 
never recover." 

Boak said no plans have surfaced 
as yet as to the effects of layoffs in 
the prosecutor's office. He said 
when 25 positions were cut last year 
the department filed suit against the 
board of commissioners and an ap-
pellate court has aff i rmed their 
stand. I 

As for today, however, entertain-
ment expenses were the first to go 
in the family budget. That means 
Saturday nights a re spent at home. 

"The most depressing aspect of 
this is the political maneuverings 
going on. I don't see the situation 
getting any better next year. But I 
do see the same thing starting earli-
er next year. Instead of October, it'll 
begin in July." 

Asked if he has considered em-
ployment elsewhere, he said: "You 
always think of things like that in (a) 
crisis but it would be difficult for 
me to pick up and leave 12 years of 
seniority and a pension that is vest-
ed. 

"Of course , s o m e t i m e s one 
doesrj't have a choice." 

Stephen 
Boak • 

Prosecutor's 
office — chief 
of operations 

William 
Joyner 

County 
commissioner 

> 

Wayne County Commissioner Bill 
Joyner has been delegated to villian 
status in the eyes of many a county 
employee who saw a payless payday 
last week. 

As a member of the board, he 
shares responsibility for the coun-
ty's current financial mess. 

But while attempting to solve the 
county's financial crisis, Joyner 
must cope with a personal financial 
crisis. 

He isn't getting a paycheck either. 
Joyner is one of the few commis-

sioners who relies solely on the sal-
ary of the elected position for in-
come. Base pay is $16,200. Cost of 
living brings the annual income to 
about $19,500. 

WHEN HE was elected a~Tittle 

Andy Pruner Sheriffs 
deputy 

more than a year ago, he vowed to 
resign from his position in the ad-
vertising and public relations field 
and devote his full-time efforts to 
the job of commissioner. 

Now, he isn't sure if he can con-
tinue working without pay. 

"We're living off my wife's in-
come now," says Joyner. "She's a 
part-t ime schoolteacher with an an-
nual salary of $7,000. I may very 
well be forced into seeking other 
employment." 

The commissioner said he does 
not want to go back on his promise 
to devote full time to his elected off-
ice. 

"The district I represent has 
175,000 people. How can, I do them 

^ 

justice if I 'm working at something 
else?" 

JOYNER ALSO is concerned 
about the effect on his volunteer 
work. Both he and wife, Paula, are 
members of the Jaycee and Jay-
cette organizations. 

Both spend considerable time and 
money traveling throughout the 
state on weekends to work with 
chapters of the service clubs. Mrs. 
Joyner was recently appointed di-
rector of the walk for mankind that 
raises funds for Project Concern. 

The couple receives minimal 
reimbursement for their expenses; 
Joyner says he has not even asked 
for reimbursement for the past nine 
months. 

He also isn't receiving the $100 

week reimbursement for commis-
sioners' expenses. 

"But I still drive 60 miles back 
and forth from downtown Detroit 
each day and pay for parking." 

RESIGNING from office is a dif-
ficult alternative. As an elected offi-
cial, he cannot receive unemploy-
ment compensation. Resigning most 
likely would damage his political 
career, because it could be con-
strued as bailing out when the chips 
are down. 

Major banks are considering the 
legal implications of giving county 
employees cash in exchange for 
promissary notes and collecting 
from the county later. But Joyner 
says he is unsure if the provision 
would apply to commissioners. 

As of Friday, Wayne County Sher-
iff Deputy Andy Pruner wasn't sure 
if he was going to be paid or when 
he would be laid off. ( 

These things worry mm, to be 
sure, but they don't seem to dim his 
bouyant personality. 

(Pruner, 40, has been with the de-
par tment for nine years and is as-
signed to Plymouth Township road 
patrol. The Plymouth Township res-
ident is single, which puts him -in a 
better position to deal with the pay-
check uncertainties than some of his 
co-workers. 

"Oh, I'll get by. I can use my sav-
ings and lose the interest on them or 
borrow money and pay interest — 
either way I'll be paying to keep my 
job." 

Pruner isn't happy about that 
prospect, but says he has no inten-
tion of looking for another job. 
"First , I've got my age against me 
and second, I have all that t ime in-
vested in the county." 

He knows other deputies who may 
be forced t o j f c d any kind of work 
available in oroer to keep going. 
"There have been\a lot of layoffs 
during the past two years. Some of 
the officers who were laid off and 
just hired back haven't had t ime to 
recover financially." 

Although Pruner says he will be 
able to wait out the rough t ime ex-
pected to last through December, he 
forsees making some changes in his 
lifestyle. 

"I like to go to movies, but at the 
current prices, unless ' I can come 
across some theater-goer special, 

I'll be staying home more or just 
going to visit friends. I guess we'll 
be spending more time watching TV 
at home and having a beer than 
going out to the bar." 

Pruner, with a grin, added, "I'll 
have more time to read the latest 
news in the Observer, which I usual-
ly read before the News or Free 
Press." 

The county's financial problems 
have meant more to Pruner than 
simply not knowing from where the 
next paycheck will come. 

"This really set me back. All the 
time I worked for the government, I 
always thought it was the maximum 
in job security. 

"As it turns out, a f te r 183 years of 
serving the people, the county has 
gone broke. It 's kind of shattering." 

DEPUTY ANDY PRUNER 

Maurice Roache • Manning 
head 

Maurice Roache doesn't know if 
his job will even exist a f t e r Wayne 
County's financial mess is finally 
straightened out. 

Like other Wayne County employ-
ees, Roache did not receive his two-
week paycheck on Oct. 19 for work 
he performs as head of the Wayne 
County Planning department. He 
does not know if his name will be 
included on a layoff list which the 
county is compiling. 

But unlike many other county em-
ployees, Roache is faced with the 
possibility that his job will be elimi-
nated. 

County auditors have recom-
mended the elimination of the entire 
planning depar tment as a cost-cut-
ting measure. 

Roache, 45, of Plymouth Town-
ship, joined the county's planning 

staff 12 years ago. 
(As the major breadearner for a 

wife and three children, Roache is 
unabrstandably concerned about t l \e 
recommendation and the number o f ' 
paychecks he will miss. 

' BUT FOR NOW, Roache is taking 
life one day at a time. He continues 
to come to work each weekday 
morning like the other six members 
of department. 

.Roache said he has considered 
looking for another job, but hasn't 
actively sought another position yet. 

Although his wife, Margo, substi-
tute teaches in Plymouth-Canton 
Schools, Roache said her paycaecks 
a r e sporadic. She has talked abbut 
seeking a temporary job. 

"We're almost totally dependent 

(Continned on page 5A) 

Come spend the night 
in Shangri-La: their 
cracked ice collection 
sparkles like fine champagne 
Dress-^p in dazzle-and make it your night to shine. 
Shangri-La's cracked ice evening duo pours on the 
pizzazz with a sexy little slip dress and jacket to 
match. The secret behind all that sparkle?-flickering 
bits of glitter, permanently fused to Sil-Coni® poly-
ester in a black-on-black pattern guaranteed to 
garner all the attention you can handle. Skinny strap 
dress with side-slit skirt, $77. Soft-shaped jacket, $66. 
Misses' sizes, in Social Occasion, at Hudson's. 
• Sil-Coni is a registered trademark of Glen Raven Mills. Inc. 

Hudson's 
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A lonely swan 
Wonder why there now is only one swan in res idence on Phoenix 

Lake these days? The lone swan lost his mate in August when she was 
shot and killed by someone with a .22 rifle. His f irst mate suffered the 
s a m e fa t e two years ago. At that t ime Hargrave Garrison, who l ives 
on the hill overlooking the lake, found another swan. Swans will mate 
a second t i m e if they know their f irst mate is dead, says Garrison. 
When the ice freezes over the small body of water, the swan will be 
s a f e in winter quarters until spring when he may return for a lone-
s o m e s o j o u r n through the summer . (Staff photo by Gary Caskey) 

Baptist school closing sought 
ByTERI BAN AS 

A state fire marshal is pursuing civil 
charges to shut down Plymouth's Cen-
tral Baptist Temple School while its 
administrator-pastor is awaiting trial 
on criminal charges. 

Dr. Stanley Jenkins, who runs the 
kindergarten through 12th grade school 
for 36 students on Church Street, will 
appear Nov. 8 before Judge Dunbar 
Davis in Plymouth's 35th District 
Court. 

Jenkins, who was charged with a two 
count violation of the state building 
code, pleaded not guilty at an Oct. 22 
arraignment before Davis. 
, Since the one-room school facility 
opened its doors to K-12 instruction for 
the first time this fall, Jenkins has been 
charged with the misdemeanor, which 
carries a $500 fine and/or 90 days im-
prisonment. 

The misdemeanor cites the school's 
failure to obtain prior approval for its 
opening from the state school superin-
tendent and the state fire marshal. 

The charge also cites a failure to 
provide fire resistant material for the 
building's floors and roof. 

A warrant was issued by the Wayne 
County Prosecutor's office Oct. 19. Jen-
kins, while not arrested, appeared for 
arraignment the following Monday and 
was released without bond. 

MEANWHILE, State Fire Marshal 
Sgt. Walter Davenport said he has the 
authority under the same State School 
Building Law Act 306 to instigate a 
closing of the school on civil infrac-
tions. 

Under such civil actions, the proper-
ty owners could be named in the pro-
ceedings along with the church's offi-
cers (Jenkins). 

Davenport added he will contact the 

Canton ©bsrrUrr 

county prosecutor this week to "get 
this thing moving. 

"It doesn't make sense to prosecute 
this man and let it (the school) run," he 
added. 

Jenkins has secured legal counsel 
from the Gibs and Craze Law firm in 
Cleveland. The partnership represents 
Christian schools throughout the coun-
try. 

Jenkins has maintained that his con-

gregation and he are just as concerned 
about safety for the students as state 
officials. However, Jenkins doesn't be-
lieve state building codes should apply 
to privately run schools. 

He said he is ready to "test the Con-
stitution of the United Slates" to main-
tain his ministry's right to provide edu-
cation to children without state strings. 

The school's curriculum is based on 
national Christian school programming 

and is instilled with the teachings of the 
Bible in all courses. Only two of the) 
four teachers have received s ta tceer t i -
fication. 

Wayne County Prosecutor Robert 
Sage filed the warrant against Jenkins 
af ter the school had been operating for 
some six weeks because he wanted to 
give the administrator a chance to 
bring the school up to code 

Mobile home owners get hearing 
(Continued f rom page 1A) 
has not charged Futurnick with ^ny 
violations, although several complaints 
are under investigation. 

Futuhiick insists the rent hikes are 
the result of economic necessity, not a 
retaliation against tenants and the 
Michigan Mobile Home Association for 
making complaints and filing lawsuits. 

MYERS SAID the hikes are retalia-
tory. "I think the increase is unjustifi-
able in terms of inflation. A raise of 40 
percent or more is price gouging," 

Myers said. 
Myers said the hike should have 

been made on a gradual basis, especial-
ly in Royal Holiday Park .where resi-
dents are predominantly senior citi-
zens. / 

He does not support the rent control 
board suggested by the tenant group. "I 
would rather see the legislation sug-
gested by Attorney General Frank Kel-
ley, which says a landlord must bar-
gain collectively with a tenant's associ-
ation for rent increases," he said. 

Meanwhile, the Canton Township 

Board of Trustees has already sched-
uled a special meeting on the issue at 7 
p.m. Tuesday in the township hall. The 
Board may set up a task force to inves-
tigate. 

The commission hearing follows a 
series of meetings among the various 
mobile home interests For example, 
Marshall's group met with township of-
ficials two weeks ago in a private ses-
sion to discuss the charges. Canton Su-
pervisor Noel Culbert has also met 
with Futurnick to discuss what could 
be done to solve the tenant complaints 

From our readers 
Pleased with Pur sell 

Editor: 

Congratulations to Carl Pursell for 
formally soliciting the opinions of 
women on "women's issues" at a recent 
local gathering. 

We are pleased that Carl is in the 
forefront of elected representatives to 
the U.S. Congress who are at least at-
tempting to assess the needs of 51.6 
percent of their constituency, and then, 
hopefully, to push legislation to meet 
those needs. 

Double kudos to Margaret Miller 
who made Carl's meetings in the tri-
county area he serves the subject of her 
Oct. 18 editorial. 

Because credit should be given 
where credit is due, let it be noted that 
the stimulus for Pursell's meetings (as 
well as those of state Sen. Doug Ross in 
a neighboring district) came from the 
National Organization (NOW) which 
has been lobbying for a Homemaker's 
(Women's) Bill of Rights for several 
years now. before a committee of the 

U.S. House of Representatives about 
the need for legislation protecting dis-
placed homemakers. women in midlife, 
women in poverty, etc. It is expected 
that the 96th Congress will consider the 
legislation proposed 

Anyone interested in securing a copy 
of Ellie's testimony and the suggested 
Bill of Rights may secure it from our 
local NOW chapter ? 

ELIZBETH C KELLEY 
Northwest Wayne County Chapter 

NOW 
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Newsstand per copy 25c 
Carrier . monthly $1.25 

Get a headstart on your hair fashion1 

$2°° off 
any professional 

hair service 
of11000 or more 
New customers, 

^only-thru 11-3-7^ 
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DR. R I C H A R D H E L I G M A N 

Announces 

the opening of his new office 

as a 

P o d i a t r i s t - F o o t S p e c i a l i s t 
in the 

Bentley Clinic 
851 S. Main 

Plymouth 

V 455-3669 Office Hours by Appointment y 

All Locations 
Storewide Sale 
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Styling for men and women. 
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Canton, Michigan 48187 Hair Care 
Telephone (313) 453-2890 ™ ^ C e n t e r 

FALL SPECIALS 
M U M S 31A" POT 9 9 0 
FULL BUSHY PLANTS 6" POT $ 3 # * 

£ FIREWOOD. .*40 FACE CORDPICKED UP 

^ BIRD SEED 10LBS.
 $13# 

9900 ANN ARBOR-PLYMOUTH RD. (M-14) 
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^^fiderson music 
637 S. Main Plymouth 453-2900 

HALI&, 
0BEN 

S e n i o r 
portraits? 

SPECIAL PRICES 

From now 
through Oct. 

STUDIO 
O It A P H Y 

600 

West 

Ann Arbor 

Trail * 
Downtown Plymouth 

453-4181 

- KJ 

Ladies 

Dress, Casual & Sport Shoes 

SAVE and MORE 
d 

Ladies 

Leather Fashion 

Boots 

SAVE 

BIG SAVINGS! 

Guitars 
•Amps 
•Drums 
• Supplies 

' • P i a n o s ^ 

•Organs 
•School 
Instruments 

'Synthesizers 4 

Complete 
Music 

Lesson 
Program 

ON SALE NOW 
IN PLYMOUTH/CANTON 

New York Times 

Wall Street Journal 

Chicago Tribune 

Barron's 

Dally & Sunday 
By 7:30 A.M. 

At these local stores 
and News stands: 

BEYER DRUGS 
BOOK BREAK 

/ HARVARD BOOK 
KINQ8 ROW DRUGS 
LITTLE PROFESSOR 

WILTSIE DRUGS 
RICHARDSON'S 

PLYMOUTH HILTON 
7-11 

"ALL THE NEWS 
THAVS. 

FIT TO PRINT' 

* 

Mens 

Dress, Casual 

& Sport Shoes 

SAVE and MORE 

Save 15% & more on Children's Shoes! 
Now thru November 4th 

153 S. Main. NORTHVILLE 
Mon to 7 pfn, Thur*. ft Frt. to • pm 

Mft-OMO 
123 S MMn, PLYMOUTH 

Mon 10 7 pm. Thun. ft Ffi. to • pm 

131 E Lafca. SOUTH LYON 
Friday 'til • pm 

437 MIS 
Bt«Mon MoH. BRIGHTON 
Daily to t pm Sunday lift 

23«27«0 
Matro Plow MoH. WAYNE 

Mon. to 7 »««i. Thttn ft Frl talpm 
73V-M30 

O'aot OahiMa* ROCHESTER 
Man'« Shop Lad Ma ft CMMim'i Saton 

Thun. ft Fri. to • pm 
and S Location In Indiana W1 7«13 


