D e ]

-

R ol LR R AN D L s i g e et gl b i oo o o g i bae b S Y

- Canton Observer

Volume 4 Number 86

 Monday, May 28, 1979

Ladr e IRt B i Sl B TN 1
TR A R R BPRR  E B

.

Canton, Michigan

40 Pages

AN A R 1}'{}"}.?.-"\‘5‘ SIS

A planning commission member has
convinced the Canton Board of Trus-
tees to consider enactment of an inter-
'im zoning ordinance to curb develop-
ment pressures which are contrary to
the 1976 master land use plan.

Although the master plan was adopt-
ed three years ago, a zoning ordinance
and map that is needed to carry out the
intention of the plan was never adop*-
ed.

Planning commissioner Dan Rich-
ardson wants the township board to

adopt a draft of the proposed zoning or-
dinance as an interim law to protect
the intention of the master plan along
Ford Road and in the agricultural dis-
trict.

The proposed zoning ordinance
changes the zoning of some land on
Ford Road from commercial to multi-
ple- and single-family residential.
Richardson fears that developers will
attempt to rush site plans for commer-
cial buildings through before the zoning

Planner’s duties
come under fire

Some members of the township
board are advocating a proposal to
strip several planning functions from
Canton planner Jim Kosteva.

But trustee Lynne Goldsmith is call-
ing the contemplated move. “harass-
ment” that could make township hall
“a place where everyone is afraid to
take a stand.”

The proposal to change Kosteva's job
description from an all-purpose
planner to an industrial planner was
broached at last week’s township board
meeting after officials directed the
planning commission to prepare an in-
terim zoning ordinance by June 4.

Trustee Carol Bodenmiller proposed
contracting with Wade, Trim Associ-
ates for much of the work performed
by Kosteva during the past year, such

. Building

officials
shuffled

Deputy building official Aaron Mach-
nik has been nominated by Supervisor
Noel Culbert to take over the chief ad-
ministrative job in the Canton building
department.

If the appointment is approved by
the township board on June 5, Machnik
will take the place of chief building of-
ficial Chuck Thompson who retired on
Friday.

Besides nominating Machnik for the
job, Culbert has also recommended a
reorganization of the building depart-
ment that he says will provide better
quality control over inspections and
make the department more responsive
to residents’ needs.

The supervisor has named Gary Bar-
nette as Machnik’s temporary replace-
ment as deputy building official. Ac-
cording to Culbert, Barnette will serve
as the “field boss” over all inspectors
in the department.

Under Culbert’s recommendation,
the department will be divided into two
divisions for the first time.

Don Tillman will serve as the chief
inspector in the mechanical division,
which is responsible for heating,
plumbing and cooling inspections. Al
Adams will serve as chief inspector in
the contracting division, which is re-
sponsible for structural inspections.

Although Adams and Tillman will
continue to make field inspections, Cul-
bert says they will also be responsible
for quality control, training of new em-
ployees and other personnel functions.

as site plan review, revision of the
master plan and work on a proposed
zoning ordinance.

She suggested limiting Kosteva’s
planning duties to the industrial area.
He would select industrial sites and
make preparations for the eventual
hiring of an industrial coordinator.

No action was taken on the industrial
planner idea.

However, the township board yoted
5-2 to remove responsibilities for the
master plan, interim zoning ordinance
and proposed zoning ordinance from
Kosteva’'s shoulders. Trustees
Goldsmith and Eugene Daley voted
against limiting the planner’s duties.

KOSTEVA, who was hired last June,
holds a three-year contract with the
township for a variety of duties, includ-
ing the coordination of work on the
master plan and zoning ordinances.

Trustee Robert Greenstein and Mrs.
Bodenmiller maintain that Kosteva is
unable to help the planning commission
meet the June 4 deadline for the inter-
im zoning ordinance because of an ex-
cessive workload.

Wade, Trim, which served aAT the
township’s planning consultants |until
Kosteva was hired, has access to the
computers and.staff that are needed to
finalize revisions to the master plan
and complete the zoning ordinance.

Supervisor Noel Culbert said the
township has a $1,500 credit with the
consulting firm. He expects the firm’s
work on the master plan and zoning or-
dinance will cost the township a net to-
tal of a “few thousand dollars.”

The planner’s job duties did not ap-
pear on the agenda of last week’s meet-
ing, and Kosteva said he had no idea
that his performance as planner would
be discussed.

Greenstein, the most vocal advocate
of changing Kosteva’s duties, charged
that the planner has refused to seek
background planning information Hrom
Wade, Trim and that he has failed to
show an interest in the farmland pres-
ervation proposal.

BUT TRUSTEE GOLDSMITH, who
(Continued on page 4A)

ordinance can be enacted in about six
months.

Under a new state law, townships
can adopt interim zoning ordinances as
an emergency measure without public
hearings.

AT LAST WEEK'S township board
meeting, Trustee Carol Bodenmiller,
who also sits on the planning commis-
sion, urged board members to adopt
the interim law.

Her motion, which was approved by

a 4-3 vote, directs the planning com-
mission to submit the draft of the pro-
posed zoning law to the Wayne County
Planning Commission for its recom-
mendation as an interim ordinamnce by
June 4.

On June 22, the township board is ex-
pected to consider enactment of the in-
terim law after holding a public hear-
ing.
Clerk John Flodin, Trustee Robert
Greenstein and Trustee Eugene Daley
voted against the resolution.

®1979 Sebarban C —_—

Flodin expressed concern for the
owners of property on Ford Road who
would be affected by a rezoning
through passage of the interim ordi-
nance.

Big Boy restaurant owner Peter
Khoury, who also owns a vacant parcel
on Ford Road, said negotiations to de-
velop his land in accordance with'its
current commercial zoning would hgve
to be abandoned if the interim ordi-
nance is passed. The proposed zoning
map would rezone Khoury’s property

Corporstion. All Rights Reserved.

- Commissioner urges interim zoning law

to'multiple-residential use.

Planning commission approval of
permanent zoning ordinances requires
the scheduling of several public hear-
ings. The township board has pledged
to hold one public hearing on the inter-
im law even though it is not legally re-
quired to do so.

“I think this interim ordinance was
designed for communities which have
no zoning ordinances,” Flodin said.

(Continued on page 4A)

Saturday to raise money for Project Concern.
Getting in shape for the fundraiser are (fore-
ground, from left) Steve Kelly, Shawn Teagan

and Cindy Encinas as well as (background,
from left) Dawn Yeaton and Dawn Dyer.
(Staff photo by Charlie Kidd)

Charity
begins
feet first

Plymouth Salem High School will be
the starting point for Canton’s first
participation in the Walk For Mankind.

Project Concern, an international,
nonprofit medical and dental assist-
ance program and organizer of the
Walk For Mankind, intends to raise at
least $500,000 this year, $150,000 more
than last year.

Gerry Jagoda, president of the Can-
ton Jaycees, is the chairman for
Canton’s first walk.

“I have high hopes and expecta-
tions,” he said concerning pledges in
the fund-raising drive.

Jagoda said that sponsors can pledge
money to the participants on a per ki-
lometer basis, or make arrangements
to pay a flat rate to the walker. The
walk is 30 kilometers (18 miles).

The Canton Jaycees and Jaycettes
along with Dr. Pepper and WRIF are
sponsors of the walk and will hold a
drawing for prizes for those who wear
a Walk For Mankind iron-on.

Jagoda said that the ironons are
available at Rick’s TV at frd Road
and Lilley and at the Canton Sports
Store at the Harvard Square shopping
mall.

He said that “800 to 1,000 partici-
pants are expected to show up” depend-
ing on the weather and that 500 people
have already pre-registered for the
event.

(Continued on page 4A)

Lawyers meet on Amurcon

Attorneys for two homeowners’ asso-
ciations, Canton Township, and a com-
pany proposing to construct a subsi-
dized rental unit apartment complex
met last week in an effort to avoid a
flurry of lawsuits.

The next move belongs to the town-
ship.

According to township attorney Dave
Barry, the meeting between the attor-

neys was an effort to “inform Amurcon
we see problems and work out what to
do about them.”

Amurcon is the Southfield-based de-
velopment company that is seeking fi-
nal site plan approval for an apartment
complex on an 18-acre parcel east of
Lilley and south of Warren in the
Pickwick PUD area. The company has
filed an application to receive a mort-

Board injunction lifted

The Canton Township Board now can
discuss the Canton House Restaurant’s
liquor license request, something| trus-
tees have been prevented from doing
because of a court injunction. '

Circuit Court Judge James Hatha-
way has dissolved the court’s order
that prevented the board from recon-
sidering an earlier recommendation to
approve that license. o

The court issued the injunction at the
request of attorney Peter Bundarin,
who rerreseuts Canton Hquse owner
Philip Haddad.

Bundarin sought the injunction when
the township board decided to reconsid-

er its earlier favorable recommenda-
tion to the state’s Liquor Control Com-
mission (LCC), regarding Haddad’s li-
quor license.

Newly-elected trustees tried to get
the township board to reconsider
Haddad’s license after he was cited by
township enforcement officers for 26
building and zoning code violations.

Bundarin obtained the injunction af-
ter contending the board could not
abruptly change its earlier recommen-
dation in favor of his client’s license.
The township board does not issue li-
quor licenses, but makes recommenda-

f

Inside track

Short Takes

A star is born

Did you catch last Thurs-
day’s newcast on Channel 77'If
you did, you already know that
a week-long series on the
plight of farmers in Michigan
had ome segment about
Canton’s efforts to institute a
farmland preservation pro-
gram. Canton’s farmla
preservation director,
Greenstein, was interview
while strolling through the
divisions. If he could have
Jkept his tie straight. . . .

tions to the LCC.
\

The board was stopped from review-
ing the its earlier recommendation by
the injunction.

Removal of the injunction clears the
way for a decision, which Bundarin
says the court will review.

Township attorney Judd Heming said
the court did not actually rule on the
motions filed by Bundarin.

“But now that the restraining order
was dissolved, we (the township) are al-
lowed to proceed with public hearings,”
Heming said.

Bundarin says all the violations have
been corrected.

gage guarantee from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) which would allow rent
subsidies on some or all units for low to
moderate income families.

In addition, Amurcon has an apart-
ment complex under construction near
Joy and Sheldon that has the same rent
subsidy provision.

Both complexes have caused resi-
dents living in nearby subdivisions to
begin campaigns against the projects.

The meeting between the attorneys
was primarily to discuss the complex
proposed for Lilley south of Warren
near the Pickwick subdivision. An at-
torney for the Forest Trails subdivision
near the Joy road complex was, howev-
er, present.

Barry would not reveal whether
what action the township will take if
Amurcon continues to proceed with the
Lilley Road complex. He said there
would be another meeting, although no
date has been set.

Gary Greenstein, attorney for the

conflict

Pickwick homeowners’ association,
said his purpose at the meeting was to
“make known Pickwick’s position and
why.

“We want the township to believe -
as we do — that certain things were
done incorrectly (in connection with the
initial stages of approval for the
complex),” Greenstein said.

Members of the Canton Township
Board of Trustees agreed several
weeks ago, at the request of Pickwick
homeowners, to attempt to stop the
apartments.

The board has requested a legal opin-
ion on the possibility of filing a lawsuit
against Amurcon to stop construction,
but that opinion has not yet been
issued.

Throughout the controversy since the
low-income provision for both com-
plexes was discovered, Amurcon has
refused to comment on its position.

Amurcon attorney Richard Rabbi-
deau could not be reached for com-
ment.

MD ldrive

June 5 has been slated as the
annual house-to-house drive con-
ducted by the Muscular Dyatro-
phy Association, so don’t be sur-
prised if someone comes to your
door asking for a contribution.
The association is looking for
some 30,000 volunteers through-
out the litan area to help
with the drive. You can call 937-
9123 if you want to be a volun-
teer. This year, the -area

chairpersons for Canton are Rob-
ert and Karen Tocco. ;

Tripping out

A screaming rollercoaster
ride could be in your future if
you can sell 75 cans of candy.
The candy sale is sponsored by
Kids Deserve a Chance, a non-
profit organization, which will
raise money for various
youth-oriented charities. The
chaparoned trip to Cedar
Point is for those who sell the
most candy during the fund-
raising- drive. The trip in-
cludes transportation and ad-
mission to rides. The sale
deadline is June 22, with the
winners trip scheduled for
July 11. To pick up forms for
the sale (you must have a par- -
ent or guardian sign if you are
under 21) call 455-8031.

All in good time

Residents and developers who
want to appear before the Canton
Township Board of Trustees are
going to have to wait for a back-
log of agenda items to clear. Be-
cause of a board rule that cuts
off meetings at 11:30 p.m., board
members could only take action
on seven items on a 26-item
agenda at their May 21 meeting.
That means 19 items from last
week’s agenda will be discussed
by board members June § before
action can be taken om any new
agenda item..The meeting cutoff
rule was to curtail the
growing length of township board
meetings. In spite of the few
items dealt with May 21, the
meeting lasted until 12:45 a.m.
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Keeping trespassers out of y
almost ready for harvesting — is a full-time job for Blessed. (Staff
photos by Gary Caskey) '
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I'respassers pay to trample

By LYNN ORR

For all the farmers out there whose land suffers
the tramples of trespassers, here's a story of vindi-
cation.

A Plymouth Township farmer extricated $100
and a promise to stay out of his wheat fields from
some red-faced surveyors last week. But catching
the trespassers in the act and having a chance to
deliver a lecture may have been the best part of the
day ‘

Robert Blessed was horrified to discover spikes
in his fields out on Powell Road west of Ridge Tues-
day. The next day, he discovered the culprits’ four-
wheel drive vehicle in his wheat field along with
fresh walking paths cutting a swatch through his

Plymouth-Canton
death notices

HESTER M. YOUNG

Funeral services for Mrs. Young, 84, were held
recently in the Harper-Mulligan Funeral Home in
Detroit with burial at Acacia Park Cemetery. Offi-
ciating was the Rev. Dr. William Quick of the Met-
ropolitan Methodist Church in Detroit.

Mrs. Young, born in Tennessee, came to Detroit
in 1919 with her husband, Dr. Glen R. Young, who
resumed his practice in Detroit following World
War I. She and Dr. Young lived many years in their
Parkhurst residence in the Woodward-Six Mile
area. Mrs. Young retired to her home in Florida in
1963 where she lived until her death on May 13.

She had been a long-time member of the Order of
Eastern Star including service as matron of the
Highland Park Chapter 440. She also was a mem-
ber of Highland Park Shrine 25, WS of J; past WHO;
member of Daughters of the Nile; and a member of
the Amaranth Court 3.

Survivors include: sisters, Christine Morgan of
Bradenten, Fla., and Mrs. Buford LeVan of Chatta-
nooga, Tenn.; a niece, Marion Licata of Plymouth,
wife of former Michigan State Rep. Anthony C.
Licata; and two nephews.

JENNIE GEOFFRION

Funeral services for Mrs. Geoffrion, 86, of Don-
ald, Livonia, were held recently in St. John Bosco
Catholic Church with burial at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery. A rosary was recited at Harry J. Will
Funeral Home, Redford.

Mrs. Geoffrion, who died May 17 in Farmington
Nursing Home, was a homemaker who had moved
to the Detroit area in 1915. She was a member of
St. John Bosco Catholic Church. Survivors include:
daughters, Helen Geoffrion of Canton, Florence
Hollander of Livonia, Josephine Lundsten of Livo-
nia; sisters, Angnes Herlan of Detroit and Selna
Blonde of Chatham, Ont.; five grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.

LiviJay ing Carnival
Wendearbind Suriar
Plymouth Rd. Parking Lot between Gate 4 & 5

May 23 - June 3

Prices 50¢, 75¢ & $1.00
Specials - Pay One Price
M-F 3:30-11 p.m. Sat. Noon-11p.m.
Sun. and Memorial Day 1-11 p.m.

TEACHERS!
CHISANBOP

Trainer Workshops conducted by certified
CHISANBQP instructors. 4 in the Métro Detroit
Area this Summer.

For more information call:
309-1428 585-1869
547-8830 or 398-1039
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thigh-high winter wheat.

He pocketed the keys, called the Wayne County
Sheriff's department, and waited for some results.
Deputy Howard Johnson caught up with the sur-
veyors and was assured that their boss would make
restitution to Blessed for any damage.

About one hour later, Terry Cantrell of Warner,
Cantrell and Padmos, Inc. of Livonia, peeled off the
cash in return for a receipt, and Blessed got his
chance to deliver a well-rehearsed lecture about
private property.

"DO YOU know what kind of damage one of,
three spikes can do to a $300-400 tractor tire?” he
asked. Trespassing, particularly ruining the crops,
is a costly affair, he went on,

“Just like you guys are losing money today be-
cause I've held you up.”

Cantrell apologized, promising his crews
wouldn’t take advantage of a hole in the fence or
intrude on the property without permission.

“If you want to‘:{alk down the paths between the
plants (strawberries), that's OK,” Blessed said, ask-
ing that they check in with him at the farm first.

Blessed's son Bill just watched the exchange qui-
etly. Trespassers are nothing new, but catching one
is nice for a change. Blessed was more vocal after
the embarassed surveyors departed. A

“You can’t imagine how people disregard farm-
ers’ crops,” he says. Protecting 100 acres becomes
more and more difficult as urbanity encroaches on
the far western tip of Wayne County.

Located in
Livonia

Zommerc
West Office

CARPET CLEANERS

e SCATTER RUGS e BRAIDED RUGS

("LOOSE RUG CLEANING

Where once fields and trees flowed along the
horizon, new subdivisions promise to hit the Wash-
tenaw County border within a few years.

Land developers proliferate, and surveyors
aren’t the only persons who forget about property
lines.

THREE MEN caught fishing in Blessed’s pond a
few years ago caught $100 fines from Judge Dun-
bar Davis of the 35th district court.

Three guard dogs now roam around the white
farm, acquired after his home was broken into
twice in five weeks about seven years ago.

Weather still holds sway over the farmer's crops,
but natural enemies have expanded to include
neighboring children, motorists looking for some
countryside, and even a hot-air balloon that landed
in the middle of his strawberry field during the
picking season.

“What do you do with 100 perople tramping your
strawberries?” he commented about the crowd that
surged toward the balloon.

A more light-hearted incident occurred when an
army helicopter landed in a stubble field after ex-
periencing severe vibrations. A mobile crane was
required to lift the copter into a trailer for hauling
to Grand Rapids. ‘

But the wheels of progress may be the hardest
enemy to fight, he admits.

As developers prepare Plymouth Township for a
growth spurt that will take it to the size of an Ypsi-
lantt; land surveyors measure out the subdivisions.

Blessed'’s chagrined trespassers were surveying a
150-200 acre parcel owned by Greg Donavan, ac-
cording to township tax records.

The surveyors refused' comment on who had
hired them or why the land was being surveyed.

Art-a-Facts

ART NOUVEAU, IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, FIRST
GREW OUT OF AN "ARTS AND CRAFTS" MOVEMENT IN
ENGLAND. THIS MOVEMENT GREW AS A REVOLT
AGAINST THE NEW AGE OF MECHANIZATION. ART
NOUVEAU IS, TODAY, NOTICING A REVIVAL IN
NOSTALGIA

Northwest Blue Print

Artist and Drafting Supplies
13450 Farmington Rd.(at Schoolcraft) Livonia
525-1990

WEED PROBLEMS?

e T8 Liquid Fertilizer &
o’ weed control ap-
plied on your lawn

back & front, 5,000

sq.ft. $ 00
) Results 15
Guaranteed

277-4530

Licensed @ Insured

GROW-IT-GREEN LAWN SPRAYING SERVICE-
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Wendarfnd eariar
Plymouth Rd. Parking Lot between Gate 4.4 5
' y23-Juned

P 50¢, 75¢-& $1.00
Specials - Pay One'Price
M-F 3:30-11 p.m. Sat. Neon-11 p.m.
Sun. and Memorial Day 1-11 p,m.
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We hope you ?
won't i
franchise a
T-ELEVEN , store
just from
reading this ad.

¥

‘ ST IpEp Qpriser |
Before you. make a deal. . .this or

any other deal. . .investigate it thor-
oughly. Find out everything.

What is a 7-ELEVEN store?

Will it offer you and your family a fair chance at mak-
Ing a good living? What is the company like that's
behind the deal?

7-Eleven stores started popping up around Dallas, Tex-
as in 1927. Today there are over five thousand of them
doing business from coast to coast. Each one is a
smaller-than-supermarket sized convenience food
store. The product mix and merchandising plan appeal
to customers of all ages and all income levels. The 7-
Eleven store was the beginning of the convenience
food store industry because of the 7 a.m. until 11 p.m.
7 day a week shopping concept Nowadays, that con-
venience concept has been taken a step further since
the majority of 7-Eleven stores across the country are
open 24 hours a day 7 days a week

It you should elect to invest your time and money in
one of these stores, almost a half century of 7-Eleven
store experience will sefect a site for your store, will
degign. build and equip it. Your bookkeeping will be
done for you. You'll benefit from several national adver-
tising programs.

A specialized training program will teach you how to
merchandise and operate the store and how to handle
the public. That half century of experience is called The
Southland Corporation, and those people are just as
interested in your success as you are.

I you think this thumbnail sketch of a 7-Eleven store
way of life deserves your further investigation, call or
write using the coupon below.
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r------.-------------------

THE SOUTHLAND CORPORATION
13965 Farmington Rd.
LI\(oonia. Ml 48150

¥ /

|
THE SOUTHLAND CORPORATION
Z820 N MASKELL DALLAS TEXAS 75204 AC 214 828-7871
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By TERESA BANAS

Once was not enough for Redford
resident Thomas Fella, a man for
whom the honeymoon was mnever
over.

Fella, 26, last week was found
guilty of bigamy in Wayne County
Circuit Court. He pled guilty to mar-
rying his fourth wife, Joan Soucey,
18, of Redford, without first legally
divorcing his third wife, Deborah
Walker, 27, of Plymouth.

Both wedding ceremonies were
held in Westland's 18th District
Court.

Fella was held in the Wayne
County Jail Tuesday prior to Judge
Michael Stacey’s issuing of a $5,000
surety bond. A June 1 sentencing
date has been set. The maximum
sentence for bigamy in Michigan is
four years imprisonment.

According to Fella's attorney,
Maroun Hakin, the defense contend-
ed Fella was “mislead and misin-
formed” by Ms. Walker. While serv-
ing a 90-day jail sentence in the De-
troit House of Correction last fall,
he claims she told him of her efforts
to end their year-old marriage, a
claim she denied in court Monday.
The pair separated in July 1978.

In addition to dening that claim,
the prosecutor said Ms. Walker had
met Fella on two occasions follow-
ing his release from DeHoCo and in
that time made plans to reconcile.
Fella had been imprisoned for driv-
ing with a suspended license and
evading a police officer in Livonia.

FELLA HAD married Joan
Soucey last Jan. 31 and remarried
her in May. Since that time, the cou-
ple has been living with her parents
in Redford.

He remarried Joan May 15 after
filing for divorce from Ms. Walker
in April.
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e Plymouth wife
fi finds bigamist

Fella has been employed as a wa-
ter sprinkler installer for Perfect
Water Systems, a company owped
by his new father-in-law. His wife,
Joan, is a waitress at a local restau-
rant.

According to his mother-in-law,
Fella is “‘great. He's very coopera-
tive. He has to be living with a big
family.”

Joan Fella said her husband was
surprised by the news that he was
not divorced from his third wife. She
adds she is supportive of him and
plans to wait for him.

According to police, Fella’s third
wife learned of his subsequent mar-
riage through an indentity mix-up in
wives by Livonia police. Following
his arrest on the traffic violation in
the fall, his new mother-in-law post-
ed bond for his release.

Livonia police then called the
woman they thought was Fella's
wife in the confusion to ease her ap-
prehension of his arrest. However,
they mistakingly called Fella’s third
wife and tipped her off to his new
marriage.

Two weeks after his first mar-
riage to his fourth wife, Fella filed
for divorce from his third wife, De-
borah Walker.

According to Wayne County Pro-
secutor Richard Neaton, Ms. Walker
is more angry than bitter over the
incident and plans to take a long va-
cation when the case is finished.

According to court records,
Fella's first wife was Mary Baum,
whom he married in 1973. Then he
married Pamela Kay Martin in
1975.

When asked why he married so
often, his attorney said Fella was
just waiting for the right woman,

Fella testified that when he met
his fourth wife, he regained his
“honesty and self-respect.

1. L
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Surveyors drove their front-wheel drive vehicle right across the
preperty line into Blessed's wheat because they couldn’t get a clear
shot to survey neighboring property.

Come and browse Jacobson’s gallery
of exciting designer wallcoverings.

Works of art in foil, mylar, vinyl and
grasscloth that let your rooms project .
a variety of moods. . .from casual to
subdued and stately. Qur Interior
Designers can help you select from
a wide array of textures, patterns
and colors (we even offer custom
coloring), some with coordinating

| fabrics, to achieve the look you want,

! Shown, room-brightening new
patterns from the Kraft collection.

Jacobson’s
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Working parents and school: C

School enrollment is rising because
of the continued growth in new subdivi-
sions, primarily in Canton Township
but also in Plymouth Township.

And one common experience of new
home buyers in new subdivis ions is the
phgnomenon of both parents working to
bring in enough income to meet the
monthly house payments.
~ The rising divorce rate also results
In more women entering the work
force to support their families.

Between these two trends, during re-
cent years, the result is an increase in
the number of working mothers in
Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.

That raises the question about
whether the school district ought to do
anything to accommodate working par-
ents.

Because of these changes in the
Plymouth-Canton community, the Ob-
server asked each candidate for the
school board the following question:

What should the schools do to accom-
modate working parents?

Each candidate were asked to re-
spond and answers were recei ved
from Allen N. Smith, Dean
Swartzwelter, Gary Roberts, Sylvia
Stetz, Thomas Yack, Douglass Koch,
Jeanette Wines, Stephen Foley, James
Sinclair and Kenneth Vogras.

Each candidate was given a 75-word
limit for the answer. Some 13 candi-
dates have filed for the Plymouth-Can-
ton Board of Education. Of this group,
two will be elected to four-year terms
on the school board

JAMES SINCLAIR doesn’t believe

| /

the school district has any social re-
sponsibilities to accommodate working
parents.

“The Plymouth-Canton school dis-
trict was designed to instruct children,
not babysit them,” said Sinclair. “I feel
the parent(s) bear the responsibility of
their children before and after school
hours, and during school hours also, if
the child is a constant troublemaker.”

A similar view is taken by Kenneth
Vogras who states: “I feel the schools’
major concern should be the education
of children, not to accommodate the
working parents. 'Presently nightly
meetings are held such as PTA, etc,, to
accommodate the parents. However,
school administrators should be avail-
able most anytime should the need
arise. I realize the need for both par-
ents to work, but nevertheless the chil-
dren are their’s and should respond
accordingly.”

Stephen Foley comments: “Working
parents are becoming increasingly a
necessity because of inflation and hous-
ing costs, thereby limiting their contact
with our schools. .

“A positive approach in contacting,
advising and receiving input from all
parents will become necessary in order
to maintain parentiteacher communi-
cation. School newsletters as presently
exist and strong Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciations are available methods. Contact
with neighborhood associations, week-
end and evening prpgrams to receive
guidance from the parents will aid in
the overall development of our school
system.”

Jeanette Wines doesn’t feel there is
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really an issue behind the question
raised. “Is this really an issue?” she
asks. “The main responsibility of a dis-
trict is to provide for the best educa-
tion possible within its means. I feel
that the district already has enough
problems without creating them.

“However, if accommodating the
working parents becomes a reality and
a plan is offered, then I feel it also
should be offered to non-working par-
ents. All are taxpayers.”

DOUGLASS KOCH sees a need for
the district to be sensitive to the needs
of working parents. '

“For all parents and children the
schools can provide predict able, con-
sistent daily and yearly schedules. On
an as-needed basis the schools can as-
sist in relaying special needs of one
group to other parents who might wish
to satisfy those needs.

“Without cgst some schools have
helped get parents who meed baby-
sitters together with those wishing em-
ployment for short periods (e.g. ESY
breaks). We must be sensitive to in-
creases in single and two-working par-
ent households.”

‘Sylvia Stetz comments: “Our society
is changing, but still the major respon-
sibility of the schools is to educate chil-
dren. Schools cannot assume the re-
sponsibilities that belong to parents.

“A ‘good educational system has ev-
eryone working together. For the safe-
ty of the child, the schools can help
working parents by taking into account
such things as late starting days, vaca-
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Teens must search
to find summer jobs

By MATHEW BRZEZINSKI

If Plymouth and Canton students want jobs
this summer, they’ll have to look hard and be
willing to work at a variety of different trades.

That's what job placement counselors are tell-
ing students

Joyce Willis, a counselor for the job place-
ment center at Plymouth Canton High School,
said “local chances for employment are limited
and few employers in this area take summer
help.”

Willis said that the primary way students find
jobs is usually through aquaintances, friends or
relatives.

“There are many opportunities in the greater
metropolitan area in plants, warehouses and
factories for unskilled laborers who are willing
to travel,” said Willis, “but there are not too
many of those jobs available in the Plymouth
area.”

She said that the placement center at the
school is available to all students and former
students in the Plymouth-Canton School District.

Willis said that “by far the most frequent re-
quest we get from employers is for clerical

positions.”

“The outlook is great — for college students
this summer,” according to Ronald Monsette, di-
rector of the placement center at Schoolcraft
Community College.

He said that the center’ usually has about
“four job openings for each applicant at the col-
lege, some full-time, some part-time.”

He added that the primary goal of the student
looking for a job is “money and not so much for
a career.”

For summer employment, he’'d rather get the
student a good paying job not related to the
student’s field than a lower paying job that
would, said Monsette.

WILLIS SAID that “young people are unreal-
istic about jobs, wanting to eurn $6 or §7 per
hour like their parents, older brother or sister.”

She added that a few employers are unwilling
to pay enough to entice people to work for them
and many factory jobs have “hard, heavy and
hot work that few students want unless it, is
made worth their while.”

Edward Dowling, general manager of the
Michigan Employment Security Commission in
Plymouth, also said that most of the jobs avail-

“ able were factory, outdoor labor and clerical

jobs.
He said that this year there is “not too great
an abundance of summer jobs for students.”

Dowling said the MESC encourages students
to do the most they can to find a job. The MESC
provides a service to aid the student in finding a

job.

He said the MESC goes to employers to talk to
them to find out what kind of jobs they will have
available in the summer for students.

Dowling also said that “students are not usu-
ally looking for career jobs,” and that the em-
phasis for most students is to get a job that
makes money. The more the better.

Willis said that students looking for jobs
should check their local employment servites,
such as the MESC or the school service, as a
start.

One of the best ways is to “tell everyone you
know that you are looking for a job” and a friend
or a relative may come up with one sooner than
you think, she said.

She added that the student should put in an
application to every possible place he may want
to work.

FOR STUDENTS under 16, the market is a
little tighter because many plants do not accept

under them. The best places for them to try are

restaurants, baby-sitting, cutting lawns and gen-
eral maintenance.

’

Willis said that lawn cutting and baby sitting
are too often over-looked because students don’t
consider them “real” jobs.

Gail Pohutski, an account representative for
Kelly Services in Livonia, a temporary employ-
ment firm, said that the company holds semi-
nars in high schools and places ads for college
students to encourage them to seek employment
with them. ;

Kelly Services “cannot guarantee a steady
summer job, for it is not a placement service. It
only finds temporary jobs for people.”

Pohutski said that there are three divisions in
the Kelly services: clerical, light industrial and
marketing.

She said that no experience is necessary for
light industrial and marketing, but applicants
must be over 18.

In the clerical division, she added, Kelly ac-
cepts persons under 18 but they must obtain a
work permit, go through a two-hour screening
process, fill out the required applications and
meet the minimum requirements for the job.

Willis said that the proceedure for a summer
job is the same as for any full-time job. Employ-
ers call the placement center and check the files
to see if there are students that have asked for
that type of job and are the best qualified to fill
it.

She added that some areas open include park
and recreation jobs such as playground supervi-
sors and coaches. There are also seasonal jobs
such as landscaping help, swimming pool install-
ers, corn pickers and sod installers.

Willis said that if the person is willing to trav-
el, the government often has summer positions
for students, few in the Plymouth-Canton area,

but many in Dethrrouhdlnz area.

JEANETTE WINES
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tions, and inservice when negotiating
the calendar and making budget cuts.”

Tom Yack, the only incumbent
amongst the candidates, answers: “As a
group growing in numbers, working
parents should be considered in the fol-
lowing ways: 1. A reduction in school
hours should be considered as a last
resort, 2. The school calendar (includ-
ing vacations and inservice days)
should be distributed early in the
school year; 3. Parent-teacher contacts
should be carried out in the evening; 4.
School closing information should be
provided on a timely basis; 5. Parents
should be called away from work only
when it is absolutely necesssary; 6.
Emergency numbers (neighbors) should
be on file.”

GARY ROBERTS was the only can-
didate to suggest that nursery schools
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be made available, but he wavered be-
tween public vs. private facilities.

“If this is a serious problem, I feel
that it may be best to have a public
nursery school for children of working
parents. Only if the working parents
(who use the facilities) pay 100 percent
of the cost. No money should be used
from our school district fund. Maybe
we should encourage private nursery
schools.”

Dean Swartzwelter answered as fol-
lows: “I believe the ‘short day’ in ele-
mentary schools should be eliminated.
It is disruptive to all parents — partic-
ularly for two-parent working families.
School boundaries should be held con-
stant — so working parents can estab-
lish permanent arrangements. Specific
proposals that disrupt working parents
should receive special consideration by
both.the administration and board. It is

andidates reply

seldom possible to please everyone; but
the significant number of two-parent
working families requires added em-
phasis on their needs.”

Allen Smith doesn’t suggest any spe-
cial effort which should be made to ac-
commodate working parents but does
urge that there should not be any dis-
crimination against children of work-
ing parents: “The schools should edu-
cate children of working parents the
same as children of non-working par-
ents and not discriminate against
them."”

Kevin Campbell comments: “Uni-
form starting times and uniform vaca-
tions — all children from the same
family should be assigned to the same
track. Establish school calendar to cor-
respond with Julian calendar so work-
ing parents can schedule vacations to
correspond with school vacations? ”

STEPHEN FOLEY
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7 Mile at Middlebelt
~ presents the stars of Walt Disney's

1OIDAL
CRUELLA DeVILLE, JASPER, HORACE and

NANNY; sing and dance while PONGO
and PERDITA romp with their PUPPY PUPPETS!

This-exciting musical revue is hosted by
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VONIA MALL

ATTANS

476-1166

See Walt Disney’s
great animated adventure

101 DALMATIANS
in thpatres
this summer.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 30
LIVE PERFORMANCES

2P.M. & 4 P.M.
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BURLEY, accompanied by JOE DIAMOND.
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