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Homeowners’ problems ease
with builders’ task force aid

The mood of homeowners is taking
an optimistic turn since Canton Town-
ship embarked on a campaign to clean
up complaints against house builders.

There were more compliments than
complaints issued from residents in the
audience recently at a special study
session of the Township Board of Trus-
tees for the first time since it tackled
the issue in February.

Homeowners who said their defec-
tive drywall and flooded basements fi-
nally appear to be on the road to repair
gave most of the credit for action to a
builders’ task force.

The task force, comprised of Irvin
Yackness, executive secretary of the

Builders’ Association; Dick Roser, a
builder; and township representative
Jerry Bodenmiller, was set up in Feb-
ruary after the Board heard dozens of
complaints from disgruntled homeown-
ers. It meets the last Wednesday of
every month.

At the initial hearing, the Board
compiled a list of homeowner’s com-
plaints and threatened area builders
with a stringent builders’ bond ordi-
nance if the problems weren’t cleared

up.
According to Roser, 70 out 83 initial

complaints have indeed been resolved.
That was before resident Gary Rob-

erts handed the Board a stack of 35
complaints about fogged windows from
residents in the Nottingham Forest
subdivision.

Roberts, an unsuccessful Board can-
didate in the last election, said he had
been contacted by the residents and
asked to do something about the win-
dows.

Roberts said he had contacted the
window manufacturer, Thermolite,
which sent a representative to look at
the windows. The representative said
the vacuum had broken on the win-
dows, which is why they fogged, but the
warranty on them had expired because
the builder bought the windows more

Police to get supplies
over trustees’ protest

A $22,000 expenditure for a long list
of police department equipment was
approved by the Canton board Tuesday
night despite strong opposition from
two trustees.

The expenditure was added to the
agenda of Tuesday’s meeting after Po-

lice Chief Walter MacGregor submit-
ted a list of odds and ends that he says
the police department needs to deal
with civil emergencies.

The list which includes guns, photo-
graphic darkroom equipment, gas
masks, helmets, night sticks and other

Clerical workers

OK AFSCME

Canton’s clerical workers chose rep-
resentation by the American Federa-
tion of State, County and .Municipal
Employees (AFSCME) over two other
unions in an election supervised by the
Michigan Employment Relations Com-
mission (MERC) on Monday.

The election results mean that all
employees of Canton Township except
management, part-time workers and
the supervisor's secretary are now
represented by unions.

In the balloting, 27 clerical employ-
ees were asked to select one of three
unions as their bargaining agent or
vote to maintain their non-union status.

AFSCME, the Police Officers Associ-
ation of Michigan (POAM) and the
Teamsters were vying for representa-

‘Damn Yankees’ opens

tion of the workers. One of the unions
had to receive a 51 percent majority
vote to establish a Canton clerical unit.

The 16 votes received by AFSCME
will establish that union as the work-
ers’ bargaining agent. Nine employees
voted to maintain their non-union sta-
tus, two voted to join the POAM, and
none opted for the Teamsters.

Ben DeHart, staff representative for
AFSCME, hopes contract negotiations
will begin next month. He said mem-
bers of the new clerical unit were
scheduled to meet Tuesday night to
elect unit officers.

The representation election was the
fourth held for the clerical workers in
four years. In the last three elections,
clerical narrowly defeated proposals to
make AFSCME their bargaining agent.

The all-school musical “Damn Yankees” opens tonight in the auditori-
um of Plymouth Salem High School, Joy Road west of Canton Center
Road. Drama and vocal music students from both high schools are in
the cast of the Adler and Reoss production. It tells the story of a
middle-aged baseball fan who sells his soul to the devil to become a
superstar to get the pennant away from the Yankees. Lili Leclair has
the role of Meg Boyd and Pat Collins is Joe Hardy, her rejuvenated
husband. Curtaintime is 8 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Tick-
ets are $3 at the door. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

assorted items was requested by Treas-
urer Jim Donahue.

“I believe all these things are urgent-
ly needed,” said Trustee Robert Green-

stein, who urged the board to approve
the purghas:

Greenstein said the police lack dark:-
room equipment for the processing of
film despite construction of a dark-
room in the new police station. He said
most of the equipment would be needed
if a civil disturbance ever broke out or
a mass evacuation was warranted.
But two trustees — Lynne Goldsmith
and Eugene Daley — did not buy
Greenstein’s argument. They said an
expenditure totalling $22,000 should
have been placed on the agenda in
advance.

Mrs. Goldsmith called the proposed
purchases a “wish list” and expressed
doubt that the police department need-
ed all the items.

“I think we're preparing for a riot,”
she said. “I can’t believe purchase of
all these items is an emergency.”

Daley, who recently retired as a lieu-
tenant in the Wayne County Sheriff’s
Department, said he often compiled
similar lists for his police force.

“But I never got it,” the trustee said.

But Greenstein insisted that all the
purchases were necessary.

“It's intolerable that we have a po-
lice department that isn’t equipped for
this type of situation. We'd be in terri-
ble trouble if we had to go to Redford
and ask them to protect our community
instead of theirs because our police de-
partment doesn’t have equipment,”
Greenstein said.

In the end, the board approved pur-
chase of the items by a 5-2 vote with
Mrs. Goldsmith and Daley dissenting.

than a year before they were actually
installed.

Supervisor Noel Culbert told Roberts
he “resented your sitting on those com-
plaints for two months.”

Culbert objected to Roberts acting as
a representative for the homeowners,
saying they should have brought their
complaints to the task force sooner.

Roberts said he had given a list of
“15 or 20 names” to Trustee Carol Bo-
denmiller at an earlier date, which she
comfirmed.

“I didn’t know you wanted a com-
plete follow-up. We have been working
on those complaints,” Mrs. Bodenmill-
er told Roberts.

Roser added that the task force
wanted the complaints dealt with on an
individual basis, rather than through
“ad hoc committees on ad hoc commit-
tees,”

The task force, which will continue
to meet at 9:30 a.m. the last Wednesday
of every month at Township Hall, will
also be working on new procedures and
policies for dealing with homeowner
complaints.

Among the new suggested proce-
dures instituted are: '

» A procedure form for the township
building department.

» A walk-through list for builders.

* A homeowner sign-off sheet provid-
ed by the builder to the township.

* An open file on complairits kept at
Township Hall.

* Regular task force meetings.

All but the suggested walk-through
form have been instituted. y

Not all the stories told by the audi-
ence were happy ones. One resident
said he had followed all the procedures
suggested by the Township and still had
unresolved problems with his home.

Another resident objected to the
length of time it took to get some of her
problems taken care of.

“T wish it had just been taken care of
when I called (the builder) rather than
having to go through all this,” she com-
mented.
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e bunny’s coming
These children are practicing up for the Easter Egg Hunt beginning
2 p.m. April 7 at Plymouth Centenial Education Park next to Plym-
outh Salem High School. The hunt is sponsored by the Canton Jaycee
Auxilary, which plans to have the Easter Bunny arrive by helicopter.
What no one seems to know is that the Easter Bunny is already in
Canton, watching the egg hunt preparations. The Easter Bunny cau-

tions that the hunt is limited to children 8 years of age or under, and
asks that hunters be dressed in playclothes.

¥

Goldsmith moving

Board to lose trustee

Trustee Lynne Goldsmith will leave
a vacancy on the Canton Township
board this spring when she and her hus-
band, who is pastor of Geneva United
Presbyterian Church, move to Califor-
nia.

The Rev. Jeffrey Goldsmith has ac-
cepted a job as pastor at St. Stephen
Presbyterian Church in the Chatsworth
section of Los Angeles. His new duties
are scheduled to begin May 16.

But Mrs. Goldsmith, who has served

Bid to change

library election

frowned

An effort to push back the date of
Canton’s May 9 library election in or-
der to place another issue on the ballot
was squashed by stiff opposition from
the township’s library committee Tues-
day night.

Trustee Robert Greenstein added the
proposal to the agenda of Tuesday’s
township board meeting in hopes that a
proposition to eliminate Canton’s merit
commission could be added to thé spe-
cial election ballot.

The May 9 ballot will ask voters to
approve one mill (§1 per $1,000 as-
sessed property valuation) for the es-
tablishment of a library on the third
floor of the township’s administration
building.

The special election is expected to
cost $7,000 to $10,000. Greenstein had
hoped to put more than one proposal on
the ballot. The election date would
have to be postponed in order to meet
the 45-day legal requirement for add-
ing proposals to a ballot.

Greenstein maintains that the merit
commission which formulates proce-
dures for the hiring, firing, discipline
and promotion of township employees
is no longer necessary in the wake of
two elections in which police depart-
ment and clerical employees voted to
unionize.

upon

All township employees except de-
partment heads are now represented
by unions, Greenstein said. Since the
township board recently authorized the
hiring of a full-time personnel director,
Greenstein maintains that the merit
commission is no longer necessary.

But the trustee voluntarily dropped
his proposal Tuesday night in the wake
of stiff opposition from the library
committee,

Stan Bucher told the township board
that the library committee has already
printed thousands of flyers that ad-
vertise the election date as May 9.

“This would all be for nil if the elec-
tion date was changed,” Bucher said.

Greenstein’s proposal was dropped
before township board members had a
chance to discuss the matter.

After the meeting, Trustee Lynne
Goldsmith indicated that she would
have voted against a ballot proposition
for the abolition of the merit commis-
sion if Greenstein had pursued the
issue.

“We absolutely need a merit com-
mission to keep politics out of hiring
and firing,” she said.

The merit commission was establish-
ed by voters last year before police de-
partment and clerical employees opted
for union representation.

as a Canton trustee since November
1976, will stay here until June or
July while arrangements are made to
sell their house and buy another in the
Los Angeles area.

Mrs. Goldsmith said she will contin-
ue to serve as trustee until she moves.

Her term on the township board does
not expire until November 1980. Under
the township charter, Canton board
members must appoint a replacement
to fill the remainder of Mrs.
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Goldsmith’s term within 45 days of her
resignation.

THE GOLDSMITHS, who are natives
of California, said they had hoped to re-
turn there someday to be near rela-
tives.

But Mrs. Goldsmith said she is sorry
that she must leave before her four-
year term on the township board
expires.

“I'm excited about the move, and I
think it's a superb opportunity for
Jeff,” she said, “but my big regret is
that I couldn’t finish my term.

“It takes two years to get a feeling
for the (trustee) job, and I'm sorry I
couldn’t see some things finished,” said
Mrs. Goldsmith, referring to a proposal
to preserve Canton’s agricultural land
and to a proposed zoning ordinance.

Many political observers have
viewed Mrs. Goldsmith as the “inde-
pendent” member of the township
board. She hopes a person who is not
affiliated with any political group will
be appointed as her replacement.

“I have nothing to say about it,”” Mrs.
Goldsmith said. “But I would hope very
much that the township board request
resumes. There’s got to be a lot of peo-
ple out there who we've never heard of

(Continued on page 2A)

IT'S NOT
TOO SOON

Spring's warm breezes are already
about and you know it won't be long
before summer is here. And, as
you're making plans for the
upcoming season, be sure to
include us. Sell your used house-

and you'll earn the extra vacation
money you'll need in no time

CALL TODAY
591-0800,,
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va United Presbyterian Church, and the pastor, the Rev. Jeffrey

Church

Goldsmith, are getting ready for a 10th anniversary celebration. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

Geneva’s Sth birthday

Founding celebrated

Geneva United Presbyterian Church
will celebrate its fifth anniversary Sun-
day, April 8, with special commemora-
tive services at 9:30 and 11 a.m.

The Rev. Harry Maghakian, an exec-
utive of the Presbytery of Detroit, will
deliver the sermon.

Although the Canton Township
church held its first worship service in
December, 1972, Geneva was not orga-
nized formally until April 7, 1974.

During services, Geneva will wel-
come some 40 adults and confirmation
class members into the congregation.
The new enrollment brings the total
adult church membership to 400. Few-
er than 25 persons attended the
church's first worship service at Pio-
neer Middle School in Plymouth.

“We at Geneva are extremely
pleased that our congregation contin-
ues to grow and we look forward to an-
other five years of strong growth and
added service to the Plymouth-Canton
community,” said the Rev. Jeffrey S.
Goldsmith.

“Since our present church building
was opened in May, 1976, community
service groups from the area have used
the facility for meetings and other ac-
tivities for a greater number of hours
than even our own membership has
used it,” he said.

Special Geveva programs include a
food pantry and toy and clothing col-

lection for needy families, a joint mis-
sion project with the West Tokyo Union
Church of Japan, special projects for
local and national charities and the
promotion of recycling of cans and
newspapers.

Geneva is the only church in western
Wayne County using a contemporary
worship service with both the minister
and choir sitting with the congregation
and neither wearing robes regularly.

The church, which is at 5835 Sheldon,

Trustee

(Continued from page 1A)

who’d be very good for the job.”

The Canton trustee position was the
first public office that Mrs. Goldsmith
has ever held. She plans to continue her
involvement in politics after her move
to California, but doubts that she will
ever run for elective office again.

THE REV. GOLDSMITH, who has
served as pastor of Geneva United
Presbyterian Church since it was es-
tablished in 1972, expects the church,
which numbers about 200 families, will
hire an interim pastor until a perma-

st Around

The Corne:...
Our Suit Sale Is Now:

between Warren and Ford roads, is
part of the Presbytery of Detroit, Sy-
nod of the Covenant. It mainly serves
families in Canton Township with
members also coming from Plymouth,
Plymouth Township, Northville and
Livonia.

Goldsmith, who has been Geneva's
only minister, assumed his duties in
Septmember, 1972. He previously
served five years as associate pastor
for Northbrook Presbyterian Church in
Birmingham.

leaving

nent replacement can be hired.

Before organizing the Canton church,
Goldsmith served as associate pastor
for Northbrook Presbyterian Church in
Birmingham for five years.

The Goldsmiths have two children,
Scott, 7, and Jennifer, 10.
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o ‘*"A; We are a unique clothing store.

?t\ As part of Pontiac Business

P i F\)'\\ Insitute-Farmington, our
27\ \\\ . store provides our students
A\

(

\ ~ Xin Fashion Merchandis-

i ﬁ\ﬁ >ing, an opportunity to re-
gl ceive on-the-job experi-
&/ ence before they gradu-

yo ate! In the weeks 1o come,
we'll be telling you more
about ourselves. In the me-

antime, please come in &
let’s get acquainted.

N

HOURS: Daily 10-5 Fri. 10-9

Noble’s Suburban
Shops

Affihated with Pontiac Business Institute Farmington

VISA

34801 Grand River OXFORD
Worldwide Center 5 South Washington
1-628-1557

476-2340

) |33% OFF ALL

MOUNTINGS

REMOUNT YOUR
GEMS

Choose from several hundred mountings Protect
those memories from loose or wom mountings. Your
diamonds will take on a new look. Take your dia-/
mond add some colored stones and make a beautiful
cocktall diamond ring. Mountings in 14K Yellow or
White Gold. Men's & Ladies' Soiitaires, Wedding
Bands, Dinner & Engagement Rings plus Custom
Design Service available. Also see our large selec- |
tion of earnng and pendants mountings ‘
SAVE 30-60% ON LOOSE DIAMONDS

HMamond lowelers

16338 MIDDLEBFLT BETWEEN 5 & 6 MILE
IN TERENCE CORNERS e 525-4165

VISA/MASTER CHARGE AND LAYAWAYS WELCOME
OPEN MON. THRU SAT 10-6 PM. THURS 10-830
REPAIRS & APPRAISALS

Admission
$20.00 first visit
$14.00 return visits

performance by appointment

oue!

it only takes one good
haircut to clean up your act

tuesday, thursday -
wednesday, friday -
saturday -

10am.-to9 pm
10am.to5pm
10am. tod4 pm

the basic concept of hair-care today—is simplicity. Let us
design your hair to fit you by working with you, not on you,
to help you create your own individual look

33487 W. Seven Mile
Livonia, M|

478-2424

Reg. $109.95 each

SPECIALLY PRICED

REPEAT OF A SELLOUT!

" VERSATILE BENCHES
IN YOUR CHOICE OF FINE QUALITY VELVETS

2for $149

You'll enjoy the quality tailoring and craftsmanship. These great benches have many decorative uses. Perfect
for your hallway, living room, den, bath or bedroom. The button-tufted, cushioned seat is extremely
comfortable and is expertly upholstered in beautiful velvets in your choice of colors from our stock. Quantities
are limited, so please hurry in for yours. We have 84 benches in stock that you may select from and take

It's the time of year for warm winds, delicate flowers and exquis-
ite fashion. During our sale of designer name suitings, you'll

discover the finest wool and

polyester blends you've ever set

eyes on. Tasteful patterns and solids to delight the onlookers and
yourself. We've reduced the price on this finery so as you can get
to know us--men’s fashion is our business and we care about
how you look when you leave our store. Our sale is for a limited

time, so don't let the parade p
>ee Stephen-Bruce today.

ass you by...be good to yourself.

13990 ORIGINALLY PRICED
® AT $195.00

b

Moah ot § '7‘1'""3'.?.‘;

I

LIVONIA « (313) 464-0766
&_m.—w a.m.-9 p.m.

/
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with you immediately.

MEMBER

Where beautiful interiors
happen every day.
Remember, there's never a
charge for our professional
Interior Design Service.

We guarantee and service every item we sell
for a period of 3 years ... of course we can't
replace fabrics, they do wear out over a
period of years.

Use our convenient charge plan, Visa or Master Charge.

Towne & Country huis

Open daily 10-9—Wed. & Sat. 10-6

Dearborn— 23600 Michigan Ave.— East of Telegraph— 565-3400
Bloomfield— 4107 Telegraph Rd.—At Long Lake Rd.—642-8822
Rochester—1110 S. Rochester Rd.— In Winchester Mall—652-3500
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Fundraiser draws Democrats to hear First Lady

Those close to the operation recall
Rosalynn Carter’s first visit to the De-
troit Plaza Hotel in the Ren Cen as “the
night they lost the salads.”

That was a couple of years ago when
the mammoth structure was still under
construction. And somewhere in its
awesome towers, a downed elevator
kept hundreds waiting for those appet-
izers.

Mrs. Carter’s most recent visit to the
Detroit area went more smoothly. She
was in town last weekend as the guest
speaker before the state’s Democrats’
biggest fundraiser of the year — the
39th annual Jefferson-Jackson Day
Dinner.

More than 2,000 Democrats from the
Detroit area as well as the state were
on hand to toast Mrs. Carter, only the
third woman to be so honored before
the gathering. She follows Patricia
Harris, secretary of Housing and Ur-
ban Development, and Eleanor Roose-
velt. In addition to Mrs. Carter, former
12-year governor of Michigan and pres-
ent Michigan Supreme Court Justice G.

Mennen Williams was also honored by

the group.

The sell-out occasion collected more
than $110,000 for the party. Per head,
donations sold for $50. While most ob-
servers described the event as “social
— a time to see old friends,” a few can-
didly replied that there was more going
on than what met the eyes.

“GENERALLY SPEAKING, it’s
more of a back slapping kind of thing,”
said Maxine Berman of Southfield.
“Future candidates are walking around
talking to the right people.”

Ms. Berman was one of the co-ordi-
nators of the dinner. It was her job to
arrange seating for the crowd.

“People come here, some by obliga-
tion, and some because they want to
give to the party,” she said.

Robert Ficano, a Livonia attorney
and active member in the Wayne Coun-
ty Democratic Club, mostly viewed the
event as “a good time.” However, he
added that such a festive occasion is
considered a reward for active cam-

paigners.

And for those who couldn’t afford the
ticket price of $50, some large organ-
izations (the United Auto Workers, for
one) would buy blocks of tickets and
distribute them to members.

Kathy Brown, the party’s Oakland
County chairperson from Troy, gave
some insight into the conversations
originating from close knit encounters.

“They’re talking about the state of
the party,™ describing it as a time to
compare notes with other local party

groups.
“I think the party, statewide and in

Oakland County, is moving to new di-
rections — like getting more involved
in state issues and becoming an effec-
tive lobbying force. We want to deal
with human issues continualy year-
round, not just at election time when
we have a candidate we want to sell to
the voters.”

ANOTHER PARTY MEMBER, who
recently workeéd on the unsuccessful
campaign of a state candidate, de-
scribed the evening as “almost like a
blind date.”

“There’s a lot of shucking and jiving
going on,” she said. She explained
that’s because political watchers are
just beginning to get a feel for where
other’s ambitions lie in facing an ap-
proaching election year. However, she
added, the atmosphere was more re-
laxed than one in an election year.

Overall, she said, the evening is a
coming together for those.
“‘grassrooters” who are not from De-
troit or Lansing.

State Sen. William Faust, (D-West-
land) estimated about 100 Democrats
from his district, covering Westland,
Garden City and Canton Township, at-
tended last Saturday night. “(The Jef-
ferson-Jackson dinner) pays about half
the bills for the state organization.”

US. Rep. William Brodhead, D-
Detroit, described those “grassrooters”

in attendance as situated between “de--
spair and elation” in describing Preis-
dent Jimmy Carter’s chances in the
1980 election.

He explained many house mixed
feelings in his attempts to solve such
major domestic problems as energy
and inflation concerns.

Overall, however, many interviewed
pointed to Carter’s successes in dealing
with the Mideast crisis. One suburban
Detroit Democrat described his efforts
as gaining a “Noble Peace Prize for
sure.”

MOST PEOPLE enthusiastically
agreed it was a bonus to the party to
snare Mrs. Carter as the guest speaker.
Statuesque and dressed in a soft white
dress with a gardenia corsage, she
reminised over her previous visits to
the state. Additionally, she threw in a
few plugs for her husband’s successes,
plans and ambitions, breifly pointing to
his new energy plan to be broadcast
this week.

But before the evening was through,
Detroit’s Mayor Coleman Young gave
her a message to take back to the
White House — that Detroit is just the
right place for the next national Demo-
cratic convention. \

“And what better place to be re-
elected,” he added.

\

Canton library committee chairman
Stan Bucher (right) and vice chairman Lar-
ry McEwen look over some of the books
that were contributed at last Sunday’s open

S ———— - - §

Bountiful open house

house. The committee is sponsoring a num-
ber of events during the next month to pro-
mote the passage of a one mill tax proposal
that would fund a Canton library. The spe-

Tree planting approved

Trustee Lynne Goldsmith thinks some town-
ship roads fall somewhat short on beauty.

Her suggestion to spruce up Canton thorough-
fares by forming a committee that will develop
a tree-planting program was unanimously ap-
proved by the township board Tuesday night.

The committee composed of Mrs. Goldsmith,
Clerk John Flodin and two planning commission
members will use a portion of the $40,000 in
township coffers that are earmarked for trees.

The money comes from subdivision develop-

ers who are obligated under a Canton ordinance
to post bond money for trees whenever trees are
destroyed in the course of development.

The bond money is used to plant trees in front
of hom s in new subdivisions. Finance director
Mike Gorman says an excess $40,000 in the tree
account is currently uncommitted.

Mrs. Goldsmith hopes to use a portion of that
money to beautify roads in the township. She has
suggested a two-mile stretch of Sheldon from
Joy to Ford for a pilot tree-planting program.

W-W teachers pink-slipped

Nearly 20 percent of the teachers in the
Wayne-Westland school district will receive
layoff notices at the end of the week. The “pink
slips” will go to 213 of the district’s 1,130 teach-
ers.

.An additional 76 employees in supportive ser-
vices will be laid off as well.

Teachers, administrators and a few residents
again packed the school board meeting Monday
night as the board voted to approve the cuts in
payroll.

School administrators said the staff reduc-
tions were required because district voters re-
jected a proposed tax increase of three mills for
two years. The millage would have brought the
district an additional $1.5 million in revenue.

Another millage election will be held May 9.
The proposal is again for three mills.

“This (teaching) is literally our life,” said
board member Thomas Barrett. “Some teachers
may say, ‘To heck with it. It's not worth it to live
this way.’

“I hope they’ll be re-employed on May 10, but
I fear we'll be losing some,” he continued.

Board President Fred Warmbier said, “In my
16 yyears on the board, this is the most regretta-
ble action I've ever had to take.

“I remember some of these people when they
were in kindergarten. Now they’re teaching in
our school system,” he added.

Teacher reductions reflect cuts in programs.
There will be 22 fewer elementary classrooms
next fall, according to the district’s present
plans. Of the 213 to be laid off, 84 teachers will
receive pink slips because the high school day
will be shortened from six to five hours.

Students who will have trouble meeting grad-
uation requirements because of that reduction
will be allowed to make up missing credits
through the district’s continuing education pro-
gram,

Teachers must be notified about lay offs by
April 13, according to state law. Administrators
in schools and the district’s central offices were
notified of layoffs last week, to comply with con-
tract stipulations.

The notices are going to teachers employed
with the district since 1972 and to several nurses
employed in the school system since 1969.

Even if voters approve the millage increase
on May 9, declining enrollments will require
that 70 employees be dropped from this year’s
payroll. About 45 to 50 of them will be teachers.

Procedural guidelines worked out with the
Wayne-Westland Education Association have
left staffs at elementary schools virtually un-
changed except for those teachers who are being
dropped. At the secondary level, however, near-
ly 20 percent of the staffs are expected to
change by next fall because of bumping those
with the leas! seniority.

While the board ponders staff changes, resi-
dents and school staff members have been col-
lecting money to pay for the special May 9 elec-
tion, which will cost about $7,000. So far more
than $2,000 has been collected. Monday night the
seven board members added to that collection
with a check for $120 from themselves.

Other contributions may be sent to the board
office, which will forward them to the citizens
committee working to get the millage passed.
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cial election will be May 9. Prior to the
election, the committee will be speaking to
various civic groups,
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While most interviewed agreed
Carter’s next election chances would
not directly be influenced by Mrs.
Carter’s strong campaigning, they said
she was an assest.

Faust, who said that Carter is “in
trouble” with labor unions in Michigan,
said Mrs. Carter’s appearance at this
season’s Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner
was a chance to bolster his ratings with
those groups.

“I think this lady complements her
husband and works hard to do it,” he
said.

Overall, he said, Carter’s chances in
Michigan were better today than two
months ago (once again pointing to his
foreign efforts).

And about Justice Williams, also
honored before the state Democratic
Party that night, there was abundant
praise for his career and work with
others.

“One thing that makes it especially
special tonight is that we're honoring
“Soapy” tonight,” said Tom Pozzi of
West Bloomfield. “Everybody loves the
guy — he’s been a mentor to so many.”

Rowe house future
may be an art site

By ARLENE VANDERLEUN

Picture a 19th Century house set in a
tree-filled area of Westland, where you
could take arts and crafts classes and
view paintings by local artists.

The Wayne-Westland Arts Associa-
tion has just that plan in mind for a
149-year-old house from Canton Town-
ship.

Formerly owned by the Milton Rowe
family, the arts association last sum-
mer had the house moved to a tempo-
rary site on Marquette east of New-
burgh in Westland. The land parcel is
owned by the city.

The house, which was scheduled to
be demolished to make room for the
Center Stage entertainment complex in
Canton Township, was damaged by a
wrecking crew.

The association, a non-profit corpo-
ration, is working out several details
right now. Those details include negoti-
ating a long-term lease with the city
and obtaining site plan approval from
city council.

The association hopes to place the
house, which currently is on skids, on a
permanent site owned by the city just
east of the present location.

“It’s very lovely,” said Diana Brooks,
chairwoman of the Rowe house project.
“I can’'t imagine anything nicer. It’s
heavily wooded, and accessible to
many people.”

Mrs. Brooks also hopes to see the site
plan approved hy city council in May,
following review by the planning com-
mission.

“If things happen the way we want,
we should have some excitement by
summer — with a lot of help and care,”
said Mrs. Brooks.

The site plan calls for about six
rooms downstairs to be used as small
meeting rooms. The upstairs would be
set aside as office and storage space
for the arts association.

Working with the association has
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been Livonia architect Robert Sey-
mour, who also is a consultant to his-
torical preservation groups in Livonia.

“We have attempted to make it (the
site plan) as flexible and adaptable as
possible, so we can make needed
changes without too much difficulty,”
Mrs. Brooks said.

“We see the house as a place with
meeting rooms, art appreciation lec-
tures and arts-crafts workshops,” she
added.

Mrs. Brooks envisions classes in folk-
ethnic art, stained glass, painting and
picture framing at the Rowe house arts
center.

There also may be art fairs and a
gallery where members of the Wayne-
Westland Arts Association can display
their art work.

Association members also have met
with coordinators from the Wayne-
Westland School District to exchange
ideas.

Still to be worked out is how restora-
tion work will be financed by the arts
association, which currently relies on
donations.

The association is working with the
Internal Revenue Service to obtain tax-
exempt status, so they can hold fund-
raising events. )

It also may request community de-
velopment funds to pay for repairs to
exterior walls and windows which were
damaged by a wrecking crew

Council last Monday waived site plan
review fees of $267.

However, the arts association will
have to pay for inspections « “ wiring,
heating and cooling systems, according
to David Rockelman, director of build-
ings.

State law prohibits waiving of those
fees, added Rockelman, who was un-
able to estimate the cost

“We don’t have any personal gain,”
said Mrs. Brooks. “We hope to be able
to offer what people want.”
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How
you
can

Information for the Suburban Life
section of The Observer should be
submitted in writing to Margaret
Miller, Suburban Life editor, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, 48150,

Notices hould be received Mon-
day for publication Thursday and
by Thursday for publication Mon-

include a telephone number for
checking during business hours.
Pictures to accompany news items
may be submitted for
consideration.

Requests sfor pictures to be taken
by Observer staff photographers or
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