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Grudge game

Anything can happen Saturday
when Michigan State hosts Michi-
gan.in the annual battle for state
gridiron supremacy. If MSU’s Matt
Foster (67), from Livonia, blocks
as well as he does in the photo at
the right, U-M supporters like Ber-
nie Cosenas (left), from West
Bloomfield, and Debbie Romano,
from Livonia, may have little to
cheer about. See Doug Funke’s col-
umn in today’s sports section for
some background on the intra-
state rivalry. (Staff photos by Gary
Caskey)
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Officials go for Detroit mayor to get main

Canton and Westland officials are
scheduled to meet Oct. 1 with Detroit
Mayor Coleman Young in an attempt
to garner Young's support for the
building of a new water main to im-
prove area water pressure.

According to Canton attorney
George Ward, the township has “‘expec-
tations” that Young will order the De-
troit Water and Sewer Department to
build the long-planned Stark Road
Main, a project that will cost about $2
million.

If Young orders the building of Stark
Main (so called because it would run
along a portion of Stark Road in Livo-
nia), officials will also need to iron out
the question of who will finance the
project. Westland and Canton, in meet-
ings with water department represent-
atives, had offered to finance the main.
Canton Supervisor Noel Culbert said
the offer had been turned down.

The new main and accompanying
pumping station are expected to allevi-
ate the problems both communities
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contract since March.

Cops’ contract

gives big raise

Canton patrol officers will receive a 33 percent pay increase over a
three-year period under their first union contract with the township.

The contract increases the officers’ former salary of about $15,000 a
year to $18,205, retroactive to July 1. Salaries will be increased to
$19,115 on Jan. 1; to' $20,550 on July 1, 1980; and to almost $22,000 on

Finance director Mike Gorman says the pay hike brings the salaries of
township officers to about the average police wage in the area.

The contract with the Cantan Police Officers Association (CPOA) was
ratified last week by a 5-2 vote of the township board, with Trustees
Robert Greenstein and Carol Bodenmiller dissenting.

The 18-member CPOA voted unanimously to accept the contract two

The agreement, which is retroactive to July 1, gives the officers a 14
percent pay increase the first year, a 12 percent increase during the
second year of the contract and a 7 percent increase during the third

Officers who were hired before last July 1 will receive a $1,000 bonus
at the time the contract is signed in addition to their retroactive pay.

Officers who are hired in the future will start at about $16,500 during
the first year of the contract, about $17,000 during the second year and
about $18,000 during the third year of the contract.

Gorman said the contract improves the officers’ medical and dental
insurance coverage as well as vacation benefits.

The patrol officers, who voted to join the Police Officers Association
of Michigan (POAM) last November, have been negotiating for their first

have been having with low water pres-
sure.

Canton and Westland were also in-
formed last month by the Michigan
Health Department that water line ex-
tensions or tap-ins for large water
users in either community would not be
approved because of the pressure prob-
lems.

THE COMMUNITIES have threat-

ened to file a joint lawsuit against the
City of Detroit if the main is not built,
on the premise that the city is not ful-
filling its contractual obligation to pro-
vide adequate water.

Culbert said Detroit has not built the
main because of a pending lawsuit filed
by suburban communities over unilat-
eral sewer rate increases. Neither
officials from Young'’s office nor from
the water department would return

calls asking about the status of the
main.

According to Culbert, the engineer-
ing and preliminary plans for the main
were completed two years ago. If De-
troit finalized the plans, the Canton su-
pervisor said he would expect construc-
tion to begin next spring and be com-
pleted by fall.

“Apparently, we won't have to file
the lawsuit,” Culbert said. “I'm really

happy that there’s good news, finally,
for Canton.”

Westland Mayor Tom Taylor was out
of town and unavailable for comment

Culbert said he believes completion
of the main would spur industrial de-
velopment in Canton.

“That's why we're not getting indus-
try in the township. Developers have
said that.”

HUD expansion given on low-income complex

Lawsuit cools off in court

Forest City, Inc. has agreed to wait
until next January for a ruling on its
request for court-ordered township
board approval of a low-income apart-
ment complex near the Pickwick sub-
division.

Canton attorney Dave Berry said the
Cleveland-based firm agreed to drop
its request for an immediate court or-
der after the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD) ex-
tended its approval of rent subsidies
for the proposed complex until a trial
is held. ,

The trial is scheduled for Jan. 7 be-
fore Wayne County Circuit Judge John
Kirwan. HUD approval of the complex
originally was to expire last Friday.

The township board denied site plans
for the complex by a unanimous vote
last July on the grounds that the
Pickwick PUD (Planned Unit Develop-
ment) agreement had been violated.
Township officials said the zoning of
the parcel therefore reverted to single-
family residential — the zoning of the
land before the 1971 PUD agreement

was signed.

Forest City owns the 18-acre parcel
south of Warren and east of Lilley
which the Southfield-based Amurcon
Corp. had proposed to buy. Amurcon
proposed building and managing the In-
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Short Takes

’No conflict’
Trustee Bob Greenstein, who has backed the bid of
Omnicon Corp. for a cable television franchise, ad-

Developer Loren Gould

\

dependence Square apartment com-
plex.

Amurcon’s purchase agreement stip-
ulated, however, that the zoning of the
land remain multiple. Forest City at-
torneys maintained that their firm
would suffer “immediate and irrepar-
able injury” if the court does not order
approval of Amurcon’s site plans.

They maintain that the township
board used the alleged violation of the

PUD agreement as an excuse to change
the land’s zoning and deny the low-in-
come apartment proposal.

According to Berry, Forest City at-
torneys said they would drop their re-
quest for an immediate court order at
a hearing held before Judge Kirwan
last Friday if HUD granted an exten-
sion of its low-income approval.

HUD authorized the extension on
Tuesday, and Judge Kirwan cancelled

a second hearing which was originally
scheduled for Wednesday:.

“I think the whole idea of requesting
an immediate writ was to ask HUD for
an extension,” Berry said. “By filing
the suit, they gave HUD a reason to ex-
tend.”

Residents of Pickwick subdivision
have expressed vehement oppostion to
construction of the proposed low-in-
come apartments near their homes.

Recreation director hired

Robert Dates, part-time recreation
program supervisor, has been named to
the number-two position in the Canton
Parks and Recreation Department.

Date’s appointment to the $16,000-a-
year recreation director post was con-
firmed by a 5-2 vote of the Canton
Township board last week, with Trus-
tees Robert Greenstein and Stephen
Larson dissenting.

He will fill the full-time position va-
cated by former recreation director
Brenda Pollack, who resigned more
than a year ago.

Ms. Pollack, former head of the de-
partment, submitted her resignation

after the township board created the
higher position of recreation superin-
tendent. The superintendent slot was
filled by Michael Gouin about one year
ago.

The recreation director position has
not been filled since Ms. Pollack re-
signed.

Gouin said Dates will hold responsi-
bility for the day-to-day administration
of recreational programs, program
planning and the training of staff.

Gouin, who holds the $22,000-a-year
superintendent position, is responsible
for long-range planning and the admin-
istration of the entire department.

Dates, 26, has served as part-time

program supervisor since last April.

He holds bachelor and masters de-
grees in recreation from Central Michi-
gan University. He served as recre-
ation program director in Fort Jack-
son, South Carolina for a year and as
youth director in Alexandria, La. for a
year.

Gouin said Dates’ salary is included
in the proposed $179,000 recreation
budget that he has requested of the
township administration for 1980.

The recreation department has four
full-time staffers, three year-round
part-timers and a number of seasonal
workers. '

Trees get saved

withdrawn his site plan

Ghetto dweller?
Supervisor Noel-Culbert said he didn’t mean it the

mits that the corporation is a client of his brother
— attorney Gary Greenstein. Bob Greenstein, who
also is an attorney, shares office space with his
brother. But Bob insists that his backing of Omni-
con over three other cable television firms does not
constitute a conflict of interest. “We don’t share
income, period,” Bob said of his business relation-
ship with his brother. “All we do is share rent and a
secretary.” Bob says he supports Omnicon because
that firm already has won tentative approval of the

township board for the cable TV franchise. Three
other cable TV firms subsequently applied for the
township contract. “If there’s not anyone way bet-
ter, why change?” Bob asked. -

application for a controversial warehouse near the
Holiday Park subdivision, according to Canton
Planner Jim Kosteva. Some 60 residents who live
near the 15-acre parcel vehemently objected to
Gould’s plan at a Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA)
meeting last month. The residents said removal of
the trees from the site would increase freeway
noise heard in the subdivision. The ZBA tabled
Gould’s request to waive the tree ordinance which

uires developers to replace trees that aré re-

ed during the course of construction. According
to Kosteva, Gould never appeared before the plan-
ning commission with his site plan application.

way it sounded. But during a light moment at last
Tuesday’s township board meeting, Culbert joking-
ly referred to the entire area south of Ford Road as
“a ghetto.” The remark was made after a develop-
er commented that he planned to move to Canton
Township. “I live in the ghetto — south of Ford
Road,” said Culbert, a resident of Stonegate subdi-
vision near Palmer and Lilley. “You wouldn’t want
to live there.” The remark was probably predicated
by the observance that property values south-of
Ford Road used to be lower than those north of the
highways. Realtors say that situation is now disap-
pearing.
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Task force backs county executive

By TOM LONERGAN als set the stage for a major political
battle in ensuing weeks among Detroit,
suburban and out-state legislators in
Lansing.

Detroit Democrats favor a county
manager to head a restructured county
government.

Out-county interests have been peti-
tioning most of the year for direct elec-

County executive backers in western
Wayne got a boost this week from a
special state task force on county gov-
ernment reorganization.

The 15-member group endorsed a re-
form package that proposes an elected
county executive. The reform propos-

Staymg fzt

Ruth Gill, 58, appears to be all tied up right now — and that's
because she has recently started two yoga classes at the Plymouth
Community Family Y.

Mrs. Gill, who has been practicing yoga for 15 years, is an enthusi-
astic proponent of its invigorating effect on the body and mind.

Before learning yoga, she said she was a “uptight,nervous person. It
has been very beneficial for me — just like the a miracle in my life.”

At this point, she said more women than men enroll in yoga classes
but most take the class to learn to “relax naturally without all those
drugs.”

Classes are held in Plymouth and Northville on Tuesdays and

Thursdays. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)
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tion of a county executive, much the
same as a strong mayor. In this bloc
were board of commissioners Chair-
man Richard Manning, D-Redford;
state Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-North-
ville; and Rep. Thomas Brown, D-West-
land.

THE TASK force recommended 10-4
that a special Charter Commission be
elected by county voters next year to
write a new county constitution. Three
Detroit task force members and one
county union representative opposed
the recommendations.

Detroit representatives want the
commission to have the option of re-
commending either an elected county

executive or appointed county mana-
ger to head a restructured government.

State law, which the task force said
should remain unchanged, now only al-
lows a charter commissionto recom-
mend a county executive. All govern-
ment changes recommended by a char-
ter commission are subject to voter ap-
proval.

THE TASK force, appointed by Gov.
Milliken, Senate Majority Leader Wil-
liam Faust, D-Westland and House
Speaker Bobby Crim, D-Davison, said
the charter commission should:

+ Be elected from the existing 27
county commissioner districts.

« Have authority to recommend that

Plymouth-Canton

OBITUARIES

HURLEY MITCHEM

Services for Hurley Mitchem, 54, of
S. Main Street, Plymouth, were held in
Lambert Funeral Home, Plymouth,
with burial in Riverside Cemetery,
Plymouth. Officiating was the Rev.
James Dillon from Landmark Baptist
Church.

Mitchem, who died Sept. 24, had
moved to Plymouth 22 years ago and
had been employed for the past 15

"years as a welder repairman for

Bathey Manufacturing Co.

Survivors include his wife, Geneva; a
son, Donald; four daughters, Jewell
Wilhelmi, Judith Forbing, Bonnie Dar-

20% OFF

ON WINTER OUTERWEAR

12 oFf
GIRL’S BACK-TO-SCHOOL DRESSES

“Come downstairs
and see us”’

Westland Center Only

ga, Beverly Yakley; 10 grandchildren;
and one great-grandson.

THOMAS WEAL

Services for Thomas Weal, 82, of De-
troit, were held in Lambert Funeral
Home with burial in White Chapel
Cemetery, Oakland County.

Weal, who died Sept. 23 in Apple-
wood Nursing Center in Woodhaven,
was a retired shipping clerk for Mine
Safety Appliances.

Survivors include his wife, Almedia,;
a son, Richard; two sisters, Jean Rohr
and Ead Martin; two grandchildren;
and one great-grandchild.
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the county road and drain commissions

be abolished.
» Maintain the elected offices of pro-

secutor, sheriff, treasurer, clerk and
register of deeds in a new government.

BUT BEFORE anything is changed,
the Michigan Legislature must approve
county charter status for Wayne, pav-
ing the way for election of a charter
commission.

The legislature must also approve
expanded authority for the charter
group to abolish the road and drain
commissions.

The deficit-plagued county, facing

Kiwanis
leaders
selected

William Miller recently was in-
stalled as president of the Kiwanis Club
of Plymouth at a dinner meeting held
in the Mayflower Hotel.

John Eagan and Kenneth Way are
the new vice presidents of the club
which meets Tuesday nights in the
Mayflower.

Ronald Lutz was installed as club
treasurer and Ron South as secretary.

The new officers will begin their of-
ficial duties today.

The Kiwanis Club meetings begin at
7:30 p.m. in the Miles Standish Room of
the Mayflower Hotel.

Men interested in learning more
about Kiwanis and its community in-
volvement can attend any meeting.

10% OFF
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another cash flow crisis in mid-Octo-
ber, isn’t expecting any state aid until a
county reorganization
bill is passed by the Legislature.

Wayne County will end the fiscal
year with an $18.2 million deficit.

Gov. Milliken, who supports a Wayne |

county executive, has refused new
state aid for Wayne County until the

legislature amends the County Home .
Rule Act to allow more comprehensive

reforms than are now possible.

The high level task force recommen-
dations will “‘get the immediate atten-
tion of the House and Senate’ said
Chairman Manning.

But he added, “It's difficult to assess
what, if anything, is going to be put on
the governor’s desk.” Manning said it
could take up to three months to get a
bill to the governor, since Detroit rep-
resentatives balked at the task force
recommendations.

GEAKE SAID the legislature will fa-
vor a Wayne county executive for two
reasons.

“The governor says he won't sign any
other bill, and most legislators favor
letting the people decide whether they
want a county executive,”

Brown added: “The legislature
doesn’t have to listen to the task force,
but I think the majority will.”

He emphasized that the bottom line
to any charter commission recommen-
dation was the required voter approval

Even though they recommended it
the western Wayne representatives
said they were disappointed that a
charter commission would be selected
from existing districts, which favor De-
troit by a 15-12 margin. They say the
1980 census will show the suburbs have
a majority of the population.
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How these Danskins can-can!
Performing knits that arch,
bend, stretch, or go disco.

Following you, move for move: body-fluid
fashion energizers in women's S-M-L sizes.
A. Competition-specific gymnastic leotard in
Jed nylon blend, contrast sweep-striped, $13.
Milliskin® cushioned black slipper, S-XL, $6.
B. Halter leotard does some dipping in blend
o 1ylon/spandex, dazzly celestial blue, $17:
Paired with a straight®and swingy polyester
matching wrap skirt in celestial blue, $22.

C. Classic nylon leotard hued in black, navy
or velvet brown. Also in XL sizes, 9.50.
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Davis denies Jewish bias— but

By TERI BANAS

A Troy attorney won a new court
date in 35th District Court after con-
vincing the judge that pretrial publicity
about the attorney’s conflict with an-
other judge over a religious holiday
might prejudice the jury.

The controversy began last week
when anether 35th District Court judge,
Dunbar Davis, refused to change a trial
date scheduled for Yom Kippur, a Jew-
ish holy day, at the request of defense
attorney Sandor Gelman.

Gelman had agreed to the original
date a month ago but requested the
change a week later after realizing
Yom Kippur fell on Oct. 1. Davis’ refus-
al to postpone the trial angered Gel-
man and prompted protests by the
Anti-Defamation League.

On Wednesday, Davis, the presiding
judge of the district court, disqualified

himself and reassigned the case to
Judge James Garber without changing
the trial date.

Gelman’'s motion for a new trial,
based on pretrial publicity, was grant-
ed by Garber last Thursday. .

Judge Garber will hear the case Oct.
18. Gelman'’s case, which involves auto
negligence, was remanded from Wayne
County Circuit Court to the 35th Dis-
trict Court because of a county back-
log.

%elman said he wasn't “happy with
the way things turned out” but the new
date was “just fine.

“I've found a lawyer’'s way of dealing
with the situation without really ad-
dressing the issue. It means I get to en-
gage in my religious practice and my
client gets his day in court.”

LAST WEEK Gelman accused Davis
of Jewish prejudice when the judge

refused to change the trial date of Oct.
1. Davis denied the charge.

“I don’t think there’s the least basis
for that statement,” Davis said. “But
you tend to bristle when someone says
something like that."”

Judge Davis said he disqualified him-
self not because of a prejudice towards
Jews but because “I felt a bit anta-
gonistic toward him (Gelman) for mak-
ing that statemgnt.

“I have certainly no conscious preju-
dice against anyone,” Davis said. “I
never concern myself with whether a
lawyer’s a Jew or Gentile. They're no
different than Indians, blacks or people
from my own home state of South Ca-
rolina.”

Davis said he refused Gelman’s re-
quest because it would inconvenience
jurors scheduled for that trial and
would leave him with “nothing to do
for that day — which is a waste of the

Homecoming queen hopefuls

Plymouth-Canton High School females who have been named to the
homecoming court are (from left) Brenda Bartlett, a senior; Lori Er-
delyi, a sophomore; Carol McCully, a senior; Lisa Parmer, a fresh-
man; Sondra Gillon, a senior; Kallie Bila, a junior; Kathy Jennings, a

taxpayer’s money.

“It’s just too much trouble to adjourn
a jury trial.” The situation is less com-
plicated for non-jury trials, he said.

“In non-jury cases it's no problem,”
Davis said. “I've granted quite liberally
there.

“I don’t think he (Gelman) believes I
am prejudiced” but that Gelman was
looking for a way to gain postpone-
ment.

“I'm just putting two and two togeth-
er,” Davis added.

GELMAN, however, has not changed
his feelings about the judge.

“I believe he’s anti-Semitic based on
his unreasonable attitudes,” Gelman
said Thursday after Garber granted the
delay.

“With four weeks notice you'd think
he could find something else to do on
Oct. 1,” Gelman said. “That’s just in-
credible.”

senior; and Sue Farwell, a senior. The homecoming queen will be
selected from the court next Friday night. (Staff photo by Gary Cas-

key)
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Want to express your views about pending legis-

Know your lawmakers

lation, or about legislation you think should be
pending. Send a letter or postcard to your local
legislator, who may be responsive to suggestions
frdm citizens. Following is a listing of lawmakers
representing the Plymouth-Canton area:

. U.S. CONGRESS

2nd District (includes Plymouth and Plymouth
Tdwnship): U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth.

15th District (includes Canton): U.S. Rep. William
D. Ford, D-Taylor.

U.S. SENATE

Donald W. Riegle Jr., D-Flint, and Carl Levin, D-
Detroit.

MICHIGAN SENATE

13th District (includes Canton): William Faust, D-
Westland, 8228 Ravine Drive, Westland 48185, 522-
5832, 14th District (includes Plymouth and Plym-
outh Township): R. Robert Geake, R-Northville,
48525 W. Eight Mile, Northville 48167, 349-2319.

MICHIGAN HOUSE

37th District (includes Canton und part of Plym-
outh Township): Thomas H. Brown, D-Westland,
1917 Eagle, Westland 48185, 721-1125; 32nd District
(idcludes City of Plymouth and part of Plymouth
Tqwnship): Roy Smith, R-Saline, 7768 Munger, Yp-

silanti, 48197, 971-0330.

o ”

COUNTY COMMISSIONER

27th District (includes Plymouth, Canton and
Plymouth townships): R. William Joyner, D-Plym-
outh, 45951 Amesbury, Plymouth 48170, 453-1390.

35TH DISTRICT COURT

Serves Plymouth, Northville, Canton, Plymouth
and Northville townships. Judge Dunbar Davis and

Judge James Garber.

CITY OF PLYMOUTH

Meetings first and third Monday at 7:30 p.m. in
city hall, 201 S. Main. Acting City Manager Ken
Way, Clerk Paul Brumfield, Acting Treasurer Carol
Groth, Mayor Mary Childs. 453-1234.

CANTON TOWNSHIP

Meetings first, second and fourth Tuesdays at 7
p.m. in Township Administration Building, 1150 S.
Canton Center Road. Supervisor Noel Culbert,
Clerk John Flodin, Treasurer James Donahue. 397-

1000.

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP

Meetings on first, second and fourth Tuesday of
each month except during July and August at 7:30
p.m. in township hall, 42350 Ann Arbor Road. Su-
pervisor Thomas Notebaert, Clerk Esther Hulsing,
Treasurer Joseph West. 453-3840.

PLYMOUTH-CANTON
SCHOOLS

Meetings second and fourth Monday at 7:30 p.m.
in board office at 454 S. Harvey. Superintendent
John M. Hoben. 453-0200. School news hotline, 453-

0271,

SCHOOLCRAFT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Serving schools districts of Plymouth-Canton,
Northville, Livonia, Clarenceville and Garden City.
Meets fourth Wednesday each month. 18600 Hag-
gerty Road, Livonia. 591-6400. President C. Nelson

Grote,

COMMUNITY

J

SEMTA to form fare zone

Creation of an addi-
tional fare zone will be
the topic of a public hear-
ing at noon Tuesday, Oct.
3 In,the downtown De-
troit office of the

Sodtheastern Michigan.

Tr4nsportation Authority
(SEMTA).

The meeting, on the

u 13th floor of the First Na-

atiobal Building at 660

Woodward, is open to all
interested persons.

Planned service expan-
sions make the establish-
ment of this new zone
necesary, SEMTA said.

Boundaries of the pro-
posed fare zone, which is
approximately three
miles wide, are; '

On the north, 23 Mile
Road from Lake St. Clair

to an extension of the
Wayne-Washtenaw Coun-
ty boundary.

On the West, the
Wayne-Washtenaw Coun-
ty boundary to Newport
Road (extended): and on
the south, from Newport
Road (extended) east to
Lake Erie.

Currently the SEMTA
service area is divided

into seven fare zones,
each approximately three
miles wide. The new zone
would be the eighth.

Base fare for travel
through two zones is 55
cents. Each additional
zone costs 15 cents, and
maximum fare for travel
through all eight zones
will be $1.45 for local
routes -
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Gelman said he contacted Judge
Davis’ office and received a runaround
from his clerk. Gelman said she told
him “We know when Christmas is. . .”
and then refused to allow him to speak
to Davis unless he appeared in person.

After threatening to contact the
Michigan Supreme Court’s administra-
tion office, Gelman said the clerk
stated that he could speak to the judge
when “he’s not busy.”

“The man obviously has some hang-
ups,” he added, referring to Davis’ for-
mer comments in open court and the
media about homosexuals.

Judge Davis’ views on homosexuality
surfaced last spring following more
than 100 arrests involving homosexuals
along Interstate-275 and in Hines Park.

Davis, who publically admitted a
bias against homosexuals, disqualified
himself from many of the hearings of

Garber gets case

those charged with indecent exposure
and gross indecency.

JUDGE GARBER, despite Gelman's
charges, strongly supports his col-
league’s integrity and character as a
judge.

“It's an unfortunate situation,”
Garber said. “There are two men of
strong principals here. They both seem
to be decent people.”

Garber said he was sympathetic to
both men’s arguments

He said he understood Davis' persis-
tence in holding Gelman to a prear-
ranged trial date. He also said he un-
derstood Gelman's original confusion
in the exact date of Yom Kippur which
falls on different dates each year

Garber said backlogs are created
“primarily” because of adjournments.
“That’s why you have suits down there
that are 6 years old.”

Rent hike termed
‘revenge’ by tenants

of mobile home park

Residents of the Holiday Estates mo-
bile home park in Canton have been hit
with a substantial lot rental increase,
from $95 per month to $140.

Sterling Johr, vice president of the
Holiday Estates Mobile Home Associa-
tion, says he believes the increase is the
park owner’s retaliation for a flurry of
lawsuits and complaints levied by resi-
dents.

According to Johr, the association
has called a meeting from 2 to 5 p.m.
Oct. 7 at the Canton recreation center
on Geddes Road for residents of all the
mobile home parks owned by Sheldon
Futurnick.

In addition to Holiday Estates, Fu-
turnick owns the Royal Holiday park in
Canton and the Holiday Woods and Hol-
iday West parks in Belleville.

Johr said the 180 members of the
Holiday Estates association (the park
has 300 lots) have a number of
grievances against Futurnick.

“He promised us we could sell the
mobile homes and leave them here on
the lots, but he’s not doing it,” Johr said
of the park owner. “He promised us a
pool and recreation center,ut then
said he never promised them. The by-
laws mention rules for use of a club-
house, even though there isn’t any.”

Johr claims a neighbor used to own a
dog, but it was poisoned. The neighbor

is still being forced to pay a pet fee
even though the animal is dead.

Futurnick could not be reached for
comment on the charges.

THE HOLIDAY ESTATES organiza-
tion has further complaints about Can-
ton Township and State of Michigan of-
ficials.

Johr says the group tried to get help
from those officials in enforcing its
rights, but those efforts have gotten
nowhere.

“The whole park is just set up wrong.
The lots were designed for mobile
homes 12 feet wide by 55 feet long, but

¢« he (Futurnick) has been putting 14-foot
by 70-foot homes on there. They just
can’t be set up right on those lots and
they fall to pieces,” Johr says.

The association vice president says
some 20 lawsuits have been filed by in-
dividual residents for a variety of prob-
lems. He says the rent increse is “much
higher” than at other parks in the area.

“A lot of people are on fixed incomes
and just can't afford the increase. But
what do you do? You can't just stick
your mobile home in your back pocket
and go somewhere else,” Johr said.

Johr added that he and Association
President C.J. Marshall would be meet-
ing with other board members to deter-
mine how the residents should deal
with the rent increases.
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