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Clean-up crew

Twenty-eight fourth and fifth graders in Elaine Aron’s class at Eriks-
son School collected 512 pounds of debris in less than one-half hour in
the woods behind the school. The students are involved in an ecology
project, with the woods clean-up as their number one priority. Wres-

tling with an old heater above are students (tfrom left) George Barsha,
Mike Kovie, John Storm, Jerry Ebel, Pat Henderson and Ron Piwko.

(Staft photo by Gary Caskeyv)
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Chief resigns
as he storms
from meeting

By DARLENE STINSON

Police Chief Walter MacGregor re
signed at Tuesday's Canton Township
board meeting in a visible state of
anger

The 58-year-old chief had asked the
board to authorize the creation of part-
time patrol office positions. Although
the board eventually approved the posi
tions by a 6-1 vote with Trustee Lynne
Goldsmith dissenting. MacGregor
walked out of the room before the vote
was taken

He was apparently upset over the
board’s debate on whether the positions
should be created According to Super
visor Noel Culbert, MacGregor 15 the
only department head in the township
who must seek board approval for the
hiring of part-timers

[ really believe I have to do this
sald MacGregor who usuallv maintains
acalm air of diplomacy with the hoard
Two weeks from today, I leave

'I have no animosities. But 1t doesn't
to matter what I trv to do to
make this a viable police department 1
just believe vou'd get

someone else
began 1o protest
{

SEern
)
along better with

Board members t
MacGregor's actions. but the hief lef
the room before anvone could make a
Statement

“I'm done
walked out the door
today. I'm gone

MacGregor said as he
Two weeks from

MacGREGOR HAS THREATENED

'

0 resign twice hefore during the ad

ministration ot

old Steln

i

lowed reported ar
But

morning that he will

threats this time

former Supervisor Har
Both resignation threats fol
guments with Steir

MacGregor said Wednesday

carryv. out

They better helieve me this time
because I mean 1t he said. 1 look at
as three strikes and v ou re
MacGregar

}

e gebate over the par!-line positior

would not sayv how mue!

plaved 1n hix decision 10 leave He

(Continued on page 34

Sludge demonstration tries to ease doubis

By CAROLINE PRICE

What exactly does Bi-Product Sys-
tems of Michigan intend to do with 600
tons of sludge per day at a proposed
Canton Township site”

You a small-scale demon-
stration of what 1s called sludge com-
posting beginning 10 a.m. Saturday in
the parking lot of Canton Township
Hall

The demonstration is an attempt by
Bi-Product Systems to soothe the con-
cerns of township residents

The company has begun the process
of seeking township approval for a plan
to dispose of partially-treated sludge
from the Detroit Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant by converting it into an
odorless soil additive

As outlined by the company, trucks
would haul tons of the “sludge cake"
out to a 140-acre site at Michigan Ave
and Morton Taylor, where it would be
mixed with wood chips. The mixture
would be piled up under another layer
of wood chips

Heat, created by both natural com-
posting and hot air blown through the
stacks. will convert the chip mixture

can see

Several

for Goo

Engineer Robert Wade can give no
definitive reason for the flooding that
filled the basements of 350 to 400
homes with up to two feet of sewer wa-
ter April 13

Instead. he is telling residents that a
number of conditions including ground
that was already saturated with water,
defective manholes and possible leaks
between the storm water and sanitary
sewer systems contributed to the flood-
ing problem

Wade, of Wade, Trim planning and
engineering consultants, spoke to ap-
proximately” 75 flood victims for al-
most three hours at Tuesday's township
board meeting

He answered questions, drew charts
of €anton's sanitary sewer system and
asked flood victims who have not al-
ready filed a report with the township
to call the supervisor's office at 397-
1000

Wade said the flooding reports will
enable his firm to compose a detailed
. map of where the flooding occurred
E}and investigate the sewer and drainage

\ ' '

into a material similar to Milorganite,

The Detroit Water and Sewer De-
partment was forced to seek other
methods of disposing of some of the
sludge it produces after the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA)
took 1t to court and won. The sludge
now flows into the Detroit River

Bi-Product Systems hopes to use the
site for the duration of its three-year
contract with Detroit

The property, as proposed. would
then be developed into an industrial
park. A portion of the property is
owned by Canton Township

The projected sludge site is estimat-
ed to bring local tax coffers some
$119.220 per year w'ile in operation,
with a larger tax base expected if an
industrial park is developed

But the plan is not without its prob-
lems

Resident opposition is already begin-
ning to form as the company begins the
process of gaining approval

An unusually large number of people
were at the April 23 night planning
commission meeting. At a previous
commission meeting. members ex-
pressed various concerns about the

sludge treatment proposal and asked
that the company address their ques-
tions

Bi-Product represeagatives and a
host of experts were on hand to at-
tempt to answer some of those ques-
tions at the most recent meeting

The two major concerns were possi-
ble odor created by the sludge and the
effect of chemical and organic subs
stances contained in the sludge

A group of Township officials and
media representatives were flown to

Beltsville. Maryland, last month,
where Bi-Products has a sludge com-
posting site already in operation

The trip was an effort to prove that
the created little odor Al
though Township officials may have
been convinced. Canton residents still
fear property values and quality of life
will slide in the area near the proposed
site

_Steve Larson, president of the Forest
Brook Homeowners Association, ques-
tioned Bi-Products representative Al

process

Suit says sign law illegal

Roberts challenges ord

By DARLENE STINSON

An attorney for a Canton business-
man who was ticketed for violating the
township’s sign ordinance has made a

causes listed

conditions in those areas

Homes scattered throughout the
eastern half of the township were hit by
the Good Friday flood. But according
to Supervisor Noel Culbert, reports of
floods have been mainly confined to
Windsor Park, Carriage Hills, Brook-
side Village, Mayfair, Sunflower Vil-
lage and Willow Creek subdivisions.

ACCORDING TO WADE, meters at
various points in the sanitary sewer
system recorded a flow of 50 cubic feet
per second on Good Friday — 10 times
the normal amount.

The engineer said storm water is not
supposed to enter the sanitary sewer
system. But because meters were in-
stalled in the system this spring as part
of a federally-funded study, engineers
know that it did

Wade said an investigation of the
flooding problem has revealed that the
casings of numerous sanitary system
manholes had separated from the
framework, possibly because of frost.

The engineer has theorized that wa-

d Friday flood

ter from the storm sewer system en-
tered the separate sanitary sewer sys-
tem through defective manholes in lo-
cations where manholes for both sys-
tems are situated in close proximity

But Wade added that other condi-
tiens probably caused or contributed to
the flood in some areas. Those condi-
tions include:

« Ground already saturated with wa-
ter from the spring thaw and previous
rainfall. Numerous streets in the east-
ern and western half of the township
where there are no sewer systems were
flooded after the Good Friday rain

» Possible obstructions in some sani-
tary sewer lines that may have caused
a backup in some areas.

» Man-made bridges and other struc-
tures that some residents have con-
structed in the drainage ditches that
run behind their homes.

s Silt that has accumulated in some
drainage ditches to decrease the capac-
ity of the drains.

¢ Possible obstructions in the sani-

(Continued on page 7A)

motion in 35th District Court to declare
the law invalid and unconstitutional
The motion, made by attorney Peter
Bundarin. is based on the allegation
that the township board failed to follow
procedures mandated by a state statute

Vandals

shatter
windows

The windows of a dozen automo-
biles were smashed with bricks last
weekend by a person or group of
persons still sought by police.

Sgt. Larry Stewart said the cars
were parked on residential streets
in northeastern Canton during the
evening of April 21 and April 22

According to Stewart, the inci-
dents occurred on Westminister
Way, Oakbrook, Gloucester, Bunker
Hill, Washington Way, Elmhurst,
Woonsocket and Mannington.

Stewart estimates damage to the
cars at $3,000. He said someone
threw bricks through the windows of
the cars and, in some cases, dented
hoods by walking on them.

Stewart said police are still inves-
tigating the cases. He added that
any suspect arrested for the inci-
dents would be charged with mali-
cious destruction of property — a
felony that carries a maximum
four-year jail sentence.

£

Hart about the chance of odor and t}
potential hazards of both the slud
and the final so1l additive product

i
ge

According to Hart. odor.will be prac
tically ml bevond the immediate area
of the site

Bi-Products representatives have al-
wavs emphasized that the soil additive
they want to create can only be used
for non-food producing purposes

The reason stems from the high lex

els of industrial chemicals remaiming

when it adopted on March 11, 1975 the
section of the zoning ordinance which
regulates signs

Bundarin is asking Judge
Garber to declare the law invalid be
cause of the alleged procedural errors
and to order a refund of all fines paid
by Canton business people for violating
the ordinance

Bundarin represents Gary and Lori
Roberts. who own Canton Vac & Sew
on Ford Road

The Roberts were ticketed on two oc
casions earlier this month for attaching
a cloth which advertised a vacuum
cleaner sale to their van and parking
the vehicle in front of their store

Canton ordinance officers who issued
the citations say the cloth i1s a banner
which violates the township’s sign law

inside

Amusements

James

Bologna Writes 11B
Brevities 5A
Canton Chatter 2B
Chureh 8-9B
Clubs in Action 4B, 10B
College News 10A. 12A
Daniels’ Den 14A
Obituaries 2A
Outdoors 12A
Opinion 18A
Readers Write 18A
Past & Present 12A
Suburban Life 1-4B,. 10B
Sports 1-5C
The View 1B
Tipping the Scales 13A
Witch Watch 12A
Classified Sec. C-D
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(Continued on page 1A
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BUNDARIN'S EFFORTS to declare

the SIEDN ordindance nvalid
April 4 threat of the Canton

of Commeree o file Litigation over the

The chamber's lawsult

\ 3 1 “ 1 {im 5 N
averturn a section of the vrdinance

prohibits  businesses from erecting

free-standing ground signs A proposed

ordinance that

would allow ground

}

SIgNs up 1o ot squdre feet In area has

been repeatedly tabled by the townshig
board

Roberts. who 1s running for a seat on
the Plymouth-Canton Board of Educa
tion following his unsucceessful bid for a
(anton trustee position last November
savs the legal steps he has taken are

(Continued on page 7A)
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ON SAVINGS!

Be sure to save the receipt your
carrier will give you this month
It's worth a discount on the next
classified ad you place in your
hometown newspaper
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Hymouth-Canton

OBITUARIES

RUBY RAPSON

Funeral services for Mrs. Rapson,
67, of Runnymeade Drive, Canton
Township, were held recently in
Schrader Funeral Home, Plymouth. Of
ficiating was the Rev. Darryl Bell.

Mrs Rapson, who died April 19 in
Providence Hospital, Southfield, was a
retired clerk in retail sales and had
moved to Canton two years ago from
Houghton Lake Survivors include her
husband, Howard, sons Marvin of Can-
ton and Richard of Detroit; daughters
Ruby Stern of Canton and Selma Evans
of Canton, a brother, Harry Pickles of
Belmont, Ont., sisters Margaret Pic-
kles of London, Ont., and Dorothy Nor-
man of London, Ont . 14 grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren,

CRYSTAL ANN FARMER

Funeral services for infant Crystal
were held recently in Schrader Funeral
Home with burial at Riverside Ceme-
tery. Officiating was the Rev. Fr. Rob-
ert Keller

Crystal. who died April 19 in St
Mary Hospital, Livonia, was the daugh-
ter of Ronnie and Ann Marie Farmer of
N Harvey, Plymouth. She also is sur-
vived by grandparents Francis and
Margaret Koenig of Periora Heights,
[11.. Ambrus and Woodsey Farmer of
Livonia

LESLIE ANNE HOOVER

Funeral services for infant Leslie
were held recently at the US. Naval
Academy Chapel in Annapolis, Md.,
with  burial at Hillcrest Memorial
P’ark. Annapolis Arrangements were
made by Schrader Funeral Home

Leslie, who died April 21 in Mott's
Children Hospital in Ann Arbor, was
the daughter of Willham and Janice
Hoover of Cavalier, Canton Township
survivors include her grandparents,
John and Geraldine Hoover of Cherry
Hill, N.J.. and William and Clemintine
Nassan, Pittsburgh: and a brother, Bri
in W at home

SOREN P. PEDERSEN

Funeral services for Mr. Pedersen,
91 of Karmada, Plymouth, were held
recently in Schrader Funeral Home
with burial at Glen Eden Cemetery,
Livonia. Officiating was the Rev. Ear-
ven Andersen

Mr. Pedersen, who died April 19 at
University Convalescent Center, Livo-
nia, was a retired repairman in forg-
ing, a member of the Danish Lutheran
Church, and was the oldest member of
the Danish Brotherhood in Detroit. Sur-
vivors include his wife, Katrine; sons
Niels of Plymouth and Jens of Silva,
N.C.; a daughter, Stella Stevens of Clin-
ton, Mich.; seven grandchildren and 14
great-grandchildren

WALTER G. JONES

Funeral services for Mr. Jones, 85 of
W. Warren, Canton Township, were
held recently in Fred Wood Funeral
Home with burial at Acacia Park Cem-
etery, Birmingham. Officiating was the
Rev. William A. Ritter of Newburgh
United Methodist Church.

Mr. Jones, who died April 3 in Gar-
den City Osteopathic Hospital, was a
retired supervisor of the meter reader
department for Detroit Edison Co. Sur-
vivors include: wife, Mildred; son, Wal-
ter GG. Jr.. daughters, Olive Krausman
and Eva Jones; sister, Hazel Dey; seven
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchil-
dren

OPAL 1. SIMON

Funeral services for Mrs. Simon, 69
of Canton Township, were held recently
in R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral Home
with burial at New Hope Cemetery,
Smithville, Ark. Officiating was the
Rev. Michael McMillan of Taylor Cen-
ter Baptist

Mrs. Simon, who died April 19 in
Oakwood Hospital, was a retired mail
clerk for Chrysler Corporation. Survi-
vors include: sons, .Jason, Larry and
Ernest  Cameron; daughter, Wilma
Kuhn, brothers, Kenneth and Guthrie
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LIVE ON STAGE

Neil Simon's

‘““Barefoot in the Park”

Lutz and South swap

Two elementary principals in Plymouth-Canton
Community Schools will trade places next year.

William Lutz, principal of Smith Elementary and
Ronald South, principal of Eriksson Elementary,
will exchange assignments as of July 1

Both principals requested the transfer

ALTHOUGH BOTH have been successful at their
present schools, according to Superintendent John
M. Hoben, they are lovking for new challenges.

The school board had established this kind of
transfer as one of the district's goals for 1978-79.

Smith Elementary, in the city of Plymouth, is 29
years old. The enrollment of 500 students attend
school on a regular nine-month calendar

Eriksson, in Canton Township, is among the new-
est schools in the district. Its enrollment of almost
925 students are on an Extended School Year calen-
dar.

South opened Eriksson as a new school three
years ago. Among his major accomplishments are
staff development, setting up programs for par-
ents, and implementing grade-level curriculum
goals. He also piloted a new report card form.

An elementary principal in Plymouth-Canton

H.T. Sisley, M.D. |

Medical Office for
Family Practice
and
Pediatrics

OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY
Plymouth Professional Park
223 N. Sheldon Road, Plymouth, MI 48170

Telephone 459-2640

Sy e

]- ° Annual

Spring 7
pSale g :
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-Discount Prices!- \

TRI-CITY Carpets
6250 Middlebelt (bet. Ford & Warren)
261-0332

Schools for 13 years, South served at both Fiegel
and Tanger elementaries. He was an administra-
tive intern at Farrand Elementary and taught there
as well as at West Middle School. South has a bach-
elor's degree from Eastern Michigan University
and a master's from the University of Michigan

SMITH SCHOOL parents can meet their new
principal from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 15, at
the PFO student art show and ice crearm social

Eriksson School parents will be able to meet Lutz
at a special open house at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
May 23

Lutz has been principal of Smith for eight years
Under his leadership, textbooks have been updated
and grade-level curriculum goals implemented

Improvements in the building include carpeting,
enlarging the media center, and developing a na-
ture study area. Parents have enjoyed the “Bring-
A-Parent-to-Lunch" plan, while students also had
weekly lunches with their principal.

Lutz has a bachelor’s and master's from Michi
gan State University. He has been a school adminis-
trator in Livonia and Coldwater, and has taught in
Grosse Pointe, Adrian and Hawaii

for learnin

* Reading Clinic - direct-
ed by Dr. Sanford Norman

* Tutoring by certified
teachers

* Stimulating toys, games,
hobbies for all ages

« Graded workbooks

West Bloomfield Northville
Orchard Mall Highland Lakes Mall
6337 Orchard Lake 43197 W. Seven Mile

851-6770 349-8560

Open Sundays 12-5
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OLD FASHION

SIDEWALK
SALE

Beginning May 3

FUN FOR AlLlL!

GUITARS

Amplifiers
Drems
Sheet Music
Music Accessories

Anderson Music

637 South Main Street
Plymouth
453-2900

With
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(" GetUpto $100 OFF )
With plrchase of central air-conditioning Systen
If yvou buy before May 315t

SAVE NOW with our Pre-Season Spectacula
SAVE with extra low pre-season prices
SAVE up to $100 and SAVE with the low

heating and co
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T ( u et with hig

efficiency carrier equipment!

e
Electror
1 ‘ J Air Cleaner
S C. $35

CALL US TODAY

FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

* With purchase of a central air conaitioning unit
REMEMEER THIS OFFER EXPIRES MAY 1% ! ELA

CALL TODAY, ASK FOR FREE HOME S1RYEY
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KOCH & WHITE
HEATING & COUG
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C63-0204

$40.00 CASH DISCOUNTS!
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FREE MOWERS!
Buy any new For We qive you a 340 00 cash
awn and garden tractor and we with your purchase ol any new Ford
give you a matzhing md-mounted  walk-befiind totary tiller

mower free

$40.00 CASH DISCOUNTS! FREE GRASS CATCHERSI
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CANTON TRACTOR SALES, INC.

42045 Michigan Ave.
Canton, Michigan 48188
397-1511

April 27, 28 & 29th at 8:00 p.m.
All Seats $4.00
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Senior Citizen Matinee
April 28 & 29th at 2:30 p.m.

$3.00

LIMITED TIME ONLY

Thickets on sale at The Marquis Shops

NOW IS THE IDEAL TIME
TO PLANT A TREE

SHADE AND ORNAMENTAL TREES

T
or the theatre box office WAL

Call 349-8110 for reservations

N

\
—
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] ME g@é\ Silver Maple, o 1 S19,25
o\ m B Mt. Ash, 6 1 $19.95
T 7 ' Washington Hawthorne, ¢ 7« Slgg:\i
...... - Sugar Maple, s 10 $25.60

B e e Flowering Crab, 1.1 ga $34 9%

e Teah otal Tt Purple Leai Flowering Plum, 1.1 s $29.95

oul the Hond Back coupon
you ge! when you buy the
set and send it 1o RCA along
with proal of purchase

ACA will send youa U S
Savings Bond for the
applicabie amount Allow

s1x weeks for processing

$29.95
$34.95

ofarting at 51200
FRUIT TREES

Kwanzan Flowering Cherry, o6«
Pink Flowering Dogwood, ¢ & «

RhOdOdCﬂdl’OﬂS = large selection. all colors

GLOBE ARBOSRV'TQAE_’E Apple, Peach, Pear, Cherry & Plum
12”-15" 8 5995 & Up

Do not be misled - there is no substitute
for Black Diamond bed dividers.

will not rot, rust or heave- easy to install
20 ft. Reg. 31495 SALE $1 295 (includes 3 stakes, 1 joiner)

New Mini Diamond Bed Divider

Are you considering a career in
real estate?

It takes a special person with
certain abilities and personality
traits to succeed | am extending
two opportunities to you. You
are invited to attend a CAREER
NIGHT at the Plymouth Gallery
of Homes where you will learn
about real estate as a career, MARY LOU GUILBAULT

how to get started, training opportunities, and the future of real estate in
your area

It you are still interested, | can help you determine how comfortable and
successful you would be. | use a professional 5 step confidential interview

Gftee good between March
15 and Apell 28 1979

Featuring
all-channel
Electronic
il Keyboard
i) Control -

RCA ColorTrak gets the 20 ft. lengths $995 3 stakes & 1 joiner included

s color right—automatically
and a proven interest Analysis to assess your potential. My evaluation is DE MULCH-PEBBLE BARK NUGGETS
guaranteed to be 80% accurate. | would not advise anyone to enter real SAVINGS ¥ At o i Hﬂgsfﬁcﬁ: GRA 4 Bags for 15°°
estate without a high success potential. ooy RCABOND ® i W 67 i, e veeess $2%5 ., Reg. ‘4" ea. 3 cu. ft. bags
It this sounds fair, call now. LET'S TALK! 453-2210 Cofocm""’(mModm"" o Cratne s guarte e Climbing improved Blaze MINI BARK CHIPS

s 00
GC702, 704, 705, 708 4 Bags for °11

$3so
26: Reg. '3 ea. 3 cu. ft. bags

CAREER NIGHT

NOW DELIVERING BY TRUCKLOAD

He Gullty

. WOOD CHIPS GRAVEL
7-9:00 PM ’2 5 . Aei&c;s SH¥52'DS%?LBARK LIMESTONE SAND
THURSDAY, MAY 3 BOND NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR HYDRO-SEEDING

Direct from RCA on
ColorTrak Model FC485

LANDSCAPING IS OUR BUSINESS

We specialize in retaining walls, patios and decks.

Call Now For An Appointment

MARGOLIS NURSERY, INC.

AND GARDEN SUPPLIES
OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE
We have served this community for 53 years

9600 Cherry Hill Road

4'2 Miles West of Canton Center Road
Ypsilanti  482-0771

Call your
reservation now.

453-2210
HITCHCOCK Gallery of Homes

11 offices in suburban Detroit
Part of a national real estate franchise with over
14,000 real estate professionals.

607 S. Main St.

Plymouth

909 WING STREET (AT FOREST) @ PLYMOUTH  PHONE 453-3377

HOURS: WEEKDAYS 10-5:30 & 7:30 -, 9:00 CLOSED WEDNESDAY
SATURDAY 10 - 6:00




Steamship lives in miniature

By W.W. EDGAR
As a young lad growing up in Marine City Charlie Langell, Can-
ton Township painter and wood carver, spent many an hour in
Tashmoo Park on Harsen's Island
There, on the summer afternoons, he never missed a chance to
watch the Steamship Tashmoo dock to deliver mail and passengers
to the one-time popular playground in the St. Clair River.

And each day, in his childish dreams, he envisioned the day when
he would own a boat like that. It didn’t help matters when, as he
grew older, he used to ride the boat as far as Port Huron for the
mail delivery.

Fate decreed that he never would own The Tashmoo, but Charlie
did the next best thing. He carved a replica of the boat that was his
childhood dream.

His latest handiwork is a boat two-feet long and five inches wide
and 1t is an exact replica of the original boat that was 306 feet long
and 58 feet wide.

SITTING IN THE workshop in his home at Canton Center and
Ford Road, Langell confided that he had built many models, the
most famous of which is the Mayflower that rests in the lobby of
the Mayflower Hotel, but the Tashmoo gave him his greatest chal-
lenege.

“There were no plans available, " he said. “The boat was built in
1909 and was a marvel until she burned at Amherstburg in 1936
and the plans were lost somewhere along the line.

“All I had to work with were picture post cards and one or two
side view pictures friends sent to me. I had to judge the rest and
after working on these collections and figuring for 10 years I was
able to get to work "

Langell claims he worked more than 1,400 hours on his pet
project . But it was a labor of love.

He'll tell you that few grown men have replicas of their boyhood
dreams. “But I have. I had to make it myself but it is the
flagship of all the replicas I have made in my time.”

AS THE CANTON hobbyist chatted, he allowed the years to roll
back to his boyhood when he accompanied his mother and some of
the neighbors to Tashmoc Park for a picnic

There were no restaurants or dance floors in those days. There
were about a half-dozen swings and a small baseball field. And, as
he recalls it, the island was filled with tepees brought over by the
Indians from Walpole Island. There they sold beads and other Indi-
an handicraft.

While he confided that he fell in love with the Tashmoo at first
sight, he really became attached to it when he was able to ride on
it as it delivered the mail to the ports at St. Clair, Marysville and
Port Huron.

“Gad, how I dreamed of the day when I ¢ould own a boat like
that. When I started to ride it the Tashmoo had no dining room or
ballroom

“There were just a lot of chairs around the deck, but I watched it
grow until it became the most popular of all touring steamers on
the Great Lakes.”

Langell shook his head and recalled the boat's last days. When
the inter-urban trolley line came up from Detroit and took over the
mail, the Tashmoo was doomed. It wasn't profitable with passen-
ger traffic alone. It had to have the mail contract. When that was
lost the boat finally docked at Amherstburg and there went to its

Charlie Langell works on
photo by Gary Caskey)

Schools want cut of investment profit

Plymouth-Canton school administrators are
unhappy that others are earning money on
school property-tax collections

Superintendent John M. Hoben has long sus:
pected that the city of Plymouth, Canton and
Plymouth townships were investing school prop-
erty taxes when coilected and earning interest
before turning the money over to the district.

That suspicion was recently partially con-
firmed when Hoben read a news story in the
Canton Observer which reported Canton Town
ship was investing school tax income and keep-
ing the interest earned

After reading the article, Hoben asked for an
attorney general's opinion on the legality of the
practice

Hoben also plans to ask the state Legislature
for remedial legislation

‘Canton 18 making money off taxes which be-
long to the school district. And it's not just us,
They are doing the same with the taxes collect
ed for the county and intermediate school dis-
trict It's just not right

one of his intricate ship models. (Staft

watery grave

the vietim of a fire
It will always be a fond memory to Langell, and now that he has
his own replica it will be a source of many dreams of his boyhood

up on the St. Clair River and his visits to Tashmoo Park

“Any interest income earned from our money
should be passed onto to us. When taxpayers
have to pay an interest penalty for late taxes,
that amount is passed onto to us by law. Interest
earned on our income also should be passed onto
us,” Hoben added

BY STATE LAW school districts cannot col-
lect their own taxes.

Instead school taxes are collected by munici-
palities tow nships and cities — and turned
over to school districts.

The law requires municipalities to turn over
school taxes after collecting the first 25 percent
and in 25 percent increments thereafter

Municipalities are free though, under current
law, to invest school tax funds and earn interest
until 25 percent is collected.

Hoben told the school board Monday night
that the attorney general claims the law is silent
on the right of municipalities to invest school
property tax funds

“I have been in touch with the Metropolitan

Canton Township high?

Denver may aid
farm proposal

Country music star John Denver has ap-
parently considered a public relations role to
promote Canton Township’s proposal to pre-
serve some 5,000 acres of agricultural land.

Trustee Robert Greenstein, who has been
appointed farmland preservation director,
revealed to the township board Tuesday night
that he has already discussed the proposal
with Denver

The singing star, who is a member of the
President’'s World Hunger Commission, has
considered the production of national televi-
sion commercials to promote the preserva-
tion of the country's dwindling agricultural
land, Greenstein said

Since Canton has already proposed a plan
for the public purchase of farmeérs’ develop-
ment rights, Greenstein said Denver has con
sidered using Canton to promote the agricul-
tural land drive

The commercials would push for the allo-
cation of federal funds to help local commun-
ities save their agricultural land, Greenstein
said

THE TRUSTEE said he was scheduled to
meet with one of Denver’s aides April 25 to
27 at Boyne Mountain to discuss final approv-
al of the proposal.

But Greenstein told township board mem-
bers Tuesday night that he would not attend
the meeting because Supervisor Noel Culbert
had scheduled a special township board meet-
ing on the proposed sign ordinance for
Wednesday, April 25.

Greenstein told the board that “the Denver
people probably won’t get involved in the
program now” since he will have to cancel
the appointment he has worked so hard to
schedule.

Greenstein said Culbert was the only board
member who was aware of his discussions
with Denver and the Boyne Mountain

appointment. He blasted Culbert for schedu-
ling the sign ordinance meeting for the same
day.

Culbert defendéd himself by saying he had
misunderstood Greenstein. He thought the
Boyne Mountain meeting was scheduled for
another day

“I feel the people elected me to sit on this
board, and that's what I'm going to do,”
Greenstein said of the Wednesday sign ordi-
nance meeting. “The sign ordinance is too im-
portant for a trustee to absent himself. My
duty as trustee is first. Farm preservation
director comes second.”

Greenstein said he kept the Denver propos-
al a secret at the request of the singing star
who asked for no publicity until a firm com-
mitment was made.

When board members were informed of
the Denver proposal, they urged Greenstein
to attend the Boyne Mountain appointment in
place of the sign ordinance meeting.

When Greenstein refused, Trustee Carol
Bodenmiller called her-fellow board member
“a bullhead.”

THE BOARD unanimously approved funds
for Greenstein to attend the scheduled three-
day meeting with Denver's aides over the
trustee’s objections.

They also approved hotel and transporta-
tion costs for Greenstein to attend two other
farmland-related appointments.

On May 17, the trustee is scheduled to testi-
fy before the U.S. Congress on a bill that
would allocate $16 million a year to com-
munities for the preservation of agricultural
land.

On May 7, Greenstein is scheduled to meet
with members of the Michigan Agricultural
Department to discuss Canten's farmland
preservation proposal.

Association for Improved School Legislation
(MAISL) and we are trying to get legislation
written to require that school tax monies be re-
leased on successive Mondays after collections

are received,” said Hoben.
The superintendent noted that Canton charges
(Continued on page 7A)
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Residents gripe

By ROBERT CAPUDEAN

A sharply worded opening statement
by Franklin Palmer Estates Homeown
ers Association President Tim Orbacki
set the mood for a meeting with the
Wayne County Road Commission Tues
day night

Orbacki called for action ‘like
yesterday” on a stretch of Sheldon
Road from the Franklin Palmer subdi

“vision to Cherry Hill Road, which 1s

part of the road labeled Canton’s worst
in a recent Observer poll

"It is unsafe, damaging cars, forcing
residents to use air conditioning be-
cause of dust, is missing guard rails
and may soon be the cause of tragedy
in this area,” Orbacki said. His state
ment drew applause from the standing-
room-only gathering of 125 people

But the meeting provided more ques-
tions than it did answers on how to
solve the paving problem

Bill Walker, supervisor of the street
assessment department of the road
commission, suggested two variations
of the special assessment process as
the only legal means for the financially
weak commission to pave the second-
ary road from Palmer to Cherry Hill

Both forms of the assessment pro
cess would require majority agreement
by the homeowners who have land
fronting on Sheldecn in the proposed
paving area.

“At an estimated cost of $600,000, 1t
would cost each resident on Sheldon ap-
proximately $9,000," said Canton
Township Supervisor Noel Culbert

Township Clerk John Flodin said
that, in telephone conversations with
residents on Sheldon, they had indicat
ed “an unwillingness to participate in
special assessment paving.”

A third type of special assessment
was suggested by the homeowners as-
soclation attorney, Peter Bundarin

According to Bundarin, the township,
if it agrees, could be assessed 25 per
cent of the paving cost; the road com
mission would be assessed a percent-
age of the cost; and a special assess-
ment district consisting of all who
would benefit from the paving would
be assessed the remaining costs

Culbert added that passage of a one
mill levy could cover the cost of paving
all of Canton Township within the next
10 years. The suggestion drew mixed
reaction from the crowd

Larry Schendel, attorney for the le-
gal division of the road commission,
said a partial solution will be had by
the end of the year because two subdi-
visions are slated for construction be-

"about bad roads

tween Franklin Palmer and Cherryvhill
Road

The road commission can require the
developers to pave a 25 and one-half
foot-wide stretch of Sheldon that bor
ders its developments

This would provide paving from
Franklin Palmer to Cherry Hill. except
for a 300-foot area in front of the Mich
1gan Bell facility

But the only way to force paving on
the Michigan Bell strip would be by
special assessment. Assessment paving
would be 37-feet-wide and run fron
Palmer to Cherryhill

Although the alternatives were
many, and at times confusing. concrete
steps were started to alleviate soms
problems

Culbert guaranteed 25 mile-per-hour
speed limit signs and radar enforce
ment by the end of this week to help
reduce the adverse effects of speeding
motorists

A meeting was also set for later ths
week between the road commission
maintenance  department  and  the
homeowner
directors

assocudtion’s  board  of

The purpose of the meeting 15 to set 4
full maintenance schedule for Sheldon
get satety hazards corrected and to dis
cuss installation ot 4 dramnage svstem
that would help retard deterioration of
the road

It was a start. but definately not a
solution, said Orbacki “I've been on
this thing a year and that's been long
enough It's time to get some actior

Chief quits

(Continued from page 1A)
this board that someone hasn 't tried |
cut his legs off,” Greenstein said of the
chief

“I think he came m here with some
thing he thought he was assured of

CULBERT SAID Wednesday that he
hope:: MacGregor reconsiders his deel
s10n Lo resign

I hope it was JUst 4 passing taney
the supervisor said 1 hate to lose him
[ think he's too good a chief

If MacGregor does leave the police
deparument on May 8. Culbert said he
will appoint a temporary replacement
until a permanent police chief can be
hired

MacGregor was hired as the police
department’s first full-time chief in
August, 1977, after retiring as police
chief in the City of Wayne

Oriental address organizers

Outside, exquisite, oriental-inspired designs.
Inside, space for 1000 entries for names,
addresses and telephone numbers. With single

tab indexing. rigid book cloth cover S& ar
S10 in Stationery, available at all Hudsor
stores except Grand Rapids and

hudsons
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