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first-place finish in that event, edging out the Harri-
son Hawks. Harrison, however, came out the victor of

Canton wins relay

Dan McGlinn of Plymouth Canton High crosses the the dual meet. For more photos and a report on the
finish line in the 880-yard relay to help his team to a meet, turn to Page 4B of today’s Sports Section. (Staff

photo by Gary Cagkey)

Liquor issue has day in court

The fate of liquor license approval
for the Canton House Restaurant will
remain undecided for at least a few
more weeks. Circuit Court Judge
James Hathaway Friday told attorneys
for Canton House and Canton Township
to try to work things out and come
back for another court hearing May 18

In the meantime, the judge said, the
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township cannot make any move to res-
cind its earlier approval of the restau-
rant’s liquor licence application, and

Canton House must clean up the rest of .

the 26 building and ordinance depart-
ment violations charged to it.

The controversy over the liquor li-
cense approval began last month when
the Township Board of Trustees decid-

L

DON'T
OVERLOOK

US

When you're selling, or buying, a

used car, don't overlook the clas-

sified pages of your hometown

newspaper. Mr. M. Rycus told us-
he got an ‘“overwhelming

response” to his ad and sold a

1976 Buick in just one day. You

can do it too. Just call us direct

591-0900

An engineer who lives in Mayfair Subdivision says this concrete

w walkway over a drainage ditch in Windsor Park acts as a dam during
o times of heavy rain. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

ed .to reconsider allowing the restau-
rant at Ford and Lilley to serve cock-
tails, beer and wine.

The previous Township Board, with
former Supervisor Harold Stein at the
helm, had given its approval for a li-
quer license. Final authority to issue
the license rests with the Michigan Li-
quor Control Commission (LCC), which
is still considering the application from
Canton House. :

At the first discussion of rescinding
approval, the board tabled the matter
for another meeting in order to give
Peter Bundarin, attorney for Canton
House owner Phillip Haddad, more
time to prepare his case.

At the next meeting with Canton
House on the agenda, Board members
were served with a court injunction or-
dering them not to rescind the license
until a hearing could be held.

The board did not rescind the license,
but agreed to forward information
about Canton House building and ordi-
nance violations to the LCC.

The Township’s attorney for the
case, Judd Hemming, said the next
hearing on the matter will probably be
before Circuit Judge George Martin in-
stead of Hathaway. Hemming said
Hathaway “agreed that the board does
have the right to reconsider the license
but wanted to give Canton House time
to take care of the violations.”
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School bond issue
suggested to ease

*

area growing pains

By MATTHEW BRYZINSKI

\

2 A $10 million bond issue to absorb
the cost of financing student growth
and building maintenance has been rec-
ommended by the citigzens bond advi-
sory committee to the“Plymouth-Can-
ton Board of Education.

The report, delivered to the board
Monday night, asks for $5 million for
new student housing and another $5
million for energy conservation and
building maintenance, such as plumb-
'ing, heating, electrical and roof renova-
tions.

The committee felt its $10 million
package is economically more realistic
and easier to “sell” voters than a $23
million bond issue which was consid-
ered earlier by the administration.

The schoo! board now must decide
when to hold an election on the bond
issue and for how long the money
should be borrowed.

Supt. John M. Hoben says the earliest
an election could be set is “sometime”
in August.

The committee estimates the $10
mijllion bond issue will cost voters
about seven-tenths of a mill (70 cents
per $1,000 state equalized valuation) if
the bonds are sold for 29 years.

GLENN SCHROEDER, committee
chairman, said the advisory group
looked first at the district’s immediate
needs, such as vital maintenance and
necessary additions.

The committee recommends that the
bus yard on Mill north of Ann Arbor
Road be moved to a southern part of
the district, possibly to the Centennial

ducational Park (CEP), to reduce gas-
oline costs.

Members recommend that storage
should be centralized to reduce costs

and that asphalt for parking be used

only in priority areas.

Leonard Evans, committee member
from Plymouth, said that the asphalt
should be “put down where it'll do
some good.” He added that much of the
parking could be taken care of in
cleared areas dnd does not have to be
paved with asphalt.

Mayfair residents claim

THE MAJOR recommendations in-
clude intensive use of portable class-
rooms, more year-round school, and
scrapping plans to build a new middle
school, new elementary building, and
classroom wing at the CEP.

To absorb growth at the middle
school level, the committee opted for

constructicn of a core unit coupled with
use of portable classrooms instead of
building a new middle school

The core, which could be built for
slightly less than $3 million, would in-
clude a gymnasium, library, cafeteria

(Continued on page 4A)

Maintenance
of boundaries
is major goal

One of the major goals of the citizens bond advisory committee
was to maintain stability of school boundaries as enrollment in-

creases and as the school population shifts.

A

That's why the major recommendations were intensive use of
portable buildings, and expanded use of year-round school

The idea of portables is to place them at existing elementary
schools as growth comes at that level, thereby stabilizing elemen-
tary boundaries, and then moving them to middle schools and the
population matures and shifts to the higher grades

Because of a crunch in middle school expected in two or three
years, the committee recommends an inexpensive core unit of. a
library, gym, cafeteria and administrative offices with portable:?»

used for midd]e school classrooms.

Because most of the recent elementary growth has been in
southern Canton, the committée recommends the new middle

school be placed in Canton
south of Ford.

In all some 80 portables wouldsbe purchased

probably south of Warren or even

26 for the core

middle school, 14 initially for elementary buildings, and 40 for the

high schools.

The 40 at the high schools would replace the earlier proposal of
a classroom wing with a construction price tag of almost $3 mil-

lion.

The 14 portables at the elementary level would avoid the need to
build a new elementary at $3 million. The core unit middle school
with portables will cost about $3.6 million compared to a cost in
excess of $6 million for a combined elementary-middle school.

Of the total $10 million proposed, half would be spent to accom-
modate student growth. The other $5 million includes $1.5 milln

¢ (Continued on page Lﬂ
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Bridges cause troubled waters

By DARLENE STINSON

Good-neighbor sentiment beétween
residents of Mayfair and Windsor Park
subdivisions may be destined to go
down the drain along with the sewer
water that flooded hundreds of base-
ments on Good Friday.

The debate revolves around bridges
that some Windsor Park residents have
constructed over an open storm drain
that runs through their backyards.

At least 10 Mayfair families, who
also live near the drain, are charging
that the bridges slowed down the flow
of "water on April 13 and aggravated
the sewer backup in-their homes.

Residents said they will ask the
Wayne County Drain Commissioner’s
Office to order removal of the bridges
on grounds that the Structures are
impeding the flow of water in a flood
plain. .

Mayfair resident Sandra Dawbarn
has also indicated that flood victims in
her neighborhood may take bridge
owners to small claims court in an ef-
fort to recoup their losses from the
flood. ,

The basements of an estimated 350
to 400 homes throughout Canton Town-

. ship were flooded with sewer water on

Good Friday. Up to 2% feet of sewer

water flooded the basements of some"

homes in Mayfair, according to resi-
dent Daniel Hanson.

HANSON, A registered civil engi-
neer, is convinced the bridges contrib-
uted to the flood because the water
| level in the drain rose above the walk-
- ways of some bridges.

According to Hanson, the bridges
slowed down the flow of water in the
I

i

drain by creating friction. The water
level in the drain subsequently rose and
eventually reached a point level with
the street.

At that point, Hanson said water
from flooded streets could no longer
flow into the drain.

He agrees with township engineer
Robert Wade, who said that storm wa-
ter entered the sanitary sewer system
through defective manholes on flooded
streets.

“As an engineer, I know that flood
shouldn’t have happened,” Hanson said.
“I think (the bridges) were directly re-
sponsible for flooding the streets.”

But one bridge owner who lives in
Windsor Park cannot accept Hanson’s
argument. ‘

The woman, who asked not to be
identified, said the bridges are needed
by homeowners on Arlington and other
streets in order to maintain the proper-
ty on the other side of the drain. Al-
though the drain itself is owned by
Wayne County, residents own property
on both sides of the ditch. i

“THAT JUST doesn’t make any
sense,” she said of Hanson’s reasoning.
“Those bridges just enhance our prop-
erty and allow us to get to the other
side of the creek.

“Who’s going to pay us for these
bridges if we take them down?” she
asked. “They didn’t tell us we couldn’t
put them in. If the bridges are not caus-
ing it and the flooding continues, will
they give us the money to build them
back again?”

She estimated the cost of the bridges
at $500 to $1,000 each.

Like many Canton residents, she at-
tributes the cause of the flood to the

|
y

=Y
township’s construction boom and
overtaxed sewer system.
She said the water level in the drain
on her property was much lower when

her family first moved into Windsor
Park six years ago

(Continued on page 4A)

“ Mayfair Subdivision residents claim the bridges that spai a drain-
age creek in Windsor Park contributed to the flood that filled the
basements of their homes with sewer water on April 13. (Staff photo

by Gary Caskey.)
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Board challenges

By LYNN ORR

The third set of financial figures for
the fiscal year which ended last March
fails to satisfy state legal require-
ments, according to Plymouth Town-
ship trustees.

Treasurer Joseph West again was in
hot water with his fellow board trus-
tees Tuesday night over the Treasur-
er’s Report presented at the meeting.

Trustees charged that it fails to meet

Indians plan
Spring Feast

The Indian Heritage Center of Plym-
outh-Camton Community Schools is co-
sponsoring a Spring Feast on May 5 at
Hawk Woods Park in Pontiac.

Several Title IV Indian education
programs in southeastern Michigan are
again coordinating their efforts to de-
velop a major event for Indian stu-
dents

The feast will begin with a tradition-
al sunrise ceremony followed by a
Cherokee ballgame

At mid-day there will be a tradition-
al tobacco ceremony, a blessing, and
the Spring Feast. Fry bread, corn soup,
and buffalo meat will be served along
with other dishes

In the afternoon students will dance
to a traditional drum and the day will
end with a sunset ceremony

A bus will leave the center at Central
Middle School at 7:30 am. May 5 and
return about 7:30 p.m. All Indian stu-
dents in the school district are encour-
aged to attend. For reservations or
more information call the center at
453-8220

470 Forest (Entrance off Ann Arbor Truil)

Plymouth ¢ 455-8170

the legal requirement of a treasurer’s
report as required by state law,

The law stipulates'that a neport of
the year's financial activities \must be
presented within 30 days of the end of
the fiscal year to the township board.
Trustees have requested such a report ‘
for the past month. d

West's report, consisting of account
activities for only the last month of the
fiscal year, does not meet the require-
ments, trustees argued.

They questioned several aspects of
the brief report of accounts balances as
of March 31, 1979, the close of the
1978-79 fiscal year, including the legal
requirements, unappropriated funds in
lower-earning interest accounts, and an
unauthorized depository.

“I don’t want to keep pressing the
issue, but I don’t consider the report to
be in accordance with the statute”
Trustee Maurice Breen maintained.

“I also do not consider the treasur-
er's report in compliance with state
statute and I wish that to be made a
record of all minutes, including those
published in, the newspaper,” Trustee
Lee Fidge added.

Supervisor Tom Notebaert asked
West to check with auditor Harvey Ziel
as to whether the latest report meets
legal requirements of a general law
township.

TRUSTEE GERALD Law questioned
both the accounts and the fact that a
$500,000 certificate of deposit was pur-
chased from Standard Federal Savings.

“We did not approve it and the mon-

treasurer’s report 1y

ey should not be there,” he said. West
said he bught the certificate of deposit
on April 3, and the board denied the
request to add the savings bank to the
list,of authorized depositories on April
10.

Law resolved to add the bank to the
approved list “simply so we do not suf-
fer an interest charge because we re-
moved our money before the 90 days is
up.

Trustees Breen, Fidge, and Barbara

' Lynch refused to join the majority vote

to approve the depository!

“Now we are asked to approve a
wrong action and I will not approve it.
I rebel,” Mrs. Fidge said angrily.

Law also questioned West as to why
he had $368,000 of the water and sewer
department’s building fund in a 5 per-
cent bearing savings account.

“Can I asspyme that we could invest
that in something longer term at'a
higher interest rate?"

West agreed, adding it was his policy

rate.

However the latest report indicates
that $645941 of the general govern-
ment fund was in a non-interest bear-
ing checking account as of March 31,
1979. Another $57,171 of tax account
money also was in a checking account,
according to the report.

THE MAJORITY of the township
funds on that date were invested in 5%
percent interes\ bearing savings
accounts. \

The exceptions include nearly $2
million from the tax and trust and
agency accounts and about $1 million
from water and sewer accounts invest-
ed in certificates of deposit bearing be-
tween 7.4 and 9.9 percent interest.

The brief, two-page report lists 32
accounts, the beginning balance as of
March 1, 1979, receipts, disbursements,
interest rate if any, and the balance as
of March 31, 1979. ‘

The report fails to speak to the/over-
all financial status of the township, dis-
bursements and receipts over the year,
or funds that will be available in the
1979-80 fiscal year.

Breen said he expected the May 15
audit to answer some of the questions
about the'financial status.

Trustees also are awaiting reports
from all township banks as to the
record of investments over the past
four years.
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THOMAS L. FRANCIS

Funeral services for Mr. Francis, 36,
of Academy Court, Plymouth, were
held recently in Our Lady of Good
Counsel Catholic Church in Plymouth
with burial in Atlanta, Ga. Officiating
was the Rev. Fr. Robert J. Keller and
arrangements were made by Schrader
Funeral Home, Plymouth.

Mr. Francis, who died April 25 in
Livonia, was a lifetime resident of
Plymouth who worked in personnel for
the Jervis B. Webb Company in Farm-
ington Hills. He was a member of Our
Lady of Good Counsel Church. Survi-
vors include: wife, Louise; parerts, Mr.
and Mrs. Francis T. Francis of Hollan-
dale, Fla.; daughters, Jeanette and

; : : .. L i
mememmeiesns. Hines Park projects

will halt road traffic

Area motorists who use Hines Park
Drive may want to switch routes dur-
ing the next few months.

Parts of the road will be closed from
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays through mid-
July, as Wayne County Road Commiss-
sion crews begin a $2.8-million road re-
pair project.

All Instruments

Music LESSONS

All Age Groups

Anderson Music
637 South Main Street

lymouth
453-2900
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MOTHER'S DAY SPECIALS

FOR THE ENTIRE MQNTH OF MAY
TINT TOUCH-UP FOR SHORT HAIR

REG. 11.50 NOW unly 1 -
TINT TOUCH-UP FOR LONG HAIR

et | REG. $14.50 NOW onl& 31350

¢ VIRGIN TINT, SHORT HAIR
| » REG. 13.50
® VIRGIN TINT, LONG HAIR

REG. 16.50

NOW ONLY 1250

NOW ONLY 1550

SENIOR CITIZEN DAYS

EVERY MON., TUES., WED.
WE WELCOME MASTER CHARGE AND

VISA

ALONG WITH YOUR TINT, GET A CARIN CON-
TREATMENT. CARIN MAKES A CON-
DITIONER FOR EVERY TYPE OF HAIR.

ONLY 1.50 EXTRA

PRICES GOOD TUEBSDAY, MAY |
THRU THURSDAY, MAY 31, 1979

APPOINTMENTS NOT ALWAYS NECESSARY
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

¢ 981-0846 - 45001 Ford Rd., at Canton Center Rd.

: ‘HAIR STYLING SALON HOURS:
Monday thru Friday 8a.m.to 9p.m_;

Saturday 8a.m.to 6 p.m.

oy 29848 Ford Rd.
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* HARDWARE o ¢ Featuring the Culinary Expertise of: i
No matter how large or small your g LARRY JANES LORETTA WIRRE
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Hollister
Confidence
Group pouches
with filter
protection'

We also carry Squibb Stomahesive, Colo-

plast and DAVOL colostomy supplies
Northside Pharmacy
2903 S. Wayne Rd.

("2 Mile North of Michigan Ave. )

721-7141

open til 9 M-Sat,, Sun. 8-4

.1 blk. West of Middlebelt

The project .ncludes widening the
road to 24 feet and constructing eight-
foot paved shoulders on each side.

The 17Yz-mile drive will be closed to
through traffic during construction,
which is expected to take 2'2 months.
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Katherine, at home: sisters, Denise Lin
of Northville and Carolyn Broadwell of
Southfield.

MELISSA LYNN VARGA

Funeral services for infant Varga
were held recently in Divine Savior
Catholic Church, Westland, with burial
at United Memorial Gardens Ceme-
tery, Plymouth Township. Officiating
was the Rev. Fr. Gerald Flannery and
arrangements .were made by Lambert
Funeral Home, Plymouth

Melissa, who died April 23 in Ford
Hospital, was bhe 13-month-old daugh-
ter of Thomas and Linda Varga of
Orhan, Canton. She also is survived by
brother, Chris, and grandparents
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Varga, Mr
Mrs. Raymond Kosinski

and
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Francesca’s

HAIR DESIGN

HAIR DESIGN

954 NEWBURGH
between Marquette & Cherry Hiil

326-1470
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Unisex

Styling Salon

Stylist

presents f

of the Week

“PAULA DAUM

P.C.C.AS.

Certification

in  Advanced Hair

Design. Good with long hair and high styling.

L

Precision Cut & Style '
* Either Set or Blow Dry - $1 650

-----------------------------1

FREE Tube, of @?’REDI(EN Climatress

Moisturizing Conditioneror PHinal PHase

and Acid Balanced Shampoo for your Type Hair
I, |
I oupon Expires 4-30-79 - ‘

WITH CUT & STYLE ONLY!

OPEN 6 DAYS

A S
in Rear

Ani le Parkin MON 9 am fo 5 pm
@ p 9 ® TuUe FRI 9 am to 9 ¢

SAT 9 am to 3 pm

.. 261-2612
425-4560
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CRAFTS = S\
- ch ANNIVERSARY

& GRAND OPENING
SPECIALS

Cookies

e e ittt o e e e e e

REFRESHMENTS
SERVED
- SAT. MAY 5th

Coffee for all.

ALL
BOOKS

and

LATCH ALL NEEDLEPOINT
INSTRUCTION HOOK & CREWEL KITS
KITS

) 10%9FF 209/ AIMACRAME CORD
F L -

.

10% or

OFF

RUG CANVAS

1/ PRICE

with purchase of yarn

to complete the rug.

[ _._JoinlOur New Class '

QUILTING

_ We also stock
STAINED GLASS SUPPLIES

Sale May 2 thfu 9 "
‘Drawing for Door Prizes

USY BEE CRAFTS

42320 ANN ARBOR ROAD « PLYMOUTH e 455-8560
™ Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 10-9; Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-5




Legal issues si

By DARLENE STINSON /

Roger Winthrop insists that he is not
promoting the use of marijuana — par-
ticularly among high schooi kids.

But Winthrop, who is Michigan coor-
dinator of the National Organization
for Reform of Marijuana Laws
(NORML), also insists that no one
should go to jail for smoking joints of
weed.

The state lobbyist for marijuana law
reform spoke to approximately 100
high school students at the Plymouth-
Canton Centennial Educational Park
(CEP) on Monday.

His discussion with students and
Plymouth attorney Robert Delaney
was one, of several CEP seminars held
during Law Week

WINTRHOP IS currently pushing for
passage of a Senate bill that would re-
duce penaltiesxfor possessing 30 grams
or less of marijuana to a maximum
$100 fine and legalize the use of grass
for medicinal purposes.

Marijuana has been found effective
in the treatment of glaucoma and in re-
ducing the nauseating side effects of
cancer chemotherapy

The bill would also reduce penalties
for possessing 30 grams or more of
marijuana to a maximum $500 fine and
90 days in jail and lower the sentence
for selling marijuana from a $4,000
fine and a four-year jail term to $1,000
and a one-year jail term.

Sponsored by State Sen. Jerome T.
Hart, D-Saginaw the bill is currently in
the Senate Judiciary Committe.

Under current state law, possession
of a “small quantity" of marijuana is a
misdemeanor, punishable by a maxi-
mum $500 fine and one year in jail.
We've been trying to change the

4

throp told students. “But our political
representatives seem to think if they
vote for decriminalization, all their
voters will fall out of the tree.”

Winthrop, who admits that he is a
marijuana user, would like to see the
use of grass eventually made legal. But
he adds that the federal government
would have to take the steps to legalize
the substance. A United Nations treaty
aimed to stamp out the use of marijua-
na and other drugs has been signed by
the United States and ]00 other coun-
tries.

So for now, Winthrop is content to
lobby for decriminalization of marijua-~
na in Michigan.

“I know people on both floors of the
legislature ‘who will go home and
smoke marijuana, but they won't vote
to'decriminalize it,” Winthrop charged.

He also alleges that current marijua-
na laws are selectively enforced.

According to Winthrop, 22,000 Michi-
gan residents were arrested for pos-
sessing marijuana in 1976. Of those
arrested, 25 per cent were under the
age of 18 and 25 per cent were black,
he said. N/

Although many judges dish out $25
fines to first-time offenders of marijua-
na laws, Winthrop said that other first-
time offenders receive stiff jail sen-

]
tences. |
; J

Editor’s note: Discussions on the le-
gal aspects of rape and marijuana
were just two of the seminars held
in conjunction with Law Week at
Plymouth Canton High. Students,
parents, and faculty members were
inwvted to learn about their legal
rights and responsibilities concern-
ing alcoholism, juvenyle deliquency,
polygraph tests, andtmher topics

zzle...
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"IT SEEMS WE'RE marshalling too
many cars and too much money for en-
forcement of marijuana laws,” said at-
torney Delaney, who has represented
many persons arrested for pot.

“Marijuana laws are just an attempt
to deal with private, personal matters
that don’t harm others — except for
maybe the smell.” ,

Until 1972, possession of marijuana
in Michigan was a felony.

“It may be hard for you to believe,
but people were sent to jail for long
periods of time,” Delaney told the stu-
dents.

When the attorney began to fish for
the slang name of a marijuana ciga-
rette, students yelled out the word
“joint.”

They asked questions concerning the
safety of marijuana smoking and the
right of police to search their cars for
“grass’” — teen jargon for marijuana.

“I thirk a large percentage of high
school kids smoke marijuana,” said one
attentive 12th grader who admitted
smoking grass herself. She said she at-
tended the seminar because “I think
(current laws) are unfair. I'm interest-
ed in anything they're trying to change
them.” /

Winthn/op told the students that no

one should smoke marijuana before

driving, operating machinery or as a
mix with other drugs.

throughout the week. Today, Law
Week closes with discussiops on the
law by local attorneys, a seminar on
the population explosion and the
screening two mouvies, “Inherit
the Wind"N and “Twelve Angry
Men.” Faculty members Audrey
Etienne, Denise Gimbel, and Mike
McCauly coordinated the week’s
activities.

laws for a long time in this state,” Win-

...as students confront marijuana, rape rea

By LYNN ORR

On the screen, a young woman hitchhiker is
picked up by a young, attractive man. They talk for
a few minutes, until he abruptly stops the car and
brutally assaults her.

The explicit language and horror for the victim
brought home “The Reality of Rape” to Plymouth
Canton High students Monday. ‘

The film may have shocked a few students, but it
also confronts and dissolves the myths associated
with rapé, maintains Barbara McKeand-Stevenson,
a representative of the Downriver Anti Rape Unit.

Group members counsel rape victims, as well as
attempt to educate the public about rape, its vic-
tims, its perpetrators, and its consequences.

“This 1s a pretty neavy penalty for hitchhiking,”
Ms. McKeand-Stevenson maintained, referring to
the 15-minute film screened for the students during
Law Week }

The average rape victim counseled at the Down-
river Center is under 18 years of age and hitchhik-
Ing 1s just one of the types of situations that cul-
tivates criminal assaults on women, she says.

Her job is to debunk the myths while giving rape
prevention tips, and encouraging victims to prose-
cute

“It takes a lot of guts to get up orrthe stand and
testify," she warns

But better understanding of Michigan's Criminal
Sexual Conduct Code by police and courts, as well
as the public, may alleviate prosecution and con-
viction hassles of the past, she explains.

UNDER THE recently enacted law, the burden
of proot of “nonconsent” is removed from the vic-
tim and the prosecution

“Resistanee to the utmost” is specifically no
longer required; in fact, no resistance is necessary
to prove that force was used.

There are four degrees of “criminal sexual
conduct,” graded by the type of act, the type of
force used (such as use of a weapon), and the inca-
pacitation, age, or injury tothe victii. ‘

Cross-examination of the victim about the
victim’s sextial reputation or actual sexual practic-
es is specifically banned with two exceptions: evi-
dence of prior sexual activity with the defendant,

- or evidence showing the origin of disease or preg-

nancy where prosecution asserts such injury.

That aspect of the law has undermined the tend-
ency to avoid prosecution for fear that the case
would fall apart in court.”

But the Downriver Anti Rape Unit still finds that
the courts fail to understand the law as well as it
should, Ms. McKeand-Stevenson maintains.

“Poor instructions to juries by judges who have
failed to study the new law have resulted in acquit-
tals. A confused jury is simply less likely to agree
on guilty,” concludes. the Michigan Women's Task
Force on Rape.

The Downriver Anti Rape Unit has a 99 percent

conviction rate, she assures the audience, and as '

more women come forward to prosecute, she hopes
conviction rates will increase in other areas.

DEBUNKING RAPE myths is an important ele-
ment of educating the public, she says.

“One of the myths is that nice girls don't get
raped,” she tells the high school audience. Unfor-
tunately, studies indicate that rapists seek out kind
and trusting persons who appear vulnerable and
non-aggressive.

The young woman in the movie typifies the

Prevention tips aim to cu

sexual assault statistics

Be aware of rape and take preventive measures.

That warning comes from Barbara McKeand-
Stevenson of the Downriver Anti Rape Unit.

And it's good advice around these parts.

Last year, three rapes or attempted rapes were
reported to Plymouth police, according to Chief
Tim Ford. Canton Township police recorded two
incidents, while 14 rapes or attempted rapes in
Plymouth Township and Canton Township, exclud-
ing Hines Park, were reported to Wayne County
Sheriff's Department.

In the park, including Westland and Dearborn
Heights, 18 rapes or attempted rapes were report-
ed.

The majority of those reported to the sheriff’'s
department comprised young victims, says Lt.
Warren Woods of the Youth Services division.

Those are frightening statistics — and they are.
meant to be. However, Ms. McKeand-Stevenson, at
Centennial Educational Park Monday, passed on
some rape prevention tactics which all young men
and women should know:

WHERE YOU LIVE: The highest percentage of
rapes happen in the victim's home.

« There should be lights at all entrances to your
home.

» All windows should be in place and have locks.
Curtains or blinds should be on every window.

« There should be strong locks on all doors.

« Be aware of places an attacker might hide (un-
der stairs, etc.)

« If you live by yourself or with other women,
don’t put your full name on the mailbox or in phone
books. Instead, use your first initial. .

« Know some of your neighbors, and which ones
you can trust in'an emergency.

» Always know who is at your door before an-
swering it. If it is a service person, ask for identifi-
cation. (If you're alone, one idea is to yell, “I'll get
it, Jack.”)

» When returning home at night, have your keys
ready before you reach the door. Also, if someone is
watching you, don’t show them where you live.

W . If there is a suspicious person on the same ele-
8 vator, push the emergency buttons and all floor

buttons. Get off on the first floor it stops at.

ON THE STREET: How you look is important.
An attacker expects a passive victim, so if you
walk slowly or in a daze, you will seem vulnerable,
Walking at a steady pace, looking confident and
knowing where you are going makes a difference.

« Don't overload yourself with packages, books,
ete.

* Dress for use. Many styles make fast moving
difficult. Capes, scarves, and long necklaces are
easy to grab.

* At night, don’t walk through dark parking lots
or parks. (Unlighted parking lots should be reported
to municipal governments.)

* Don’t walk through a group of men. Walk
around them, or, if possible, cross the street.

* Be aware of what's around you. Listen for
footsteps or voices nearby. Look around to see if
someone is following you. If you think so, change
your walk — either quicker or slower — to see
what happens. |

+ Stay near streetlights. If you fear danger,
scream loudly. (Some people think yelling “Fire”
gets help faster than yelling “Rape” or “Help.”). Go
to the nearest lighted place and get in quickly. If
you run, run fast and yell all the way.

» Keep a loud whistle handy and use it when you
think you are in danger. -

* Don’t walk alone if you're upset, drunk or high.
Ask a friend to go with you.

« Don’t walk too closely to the inside of the side-
walk, near alley entrances, driveways or entrances
to buildings.

« If you are standing (waiting for a bus, etc.) no-
tice how you stand. You should be balanced. Don’t
keep your feet close together or your hands in your
pockets. Don’t lean against streetlights, signs, etc.
Be aware of cars that pull up near you or keep
passing.

HITCHHIKING isn't a safe thing to do, but many
women find it a necessity. If there is another way

of getting around, use it. Don’t be afraid to ask

friends to give you a ride, they are interested in
your safety.
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young, trusting woman who finds herself vulnera-
ble to a rapist.

“Why didn’t she try to defend herself?” asks one
woman in the audience. ’

“I think she was probably too frightened to do
anything,” Ms. McKeand-Stevenson replies. In fact,
she "doesn’t encourage women to try to defend
themselves if the rapist has a weapon.

Try to isolate as many identifying features of the
rapist, including a license plate number, if you be-
come a rape victim, she advises.

“If you're raped, report it. It’s one of the most
under-reported crimes in the country.”

Avoid being in a home by yourself without some
access to at least a neighbor, she says. Studies show
that more than one-third of all reported rapes oc-
cur when a man forces his way into the victim’s

home. Over half of all rapes reported occur in a
residence.

She also explained “acquaintance rape” to stu-
dents. Forty-eight percent of the rapists in one
study were acquainted with their victims, either ca-
sual friends or relatives.

“Any time that you're forced or pressured into
sexual relations it becomes acquaintance rape.”

Particularly with young women, relatives or
family friends make sexual advances. In that case,
confide in someone about the problem, she advises

Young women and men who are skipping school
already are doing something wrong.

“But when you get into this kind of terrifying
situation, the bravado goes right out the wihdow "
she says. Don't be afraid to tell your parents or a
school counselor about a rape situation.
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I'm telling Mom she’s worth
a lof fo me with a 14kt. gold
pin. Save your plnimoney, the
entire collection is on sale now
through May 13. Rich, gleaming
gold, to pin here, there, every-

where. Bar pins. Stick pins. .
Lapel tacs. Many set with
precious or semi-precious
stones. Regularty $35 to §250,

 theyrenowsale $23to
$167. Selections will vary by
store. Fine Jewelry, all stores.
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tell mom she's special
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‘One of the
myths is that
nice girls don’t
get raped.’







