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Missing radium found

A radium tube used for the treat-
ment of cancer patients at Detroit’s
Sinai Hospital was recovered at Wood-
land Meadows Landfill in Canton
Township Tuesday afternoon following
an intensive week-long search for the
tiny, radioactive capsule.

The radium, which is encased in a
gold and silver tube measuring three-
quarters inch long and one-eighth inch
in diameter, could cause severe tissue
damage if placed in someone’s pocket

or handled too closely, according to
Donald E. VanSarow of the Michigan
State Health Department.

Patricia Dillick, assistant director of
public relations for Sinai Hospital, said
a hospital employee reported dumping
the capsule in a trash basket after re-
ceiving a memo from Sinai’s adminis-
tration. Trash from the hospital is tak-
en to Woodland Meadows Landfill on
Hannan Road.

The 20-millicurie radium source was

Is dump site safe
for PCB soil?

An environmental attorney for the
firm which owns Woodland Meadows
Landfill maintains that the disposal
site meets federal standards for the
dumping of PCB.

Canton officials verified last week
that 55-gallon drums containipg PCB-
contaminated soil were dum at the
landfill in 1975 before federal regula-
tions governing disposal of the chemi-
cal were established.

Supervisor Noel Culbert said he has
asked Detroit Edison Co. to finance re-
moval of the soil to a landfill licensed
for PCB. The soil was contaminated in
1975 as the result of an electric
transformer leak on Detroit Edison

" property.

Schoo

The Plymouth-Canton Board of Edu-
cation has rejected a settlement of-
fered by factfinder George Gullen, Jr.
which might have resulted in ratifica-
tion of a teachers contract.

In a special meeting Monday night,
the school board rejected a clarifica-
tion report from Gullen on his earlier
recommended settlement.

The teachers union expressed shock
when learning of the board’s rejection.

Both sides are expected to meet
sometime this week in an effort to re-
solve the salary issue so that an agree-
ment can be ratified.

MONDAY NIGHT the school board
held a closed meeting to discuss Gul-

- Enforcement of trailer law

Canton Township will investigate
whethere mobile homes at Holiday Es-
tates park are properly installed, as
residents charge.

According to Township Supervisor
Noel Culbert, the township agreed to go
out to the mobile home park and check
on the tenants’ allegations after a
meeting earlier this week between offi-
cials and tenants.

In response to charges that the town-
ship was doing nothing to solve their
problems, mobile home park associa-
tion representatives met with a variety
of officials Tuesday in a meeting called
by Culbert.

The meeting was sparked by com-
plaints of residents in mobile home
parks owned by Sheldon Futurnick, in-
cluding the Holiday Estates and Royal

Although Woodland Meadows is not
licensed for PCB disposal, Jeff Diver of
Waste Management, Inc. says he is con-
fident that the site would be licensed if
his firm made an application to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA).

He said soil and water table charac-
terics at Woodland Meadows meet
EPA standards for PCB disposal sites.

Diver indicated, however, that his
firm has no plans to seek a PCB license
for its facility on Hannan Road.

Waste Management, Inc. already
owns a PCB-licensed landfill in Ala-
bama — one of eight disposal sites in
the country which have obtained EPA

approval.
Pprov (Continued on page 4A)

discovered missing by a Sinai physician
on Wednesday, Oct. 10.

Ms. Dillick said an intensive search
by hospital and health department per-
sonnel followed the discovery that the
tube was missing from the sealed con-
tainer in which it is normally kept.

The tube was found at Woodland
Meadows about 5:30 p.m. Tuesday.

Ms. Dillick refused to release the
name or position of the employee who
dumped the capsule in the trash. She
said disciplinary action has not been
taken against any hospital employee at
this time.

“For the past week, everyone has
been putting forth all their effort to lo-
cate it,” Ms. Dillick said. “At this point,
we're compiling a report for the Michi-
gan Health Department.”

Canton Supervisor Noel Culbert said
representatives of Woodland Meadows
informed him last Friday that the tube
could have been dumped at the disposal
site.

But Culbert said he did not feel it
was necessary to warn residents of the
dangers of the tube.

“Why should you alarm residents
when they have no right to be in a
damn landfill looking for a radioactive
tube? It’s not as though it was floating
around on the streets. The press rela-
tion’s work was done by Sinai Hospi-
tal.”

Neither the Canton Police Depart-
ment, the Michigan State Police nor
the Wayne County Sheriff's Depart-
ment were involved in the search.
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scout’s efforts pay off

Mike Sherwood, an Eagle scout candidate from the Wayne County Cooperative Extension Service.
troop 1434 in Canton was one of those instrumentive The nature trail was a pet project of Kathryn Touhey,

in developing a nature trail in the woods near Ericks- a former art teacher at the school.
son Elementary School. Mike installed information

Gary Caskey)

posts at 22 stations established by a naturalist from

(Staff photo by

s reject factfinder solution for contract

len's clarification and reactions to it.

At the end of that discussion the
board agreed to call an emergency spe-
cial meeting and then voted to reject
Gullen's proposal. .

Last week Gullen reported it was his
opinion that the salary agreement be-
tween both parties reached during ac-
celerated factfinding, under his juris-
diction, involved a cost-of-living
(COLA) compounding in each of the
three years of the contract.

Gullen suggested if both sides could
not agree with his opinion, thep ‘each
should request the issue go to binding
arbitration for final resolution.

The school board, however, gave no
indication Monday whether it would -

Holiday Parks in Canton as well as sev-
eral other mobile home parks in the
metropolitan area.

He is also an owner of the Village of
Homes mobile home dealership in
Westland, which was picketed by angry
tenants of his parks over the weekend.

Much of the protest was initiated by
C. J. Marshall, president of the Holiday
Estates Mobile Homeowners Associa-
tion. Residents of the Holiday Estates
park had been filing lawsuits against
Futurnick for a variety of alleged vio-
lations.

At the beginning of this month, park
residents were notified that their lot
rents would be raised almost 50 per-
cent, while tenants of other mobile
home parks were told their rents would
also be raised.

consider binding arbitration as a meth-
od of resolving the difference.

The board spoke only in its resolu-
tion, which read:

“The board rejects the factfinder’s
clarification on the compounding issue
as not: being founded on fact but on sub-
jective opinion. The board directs its
attorneys to meet with union repre-
sentatives to seek a resolution of this
issue.”

The resolution was approved by a 5-1
vote with Richard Arlen voting “no”
and Flossie Tonda absent.

AFTER HEARING of the board's ac-
tion, John Ryder, chief spokesman for
the Plymouth-Canton Education Asso-

The rent hikes prompted the picket-
ing as well as plans to institute a rent
strike at the beginning of November.

THE MEETING, according to Cul-
bert’s letter, was held in order to dis-
cuss the recent protest as well as legal
options that can be taken by both the
residents and the township against Fu-
turnick.

Futurnick was not invited to the
meeting, although he sent his attorney
and executive secretary.

Representatives for the mobile home
park owner were asked to leave the
meeting by Marshall after Culbert re-
quested that Gary Roberts, who ar-
rived with Marshall, not attend the
meeting.

Reberts, an unsuccessful candidate

ciation (PCEA), commented:

“We have not yet heard from the
board or its representatives. We are
deeply dissappointed because we had
believed ratification to be close at hand
— this week or next.

“The board must have acted on the
advice of their attorneys and we be-
lieve the attorneys have made a serious
mistake,” Ryder said.

“Both teams had left the original
factfinding session with Gullen, stating
they would use that report as a basis
for settlement when reporting to their
constituents. After the board voted to
accept the report on Sunday, Sept. 9,
we believed an agreement had been

pledged

for township trustee and Plymouth-
Canton School Board, was active in
dealing with homeowner complaints.

Members of the press were also
asked to leave the meeting, although
Marshall commented, “We have noth-
ing to hide.”

Roberts, who said he had become in-
volved in the mobile home park contro-
versy at Marshall’s request, has made
plans to charter a bus Oct. 25 so that
concerned persons can go to Lansing to
attend a Mobile Home Commission
meeting scheduled for that date. The
cost of the bus, Roberts said, will be $7

per person and seats can be reserved -

by calling him.
Marshall could not be reached for
comment following the meeting.
(Continued on page 4A)

& Tipping the Scales

reached and took it to our teachers the
following Monday morning.”

Ryder said Tuesday afternoon he
was not sure how the PCEA would look
at the matter now. “I'm sure, though,
that we will meet with the board’s
team if it wants to meet.”

SHORTLY AFTER the strike started
on Aug. 27, both sides met with state
mediator Tom Badoud of the Michigan
Employment Relations Commission
(MERC).

When talks with Badoud failed to
produce a settlement, the negotiations
moved to forced (or accelerated) fact-
finding with Gullen appointed as fact-
finder.

Amusements 1-6D ¢
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Brevities 6A B
Business Briefs 16A é
Canton Chatter 2C E’u
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Clubs in Action 4C, 11C &
Obituaries 2A B2
¢ Opinion 14A ?Z"é
t Past & Present 8A |
& Sports 1-6B
Stroller 14A §

Suburban Life 1-7C, 11-15C §

TA &
Witch Watch 13A &
Classified Sec. E-F

On Sunday, Oct. 9, Gullen issued his®
report which was accepted by both
sides as a basis for final settlement.
The board voted that afternoon to ac-
cept Gullen’s report as a means of end-
ing the strike, and teachers voted ten-
tative approval the following morning.

When the two sides returned to the
table Sept. 11, however, the PCEA
learned the board felt Gullen's recom-
mendation involved the application of
straight percentage adjustments in
each year of the contract. At the same
session, the board team learned the
PCEA had assumed a COLA formula
had been agreed upon which would

(Continued on page 4A)

“I’'M SATISFIED”

Carol Forbes' classified success
story is short and sweet. “I sold
it. I'm satisfied,” she said after
selling her sewing machine with a
want ad in her hometown news-
paper. You'll be satisfied too with
the respohse you'll get from our
fast-acting classified ads. Call to-
day.

591-0900

The Rodriguez family assembles for a group portrait. Members of
the clan are (from left) Rayanne, 11; Rhonda, 13; Michael, 16; Mrs.

\

Rodriguez; Ronnie, 3; Chris, 17; and Don, 9. Not pictured is Mrs. Ro-
driguez’ husband, Raymond. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

Couple adopts 6
from Columbia

Four years ago Canton Township residents Raymond and Mary Rodri-
guez hopped in their car and drove to Detroit Metropolitan Airport to
meet the four Columbian children they had arranged to adopt.

Two weeks ago Mrs. Rodriguez returned from a three-week trip to
Columbia with two more additions to their family.

Although Raymond is of Spanish descent, neither he nor Mrs. Rodri-
guez can speak Spanish. And even though the children could speak no
English when they arrived, the language barrier has not dampened the
couple’s willingness to open their home and hearts.

., “I think I'd take all I could if it was possible, even though six is a

houseful,” Mrs. Rodriguez said.

Translations by the older children have eased the communication bar-
rier between the parents and the younger children somewhat.

“I've picked up a few words of Spanish. But it's funny how you can get
across what you want to say even if you do speak another language,” said

Mrs. Rodriguez.

THE RODRIGUEZES, both 33, have no natural children. They went to
the Columbian-American Friends Adoption Agency four years ago after
a fruitless attempt to adopt an American child.

The agency soon arranged the adoption of four Columbian siblings —
Christopher, now 17, Michael, 16, Rhonda, 13 and Rayanne, 11."

The latest additions to the family are two brothers — Don, 9, and

Ronnie, 3.

'Mrs, Rodriguez described Don and Ronnie as “two street kids.”

Following the death of their mother a year ago, the children were left
to fend for themselves on the streets of Medillin, Columbia. Mrs. Rodri- '
guez said the children slept under a bridge and begged for their food
until Columbian welfare authorities took them under custody.

The older children were put up for adoption because their mother had
been unable to care for them, Mrs. Rodriguez said.

Because school attendance is not mandatory in Columbia, the children
did not receive much; education before they arrived in the United States.

.

(Continued om page 4A)
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February vote postponed

Schools’ bond election waits

An election on a bond issue for Plym-
outh-Canton Community Schools will
be delayed a month or two so the
school board may get more input from
residents,

The school board’s timetable had
called for a decision to be made on the
size of a bond issue by the end of this
month, with the proposal going before
voters in February.

Monday night, at a workshop study
session, the school board decided to de-
lay the election until March or April to
get a better idea on the opinions of resi-
dents towards the options available to
accommodate student growth.

ONE MEANS of seeking community
opinion will be a survey mailed to some,
22,000 homes in Plymouth-Canton
along with the district’s regular
newsletter.

The survey will be a two-page instru-
ment with background information on

available options on one sheet and the
questionnaire on the other.

The newsletter also will announce a
public forum on the bond issue, tenata-
tively scheduled for Monday, Nov. 12.

Residents will be encouraged to
bring their questionnaires to the forum
and turn them in that right. Provisions
also will be made for persons to mail in
the questionnaire if they don’t plan to
attend the public forum.

The survey likely will reach resi-
dents during the first week of Novem-
ber. Although the board is anxious to
obtain community opinion, some deci-
sions might have to be made before the
survey is returned and tabulated.

A pressing decision before the schaol
board now is whether to rent an exist-
ing middle school from Livonia Public
Schools. Livonia has asked for a defi-
nite decision by the end of this month,
and so the school board must decide

LY

Salem-Fordson aired tonight

The girls basketball game between
Plymouth Salem and Dearborn Ford-
son high schools tonight will be broad-
cast by WSDP — the student radio sta-
tion at the Plymouth Centennial Edu-
cational Park — beginning at 7:20 p.m.

On Oct. 23 WSDP also will broadcast
the encounter between the Salem girls
basketball team and Flint Northern,
last year's state champs, beginning at
7:20 p.m. ‘

WSDP is located at 88.1 on the FM
dial.

20% off

ON WINTER
OUTER WEAR

12 OFF
GIRLS’ BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRESSES
Plan to use our lsyaway NOW

“Come downstairs
and see us”’

Westland Center Only

The station reminds residents that
CEP News will feature information on
the CEP at 5:30 p.m. on Mondays and
Thursdays.

Community Notes, a program heard
at 4:45 p.m. each Tuesday and Friday,
informs Plymouth-Canton residents of
events such as plays, workshops, clubs
and other activities in the community.

Clubs and organizations are encour-
aged to send in information to WSDP,
46181 Joy Road, Plymouth 48170 or
call the station at 453-3100, ext. 266,
about special events in the community.

HONE

DESIGNER

11 x 12 Room (14 2/3 Sq.

“ Giant Savings on
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SAVE NOW AS NEVER BEFORE 1
ARMSTRONG

INSTALLED WITH % INCH PLYWOOD B
SUB FI.OOR (STEPS EXTRA)

9 x 12 Room (12 Sq. Yds.)
10 x 12 Room (13% Sq. Yds.)

12 x 12 Room( 16 Sq. Yds.)
13 x 12 Room(17' Sq. Yds.)

14 x 12 Room(18 2/3 Sq. Yds.)
15 x 12 Room (20 Sq, Yds.)

Sundial and Imperial Solarian

within two weeks whether to rent from
Livonia if that option is to be pursued.

On Oct. 29 the school board will hold
another workshop session on the bond
issue with its construction manage-
ment consultant, architects, adminis-
tration, and bond committee.

AMONG THE OPTIONS being
looked at by the board and administra-
tion for absorbing student growth are:

Construction of three new schools —
a elementary, middle school, and high
school;

Rent existing school buildings from
Livonia, most likely a middle school;

Expand the Extended School Year
(ESY) at elementary and middle
schools — likely to all middle schools
and to all but two elementaries, Tanger
and Starkweather;

Run an extended day at the high

Plymouth-Canton

OBITUARIES

VY R S LB TV AT, - T Y

schools, basically a split-shift schedule;
Add classrooms to the present high
schools;

From
Outstanding'
Manufacturers -

THERMO-RITE

. HEATH C1:
Renovate Central Middle School and E%Emm:\ o
convert it to a third high school: Sorsiond et
Use of portable classroom units at Conmpany,

all existing school sites;

Move the ninth grade from high
school to middle school, and the sixth
grade from middle school to elementa-

ry

The last bond election was held 2%
years ago, when voters rejected a $29
million proposal for new construction.
The last successful bond issue was in
1974 when funds were approved for
three elementary buildings, the music/
physical education wing at the high
school site, and maintenance projects.

For about the past seven years en-
rollment has been growing at the rate
of 700 or more students per year.
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STEPHEN M. MAY
Funeral services for Mr. May, 21, of
Brook Park Dr., Canton, were held re-
cently in Harry J. Will Funeral Home,
Livonia, with burial in Roseland Park

. in Berkley. Officiating was the Rev.

Robert C. Seltz.

Mr. May, who died Oct. 3 at home,
was a bartender at the Parkside Bar
which his father owns. Survivors in-
clude: parents, Gerald and Danis May;

brother, Gerald; sisters, Lisa and Cyn-

thia.

Services were held recently for Mrs.
Olson, 72, of Northville Forest Dr,,
Plymouth, with arrangements being
made by the Fred Wood Funeral Home.

Mrs. Olson, who died Oct. 10 in St.
Mary Hospital, Livonia, was a home-
maker.

furniture cle

AUDREY M. OLSON
Orig

Distincti

Survivors include: husband,

Olaf; and daughter, Marilyn Hirvela.
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Carpet Cleaning
25% Plus 10%

When our expert's steam clean or shampoo your
carpet in your home. For a limited time save 25% .
Team up with a neighbor and you'll both save 25% .

ditional 10%.

double discount applies
aning.

to
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You get a lot more than just this fine Sealy mattress

at a great price from Towne and Country Interiors.

YOll get $119 Value damask cover formcrly on the

Sealy Posturepedic Imperial mattress.

And, you get
the Towne and Country Treatment.

- SLEEPEASY
SEALY SALE!

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SEALY WEEK! 30 NIGHT HOME TRIALON . . .

SEALY POSTUREPEDIC®

Prove it to yourself, in your own home, how great
a Posturepedic morning feels. Buy the
Posturepedic set. Try it for 30 nights. If you‘re
not 100 % satisfied, we'll exchange it for other
bedding or refund your purchase price.

From $149.95 twin each piece Posturepedic Royale

Bloomfield Hills 642-8822
23600 Michigan Ave. east of Telegraph 4107 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd. 1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall

Rochester 652-3500

Open daily 10-9 Wed. & Sat10-6 Use our convenient charge, Visa or Master Charge
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L Swede takes in P-C

Lars and Margareta Obert are introduced to students at Miller Elementary by Principal Shirley
Spaniel (right).

By the end of the week, Lars-Olaf
Dberg was ready for a vacation — ex-
cept that he was already on a vacation
of sorts.

- Oberg, visiting relatives in Plymouth
Township recently, had a whirlwind of
activities planned in the Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools by the time
he got off the plane from Sweden

. His mission — to cbscrve what the
docal school district offered American
school children of every age with a fi-
nal stop at Schoolcraft College..

Oberg, cousin of Ann Nickoloff of
Plymouth Township, is a headmaster in
a Swedish school district of some 5,500
students. His studies of foreign schools
have taken him to Russia and plans are
in the works to visit schocls in Great
Britian as well

By Friday Oberg appeared fatigued.
He had observed numerous programs,
met with teachers and administrators,
and even took in a Monday night school
board meeting

But when he spoke of his most recent
expedition, his eyes gleamed brightly
while describing the children at Miller

'Elementary School in Canton. He said

they were “calm and nice” and
appeared to easily take care of them-

‘selves.

He said he also was impressed with
mixed classrooms at the grade school
where students of different grades are
taught subjects together.

“In Sweden it’s not so open,” he said.
“You must have a special group of

-teachers to be so interested.”

IN DESCRIBING the Swedish edu-

cational system, Oberg touched on
these topics:
* School funding: In Sweden school

instruction used at Miller.

‘ ‘ / ‘p t

funding is derived from personal in-
come tax rather than property tax. Ob-
erg said Amciicans are not alone in
complaining about inflation and high
taxes. In Sweden, however, the average
family has one or two children. Accord-
ing to national priorities, education
falls second to the national health plan
and senior citizen care.

» Distribution of school funding: Ob-
erge said while the government has
“central control” of fund distribution,
it's the local community that tells it
what it needs based on administration
and teacher input. “It's very democrat-
ic”” he added.

Support is divided into two areas —
what the central government provides
and what the local community pro-
vides. The central government distrib-
utes funds aécording to the district’s
student count and the number of class-
es offered. The local community
pitches in for non-educational needs
such as buses and school lunches.

» Class sizes: About 25 in the lower
grades and 30 in the upper grades.

» School structure: Kindergarten be-
gins at six-years and is mandatory.
There is nine years of mandatory edu-
cation after that for students ages 7 to
16. The program is divided into three
stages. About 90 percent of these stu-
dents attend the gymnasium for two or
three years before moving on to a uni-
versity.

 University attendance: Oberg says
the average college age is getting older
as more people are returning to school
and i‘taking up the places of the
younger ones.” Oberg adds working in
a job before returning to school earns

credits to| be applied to entrance re-
quirements. :

« Student djscipline: Oberg said it
appeared student discipline in Plym-
outh Canton Schools was “very good”
despite knpwledge of a student ruckus
that broke| out lat the high schools last
week. In Sweden, he said, problems
with student discipline become evident
in mid-teens years. In such cases, prob-
lem students are brought into a school
work program | “We give the student a
choice of what he wants to do with his
own life. We give him the option of
leaving. But we first look for a solution
around theschool.”

« School $portp: There are no compet-
itive team sports in the schools but in-
stead athletics Cis limited to recreation-
al programs. Sports clubs accommo-
date students with athletic interests.

* Teacher salaries: Oberg said one's
salary dependent on “what sort of
teahcer you are,” Top salary is reached
after 10-15 years with the district. Hir-
ing policies are based on one’s experi-
ence and school marks.

NOT SUPRISINGLY, Oberg said the
Russian school system is tightly con-
trolled by the central government.

Class sizes reach 35-40 students and
Moscow school buildings are “very
old.” \

He was ifmpréssed, however, with the
government's job interest testing for
students and use of after-school cultur-
al centers.

‘About his impression of the Plym-
outh-Canton school system, Oberg said
his first thought was: “They have no
real meal in the cafeteria. In Sweden,
lunches are fred. You must learn to eat
a real meal,”

be so interested.”

|

[
Staff photos by Gary Caskﬁ‘y

[

The Obergs question Mrs. Spaniel about year-round school scheduling and indivi

Everyéne loves them-—glittering, fiery
diamonds. And now, during Hudson's
Semi-Annual Diamond Sale nearly
everyone can afford them. We've
taken 10% to 50% off the price of
every diamond in our $8,000,000
collection. So you'll save on rings,
earrings, pendants, bracelets, wed-
ding bands, engagement sets,
diamond watches, men’s rings and
more. Many set with rubles, emer-
dids and sapphires. Save now
through October 27, in Fine Jewelry.
Selection will vary by store.
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“In Sweden it’s not so open,” says Lars-Olaf Oberg, “You must have a special group of teachers to

SAVE10% TO 50% ON EVERY DIAMOND
IN OUR DAZZLING COLLECTION

$ave 50% on febulous diamond pleces Ile these. But hurry- |
quantities are limited and at these prices they won't last long.
. Diamond earrings shown, reg. $180 to $410, sale $90 to $205.







