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Union wants school board to change stand

The teachers’ union Monday night
asked the school board to recoasider its
rejection of the factfinder's recommen-
dations and to clarify its position on
binding arbitration.

The questions were asked in a pres-
entation to the board by three officers
of the Plymouth-Canton Education As-
sociation: Johrr Ryder, president; Tom
Cotner, vice president; and Derald Mc-
Kinley, chief negotiator.

Ryder made it clear at the outset
that the PCEA was not negotiating di-
rectly with the board or trying to cir-
cumvent the bargaining process.

Ryder also stressed that the PCEA’s
position on the compounding salary is-
sue was not “a devious attempt to bar-
gain upward from what we both had
considered to be an agreement.”

COTNER NOTED that neither side
was ‘“excited” about the settlement

proposed by factfinder George Gallen
Jr. on Sept. 9. '

“But the board voted to approve it
and the association did the same when
it returned to work. Afterwards, when
the disagreement was discovered, the
association negotiators were accused
of dishonesty by the board’s attorney.”

It was at the union’s request, Cotner
added, that Gullen was asked to issue
the clarification of his Sept. 9 recom-
mendation.

After reading highlights from the
three-page Gullen clarifica tion report,
Cotner said: “When the board voted to
reject that clarification in an about-
face move, we were appalled. Some
have chosen to question the integrity of
the board. I don’t yet. But we do have
some real doubts about the legal firm
representing the board.

“Your decision to employ that firm

was a mistake — it has gained you

nothing. Their advice to reject the fact-
finder's clarification was a breach of
good-faith bargaining because both
sides had accepted the original Gullen
report. The teachers deserve better.”
In asking for the board to reconsider
its rejection, Cotner concluded: “Let’s
put this matter to rest by making a de-
cision in the best interest of the school
district, and not at the advice of an out-
side attorney. There’s more at stake
here than just the difference over mon-

ey'”

MCKINLEY ALSO asked the board
to reconsider its Oct. 15 rejection of
Gullen’s clarification and asked
whether the board had rejected binding
arbitration as a means of settling the
dispute. :

(The PCEA had learned from the
board’s bargaining team that the
school board wanted the appeal taken

Residents get breather
on water bill paymenis

Homeowners will have 90 extra days
to pay their water bills under a town-
ship board resolution demanded by res-
idents faced with $100-$200 bills.

Canton board members unanimously
approved the extension Tuesday night
for all residential water customers. A
10 percent late penalty will be dropped
for customers who have already
received their bills and for those who
will be billed Nov. 1.

Township board members alsn di-
rected the administration to research
means for reducing the impact of bills
and submit its findings within 30 days.

Approximately 175 residents who
live north of Ford Road attended Tues-
day’s meeting to demand more time to
pay their bills, which are apparently
averaging more than $100.

The residents were the first to
receive bills which reflect a full quar-
ter of water and sewer use at a higher,
June 1 rate. Their bills covered the
heavy water consumption period of
June through August.

Residents who live south of Palmer
received bills for the July through Sup-
tember period last week. Citizens who
live between Ford and Palmer will
receive bills for the months of August
through October in November.

THE BILLS reflect a 35 percent rate
increase approved by the Canton board
last spring at the recommendation of

the Seidman & Seidman accounting
firm. i

The rate increase covers higher
charges which Canton must pay to the
Detroit Water Board. The new rate
structure also covers depreciation on
the water and sewer system and inter-
est payments on the township’s $7.2
million sewer and water debt.

Supervisor Noel Culbert announced a

- proposal last week that would have

abolished the June 1 rate hike and
phased in the 35 percent increase over
a one- or two-year period.

But finance director Mike Gorman
told the board Tuesday night that the
feasibility of Culbert’s proposal is
doubtful in light of new requirements
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA).

The EPA requires communities to
bill water customers for interest and
depreciation in order to become eligi-
ble for federal water and sewer grants,
Gorman said. Culbert’s recommenda-
tion would charge customers for only a
portion of interest costs and deprecia-
tion.

A resolution unanimously approved
by the board directs the township ad-
ministration to contact the EPA and
determine if Culbert’s proposal could
be implemented.

The resolution also directs the ad-
ministration to research other means
for reducing the bills, including the

Local man charged
in restaurant run-in

A 32-year-old Canton man has been
charged with a felony for deliberately
striking a customer of the Roman Fo-
rum restaurant with his automobile
Monday night.

Robert Hissong, 40, of Belleville, was
taken to Wayne County General Hospi-
tal for treatment of cuts and bruises
following the 10:30 p.m. incident in the
restaurant parking lot. He was re-
leased later that night.

Hissong told police that Eric Sturdy,
of 1179 Heritage, deliberately hit him
with his automobile after the two ar-
gued in the restaurant over Sturdy’s al-
leged use of obscene language.

inside
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. Please be ready, and be sure 10 save

count .on the next classified ad that
you place in your hometown newspa-

Hissong said he walked to Sturdy’s
table in the Roman Forum and asked
him to talk more quietly, according to
police. Hissong said that Sturdy left the
restaurant first and waited for him in
the parking lot.

Sturdy was arraigned on charges of
felonious assault by means of a motor
vehicle before 35th District Court
Judge James Garber on Tuesday.

Garber entered a plea of innocence
on Sturdy’s behalf and released him on
$5,000 personal bond. Examination has
been scheduled for Oct. 29. :

The felony charge carries a maxi-
mum four-year jail sentence.

Your Observer carrier will be stopping
by this week to collect for the month.

your receipt-it's worth a $1.00 dis-

/

possibility of installing a separate
meter for outside water use,

SEWER BILLS are currently based
on water consumption. That method for
tabulating the bills ig based on the
premise that tap water goes down the
drain into the sanitary sewer system
and back to the Detroit Wastewater
Treatment Plant.

But water used for lawns and other
outdoor purposes does not enter the

sanitary sewer system. Water that is

not absorbed in soil enters the storm
sewer system.

“Why should I pay a sewer charge
for watering my grass?” objected one
resident at Tuesday’s meeting.

Under the dual water meter system,
sewer bills would be tabulated on the
basis of indoor water use only.

Other suggestions of residents and
officials to reduce the bite of future
bills include:

* The implementation of an equal
payment plan to eliminate high bills
for the summer months. Annual water
bills would be estimated, and payments
would be spread over all four billing
periods.

* Billing periods of two months in-
stead of three months to reduce the
amoun; of each bill.

* A rotating billing cycle among each
of Canton’s three water districts.
Ledger-two residents — those who live

rth of Ford Road — receive water
bills for the heaviest consumption peri-
od of June through August each year.
The proposal would stagger the billing
ycles through a one-time reduction in

e billing period.

Gorman, Clerk John Flodin and the
wnship's accountants have been in-

' structed to study those suggestions.

to an administrative law judge of the
Michigan Employment Relations Com-
mission, MERC, rather than to binding
arbitration.)

Tom Yack, board president, said the
board has not ruled out binding arbitra
tion as an alternative but feels there
are other avenues which should be con-
sidered.

McKinley then asked if the school
board would refuse to pay the com-
pounded salary in dispute regardless of
any third party decision.

Yack said it was his understanding
that if any third party ruled in favor of
the PCEA position the school board
would pay. No member of the school
board objected to Yack’s statement
when he asked if other trustees held a
different view.

Yack further commented that there
may never have been a disagreement
on the actual language concerning

Cost-of-Living Allowance (COLA) com-
pounding.

“We did agree to the factfinder's
opinion on Sept. 9 and wanted to follow
it to the letter. Qur position, which was
made known, was that the percentage
of increase was not to exceed those
found in the factfinder’s report — 9
percent the first year for those at the
top of the scale, and 8 percent for all
others; and 8.5 percent the second and
third years.

“We didn’t care, and don't care, how
you slice it as long as the 8.5 percent is
not exceeded. Therein lies the disagree-
ment the parties have.

“The board doesn’t want to limit it-
self to binding arbitration because
there are other methods which might
be more just and quicker. There are a
number of ways to reach conclusion on
this difference and binding arbitration
is just one method.

“We have not ruled out binding arbi-
tration,” added Yack, “but wish both
parties would explore other avenues

Yack then expressed the board's
wish that both sides will honor the ten-
tatively agreed upon contract until rat-
ification is achieved. Yack added the
board is paying teachers at the new
rate as interpreted by the board and
the board is honoring the new
grievance section and other agreed-
upon language

McKinley answered that the union
has honored all other aspects of the
tentative agreement as has the board.

Sometime within the next two weeks,
tentatively on Nov. 9, both sides will
meet with the MERC law judge on un-
fair labor practice charges and ask
whether the compounding pay dispute
will be considered.

}

From rags to ri

to dolls such as Ann and Andy, the bazaar will offer
doll houses, crafts, pottery and other items for sale.
Lunch will be served. There will be six varietres of
homemade soups, cookies and ice cream as well as
tea and coffee. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

That could be the title of the story about these two
huggable dolls, held by Madelyn Bastian. Ms. Bastian
is chairwoman of a bazaar to be held from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 10 at Cherry Hill Methodist
Church, Ridge Road south of Cherry Hill. In addition
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ue to building slump

Trustees want budget even tighter

At least $121,000 could be sliced
from Canton’s tight-fisted budget pro-

‘pasal for 1980 because of fears that

building permit revenues will not meet
anticipations. '

the township board votes to reduce

he budget which it must approve next

lesday night, finance director Mike

jrman says at least three members of

building department will have to be

. The $3.9 million proposed budget al-
ready falls some $260,000 short of this
year’s $4.1 million general fund be-
cayse of a decrease in stale revenue
funds and other monies.

: Robert Greenstein and Ste-
en Larson want anticipated revenues

he budget to be reduced by at least
$121,000 more.

baged on the premise that a slow-down
e township’s decade-old construc-
boom will not pick up next year.

and Culbert predicted that

| in a position where we’re

1,000 new homes will not be built in
Canton next year.

Only 600 permits for new homes
have been issued so far this year.
Greenstein and Larson predict that no
more than 750 homes will be built next
year because of a continuing plummet
in the state of the economy.

Gorman said revenues would be re-
duced by at least $121,000 if the trus-
tees’ projections are accurate. Con-
struction permits support the building
department, and Gorman said lay-offs
would occur there. ‘

Culbert favors keeping construction
revenue projections at the 1,000-home
level and reviewing the budget after
the fiscal year begins on Jan. 1. He said

building department employees would

be laid off at the time the budget is °

reviewed, if construction activity falls
below ons,

“If we're a budget, let’s
be on the conserverative side,” Green-
stein said in the hall packed
with residents. “We're all of a sudden
trying to gen-

mtel,Mhomu.OurWhtrylng

to push development instead of the gen-
eral theory of this board to slow it
lm”

Gregnstein also questioned a previ-
> ¥ :

“ 4

ous board decision to split the cost of
paving Haggerty, between Joy and
Warren, with the Wayne County Road
Commission in order to spur the sale of
township-owned industrial land on
Haggerty.

The budget earmarks $125,000 for
the paving project. Greenstein main-
tains that the person or corporation
which purchases the land should
finance the paving.

Gorman said the township’s agree-
ment with the road commission has not
been finalized.

TUESDAY'’S HEARING was sched-
uled as a public hearing on the 1980
budget proposal, but only one citizen
addressed the issue.

Gary Roberts said a strict account-
ing system should be kept on the mile-
age of township cars used by employ-
ees. No records are kept on township-
financed gasoline or on the odometers

of cars which employees take home.

Also considered Tuesday night was a
proposal for use of 1980 federal reve-
nue sharing funds, which will total ap-
proximately $480,000.

Gorman has suggested earmarking
$250,000 for park development and the
purchase of park sites. Approximately
$80,000 would be used to offset the cost
of operating the Canton Police Depart-
ment. The remainder would be used to
purchase township vehicles and equip-
ment.

“I agree that purchasing parks is
very, very important,” said Greenstein.
“But when we’re entering a financially
critical time, I wonder if we can afford
$250,000 for parks.”

Under the township charter, the op-
erating and revenue sharing budgets
must be approved by Oct. 31. The
board has scheduled a special meeting
for Oct. 30 to approve the budgets.

‘Our budget is trying to push development
instead of the general theory of this board to

slow it down.’

— Trustee Robert Greenstein
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Average homeowner pays $12 mii)re

Board adopts $34 million budget

After nine months work and numer-
ous public hearings, the Plymouth-Can-
ton Board of Education Monday night
formally adopted the operating budget
for fiscal year 1979-80.

And with that long of a process, there
really were no suprises when the school
board approved the $34 million budget.

. The operating budget is based on a |
tax levy of 35.26 mills|($35.26 per |
$1,000 state equalized valuation) for |
operation and 3.72 mills for debt pay-
ments.

This compares to the 19?8-79 levy of |

33.45 for operation and 5
debt retirement.

Plymouth-Canton

~ OBITUARIES

CATHERINE VAN TASSEL

Funeral services for Mrs. Van Tas-
sel, 50, of Shadywood, Plymouth Town-
ship, were held recently in Schrader
Funeral Home, Plymouth, with burial
in Riverside Cemetery. Officiating was
Pastor W. Carlton Younge. Memorial
contributions may be made to the
Michigan Cancer Foundation.

Mrs. Van Tassel, who died Oct. 19 in
Botsford Hospital, Farmington Hills,
had been a bank teller for both Bank of
the Commonwealth and National Bank
of Detroit up to five years ago. She was
a member of the Alpha Baptist Church
and a past president of Ladies Auxili-
ary Post 3941. Survivors include: hus-
band, James, mother, Dora Eads of
Livonia; daughter, Debra of Plymouth;
sisters, Virginia Stull of Canton and
Malinda Wivell of Livonia; brothers,
George and Howard Eads, both of
Westland

LOUISE V. STACK

Funeral services for Mrs. Stack, 90,
of Haggerty Road, Plymouth, were
held recently in Our Lady of Good
Counsel Catholic Church, Plymouth,
with burial in Knollw.nd Cemetery. Of-
ficiating was the Rev. } - Jim Jagielski
and arrangements wer. made by
Schrader Funeral Home.

Mrs. Stack, who died Oct. 13 in Bots-
ford Hospital, was a homema'er and
member of Our Lady of Good Counsel
Church. Survivors include: son, Francis
of Sante Fe, N.M.; daughter, Irene Hen-
derson of Detroit; sister, Sister Juliana;
three grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

The
Village Stripper
Takes it ALL off!

140 E. LIBERTY

PLYMOUTH
455-3141

Tues.-Sat.

10am 6pm

MYRTLE A. ROG?JRS

Func.lral services for Mrs| Rogers, 74,
of Charnwvod, Plymouth, were held re-
cently in First United Presbyterian
Church of Plymouth with burial in Ev-
ergreen Cemetery. Officiating was the
Rev. Philip R. Magee and arrange-
ments were made by LamPert Funeral
Home, Plymouth.

Mrs. Rogers, who died Oct. 22 in
Garden City Osteopathic Hospital, had
moved to Plymouth in 1974. She was a
retired bookkeeper for Roger’s Tool
and Die Co., Detroit, and a member of
the First United Presbyterian Church
of Plymouth. Survivors include: son,
James of Porta Verde, Fla.; daughter,
Sue Basinger of Lima, Ohio; brothers,
Elmer and Henry Haggen; sisters, Eve-
lyn Chesney, Margaret Boos, Ruth Hon-
kanen; 10 grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

RUTH ERIKSSON HOLCOMB

Services for Mrs. Holcomb, a former
Smith Elementary School principal in
Plymouth, were Oct. 19 from the
Manns-Ferguson Funeral Home, Livo-
nia. Dr. Henry Walch, of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Plymouth, officiat-
ed. Burial was in Grand Lawn Ceme-
tery.

Mrs. Holcomb, who was 72, died Oct.
15 in the Middlebelt Nursing Home,
Livonia, where she had been living.

She is survived by two nephews, John
and Rodger Erikson; and three nieces,
Pauline Erikson, Mrs. Ann Lindemann,

and Mrs. Kathleen Oberg.
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In keeping pace with today’s active
lifestyle, Lapham’s wants to introduce you
to a special cut suit. Contoured with broad
shoulders and slimming waist eliminating
extensive alterations  while as#uring that
desired comfort and appearance. Custom
fitted in our own tailoring shop.
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17 mills for |

The 38.98 total millage levy for '79-
80 will cost about $1,325 for the owner
of a $70,000 home or about $12 more
than last year.

RAY HOEDEL, assistant superin-
tendent for instruction, noted that in-

| struction accounts for almost 60 per-

|

cent of the total expenses with the next
highest cost category being mainte-
nance/plant operation at about 14 per-
cent.

Expenses for the coming year are up
some $4.7 million or 16.2 percent,
Hoedel said, with most of the higher
costs due to rising student enrollment,
additional staff, and general inflation.

With student enrollment up 4.8 per-
cent over last year, Hoedel said, addi-
tional staff hired so far includes: 12 ele-
mentary, five middle school, and four
high school instructors; 4.5 special edu-

Jogger is injured
by hit & run driver

A Livonia man has been charged
with leaving the scene of an accident
after a jogger was struck by a car on
Ann Arbor Road Monday night, Wayne
County sheriffs said.

Mitchell Eidemiller, 27, was arrest-
ed at his Livonia home Monday by
sheriffs investigating the hit-and-run
accident involving Timothy Schroepfer,
32, of Canton Township. Eidemiller
‘was released the following day pending
further investigation by police.

No arraignment date was set.

Schroepfer was hit about 7:30 p.m.
while jogging on the south side of Ann
Arbor Road, just east of General Drive
in Plymouth Township. He was taken
to St. Mary Hospital where he was list-
ed Tuesday in stable condition in the
intensive care unit. He suffered exten-
sive leg injuries.

Schroepfer is employed at Ford Mo-
tor Co., Dearborn, in the Latin Ameri-

}
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cation teachers; an elementary assist-
ant principal; about 12 bus drivers: a
bus mechanic; and a helping teacher
for the talented and gifted program,
among others.

Another expense related to student
growth, Hoedel added, is'the purchase
of 17 new full-size buses and three
mini-buses, of which seven are replace-
ments for worn-out vehicles.

N

ON THE EXPENSE side, Hoedel
said, instruction is up $2.9 million or
17.7 percent, support services up al-
most $1.6 million or 13.8 percent, and
projects up $216,440 or 19.4 percent.

The total local,tax base, upon which
the millage is levied, 1% weeks if spent
for operation.

According to the district’s auditors,
Hoben added, the schools now are
exceeding spending $1 million a week
for operation.

can Division. Police say his employers
described him as “a young man with a
promising career.”

Police say a witness, Robert Brown
of Novi, described the car that struck
Schroepfer as a 1978 Oldsmobile. Po-
lice added that Brown followed the
Oldsmobile east on Ann Arbor Road for
about two miles aftcr witnessing the
accident. After securing the license
number, he returned to check on
Schroepfer. Schroepher was still lying
near the road, undiscovered by passing
totorists.

Police traced the license number
supplied by Brown to the Livonia man’s
house. According to police Brown said
he saw two people in the Oldsmobile.

In addition to the hit-and-run charge,
Eidemiller was charged with drinking
while driving and possession of mari-
juana.

Dot Now!
$649,

Chair Reg. $1,023.50

Genuine leather appeals to 5 major senses —
sight, touch, smell, good taste and economy.

By the yard, fine leather does cost more: by the
year, leather costs less. It breathes so it won't
make you feel warm; it never retains odors . . .
seams won't tear, colors won’t fade, the surface
won’tstretch . . . scuffs and scratches melt into
the surface. The more you use it, thesmore
beautiful it gets . . . simply dust it or wipe it with
soap and water. And what makes it even more
desirable are the sale prices at Towne & Country
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Save 30 on film & flash of your choice
Kodak Kodacolor. Kodachrome film only
SALE GOOD THRU NOVEMBER 3. 1979

| wmmm PLUS  o——
with edch roll of film purchased at this spe
price you will receive 4
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Interiors. 21 units for immediate delivery, or you
may special order in your choice of 8 fine top
grain leather colors at these same prices.

Sale ends November 3, 1979.
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The Towne and Country Treatment
You'll find no salespeople at Towne and
Country Interiors — only IDS and ASID
interior designers to help you. Our pay-
no-moge policy and 3 year construction
warranty ensure your satisfaction.
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Scuba diving pastime
extends through the fall

By DARLENE STINSON

October may seem like a strange
time for a dip in a Michigan lake.

But Dave Beer, like other diving en-
thusiasts, doesn’t think it's unusual at
all to jump into water that’s near the
freezing mark and stay under for an
hour or so.

Beer, who manages Tom & Jerry's
Scuba Sports Shop in Canton Township,
describes October and November “as
the end of the ‘hot’ season for diving.”

The divers are garbed in wet suits, of
course, which keep them ‘“reasonably
warm,” Beer says. !

So, while others are bundling up
against the brisk autumn wind, Beer is
diving in lakes that are half covered
with ice.

When ice completely covers the wa-
ter surface, many engage in the haz-
ardous sport of ice diving.

Beer, an 18-year-old Garden City
resident, has not tried his hand at those
types of dives yet.

The sport involves cutting a triangu-
lar hole in the ice and shoveling snow
from an X-shaped area surrounding the
opening. The lines, which are visible
beneath the ice, lead the diver back to
the hole as do ropes strung between the
diver and his “buddies” on the surface.

BUT BEER ADMITS that diving —
even in hot weather — is not for every-
one. The store he manages in the Kings
Row Shopping Center at Warren and
Lilley is not aimed at the average per-
son on the street.

Nonetheless, Beer says that diving is
gaining popularity.

He began the sport at age 11 under
the tutelage of a family friend, wha is a
licensed diving instructor.

“It’s a different world,” Beer said of

the scenery beneath the surface of a
lake or ocean. “You're in their world,”
he said, referring to the marine life.

Diving, however, is not a sport that
the novice can easily jump into.

In order to rent scuba gear, divers
must show certification from the
YMCA or the Professional Association
of Diving Instructors. The licenses are
issued upon successful completion of a
36-hour diving course.

Divers can buy scuba gear, which in-
cludes a wet suit and breathing appara-
tus, without a license. But Beer says a
complete outfit of average quality
costs about $500 — a purchase which a
novice rarely makes.

Tom & Jerrys’ business is equally
split between the sale and rental of all
types of diving equipment, Beer said.
The store also offers classes in scuba
diving which are held in pools at Plym-
outh Canton High School or the Honey
Tree apartment complex.

THE CLASSES are recommended
even for those who plan to buy scuba
gear, because of the potential dangers
involved in the sport.

Scuba diving involves dives to depths
of 60 feet or less with a wet suit and
breathing apparatus.

Other types of dives include skin div-
ing (to depths of 20 feet without equip-
ment), snorkeling (just beneath the wa-
ter surface with fins, mask and snork-
el), ocean or commerical diving (to ex-
tremely low depths), and diving in
caves, at night and under ice.

Beer said classes are recommended
for those who wish to cave dive or ice
dive. His store does not offer those
types of courses.

Tom & Jerry's is currently offering
four classes in scuba diving which meet
two nights a week for four weeks.

To graduate from the course and

receive certification, students must
pass a written examination, swim 12
laps of the pool, show proficiency in

breathing techniques and successfully )

complete three dives in an Ohio quarry.

Beer said the trip to Ohio is sched-
uled until the quarry is covered with
ice.

Students must demonstrate knowl-
edge of the proper amount of time to
stay at various depths and the amount
of time they should take to surface.

Ascending too fast or staying down
too long can lead to high concentration
of nitrogen in body tissues, a condition
which can cause death.

According to Beer, instructors rec-
ommend dives no deeper than 60 feet
for amateurs, because the risks in-
crease at deeper depths.

MICHIGAN is generally regarded as
the third best state in the continental
United States for scuba diving because
of the underwater scenery that the
Great Lakes offer, Beer said.

Lake Superior offers the best clarity
for scuba divers, while many ship
wrecks can be found in Lake Huron,
particulary around the Alpena area.

According to Beer, votes for the best
scuba-diving state usually go to Cali-
fornia. Florida is generally regarded as
second best.

\'Tom & Jerry’s, which was opened in
Kings Row last January, is one of four
squba shops owned by Tom Dehring.
Other stores are located in Dearborn
Heights, St. Clair Shores and Utica.

Beer, who works alone at the Canton
store, was employed as a restaurant
dishwasher become coming to Tom &
Jerry’s where he combines his diving
enthusiasm with work.

“It sure beats washing dishes,” he
said.

T'erminally ill given help
coping with own mortality

By ARLENE VANDERLEUN

One woman reaches back to youthful
days in Europe during World War 11 by
reading “Diary of Anne Frank,” a book
about a Dutch girl who died in a Nazi
concentration camp.

A man reminisces about a “rich,” in-
teresting life — facts which may be put
on tape or in book form for others to
share. Another person enjoys the beau-
ty of fresh-picked flowers.

These people share two things in
common: First, they are patients at
Westland Convalescent Center, on War-
ren Road, west of Wayne Road. And
second, they are considered “termi-
nal.”

They are dying.

The reality of institutional medicine
means schedules, routine and a certain
lack of the personal touch. But these
terminally ill persons are getting that

personal touch, thanks to the volun-
teers of a “hospice” program which be-
gan a few weeks ago at the 230-bed
nursing home.

Under the plan, volunteers will be
matched with terminal patients, in
terms of interest and similarity of
background. Volunteers then will visit
them regularly and begin to create a
more personal, friendly atmosphere
where the terminal patient is “boss.”

Only a few patients now are on the
program, with more to be added later
as they can be matched with volun-
teers.

“Hospice,” which means a place for
sick or poor is a concept which origi-
nated during the Middle Ages, as Euro-
pean monks cared for people who need-
ed help--the sick, the poor and the dy-

ing.

thro

Fun house opening

Metropolitan chapter March of Dimes poster child Debbie Ott,5, of
Canton, is joined by Oakland chapter poster child Jason Kraemer, 3,
of Madison Heights, Marilyn O’Connor and friend Mona from the chil-
dren’s show “Hot Fudge.” CKLW disc jockey Pat Holiday and some
Halloween friends help Debbie cut the ribbon at the opening of the
March of Dimes fun house at Northland Center. There are other fun
houses at Eastland, Westland and Southland shopping malls. The fun
houses, are sponsored by Burger King, CKLW radio and are offered
ugﬁ the cooperation of the metro area malls and Kroger. All fun
houses will be open through Oct. 31 from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday and during regular mall hours on the weekend. Admis-

a sion of $1 is charged.

More recently, hospices have devel-
oped in other areas--especially Great
Britain-—-as a treatment system which
focuses on easing pain and creating
support for“terminally ill patients and
th§ir families.

n 1971, the first
American hospice | was
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Dave Beer, manager of Tom & Jerry's Scuba Sports Shop, models one of the wet suits available
at the store. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

t

established in New Ha-
ven, Conn. Since then, the
movement is mushroom-
ing“r

National figures show
that about 130 now are in
operation, with many
more being planned.

The heart of the hos-
pice plan at Westland
Convalescent Center is to
create, whenever possi-
ble, a setting that re-
flects the needs of the
terminally ill patient.
That could mean home-
cooked meals or treats,
visits from persons who
don’t see them as “pa-
tients,” and a familiar at-
mosphere

It isn’t always neces-
sary for terminally ill
persons to be kept in a
hospital, but “they need
special care,” explains
Magdalene Jaeckel, coor-
dinagtor of the convales-
cent center’s budding
program.

sides the obvious

for medical care,
there is a longing to be
with people who “don’t
look at them as a pa-
tient,” she added.

e program at West-
land Convalescent Center
currently is being offered
only to patients. Howev-
er, the center is working
on plans to offer in-ser-
vice training to area resi-
dents who have patients
staying at home.

| ose plans are ex-
pected to be completed in
anotiber month or so. |,

“ will be a commu-
nity | service,” said Judy
Gilbert, R.N., adminis-
trator for the nursing
home. “This will help re-
lieve (families). Not ev-
is able to get a
g nurse.”

. Jaeckel praises

ects,| parties, etc. But she
adds that most ‘“shy
away’ from the termi-

It's all in focus now:
save on Tasco binoculars

. sale 29.99

Reg. 39.95. Tasco 304 7x35 binoculars
are perfect for hunting, sports, boating and
such. They're lightweight, so they're easy to
take anywhere. Case Included. 150 units.*

sale 79.99

Reg. 99.55. Tasco 101 zoom binoculars;
from 7 to 15 power; 80 units.*

sale 29.99

Reg. 34.95.Tasco 560 compact sport
glasses; 2'2 power; 80 units.*

IR

In Hudson's Cameras, all stores except
Grand Rapids, Saginaw and Lansing.

*Total units available at Metropolitan Detroit Hudson's
stores while quantities last.

= hudsons
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