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Water bill hike
may be halted

A stormy protest over high water
bills has led to a proposal by Supervi-
sor Noel Culbert to abolish a June 1
rate hike and phase in the increased
rates over a one- or two-year period.

Culbert said he will present his pro-
posal to the township board at Tues-
day’s regular meeting.

If the idea is approved, residents who
have already received bills for the
June-through-August period will
receive a credit equaling the difference
between the rate established June 1
and the phased-in rate.

Culbert said the credit would be ap-
plied toward next quarter’s water and
sewer bill.

The rate increase, which took effect
June 1, totaled 45 cents per 1,000 gal-
lons to bring the total rate to $1.83 per
1,000 gallons.

THE BILLS, which were mailed Oct.

Master
plan still
in works

In 1975, township officials began
work on a generalized plan for the de-
velopment of Canton Township.

Four years later, the zoning ordi-
nance that is needed to implement a
revised masfer plan is still not ready
for passage. The revisions mandated by
a change in administrations and philo-
sophies have not been approved.

Planning commission chairman Rob-
ert Padget admits that no one can say
for sure when the final master plan and
zoning ordinance will be adopted.

The commission has scheduled a sec-
ond hearing on the proposed master

.plan revisions for Monday, Nov. 12 at

township hall. Padget hoﬂa planners
will give final approval to the plan af-
ter the hearing.

BUT THE ZONING ordinance and
map, which is needed to carry out the
master plan’s intent, will not be ready
for the public hearing stage until at
least January, Padget said. He hopes
the planning commission will submit
its recommendation on the ordinance
to the township board by February or
March.

The master plan designates areas of

(Continued on page 4A)

5 to citizens living north of Ford Road,
apparently averaged more than $100.

Residents of nine subdivisions have
pledged to attend Tuesday’s township
board meeting to request more time to
pay the bills, according to Vickie Bri-
den of Windsor Park.

The township board meeting is
scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday at the ad-
ministration bulldmg on Canton Center
near Proctor.

Ms. Briden said residents plan to ask
the township board to extend the time
period for paying the bills and drop all
late penalties “because the bills are for
such high amounts of money.”

According to Ms. Briden, approxi-
mately 40 residents .gathered in the
home of Maria LaGrow in Windemere
subdivision last week to discuss the
course of action they should take to
protest the bills. She said citizens
learned of the meeting “through word
of mouth.”

Supervisor Culbert said he personal-
ly will vote to waive the late charges
for the Oct. 5 bills.

“I want people to know that there is
sympathy at township hall,” Culbert
said of the high bills. “We’re not ogres
here. We're not getting a percentage of
the bills.”

According to Culbert, the June 1 rate
increase was recommended by the
Seidman & Seidman accounting firm to
cover depreciation of the water and
sewer system as well as payments on
the township’s $7.2 million water and
sewer debt.

CULBERT CALLED the rate in-
crease necessary, but blamed himself
and other township officials for their
failure to notify residents of the action.

He said a policy to phase in the rate
increase would “give residents time to
adjust and prepare for future (water)
conservation.” .

“It was in the newspapers,” Culbert
said of the rate increase approved last
spring. “But I think it went in one ear
and out the other. I don’t think the
township did a very good job of an-
nouncing the increase to people.”

Culbert said the township should
have notified residents of the rate in-
crease either through letters or notifi-
cations on the bottoms of last quarter’s
water bill.

According to Carol Quinn, clerical
supervisor of the water department,
the bills mailed to residents Oct. 5 are
the firgt which reflect a full quarter of
water usage at the higher rates. The
bills for the June-to-August period

(Continued on page 4A)
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By TIM RICHARD

Dinner theater tends to be either
a mature comedy or a mystery, with
a small cast.

So it was unusual when School-
craft College announced it is offer-
ing a near absurdist play called
The Real Inspector Hound. The
playwright is Tom Stoppard, an En-
glishman best known for Rosen-
crantz and Guildenstern Are
Dead, a clever new look at Ham-
let

Not that there isn’t plenty of old-
fashioned mystery and comedy in
The Real Inspector Hound , of-
fered Nov. 2, 3, 16 and 17 in the eol-
lege’s Waterman Campus Center.

IT’S A PARODY of Agatha Chris-

\—

Larry Wilkin (center) makes a hilarious entrance as “The Real In-
spector Hound” with Christabelle, the basset. Other cast members are

Dinner theatre takes a twist

tie's The Mousetrap, says college
theater instructor Larry rRudick,

who is technical director. There is
an old house called Muldoon Manor,
glowering: weather in which the
house is cut off from civilization,
and radio reports of a homicidal
maniac on the loose.

Mysteries abound: Who is the
madman? Who is the kilter? Who is
the corpse? And who is the real In-
spector Hound?

Standard mystery fare, you say,
until you toss in the absurdist ele-
ment. On stage are two drama crit-
ics, Moon (Joseph Rohatynski Jr. of
Livonia) and Birdboot (Christopher
Lindblom of Livonia).

In the first act they merely com-
ment on the drama, the actresses
and the politics of being a critic. In

/

(from left) Tammy Bezrutch (in tennis garb), Kelly Norman, PhyHis
Jo Counts and Scott Muzinski. (Staff photo by Art Emanuele)

the second act they step into the
stage drama.

“It goes to the level of a play
within a play,” explains director
Dale Felpausch. A part-time School-
craft instructor, Feldpausch, of
Farmington Hills, has an MA from
the University of Michigan.

One tip: Listen very carefully to

" the critics.

LADY CYNTHIA Muldoon is
played by Kelly Norman of North-
ville, and her attractive houseguest,
Felicity Cunningham, is played by
Tammy Bezrutch. The highly obser-
vaat servant, Mrs. Drudge, is por-
trayed by Phyllis Jo Counts of Can-
ton

'l;bepetsonwhouppearsatﬁrstto
be Inspector Hound is played by

, who demonstrably loves
., W , is played by Marc Harlow
of Livonia.

o,

Larry Wilkin. His four-legged sidek-
ick is Mistydale's Lady Christabelle,
a purebred basset hound.

The wheelchair-bound Magnus,
who claims to be a half-brother of
Lady Muldoon’s late husband, is por-
trayed by a cigar-chomping Scott
Muzinski of Livonia. Simon

Main courses for the 7 p.m.
dinners are roast beef and baked
chicken. The play begins at 8:30. =

Tickets at $10 may be purchased
in advance at the college bookstore
in the northeast corner of the cam-
pus at 18600 Haggerty, Livonia.
Ticket information is available by
calling the bookstore at 591-6400.

Cable TV firms seek new market for wares

By CRAIG PIECHURA

Cable television and pay TV are
coming from the boondocks to the city
to sell their hard and soft wares.

Subscription TV no longer means
putting a community antenna in outly-
ing areas where people are plagued by
poor reception. Nor. does it mean
charging people for a clearer picture of
network broadcasts.

With offers like first-run movies and
the capability of two-way communica-
tion with police and fire stations, as
well as with game show hosts, con-
sumers are willingly paying $15 to $25
monthly for expanded home entertain-
ment and communication.

Communities all around metropoli-

tan Detroit are presently being be-
sieged by cable salesmen trying to se-
cure exclusive franchises to string up
cable in those cities.

All that competittion for franchise
rights is paying off for both the con-
sumer and the muncipalities involved.

“TEN YEARS ago you could say
‘Here’s our package,’ ” explains Weston
Croft, regional manager of Cox Cable
Communications, which is installing
cable service to St. Clair Shores,
Grosse Pointe Shores and Fraser.

“Right now communities are sitting
back and waiting for the offers to get
better. It's outright vicious competi-
tion. But it’s best for the city because

you end up getting the most interested
people that way.”

Canton Township granted a cable
franchise in 1972, said Clerk John Flo-
din, but the firm never got off the
ground and its exclusive 15-year

franchise was rescinded by voters. He -

says business activity in cgble has sky-
rocketed recently.

“The longer you hold out, the better
the offers get,” says John Flodin, clerk
of Canton Township. “It's just like the
last lawyer has the best chance. What
happened here is somebody would offer
us something ahd everybody else would

‘ one-up the other (firm).”

One example, Flodin said, is that
three competing cable firms all offered
to pay the township 3 percent of the

’

Short Takes

Fundamental discussions

monthly service fee paid by cable sub-
scribers three years in advance, an es-
timated sum of at least $20,000.

The firm that won the bid, Maclean-
Hunter of Rexcale, Ontario, promised
also to pay Canton Township 5 percent
of the monthly Home Box Office (HBO)
fee paid by cable subscribers. HBO is
the most popular option among cable
subscribers, according to industry
spokesmen.

Cable TV franchises must be ap-
proved by municipalities because the
firms have to secure public right-of-
ways to install cables on utility poles or

Maclenn—ﬂunter was granted a “non-
exclusive” franchise with Canton,
meaning other companies can install

cable in Canton if they agree to pay the
service fee to the township.

But Clerk Flodin doubts if there is
enough business in,Canton Township to
support another firm.

WHILE NO CITY in metropolitan
Detroit ig viewing cable programs yet,
St. Clair is farthest along. Cox
Cable Communications of Atlanta,
holder of a 15-year exclusive franchise
to provide cable TV service to St. Clair
Shores, started stringing cable two
weeks ago in the east side city.

Weston Croft, general manager of
Cox Cable's regional operation, said
“We should have an operational system
in December and start taking on cus-
tomers in January.” '

In addition to Canton T
clean-Hunter also has city
appproval to provide cable TV in
Detroit. Roseville has granted ex
sive cable TV rights to Continental
blevision of Lansing.

Plymouth has contracted with Omni-
com of Plymouth, financed by a group
of cable TV executives who decided to
go independent. Omnicom has also ap-
proached the communities of Farming-
ton, Farmington Hills and Novi. Cable
was tabled for the time being in Farm-

ington.
6 Star Cablevision, Inc., of Engel-
wood Cliffs N.J., is already operating

(Continued on page 3A)
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Bibliophiles unite

Both Canton Township and the Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools will hold hearings on the
budgets they have devised for the coming year.
A special budget hearing will be held Monday
nightbythe:choolbonri'l‘hebuﬂngontheopen
ting budget for fiscal year '79-80 will begin at 7
p.m. Monday in the Plymouth-Canton High School
little theater, Canton Center Road just south of Joy.
The regular meeting will begin after the budget

at which the board is expected to vote on_

final adoption of the proposed budget.
A hearing on Canton’s npeoming 1980 general
fund budget is scheduled for 7 p.m. Tuesday at the

township hall on Canton Center Road south of Cher-
ry Hill Road. A public hearing on the use of revenue
sharing money is also scheduled.

B Class reunion

Was it a meeting between township officials and
disgruntled mobile homeowners? Or was it alma
mater time for a group of attorneys? At the recent
meeﬁngcalledbndtonSupervhorNoolCnlbut.
five of the attorneys who
mplmmemhq-aolthoumehwldnolch-
at University of Detroit. Culbert is including him-
self in the count, since he was one of the law stu-
dents who attendéd the university. Aecording to the
supervisor, “it was just a coincidence.” Seems like
a lot of trouble just to have a class reunion , .
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GALLIMORE OPEN HOUSE

Oct. 23 — An open house for Tracks
C and D will be held at Gallimore
School 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 23. Re-

. freshments will be served in the school

gym.
DETROIT PISTON TICKETS

Oct. 26 — The Canton Township
Parks and Recreation Department is
selling tickets to Detroit Piston games
at reduced rates at its office, 1150
South Canton Center Road. The next
game features the Pistons against Sam
Antonio 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 26. The de-
partment is selling $7 tickets at $4.50.
More information is available by call-
ing 397-1000.

RACQUETBALL LESSONS

Nov. 8-Dec. 5 — The Canton Town-
ship Parks and Recreation Department
is offering five-week racketball lessons
starting Nov. 8 to Dec. 5 at Rose Shores
of The Canton Racketball Courts. In-
structions will be held at 11 a.m. for
$10 and 6 p.m. for $12.50 on Thursdays.
Class size is limited to 12 students.
Registration is held at the recreation
department, 1150 South Canton Center
Road. More information is available at
397-1000.

HALLOWEEN PARTY

Oct. 27 — A Halloween party is
planned for Plymouth-Canton children
12 years old and younger at the Canton
Township Recreation Center, Michigan
Avenue and Sheldon 10-11:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 27. A magic show, cartoons,
costume judging, and cider and
doughnuts will be provided. There’s no
charge.

GHOULISH FUN

Oct. 30 — The Plymouth and North-
ville Jaycees' Haunted House is open
until Oct. 30 at the old Wayne County
Training Center, Sheldon Road just
north of Five Mile. Hours are 6-10 p.m.
oh weeknights and noon to 10 p.m.
weekends. The cost is $1.50 for adults
and $1 for children under 12.

FISHING CLUB

Nov. 7 — The Four Seasons Fishing
Club holds its monthly meeting 7:30
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 7 in the library
at Jackson Center, between Schoolcraft
and Five Mile Roads, Merriman and
Farmington Roads. The Steelhead
Tournament and the Christm rty
report will be featured. This 151 ? iamily
fishing club and visitors are wélcomed.

1 FAﬁmND PTO

Nov. 9 — The Farrand School Par-
ent-Teacher Organization sponsors its
spaghetti dinner 5:30-8 p.m. Friday
Nov. 9 at the school. Ticket prices are
$2 for adults, $1.50 for children and

. senior citizens, $8.50 for an entire fam-

ily, and pre-schoolers free.
SMOKING WITHDRAWAL

Nov. 5-9 — Dr. Arthur Weaver of
Northville will be hosting a smoker’s
withdrawal clinic from 7 to 9:30 p.m. in
the Plymouth Canton High School Lit-
tle Theater for all interested persons,
students and non-students alike.

WISE OPEN HOUSE
Oct. 28 — The Westland Information

Service Extension (WISE) will host an
open house from 3-6 p.m. in Whittier

. Junior High, 28550 Ann Arbor Trail.

Public invited and refreshments will be
served. WISE is a federally-funded pro-
gram to assist area residents in dealing
with state agencies and departments.

BREVITIES DEADLINES

Items for Brevities should be submit-
ted by noon Monday for the Thursday
edition and by noon Thursday for the
Monday edition. Bring in or mail to our
local news office at 461 S. Main, Plym-
outh, 48170. Forms are available upon
request.

JC HAUNTED HOUSE

Oct. 20 — Plymouth Jaycees and
Northville Jaycees are sponsoring a
Haunted House in the old Wayne Coun-
ty Training Center on Sheldon Road

just north of Five Mile from 6-10 p.m.
weeknights and- 4-10 p.m. weekends
through Oct. 30. Admission is $1.50 for
adults and $1 for children 11 and
younger.

UNITED NATIONS DAY

Oct. 24 — A dinner meeting obser-
vance of United Nations Day will be
held by League of Women Voters of
Northville, Plymouth, Canton, Novi at
6:30 p.m. in the China Fair restaurant
in Northville Plaza. For reservations
call Mary Ellen McKercher at 455-4539
or Nancy White at 453-1044.

CENTRAL OPEN HOUSE

Oct. 25 — Central Middle School’s
Open House will be from 7:30-9 p.m.
Refreshments will be served in the caf-
eteria. Membership dues of $2 per fam-
ily will be collected to sponsor PTSO
purchases and activities for Central.

POLICE DINNER-DANC'E

Oct. 26 — Plymouth Police Officers
Association’s tenth annual Police Offi-
cers Dinner Dance will be from 8 p.m.
to 1 a.m. in the Plymouth Hilton. Cost
of $20 a couple includes a sit-down din-
ner and live entertainment. For tickets
contact any Plymouth police pfficer.

K-C HAUNTED HOUSE

Oct. 26-29 — Plymouth Knights of
Columbus will sponsor a Haunted
House from 7 p.m. to midnight Oct. 26-
29 at the council grounds, 150 Fair be-
tween Ann Arbor Road and Ann Arbor
Trail, west of Mill. Donation is $1 per
person. Donuts and apple cider will be
available.

CRAFT FAIR

The Canton Jaycettes are sponsoring
a Canton Craft Fair on Dec. 1 and now
are accepting reservations from those
who want to rent a table. For table res-
ervations call Sue Roth at 453-0876.

A R R R R A R R R A A R R R ) ‘.

(" "HALLOWEEN
. MAKE-UP

§- Stage Blood - Nose and Scar Wax

e

(AR RN EXS

20% off

ON WINTER
OUTER WEAR

A D anihain i e e - B o o pon e N ol o T

Reform of water system
needed, argue area reps

L]

A call for reform of the Bgtroit Wa-
ter Board was issued last week in
Plymouth by two state lawmakers.

Speaking at a town hall meeting in
Plymouth Township last Tuesday,
Reps. Thomas H. Brown, D-Westland,
and Robert C. Law, R-Livonia, said
that suburban representatives have
managed to get a reform bill passed in
the state House of Representatives.

Brown represents Canton Township
and part of Plymouth Township.

The town hall gathering, the 12th in a
series sponsored by state lawmakers,
also included Rep. Roy Smith, R-Ann
Arbor, whose district includes the city
of Plymouth and part of Plymouth
Township.

The forum was held in conjunction

Salem-Flint
cage game
to be aired

The girls basketball encounter be-
tween Plymouth Salem High and Flint
Northern will be broadcast tomorrow
night by WSDP, the student-operated
radiostation at the Plymouth g&enni-
al Educational Park (CEP).

Broadcast time will begin 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday at 88.1 on the FM dial.

This Friday WSDP also will broad-
cast, beginning at 8 p.m., the Salem
Rocks football game against Edsel
Ford. Play-by-play and color commen-
tators will be Ross Rhinehart and Kev-
in Krolicki. '

On Saturday night, starting at 7:30,
WSDP will broadcast the football game
between the Plymouth Canton Chiefs
and Garden City East Panthers. Dave
Meador will do play-by-play with John
Matthews as color commentator.

WSDP WILL continue its coverage of
news and information with its news
magazine show, “Parameters.”

Parameters, featured each Wednes-
day at 6 p.m., is hosted by Debi Johnson
and Bret Julyk.

A new topic is featured each week
based on material from different

sources. Parameters takes a look at the
Plymouth-Canton area and attempts to
-bring a new perspective to the commu-
nity.

with the Bradbury Park Homeowners
Association and more than 50 residents
attended. Also present were Plymouth
Township trustees Barbara Lynch and
Gerald Law.

LAW SAID THE reform bill passed
the House because of cooperation of
state representatives from western
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties.

The bill was approved on a reconsi-
deration vote on Oct. 16 and sent to the
State Senate.

Brown explained the bill does not at-
temgpt to take away the system from
the city of Detroit but rather would
give better representation on the board
to suburban communities.

“Presently the Detroit Water Board
is made up of seven members,’ said
Brown, “all of whom are appointed by
Detroit Mayor Coleman Young. Four
are from Detroit and three are from
the suburban area but all serve at the
will of Mayor Young.”

Law said: “This has caused serious
problems in the past when appointed
members of the suburban area ques-
‘Bgned decisions of the board or of the

troit City Council in cost manage-
ment and rate setting.

“A good example was a couple «af _

years back when Livonia Mayor Ed
McNamara challenged the decisions of
the board and was promptly ‘booted’
off of the board by Mayor Young.”

BOTH LAW AND BROWN attended
a meeting of local mayors and supervi-
sors last month to discuss the water
rate problem.

At that time the lawmakers
promised to do all they could to see the
legislation would be implemented.

Attending that meeting were
McNamara, Canton Supervisor Noel
Culbert, Plymouth Township Supervi-
sor Tom Notebaert, and Westland May-
or Tom Taylor.

“In researching the status of the
Metropolitan Water System,” said
Law, “we found out that in 1966 some
45 percent of the service of this system
was being done within the city of De-
troit while 55 percent was being car-
ried out in suburban areas.

“In the 10 year period since that
time, 1976 survey results showed that

the Detroit system carried out just
more than 10 percent of the acitivity
while the suburban areas encompassed
almost 90 percent of the total activity
of the system.”

Based on those figures, said Law, he
believes it is clear the suburban areas
need representation and equity de-
mands representation be given to the
thousands of suburban residents so
served.

Of the $19.5 million profit the De-
troit Water System made in 1977, Law
added, the city of Detroit generated
only $510,000 in profits with the bal-
ance generated by the suburbs. )

“Muth of the system in place today=
was built with federal and state mon-
ies,” said Brown, “and, therefore,
equity demands that taxpayers
throughout the region have an input
into that system."”

Some 96 suburbs surrounding Detroit
receive their water from Detroit and
78 communities also tap into the sewer °
system run by the Detroit Water Board

Cozy Cafe
is robbed

A Plymouth youth, charged with al-
legedly breaking into the Cozy (,‘Et,mls
Forest Place, awaits an Oct. 25 exami-
nation before 35th District Court Judge
Dunbar Davis.

Frank Ramirez, 19, of Plymouth,
was arrested on the roof of the local
restaurant Oct. 18 after he was discov-
ered by Plymouth police.

Police said $125 was missing from
the cafe and has not been recovered

Ramirez was released on a $5,000
conditional bond

Police say this is the third time the
restaurant has been broken into this
month. The first incident occured on
Oct. 12, but nothing was discovered
missing. The second break-in happened
on Oct. 14, when $80 was taken.

According to Det. Sgt. Ralph White,
entry was gained from a second store
window in all cases.
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HALLOWEEN MASKS
*3.95 10 *29.95

COSTUME MAKE-UP

BOOTH LOCATED IN
FRONT OF MEYER JEWELRY

12 oFF
ALS’ BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRESSES
“Plan to use our laysway NOW
““Come downstairs
and see us”’

Westland Center Only

WEDDINGS

* Double Exposures * Mistys
* Candlelights = Special Effects
Complete Coverage For Under *200
Plus! Call now to register your chanc e
to win *100™ otf any package!
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: RINGOLD THEATRE EQVIPMENT CO.,

29525 FORD RD., GARDEN CITY, MICH. :
522-4650 .

SAVE!
24% on Gas & Oil with
EFFIKAL

t Save up 10 24% and more on your GAS or OIL heating cost with
the EFFIKAL automatic flu damper system. Proven 100% falil
safe with the exclusive patented gas flo detector. A.G. A.
approved. Thousands akeady installed in the Tri-County area
by our experienced, licensed contractors. SALE PRICE FOR
LIMITED TIME ONLY - *179.00 INSTALLED. Up to 8 inches In
flu on most furnaces, plus tax and permit. Free furnace
inspector with order. Qualifier for Energy Tax Credit. Call now

for full details MxC? SYSTEMS
CM' Emergency Line  Heating & Cooling 326-3843

Art-a-Facts

DAUMIER (1808-1879) WAS A POLITICAL
CARTOONIST IN FRANCE. IT WAS FOR
ONE OF HIS CARTOONS, IN 1832, THAT HE"
WAS IMPRISONED FOR SIX MONTHS.

Northwest Blue Print

Artist and Drafting Supplies
13450 Farmington Rd.(at Schoolcraft) Livonia

525-1990

Jes s
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HOOCOO0O000CO000:

The neighborly people at your neighborhood Mall
Seven Mile and Middlebelt Road

326-8220

837-3060

THERE'S A NEW PILOT IN TOWN!
PRESENTING OUR GRADUATE
OF THE WEEK

10 AM- 10 PM

your e, call us for a
and all the detalls of a CPC Private Pilot

Plymouth AERO Cco. Inc.

JOY AND LILLY ROADS
CANTON
ME g‘[s‘l. AIRPORT

-9300
FLY CESSNR R
THE CPC WURY! IR :

: 7 —
Come on Over £ to Our House .

THURSDAY - SUNDAY, OCT. 25 - 28

The N

¢

Watch
For
Our

Special

SALE

(8ee Our Thursday Ad For Detsils)

_PEPHE@
HUC —

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS HONORED
NEWBURGH PLAZA
(8 MILE AT NEWBURGH RD.)
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One good sale deserves another.
So, Music Strings 'n’ Things is having a sale bigger and better
than the last onel 20% to 70% off everything in stock. Strings are
two for the price of one. Plus, daily specials — an outrageousty—,

great deal every day of The Sale, again.
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I's a truly great musical amangement!

HOURS: Thursday - Saturday, 10am - 10pm Sunday, 12pm - 5pm

* Uh,&

f
o |
-, A
[ ) | S0 \ )
= PURVEYORS OF FINE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS ,
7

MLUSIC SNNg T thing

1810 South Woodward Avenue « Bimingham, MI 48011 « 313/642-5836
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MICHIGAN'S TARGEST
tTHAN ALLEN

FURNITURE DEALER
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Service needs donations of tools

Senior citizens have\uncannyprogram for repairs

e S \
eventually moved to its\pr uar-
ters in a for;}'fe:_'canne on Henry

By ARLENE VANDERLEUN

Perched in the middle of Wayne
County’s financial whirlpool is an is-
land of optimism — a man who man-
ages to turn disadvantages into positive
results.

Harley Trumbull, 40, of Canton
Township, heads up a minor home re-
pairs service for Wayne County senior
citizens. Working out of a drafty, for-
mer cannery on county property in
Westland, Trumbull has had to over-
come a bare bones budget, a large ter-
ritory and a small staff.

The federally-funded home repairs
program is just one of several services
coordinated through the Wayne County
Office on Aging. A good many of the
programs are housed in“J"” building, on
the sprawling county land complex at
Michigan Avenue between Merriman
and Henry Ruff.

Others include hot meals, a day care
center where seniors can gather for
planned activities, periodic medical
screening and crafts projects. The cen.
ter at “J" ?ldmg also takes applica-

tions from seniors for low-cost pre-
scription medicine.

Overseeing the senior citizen ser-
vices is the Wayne County Office on
Aging, which receives most of its funds
from the federal and state govern-
ments.

Staffing for these county programs
have been hard hit recently by Wayne
County’s financial pinch and by
changes in guidelines for federally
funded projects.

Some county workers face a threat
of “payless” paydays. In addition, there
has been a cutback in funding from the
federal Comprehensive Employment
and Training Act (CETA). A large num-
ber of county employees had been paid
with CETA funds.

Guidelines which went into effect
Oct. 1 forbid CETA employees from
being on a payroll more than 18
months. In addition, the focus of CETA
now 15 on specl project which provide
job training. -

The home repairs program started
out modestly in the basement of “J”
building a couple of years ago and

Ruff, south of Michigan Avenue — an
unused county building which Trumbull
spied as being more suited to his needs.

“He (Trumbull) outgrew the base-
ment,” said Joan Didia, another county
staffer at “J” building. “I think it's
wonderful what he’s doing.”

The large, open spaces in the former
cannery are used to measure and cut
wood and glass. Tubs, bins and bags
contain concrete, paint and other sup-
plies. Former refrigerators have found
a new life as storage cabinets for tools,
ete.

“They have let me have a free hand,”
said Trumbull. “We don’t throw any-
thing away,” he added. “I'm not afraid
to ask, to beg.”

The project remains modest. Thi
year's budget for salaries (Trumbul
and a secretary) and materials is about ’
$57,100. That’s up about $9,000 from '
the year before.

Many donated tools and implements
are repaired or fixed up and then put to
use.

Harley Trumbull stands ready to open for business in the former cannery on county property in Westland.

First-run flicks and sports

used to entice TV vlgwers

e

Currently, the program is open to
Wayne County seniors who are 60 or
older and who either own or are buying
a home. Excluded are residents of De-
troit, Van Buren Township, Belleville,
Sumpter Township and Romulus, which
have their own programs.

Also ruled out are seniors who have
persons under the age of 60 living in
the home.

Doing the work is a full-time iperson
and nine part-time, senior citizen “han-
dy persons,” mostly between the ages
of 69-77. |

Their territory is most of Wayne
County, where they perform a variety
of minor home repairs for their fellow

~senior citizens. Typical jobs include

P
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building and installing new steps, fix-
ing cement, building ramps for wheel-
chairs and adjusting or instailing fau-
cets.

In spite of the low-key approach, the
program seems to be working.

An office bulletin board is filled with
letters from grateful seniors, such as
the Westland woman who was helped
with an unspecified “emergency.” And
the Grosse Pointer whose letter praises
“Fred, Slim and Tom" for cleaning her
clogged drains.

In the past year, the program has
taken on about 700 new jobs. Trumbull
expects there will be about 200 on the
waiting list by spring, when outdoor
work won't be hampered by cold
weather.

.Contract goes to MERC

Cement work will have to wait until
spring, and, wood work is about 3-4
months behind.

“If we can get (some of them) this
year, it would keep the problem from
getting worse,” said Trumbull

“We have what it takes (ability),” he
added. “If we had the money ard the
workers, the amount of work we could
do would be astounding.”

DiVitto’ said persons who want to
donate tools or machines (lawn
mowers, etc.) may arrange to/do so by
phoning the county’s minor Home re
pair service at 326-9440 They should
specify that the donation is for the
home chores program.

Law judge will hear dispute

The difference over the proposed
corftract for Plymouth-Canton teachers
will be taken to a hearing Nov. 9 before
an administrative law Judge of the
Michigan Employment Relatio s Com-
mission (MERC). |

That agreement was reach

outh-Canton Board of Educati
the Plymouth-Canton Educati
ciation (PCEA).

The decision to go to a

hope that the compound-
ing issue gan be settled at this step and
a contrdct then can be put before
teachers for ratification.

-School Supt. John M. Hoben also ex-
pressed hope that the intervention of
the administrative law judge will re-
sult in a final settlement.

Meanwhile Ryder has asked for and
been granted permission to make a
statement to the school board at to-
night’s meeting. The meeting will begin
at 7:30 p.m. in the Plymouth ﬁgnton
High School Little Theatre

Ryder explained that
“use this opportunity to express some
of our views and/disappointments di-
rectly to the bo7(

L

Two other members of the PCEA
negotiating team, Tim Cotner and Der-
ald McKinley, also are expected to
Speak to the board tonight. The PCEA
has invited its membership to attend
the meeting.

HOBEN EXPLAINED that he under-

stands the MERC judge will be asked

first to hear two unfair labor practice
charges, one filed by the board against
the union and the other by the union
agaihst the board.

“My understanding is that if both
sides agree to drop the charges, the
judge then will be asked to hear the sin-
gle issue of compounding and the deci-
sion he renders will be binding on both
sides.”

Both sides had agreed on Sept. 9 to a
proposed contract settlement offered
by fact-finder Gearge Gullen Jr.

The board believed the agreement to.

provide for salary increases as follows:
9 percent the first year for teachers at
the top of the schedule and 8 percent
for all others; and 8.5 percent for both
the second and third years.

The union believed the-salary would
be applied according to Cost-of-Living
Allowance (COLA) which was con-

\
he wants to “\tained in the third year of the previous

cgntract.
he COLA language would provide
for xompounding as follows: a 4 per-

cent improvement and COLA of 4 to 5
percent for those at the top of the
schedule, and all others 3 percent im-
provement and COLA of 4 to 5 percent
the first year; 3.5 percent improvement
and COLA of 4 to 5 percent the second
year, 3.5 percent improvement and
COLA of 4 to 5 percent the secand year

IN A SEPT. 13 letter to attorneys for
both sides, Gullen had written:

“On several occasions during bar-
gaining and mediation sessions in
which I participated, the representa-
tive of the board of education stated
that there was no problem with contin-
uation of the COLA language.

“When the case came for fact finding
the union did present the salary im-
prove improvements in terms ¢f a per-
centage improvement and a minimum/
maximum range of COLA increases in
percentages. There was no issue on the
COLA language at fact-finding.”

In his clarification opinion on Oct. 2,
requested by both sides, Gullen wrote:

“The issue is complex because while
salary adjustment was expresged in a
percegtage for each of the three years
of the contract, the parties had agreed
in our fact-finding sessions held on
Sept. 8, 9 that the formulation as ex-
pressed in the COLA language of last

(Continued on page 4A)

Mother-to-be haberdashery in a

(Continued from page 1A)
cable companies in Ypsi-
lanti, Lansing, Superior
Township and Howell in
addition to five out-of-
state affiliates.

The cable company
serving Ann Arbor is Ann
Arbor Cablevision, Inc.,
of Ann Arbor. Continental
Cablevision serves Jack-
son.

SOUTHFIELD OFFI-
CIALS are taking a
“wait-and-see” approach
to the recent flurry of
cable TV activity, ex-
plains Roger Smith, pub-
lic services director.
Smith says the city has
had “preliminary inquir-
ies” from Metrovision,
Inc., of Atlanta and
Metro Communications,

Inc., of Brighton.

“We kind of put them
all off for the moment,”
said Smith. “We're in the
process of reviewing our
ordinances and the FCC
rules so we’ll be ready.
This whc'e area is 80 new
that we're still gathering
ourselves up by the shoe-
strings.”

South Oakland officials
have scheduled a cable
TV workshop at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 8, in Oak
Park council chambers.

The meeting is open to
the public as well as poli-
tizians. Conducting the
workshop will be Harold
Horn, executive director
of a Ford Foundation
center supervising cable
television.

Hazel Park, Ferndale,

and Madison Heights
have already heard pres-
entations from cable TV
companies interested in

‘servicing those communi-

ties. No franchises, how-
ever, have been granted
by any south Oakland
communities. Maclean-
Hunter is scheduled to
make a presentation to
Ferndale Oct. 29.
Maclean-Hunter al-
ready has its foot in the
door with local subscrip-
tion TV. In October 1977
the Canadian firm’'s
Michigan subsidiary es-
tablished Metro Home
Theater, Inc, a pay-TV
service available only in
certain Detroit-area
apartment buildings.
They aren’t to be
confused with National

Subschptlon Television’s—
ON-TV, ——available
throughout the tri-county
area. ON-TV, of Troy, be-
gan broadcasting movies
and some sporting events
over Channel 20 on July 1
and already boasts 15,000
local installations.
Evening programs,
such as last Thursday’s
Thomas Hearns fight, are
sent over the air with a
scrambled signal, not
through a cable. No mu-
nicipal approval is need-
ed by the pay TV outlet.
Based on early offers,
it appears cable TV will
offer a wider variety of
programming than ON-
TV and at a lower price.
St. Clair Shores Clerk
George Kaufman says
Cox Cable promised to in-

mally offer 24 different
channels, including the
popular Home Box Off-
ice, at a monthly rate of
$§14.40 plus an installa-
tion fee of $15 per TV.

ON-TV’s monthly rate
is $22.50 and $49.95 cov-
ers installation of an an-
tenna and the unscram-
bler.

/

In ad@/tion to carrying

all the focal TV stations,

Cox will feature 24-hour
satellite programs from
“superstations” such as
Channel 17 Atlanta and
WGN-Chicago; live shows
from Madison Square
Garden jn New York and
live coverage.of the U.S.
Congni
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While firSt-run movies like “The Deer Hunter”
. may attract customers to cable TV, industry ob-
servers say the proadey implications of two-way ‘
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cable communication are “gennlnely mindblow-

¥ grey flannel wool-blend
jumper dress.

Classic tone and styling work
with almost any shirt, blouse

or sweater for versatility; ar
wear alone, accessorized, for

a casual evening look. Soft
polyester/acrylic/wool blend
drifting easily from shirred
shoulders and placket front,

{ with optional sash for 6-14
sizes. Just one idea from our
in-waiting selection, $54

G

=

N







