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Tight-fisted budget shows revenue decline 
By DARLENE STINSON 

Finance director Mike Gorman says 
layoffs of some township employees 
are possible in 1980 because of the 
tightness of Canton's proposed $3.9 mil-
lion budget. 

For the first t ime in Canton's history, 
revenues are expected to decline from 
this year's levels during the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Despite a half-mill increase (50 cents 
per $1,000 assessed property valuation) 
in the tax rate, the 1980 budget propos-
al falls some $260,000 short of this 
year's $4.1 million general fund: 

Gorman admits that township offi-
cials may have to dip into Canton's 
$500,000 surplus or lay off some town-
ship hall workers if unexpected ex-
penses arise or revenues fall short of 
anticipations. 

Employees in the building and water 
departments could be most vulnerable 
to layoffs because of a sharp decline in 
construction activity and a resulting 
decrease in building permit revenues. 

During the first seven months of 
1979, the building department issued 45 
percent fewer single-family permits 
than the number issued during the 
same period last year. 

BUT GORMAN says that the slow-
down in Canton's decade-old construc-
tion boom is only adding to the tight-
ness of the 1980 budget. 

The building decline is not expected 
to result in a loss of revenues in 1980 as 
k a g as the anticipated 1,000 permits 
Afe issued 

Gorman said building revenues are 
expected to equal last year's levels be-
cause of action taken by the township 
board some two months ago to increase 
fees for building, plumbing, electrical 
and other permits. 

He attributes much of the decline in 
anticipated revenues to an expected 
$294,000 cut in monies which Canton 
will  receive from the state of Michigan 
next year. Also missing from the 
1980 budget proposal is the $800,000 of 
township surplus monies which were 
pumped into the general fund in 1979. 

A half-mill increase in the tax rate 
will  only make up about $400,000 of 
that amount. 

The millage hike brings Canton's op-
erating tax rate to the charter, town-
ship limit of five mills. The rate was 
rolled back to 4 Mi mills last year when 
surplus funds were used for the opera-
tion of the township. 

But Gorman expects Canton's sur-
plus will  equal only $500,000 by the end 
of the 1979 fiscal year. He says the 
fund must be kept on hand for con-
tingency purposes. 

THE EXPENDITURE side of the 
proposed budget shows little expansion 
of staff and capital improvements 
which Gorman called "practically non-
existent." 

The only new positions funded by the 
proposed budget are an assistant 
planner post and a part-t ime secretary 
for the newly-hired personnel director. 

Approximately $280,000 has been 
earmarked for capital improvements, 

but Gorman says that most of that 
amount will  be used for payments on 
prior commitments. 

The finance director described the 
budget proposal as a "corner-cutting" 
effort. 

The budget was formulated af ter de-
partment heads submitted their re-
quests for additional staff positions and 
capital improvements in 1980. Gorman 
said most of the requests were denied. 

Allocations for most line items in the 
budget approximate the sums which 
were earmarked last year, despite dou-
ble-digit inflation. 

Allocations for some line items, such 
as legal fees, were reduced. 

The 1979 revised budget allocated 
$80,000 for legal opinions and lawsuits. 
The 1980 budget proposal earmarks 
only $50,000 for that purpose. 

"That's enough if the township board 
and depar tment heads make it 
enough," Gorman said of the legal fee 
allocation. "They'll have to ask for as 
few attorney opinions as possible. It 
could work (if unexpected lawsuits 
don't arise.)" 

"Estimates this year are on the low 
side," he said of line item expenditures. 
"There's no room for any excesses. It'si 
to the point where if estimated reve-

Storing up 
The cold b las t of w in te r is only a shor t t i m e ahead , a s th is squ i r re l - who s c u r r i e s to bui ld up a food supply - undoubted ly knows. (Staff 
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Jocks vs. freaks 

High school rivalry  sparks rumble, arrests 
At least six students were arrested 

Tuesday afternoon af ter a ruckus at 
Plymouth Salem High School. 

Rivalry between two rival groups, 
which has become part of homecoming 
activities in recent years, apparently 
escalated into a f racas during which 
police were called to the scene. 

In past years, the two groups, self-
labeled as "jocks" (athletes) and 
" f reaks" (non-conformists) challenge 
each other to a rumble, gather around 
and look at each other, and then dis-
burse without serious incident. 

But this year the chanting between 
the groups led to someone throwing a 
milk carton, which was followed by 
rock throwing. No one was injured. 
Three or four large plate glass win-
dows in the commons area were bro-
ken, according to Salem principal Bill 
Brown. 

When Wayne County Sheriff deputies 
responded, students moved outdoors 
and began rocking the police car back 
and forth, threatening to tip it over. 

Before it was over, some eight Sher-
iff  patrol cars responded as well as po-
lice from Canton Police Department 
and the Michigan State Police in North-
ville. 

Six students were arrested and taken 
to the Sheriff 's Hines Park Mini-Sta-
tion. Five juveniles, formally charged 
with being disorderly persons, were re-
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leased and will  be turned over to juve-
nile authorities. 

An 18-year-old female student was 
arrested by deputies, charged with ob-
struction of justice, and released on 
$100 bond. An arraignment will  be 
scheduled in 35th District Court. 

Police would not confirm that at 
least three other students may have 
been arrested. School officials were 
told one student was charged with as-
sault of an officer. 

DEPUTY ANDY PRUNER said he 
was on general patrol in Plymouth 
Township when he got a call about a 
fight at Salem High. 

"I  went in and there were about 200-
300 youth on the south side of the 
school, yelling and screaming. The 
school officials were trying to break up 
the group but couldn't and they asked 
us to stick around. 

" I  placed myself in a position so I 
could watch the group, and a number of 
youth came over, surrounded my car, 
and started to rock it back and forth. It 
almost turned over a couple of t imes." 

Pruner said he asked for back-up as-
sistance af ter the students refused to 
disburse and eight units f rom the Sher-
iff 's patrol responded. 

When the eight cars arrived, Pruner 
said, the off icers began to drive into 
the crowd and eventually broke it up. 

Pruner said heavy damage was done 
to his patrol car, including a bent an-
tenna and deep gashes in the side of the 
car. 

State police and Canton police were 
on the scene in case they were needed, 
Pruner said, but the crowd was dis-
bursed as soon as the eight deputy cars 
arrived. 

BROWN SAID the problem began 
about 11 a.m. while all the administra-
tors were on cafeteria duty. 

Earl ier in the day, Brown said, a stu-
dent was brought in to his office for 
throwing a milk carton against a win-
dow and was suspended for three days. 

Another student involved was ques-
tioned and released when it was deter-
mined he had not been throwing ob-
jects. Brown speculated that student 
apparently returned to the commons 
area and may have agitated student 
feelings. 

Brown said the trouble started be-
cause of rivalry between jocks and 
freaks. 

"The jocks and freaks have declared 
certain areas of the high school to be 
their turf. It 's been that way for some 
time. 

"Apparently some two or three girls, 
who identify themselves as being part 
of the freak group, went to the upper 
commons area — an area staked out by 
the jocks. They came back downstairs 
and told friends they had been shoved 
around. 

"The students began recruiting oth-
ers from Canton High and returned. 
The trouble started when someone be-
gan throwing milk cartons, and then 
both sides began throwing rocks and 
pieces of broken concrete. 

"By this t ime it was noon and stu-
dents were out of class, so a large num-
ber of students had gathered around. 

"The fifth hour was about to begin 
and I went out and ordered everyone to 
go to class, and was greeted with some 
obscene gestures." 

At this point, Brown decided to re-
quest police assistance on the premises 
in case they were needed. "I then got 

on the public address system and asked 
everyone to return to class. About 100 
did go back to class, leaving about 200 
outside. 

"We then instructed teachers to be-
gin taking attendance so we could iden-
tify  those who weren't in class. This got 
some more back in class, leaving may-
be 150 outside. 

"I  wasn't there but I understand 
f rom an administrator that, at this 
point, a Sheriff's car moved to a spot 
behind the cafeteria to encourage stu-
dents to get inside. That's when the kids 
started to push the car around." 

Brown said he was told that when a 
deputy moved in to get students back 
into class, one student responded by 
jeering, cussing and spitting at the offi-
cer and then kicked him. That student 
was arrested and charged with assault-
ing a police officer. 

Brown also said he didn't believe the 
outbreak was related to homecoming 
activities. "This rivalry goes on all the 
time, and just happened to break out 
now." 

nues aren't there, the people can't be 
there." 

Gorman expects that the 1981 fiscal 
year will  be just as tight for Canton 
Township. He anticipates that federal 
revenue sharing funds will  be cut alto-
gether in 1981 and that state revenue 
sharing funds will  be reduced farther 

Under the township's charter, the 
budget for the fiscal year which begins 
Jan. 1 must be approved by Oct. 31. 

The township board has scheduled a 
public hearing on the proposed budget 
for Oct. 23 and expects to approve the 
budget on Oct 30. 

Grant 
for  aged 
denied 

Five communities which banded to-
gether in order to apply for a senior 
citizens program government grant 
saw their $48,000 request slashed to 
$3,000. 

Canton Township, Westland, Wayne, 
Garden City and Dearborn Heights 
failed to discover why the grant re-
quest was not honored by the Detroit-
Wayne County Area Agency on Aging. 
Director Fred Ferr is was unavailable, 
for comment.) 

The agency, which allocates some $6 
million in various senior citizen pro-
grams, directed that the $3,000 be used 
for the purchase of equipment such as 
mops and brooms. 

The five communities last summer 
applied for the grant in order to contin-
ue a home services program that had, 
until September, been run by the Can-
ton-Northville-Plymouth YMCA. The Y 
decided not to re-apply for the $21,000 
federal grant it had been receiving 

The program provided such services 
as meal preparation, financial plan-
ning, light housekeeping and grocery 
shopping under homemaker services; 
and household maintenance, lawn care 
and other non-continuous jobs under 
chore services. 

Canton Township officials had criti-
cized the operation of the Y program, 
saying senior citizens in their commu-
nity were not getting an equal amount 
of service compared to other communi-
ties involved in the program. 

According to Canton grants coordi-
nator Terry Carroll, the disagreement 
over the running of the home services 
program was one of the reasons Canton 
decided to apply for the grant in con-
junction with other communities. 

He said he was convinced Canton 
would have had no chance of getting a 
grant by itself. 

CARROLL SAID Canton is now con-
sidering the option of Westland serving 
as a coordinator for a homeservices 
program conducted by the communi-
ties that were turned down for the 
grant. 

David Wiacek, director of Westland's 
department of aging, said the city has-
had a home chores program funded 

(Continued on page 4A) 

Proposal cuts off building permits 
for companies lax about repairs 

SWEET SUCCESS 
"Piano, Whitney by Kimball. Needs 
tuning." A simple ad that sings a 
sweet success song for Leona Ray-
field. Leona's ad ran in the classi-
fied pages of her hometown news-
paper, the best marketplace in 
town, and she sold her instrument 
right away. Give us a call today 
and torn your unused items into 
something you need. 

591-0900 

Under a proposed zoning ordinance 
amendment now being studied by the 
planning commission, the township 
building department would no longer 
issue permits to builders who have 
failed to make construction repairs. 

The ordinance, submitted to the 
planninc commission Monday night, 
authorizes the permit stoppage if a 
builder fails to comply with an arbitra-
tion decision of the Home Owners' 
Warranty (HOW) board or an order of 
the Michigan Department of Licensing 
and Regulations. 

The ordinance also requires builders 
to post a performance bond at the t ime 
temporary occupancy permits for un-
finished homes or businesses are is-
sued. 

If  all unfinished work is not complet-
ed by the t ime the temporary occupan-
cy permit expires, the bond money 
would be used to make the repairs. 

The bond would equal 110 percent of 
the value of the unfinished work to a 
maximum $20,000 for builders of sev-
eral homes in a development. 

SUPERVISOR NOEL CULBERT, 
who drafted the ordinance along with 
building and planning department em-
ployees, said the zoning amendment 
would "take care of the trouble build-
er." 

Although building complaints have 
slacked off in recent months, hundreds 
of homeowners have complained in the 
past of shoddy workmanship and build-
ing defects that were never repaired. 

According to Culbert, only two or 
three homeowner complaints are unre-
solved at the current time. A task force 
comprised of building department em-
ployees and construction company rep-
resentatives cleaned up most of the 
complaints that were submitted last 

winter. 
At the time, township officials talked 

of passing an ordinance that would cut 
off additional permits to builders who 
had failed to make repairs within a 
reasonable period of time. 

An ordinance modeled af ter a down-
river community's law was presented 
to the township board last spring. But 
Culbert said no action was taken on the 
proposal because the ordinance was too 
complicated to be workable. 

He believes that the ordinance which 
was sent to the planning commission 
this week will  give the township "lever-
age" against builders who are sluggish 
in making repairs. 
' "If  a guy doesn't do things properly, 

we see no point in issuing him more 
permits," Culbert said. "The bond 
doesn't hurt them if they do the work, 
because they'll get all the money 
back." 

BEFORE THE ORDINANCE can be 
passed, the planning commission must 
schedule a public hearing on the pro-
posed law and submit its recommenda-
tion to the township board. Township 
board members will  ultimately pass or 
reject the proposal. 

Planning commissioners took no ac-
tion on the proposed ordinance Monday 
night. 

Culbert said provisions in the town-
ship's subdivision control ordinance 
would supplement the builder regula-
tions contained in the proposed zoning 
ordinance amendment. 

The subdivision control ordinance 
authorizes the township planner to re-
quire a j jer formance bond from build-
ers to ensure completion of utilities 
and sidewalks in a development. 
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