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Mobile home park owner must repay fees

The owner of the Royal Holiday and
Holiday Estates mobile home parks in
Canton has been ordered to pay back
thousands of dollars to individuals who
had been charged resale fees at those
parks.

Sheldon Futernick, who has control-
ling interest in other parks in the area
as well as Nationwide Mobile Home
Parks Inc,, has also been charged with
illegally requiring tenants to pay a
$525 sewer hook-up fee at the Holiday
Estates park.

In both cases, Futernick was charged

Schools

in consumer class action lawsuits initi-
ated by the Michigan Mobile Home-
owners Association.

The first lawsuit charged that Royal
Holiday Estate’s practice of charging a
$1,000 fee when persons sold homes re-
maining on the lot violated the Michi-
gan anti-trust act.

The lawsuit was filed in 1974 at
Wayne County Circuit Court. According
to information admitted in court, Na-
tionwide Mobile Home Parks took $200
of the fee and returned the remainder
to Royal Holiday.

pass

budget in hope
of county aid

By EMORY DANIELS

Plymouth-Canton school trustees
kept their fingers crossed when ap-
proving a $33 million allocation budget
Monday night.

Fingers were crossed because the
school district badly needs the 8.9 mills
it hopes will be allocated to Plymouth-
Canton Community Schools by the
Wayne County Tax Allocation Board.

Fingers also were crossed because
the administration and trustees are
very uncertain about the income and
expense figures included in the “first
draft” county allocation budget.

BY STATE LAW local school dis-
tricts must submit to the county an al-
location budget to financially justify its
share of the 15 mills collected by the
county and distributed to local dis-
tricts.

The county has allocated 8.9 mills
for the past nine years, an amount
which this coming year would generate
about $5.7 million or 26 percent of the
total operating levy for '79-80.

Richard Arlen, board vice!president,
stressed that “this is not our final budg-
et by any means — it is subject to
change. By law it must be submitted
now, but the allocation budget is based
on several large ‘ifs.’ ”

Steve Harper, board treasurer, also
commented that the allocation budget
has “‘some very severe risks in it now.”

“The costs in our final budget are
likely to be $500,000 to $2 million high-
er, depending upon negotiation settle-
ments and increased vendor prices in a
number of areas.

“There also are some real risks in
revenues. We still don't know our final
SEV (state equalized valuation) figure,
don’t know what the state aid formula
will be when finally adopted, and we
don’'t know what will be the payback
onsp on special education.”

BUT THE ALLOCATION document
had to be approved, which the board
did Monday night by a 5-0 vote. Absent
were Tom Yack and Joe Gray.

Superintendent John M. Hoben cau-
tioned trustees that the district will be
negotiating with seven employee
unions this year. “Even if we are able
to follow federal wage guidelines we
still will be in a tight spot.

“But the operation still goes on and
we must provide services to present
and incoming students.”

Ray Hoedel, assistant superintendent
for business, reported to the board that
the following assumptions were made
in the allocation budget:

 Student enrollment increasing by
up to 700 students for the '79-80 school
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* A hoped-for increase in local tax-
base (SEV) of 9.6 percent, from $579.45
million to $600 million. (The final local
taxbase figures won’'t be known until
mid-April). _

* An expected loss in special educa-
tion funds from the county and state of
more than $300,000.

* The hiring of 40 added personnel
made necessary by rising enrollment.

* A continuation of existing pro-
grams and services.

Hoedel explained that the allocation
budget alone indicates a need for addi-
tional millage of between one-half and
two mills, depending on the outcome of
the state aid formula, negotiations, the
official taxbase figures, and the official
student enrollment count.

The current budget contains a pro-
jected operating deficit of about $1
million, Hoedel added, which will re-
quire about 1.5 mills if this loss is to be
made up. If the ’79-80 taxbase is $635
million, some 1.5 mills levied would
generate $952,500 in local income.

The instructional portion of the pro-
posed '79-80 budget shows an increase
of almost $2 million. Most of this in-
crease is the added cost of buying sup-
plies and texts for up to 700 new stu-
dents and the cost of $320,000 to hire 20
additional teachers.

Business services is expected to in-
crease by about $1.3 million, or 19 per-
cent. Major increases include hiring 10
additional bus drivers, increased costs
for expanding and improving the Ex-
tended School Year (ESY) program,
rising utility costs, repairs, barrier-
free renovation projects, and increased
interest expenses for loans to cover ex-
penses until property taxes are collect-
ed.

Andy Muth, attorney for the mobile
home association, said the fee was
abandoned in 1974 after the lawsuit
disputing the practice was filed and the
state Legislature enacted the Michigan
Mobile Home Act, which prohibited
entrance-exit fees. The case was heard
before visiting Judge Audrey Stroia,
whose recent judgment upheld the con-
tention that the fee was illegal.

In her decision, Judge Stroia ordered
Futernick to pay $2,000 (double dam-
ages) plus interest and costs to any in-
dividual who had paid the $1,000 fee.

Muth says ‘interest will add another
$600 to an individual’s award.

Futernick was also ordered to pay a
$10,000 fine to the state of Michigan.

The second lawsuit, which was filed
this month, charges that the Holiday
Estates park was requiring tenants to
pay a $525 sewer and water hook-up
fee that Canton Township charged the
park for each new hook-up.

The mobile homeowners association
is once again asking double damages.
The suit is based on the antitrust act,
the Michigan Consumer Protection Act

and the “Blue Sky” Act — which regu-
lates investments.

Futernick could not be reached for
comment on either lawsuit, but Muth
said he believed an appeal will be filed
on the resale fee lawsuit.

Muth is asking that anyone who paid
the $1,000 to Royal Holiday prior to
1974 contact his law office, Egnor,
Hamilton & Muth in Ypsilanti. Some 40
persons have already been included in
the class action suit.

“This is a precident-setting case”
Muth said. “It's the first time the anti-

trust act has ever been applied to a
consumer case."”

Robert Myers, president of the Mich-
igan Mobile Homeowners Association,
described the victory as “well-earned
and long-awaited

“We have always been of the view
that these payments were nothing
more than economic extortion. The mo-
bile home parks had the power to force
consumers to pay a tribute of §1,000"
Myers said. Myers is a former Canton
Township Board of Trustees member

o

Open house
scheduled

The Canton Library Campaign
committee will sponsor an open
house and used book drive 1-5 p.m.
Sunday, April 1 on the third floor of
the township administration build-
ing on Canton Center near Proctor.

The books will be distributed to
local clubs and organizations, and
some may be used to line the
shelves of the proposed Canton
Township Library.

In a special election May 9, voters
will be asked to approve one mill ($1
per $1,000 assessed property valua-
tion) to finance the proposed library.

Refreshments will be served at

. the open house.

IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION

If you're spinning your wheels
looking for a new car, take a
tun for our classified section.
Column after column is full of
cars to suit every rneed and
every taste. Whether you're buy-
ing or selling, you'll be headed
in the right direction with your
hometown newspaper. Call ‘us
today to place your ad.

DIAL DIRECT
591-0900

Work break

Dogs don’t drink coffee, so a rest on the front seat of an old Ford truck must suffice as an afternoon break for Cord, who patrols Mel's
gas station on Canton Center Road. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

Taxes put to work

Investments fatten Canton coffers

Canton officials have capitalized on
their obligation to collect tax money
for the schools, county and township by
netting more than $79,000 in interest
payments.

A share of the total $16 million that
was collected from December to Feb-
ruary was deposited for the first time
in such short-term investments as re-
purchase agreements and commercial
paper.

Last year, when $14 million in tax
money was deposited only in saving
accounts, Canton coffers were fattened
by $58,000 in interest payments, ac-
cording to finance director Mtke Gor-
man.

Gorman and Deputy Treasurer Ma-
ria Fdlkiewicz are confident, however,
that Canton can make even more mon-
ey in interest payments next year by
depositing the entire tax collection bas-
ket in high-interest investments.

They are working to formulate a
cash management plan for the high-in-
terest investment of general operating
funds.

MRS. FALKIEWICZ was appointed
Treasurer Jim Donahue’s deputy to
work on various township projects and
to invest township funds.

She came on board as Canton’s tax
investor on Jan. 30 — two months into
the three-month tax collection season.

Before Mrs. Falkiewicz took over,
the tax money collécted for Canton, the
township’s three school districts and
Wayne County was deposited in saving
accounts with daily interest of about 5
per cent.

But after she took over tax invest-
ment duties, the money was invested in
short-term repurchase agreements and
commercial paper that yielded 10 per
cent interest or higher.

Mrs. Falkiewicz says she could have
made much more in interest payments
if she had been able to invest the tax
money since the beginning of the col-
lection season on Dec. 1.

She adds that interest payments will
climb over the $79,000 that Canton has
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already received once interest is tallied
on the $14 million of township tax
money that is still invested in Chrysler
commercial paper.

By law, municipalities must collect
tax money for the county and school
districts within their boundaries. Mu-
nicipal officials must turn over the tax
money to :other units of government
once 25 percent of the total taxes is
collected.

About $2 million of the total $16 mil-
lion collected belongs to Canton Town-
ship. The rest belongs to the schools
and county.

GORMAN MAINTAINS that about
80 percent of the municipalities in
Michigan deposit the tax money they
collect in low-interest saving accounts.

Canton officials followed that prac-
tice until this year when Donahue, Mrs.
Falkiewicz and Gorman devised a plan
for the high-yield investment of the tax
money.

Under the plan, Mrs. Falkiewicz
composed a schedule that estimated
the dates on which the money would be
transferred to other units of govern-
ment. She invested the money in repur-

chase agreements or commercial pa- -

per with terms of one day to two
weeks.

Mrs. Falkiewicz's largest single in-
vestment was $3.2 million. The money
was invested in Chrysler commercial
paper for four days and yielded an in-
terest payment of $3,411.

She figures that the tax money she
invested in February has netted Canton
Township about $49,000 in interest pay-
ments. Another $30,000 in interest pay-
ments came from depositing money in
saving accounts.

According to Mrs. Falkiewicz, the in-
terest money is not included in the
township’s $3.2 million 1979 operating
budget. The interest money will proba-
bly be added to the township’s excess
funds, which/ already total about
$800,000.

Ml\f, FALKIEWICZ is quick to say
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that the investments she made were
safe.

“For short-term investments like
these, there’s no problem,” she said.
“You shouldn’t let your money sit still
and do nothing with it. The state’s
doing exactly what we're doing except
on a larger scale.”

Although Mrs. Falkiewicz has per-
formed accounting and bookkeeping
functions for numerous corporations,
including Ford Motor Co., she has nev-
er been responsible for the investment
of large sums of money.

But the deputy treasurer, who has
patented her own package for the or-
ganization of home finances, insists
that she prepared herself for the job by
studying investments for months and
attending a seminar on the subject in
Lansing.

Mrs. Falkiewicz said she wasn't even
nervous when she made her first in-
vestment of $1.3 million.

“If I saw a million dollars, it would
probably scare me half to death,” she
confessed. “But this money is figures
You're aware this is public money, so
you have to be careful. But it’s mainly
a question of having to be organized.”

Donahue says he has full confidence
in the woman who ran against him for
the Canton treasurer job last fall.

“I've watched what she’s done, and |
trust her,” Donahue said. “She’s done a
fine job with it.”

The part-time deputy treasurer is
paid $135 a week for investing tax
money and researching township issues
such as liquor license regulations and a
proposed business registration law.

Plan summons sun
to heat dental clinic

Site plans for the first building in
Canton Township to be partially heated
by solar energy were unanimously ap-
proved by the township board Tuesday
night with words of praise for the
building's concept and design.

The new building will surround an
existing structure on the south side of
Ford east of Sheldon that now houses
dental offices of Dr. Louis Spanberger.

Although the new facility will actual-
ly comprise the existing 2,500-square-
foot building and a 2,350-square-foot
addition, architect Greg Presley says
the appearance of the existing facility
will be completely revised.

Presley’s plans call for removal of
the existing building’s facade and con-
struction of an addition with modern
architecture and cedar exterior walls.

Vertical glass panels on the sloping
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roof face south to collect sun rays for
the passive solar heating system.

Presley says the system will provide
about a third of the building’s heat in
winter. An overhang will block out the
sun’s rays during summer months.

Presley says the building is designed
with the thought that a solar water
heating system may somedzy be
installed. The existing facility is
equipped with a hot water heating sys-
tem.

Township board members praised
the Weskonson Co. of Northville, which
was contracted to design and construct
the proposed facility. Spanberger esti-
mates cost of the addition at $200,000-
$250,000.

“It should be noted that this board
rarely says that,” Supervisor Noel Cul-
bert said of the praise.
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Committee formed to plan reproductive health course

An advisory committee has been
formed to evaluate materials and tech-

ing methods for a proposed course in

repro ductive health.

The course was made possible by a
state law signed in 1977 which legal-
ized the instruction of birth control in
public schools.

Plymouth-Canton

OBITUARIES

LOVILA J. DUNLAP

Funeral services for Mrs. Dunlap, 77,
of Pine Avenue, Plymouth, were held
recently in Schrader Funeral Home
with burial at Oak Hill Cemetery,
Irwin, lTowa. Officiating was Lt. Wil-
liam Harfoot of the Salvation Army in
Plymouth.

Mrs. Dunlap, who died March 22 in
Hendry Convalescent Center, was a
homemaker. Survivors include son Ver-
non of Hico, W.Va; brother Earl Jor-
dan of Ankney, lowa; sister Grace
Jewell of Riviera, Ariz, and five
grandchildren.

Action delayed

on boundaries

A final decision on school boundaries
for 1979-80 isn't expected to be made
until April 9.

Monday night the Plymouth-Canton
Board of Education deleted from its

' agenda consideration of proposed ele-
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mentary and middle school boundary
adjustments.

After holding a meeting with affect-
ed parents, the school board decided
more consideration was needed before
making a final decision.

An earlier schedule had called for
the board to make a decision Monday
night.

Instead the school trustees will meet
Monday in a workshop study session to
discuss the proposed boundary adjust-
ments and than try to make a final de-
cision at its regular meeting Monday,
April 9

School attendance areas are regular-
ly adjusted to avoid too many students
being assigned to a neighborhood
school. To avoid an overload at a par-
ticular school, the boundaries are re-
drawn and some students are then
bused to another building.

Among the major decisions to be
made this year are expansion of year-
round school to Hulsing Elementary,
continuation of year-round school at
Pioneer Middle School, and how best to
relieve crowded conditions in the Huls-
ing-Field-Eriksson areas.

FRANCES M. HOLMES

Services for Frances M. Holmes, 71,
of Harding, Plymouth, were held re-
cently in Schrader Funeral Home,
Plymouth, with burial in Riverside
Cemetery. The Rev. Philip Rodgers
Magee officiated.

Mrs. Holmes died March 21 in St.
Mary Hospital. She was a retired
teacher who moved to Plymouth in
1943 from Vernon, Mich. She was also
a member of First Church of Christ
Scientist of Plymouth,

Survivors include her husband, Hen-
ry, a daughter, Mary Polzin of St.
Albert, Alberta, Can.; and two grand-
children.

Memorial tributes may be made to
the Michigan Cancer Foundation.

ROBERT E. SEDORE

Services for Robert E, Sedore, 51, of
Haggerty, Plymouth Township, were
held recently in Lambert Funeral
Home, Plymouth, with burial in Rose-
land Park Cemetery, Berkley. The Rev.
Samuel F. Stout of the First United
Methodist Church of Plymouth officiat-
ed.

Sedore, who died March 21 in Garden
City Osteopathic Hospital, was an elec-
tronic technmician for 17 years at the
University of Michigan until becoming
disabled. He had moved to Plymouth in
1975.

Survivors include his wife, Wilma; a
daughter, Leslie; a sister, Nora Issacks;
and two grandchildren.

ROGER D. FRENCH

Services for Roger D. French, 50, of
Avon Park, Fla., were held recently in
Schrader Funeral Home with burial in
Riverside Cemetery. The Rev. Ray E.
Babb officiated. A Masonic Service was
also held.

French, who died March 20 in Flori-
da, had worked as a mill right for the
Ford Motor Company.

Survivors include two sons, Jeffrey
of Williamsburg, Ky. and James of
Ypsilanti; three daughters, Judy, Jan-
ice and Joanie, all of Ypsilanti; two
brothers, James of Chelsea and Eldon
of Phoenix; and four grandchildren.

That same law required establish-
ment of a community advisory com-
mittee to evaluate and make recom-
mendations on the class materials and
methods to be used.

Much broader than sex education,
the law provides that reproductive
health education will cover such topics
as treatment and prevention of venere-
al disease, family planning, birth con-
trol methods, sexual maturity, the role
of men and women in society, the mar-
riage decision, family living skills, and
understanding of how the body’s repro-
ductive system relates to a person’s
general well-being.

MIKE HOMES, assistant superin-
tendent of instruction, told the school
board Monday night that it was “posssi-
ble” the course would be ready for this
fall but more likely it wouldn’t be in-
troduced in the high schools until the
fall of 1980.

While the law allows instruction on
family planning, it specifically prohi-
bits the teaching of abortion. That part
of the law reads: “Clinical abortion
shall not be considered a method of
family planning nor shall abortion be
taught as a method of reproductive
health.” Homes said that the admin-

istration will establish the courses’
goals and objectives, the course outline
and procedures for feedback. “All these
things must be approved by the school
board before the course can begin.”

John Telford, director of secondary
education, said the course outline has
not yet been developed for presentation
to the advisory committee but can be
shortly.

Telford added that because the topic
is likely to be controversial the admin-
istration did not want to invest time de-
veloping a program before the school
board voted to establish the advisory
committee.

Homes said that the state law legal-
izing instruction of birth control also
establishes strict guidelines on repre-
sentation for on the advisory commit-
tee and insists that the study group
must include parents, clergymen and
educators.

At the time the law was enacted in
1977, Michigan and Louisiana were the
only states which did not allow the
teaching of birth control.

MEMBERS OF THE advisory com-
mittee appointed by the school board
Monday include:

Clergymen — Rev. Fred Taylor, Fr.

Kenneth MacKinnon, Dr. Fred Pre- Professionals John Vandenberg,
Z10S0; community health; Shirley Cunning-

ParenLX — Janet Brass, Karen Wil- ham, school nurse: Dr. Paul Schubert,
lard; clinical psychologist; and Betty Barber,

Students — Amy Kemegis and Victo-
ria Svec,

Educators Ken Jacobs, Janet
Lawson, Carol Johnston, John Sand-

assistant professor, health program at

Eastern Michigan University.
McClendon is in the public health de-

partment at University of Michigan.

mann, Dr. E.J. McClendon, Allie Suffe-
ty, Sandra Franck and Denise Gimpel,

p

Mrs. Willard has experience in the

family living profession

MARGOLIS NURSERY IS NOW OPEN FOR
BUSINESS...STOP IN SATURDAY OR
SUNDAY...HAVE A CUP OF COFFEE...SAY HELLO
T0 ISIDOR, RARRY & ADA MARGOLIS

SPECIALS FOR THIS WEEK!
“Plant a« Shade Tree NOW...

EUROPEAN MOUNTAIN ASH — 6-8 FT..................
SUGAR MAPLE — 6-8 FT..........ooovvniiiii
FORSYTHIA — the shrub that blooms early in the Spring,
yellow flowers
RED TWIG DOGWOOD 2-3 FT............
PUSSY WILLOW TREE 6-8 FT..............~~

....................

START YOUR LAWN NOW!

GRASS SEED AS LOW AS 40¢ LB.
12-12-12 Fertilizer............c.covvvvevvnrennnns.
Milorganite ...... A i R R S R S RS
~There is no substitute for the one & only...

MINI BLACK DIAMOND BED DIVIDER

It's easy to install, it will not rust, rot or heave
20 FT. LENGTH INCLUDES 3 STAKES & 1 JOINER

Reg. $9.95.. i SALE $795
MINI CHIP BARK — IDEAL FOR MULCHING
JCU.FT.Bag.......ooovvvvnniiieeiiiiiiiii 4/3100
| LANDSCAPING IS OUR BUSINESS
Left to Right- Pave Sté»mgerl,jaln, R;Q;.‘XJ;‘\SDOUQH(N{; Chris LaBeau We spECiaaIlliz?\jior‘v\:d}ggirn?t\:a’:bgz::ﬁn:g%tdeCks.
ROCK ON ICE with AXES 4 6%, MARGOLIS NURSERY, INC.
D N
Coplus 88 ¢, 08, AND GARDEN SUPPLIES
POWER SOURCE = e, OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE
Dance or Skate to the GREAT ROCK SOUND \”%7/ We have served this community for 52 vears.
TICKETS MARCH 31, 1979 - 7:30-11 P.M. T 9600 Cherry Hill Road
$3 per person PLYMOUTH CULTURAL CENTER 4> Miles West of 8anton Center Road
at Box Office 525 FARMER e PLYMOUTH e 455-6620 Ypsilanti  482-0771
Errors
Delay
Refunds'
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CONGRATULATIONS

LENT FAMILY

Great Oaks

Rochester

)’OUI'
V(.’l'y
own

haberdasher

Downptown

Plymouth

«

edenerva’s
(/ ' .f){f/m(w/ﬁ
Bricdal  Shefefe

Cocktail and Prom Dresses

Alfred Angelo’s
Elegant Organza
and Chantilly Lace

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS
is a federally registered
service mark of
Harlem Globetrotters,
Inc. and is used
herein by
permission

(#7510)

Save on Roller
&lray Kit

9" good quality paint roller kit
Jor all paints. Includes plastic cage
frame, metal tray, cover.

SALE ’

4agal,

scrubbable Idtex that stands
up to the Globetrotters,

LastS Days! .

Spring Pdm(.s'ale
® One Coat Coverage,
when applied
according to directions.
A

* Withstands Scrubbing, a qal.

req. $13.99
Sale ends April 2

Save'3agal,
Mello -Tone Latex Wall

. * Washable
< o 680 Decorator
Colors
S \Il

pel o
(WAL P,

o S

Save'3agal.
Ceiling Paint Flat Latex

® Bright White
only

Q()
req. $9.99

(Supply limited)

Satisfaction
Guaranteed i»
the use of these
coatings or your
purchase price
will be refunded.

RN
2>

SALL

$

nqu!
req. $11.99

99

each
reg. $4.69

e W.lams Comp

A paint.

¢

IR, 4store.
| A whole lot more.
s . a&“‘ }‘ THIAN Free Decorating Service, Easy charge coavenience with Master Charge or Vise,
e SRIRAN
i S - || REDFORD - 7 GRAND SHOPPING CENTER 533-5230
| PLYMOUTH - 863 PENNIMAN 453-7870




Judge puts thumbs down to counseling plan

By LYNN ORR

A judge who defines himself as “an
Anita Bryant type” has refused to con-
sider a program aimed at counseling
homosexuals arrested over the past
two months at a comfort station on In-
terstate 275.

“I wouldn't want to touch the same
doorknobs one of those guys touched,”
said senior Judge Dunbar Davis of the
35th District Court.

Davis, who heads the probation de-
partment in Plymouth, Canton and
Northville, faces opposition from the
Association of Suburban People (ASP),
a gay activist group which has offered
to assist the court in setting up a gay
counseling program.

In the wake of more than 100 felony
arrests, the majority of which have
been arraigned before Judge James
Garber in Canton Township, the ASP
advised Davis in a letter of the success
of a similar program operating in 61st
District Court in Grand Rapids since
1968.

However, Davis said last Monday
that he had no intention of doing any-
thing about the letter and would be op-
posed to such a program coming out of
the court’s probation department.

“I'M NOT the least bit interested in
helping them practice their arts,” Dav-
is said.

Referring to the counseling program,
Davis said, “If it's a place where the

I'm not the least bit interested in helping
them practice their arts.’

— Judge Dunbar Davis
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court through its various agencies says
‘What you're doing is not bad and feel
good about yourself,’ I don’t go for that
at all.”

Davis said he realized a homosexu-
al’s sexual drive cannot be changed,
but he doesn’t want it condoned by the
courts.

“I recognize that what we're doing
right now has not worked very well,
but I don’t want to encourage it. To the
people that have this drive, I would say
— you keep this nonsense up and you're
going to ruin your life.”

Davis defined him<:lf as an “Anita
Bryant type.”

“I don’t want to sit in the same
restaurant,” he said, adding that he
avoided a restaurant because a man he
determined to be a homosexual wear-
ing a gay rights T-shirt was going into
the dining spot.

“I don't want to be around these
types of birds,” he said.

GAY ACTIVISTS were not surprised
‘with the judge’s stand, saying he made
similar remarks in an interview with
one of their spokesmen.

Last weekend, more than 50 mem-
bers of ASP met to discuss the arrests
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at the comfort station and in Hines
Park which have mounted to between

110-120, according to Wayne County-

Sheriff's deputies.

Although members were disappoint-
ed with the judge’s reaction to their of-
fer to assist in setting up a counseling
program, they decided to continue their
efforts, a spokesman said.

“We just might have to do some
gathering in that town,” said one mem-
ber.

They point to the success of a similar
program in Kent County, where the
counseling program moved from the
court to a church because walk-ins
dominated the court-assigned cases.

ACCORDING TO Lorraine Curte, a
certified social worker, the 61st Dis-
trict Court program in Grant Rapids
was organized in 1968 because the pro-
bation department believes homosexu-
als that were arrested were entitled to
the same types of services offered to
drug abusers and shop lifters.

The purpose of counseling is to keep
them from having contact with the law
and understanding why they resort to
public places for sexual liasons, she
said.

Wayne County Sheriff deputies have used ceiling ventilation grates to observe homosexual acts and make felony arrests at the comfort
station on [-275 near Cherry Hill. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey.)

Gays find help, friends
through suburban club
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‘What’s it going to cost the taxpayers to
send them to prison for five years?’

— Lorraine Curte

“Let's say we have a society peculiar
to the US. in that we have oppression
against the homosexual. They have to
learn to cope with that. When these
people begin to feel better about them-
selves, ‘they then feel God can help
them.”

Sex in public places is self-destruc-
tive behavior, she said, adding that
with counseling, sex can assume its
natural position in their lives rather
than dominating their lives.

“They’re compulsive about their be-
havior because they have a problem
with their lives and can’t progress in
other areas,”

Ms. Curte began working with the
problem because the male court coun-
selors felt threatened. She said isn't
bothered by assumptions that she is a
homosexual.

“I'm not and I know I'm not, so it
doesn't bother me,” she said. “What is
important is keeping these people out
of the law enforcement system.

“Don’t break the laws, but work
through the political process to change
the laws,” she added. In the 61st Dis-
trict Court, most arrests have been in
the misdemeanor category, and the
charges are dropped for the first of-
fense while those arrested attend the
counseling program.

She points to a lack of repeat arrests
as one aspect of the program’s success
over 11 years. The sheriff's department
in Kent County invited her to extend
the counseling program to the jail, and
there are plans for a “Parents of Gays”
counseling program as well.

But she’s unsure of how the program
could translate to the 35th District
Court, if the arrests are already at the
felony level.

“What's if' going to cost the taxpayer
to send them to prison for five years?"
she asked.

“Here they have a reputation they
want to maintain. They will stay away
from this type of behavior when given
alternatives.”

Ms. Curte, in her early fifties, said
the program has educated the Grand
Rapids population as well.

Despite its conservative leanings,
she believes a “do-gooder” attitude
permits controversial programs to
operate. And she’s convinced the suc-
cess of the program, like similar pro-
grams for shoplifters and drug abusers,
is an overall plus for the community.

Package Liquor Dealer

LT. THOMAS HARRATT, head of
the Wayne County Park patrol, said the
department i1s “swamped with paper-
work' because of the arrests in the last
two months.

Harratt said many of the arrests are
second and third-time offenders, and he
doesn’t expect the problem of public
sex at the comfort station or in the
parks to go away with warmer weath-
er

But his patrols will be slowed when
the parks open and other activity calls
for patrols

“It isn’t our goal to make as many
arrests as possible,” he says. "If the
problem would go away. so would we
We could have uniformed patrols, but
we can only move the problem around

“These people are leading a double
life, heterosexual during the daytime
and slipping away for a few hours for
these rendezvous at night

“The only reason they're out there is
that they would lose their job or home
or marriage if they were seen going
into a gay bar.’

But Harratt admits that the sheriff's
department can do little to prevent the
problems

“The arrests may not be a deterent.
but we have very few other tools to
work with '

THUS FAR the court cases have
been divided between those suspects
who plead guilty to a lesser offense
usually indecent exposure. and those
who waive the pre-trial exam and will
be tried in Wavne Circuit Court

Judge Garber, who has presided over
the arraignments and pre-trials, ad-
mits sympathy for the suspects, but
isn't sure what can be done about the
problem.

"My problem is that I'm opposed to
these kind of things on a moral basis.
but I don't think we have any right to
g0 into anybody's bedroom.” Garber
said

Some of those on trial have cried in
court, while many of the w.ves have
stood by their side

Garber said he isn't sure what kind
of decision he would make about coun-
seling, but that in any case it isn't his
decision to make

Judge Davis is. Garber said. "in poli-
cy matters, in effect my boss ”

Let’s call him Don.

He's in his mid-thirties, holds a responsible
job, owns a home in the western suburbs and is
gay.

He’s one of the lucky ones, he says.

“I never responded to females, so that saved
me from hurting somebody else.”

His mother knows of his sexual orientation,
but his brothers and sisters do not.

“Most gays are afraid of being rejected by the
people we love. Those feelings keep us from
coming out. But obviously if all gays came out,
we wouldn't have the problem.”

FOR DON, a gay life hasn't worked out too
bad thus far.

His company does not discriminate in employ-
ment based on sexual preference. But while he
assumes that many of his co-workers speculate
aobut his life, he never confirms their suspi-
cions.

“I've come this close,” he says, barely holding
apart his thumb and forefinger. “But I don’t tell
them.”

Three years ago Don became a found mem-
bers of the Association of Suburban People
(ASP), a group formed after the arrests of hun-
dreds of homosexuals in Hines Park.

The group’s aim was to work to change the
laws that prohibit homosexual activity between
consenting adults, but members quickly discov-
ered other areas in which to expand.

Counseling, social activities, and education of
what it's like to be a homosexual have drawn
about 400 to their mailing list for a monthly
newsletter, along with 139 members.

Don receives many phone calls from a hot-line
number, which he refers to different crisis cen-
ters or just passes out information about the
group.

- Recently, a widowed 54-year-old man called
asking about the group. He attended an ASP
dance, met somebody, and “at 54, he’s coming
out,” Don explains.

“SOME PEOPLE know they're gay, but they
can’'t accept it, and then people get hurt. For
whatever reason, we're gay, and nobody knows
for sure, but we are. Whether a homosexual has
sex or not doesn’t make him a homosexual,” Don
explains.

Misconceptions about the gay society particu-
larly bother Don. He's not surprised that gays
frequently switch partners.

“Straights have a hard enough time staying
togéther,” he says. But he looks forward to set-
tling down into a relationship with another man,
and that may be the time he integrates his life
by telling all his family members. '

Until then, he’ll continue to work with ASP,
organizing volleyball games, card parties, and
other activities where gays can meet without
fear of social reprisal.

ASP is open to anymore of voting age and old-
er. For information write the Association of Sub-
urban People, P.O. Box 568, Plymouth 48170.

The group holds two meetings each month
with guest speakers, plus other scheduled activi-
ties.

Membership is restricted to those of voting
age to avoid “any stigma of being involved with
younger people,” he explains.

“Many younger people are better in touch
with their sexual identity than many of us were
at that age. They know they're gay but they have
no place to go.

“Unfortunately, we can’t help them because
we can't afford the problems.”

Don is convinced the group will begin to take
more militant action to assure their rights in
society, particularly in the light of arrests in
Hines Park.

“Those people have to know that there’s some-
where to go besides a public rest room,” he says.
“I don’t condone sex in public places, but I un-
derstand it.

“They’re afraid of going anywhere they can be
identified. And until that changes, the problems
continue for everyone.”
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works committee.
this instance, we're just
acting as a pass-throuh
agency for increases im-

DAY

The Wayne County|
Board of Commissioners|
is expected to give rou-
tine approval to the rate

charge represents only a
part of the water bill.

Homeowners in Wayne
and Oakland counties will

pay more beginning July
1 to have their sewage
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