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By EMORY DANIELS

An intense but low-profile millage
campaign paid off at the polls Monday
for Plymouth-Canton Community
Schools.

Residents approved by a 674-vote
margin a request to levy 1.5 additional
mills ($1.50 per $1,000 state equalized
value) for operation for six years.

The Plymouth-Canton millage re-
quest received a “yes” vote in all but
four precincts, passing by a total of
3,302 to 2,628. .

But at the same time residents voted
down two requests for a half-mill each
made by Schoolcraft College.

A half-mill for one year for the culi-
nary arts addition lost in all Plymouth-
Cantorr precincts, with the total vote
being 2,461 “yes” and 3,559 “no.”

The half-mill for maintenance to be
levied for one year only was defeated
in all precincts but one — Gallimore in

Canton — with the total local vote
being 2,461 in favor and 3,149 against. |

Throughout the entire college dis-
trict both millage proposals lost by 3-2
margins. The half-mill for a culinary
arts addition was defeated 9,122 to
5,568 and the half-mill for major main-
tenance and equipment purchases lost
8,442 to06,313.

Thus Plymouth-Canton voters fol-
lowed the same pattern of other voters
in the college district by defeating both
proposals but giving better support to
the maintenance request.

The millage proposals lost in every
member school district except North-
ville,

Schoolcraft had two cliff-hanger
elections for its board of trustees.

Nancie Blatt was easily re-elected to
a six-year term with 5541 votes. But
only 242 votes separated three other
candidates.

Winner of the second six-year term

was Michael W. Burley, a Northville
school administrator who lives in Can-
ton Township, with 4,595.

In third place was Livonia attorney
Robert Ficano with 4,494. Trailing was
incumbent trustée Gerald Cox of Gar-
den City with 4,353.

Richard Hayward was re-elected to
the two-year seat, by a mere 10 votes
over challenger Thomas Moore of
Northville.

Moore was the leader in all Plym-
outh-Canton school precincts while
Burley carried half of the local school
district voting precincts.

THE MILLAGE campaign in Plym-
outh-Canton was aimed at two major
groups — those who traditionally sup-
port millage requests and those parents
upset about problems which could be
solved or alleviated with more funds.

The strategy was to generate enough
“yes” votes to overcome the built-in

Yack, Stetz win seats

on P-C School Board

Sylvia A. Stetz of Plymouth Town-
ship is the newest member of the
Plymouth-Canton Board of Education.

Mrs. Stetz easily won her seat in
Monday's election with a second-place
finish behind incumbent Thomas J.
Yack of Canton.

She will occupy the seat on the board
held by Joe Gray who decided against
seeking re-election.

Yack regained his spot easily by
placing first in 13 of the 14 precincts.
He tallied a total of 2,481 votes, some
885 more than fellow-winner Stetz.

Stetz ran first in two precincts — Al-

TOM YACK

len and Eriksson — and ran second in
six other precincts. She totaled 1,696
votes which placed her well ahead of
the nearest challenger.

The third-place finisher, Dean
Swartzwelter, missed the mark by 666
votes with his total of 1,030 votes.
Swartzwelter placed second at West
Middle and Bird Elementary precincts.

The fourth-place finisher, James
Sinclair, placed second at the Fiegle
polling booths and collected a total of
1,008 votes some 22 behind

Swartzwelter in a close race for third-
place honorable mention.

SYLVIA STETZ

1971 contract was signed.

complexes in Canton.

proposed

" Complex denial
recommended

By DARLENE STINSON

Approximately 100 Pickwick subdivision residents stood up to
applaud Monday night after the Canton Planning Commission
voted to recommend denial of a low-income apartment complex
proposed for a site near their homes.

The recommendation to deny site plans submitted by Amurcon
Corp. was based on the allegation that the Pickwick Planned Unit
Development (PUD) agreement has been broken because an im-
proper sequence of construction had taken place.

A broken PUD agreement would mean that the zoning of the 18- .
acre parcel south of Warren and east of Lilley would revert to
single-family residential — the zoning of the property before the

The planning commission’s recommendation will go before the
township board, which has indicated that it would také Amurcon to
court or allow a lawsuit to be filed against Canton Township be-
fore allowing the low-income complex to be built.

The Southfield-based firm has already won approval from the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for a
federal mortgage guarantee and rent subsidies for two apartment

One is the proposed Pickwick project, and the other is an apart-
ment complex already under construction near Forest Trails sub-

division on Joy near Canton Center.

THE NEWS that HUD approved the complexes in 1977 took
township officials and residents by surprise last month.

Amurcon had not informed officials of the low-income nature of
the Forest Trails complex when site plans for that project were
approved by the Canton board last year.

Members of the current township board have assured Pickwick
residents that they will do everything possible to stop the complex
for a site near their homes. They have tempered their
optimism about stopping the Forest Trails complex, however,
since those apartments are already under construction.

Township attorney Dave Berry has indicated that the Pickwick
PUD may have been violated because single-family homes were
constructed before multiples. The PUD agreement specifies that
construction should have taken place in the reverse order.

PUDs are agreements between municipalities and original de-
velopers and usually include single-family homes, multiple-family
homes and some commercial development.

Planning ' commissioner Carol Bodenmiller — the township
board’s representative on the planning board — made the original
motion to recommend denial of the Pickwick site plans at

”

(Continued on page 4A)

{

W s, T Fa e

Among the “favorite son” candidates
were Douglass Koch of Canton,
Jeanette Wines of Canton, and John
Kim of Plymouth.

Koch placed second in his home pre-
cinct of Miller Elementary and also
ran second at Gallimore but failed to
pick up enough yotes elsewhere in the
district to place among the serious
challengers. Koch ended up in fifth
place with 777 votes.

Mrs. Wines placed second in her
home precinct of Hulsing Elementary
in Canton and had a respectable show-
ing at three other Canton precincts. But
she didn’t garner many votes in the city
nor Plymouth Township and finished
sixth with 750 votes.

Kim, endorsed by the teachers union,
placed seventh with 643 vo.es, doing
best in Plymouth precincts and at
Plymouth Canton High.

Roberts seemed to be the “favorite
son” of the senior citizen bloc, placing
second in the absentee voting precinct
and drawing well at Central Middle
and Canton High. The absentee voters
generally include a higher proportion
‘of senior citizens than the general vot-
ing population and Central Middle pre-
cinct has a high share of senior citizen
voters. Roberts ended up in eighth
place with 472 votes.

THERE SEEMED to be no relation-
ship between how residents voted for
the millage and for trustees.

(Continued on page 4A)
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“no” votes from senior citizens and city
of Plymouth residents who shy away
from voting for millage they perceive
is necessitated by growth in Canton.

And, as anticipated, the only pre-
cincts to vote against the millage were
three which are in the city or draw
from the city plus the absentee voter
precinct, .

Voters at the Central Middle pre-
cinct voted down the millage 280-249,
Isbister voters said “no” by a narrow
119-228 vote, Starkweather voters re-
jected the millage by a 163-130 vote,
and the absentee ballot voters voted
down the millage 144-105.

But the millage received a “yes"
vote majority in all the other 10 pre-
cinets to gather a positive majority of
674 votes to overcome the 119-vote
margin from the four “no” precincts.

As in past millage elections, the
greatest support came from Canton
Township with some support from
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P-C Schools get mills: Schooleraft loses

Plymouth Township precincts.

Among the Canton precincts giving
strong support to the 1.5 mills were
Gallimore, Miller, Hulsing, Eriksson,
Field and Canton High. Plymouth pre-
cinets giving strong support to the mil-
lage included West Middle and Allen.

When news of the millage passage
reached the board, president Tom Yack
had these words of praise for Deanna
Huff, citizens millage committee chair-
man and her co-workers:

“I haven’t seen so much dedication to
a single purpose in this district for a
long time and the board certainly ap-
preciates the sterling effort put forth.”

Passage of the millage will allow the
district to firm up plans for next year
from an operational standpoint. The
board still has a decision to make,
though, on the size of a bond issue and
the millage to request to finance added
classrooms to meet the demands of ris-
ing enrollment.

Only about 17 percent of the
district’s total of 38,900 registered vot-
ers turned out to the polls Monday

The vote on the 1.5 mills, precinct by
precinct, follows

« Central, 280 no, 249 yes;

« Gallimore, 237 yes, 170 no;

« Isbister, 229 yes, 228 no,

« Starkweather, 163 no, 130 yes
» Allen, 271 yes, 248 no

« West, 439 yes, 253 no;

« Farrand, 269 yes, 261 no

« Fiegle, 187 yes, 134 no

« Miller, 217 yes. 138 no
 Hulsing, 281 yes, 144 no

« Eriksson, 145 yes. 96 no.

* Field, 77 yes, 46 no;

« Canton, 299 yes, 172 no,

* Bird, 168 yes. 150 no.

* Absentee voters, 144 no, 105 yes

.
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Incoming newcomers

'Past president of the Canton Newcomers Club Sam dent Helen Wesner looks on. The story and more pic-'
Nlch.ols (left) hands over the gavel to the club’s new tures are on page 1C of today’'s Canton Observer.
president, Linda Lupo (right), while past vice presi- (Photo by Steve Fecht)

It’s now up to trustees

Commissioners nix sludge

The Canton Planning Commission
has recommended denial of a special
zoning request that would allow a firm
contracted by the City of Detroit to es-
tablish a sludge-composting operation
near Michigan and Morton Taylor
roads.

The planners’ unanimous recommen-
dation to deny the request of Bi-Prod-
uct Systems of Michigan will go before
the township board which holds the fi-
nal authority on such matters.

The firm has proposed the dumping
of 600 tons of treated sludge on the
Canton site each day where it would be
composted and transformed into ferti-
lizer.

The composting operation would
help the Detroit Water and Sewage De-
partment carry out a court order to de-
crease the amount of waste that is
being dumped into the Detroit River.
The order stems from a lawsuit filed
against Detroit by the Environmental
Protection Agency.

BI-PRODUCT SYSTEMS has pro-
posed two alternative plans for the
composting operation.

One would limit composting to a 100-
acre parcel on the south side of Michi-
gan east of Morton Taylor which the
firm plans to buy. The other would pro-
vide for the leasing of an adjacent 40
acres owned by Canton Township
which is earmarked for eventual indus-
trial development.

If the latter alternative were
approved, Bi-Product Systems has
pledged to construct sewers and roads
on the township land that will eventual-
ly be developed as an industrial park.

Company representatives said the
composting operation would probably
be halted after three-year contract
with Detroit expires.

Although township engineer Robert
Wade expressed a preference for the
site plan that would include Canton-
owned land, the planning commission
voted to submit no recommendation on
the site plans.

The composting operation would re-
quire special approval from the town-
ship board in order to be established on
the industrially-zoned acreage.

The planning commission, which
Voted to recommend denial of the spe-
cial approval request, tabled the site
plan pending action of the township.

The zoning vote came after township
planner Jim Kosteva recommended de-
nial of the composting operation and
engineer Robert Wade listed his objec-
tions to the proposal.

Lynn LaBell and Hilda Matzo, resi-
dents of Sunflower Village Subdivision,
submitted petitions against the propos-
al because of the potentially dangerous
chemicals that are contained in the
sludge. Mrs. LaBell said the petitions
contained signatures of 4,300 residents
— 10 per cent of Canton’s population.

WADE’S OBJECTIONS to the pro-
posal ranged from the impact the com-
posting operation would place on sur-
rounding homes to the impact it would
have on the township's sewer system.

Rain water on the sludge site would
drain into a retention basis where it
would enter the sanitary sewer system
and be carried back to the Detroit
Wastewater Treatment plant.

Wade suspects that basement flood-
ing-on Good Friday was caused by the
entrance of rain water in the sanitary
sewer system.

Kosteva said 94 trucks would travel
along Michigan Avenue to the compost-
ing site each day and many of the vehi-
clés would contain sludge.

“The township would have to expect
with 11,680 sludge vehicle trips per
year that some material will fall onto
roadway services,” the planner said in
a report to the commission. “This
would lead to the need of extensive re-
pairs and inconvenience to Canton resi-
dents that no other land use would
cause.

Kosteva said the composting opera-
tion “would need to be planned around
as opposed to being planned for” and
added that “the proposed project is not
compatible with the natural environ-
ment” because of the metals and chem-
icals contained in the sludge.

“Finally, there is clearly no demon-
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strated need for the use in the general
neighborhood in which it is proposed.
he added. “For that matter, no demon-
stration has been made as to why Can
ton Township has been chosen to bear
this regional burden other than its cost
effectiveness and clay soils.”

Although Bi-Product official Arthur
Cassling attended the meeting, he
made no comment on the protests hy
residents, the engineer or the planner

The planning commission's decision
to recommend denial of the project
evoked a round of applause from the
approximate 75 residents who stayed
at Monday’s meeting until midnight to
learn the outcome of the vote

WHY WAIT?

Week after week we tell you of
your neighbors who have suc-
cessfully used our classified sec-
tion. Such tales abound, but there
is one story missing - yours! If you
haven't called to sell your old re-
frigerator or your used station
wagon then don't delay any long-
er. Join the ranks of thousands of
people who use our classified
section each week. Call us today.

591-0900
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Plymouth-Canton administrative postings

Year-round schedule beefs staffing

Changes in administrative structures
were approved Monday night by the
Plymouth-Canton Board of Education.

The board voted to approve the post-
Ing of assistant principal jobs at Isbis-
ter Elementary and Pioneer Middle
and of an administrative intern posi-
tion for Hulsing Elementary.

All three schools will be on year-
round scheduling this coming school
year.

The board also voted to name Janice
Hawkins as acting principal of Galli-
more Elementary during the medical
leave of principal George Dodson.

Trustees voted to establish an assist-

Plymonth-Tanton

OBITUARIES

HENRIETTA KAMIN

Funeral services for Mrs. Kamin, 78,
of Warren, Canton Township, were held
recently in St. Matthew Lutheran
Church’ with burial in Glen Eden Me-
morial Park with the Rev. Ralph F.
Fischer offmdtmg A scripture service
was held in Harry J. Will Funeral
Home, Redford.

Mrs. Kamin, who died June 6 in West
Trail Nursing Home, Plymouth, had
lived in Detroit until 1973 when she
moved to Canton. She was a homemak-
er and member of St. Matthew Luther-
an Church.

Survivors include husband, Paul: son,
Donald of Illihois; daughter, Charlotte
Cornwell of Westland; brother, Erwin
Guth of Detroit; and seven grandchil-
dren.

ARTHUR R. DAHL

Funeral services for Mr. Dahl, 74, of
Arthur, Plymouth, were aeld recently
in Casterline Funeral Home, North-
ville, with burial in Lapham Cemetery,
Salem. Officiating was the Rev. Lloyd
Brasure of the First Presbyterian
Church of Northville. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Shrine for
Crippled Children.

Mr. Dahl, who died June 6 in St. Jo-
seph Hospital, Ann Arbor, had lived in
Salem for 35 years before moving to
Plymouth six years ago. He was owner
of Dahl Awning Service in Salem, a
member of the First Presbyterian
Church of Northville, Union Chapter 55
of the Northville Moslem Shrine of De-

troit and Nerthville Commandry No.
39, and a life member of Northville
Lodge F&AM No. 186.

Survivors include: wife, Hattie; sons,
David of Livonia and Raymond of Den-

CLOCKS
on Sale

Includes Delivery, Set-Up,
2 Year Warranty in S. Mich.

se20 SALE %450

3650
Colonial Model 6013

We specialize in the sale and
repair of antique watches and
clocks. Sale ends June 24th

132 W. Dunlap
(18ik. No. of Main)
NORTHVILLE 349-4938

ALL GRANDFATHER /)

Honthaille Walch & Clack Skep

Mon. thru Sat. -6 Sunday 12:30- 5

ant principal’s position at Gallimore,
and it is expected Ms. Hawkins will fill
that spot.

Steve Harper, board president, had
proposed that the board authorize one
asistant principal position at each
school on year-round scheduling and
authorize two assistant principal posi-
tions for each middle on the year-round
calendar.

That proposal was postponed for dis-
cussion at a workshop meeting on June
18.

In other action the board:

« Voted to expell a student from Cen-
tral Middle and voted to re-instate a
student from Plymouth Salem High
previously expelled.

» Approved a resolution of commen-
dation to Wayne Dunlap for his educa-
tional contributions to the community.
Dunlap, whe is stepping down as direc-

= 246 e Shibahdn  aa o

tor of the Plymouth Symphony, was a
music teacher in Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools from 1956-61 and
then director of music for the district
until 1964 when he moved to School-
craft College to head up the music pro-
gram there.

» Voted a resolution of commenda-
tion for the work done by trustee Flos-
sie Tonda in enlisting financial support
for Safety Town from the city of Plym-
outh, Canton and Plymouth townships.
Each government has agreed to con-
tribute $10 for each of their residents
who enroll in Safety Town this sum-
mer.

= Accepted a bid for modifications to
add four new classrooms at Plymouth
Canton and Plymouth Salem high
schools.

« Approved a Spanish I text for use at
the high schools.
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SOFT LENSES AT HARD

LENS PRICES

The total cost of $155 00 in-

cludes:

* The initial exam and follow--
up exams for six months.

» One pair of Amsof* gel con-

How is this possible?

* With the newest technolo-
gy (electronic vision analy-
sis, bio-microscopy, etc.)
the exact soft lens pre-

scription is easily found. tactlenses.
» Technology in the manu- * One cold sterilization care
facture of soft lenses has  kit.

« 30 days trial wear - if within
30 days you feel these lenses
are not right for you, you can
geta $105.00 refund or switch
to a different type of soft or
hard lens.

THIS IS NOT A SALE
This is our everyday cost.

DR. JAMES R. BOHDAN, O.D.

improved to provide a soft
lens at nearly the price of a
hard lens.

« Bausch & Lomb no longer
has a monopoly on soft
lenses & the competition is
driving the costs down.
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Hideaway
Valley

Condomlnlum
Harbor Springs,Michigan

Affordable luxury in
contemporary
townhouse design

- $62900.

Hideaway Valley Condominium Resort,
located in the heart of the finest and
most diversified resort facilities in

Three bedroom townhouse homes with
one and one half baths, woodburning
fireplace, appliances, carpet balcony

decks, full walk-out basement, attached
garage, central air condmonlng and gas

Hideaway Valley features a modern
clubhouse, heated swimming pool, three
Iighted tennis courts, children’s
““Tot-Lot’' playground, and panoramic
views of Crooked Lake, Little Traverse
Bay and the gently rolling countryside.

For information call: 616-526-6891 or ]
write: John M. Septic, Realtors,
Hideaway Valley, Clayton Rd.,
Harbor Springs, Mi. 49740

32

from

mid-America.

heating.

Make way for Towne & Country Interiors’ magnificent wall units that put dull, space- wasting
. for storage and display. Each 3-piece unit measures 100" wide
x 15" deep x 78" tall, plenty of cabinets, drawers, shelves, drop-lid desk or bar and lighted
display areas behind tempered glass doors. ,

Top: Finished in white, chrome trim, reg. $900

walls to work beautifully ..

Bottom: Finished in pecky pecan

Formica, chrome trim, reg. $1,000

| e e e e e 4
- ]
" PLEASE SEND FREE COLOR
BROCHURE: Where beautiful interiors
i happen every day. '
Name INTER Remember, there's never a W u n r WM
o ggcs'gr‘v charge for our professional
Interior Desig ice.

iy RS e Open daily 10-9—Wed. & Sat. 10-6

S zip e S vy s Dearborn— 23600 Michigan Ave.—East of Telegraph—565-3400
[1.,.. EG_1_j replace :m.. they do wear out over a Bloomfield—4107 Telegraph Rd.—At Long Lake Rd.—642-8822

e — period of years. Rochester—1110 S. Rochester Rd.— In Winchester Mall—652-3500
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Local lawmakers

By TERI BANAS

Some 90 miles north there are more
than 100 persons gathering, bringing
together a corss-section of ideas and
interests. They're called legislators and
they comprise the State House of Rep-
resentatives.

While the Lansing capitol, known as
the House on the Hill, may appear awe-
some to first-time observers (school
groups or scouting troops), once inside
it quickly loses its mystery.

The casual politicking that’s the
norm in Lansing came to the fore-
ground recently in an afternoon session
of the legislature.

The scene is the house floor, with its
walnut-covered walls and traditional
blue and gold carpet. The lawmakers
began drifting in after their lunchhours
and private meetings while the outdoor
temperatures rose to herald the begin-
ning of summer.

At the start, visiting parties from
across the state were introduced with
polite applause.

School groups, as well as civic tours,
are those most easily spotted touring
the capital, wearing cameras and iden-
tification tags.

While it appears that state business
is conducted on the floor, legislators
say otherwise. The bulk of the planning
is carried out in small-group discus-
sions, committee and sub-committee
meetings.

Only after their work is polished is it
presented for floor discussion where
factions pick it apart in a demonstra-
tion of their leanings and interests.
More than one lawmaker described
politics as the art of compromise.

On that day, legislative action was
restricted to a few first and second
readings, as well as recognition direct-
ed to Upper Michigan’s “Man of the

Bl gl e A\ o, o ok Salentt S Al o)) L uaah _AX Ak WD) o MDA LMD 2 oo

Year” — Rep. Joe Mack.

WHAT BECOMES EVIDENT is that
there’s more to the everyday work of
legislators than meets the e%:

According to Rep. John Bennett, (D-
Redford), it takes a legislator at least
one term to learn the ropes.

“You get to know who you can de-
pend on and those who give you gob-
bledygook. After 15 years I think I
know the legislature pretty well.”

For Republican minority leader Jack
Kirskey, (R-Livonia), the house’s mi-
nority party is constantly reminded of
who pulls the reins in Lansing — the
Democrats.

“They control even the most minute
decisions. It's a reminder that they are
in the position to make policy.”

An example of this power structure
was evident following an informal
meeting between several other
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lawmakers who are contemplating spe-
cialized legislation. Kirksey's legisla-
tion would be directed at the status of
Northville, a community that’s present-
ly located in two counties, Wayne and
Oakland.

Because of assessment problems
stemming from the dual residency,
lawmakers are encouraging the city
council to adopt a resolution allowing
residents to vote for their county pref-
erence.

Still in preliminary stages, the issue
could spur special legislation. But be-
fore Kirksey moved on the issue, he re-
minded his co-workers that party ma-
jority leader William Faust (D-West-
land) and House Speaker Bobby Crim
(D-Davison) should be consulted.

According to Rep. Roy Smith (R-
Saline), the work of a legislator is one
that must be loved, otherwise “you get
frustrated.”
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When a represenattive first arrives
at the capitol, he or she “has no respect
(among lawmakers). You have to gain
it,” he said.

“You don't lie and you don’t mislead
anyone. You don’t try to pull anything
on them.”

According to Smith, those are his
rules for working with other legisla-
tors.

And in some cases, “you have to give
up something just to get it passed,” he
added in reference to the biases of
committee chairpersons.

In one particular case, Smith said,
legislation he originally wrote was re-
written and re-introduced by another
lawmaker who had more clout in the
House.

“IF 1 HAD citical legislation to go

find days filled in Lansing

through in education (for example), I'd
get someone else to pass it because of
my record with assessments.”

On this particular day In Lansing, a
variety of committee meetings were
held throughout state offices ranging
from how to regulate mopeds to how to
re-introduce worker’s compensation
this season.

Among the most pervasive topics of
discussion running through different
meetings was the interpretation of the
Headlee Amendment to the Michigan
Constitution.

Most assuredly, one will find any
legislator say he or she,is all for cutting
spending. But in this case, the question
involves where property taxes will be
rollbacked — from their actual rates
or their allowed rates.

Discussions continue.

.

Constituent problems occupy
large share of Brown’s time

Thomas H. Brown has been making himself com-
fortable in Lansing for the past nine years, but he
still doesn’t call it home.

Asked what part of his job as a state representa-
tive from Westland took up the largest part of his
time, the fifth-term Democrat said, “I think it’s not
the legislature.

“It's addressing yourself to the problems of the
constituents, to see that they're being dealt with
properly by state departments. Of course, it's the
most rewarding, too.”

Brown's background in Westland-area politics is
extensive. He is a former trustee, treasurer and su-
pervisor of Nankin Township and a former mayor
of Westland. He represents the 37th district, which
includes Westland, Plymouth and Canton Township.

“I've been kicking around government for quite a
few years,” says Brown.

He is a member of house committees on agricul-
ture, mental health, roads and bridges, and taxa-
tion, and is chairman of towns and counties. Includ-
ed on that list are two of the three committees most
prone to dealing with SEMTA — towns and coun-
ties and roads and bridges. Urban affairs is the
third such committee.

BROWN IS DISAPPOINTED for a variety of

Rep. Roy Smith has earned a reputation in Lansing among fellow legislators as a tax
reformer and an expert on tax assessments.

reasons about much of SEMTA's relations with his
district.

First, he thinks SEMTA is planning to spend too
much time and money on the wrong things.

« “I think there has to be more proof of a need for
a (Woodward Corridor) subway before we approve
it.”

» “If southeast Michigan was one transportation
service or authority, rather than being split with D-
DOT (Detroit Department of Transportation) and
SEMTA, you'd get more (legislative) acceptance. I
think people resent the division of services.”

» “I think what we should do is develop our com-
muter trains, and then have a real good look at the
needs — give the senior citizens and the handi-
capped and the people who work the consideration
they deserve. The majority of people who work in
factories move east and west, not north and south.”

BROWN HAS GONE to bat for the Nankin
Transit Commission (NTC) on several occasions in
that group’s continuing series of skirmishes with
SEMTA to obtain more of the small, van-type buses
it uses in a dial-a-ride program serving Garden
City, Westland, Wayne, Inkster and Canton Town-
ship.

So far, however, Brown's efforts, which include

Smith terms politics
special interest work

Rep. Roy Smith, R-Saline, came to Lansing after
he worked in several levels of Michigan govern-
ment — from a four-term stint as Ypsilanti Town-
ship supervisor to a seat on the Washtenaw County
Board.

Then in 1966, he was elected to the legislature
from Ypsilanti. His district includes the city of
Plymouth and part of Plymouth Township.

A man with a soft Southern accent, Smith was
born in Tennessee. He also worked as an assessor
for a time, an experience he considers valuable.

'Smith admiits that politics is special interest

ork.
" In Michigan, but most notably Wayne County, he
is known for his work in property assessments. Sev-
eral months back he struck out at low assessments
in Dearborn, bringing state-wide focus to inequities
in property assessments from residential through
commercial and industrial classes. .

(In a letter dated Nov. 28, 1978, Smith directed
Gov. Milliken to contact the State Taxation Com-
mission about readjusting assessments within that
city. “To not act implies that the state condones
unfair, inequitable and illegal taxing practices by
local units of government,” he wrote.)

SMITH SAID, however, that the situation extends
far beyond Dearborn and even state-wide.

About what’s called “fair taxation,” Smtistl;tnaid
it'sa“ of opinion. Yet, everyone wants it.”
. ss::xltll?. I::fr introduced legislation that would equ-
alize all classes so “one class would not hold up
another.” He said it's an issue that could require

i

court enforcement if need be.

“I'm not out to raise anyone’s taxes,” he said.
“But somebody is just not doing their job.”

Along with most legislators today, Smith is also
grappling with the intent and interpretation of the
Headlee Tax Limitation Amendment.

¥“Do we roll back from the authorized levy or
from the actual levy?” he asked. “But Headlee is
clear — it says from the authorized levy. They
(original writers) say it wasn’t that but something
else.”

Smith is also a strong proponent of education, a
belief that’s carried in his own family. He has three
children who are college graduates.

“If you have a good home and good church, for
the most part the kids should come out good,” he
said.

Coupling his concerns for property taxes and
education, he has found a solution to equalizing
both.

“OF COURSE I have a solution to that — you
shift school operation from the homeowners and
farmers to income tax.”

A bill Smith has been working on for 13 years
proposes to do just that. However, he admits it’s not
an area he expects the legislature to act on, al-
though it was co-sponsored by 77 others.

Very simply, the premise is: “If you earn, you
pay. If you don’t, you don’t. You should be able to
live in your home without fear of losing it because
of propérty taxes.”

personal meetings with SEMTA bureaucrats in
charge of dispensing SEMTA funds to NTC, haven't
met with the kind of success the NTC, at least, had
hoped for. It still doesn’t have all the buses it
wants.

“That’s the most successful dial-a-ride program
in the state,” said Brown. “They need more vehicles
and their has to be some improvement. The SEMTA
program — and I don’t agree with it — is ‘Yes,
NTC has done a good job for the five communities.
Some other communities haven’t had the initiative,
so they need to be helped out.

“I really don’t think we said that when we passed
the legislation. We have to keep pushing SEMTA to
listen to the needs. NTC is very definitely going to
have to continue to give good service.”

Three of SEMTA’s 15 board members are ap-
pointed by the Wayne County Board of Commis-
sioners. Brown says, “We had hoped as legislators
when we revised the (SEMTA) board that the out-
county would have so many members on the board
and they would be appointed by the commissioners.
(But) sometimes we’'re in opposition to some of our
own representatives on the board. I think they
should give a little more thought to representatives
working for us.

“That’s what they're there for.”
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Rep. Tom Brown, D-Westland, whose district includes Canton and
part of Plymouth Township, is a veteran on the hill with a long back-
ground in local government. (Staff photos by Gary Caskey)

'm telling Dad
collecting is fun

jug from
Royal Doulton

Anol

Henry VIII, §35

with a character

Twentieth century descendants of along historical line of tankards and jugs, fashioned in
human likeness by ancient potters in Babylon, Egypt, Crete and Greece, these Royal Doulton
jugs. made in England, are known and loved the world over. Each subtle characterization is
individually hand-painted in imperishable colors under a transparent glaze. Great for de-
corating a mantle, bookcase, window sill or cabinet. And the miniatures can hold cigarettes,
matches, and the like. We show just two from our wide, wonderful collection. Come see these
and all the rest in Hudson's Decorative Table Accessories, at Hudson's Northiand only

See our fascinating Royal Doulton exhibit
Now through June 16..Hudson’s Northland only

Fon?bsﬁc opportunity. See a complete traveling exhibit of every one of the 60 Royal Doulton
character jugs currently in production. Learn their history; how they are created. Meet Bill
Carey, Chairman Emeritus of Royal Doulton. Let him sign your Royal Doulton jug purchase.
Nam.to1ph.2to4pm. dUring the exhibit. In Decorative Table Accessories, Northiand.
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