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- Board heeds prbtest to curb police tax hike

By DARLENE STINSON

The Canton Township board has es-
tablished the tax rate for police at 3%
mills ($3.25 per $1,0000 assessed prop-
erty valuation)—.75 mills less than the
E)te requested by Police Chief Jerry

X.

Cox had asked the board to double
the police tax levy from two to four
mills to allow the hiring of six addi-
tional patrol officers and six police
cadets.

At midnight Tuesday, however, the
board voted 5-2 to reduce the amount
of the proposed tax hike. The board
was responding to residents who, dur-
ing the three-hour public hearing, had
objected to doubling the millage rate.

The also voted to increase the
general fund tax levy by a half mill (50
cents per §1,000 assessed property
valuation) and to maintain the 1.25-mill
tax levy for the fire department as rec-

>

ommended by finance director Mike only six additional personnel tq be was transferred from the general fund

Gorman.

The vote will mean a two-mill in-
crease in the amount of taxes paid by
property owners for operation of town-
ship government, the police depart-
ment, and the fire department.

That translates into a $48-a-year tax
increase for the owners of homes as-
sessed at $24,000. '

Trustee Eugene Daley and Treasurer
Jim Donahue voted against setting the
police tax levy at 3% mills. Trustee
Robert Greenstein was the only board
member who voted against setting the
general fund rate at 5 mills and the fire
levy at last year’s level.

COX HAD ASKED the board to dou-
ble the police tax rate in order to in-

crease his department’s staff by 12 per- ' posed $1.2 million budget for 1980.

sons.

Following the vote, Cox said the
mandatory reduction in the depart-
ment’s 1980 proposed budget will allow

/

hired.

Cox wanted to beef up his staff by 12
to increase the township’s police-resi-
dent ratio from the current lével af .57
patrol officers per 1,000 residents to

.88 officers per 1,000 residents. Ac¢ord-
ing to the chief, the federal gavernment
recommends two police officers| per
1,000 residents. ‘

“I RESPECT their decision ‘and the
|difficult place they’re in,” said Cgx in
response to residents’ objections tg the
two-mill increase. “But there's no way
we can come back to the board pext
year—in an election year—and expect
them to address this issue.”

The reduction in the proposed mil-
lage hike will pare approximately
$238,000 from the department’s |pro-

This year, the police department op-
erated on a $788,000 budget. Althpugh
only two mills were levied ior ice,
the budget included 8260,(100 ich

surplus.

AT A PUBLIC HEARING held some
weeks ago, most residents spoke in fa-
vor of the proposed four-mill tax levy
for police on grounds that the police de-
partment should be expanded.

Although only one public hearing
was legally required, resident Robert
Miller demanded the scheduling of an-
other hearing Tuesday night on grounds
that citizen notification of the first
hearing did not state the amount of the
proposed tax increase.

At Tuesday’s hearing, Miller and
other residents questioned the authori-
ty of the board to increase the police
tax rate without a vote of the people
under the Headlee amendment.

But board members maintained that
Headlee does not apply to~special as-
sessments for police and fire because
public referendums establishing the as-
sessment districts authorize the town-

ship to levy up to 10 mills for police
and fire protection. !

“People are going to have to decide
if they want police protection or if they
want to eat,” said resident Martha Mil-

layoffs of approximately one-third to
one-half of the police department.

A three-mill tax levy would mean
maintaining this year’s status quo.

The 3% mills which were approved

ler, referring to tax hikes approved for ag); resylt in a slight expansion. The

Plymouth-Canton Schools, a Canton li-
brary and other governmental units
this year.

About 25 persons attended the hear-
ing, half of whom seemed to favor the
suggestion.

But other residents continued to
speak for a larger tax hike for police.

“You can make sacrifices in grocer-
ies, your car and going to the lake,”
said homeowner Bob Fortune. “But two
things are very important — good edu-
cation and knowing that when you go to
work, your home is safe.”

ACCORDING TO board méembers, a
repeat of last year’'s two-mill tax levy
for police would mean mandatory

department was established as a part:
time force in 1976.

Finance director Gorman had rec-
ommended a half-mill increase in the
general fund tax levy in order to bring
the operating millage to the township's
charter limit of five five mills.

Although the township usually levies
five mills for operation, Gorman said
the tax rate was reduced to 4% mills
last year when $365000 was taken
from surplus funds for operational pur-
poses.

Gorman expects surplus funds will
total $500,000 to $700,000 by the end of
the 1979 fiscal year. He has recom-
mended keeping those monies in a con-
tingency fund in 1980.
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Tentative settlement
leaves both sides leary =

By EMORY DANIELS

The aftermath of the strike has
found some parents demanding higher
instructional quality in return for the
additional dollars which will be paid
Plymouth-Canton teachers.

The aftermath also finds the board
and administration concerned about
the possibility of a millage request or
program cuts in the third year of the
contract.

And the day after settlement found
large numbers of teachers very unhap-
py about the agreement reached on the
elementary school day, and make-up

days for the Extended School Year
(ESY) faculties.

DESPITE A lot of negative feelings
about the settlement, teachers finally
voted 580 to 150 Monday morning to
return to work.

Before that de¢ision had been
reached, teachers voted to table ac-
ceptance of the fact-finder’s report for
seven days. That vote, which would
have prolonged the strike for seven
fays, was defeated by a narrow margin
in both a voice vote and stand-up yote.

The board itself was split on accept-
ing the fact-finder’s settlement by a 4-3

School resumes
on short notice

By JAMES CLARK

There was no time wasted after the
Plymouth-Canton school board and
striking teachers came to an agree-
ment Sunday.

As soon as the two factions decided
that each had an acceptable package,
the big job of getting the schools open
began.

Bus drivers, cafeteria help, crossing
guards and some secretaries had to be
called and told yes, there would be
school the next day.

Some of the students would not re-
port until Tuesday, but the ESY (ex-
tended school year) group was to start
on Monday.

Getting the word out was no easy
task.

“I have a list of television stations
and radio stations that had to be con-
tacted after the agreement,” said Flor-
ence Beier, administrative assistant
for community relations. “Besides all
of that, we have a 24-hour hotline with
all the up-to-date information on it. On
one tape, I ended the message by say-
ing, ‘Tell your neighbors about the
‘settlement.’

According to Beier, the district had
to order bread and milk in a hurry to
stock the school’s kitchens. Beier stated
that in her opinion, everything would
calm down in a couple of days and re-
turn to normal.

“It should go pretty smoothly after
about one day, because after that most
everyone is aware of the operation,”
said Beier. “We use principal and par-
ent phone fan-outs for communication,
and the word spreads fast.”

Getting the service personnel back to

inside

‘todayt‘placoyourad.r

work was quite a job but Norman Kee,
assistant supertendent for personnel,
said it worked out well and no major
problems surfaced.

“For the last couple of weeks, people
have been sitting on their hands wait-
ing for %nmething to happen,” said Kee.

“We started calling the bus, cafeteria
and other workers back on Sunday, and
the word among those groups spread
pretty fast.”

Kee said the teachers had a good
communication network going, and the
custodians had been working in the
schools anyway.

The only confusion Monday was with
the bus schedule, resulting in some bus-
ses being about 40 minutes late.

Both Beier and Kee said the bus
problem was minor in light of the rush
to get school opened on time. There
was somie kind of communication prob-
lem concerning the time students and
busses were to be in certain areas, ac-
cording to the school officials.

A check of all of the ESY schools in-
dicate Monday was more like a normal
school day than the first day following
a strike.

Gallimore, Field, Isbister, Erikson,
Miller, Pioneer and Halsing schools re-
ported attendance near normal.

Most of the comments from the prin-
cipals and secretaries were the same.
All were surprised at the smooth oper-
ation of school. Many labled Monday
“business as usual.”

Students not enrolled in ESY did not
start school until Tuesday. This gave
parents and students an extra day to
get the pews, so by Tuesday the Plym-
outh-Canton school district was back
into the full swing of things.

ANOTHER
SUCCESS
STORY

Ouruusﬂod customers are al-- '
ways happy to tell us of their
classifiad’ success stories. This _

one from Sam Staff who
sent a note to tell us he sold a
wr iron dinette set through
our . That’s the last one -
your stary could be next. Call us

- §91-0900

-~ won't be able to use the time

ttlement
avis

vote. Voting against the
were Flossie Tonda, Carol
Elaine Kirchgatter.

Monday night the consens
ents voicing opinions at
board meeting was that the")mproved
salary schedule would be worth it gnly
if higher test scores and improved in-
struction resulted. w

Meanwhile, both bargaining te
returned to the table Tuesday affer-
noon to formalize into contract lan-
guage the recommendations of fact-
finder George Gullen, Jr., former p
ident of Wayne State University.

After the agreements are reduced to
writing, the formal contract must then
be printed and distributed to teacHers
before a formal ratification vote pan
be taken. ;

John Ryder, president of the Plym-
outh-Canton Education Association
(PCEA), said Tuesday he was not |yet
sure when a ratification meeting cquld
be scheduled.

WHILE NEITHER side iL ple
with the fact-finder’s report, the setgtle-
ment did end the two-week strike pnd
result in the return of all student3 to
classroom on Tuesday.

Gullen suprised both sides by raiging
the economic package more than had

years.

Instead Gullen recommended a
ary schedule which averages 25.3
cent over three years and compo
at about 27 percent.

Under the settlement, teachers at
top of the bachelor's and master’s
schedules will receive a 9 percent r;
the first year with all other teach
getting an 8 percent pay hike. ARout
one-thitd of the teachers in the distfict
are at the top of their schedules.

For the second and third year of
contract, all teachers will get an
percent annual adjustment.

Dental insurance will be improyed
by going from a 50 percent co-op pay
plan to 60 percent the second year and
80 percent the third year.

The board team already had ag
to an increase in life insurance cover-
age to $22,050 the first year, $2500
the second year, and to $30,000 in [the
third year of the contract. -

The board team had asked for a
duction in the number of days teachers
work in a year from 187 to 182 but Gul-
len granted the union’s position th
remain at 187.

The union also won its position
roll check-off deductions teachers
volunteer to contribute to the Michigan
Education Association Political Actlion
Committee (PAC). '

The elementary school day langl:{ge

the
8.5

‘results in restortation of the full day at
the elementary level, in a common’
planning period for teachers, and ip a
uniform work day at all levels.
Elementary teachers are upset
cause the agreement extends
working day beyond what it was
year, and because it requires c
room teachers to accompany tea
when they are taking art, music|or
e e B
yond a ‘working day, is that

are in the above special classes ffor

len also agreed with the ¢
position that teachers will make-up
~ (Continued on page
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Scared of teacher?

By TERI BANAS

The American Heritage Diction-
ary defines the word “phobia” as “a
persistent, illogical fear of a specif-
ic thing or situation.”

Couple that definition with the
start of school and one arrives at
“school phobia,” which becomes
most evident about this time ‘of
year.

To children, there is something
very logical about the illogical be-
havior that accompanies the start of
school. That fear could not only re-
flect a problem with the child’s
character, but also with his family
life.

School phobia, to coin a phrase,
manifests itself in a variety of tan-
gible ways ranging from truancy to
a stomachache, according to coun-
selor Diane Farber of Family Ser-
vices in Plymouth.

According to Ms. Farber, whose
work focuses on the entire family
rather than the so-called “problem
child,” there are several explana-
tions for a child’s fear of school.

It depends on the “family orienta-
tion,” she said.

One explanation is that the child
may be over-protected and there-
fore fears an independent situation
such as going to school. When a child
has little confidence in his own abili-
ties to deal with a situation, he may
look at the classroom as a “scary”

experience.

Kids exhibit cl

chose to stay at home to “
his mother. 1
“Very often he’s not only crying
help for himself but he’s cryjing help
for the whole family.”
There is also the child who fears
abondonment.: This could| result
when there’s been a recent death or
parent separation.
Marguerite Ross, a [retired
schoolteacher of the Plymo
ton School District, said sch
bia was definitely a proble
few children entering her ki
ten class.
In most cases she found
only feared the new env

second and the others kids| helped
too.”

\

ACCORDING TO Mrs. F

was ready to come to school
tually remain there on his own.

Mrs. Ross agreed with
that lack of confidence is
fear of school is all about.

feel they can’t step out
own.” ;

“We finally got him at ease
through eircle-ups,” she said. In
“cicle-ups,” the children and teach-
er sit together and discuss their
fears. “It helped the other children
become more sympathetic.”

According to Mrs. Donnelly, such
discussions can bring out what may
be an irrational fear of some activi-
ty like a field trip. Mrs. Donnelly
has found that some children have
shyed away from field trips because
they were afraid they wouldn't find
a bathroom or would become car
sick along the way. -

Mrs. Ross has found some chil-
dren fear school simply because of
certain “obstacles’ along the school
route. A large dog is enough to send
chills up the spines of some young- |
sters.

TO LIGHTEN those dark shadows
that develop in the minds of small
childrep entering school, here are
some parents can incorporate in
preparing their youngsters.

» Take the child to school on the
first day but allow him or her to
take the bus or walk with others on
following occasions. (Both teachers
suggest the child get a preview of
the school route and building prior
to the first day of school.)

* “Make it clear that it's his re-
8 bility to go to school,” Farber
said. “The worst thing a parent can
do is over-explain. Little ‘
ammuuuungmruwummanzz |

don’t

oo e iy o o i ol e ot e Ll

CHILDREN ALSO can also devel- Farber said a definite problem
op a fear of school if a problem ex- Elizabeth Donnelly, who surfaces when a parent sits in on the
ists between his or her parents. The  fourth grade teacher ‘when classroom or assures the child he
child gets drawn into the conflit  tired from Plymou will be “right outside the cla »
and it's reflected through action —  munity Schools, had a It shows the parent has lit$e confi-
such as skipping school. Germany with adjustment dence in his child. 1

In an example cited by Ms. ste “Show with actions words
Farber, a young boy who witnessed  tiés and Mthechﬂdﬂﬂbef:ﬁonhh

- the anxiety between his parents M own.” i i
L
e, e v ¥
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Local clergyman reveals his
special invite to Pope’s Mass

By W.W. EDGAR

“This could be a real opportunity for the church and our’
religious faiths to do good.” '

This was the answer given by the Rev. Fr. Kepneth MacKin-
non, pastor of Our Lady of Good Counsel Catholic Church, to the
question of what the future holds if we again became the vic-
tims of a depression or a recession, |

“I have no way of telling what the church would do, but the
opportunity will be there to do a lot of good through moral

~faith.”

Fr. MacKinnon made these remarks following a discussion on
the travels of Pope John Paul II, who has lifted the spirits of
millions by his visits not only to his homeland of Poland but to
many other countries.

“He has done well since his elevation to the papacy because
he has made himself visible. And he will do well onhis forth-
ceming trip to America.”

FR. MACKINNON said he is looking forward to the Pope’s
American visit, “because I have been invited to attend his mass
in Grant Park in Chicago.”

During the conversation in the parish house, Pope Paul II was
likened to the late Pope John, the 73-year-old who did so much
to improve the image of the papacy and the church. _/*

Said Fr. MacKinnon: “He was an earthy individual who liked
to get about among the people. And now Pope John Paul II is
doing the same. They are unlike some of their predecessors who
elected to remain secluded in the Vatican.”

Asked why in times of strife, people looked to the church for
help, Fr. MacKinnon replied: .

“Why shouldn’t they? Look at what the church stands for:
freedom, equal rights, love and all that is good. So, when people
need moral help, it is only natural they look to their church.”

MacKinnon became serious when he pointed out that some

FR. KENNETH MacKINNON

their one pillar of strength when trouble domes — or is fore-
cast.

“Of course, there are some people who blame God for every-
thing. No matter what goes wrong, He gets the blame, because
they figure He made all things.

“So, if he gets the blame, it is only natural that these folks

. will turn to God for help.”

MacKinnon agreed it was a bit disappointing that Pope John
Paul II had not included a visit to Orchard Lake and his old
surroundings at the seminary out there, along with a mass in
the Silverdome.

The unbeatable

look of leather
and tweed from

Phoenix Clothes

Take a terrific tweed country
suit and trim it with Scandia
Suede” (elbow patches,
pockets and buttonholes). Now
add a matching suede vest
and you've got the perfect
ensemble for just about every

¢ relaxed occasion. In a fine
collection of patterns and colors
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MAJOR CREDIT CARDS HONORED
NEWBURGH PLAZA
(6 MILE AT NEWBURGH RD.)

LIVONIA 484-0708

children are brought up in the church and, then, somewhere
along the line, turn away from it.

“At the time, they think of marriage,” he said. “They come
back to the church for advice and help and their days away are
forgotten. ~

“Then, as they grow older, they stay with the church for it is

Plymouth-Canton

OBITUARIES

PATRICIA J. CROSSMYER Survivors include: parents Mr. and
Funeral services for Mrs. Mrs. Robert Clixby of Canton; daughter
Crossmyer, 38, of Canton Center Road, Barbra Ann Crossmyer of Farmington
Canton Township, were held recently in  Hills; grandmother Annie Avery of
Schrader Funeral Home, Plymouth, Canton; brother William Clixby of Ohio;
with burial at Sheldon Cemetery. Offi- and sister Judith Cannon of Ypsilanti.
ciating was the Rev. Kean Cronin. Me-
morial contributions may be made to ‘
the Michigan Cancer Association. PAUL E. BARTON
Mrs. Crossmyer, who died Sept. 7 in Funeral services for Mr. Barton, 76,
University Hospital, Ann Arbor, was a  of Grosse Pointe Woods, were held re-
librarian at Farmington High School cently at R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral
for 12 years. She was a member of Our Home in Detroit. The Rev. Henry J.
Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church in  Walch of Plymouth officiated. g
Farmington, the Michigan Education Mr. Barton, a lifetime resident of
Association, the Natiopal Education Grosse Pointe Woods, was a retired
Association, the National High School pharmacist for G.D. Searle Co. He was
Librarian Association and was depart- a member for 50 years of Universial
ment chairman of libraries for Farm- Lotus Lodge 593, F&AM. His wife, the
ington School Distsict. She graduated former Hazel Kochnitz, had been
from Plymouth High School in 1959 raised in Plymouth. Other survivdrs
and from Eastern Michigan University include: brothers, Robert, Charles and
in 1964. Harold; and sister, Myrtle Nichplson.
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While moms work

Kids hop with bustling preschool day of play

By SHERRY KAHAN

You will now have an unprecedented
opportunity to learn what preschool
children actually talk about when they
are up to their elbows in soapsuds and
playing with plastic boats and other
toys.

“I had that first,” says one pres-
chooler at Children’s World, 7437 Shel-
don, as he imitates an expression in-

-vented by the first child on earth.

“She’s got two things instead of one.”
“You're my friend, remember?”
“I'm his friend, too.”

Then the expected happens. After 12
kids managed to play quietly for 10
minutes, some innovator discovers how
to make tidal waves. They come close
to sloshing on the playroom floor.

Eunice Wittrick, one of the school’s
13 teachers requests the child not to
mzlke waves. In a few minutes all
habds are out of the trough looking a
little wrinkled, but ready to start on
crafts.

The school is new to Canton, having
opened its doors ih June. It brings to a
total of four the number of preschools
in Canton Township.

Two of these, Children’s World and
the Beginner Inn, 7505 N. Canton Cen-
ter, provide a day care, nursery school
and kindergarten experience. The other
two are cooperative nurseries, which
run only a few hours a week compared
to the full-day schedule of the other
two.

They are operated by the parents,
who must help out at the school in at
least one session a month. These

schools are Willow Creek Co-op Nur-
sery, 5835 Sheldon, and Plymouth Chil-
dren’s Nursery, Warren and Haggerty.

ABOUT 65 YOUNGSTERS are en-
rolled in the growing Children’s World,
coming and going at different hours.
About half of them are fulltime kids
‘with mothers who work. They may
come in as early as 7 a.m. Some stay
until 6 p.m. Other children come in on a
half-day basis.

“There seems to be a great need for
facilities like this,” said Sandy Ding-
man, director of the facility. “We had
calls right after the first brick went up.
People even contacted the construction
company. Canton is a well-populated
area with many young families.”

The school is set up by interest areas
with each age group traveling with its
teacher from area to area. The kids
think they are only having fun. But
what do they know?

Actually they are learning coordina-
tion from the puzzles and the matching
up of round pegs and round holes.
Things like Leggo and stringing and
lacing develop small motor muscles. So
when push comes to shove in kinder-
garden, they will be able to seize a pen-
cil with the best of them and form their
letters.

WATCHING DAVID'S purposeful
toting of large blocks in a wheelbarrow
to a building site, you know that some
large muscles are in play that will help
this preschooler some day become a
master builder.

aaii b i bt e oy L il o i s

Over with Vicki Homan's 414-year-
olds, singing is taking place. But|{some-
thing else also. Each person is 4 color
and is supposed to leap up wheg their
color is named. It helps to keep|small
bods from getting restless.

Among the table toys, 3-ygar-old
Courtney Martin sits on the lap|of his
teacher, Diana Euliano. He tgkes a
moment to get down and find his
stuffed friend, Oscar, to show a Visitor.
Then it’s back to the lap.

“Our job is to back up the mothers,”

said Mrs. Euliano. “We try to build up
the children’s confidence. We cap’t re-
place the mother, but the kids d¢ need
a similar figure to relate to duripg the
day.”
At this point Courfhey discqvered
other interests and left the lap a$ Mrs.
Euliano added: “It gives me a| good
feeling to come in and have thgee or
four of them hug you. They really de-
pend on your moral support.”

OUTDOORS THE CHILDRENk play
in a fenced-in area that holds al huge
sandbox. In the midst of it is gne of
those forts that allow the juvenile im-
agination to run riot. A slide proad
enough for two drops down pne side. A
large pipe can be climbed through on
the other side.

In the back on a raised deck is a

wheel. It is a simple wheel, but jt has
probably steered its share of pirate
ships or Trans-Ams, maybe even a
bulldozer.

The kindergarten teacher, Cathy Wil-
liams, is in the process of calling her

Ve s W 0T

kindergarteners back into the building.
Mornings are the time for purposeful
stuff that must be absorbed before first
grade. :

This age group is there because it
would be too difficult for their working
mothers to take them home after
lunch. They remain a full day, with the
afternoon less structured.

“Having subbed in the Plymouth-
Canton school district with 25-30 kin-
dergarten kids, I find that the smaller
class here allows for a more individual-
ized program,” said Ms. Williams.

In the corner of her section as in
other sections of the school are a pile of
blue cots which are pulled out after
lunch.

“About 99 percent of the children
nap,” said Mrs. Dingman, “even the
older ones who claim they are not
going to.”

CHILDREN’S WORLD is aware of
the world in which it lives. So it has
taken steps to accommodate those who
need aid in raising their children. It has
a day camp program in summer for
school children whose mothers work. It
also has a program for the extended
school year. It has activities during
those two-week vacations.

Pat Smith, a Plymouth resident, was
in the school recently to check it out as
a possibility for her son, Danny. Her
main concern was finding a school that
offeréd more than simple day care. She
wanted an education program too,
where her son could also have fun and
a social experience.

Dennis Chaffin of Canton, on the
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The growing population of Canton
Township presently has four nur-
sery schools in the area, The first
two are day-long schools run for
profit. The others are non-profit co-
operative schools open only a few
hours during the week.

The Beginners Inn, 7505 N. Can-
ton Center between Warren and Joy,
is open from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. It of-
fers day care, a nursery school and
a kindergarten to children from 2%-
6. Call 453-4490.

Children’s World, 7437 Sheldon, is
north of Warren. It is open from 6:45
a.m. to 6 p.m. for children 2%-12. It
has a nursery school, day care and

4 preschools run in Canton

kindergarten plus a summer day
camp for school-aged kids. Call 459-
2888.

Plymouth Children’s Nursery is
located in the old Hough School-
house, Hix and Warren. Children
aged 3 and 4 can attend this cooper-
ative preschool one or two days a
week. Contact Nancy Sullivan at
455-5916.

Willow Creek Cooperative Nur-'
sery meets in Geneva United Pres-
byterian Church, 5835 Sheldon. Ses-
sions are from 9:30-11:45 am. and
12:45-3 p.m.

Three- and 4-year-olds may at-
tend one or two days a week

a

Children’s World on Sheldon just north of Warren is Canton’s newest preschool.

Jaycees try to save
old haunted house

A search for a “haunted house” has led a Canton
civic organization on a campaign to save an old
farmhouse from demolition.

The Canton Jaycees is formulating a proposal to
use its own muscle and $37,000 of a federal com-
munity development grant to bring a township-
owned farmhouse on Proctor, west of Canton Cen-
ter, up to present-day building codes.

The house, which the Jaycees will use as the site
of their annual haunted house fundraiser next
month, was fagged for demolition last June after
the township building department said the house
would be too costly to repair.

Canton officials had set aside approximately
$37,000 of federal community development funds
to convert the house into a social service center for
the YMCA and other organizations.

But chief building inspector Aaron Machnik said
labor and material costs for the renovation project
could run as high as $100,000.

Township grant coordinator Terry Carroll wants
to rechannel the $37,000 federal grant into a
project that will convert the Dye Brothers subdivi-
sion near Michigan and Sheldon into an industrial
park.

BUT JAYCEE president Gary Jagoda thinks his
organization can renovate the 50-year-old home for
$37,000, or less, by doing much of the work them-
selves.

An architect and a construction project engineer
are estimating the material cost of renovating the
home, known as the Folker House.

Jagoda said he will present their findings to the
township board by Sept. 25. If the costs are estimat-
ed at $37,000 or less, Jagoda said the Jaycees will
ask permission to begin the renovation work.

He said the Jaycees would turn the renovated
building back to the township for use as a social
service center.

Last week, the township board tabled a proposal
to rechannel the Folker House grant allocation in
order to give the Jaycees time to formulate their
cost estimate.

At least one township official is opposed to the
concept. The house, which is located on the 67-acre
site of the Canton administration building, requires
foundation work, a new roof, new electrical wiring
and many other repairs.

“We're just plain and simple not going to let un-
skilled labor do skilled work,” grant coordinator
Carroll said. “I don’t think they can do it for that
kind of money in the first place.”

Building inspector Machnik admitted that he also
is skeptical of the proposal. -

“The Jaycees are certainly a worthy organiza-
tion. But this is one of those situations where I'd
feel uncomfortable having non-technical people
doing work on a building that’s in very poor condi-
tion.” ;

JAGODA ADMITS that some of the work, includ-
ing repairs to the foundation and roof, would have
to be performed by contractors.

He added, however, that the Jaycees include
electricians, carpenters and other members of the
construction tradgs who would be qualified to per-
form much of the work.

Jagoda said his organization “backed into” the
renovation proposal while looking for a building
that could be used for the Jaycees’ annual haunted
house.

A building on Ford near I-275 which was used for
that purpose during the last two years burned to the
groupd shortly after last Halloween.

“We came to find out that the Folker residence
was earmarked to be destroyed,” he said.

Jagoda said that he thought renovation of the
house would benefit the community. But there were
other reasons why Jagoda broached his idea to the
Jaycees.

“A, I'm an antique nut, and this house is a large,
two-story Victorian farmhouse. Architecturally, it’s
one of those albatrosses that, to me, looks beautiful.

“I also thought that this would be a project that
would keep our men active and benefit the organi- -

zation.

“People forget about the money they give away.
But with a project like this, they can point to it and
remember it.”

Township Clerk John Flodin said the property on
which the Folker House is situated will probably
remain vacant for some time if the township board
sticks to its decision to demolish the building.

Flodin envisions use of the property for a post
office, separate library building or courthouse at
some future date.

Machine shop addition gets OK

A township attorney’s opinion-has led to site plan
approval of an addition to a Canton machine shop
— despite the objections of residents living near
the plant who say the factory already generates too
much noise. !

Attorney David Berry said the township lacks le-
gal authority to deny site plans for the proposed

addition to Fairlane Gear on Canton Center be-

tween Joy and Warren on the basis that the plant is
an alleged nuisance.

i)roved if site plans meet township zoning require-
ments.

Residents of Forest Trails subdivision had ob-
jected to the addition some weeks ago on the

_ grounds that the expanded factory would generate

even more noise. ;

The proposed addition would double the size of
the machine shop, according to township planner
Jim Kosteva. 4

Canton board members approved the site plans

by a 5-2 vote with Trustees Robert Greenstein

'

other hand, brought in his daughter,
Renae, because her mother and he de-
cided she needed to learn how to deal
with other children.

She had attended half-day sessions
for two weeks and Chaffin is pleased.
“After only a short time, she has been
dealing much better with the Kids next
door,” he said, “and communicating
more with her mother and me.”

Kimberly Miller is there a half day,
three days a week for preschool enrich-
ment. Her grandmother, Anna Telvin
of Canton, who picks her up reported
that Kimberly didn’t like to miss
school. '

Colleen Brown, who works, enrolled
Clyde, 4, because she believed him
ready for the classroom situation.

“He is outgoing and likes to be with
other children,” she said.

The opinion of several working
mothers reflected that expressed by
Pat Smith. “Look,” she said, “this is
better than a babysitter who might sit
all day watching the TV and not in-
teract at all with the child.” - '

Preschoolers who attend Children’s World are kept busy with puz-
zles, stories and play. (Staff photos by Gary Caskey.)
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The lure of velour

©9. $25. Talk about fashion sense-itive: Touchable,
elvety velours. The old smoothies shape up another
ason in new casual pullovers for guys. Choose from-
hree soft styles: a keyhole neckline with two side
ckets, a zip-up collar with shoulder seam piping,

r a button down half placket front
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Berry said the proposed addition must be ap-

Carol Bodenmiller dissenting. :
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